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SCRAPBOOK

STARS AGAINST RACIALISM

“What the Stars Say" is the title of
& broadsheet to promote inter-racial
friendship which is backed by some of
the most famous pames in show busi-
ness Aand was distributed in the Not-
ting Hill area in London to counteract
putbreaks of race prejudice and viol-
ence there.

“You can't hate and be happy" said
an article by Frank Binatra which led
the paper. Pictures showed bandlea-
der Johnny Dankworth, chairman of
the 3Starz Campalgn for Inter-Racial
Friendship, his Coloured wife, singer
Cleo Lane, and Negro star Lena Horne
with her White huband Lennie Hayton.

The paper quotes an international

panel of scientists appointed by the
United MNations which found that race
discrimination has no scientific foun-
dation in biological fact and that the
range of mental capacities in all races
iz the zame.

It gquotes the opinions of some of the
stars on race prejudice. Tommy Steele:
"Louis Armstropng, Count Bagie, Bammy
Davis Jr., Ella Fitzgerald, Duke Elling-
ton, Paul Robeson, Joe Louis . . . show
me Whites better than thesze.'

SHORT MEMORIES

A Poll of West German classrooms
recently revealed that nine of every ten
students, 15 to 17 years old, either
knew nothing of Adelph Hitler or
thought he had done more good than
harm. “Hitler revived Germany,” one
student sald. “He did away with un-
employment and built autobahns."”

Among those named as Nazis by the-

students were: Marshal Tito, Nikita
Ehrushehevy and Field Marshal won
Hindenburg. The highest estimate of
the number of Jews killed by the Nazis
waz 30,000, and many claimed they
knew of none.

SLEEPING SHEIKS

D. V. Blias, director of the export di-
vision of SBlumberland, Ltd., an English
bed manufacturing company, unveiled
hiz company's latest creation: an elec-
trically-heated, hydraulically-adjusted,
velvet-padded, mink-covered, tea-mak-
ing, dry-shaving, tape-recording, vizro-
mazsaging, intercommunicating, tele-
phonie, televisionary, bibliotech, illum-
inated bed. He said that if Farouk
was still king of Egypt, he would cer-
tainly buy the bed. But BElisz was not
giving up: he said he would leave for
Kuwait and Bahrein to see if he could
“shake the sheiks."” He said he was
also sure he could interest some Ameri-
CANS,

JOURMALISTS FOR MNYASA
FREEDOM

Britain's journalistz voted at an an-
aual Conference of their National Union
of Journalists recently to get rid from
its invested funds of £2000 of Rhode-
gian and Nyasaland Government
shares. “This is an investment in apart-
heid and as a trade unionist I want
nothing to do with it,"” sald the pro-
poser of the motion. The move was
seconded by a member of the delega-
tion of Glasgow journalists who =aid
the SBcotz had a particular interest in
Nyasaland — a country opened up by
Scots missionaries. “‘There is plenty of
irrefutable evidence from the Bcots in
Nyaszaland that the Nyasa people have
been the victims not of A massacre
plot — but a plot to impose the apart-
hend policieg of the Southern Rhodesi-
an-dominated Federation. Nyasaland
people are at this moment being denied
the right to speak for themselves,™

LAWS AGAINST CHILDREN

The Eritish authorities in Nyasaland
are plapning to enact drastic amend-
ments to the penal code and children’s
ordinance. A proposed Bill enablez a
court to sentence any boy over 7 years
of age to corporal punishment — up
to aix strokes for children, 12 strokes
for youths — for any offence unde the
Children and Young Persons Ordinance.,

It is also to be made unlawful for
anyone to carry anything or shout any
glogan or make any =ign indicating
that he is a member or associated with
an unlawiul society.

Anyone convicted of rioting may in
future be sentenced to up to 5 years
imprizonment instead of two years as
under previous legislation.

A bulletin of the Nyasaland Govern-
ment Information Office recently press-
ed Africans to denounce Congress sup-
porters. “Do you koow of any mem-
bers of Congress who has not yet been
arrested? If you do you must tell the
Boma {District Officer’s office) so that
these wicked people can be arrested.

“You can either report personally to
a Government officer or, if you prefer
to remain anonymous, send an unsigned
letter. (There is no need to stamp the
letter.) It stated that Congress was at
an end."”

Mr. Kanyane Chiume, publicity sec-
retary of the Nyasaland African Con-
gress now in London =ald the Africans
of his country had completely lost con-
fidence in the Government of Nyasa-
land and the British Government which
through the former, rule Nyasaland.
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SOUTH AFRICA

UNEMPLOYMENT:

A Big Slump or A Small Slump ?

i

« o« - A small recession will
do no harm — in my opinion
it is long overdus . . ."

(Mr. E. H. Louw, Minis-
ter of Economic Affairs,
in the Bepate, May 1952)

f, .« Workers ars spoilt with
holiday bonuses, pensions,
medical henefits and other
things. The time has coma
for the Government to curb
its generosity and make the
workers realise that their 0
welfare depends upon their
own hard work and producti-
vity . . ™

(8enator D, J. Basson,

in the Benate, Septems-

her 1068 )

“. &« « people have the false
economic philosophy of “full
employment” no matter what
it costs. Throughout all the
economic literature we sSee
mention of full employmeant.
But this policy of full em=
ployment leads to a constant
state of inflation in the world
and it leads to a continuous
lowearing of the productivity
of labour . . .
(Dr. N. Diederichs, the
present Minister of Eeo-
nomic Affairs, in the
Assembly, February
1952}

The financiers, economists and indus-
trialists, who have been longing for
something ''to bring workers to their
senses”, were willing to endure a small
recession, provided it did mot hurt them
oo much and that it produced a sur-
plus of labour.

Now that the tide of unemployment
iz rizing, some of these gentlemen are
beginning to have =second thoughts,
They are discovering that it is not with-
in their capacity to regulate a depres-
sion,

Bmaller industrialists, who had pre-
sumed to overestimate their power, and
indulged in this kind of talk, now face
the future with anxiety.
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by ALEX. HEPPLE

The Government's policy is to make Non-Whites carry
the major burden... Butitslong and short-term plans
cancel one another ouft.

Big Slump or Small Slump?

How serious s unemployment in S8outh
Africa? Speaking in Parliament, the
Minister of Labour said that the unem-
ployment figures “are not yet really dis-
turbing”. To support his assertion that
we are still enjoying "“full employment”,
he quated the latest figures of unemploy-
ed.

He said that at the end of April there
were 27,01% perzsons (White, Coloured
and Indian) out of work. According to
his calculations, this represented 2.06%
unemployment, which is barely more
than the “full employment” yardstick of
267,

He did not mention that this is an in-
crease of 602 on the unemployment fi-
gure for April 1858, and that it is double
what it was two years ago. Nor did he
say that his statistics take no account
of Africans.

He did admit, however, that in the fur-
niture industry short-time is being work-
ed on a large scale; that many leather
workers are unemployed; that several
hundred workers In the motor assembly
industry are being laid off; that there is
general slackness in the iron and steel
industry; that many building workers In
Natal, Kimberley and the Transvaal are
jobless; and that the clothing industry
is having the most difficult time, with
the highest guota of unemployed.

This iz quite evident at the Labour
Department, employment exchanges and
trade union offices, where the queues of
workseekers are longer than they have
been for twenty yvearz. If the cold sta-
tistics are not enough to disturb the
Minister, he should take a look at these
queuss,

Africans Not Counted

In reporting om the unemployment
situation, the Minlster of Labour suffers
from the serious disadvantage that his
Department is responsible for only a
minority of South Africa’s workers. The
majority, because they are Africans, fall
under the jurisdiction of the Department
of Bantu Administration,

This (8 not merely a separation of
powers. It is a dividing line between
those who have rights and those who
have not. The Bantu Administration
Department haz quite a different func-
tion from that of the Labour Depart-
ment. It iz not interested in unemploy-
ment as a welfare problem. That is why
it doez not keep unemployment records,
as does the Labour Department. It has
no interest in the usual labour statistics
which the Labour Department carefully
collects in respect of White, Coloured
and Indian workers.

It i2 necessary to stress this, in order
to explain why the Government is un-
able to give reliable figures relating to
Afriean unemployed, either generally or
for specific industries and occupations.

According to the Bantu Administra-
tion Department, there are at present
95,000 Africans out of work. This fi-
gure has been complled from the returns
recelved from the labour bureaux
throughout the country, Many of these
buresux are controlled by the munici-
palities and the central headquarters in
Pretoria, unlike the Labour Department,
sees no necessity for requiring these lo-
cal bureaux to submit regular and ac-
curate returns of unemployed Africans.

Sovernment Plans

It is against this background that the
Government's plans to deal with the un-
employment gituation should be consid-
ered. These plans fall into two parts.
The first is pattermed upon Keynesian
economics, to stimulate spending on pub-
lic works, inducing local authorities to
follow suit. To this end, the Minister
has promised that the Government will
spend more money on State building pro-
jects, make more funds available to the
Housing Commission for the building
of houses, and relax control over the
capital expenditure of municipalities for
the construction of new buildings.

To help the motor assembly industry,
the Government has also relaxed hire-
purchase terms to make it easier for
people to buy motor cars. In addition,
a number of other steps will be taken,
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most of them of minor importance.

In this first part of the Govermment
plang must be included the remarkable
proposal to amend the Unemployment
Insurance Act, to permit the Minister to
subsidise employers who contemplate re-
trenchment of staff. They will be asked
to keep the workerz on their payrolls,
for which they will be paild the unem-
ployment benefits that would otherwise
be pald directly to the workers they in-
tended laying off.

It is not surprising that this scheme
has met with criticism from all quart-
ers, for it was conceived to meet the cri-
gis in the clothing industry in Germiston,
which is suffering as a result of the
Government's juggling act with job re-
servation and low-wage factories near
the HReserves.

The Long-Term Plan

The Government's long-term plan is
more important., It is simple, tough,
and true to the MNationalist policy of
baasskap apartheid. It has three
prongs:

1. Job Reservation.

If there is to be a depression, the
Government will do all it can to make
the Non-Whites carry the major bur-
den. If there s to be a shortage of
jobs, the few that are available will
be reserved for Whites.

That is why SBection 77 was written

into the Industrial Coneciliationm Act.
Senator de Klerk made no hones about
it when he explained this Bection to
Parliament, He said, ¥, .. Now is the
time to tackle this matter, bacause
when a recession comes we will have
the weaapon'.
2. Deportation of “Foreign™ Africans.
The second step is to deport all
“foreign' Africans, This is already
under way. Africans from Nyasaland
and the territories of Basutoland,
Swazlland and Bechuanaland, who
have so far been allowed to remain
here if thev accepted work on farms
or Iln the rural areas, are now being
sent out of the country.

On the 23rd May 10509, Mr. C. W.
Prinsloo, Chief Information Officer of
the Bantu Adminiztration Department,
gsaid that 750,000 foreign Africans now
working in the Union “can and will be
“moved" to make way for unemployed
TUnion Africans,

3. Farmm Work for Union Africans.

Africanz born in the Union will also
enjoy the “protection” of job reser-
vation. The jobhs previously held by
forelgn Africans will be reserved for
them,

This form of job reservation will en-
able the authorities to transport large
numbers of urban Africang to the ru-
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Government Labour Bureaux operafe

Farm Labour Scandal

by
BEN TUROK, M.P.C.

The storm that has broken over the
supply of comtract labour to Transvaal
farmers has put the whole farm labour
system under a searchlight. The expo-
gure of ill treatment of farm workers
has made =0 great an impact that it has
not only forced the Minister to suspend
the contracting out of labour in Johan-
nesburg, but haz alzo brought many
other aspects of the system under exam-
ination.

The disease (s far more malignant
than itz outward symptoms indicate, and

ral areas, where they will be made
avallable to farmers.

Those who refuse Lo accept farm
work, will not be allowed to search for
work indefinitely im the urban areas.
Booner or later, steps will be taken
to remove them to the Reserves or
some other place, where they will be
left to eke out an existence. Before
they reach that stage, some may
gratefully accept work in the mines.
Dr. Verwoerd hag often expressed hiz
approval of the migratory labour sys-
tem on the mines, because it conforms
8o perfectly to his conception of apart-
heid. He would happily provide a
new “home” in the Reserves for those
urban Africanz who agree to go into
tha mine labour pool.

Will These Plans Work?

It i=s inevitable that the Government
will run into considerable difficulties in
applyving both itz long and short-term

policies. It is interezting to oote the
contradictions in the wvarlous steps [t
proposes,

On the one hand, it appliez the popu-
lar modern stimulants to prevent the
gpread of unemployment and to revive
trade. On the other, it preparez action
to shrink the internal market by expell-
ing nearly a8 million Africans from the
country, and removing perhaps a million
more from the centres of commercial
activity,

I leave it to the economic experts to
tell the Government what this will do to
business, Workers, whatever thelr col-
our, will suffer whether the Government
guccesds or fails. For that reason, they
should get busy campalgning on the un-
employment question now.

the terrible excesses that have come 1o
light are but the logical consequences of
‘Wative Affairzs’ policy over many years.

South African farmers have had la-
bour difficulties for a wery long time.
Their refusal to provide decent condi-
tions on the farms and a living wage to
their employees has lead to a chronic
shortage of labour. To alleviate their
difficulties farmers, acting In collusion
with tha government, have resorted to
various schemes to force labour to the
rural areas. Because the problem is so
despseated, it is unlikely that any mea-
sure that the Minister may take, short
of legislating a national minimum wage
for farm workers, will encourage labour
to go willingly to the farms.

Farm labour contracting has been
operated through the government labour
bureaux. Over the years the National-
ists have tightened up labour bureau re-
gulations till the African worker is bound
hand and foot by restrictions on his free-
dom of choice of job, and the regulations
and the pass laws are being used to keap
up a steady supply of cheap, forced la-
bour to the farmers.

Consolidated labour regulatiomz ga-
zetted earlier this wyear in Government
Gazette notice 6164 extend the labour
bureau system right through the coun-
irvy and considerably tighten up its op-
eration.

In the past some labour bureaux al.
lowed Africans to find their own jobsz
and then to report at the bureau for re-
glstration. With growing unemployment
in the cities Africans may now get em-
ployment only through a bureau.

All employers are obliged by law to
register all vacancies, and it iz for the
labour bureau to contract worker to em-

ployer,
Every African Over 15

Chapter 5 of the gazetted labour regu-
lations established a district labour bu-
reau in the offices of every magistrate
and MNative Commissioner, Ewery Afri-
can man over 15 years who is not a stu-
dent must report to the district employ-
ment officer. It is an offence for him
not to do 8o,

Labour bureaux are becoming the
dominant factor in the burden of the
African people. A person’s very exist-
ence can depend on the kind of stamp
some petty official decides to put im his
reference book — whether he is admitt-
ed, endorsed out, or granted a provision-
al stay of execution.

In the past an African who could not
galn entry into the large towns was free
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A report of the Government E
Urban Affaire Commission in Sou-

thern Rhodesia, published in 1958,
states: ‘Fears were expressed that
any relaxation of the urban pass
contral system might lead to a
large Influx of people into the
towns. Such fears, we feal, are
not well founded. Liberty for the
individual to come freely into the
urban areags has brought about no
such dire consequénces in the past

The economic laws of supply
and demand have often bean shown
to ba more forceful tham the laws
of Parliament.’
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to wander round the countryside, to the
smaller towns and farms, until he found
the most sultable and favourable job.
Mow he will be restricted wherever he
goes, in town and countryside, and may
be drafted to any job the official directs.

Labour Depots

An extraordinary aspect of the labour
regulations is the provision for the estab-
lishment of labour ‘depots’ by any dis-
trict employment officer. Such officer
may ‘direct an African who is registar-
ed with him to a reception depot. Such
African shall reside in such depot until
ha has acceplted employment . . . Mo
pergon in a depot may fail or refuse to
comply with any lawful order given by
the person in charge of such depot.

From here men will be siphoned off
on to the farms or into factoriea as the
situation demandz, The complete dis-
regard for the desires of the individual
ig almost unparalleled, even in Bouth Af-
rica.

The tasks of labour bureaux im the
country areas include the drafting of
contract labour on to farms. The same
regulations provide for Africang un-
able to gain entry to the towns to be
contracted to farmers for a certain
period and under specified conditions.

Abuses

Although the regulationz specify the
type of accommodation and food which
farm labourers should receive, there is
no sign of their being obzerved.

The abuses to which the contract sys-
tem iz open are illustrated by the inclu-
glon in the regulations of six references
to penalties and procedures to be follow-
ed in cazes of assaults on labourerz., In
terma of Sectiom 15 ‘every employer or
compound manager shall keep a record
of all aszaults brought to his notice in
terms of thiz regulation.” From this it
iz clear that those who framed the regu-
lations anticipated a ‘record of assaults.'

Compound managers are given pol-
lee powers over their wards In order
to maintain “law and order.,” Without

a warrant, they may search the com-

pound for, inter alia, ‘any literature or

photographs which contain subversive
propaganda.’
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SOUTH AFRICA

‘ ON ECONOMIC BOYCOTT (

The Nationalists and the
Economic Weapon

Eehind the Natlonalist concern at the
economic boveott iz the fear that it will
cripple its own plan: to “Afrikanerise”
business in South Afrlca.

These plans were carefully laid at
the Economic Volkskongress im 1830
when an ambitious blueprint was drawn
up to establish Nationalist control over
all sectors of the ecobomy.

In essence the aim was to build up
Afrikaner buying power, business and
industry — under Mationalist control —
until “un-national” influences were eli-
minated.

Eealisation of this is one of the king-
pina in overall Nationalist strategy for
total domination of the cultural, social,
economie, political, religious and ecomo-
mic, spheres of life in South Africa.

Spectacular Growth

To organize the struggle for “econo-
mic vietory”, the Nationalists created
the Reddingsdaadbond in 1940,

The activities of this body are the key
to the sensational growth of Afrikaans
business in the past two decades.

In 10 years —

% A well-known building society has in-
creased its assets B0 times.

% A finance and investment company
has increased its assets 15 fold.

% A cigarette company has grown into
a world-wide organisation.
Between 1939 and 1950, the number of

Afrikaans employers rose from 8% to

Labour Conscription

These and many other clauses in the
regulations are a tacit recognition of the
deplorable conditions of many farm 1a-
bourers. The miserably low wagez are
well known, but the bad conditionz which
go with them could survive only in &
country where large numbers of work-
er2 have no altermative but to work on
farms.

In most civilizsed countries farmers are
compelled to keep their labour conditions
sptisfactory to prevent their workers
secking more remunerative pogitionsz in
the towns., In Bouth Africa, many Afri-
pan workers are refused permission to
enter or remain in the urban areas on
the one hand, and on the other they face
great poverty in the reserves. The only
avenue of lvellhood left open to them is
the farms. As long as there iz this zyas
tern of direction of labour, no improve-
ment can be expected.

259, in commerce, 39; to 69 in indus-
try, 5% to B%; in financial institutions.

The Reddingsdaadbond

There was nothing accidental or for-
tuitous about these spectacular advances;
they were carefully managed, directed,
fostered and cultivated by the Reddinga-
daadbond, under Nationalist aegis,

To grasp the full significance of the
Nat economic movement, it is necessary
to turn back the pages to the mid-1030"s.

* * *

S8pon after the depression, a philan-
throplically-minded Afrikaans scholar
Dominee C, Kestell started a charitable
movement to collect money for 300,000
poor whites., He called it the Reddings-
daadbond — the “saving deed.'

Az the popularity of the movement
grew, il was decided to summon an Eco-
nomic Volkskongress to plan its future,
and place it on a proper organizatiomal
footing.

But the delegates — ambitious Afri-
kaner busineszmen, right-wing Nation-
alist politiclans, Broederbond intellec-
tuals — were not interested in almgz-
collecting,

They faw in the movement an oppor-
tunity to mobilize the economie power of
the Afrikaner az a powerful political
weapon for the development of Mational
capitalizm and a totalitarian republic,

From Alms to Finance Companies

Subily, Rev. Kestell's charltable
ldeals were relegated to the background,
and in itz place was substifuted a gran-
dioze =cheme for a Mat take-over of the
ECOMOImY.

The scheme to be Implemented by
the Reddingsdaadbond had three
parts:

% creation of a central finance com-
pany to finance Afrikaner busi-
ness.

% launching of a “buy Afrikaans"
campaign.

% mobilising Afrikaner savings for
investment companies.

Chief prophet of the new economic vi-

slon was Dr. M. 8. Louw (today director
of over 20 companies).

"If we want to achieve success” he
gaid, “we must use the technique of ea-
pitalism, as it iz applied in the most im-
portant industry in this country — the
gold mining industry. We must estab-
lish something like the bhig finance
houses of Johannesburg.”
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" The Afrikaner economic movement is part and parcel of the Nationalist

drive for total dictatorship . . .

He was strongly backed up by other
prominent delegates who included Dr.
Verwoerd, Dr. Donges, Dr. A, J. van
Rhijn, Dr. Diederichs, Dr. A, Hertzog,
and Dr, W. Nicol — all later to become
leaders of the Mationalist Party.

As part of the master-blueprint to
“penetrate the existing economic struc-
ture and gain a controlling share in the
economic life of the country", a 5-year
plan was launched for £1,500,000 to fin-

ance and support Afrikaans business.

Fresh from a visit to Nazl Germany,
Dr, M, Diederichs resigned hiz profes-
sorship at O.F.8. University to become
the Reddingsdaadbond's “hoofleier.”

For the next 19 yvears, the movement
adhered falthfully to the basic scheme
for securing & monopoly of trade, fin-
ance and industry.

"Buy Afrikaans"

Owver-all control of the campaign was
gxercised by the Economic Institute —
a shadowy body linked with the F.A.K.

Itz members included Dr. Verwoerd,
Dr. Diederichs, Dr. A. Hertzog, Dr. A.
J. van Rhijon, Prof. J. L. du Plezsliz, Mr.
I. M. Lombard and Dr. M. 3. Louw,

Throughout the country the moessage
was spread: Buy Afrikaans and support
your own people. A militant campaign
to mohilise the buying power of the Af-
rikaner {(today estimated at £500,000,000)

was mounted.

In the first 11 years of its existence
the Reddingsdaadbond collected more
than £20,000,000 from Afrikaans business
enterprises; it established shops, fae-
tories, busineszcs, investment and fin-
ance houszes; it izsued zpeclal Afrikaner
"buying guldes.'"

At the Second Econimic Conference, in
1950, Dr. DMederichs reported “astonish-
ing progress”, and said that thousands
of new companies had been started, the
capital of which totalled between
£20,000,000 and £30,000,000.

Theze included a building society, a
large tobacco company and a liguor com-
pany.

The Reddingsdaadbond manouevred Lo
gain control of the economic sphere, as
if it were conducting a military opera-
Eion,

Typical, was this communique by the
chief of its general staff Dr. Diederichs
in 1M46:

“The Reddingsdaadbond is respon-
gible for 500 Afrikaner businessez est-
ablizhed during the past 6 years, whose
employveez earn £1,000,000 and whose
dependents number 20,000,

“There are 8 blg busineszes with a
capital of 4 to 5 million pounds.”

Today, little is heard of the Reddings-
daadbond; the Nationalists appear to be
achieving their aims through subtler,
more secret means.

But there is little doubt that the un-
dercover campalgn is still being inten-
sively waged, and that its fulfilment re.
maing a vital goal of Mationalist ambi-
tions.

Ag Dr, M. 8. Louw sald last year; "I1f
we are to speak of & republic we must
first make our economy more indepen-
dent."

Thiz iz a most important statement
from the leading MNationalist financier in
the country. -

It shows that tha Afrikaner economic
movement is not a-political, but part and
parcel of the Mationalist drive for total
dictatorship.

Behind noble-sounding slogans like “a
just place for the Afrikaner in the eco-
nomy", lleg the Nationalist Party, with
whom the HReddingsdaadbond openly
aligned itself im 1841, when it made a
public pledge to support;

" ... & free, independent Republican,
Christian MNational state, based upon the
word of God, eschewing all foreign mo-
delg . . . with a Christian-National Edu-
cational system . . . and the strongest
emphasis upon the effective dizeiplining
of the people . . .”

By striking a blow against National-
ist controlled business, the economic boy-
eott hampers the realisation of one of
the most cherished Mationalist ambitions.

SIMON SWANN.

On June 26 the African Mationmal Con-
gress economic boycott of certain
Mationalist goods starts officially.
On the list of goods to be boycotted
are brands of Mationalist cigarettes,
tea and coffee.

Alarmed that the firm of Langeberg Ko-
Operasie Beperk might be placed on
the boycott list, representatives of
the firm asked for discussions with
the African Mational Congress to
place its case for non-inclusion on
the list before Congress. For the
information of readers of FIGHT-
ING TALK, the following is a sum-
mary of the case presented by LKBE.

% In correspondence with the African
Mational Congress, LKB said it was
“perturbed and shocked that we
should bs earmarked . . . in the pro-

posed boycott . . "

% “The Company,” it said, "is solely
owned by fruit and vegetable farm-
ers and can never be owned or op-
erated by any political party be-
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THE BOYCOTT LIST: THE LANGEBERG CO-OP SAYS IT
IS NOT A NATIONALIST FIRM

caute farmers of all political views
are shareholders.."”

% The Langeberg Co-op was formed
in 1940 by 216 farmers who subscorib-
ed £24,000 for buildings and plant
and obtained working capital from
the Landbank im the form of sea-
sonal loans.

% Thea 12 fairmeérs who comprised thse
Boaard of Directors when the firm
was establizhed in 19490 were almost
all supporters of the United Party

% With the taking over of LKB in
1954 of four other large canning
concerns in Wellington, Germiston,
Port Elizabeth and Boksburg the
Directorate was increased to 32
members to glve representation to
the Transvaal, Free State, Morthern
Cape and Eastern Province mem-
bers. “Mot a single member of the
Board is & Member of Parliameant."

% ““Mever do our Directors enquire as

to the political views of any farmer
when he is admitted as a sharehold-

er . . . and our wvery substantial
Eastern Province shareholders are
predominantly English-speaking.

% “Our Directors who are farmers are
not elected on political lines.
““Mever do our Directors at meetings
discuss party politics.

% “When appointing staff our Direc-
tors never consider the political
views of applicants.

% ““We never make any contributions
of whatever nature to the National-
ist or United Parties.™

% Langsberg is totally South African,
but mnon-political.™

Following LKB's discussions with the
AMC and its announcement to the
Food and Canning Workers' Union
that it will recognise the union, per-
mit union meetings on factory pre-
mises, re-instate workers victimised
after April 14 and co-operate with
committees of workers, a press cam-
paign was started up in Cape Na-
tionalist newspapers to attack LKB
for negotiating with the Congress.

Fighting Talk - July, 1969



OPINION

THE CONGRESS MOVEMENT: ITS
STRUCTURE AND ROLE

Is the existence of separate Congresses for different racial
groups a tacit acceptance of racialism and in conflict
with the Congress aim of a common society for all racial

groups in South Africa?

This subject is currently under discussion in Congress

| A SINGLE CONGRESS F

The Congress movement is working
towards a democratic non-racialist Bouth
Africa, but it is organised along separ-
ate, even segregated lines, Arthur
Eoestler once wrote; “If yvou change the
means you change the ends T believe
that a non-racialiat end when people will
be seen as individuals and not as mem-
bers of colour groups cannot be brought
about unless we work along non-racialist
lines now.

If the desired end were a federation
of Bantustans or separate racial areas,
then separate colour Congresses would
be acceptable, but we are working for a
multi-racial society.

This iy also our basic difference with
idealist nationalizsts ag well as African-
ists., We offer as an alternative to White
and Black =tates and to “Africa for the
Africans", Africa for its inhabitants re-
gardleas of their skin colour, But it
zeems laughable to speak of & future
multi-racial society when we are not
even organized along non-colour lines
now.

Some people may say that the various
inter-Congress consultative commitiees
adequately provide for Inter-racial co-
operation and united action. But this is
a Tallacy. The consultative and joint
commitiees are Inadequate. They have
oo executive power, they result in red
tape and a waste of valuable time. And
they are undemocratic in that each Con-
gress irrespective of it membership is
repregented by an equal number of dele-
gates,

One General Struggle

The present separate Congresses by
their very nature militate towards the
acceptance and spread of an extremely
harmiful idea: that each Congress must
concern itself with fighting specific is-
aues, those that affect itz members pri-
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topic.

circles and FIGHTING TALK prints three articles on this

Two correspondents argue that the time has come for

one Congress body; and the secretary-general of the

marily. Thus the Transvaal Indian Con-
gress concentrates and iz expected to
concentrate on the group areas legisla-
tion and its implementation. The Afri-
can Mational Congress spends most of
its time fighting the pass system, the
8.A. Coloured Peoples' Organisation con-
cerns itself mainly with exposing the
race classification, and the Congress of
Democrats seems to be mainly interested
in attacking the rottenness of the parlia-
mentary system. We are losing sight of
the fact that we are all fighting aspects
of the zame system. The division of Con-
gress into separate racial groups con-
fuses the issues and makes it difficult
for members of the ANC, COD, SACPOD,
the SAIC and SACTU to realise that they
are or should be taking part in a general
struggle.

A single Congress would also help
bring in the growlng numbers of Whites
who reject the policies of White domina-
tlon political parties. It is interesting
to note that although the members o
the Liberal Party has increased signifi-
cantly during the past few years, that
of COD has remained almost statie. It
is true of course that the Liberal Party
is & more conservative group than the
Congress of Democrats and that many
persons who have become members of it
would not in any case joln the Congress
movement. But there are also White
members of the Liberal Party who would
feel more at home in Congress, They
however prefer to belong to an ideologi-
cally lezs acceptable multi-racial body
than & more revolutionary but ‘"Whites

Only” group like the Congress of Demo-
crats,

On the Fringe

Even in the Congress of Democrats
there are individuals who feel that they
are on the periphery of Congress activ-

African National Congress replies.

OR ONE GENERAL STRUGGLE

says student FRANK ADLER

ity. That although the Congress of De-
mocrats i3 a member of the alliance it
s a junior member. These persons
would prefer to belong to the main stem
of Congress, to feel that they are not
just there az sleeping or consultative
partners but rather az full equal mem-
bers.

Various pointz have been put forward
against an immediate reformation or re-
nalzzance of the Congrezs movement,
There is firstly the historical argument,
that the warious Congresses came into
being at different times for different
reaszons. This is all true of course, but
the position now is that all the Congress-
es have the same aims and the same con-
stitutional basis. It seems that the peo-
ple who put forward the historical argu-
ment have unwittingly taken over the
fallacious argument of the Nationalists
re the United Party, that we must con-
tinue with South Africa’s traditonal sys-
tem. If we think a single Congress
would be preferable now, then now is the
time to bring it about — no matter
what historical explanations there are
for separate Congresses.

Another argument is that as a result
of past legizlation people in South Africa
live mainly in colour groups so that dif-
ferent branchez of a single organisation
would in any case be made up almost
exclusively of White, Black or Brown
members. But those who put forward
this argument are raclalizts although
they are fighting racializm. It is irrele-
vant what the skin colour of the mem-
berz of a branch is. If it so happens
that certain branches have wholly or
predominantly White, Black or Brown
gkinned members that is of no conse-
quence,

At the moment in so-called White
areas large numbers of Africanzs are

receélving absolutely no political educa-
tion because it is inconvenient for the
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OPINION —

African National Congress organisers to
get to them., These persons, house ser-
vants or flat workers could be best ap-
preached and organised by White mem-
bers of Congress who live in these areas,

At the present there is a belief that no
congress should encroach onm the pre-
gerves of any other Congress. This ri-
diculoug rivalry would disappear If a
unified Congrezz were formed,

Breaking Down Prejudice

Two minor points that have been put
forward by persong opposing the szingle
Congrezss idea are, firstly, that no matter
how much we dislike it, we must accept
that at the moment in the ANC, as In
BACPO, in the SAIC and in COD there
are people who are racializsts. People
who dizlike or distrust Africans, Indians,
Coloureds or Whites as the caze may be,
The second point iz that in some guarters
the accuszation has already been made

) THE A.N.C.

The trick of survival iz the capacity
to adapt, no less for political movements
than for any other species of life, Org-
anizations that swell blind die out ke
the dinosaurs, because they ecrash
through circumstance without ever sep-
ing wand conceding to itz constant
change, It is surely, therefore, the great-
est loyalty that the Congress Movement
can ask of itz followers— to require
them perpetually to examine, to obey
becauze they have searched out the rea-
son for obedience and found It right.

Anxieties and Temptations

The racial structure of Congrezz has
been questioned by its membership with
increasing vigour ever since its estab-
lishment., Few Whites have ever re-
garded their bleached isolation as satis-
factory — cut off from the Non-Whites
whose cause they are dedicated to ad-
vance, they work and plan in an atmos-
phere sealed off from the politieal rhy-
thms of the oppressed and the spontane-
ous inspirations and responses of mass
struggle, The Indians, with the calamity
of the Durban riots still cold in their
blood, must regard with acute anxlety
their political ghetto and peer in per-
petual fear over its walls for signs of
anti-Asian stirrings among the Africans,
The Coloureds, abandoned by the Whites

vet still conscious of their “special
place”, require the concrete re-assurance
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that the Congress of Democrats is run-
ning the African National Congress, and
that if the Congressez amalgamated, at-
tacks along these lines would be inten-
gified. I believe az hag often been stat-

ed by social sclentistz, that the best way
to break down race prejudice iz to have
as much possible contact with the groups
towards which we are prejudiced. A
zingle Congrezs would prezent greater
opportunity te break dewn these racial-
it attitudes than there are now. On the
gecond point if the COD dissolved and
itz memberz became individual members
of & united Congress, any such accuza-
tion of disproportionate influence would
be ridiculous,

Me Insurmountable Difficulties

There are no insurmountable organiza-
tional difficulties. If the ANC were to
state that It welcomed not only Black
Bouth Africanz, but all democratic South

Africans then the branches of the Con-
gress movement which now call them-
gelves BAIC, COD and SACTU would
simply change theilr names and become
ANC branches. 1t 1s &3 =imple as that.

Mow iz the opporfune moment to re-
organise Congrezs. There Iz a growing
interest in a single Congress, for at the
Transvaal Indian Youth . Congresg an-
nual conference a motion was unani-
mously passed instructing the TIYC ex-
ecutive to call a meeting of all the youth
branches of Congress to discuss a single
Youth Congress . The Youth branch of
the C.OD, iz unanimously in favour of
a single united Congress. Al the recent
AMNC conference in Johannesburg three
White persons were loudly applauded
when they said they wanted to join the
African MNational Congress and a letter
which spoke of the time being ripe for
a single unified Congress has recently
been printed in NEW AGE,

Forward to a multi-racial South Afri-
ca by means of a multi-racial Congress,

SHOULD “UNLOCK THE GATES”

says RONALD SEGAL, editor of "AFRICA SOUTH'

of political work with Indian and Afri-
can before zurrendering the fears and
self-consciousness the Whites have al-
ways encouraged them to hold. And the
Africans themselves, ever open to the
femptation of szacrifizing the disciplines
of non-racial struggle for the eazy emo-
tionallzm of the African’sts, must be
made inereasingly to feel the common
idzntity endured by all the oppressed.

Barber Pole Ztripes

The dedication of Congresz is surely
o the establishment of 8 non-racial
state, the uprooting of eolour-conscious-
nezs from the political and moral szoil of
South Afrlea. Yel by malntalning group
areas in its very structure, It inevitably,
helplessly, sharpens the very conscious-
ness which it proposes to blunt,  And
how can it be otherwize? With Africans
poszeszice thelr own excluzive move-
ment, a mirror of thelr own political
objectives, what real =olidarity of strug-
gle can they enjoy with Indians, Colour-
eds and with Whites? ©Or any other
raclal group with another? Is the ANC
nol, unwillingly, plaving the game of the
Africanists? For what, after all, do the
Africanists peculiarly hold bub that only
Africans ean engage in the battle for en-
franchizement with the sincerity of com-
plete commitment? And if this is not
the reasen for retaining the present
gtructure of the AN.C., what other can

there reasonably be? The present racial
structure can only continue to stress and
to stimulate race thinking, suggesting
hostilities and insinuating incompatabi-
lities where none should or need at all
exist.

Organise for Outlawing

Mo one doubls that the banning of
Congress will lead to the development
of anon-racial movement underground.
For surely nothing more fantastic can
be imagined than an illegal organisa-
tion striped like a barber's pole, with
the warious races relegated to their
respective cellarzs., Yet if the blurring
of the ecolour line should be eszszential
then, why should it be any less essen-
tial pow? This should be a time of
preparation, of gradual re-adjustment
lo the inevitable shrinking of open
opporfunities for struggle. With every
fresh act of Government terror, it be-
comes more urgent that the Congress
Movement should organise itself for
itz outlawing. Yet it persizts in re-
taining A patteéern possible omly in &
apciety where iz right to function
openly remains unguestioned. Is it for
ever to be taken by surprise, reacting
only to the inttlative of itz enemies?

"Unlocking the Gates"

What, above all, is to be feared by un-
locking the gates of the A N.C.7 That
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the more politically sophisticated Whitez
will dominate the organization and usurp
its leadership? | have too much faith
in the judgment of the average African
to believe that he will invest his future
for long in any but those leaders who
show themselves equal to his trust. And
if some of these should be White, is that
after all not the very consummation of
non-racial politics? Is leadership not to
be selected and sustained by merit, re-
gardless of skin?

It = possible, and even probable, that
many Whites would jolm in order to
mould the A.N.C. after their own private
political images. But a truly democra-
tic movement will alwayz reflect the
objectives of Its majority, not the zin-

gularities of its eccemtricz. And I, for
one, would rather have men like Patrick
Duncan within the organisation, subject
to its discipline and encouraged to pur-
sue his ideological quarrels inside, where
the will of the majority must decide pol-
icy and tactics, than surrendered to the
irresponsibility of non-commitment. At-
tacks on the leaderzhip of Congress,
which feed the Government with fuel
for bans and arrests, are possible only Lo
those fenced off from the movement,
pursuing their frustration in mischiev-
ous political sniping. Nor do I belleve
that it would be necezsarily harmful for
ideclogleal differences to exist creative-
ly side by side within the organization
itself, If Congress cannot survive a
constant re-assessment of its objectives,

OPINION

endure an ever bright-eyed scrutiny by
its own faithful, it will =olldify. as the
Unity Movement has done, into eliché
and sterility.

The demand is rising, and from its
most committed members, that Congress
should desegregate itself. Strategically
and ideologically alike, it is essential for
the movement to become in structure
what it is in objective, the image of the
South Africa we want and so profoundly
need to build. To suggest that the step
is an easy one to take would be a sav-
age over-simplification, Of course there
are innumerable prejudices and ordinary
habits of work to overcome. But once
the step itself is seen as right and de-
sirable, a way will surely enough and
soon enocugh be found.

3 THE HIGH-WATER MARK OF RACE CO-OPERATION IS
IN THE CONGRESS ALLIANCE

says DUMA NOKWE, A.N.C. Secretary-General.

Two main lines of attack have recent-
ly been directed against the African Na-
tional Congress. On the one hand the
Africanists and their supporters attack
us for having formed an alliance with
the other Congresses, which they say has
robbed the AN.C. of its effectiveness,
handed leadership of the organisation
over to others, and muffled the A N.C.'s
ability to woice the aspirations of the
African people.

On the other hand, the A N.C. ig be-
ing attacked for being too "narrow'™,
Lo execligive in its membership, From
several quarters, supposedly sympathe-
tic to our struggle, we are being advis-
ed either to dissolve and merge with
other organisations on & multi-racial ha-
sis, or to open our ranks and merely
swallow those others. The existence of
peparate Congresses for different racial
groups, we are told, is a tacit acceptance
of racializm, and in conflict with our aim
of a common society for all racial groups
in a free South Africa,

In this article T am concerned with
the second point of view only. I wish
to answer these critics becausze I think
most of them wish us well but mis-
understand the position; but I want
to sound & warning too, and that i=
that the greatest mistake of those who
ralse this eriticism is that they are let-
ting it become so important in their
eyves that it is beginning to obscure
the main matter before us—the strug-
gle against the Nationalist Govern-
ment and apartheid -- and to occupy
the centre of the stage of their politi-
cal thinking.

Fighting Talk - July, 18959

The Primary Aim of the A.N.C,

I think it is neceasary once and for all
to get the record straight. Neither the
A.MN.C. — nor for that matter any of the
other Congresses — were formed for or
exist for the primary purpose of building
a “multi-racial” or “non-racial”™ society.
The A.N.C. was formed to unite and
voice the views of Africans. That re-
mains its primary purposs. Let those
who will, call this "racialism'”. But I
think that most people who look at our
achievements honestly and without mal-
ice will realise that the building of an
all-Union organisation of Africans, huilt
in the teeth of every ohstacle that gov-
croments could muster against it, and
the leading of that organisation to be-
come & mighty power in the land is an
achlevement from which not only Afri-
cang but all democratic South Africans
can draw pride and satisfaction.

It i= true that one of our tasks has al-
ways been to fight for the political rights
of our people. And in doing so0, we have
been farsighted enough — or, if you will,
sufficlently ‘non-racial’ in outlook — to
join hands with other groups represent-
iny other oppressed peoples, organised
workers and BEuropean opponents of the
politieal eolour bar, and to find together
with them a common political program-
me, But that does not mean that the
A.N.C. intends to abandon jts functions
ag a national organisation of Africans;
for those functions cannot be fulfilled by
the Alllance, nor does it preeume to at-

tempt to fulfil them.

Oppression of a Special Sort

Nobody can doubt that, however
other groupz may be oppressed, Afri-
Cans are oppregzed in a special way,
by special laws which affect them In
gpecial ways, Az a result the imme-
date grievances, aims and outlook
of Africans, their daily needs and as-
plrations are not identical with those
of other racial groups in Bouth Afri-
cd, however ldentical their long-term
aim of llberation might be. Is it pos-
gible te imagine, then, that Afrieans
will not organise as a separate group
with separate group interests as long
as thelr special position remains? If,
for instance, the A.N.C. opened its
doors to become a multi-racial organi-
sation, an all-in political party with a
liberationist programme, would there
not immediately be & nDeed felt
amongst Africans for a purely Afri-
can organisation to put forward the
views of Africans? Would that need
not, in fact, be felt even by those who
simultaneouzly supported the all-in
body ? And if it were not felt by them,
would it not be felt and organised by
others? And If it were so, how could
we of the Congress Alliance fall to
support that organisation, to assist it
and recognize it as the distinetive
voice and spokesmen of the African
people 7
Let me put it this way. Everyone

knows that the Chinese community in
South Africa are subject to special dis-
criminatory treatment; they are, in their
own speclal way, an oppressed group.

Page Nine



POINT OF VIEW

For years, as a community, they hawve
tried to counter discriminatory treat-
ment meted out to them by using the
influence of their Consular representa-
tives, by attempting to gain the ear of
the authorities, by standing aloof from
political action. What does the Congress
movement, or any supporter of Conpress
today, zay to the Chinese comraunity 7T
Surely we say to them: “Do not take in-
justice lying down! Organise as a com-
munity, unite as a community and fight
for your rights!™ Would we not have
to give them the same advice whether or
not there were a multi-racial organise-
tion which fought generally for demo-
cratic rights for everyone? This iz the
precise polnt. Ewven if we “merged™ the
Congresses Into one, | believe that we
would be driven, willy-nilly again to
build up special organisations of each
saction of the oppressed people, to unite
tham as communities, and to voice thelr
special community wiews. If tomorrow,
as a result of any step we take, there
were no African Mational Congress, we
would have to set out again, from the
beginning, and build one.

White Battering Ram

I know that a considerable part of the
pressure for "one Congress'” comes from
European supporters of the demoeratic
cause. I think it would be well for them
too to consider their special position in
the country and the Congress Alliance.
Their organisation, the Congress of De-
mocrats, is not an organisation of an op-
pressed community, but rather an organ-
ization of non-conformists from the
ranks of the oppressor caste. To such
people, whose courage Im defylng the
conventional prejudices of white South
Africa iz for us all & source of pride,
there may well appear to be something
contradictory in their renunciation of the
calour-bar side by side with their mem-
bership of separate organisations. But
they too only have identical interests
with the other members of the Congress
Alliance when one speaks of long-term
interests—of the common intereat of all
in liberation., But their immediate inter-
eidts are surely not identical with ours,
Their immediate interest, surely, is two-
fold: first, that they act as the hattering
ram of the liberation movement to break

through the iron-nard core of Europsan
colour prejudice and racialism; and sec-
ond, that they establish by thelr deeds
the right and justification for White
Bouth Africans to become part of the
native people of a free South Africa, and
not — like the BEritish in India or the
Dutch in Indonesia—an alien commun-

ity for whom there is no place in the
yvears after liberation.
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Even so it might ke argued that, for
C.0.D. to fill this role adeguately, a mul-
tl-racial organization would be the ans-
wer., Maybe so. But they do not enter
the fleld of battle alome. Already we
others are organised on community lines
for the reasoms I have sztated. White
Bouth Africans cannot ignore this fact,
or try to override it. They must fight
with the weapons that come to hand.
And for thosa who see that the road
ahead must be followed alongside the
liberation movements of the Non-White
peoples, there is only one way, and that
is the Congress way, the way of separ-
ate but allied fraternal organisation.
Mo other way now meets the needs of the
oppressed Non-White peoples; and be-
cause of the special position of the Eu-
raopean supporters of liberation, they
must adapt themselves to those needs,
and not seek to “reform’™ the Congress
movement to sult their special and uni-
que position,

It iz unfortunate that im a debate
such as this, some people let their ton-
gues run away with them. To sug-
gest for example, a8 one contributor
to thiz issue does, that the Bouth Afri-
can Indian Congress, with itz magni-
fleent record of struggle in the course
of uniting the Indian community, is
some sort of “political ghetto™ is of-
fenzive and ridiculous. To suggest, as
does another contributor, that illegali-
sation of the Congresses is inevitable,
iz defeatist talk which can do no one
any good, least of 21l the Congresses
who have fought successfully over the
vears not by "organising for outlawed
activity™ as the correspondent sug-
gests, but by organising against out-
lawing!

The High Water Mark

But these are small matters, The
large matter iz this. Everywhere, among
the proponentz of an all-in multi-racial
Congress we hear it said that our present
state of existence smacks of “racialism™,
or givea rise to racial exclusiveness, This
is a lie which must be nailed! On this
let there be no doubts. The high-water
mark of racial fraternity and co-opera-
tion in South Africa today is in the Con-
gress Alliance. Let thoze who speak so
glibly of "racialism” participate in the
workings of thiz Alliance; here they will
find such an absence of racial feeling,
guch complete and easy acceptance of
people of other racial groups as egualz
and az co-fighterz as 18 not to be found
anywhere in any Bouth African group.

This is the plain fact. The Congress
Alliance, formed of separate organisa-
tions, has raised a whole generation of
South Africans of all races and colours
in a new mould — In the mould of aqual-
iy and brotherhood, in the mould which
dlone of all Socuth African patterns can
claim: ‘Hera thera is no racialism.”

Let those whose theorles about Con-
gress lead them Lo conelude that we are
fostering or pandering to raclalism think
deeply on thi= fact. There is something
wrong with a theory that leads to a
conclusion which is the exact reverse
of truth and of reality. I know that
most of thosze who 20 theorize are zin-
cere and well-meaning supporters of our
cause. It is therefore appropriate that
they should serlously and soberly recon-
sider the theories which lead them so
wide of the mark. If they do so, I have
no doubt that they will come to accept,
as we of the Congresses accept today,
that our course is vindicated not alone by
theory but more — hy practice. 1 feel
gure that they will come to understand
that the Congress movement stands
where it does today because its organi-
sational structure has fitted exactly the
reguirements of the special South Afri-
can conditions in which we work. And
they will come to understand too, that
it iz only in this way that we will fin-
ally, together, build the free South Afri-
ca, and s0 liberate us all from the
shackles of oppression, and from the

pattern of separate organisation which
oppression imposes upon us.

'f.f.f-f.f'f.f.-f.-fﬂ

We owe readers an explanation
and an apology for the non-ap-
pearance of the JUME issue of
FIGHTING TALK.

FIGHTING TALK is sold at &d.
a copy but costz twice that to
produce. A small munagarn-an{'
committee battles to raise the dif-
ference between production costs
and sales revenue each month —
and the battls is getting stiffer.

If you value the magazine and
think our fighting talk should con-
tinue to reach South Africans of
all races, why not send us a dona-
tion?
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— AFRICA

INDIANS IN AFRICA

Since the days of the first mass re-
cruitment of workers from India for
gerviece on the rallroads and plantations
of Africa, the problems of the Indian's
future in thiz overwhelmingly African
continent have laim submerged and in-
significant heneath the tremendouz over-
burden of =ocial, political and economic
problems which imperial conguest pro-
duced for all the peoples of Africa alike,
It iz only now, in the vast stirrings and
ferment which coverzs Africa in our day
that the Indian citlzens of Africa have
come sharply face to face with all the
problems of their fate and future. Where
are they going? What does the future
hold for them? How ecan they help to
determine their own destiny as a com-
munity 7

Where do Indian cifizgens stand, those
of Africa south of the Sahara born and
bred in this continent, some 300,000 peo-
ple excluding the quarter million In the
TInion, for whom Africa is the only home
they know or want and for whom any
policy of retreat across the ocean iz not
g return home but a retreat into exile?
Clearly for these people, the future
hangs in the balance.

Straws in the Wind

The Accra Conference, In the name
of the liberation movements of all Afrl-
ca, proclaimed the aim of & free Africa
based on multi-racial communities en-
joying egual rights. But in Uganda,
the widespread boycott of "alien™ traders
by the national movement of the Afri-
can masses haz been, willy-nilly, mainly
a boycott of the Indlan merchants. In
Myasaland, in the recent emergency, the
anger of the African masses against the
Ualien” authority of Federation burst
put also in sporadic attacks on Indian-
owned shops.

These are warning signs to the In-
dians in Africa. Today, this year,
next year and perhaps in four or five
years to come the future of Africa
and its many groups of citizens is be-
ing decided. Where do the Indan
people stand?

Second Class Citizens

Everywhere in Africa the fact iz clear
that Indians are neither the ruling class
nor of it. Everywhere, in wayz more
subtle, less harsh perhaps, and less de-
grading than those applied to Africans,
discrimination is applied against them.
Everywhere they are, at best, second-
clags citizens. In the sense in which the
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liberation movement talks of ‘freedom’
— in the sense of eqguality with all
others In all fields of life — the Indians
have no freedom anywhere in Afriea.

In Kenya, for example, where the
largezt Indian community outside of
South Africa i= to be found, it is said —
with =mome truth, that Indians dominate
the territory's commerce, and have tak-
en charge of a large share of manufac-
turing, the professions and the civil ser-
vice, Their numbers have grown gra-
dually from the 32,000 brought in by the
British government in 1855 In order to
build the first railway, to 130,000 today.
EBut there is special legislation, passed
in 1943, geverely restricting any further
immigration to the area, or to any of

. the three East African territories. Fi-

A SPECIAL

REPORT
by A. M. KATHRADA

gures show that the average monthly
income of a Buropean in Kenyan indus-
try and commerce was f£1366; for Im-
dians the figure is £458, and for Afri-
cans £73. Likewlze In the civil service,
Europeans average f£1228 and Indians
£633; in agriculture, £1300 against £504.
There iz legizlation prohibiting Indians
trom buying land in, for instance, the
exclusive European area known as the
“White Highlands,! And in education,
the Government spent £85 in the wyear
1854-55 on every European child, £21 on
every Indian child, and less than £6 on
every African ehild. If Africans in Ken-
ya are very third-class eitizens, Indlans
clearly are a very poor second-class, The
pattern 18 repeated in the Legislative
Council, where 60,000 BEurcepeans are re-
presented by 14 members, 153,000 Indians
by 8 (divided communally into Muslim
and Hindu representatives at the re-
quest of the Henya Moslems) and 6
milllon Africans alzo by 14 members,

Parity and Inequality

In Tanganvika and Uganda, the In-
dian community har acquired a virtual
monopoly of trade, and fairly substan-
tial holdings In such Industriez as cot-
ton ginning and sugar refining. In nei-
ther of these territories is there a settl-
ed European community of much sig-
nificance, competing for the best jobs
in industry and trade, the best land-

holdings and the best commercial sites.
Here the European communities are al-
most restricted to eivil servants and
foreign administrators. In both terri-
torles Indians outnumber Europeans —
54,000 to 3,400 in Uganda and by 71,600
to 20,000 in Tanganylka. The diserim-
Ination iz accordingly less noticeable,
lezs entrenched. Yet in Tanganyvika, £223
per annum {8 spent on the education of
every European child, £31 on every In-
dian child and £8%8 om every African
child, The country iz divided for elec-
toral purposes into eleven Constituen-
cles, and the so-called “parity' system
is applied, each constituency sending one
European member (for 20,000 people),
one Indian (for 71,6000 and one African
(for over 83 million people) to the Legis-
lative Council.

In the Central African Federation,
where there are 20,000 Indlans in a total
population of some 7 million, the posi-
tion is not substantially different, ex-
cept that here, in addition to certain le-
gal disabilities, a social colour bar
against Indians operates. Each of the
three constituents of the Federation had
legal restrictions against immigration of
Indians, but one of the first acts of the
Federation, in 1954, was to pass new le-
gislation virtually preventing Indian im-
migration entirely save for a special
category of ministers of religion, teach-
ers and wives of residents.

Theze are the main centres of Indian
settlement in this portion of Afriea, ex-
cluding the Tnion of South Africa where
the pogition is too well Known to need
repetition. Here in the Unlon, the
legral and administrative digserimination
against Indians iz stronger than any-
where in Africa. Here the social colour
bar operateg most harshly against them,
Here alone, in all this part of Africa,
they are completely dizfranchized; here
alone thelr property iz being foreibly
expropriated under Group Areas legisla-
tion, for the benefit of their White com-
petitors,.  Here it might well be said,
White rule has reduced the Indian popu-
lation most nearly to the level of Afri-
canz, unfree, insecure, politically power-
less,

Road to Security

If this were the whole truth, it would
be easy to azsume that here at least
there should be none of the sources of
bitterness, anger and jealousy which pod-
som the atmosphere of African-Indian
relations in other partz of the cont’nent,
But the truth iz more complex, Despite
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all their disabilities, in Boulh Africa also
the average wages of the Indian work-
ers in industry and commerce — are
higher than thoze of Africans; here too
their disabilitles though severe are few-
er, their movements less restricted than
those of Africans. Here too they enjoy
a measure of wealth, landed property
and economic opportunity undreamed of
by Africans. Here too there is that fer-
tile fleld for race hostility, the wirtual
Indian monopoly of trade in and around
many African locations, the continual
allegation of "profiteering', of “exploi-
tation,” carrying with it an undertone
of anti-Indlan raclalism. Thiz, doubt-
leas, is the immediate source of the rare
outbursts of open anti-Indian hostility
amongst Africans ,such as the frenzied
period in Durban in 1848 when African
mobs committed widespread acts of pil-
lage and viclence against Indians,

Buch outbursts are, however, rare;
they have hecome even rarer in recent
vears despite the steady Nationalist-
inspired rise of racial thinking and ra-
clal passions in the South African scene
asd a whole, Here, unlike most o her
parts of Africa, the articulate political
leaders of the African people have stead-
fastly campaigned, especially in the post-
war vears, for recognition of the Indan
citizens as allies and as equals, as peo-
ple whose right to live and participate
in all fields of life in thiz country, now
and in the future after liberation, is un-
quesationed and accepted. Here, in the
deeds and words of the leading African
politicians, there has been no easy ac-
ceptance of demagogic, raclalistic glo-
gang, no deviating from the hard road
of multi-raclal principles. If the prezent
helps us to predict the future, it may
well be sald that here, in the Union of
Bouth Africa, the future of the Indlan
population the post-liberation future
— ls more secure and certain than any-
where in Africa.,

lllusory Choice

Can South Africa’s experience then
point the way forward for the erisis-
prezsed Indian communities elsewhere
in Africa? This perhaps, 18 & question
for those communities to ponder and o
answer for themselves, Certainly South
Africa presents no easy universally ap-
plicable answer to the problems of the
future of the Indians of Africa. Else-
where in the territories to the North,
there has always been & choice of paths
open to the Indians; to ally themselves
with their British rulers against the Af-
ricans, accepting the minor discrimina-
tlons and dizabilities in order to pluck
the rich pickings? Or to ally them-
gelves with the Africans against the rul-
ers? Elsewhere in Africa, especially in
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the wvears that are past, beforc the up-
gurge of the African masses oa their
road to freedom, generally the lot has
been thrown in with their rulers against
the ruled. As late az 1956, President
M. 8. Mangat of the Kenya Indian Con-
Eress was counselling his community;

"“We must end the 50 vear feud with
the Buropean community and bury
the hatchet . . . Our zelf-interest
ordaing that we should be in favour
of the British connection in Kenya."
Mo such choice has ever presented it-
gelf to the Indian community of South
Africa. Here always the White ruling
class has chosen io lean on the sirong
arms of its two milion White citizens;
it has had no need of Indian bolstering
and support; it has ruled by race dis-
crimination pure and simple, visiting
that dizerimination ever more heavily on
all sections of the Non-White popula-
tion, Indlan, African and Coloured indiz-
criminately, Here the Indlan population
had an even simpler choice than else-
where; stand together with the Africans
or go under alone,

Even then, in that simple choice, the
road to & clear-cut declzslon has not been
an easy or & quick one. Through all the
vears from the first campaignzs of In-
dian political action led by Gandhi in
191%, to the Paessive Resistance of 1938,
the Indian community followed the mis-
taken belief that it had a third course
open to it; to filght alone and win its
place in the sun for itself unaided. Un-
dersianding came hard and painfully.
But it came. Since 1938, through many
twists and turns, gradually the political
movement of the Indlan community has
come to stand side by side with that of
Africans — through the Non-European
United Front of 1939, the Xuma-Dadoo-
Naicker Pact to the present Congress
Alllance,

Preaching Perfection

A correspondent writes to ‘Fighting
Talk' to suggest that, to safeguard their
future in Afriea Indians outside of the

Union “. . . must immediately cease re-
garding themazelves as privileged people,
expecting privileges over Africans.”

Thiz iz the advice of perfection; it could
wall have been sald to the Indianz of the
Union in 1910 and every year there-

after. The truth is that, by comparison

with Africans, they are privileged peo-
ple; and, in the way of men, will not
abandon their privileges or imagine them
out of existence,

If there Is any universal significance
in tha South African experience It is
surely NOT that Indians have been per-
suadad to ignora their privileges owver
Africans; but rather that they have been
persuaded to fight against their disablll-

ties vis-a-vis Europeans! Indian-African
relations in the liberation movement here
today are firm and sound not because
Indians have been given the selflezsness
of angels, and have fought for the rights
of Africans. They are sound because
Indians have fought for the rights of
Indians! And because, in the course of
that fight for themselves, they have
grown into an alliance with those who
also fight for their rights against the
single, common enemy. True, today the
Indian Congress fights everywhere, to
the best of its ability for the rights of
Africans, But that is a by-product of its
struggle for the rights of the Indian com-
munity — a by-product only and not the
prime mover of its workings,

Elsewhere in Africa, by contrast, un-
til recent months, the Indian community
has not fought for its own rights. It
haz bargained for them, by giving in
exchange its allegiance and support to
the ruling class. On this basis there is
little prospect of cementing real Indian-
African unity to safeguard the Indian
community for the future.,

In Nyazaland African National Con-
gress leaders, particularly Dr. Banda
have zald harsh words about the Nyasa-
land Asian Convention led by the Indian
lawyer Mr. Abdul Satter Sacranie, In-
dians in MNvasaland have been accused
of being “opportunists, profiteers and
guislings' .The anti-Indian trend can be
traced not only to the behaviour of the
Indian shopkeeper but also to the ab-
senice of Indlan support for the African
Congreas.

To make matters worse the Asian
Convention has put forward a demand
for parity of representation with the
African and European people.

"Indiagns must realise” =aid Dr, Ban-
da “that just az they fought for their
freedom in India, we are fighting for
our freedom here. We cannot allow
them parity with us just as we could not
agree to BEuropean parity. We are in the
majority and we demand our majority.

“Indians in Nyasaland must show a
change of heart and unless they do this
I am not prepared to consider them as
song and daughters of Nyasaland., What
we demand iz an African majority. In-
diang have never identified themselves
with the Africans, but with Coloureds
and Europeans. They must decide for
themselves whether they want to join
Congress or not."

There iz a process of reappraisal go-
ing on throughout the continent; new
ways forward are necessary if the In-
dians, a3 communitiez in Africa, are not
to po under, To some extent those new
wayz are being found.

In Kenya, for the first time, Indians
and Africans have formed a joint dele-

(Continued on page 12)
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Africans Discover Africa

Kenya leader TOM MBOYA launched

the world-wide celebration of Africa

Freedom Day this year with this speech

— slightly abridged — delivered in New
York.

April 15 was decided upon as Africa
Freedom Day at the first Conference of
the Independent African Statezs held at
Accra in April 1958, and was later en-
dorsed by the first All-African People's
Conference also held at Accra in De-
cember of last year. These conferences
marked the dizcovery of Africa by Afri-
cang, This iz in complete contrast to
the discovery of Africa by Europeans in
the 18th century.
~ What is this Africa and what do we
mean, by the word FREEDOM? This is
what many of us are thinking and talk-
ing about today throughout the world,
Afriea iz still associated in the minds of
many people in the United States and
some Eurgpean countriez with the 19th
century. They think of the dark con-
tinent, the jungles, the wild beasts, the
Africa as presented to them by Holly-
wood — the fierce, lgnorant, or merrily
and furiously dancing tribesmen. Little
iz it realised that Africa, too, shares in
what we call the 20th century: modern
cities, schools, roads, airfields, houses,
carg, and s0 on. As we celebrate this
day, therefore, we might usefully stop
and ponder these guestionsz.

Africa desires to be understood and to
be recognised from the viewpoint and

perspective of her own people. Africa
is no longer willing to be referred to as
British, French, Belgian, or Portuguese
Africa. Africa must create and assert
her own perscnality, and speak for her-
gelf, Bhe cannot be a projection of Eur-
ope nor any longer permit herself to be
interpreted or spoken for by self-appoint-
cd interpreters,

It waz this conviction that moved Af-
rican statesmen and political and trade
union leaders to hold the two conferences
at Accra that will no doubt mark out
1858 as Africa’s year.

The Conference of Independent Afri-
can states marked the birth of the Afri-
can personality. The representatives of
the African States at Accra unanimous-
Iv agreed on the need for Africa to rise
and be heard at all the counecils of world
affalrs; and to effect this objective they
created the Organization of African
States, which now consults on all ques-
tions affecting Africa before the 1IN,
and which represents the united will of
all Africans on such issues. Equally
important was their decision that Afri-
ca's total liberation was the task for all
Africans,

To Implement the latter decision non-
governmental representatives of African
people from the entire continent met at
the All-Afriean People's Conference in
Ghana last December. That Conference
gave birth to the African Community.
By unanimoug vote all 500 delegates from
political parties, nationalist organiza-
tions, trade unions, and similar groups

Indians in Africa

(Continued from previous page)
gation to demand of the British govern-
ment a new constitution, in which both
Indians and Africans claim their rights
to representation aecording to their
numbers — and with no racial ‘loading’
of the franchize,

These are the beginnings. For the
men in the middle, ground between the
millstone of the White rulers and the
nether millstone of the surging African
masses, they need to be pursued with
vigour, not just by the few, far-sighted
leaders, but by the communities az a
whole. At the moment their steps are
both little and late. But to hurry them
on, and to sweep the whole Indian com-
munity of each territory forward with
them, it 18 necessary that they break
cleanly and firmly with the past, that
they strike out on a vigorous campaign
for their own rights against the White
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rulers who have held them securely in
the middle gince first their feet touched
African shores, Perhaps this was what
waz in Pandit MNehru's mind when he
£2aid to the Indians of Africa:

“We do not encourage or support
them in anything they might want
which goes against the interest of
Africans. We shall support them
of course In their legitimate de-
mands,"

That was in 1058, With a greater
sense of urgency, during the looting of
Indian shops in Nyasaland in March of
this year the All Indian Congress Work-
ing Committee sald in & resolution:—

“Develop friendly, co-operative re-

lations with the African peoples, and

give them support for their legiti-

mate demands for freedom."
Where, as in South Africa, that course
has been followed, there only are to-
day's “men in the middle” reasonably
confident that they will be tomorrow's
equals, accepted citizens,

from every part of Africa agreed to work
together in full co-operation for the to-
tal liberation of all Africa.

Thugz both conferences were character-
ized by a spirit of unity based upon the
same predominant concepts and ideals—
above all, those expressed in the common
purpose — independence for all Africa!
There was agreement that the indepen-
dence of one territory is incomplete and
meaningless unless it iz accompanied by
total independence for all territories.
Thiz, Indeed, was but the practical ap-
plication of the moral principle express-
ed earlier and more elegantly that “no
man is an island", and less elegantly but
In lanpusge every American recognises
that "we must all hang together lest we
hang =zeparately.”

The year 1058 also saw the inaugura-
tion of the United Nationz Economie
Commission for Africa at Addis Ababa
in Ethiopla. This marked, in fact, the
U.N.'s functional recognition of Africa's
legitimate place and role in the world's
economic and soclial community, and was
another useful addition te the 20th cen-
tury discovery of Africa. It provided a
long-delayed wehicle for Pan-African
economic planning and co-ordination.

There are those who complain that
the discovery of Africa and the African
personality and community by Africans
is taking place at too fast a pace. Such
people should be reminded that Africa i=
many years behind the rest of the world
and that, in these circumstances, we can-
not afford the luxury of wasting time.
They might well remember the old adage
that “he who is behind must run faster
than he who is in front.” In the case of
Afriea we do not only have to run faster
but we have, at the same time, to try to
avoid the mistakes and pitfalls of those
who have "run before us", a consider-
able addition to our task. Lest any be-
lieve we are really running too fast, let
me recall to them that colonialism has
existed in Africa for over four centuries,

Most people seem to agree that colo-
nialism is on the way out. It is, there-
fore, doubly difficult to understand why
nationg which are signatories to the
United Nations Charter and which have
committed themselves to the Declaration
of Human Rights have not found it pos-
gible to give effective support to the
African's struggle for freedom. Most
of them have been noted for thelr com-
promising attitude and their desire to
please the colonial powers or each other
at the expense of democracy and human
rights. How can anyone honestly be-

(Continued on page 14)
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liewe that a compromise is possible
where human rights, democracy, and
Christlan ideals are concerned, and still
expect the African to have confidence
and faith in him ?

Of 220,000,000 Africang only 70,000,000
live in independent states free of white
minority domination. The rest have yet
to be liberated from colonialism and
European domination. Surveying the si-
tuation of the 150,000,000 people still not
free, one will immediately see what the
African talks about when he condemns
colonialism and Eurcopean settler domin-
ation.

Take my own country, Kenya., Until
the May Mau eruption, few people had
heard of Kenya, and today few under-
stand its basic problems — most of them
created by British colonialism,

Politically speaking, the British Gowv-
ernment haz, through its Colonial Of-
fice, toadied to the European settlers,
and condoned if mot encouraged their
domination of every phase of life. To-
day 60,000 Europeans are, under the pre-
sent Constitution, represented by the
game number of elected members (14)
as are the country's six million Africans.
Although the Europeans have since 1923_
voted on the basiz of universal suffrage,
Africans are restricted to an entirely
arbitrary, multiple-vote franchise, which
iz unrelated not only to the sztandards
for white and Asian voters, but also to
those zet for African voters in surround-
ing British territories. Thus the bewil-
dered EKenyvan African may vole if he
has an annual income of £110, and may
cast nol more than two additional votes
if he meets certain other requirements,
whereas in adjoining Uganda, literacy
in the vernacular is not enough to gua-
lify an African to vote, but he is, how-
ever, never entitled to a multiple vote.
On the other hand, the income reguire-
ments for African wvoters are £140 in
Tanganylka, and £710 in the Rhodesias,
Such standards, arbitrary in the extreme
have =erved oaly to suggest to Africans
in Kenya and elsewhere that they are
being cheated and frustrated in their
basic democratic right of franchise.

Economically the government has un-
til recently forbidden Africans to raise
the profitable cash crops (coffee, tea, si-
&al, ete.), and even now it subjects them
to discriminatory licensing, ecredit, and
other reztrictions, which are not applied
to Europeans. Far more serious to the
Africans, the Government has reserved
the entire cool, fertile highlands for
white settlers only — refusing to allow
Africanz to farm even unoccupied sec-
tions — while as many as T00-900 Afri-
cans are crowded per square mile onto
the poor semi-desert areas not wanted
by the whites.
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Socially, segregation stlll prevails in
far too many areas, particularly in such
presumably public facllities as schools
and hospitalz, Discrimination in educa-
tion i= singularly frustrating to Africans
for they all realise that schools provide
the keyvz to a better and happier life
for their children.

Yet while many Europeans have com-
pulsory education, education for Afri-
cans is neither compulsory nor free, The
Kenya government spends £30 per year
for each European child's education; for
each far more needy African child it
spends only £4,

To add to other grievances, Kenyva Af-
ricans are now living their sixth Vear
under the state of emergency proclaimed
during the Mau Mau uprising. Since its
proclamation, thousands of Africans
have been arrested and detalned — and
regtrictions are still arbitrarily exercis-
ed. Shortly before I left Eenya, the
police invaded my house in the middle
of the night and searched it, suppressed
the newspaper printed by the Nairobi
People's Convention Party, and arrested
scores of party members. About 2,000
political prisoners remain in detention
camps, amongz them Jomo Kanyatia, de-
spite recent revelations that two prinel-
pal Crown witnesses were paid £1500 and
that at least one of them admitted per-
juring himself at the trial. To all our
reprezentations and appeals, the British
government has turned a deaf ear, and
our people, naturally, are becoming more
and more restive,

Independence Meeded for Progress

Africans are convinced that economic
and social conditions cannot be consider-
ed apart from their political setting.
Self-government and independence open
Ereat possibilities for economic and so-
clal development. Self-government per-
mits people not only to embark on de-
velopment programmes serving purpose-
fully the needs of their country which
ihey know best, but also enables them
to establish relations with other coun-
tries on the basis of equality and to co-
ordinate progressively the economy of
their country with those of others. Full
economic and social emancipation iz not
pozsible without political emanecipation.
Ahove all, it is through becoming mas-
ters of their own fate that the energiesz
of the people are fully released for the
arducuz task of economic and social de-
velopment.,

The subjection of a people, in any
form, including forced labour, apartheid,
or colonialism under the guise of assi-
milation, 1= wholly inimical to economic
and social development. This is our ans-
wer to those who argue that we must
walt until we have a viable economy and

have acquired enough experience bafore
we have the right to demand our Free-
dom.

This argument for delay, which smells
of a paszsive betrayval of democracy, Lg-
nores the fact that, so far, experience
hag shown that it is only after indepen-
dence that the world has begun to be
conscious of our econmomic and social
problems. In fact, the foundations for
stable government have been laid only
after independence, which makes non-
sense of the plea of colonial govern-
ments that they are training us for self-
government. In every case, colonial
powers have left their African territories
only when the organised pressure of our
people has made it impossible for them
to govern without serlous consequences.

Oppeonents of Freedom Answered

In addition to crying “Caution', "Go
Slow", opponents of African freedom
have ralsed other objections., While
most of the opposition arises from those
who fear that independence will cost
them status, economic advantage, or
other special privilege, I would like brief-
ly to consider the gquestions that are
posed to me time and again by non-
Africans:

For example, I have repeatedly bheen
asked about the use of wviolence to
achieve freedom. To thiz I can only ans-
wer that we are totally committed to
non-violent positive action. Neverthe-
less, I must call attention to the wise
words of the great English reformer,
John Bright, who in 1866 declared:

“T have never said a word in favour of
force, All I have sald has been against
it — but T am at liberty to warn those
in authority that justice long delayed,
or long-continued injustice, always pro-
vokez the employment of force to obtain
and therefore of the Supreme that this
redress, It iz in the ordering of nature
is 8o, and all preaching to the contrary
iz of no avail. If men build houses on
the zlopez of Vesuvius, T may tell them
of their folly and insecurity, but I am
not in any way provoking, or respon-
gible for, the eruption that sweeps them
all away. I may say too that Force, to
prevent Freedom, and to deny rights, is
not more moral than Force to gain
Freedom and secure rights."

Secondly, there are those, perhaps af-
fected by the guilty conscience which
the general record of Western colonial-
ism must unfortunately lead to, who fear
that we Africans may wyield to the not
unsurprising temptation to victimize
minorities — particularly the formerly
dominant whites — when we gain inde-
pendence. To them I can only repeat
what we resolved at Accra in Decem-

(Continued on page 16)
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The ‘How’ of Evolution

The truth of evolution, the fact that
species of animals and plans have chang-
ed in the course of time into other and
different species, i2 denied today only hy
the ignorant and the prejudiced. It iz
an imdieatlon of SBouth Afriea's cultyral
backwardness that the teaching of evo-
lution is taboo in TWost of our schools
and =ome of our universities.

Many today accept evolution just be-
cause “science says 80" Science iz re-
garded by some people with much the
game awe as “‘divine seripture” was re-
garded by thelr grandparents. The res-
son b2, of eourse, becfuse selence delivers
the goods in the form of anti-typhus vac-
cine, sputniks, television and the rest.®

We must distinguish carefully be--

tween the fact of evolution and theories
as to how it occurred. We know, with a
fair degree of certainty, that the modern
horse iz dezcended from a little dog-like
creature with three toes on each foot
and no hooves, called Eohippus. In the
same way we can be sure that man
evolved from an ape-like creature with a
comparatively small brain. But we do
not know with anything like the same
certainty what caused little Eohippus to
develop into a horze or what made a
ground-ape become a man. Here we are
in the realm of theory and speculation.

MNatural Selection

There is one theory, however, regard-
ing the causal mechanizm of evolution
which is widely accepted by biclogists,
This iz the theory of natural selectlon,
first put forward by Darwin. There was
& period, round about the turn of the cen-
tury, when thizs theory was not very po-
pular in scientific circles, but during the
last thirty years or 3o it has come bhack
in a big way, =0 that Darwin'z standing
iz as high today as It was a hundred
vears ago when the Origin of Species
was published.

The man in the =street who accepls
evolution but haz no technical knowledgo
of the subject, is in most cases a Lamar-
kian and not a Darwinian, Lamark was
a zoologist and an evolutionlzt who lved
before Darwin, He believed that ani-
mals developed new organs by some 2070
of striving and because they needed these
organs. He believed that uze and disuse

* An interesting situalion arlzes when
relgious people say thai -'science proves
geripture to be true.)' I should likc to
comment on this in a future article.
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accounted for the growth or disappear-
ance of bodily structures. Thus if fish
living in dark underground caves have
Ipat their eyes it is because they did not
use them.

Lamarkian Theory

A pood subject to discuss in this con-
nection iz the future of man and his
brain. It will illustrate the differenc
between the Lamarkian and the Darwin-
ian points of view. The man in the
street, who iz a Lamarkian, will tell you
that it is likely that the men and women
of the future will have larger and better
brains, for the simple reason that we
have to use our brain: more and more.
Compare the tribal Afriean gitting in tho
sun with the location dweller tryving to
mend hig =econd-hand car when it hreaks
down.

In faet there is no evidence that by
mere Lrying an animal can change the
characters of its offspring. The =on will
not have better muscles becauze hizs fa-
ther went in for weight-lifting nor will
the daughter have a better brain beecause
her mother choze book-keeping rather
than wet-nursgsing as a profession. If
che Individual is more intelligent than
another it is due in general to hizs hav-
ing inherited a better thinking machine
called a brain, It's frue that environ-
ment comes into the pleture: one can he
taught to think more intelligently and
thus score higher marks in an intellig-
ence test. Bul there are limits to this,
All the mathematical education in the

wiorld would not make an Einstein oot
af Tom Fool,

Genes

We know enough about heredity to be
able to aszszert that it is determined by
genes, These are chemical particles pre-
sent in the cellzs of the body and passed
on to the next generation in the female
eggs and male spermz. Every cell has
50 many thousands of these genes, half
of them coming from the male parent
and half from the female parent., The
structure and functioning of the brain,
as of other organs and the body as
a whole, iz determined in the first inst-
ance by the genes, acting of course in a
particular environment. An individual
may be born with good genes for intelli-
gence but may become a cretinoid idiot
because of lack of iodine in his food. An
individuai born with bad genes for intel-
ligence will remain sub-normal on the
most perfect diet.

Meo. 4 IN OUR
SCIENCE SERIES

If men could be bred like animals, it
would be possible, by selecting men and
women having good genes for intellig-
ence, and mating them for a number of
generations, to produce a race of super-
men. In the same way, by choosing bad
genes, one could produce a race of idiots.
This could e done working merely on
the genes present in human beings to-
day,

Mutatien

However the genes themselves are sub-
ject to change by a process called muta-
tion. Gene-mutation Iz caused, among
other things, by short-wave radiation
such as is produced by the explosion of
auclear bombz.  Bome mutationz pro-
duce better genes; most produce harm-
ful ones,

In the past, under so-called “natural"
conditions, one assumes that selection
pperated: the more Intelligent survived
and produced offzpring, while the less
inteligent died out. To demonstrate
that modern civilised man iz evolving
into a race of superior beings of greater
intelligence, one would have to show that
the people with better genes are still pro-
ducing more children than the people
with inferior ones. This would be a very
difficult thing to prove, and most of the
evidence seem= to show that in fact
things are now going the other way.

EDWARD ROUX.

— ===
TITBIT

Harvard FProf. F. J. Roethlisberger
was recently studying personnel rela-
tions at a large company when he notic-
ed that one executive, recently transfer-
red to & new job, showed signs of anxi-
ely — Insomnia, loss of appetite, inabil-
ity to concentrate, The profeszor also
noticed that all high-ranking executives
in the company had twin-pedestal desks,
but the troubled man's desk had only one
pedestal. Immediately the professor re-
placed the desk with a twin-pedestal mo-
del and the executive's anxiety disap-
peared — according to the professor.
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-— BOOK REVIEW

African Farm Workers in the Eastern Cape

Current court and press revelations of
methods of shanghal'ing African work-
erg imto farm labour show that near-
slavery conditions flourizh with impunity
in & number of farming disirlets in our
country.

However the evils of the farm labour
gystem do not end with indentured la-
bour, as i3 clearly revealed in thiz ex-
cellent z2tudy of the economic conditions
of African farm workers in the Eastern
Cape, where the bulk of labour employ-
ed on farms iz tenant lanour,

This survey, based on 73 farms in the
Albany and Bathurst districts, 2 painzs-

takingly objective and exact, and bristles

with facts and flgures which give damn-
ing evidence of a feudal system of em-
plovment. Farm workers and their fa-
milies exist like zerfs, depending entirely
on the generosity and goodwill of the
farmer a8 there are no State regulations
governing their wages and general work-
ing conditions. It follows from this that
conditions vary enormously from farm to
farm, so that average figures are far
from representative. Nevertheless it is
worth noting that the average sarnings
in cash and kind of a family of & to 7
persons is L£107 per annum, or just less
than £9 per month!

Apart from revealing the excesszively
low standard of living of tenant labour-
ers, Miss Roberts has investigated the
productivity and mobility of labour, and
the effects that influx control has had
on these, and wage ratez generally,

On the paternalistic nature of labour-
emplover relations, the author empha-
gsisez the fundamental fact that "farm
workerg are granted privileges not
rights.”

South African farmers never tire of
complaining of the low productivity of
their labour, but Miss Roberts' investiga-
tions show that the productivity of
farm labour hasg little or no relation to
the amount he earns. Wages are deter-
mined entirely by the laws of supply and
demand., In fact in her chapter of con-
clusions, she pointz ouf that due to the
dizastrous effects of influx control regu-
lations, an increase in labour productiv-
ity can in fact reduce the wage level of
farm workers.

The =short appendix which tells the
story of 106 wvear old Smiles Manzi is
well placed at the end of the book. After
all the telling evidence of the miserable
existence of farm labourers of today,
here iz the story of & man who has spent
almost all his 106 yearz labouring on
farms, and whose children and grand-
children are living in conditions in no
way better than thoze he experienced a
century ago,

LABOUR IN THE FAREM ECOMNO-
MY, by Margaret Roberts. Publish-
ed by the B.A, Imstitute of Race
Relationz,. P.O. Box 97, Johannes-
burg. Price Ts.6d.
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Africans Discover
Africa

{Continued from page 14)

ber — mamely that Africa will be devel-
oped towards a democracy where indi-
vidual rights will be recognised and
guaranteed, regardlezs of race of colour.
Our guarrel is only with coloniallsm and
European domination. With these we
ghall never compromise,

Lastly, there are zome who are only
too ready to try to make capltal out of
some of our teething problems. They
expect perfection from us and lie in wait
to ridicule our demand for freedom
every time they see — or fancy they
gee — any error o misjudgement by an
African. I am flattered by these people
because whereas they have not vet at-
tained perfection themselves, they be-
lieve we are better filted to achieve it
before them., We have nothing to apolo-
glse for; but while we will always wel-
come construetive criticism, we do not
and cannot allow interference with the
govereignty of our independent states.
Any problems we meet during our early
Btages of independence reflect on the
utter failure of colonialism az a training
ground. We have no reason to believe
that if colonial governments had ancther
hundred wyearz the zsltuation would be
hetter,

But is it really necessary for us to
justify our demand for freedom or even
fo answer as to our readiness to shoulder
the responzibilitiez of zelf-government?
If o0, to whom are we accountable, and
by what and whose standards are we to
be judged? What right has any other
perzon to zet himself up as our tutor
and judge?

I submit that we have a right to
gelf-determination. It is a birthright
which we need not either justify or ex-
plain. We know and understand our de-
glres and responsibilities to our people,
countries and world peace, The other
nations would do well to co-operate with
us in our efforts instead of setting them-
gelves up a8 our judges.
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