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BRASS-STUDDED GCOLLARS FOR CHIEFS

The Nationalist Government is pre-
paring this year and next to extend
the system of Bantu Authorities from
the nuunl.rﬁaide to the towns. Only
this month the Transkeiean Terri-
torial Authority considered nomina-
tions for tribal ambassadors in the ur-

ban areas.

Hundreds of Bantu Authorities have
been set up in the Reserves, and the
Government has been surveying its
handiwork with the complacent air
of a school principal who, by nn au.rly
morning lecture to his pupils,
settled discipline in the E[:Eﬂﬂ] fﬂr nll
time.

Yet the Transkei, oldest and most
important Reserve in the Union, is
seething with unrest over this system
of Bantu Authorities. Pondoland is
g troubled area verging on civil war,
Like Sekhukhuneland and Zeerust in
the Transveal before them, Govern-
ment-propped Bantu Authorities are
ﬁrmgmg to an ugly crisis all the sim-
mering grmmnne.l and the burnin
sense of injustice suffered by the :If
rican people of the countryside

The Bantu Authorities Act :tseli is
coming under fire. The ple are
objecting to the methods of the local,
regional and territorial Bantu Auth-
orities and the powers and practices
of the chief ans headmen who are
part of these Authorities. But also
under fire are the taxes, the pass laws,
and the labour control regulations,
the peoples’ land hunger, the govern-

ment’s agricultural policy in the Re-
serves, lhese general grievances are
by no means irrelevant to the affair
of the Bantu Authorities.

The people of the Reserves see
plainly that the Bantu Authoritics
are intended to make the African peo-
ple administer their own oppression.

Dr. Verwoerd's policy is to make the
African chief and headman the buf-
fer between the people and the gov-
ernment.

Unpopular policies will seem to
emanate from the tribal heads them-
selves. The Bantu Authority Chief
will speak with the words of the gov-
ernment, but the sounds will seem to
issue from his own mouth. -~

Moye and more the Bantu Affairs
Department White official will with-
draw into the background. The res-
ponsibility for issuing unpopular or-
ders, increasing taxes, imposing new
cattle culling regulations, perseculing
opponents of Bantu Affairs Depart-
ment policy, will be shifted from the
policeman in khaki uniform and the
official behind the desk in the gov-
ernment office to ‘the chief pmijing
over his own court and commanding
a bodyguard of strong men to protect
him from the anger of his tribe and
enfpree his rule.

The Nationalists hope that when
trouble does break out (for even the
B.A.D. realizes that this is inevit-
able) then the Bantu Authority mem-

IN THIS ISSUE

Editorial : Brass-Studded Collars for Chiefs ... ... ...
Pondoland Goes to the United Nations
That Republic: The Nats. Iast Territorial Demand? ... ... ...
Boycott Balance Sheet, by Economist

Working Intervention, by Renald Segal . . o e s s e e T
Life Behind Bars: Reports from Détainees ... .. e e e v . B
The Press: The Newspaper War for the Congo . v s e e e 11

Africa: Basutoland, by Joe Matthews ... . o e e
Trade Union: One Pound a Day Campaign ... ... ...

e, P

Theatre: Stage Producers and Stone Walls . . . o . R -

Sport: No More Colour-Bar Olympic Games .. ...

PAGE TWoO

i o s 100

bers will bear the brunt of it. The
system is meant to deflect the anger
of the people from the government to
the tribal heads who have been man-
peuvred into positions of authority in
the Keserves.

Not that they have much author-
ity. The Nationalists call this self
rule.. But the Bantu Authorities have
power only to build on the present
system of oppressive rule. They can
tighten the screws, but they cannoot
take them out and throw them away.
They cannot make laws or change
laws; they can only administer them.
Chiefs, headmen, ecommoners who
serve on Baotu Authorities are in-

- gtalled there to do the work of the

(rovernment, subject to its :

Those chiefs who tried, in the early
days of Lhe Bantu Authority system,
to scrve Xetﬁle.a* interests and op-
pose Bantu Authorities had a clear
ultimatum put to them: accept Ban-
t'; Authorities or lose your chieftain.
ship.

By the time the Bantu Authority
member accepts office he has been
tamed. He wears a collar and a lead.
The collar might have bright brass
studs to ornament it, but it is a collar
all the same.

It is because they see that the Gov-
ernment holds the far end of the lead
that the people of P and
other parts of the Transkei have di-
rected their fire not only at the Ban-
tu Authorities but also al government
policy as a whole.

The Bantu Authorities are proving
useless as buffers in the government's
first line of defence against the anger
of the people. For from entrenching
tribalism and chieftainship the Bantu
Authoritics system is destroying them.

African chieftainship stands con-
demned once it becomes an instru-
ment of the Bantu Authorities
Act and a party to the administration
of the people’s oppression.

The Bantu Authorities Act was
meant to divide the people and get
stooges to rule for the gatil}naliltm
Instead it is uniting the people of
the countryside as seldom before be-
cause now a tribal head who does the
dirty work of the government be-
comes as hated as his master.
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From the fields around Bizana to the forum of the United Nations. This year's session of the world body,
strengthened by the admission of a formidable group of newly independent African states, will hear many
petitioners for African freedom. Among them will be the chosen emissary of the people of Pondoland,
bearing with him their memorandum on the causes of the trouble in this part of the Transkei.

The memorandum plunges to the heart of this crisis: ''The Government has boasted that Bantu Authori-
ties is an attempt to teach the Africans to develop democratic institutions. The real truth is that the
African people have deep democratic traditions which the Government is trying to subvert through

Bantu Awthorities."

Here is a portion of the memorandum taken from Pondoland to the United Nations.

PONDOLAND GOES TO THE
UNITED NATIONS

THE

BEGINNINGS OF THE TROUBLE

The beginningas of the trouble lie In
the appointment of Botha Sigcau as
Paramount Chief of the Pondos. He
was appointed Iin deflance of the will
of the people and contrary to their laws
and customs. It 15 not the Chief's eld-
est son whe pecersarily becomes tribal
head, nor the son of the first wife of the
chlef, which Botha was. The successor
to the chieftalnship is the eldest son of
the wife of the chief for whose hand the
whole tribe pald the dowry. On the
death of this man the tribe nominated
Mandlonke as chief, but the Government
appointed Botha and he was Installed
as Paramount Chief in 1939 under arm-
ed guard.

Here was & bad epnough beglinning.
But matters have grown steadily worse,
for Botha has brushed aside the tradi-
tion that a chief is not a dictatorial
ruler but Is Intéended to represent the
will of the people; and has steadlly lso-
lated himself from his people and tried
to force government decisions on them.

NO

The Bantu Authorities Act was pass-
ed in Parliament in 1856. The Pondos
were officlally notified about the Act
towards the end of 1957. The Chief Ma-
Elstrate of Pondoland and Botha Slgcau
held meetings to persuade the Pondos to
accept the system but though they lis-
tened patiently enough to the speeches
of government representatives, the Poon-
do people rejected the new scheme.

In 1658 all districtz were invited fo
& large meeting called by the Minister
of Native Affairs, Mr. de Wet Nel,
and the Paramount Chief.

“They did not know that they wers
being called to give the impression
that Bantu Authorities were to be
implemented In FPondoland. As they
were not asked to say anything, the
Fondos refralped from expressing
their views at the meeting, especially
ag it was supposed to be a celebration.
Botha announced that he had been
promoted to take -over the chalr of

the Chief Magistrate at Umtata and
that in turn some of hizs chiefs would
be promoted to higher poasitions in
various districts, Pondo courta were
to become appeal courts too. Other
festival gatherings were held to cele-
brate these and other ‘great changes'
belng brought about. The people wera
told they were getting *self-govern-
mhﬂ-

The FPondos now began to ask why
they were being given Bantu Authorl-
ties which they had previously refused.
The Paramount Chief had the answer

pat: it was too late. It was done and
oo one could undo it.

The Paramount Chlef now appolnted
his supporters elther hereditary chiefs
or Bantu Councillors, A hierarchy of
pro-government councillors in the con-
fidence of their Paramount Chlef grew
up; locations and chieftainships were
shuffled about and the Bantu Authority
courts started to operate.

CONFIDENCE IN THE COURTS

Tha new courts have been a major
cause of resentment against the new sys-
tem. The UNO memorandum says, fesl-
Ingly “As the chiefs and counciliors of
the courts are chosen by Botha without
consultation with tha people these courts
have no Interest In us, thelr obligation
being only to Botha. Decisions by the
courts are unfair . . . Because the Coun-
cillors are not responsible to the people
they are open to bribery and corrup-
tion « .
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People of merit are not chosen to =it
in the courts, but those who have gone
over to the government against the
gtream of tribal opinion. The Pondo are
insisting on the reinstatement of their
own traditional courts. Here iz how
they describe their working in thelr UN
memorandum.

“Our people do not object to the new
courts because certain councillors are
illiterate, In the past most of our cases
were tried by llterate men. QOur ob-

jection is based on the fact that persons
of merit are not chosen, but persons
who do not have our confidence and per-
song who Ignore our laws and customs.
Most of our law is more or less na-

tural and any male adult of the tiibe
who has grown up ameng us and thus
who knows our laws and customs iz en-
titled to sit on any case together with
the chief who i8 trying the case. The
tribesmen who sit with the chief have
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a3 much right as the chief to question
the parties and their witnesses.

After all the evidence has been heard
the chief and all the tribesmen who sat
with him deliberate on the case, As
not one of them usually has an interest
in the case, by their joint comsultation
they usually soon arrive at a unanimous
just decision acceptable to both pariies.
The chief delivers the judgement, but,
and this must be stressed, the judgment
iz not hiz personal judgement, but iz the
judgement of the whole group who tried
the case,

Thus in the traditional ecourts of the
people there was no polnt in bribing the
chiefs because he merely gave a judg-
ment of his tribesmen. With the new
courts the situation ls the reverse. The
Councillors no longer sit with their
tribesmen. They are tricky and bully-
ing, often accept bribes and guestions
put to them are answered by force and
compulsion and they take no trouble to
convinee anyone of the justice of their
decisions."

The memorandum then deals with
longstanding opposition to ‘rehabilita-
tion' schemes which have sub-divided
arable land, restricted head of catile
and eliminated goats; to rises in live-
stock taxation and the heavy increases
n poll tax.

AL first taxation on livestock was
8d. per head of animal per year. After
some yvears it was increased to 8d. per
head. Later there were further in-
ereases up to 1/- and to 1/3. In each
of these cases the Pondos were consult-
ed about the increases and agreed to
them. MNow, without thelr consultation
gnd without their consent there has
been a further increase to 1/9.

“Due to the inereased cost of living
and the shortage of work the Poodos
are not in a position to pay the increase
in poll tax of 15/= from £1.100 to
£25.0 and in particular resent this in-
crease over which they were not oon-
sulted.

“The Fondos are told that one reason
for paying poll tax is to pay for the edu-
cation of their people. At the same
time they are made to build schools by
glving their own labour, time and ma-
terials without compensation. The
schools are built by tribesmen using
their own teams of oxen, and who in
their own time make mud and bricks.
They cut the necessary grass and pay
tdl:: e:’npenues of windows, doors and sun-

e

Passes

“When the new pass books were is-
sued the Pondos were told that the old
passes were being abolished and that
they would be Issued with new pass
books which would enable them to move
anywhere in 5.A. without trouble.

“These new reference books would
contain evervthing in conmectionm with
the identity of & man. Thus the new
book was welcomed by many Pondos.

“But the Pondo people were quickly
digillugioned when it came to looking
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for work. When they went to scek
work in the towns, oftem hundreds of
miles away from their hoines, they were
told by the Bantu Admrnisiration De-
partment of the Town Councils o re-
turn to thelr home districts to obtain
permiis {another word for passes) from
the home districts peéermitting them to
go and seek work Im the particular
town. But when a tribesman reiurns
home for the necessary permit he i=
told that he cannot get the permit un-
less he has work promised to him in the
town. Thus the tribesman does nol
know where to start first.

"To get a permit to go to the town he
must first have a job in that town, to
get & job in that town he must first
have a permit to seek work, to get a
permit to seek work he must have a per-
mit to go to the town, Thus he is in a
viclous eirele. If, howewver, he does
manage to get an employer (o agree to
employ him, he does not get the permit
immediately. Hizs permit might still be
refused on the ground that there are
too many people in the particular town
seeking work. Thus beforec a person
can get work he has many fruitless
Journeys with much outlay in expenses
and on top of it has fo wait many weeks
before he can get work. Often this
meang that the work seeker has to bor-
row money for his outlays which can
be az much as £9 or £10 before he even
begins working for wages that are foar
below the breadline.

“In town while seeking work he is per-
mitted to stay only In Municipal hos-
tels or locations. Very often these hos-
tels are full. Living elsewhere ‘can re-
sult in arrests and fines and gaol sent-
ences., If he stayg in hostels he cannot
have his wife to visit him.

“After having obtained employment,

If he is unlucky to lose his job and is un- °

able to find employment within 2 weeks
f1e is ordered out of that urban area. By
then he might still be owing the money
he borrowed for his outlay to obtain
employment and he might have to start
all over agaln when seeking employ-
ment in the next urban area.

Thus very often tribesmen are forced
to seelk work on the farms where condi-
tions of work are usually most unfavour-
able and where laws protecting farm
labourers are almost nil. To thes Pon-
dos the pass laws have became a fur-
ther weapon to force many of them to
work for the farmers.

Stock Reduvction

“We have been told that if we reduce
our stock, reduce our land, live in loen-
tions, we will become wealthier. This
talk reminds ug of the story of Nongqa-
use the davghter of Mhelkaze., She was
the daughter of & Xosa chief and after
having told the Xosas of a vision that
ghe had had, she induced them to destroy
their stocks and burmm their crops on the
promise that on a certain day the sun
would rise In the west and set in the
east, the white man would be driven
into the sea and the Xosa people would
roll in wealth. The outcome of the story
iz well known. The sun did not rise In
the West, and thousands of our people

died from starvation. The once proud
Xosa people were reduced to poverty.

"The white people laughed at the Xo-
sas for believing such talez. MNow we
are expected to believe the Government
propaganda that reductiops in land,
propaganda that reductions in land, and

"We are not against the improvement
of our land by the use of modern meth-
pds of agricuiture. But we do pnot see
the pDecessiiy of reducing our land
There iz land enough for all Pondos in
Pondoland. Years ago agricultural de-
monstrators were first niroduced into
Fopdoland. They were Pondos and we
trusted them and welcomed them. We
gave them free board and lodging in our
homes,

"“We gave the Government a farm as
an experimental station,. We accepted
the advice of the demonstration and be-
Ean growing vegetables, and we learnt
about vitaminsg,

"It was in about 1839 that the first
agricultural demonstrators came to our
areas and taught us modern methods of
agriculture e.g. how to plough deeply,
dry farming, pouitry farming, breeding
of cattle, vegetable gardens competi-
tions ete. This was appreciated by our
poople.

“But pow the government I8 changing
all this, The agricultural demonsira-
tors have become officials of the szail
conservation committees., Their plough-
ing areas (ploughs, harrows, ete.) have
now been sold. Paid by our poll tax they
are now remaf not to help us but to
harm us. All that they do iz to show us
how to make barricades to prevent sofl
eroglon. They no longer teach us im-
proved methods of agriculture.”

The Bnginning of Yioclence

The tribesmen tried to express thelr
views to the Government in a peaceful
manner, and a& meeting was held at
Mdlovu npear Blzana., The magistrate
of Bizana told the meeting that three
spokesmen should be appointed to dis-
cuss the position. The meeting duly
appointed three spokesmen and sent
their names to the magistrate, but be-
fore they could talk with the magis-
trate all the spokesmen were arrested.

On another occasion they had a
meeting with certain councillors at Ial-
kalg location in the Blzana district. The
people wished to know the real mean-
ing of Bantu Authorities. They were
ingulted by the councillors and fighting
broke out in broad daylight resulting in
the councillors receiving injuries.

Frusirated and sesing no avenue open
to them for the discussion and presen-
tation of their views on the application
of the system of Bantu Authorities they
procesded to burn down the huts of
certain councllloras as a pm‘tﬂt against
itheir grievances.

The memorandum concludes with a
vivid description of the shootings al
Ngquzu Hill when 11 Pondos were kill-
ed, and with episodes connected with
this shooting which have led to the pre-
sent grave state of crisis in East Pon-
doland.
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THAT REPUBLIC —

THE IIATS’ LAST TERRITORIAL DEMAND?

Ag wag expected, the question of whe-
ther a republic was better than a mon-
archy has played a emall role in the re-
ferendum campalgn.

Of course the Nationalists paid full-
some lip service to the noble ideal of
republicanism.

But tha referendum has béen mers-
ly an excuse, an opportunity for an-
other Nationalist bid to r:ll:,.lI the
Whites behind them.

Dr. Verwoerd fought the referendum
for higher stakes: the consolidation of a
White laager under Nationalist general-
ship,

This was his last ditch gamble to con-
script the whole white population as
musket-bearers to man the ramparts
of White supremacy.

As onpe MLP. put it: “The referen-
dum iz the mixture as before, only
dreszed up and streamlined with new

Sleight of Hand

Yes, the Nationallsts used the old
tricks — the Black Bogey, the Red Eo-
gey, even an Arson bogey.

The ideal of republicanism — hallow-
ed In democratic tradition — was in
Nationalist hands merely a tool to en-
trench White supremacy.

This i3 the meaning of the “My Peo-
ple — Your People — Our Republic"
posters showing two clasped white
handa,

But thea hands really symbolised a
clenched White fist — for this is how
Verwoerd plans to dam the rising wat-
ers of Black liberation.

Fighting a losing rearguard actlon to
fortify the bastions of herrenvolkism,
Dr. Verwoerd desperately needs allies,

But it is not easy to persuade rats
to join a sinking ship. And the Na-
tionalists used every sleight of hand,
mirror trick and illusicon to stampede
white voters into their camp.

They promised a heaven on earth
(Whites Only) in the republic, a Bhan-
gri-La of profits for businessmen, and
& nice cosy White brotherhood Iu:,' Eng-
lish and Afrikaners,

Their propaganda was a mh:tﬁre of
“Operation Bcare” and “Operation
Peace Dove,”

The Nationalist alms were threefold:
| To whip up Afrikaner sentiment
and rally the volk behind the Mationalist
Party's banners.

Worrled by =igns of wavering among
the Volk, the Mationalists exploited all
the old unifying slogans.

Rearing Horses

Platteland posters showed women In
Voortrekker costumes and Eoer Com-
mandoes on rearing horsea.
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Behind the Slogans and the Sym-
bols of the Referendum Campaign

Here was an appeal to the old Boer

Republican days — with the exhorta-

tlon to “Opsaal.”

Another placard depleted the rising
sun with the legend: "“The republican
day is breaking” , . . the promised land
was at hand.

Once again the Nationalist Party waa
Ien the Afrikaner people into the
future, facing backwards.

The party had to be boosted as the
Baviour of the Afrikaner destiny, the
ranks had to be closed, the laager
former.

2 To catch the U.P. on the wrong
foot, split the anti-Mats and blunt the
edge of the Opposition.

Enowing the U.P.'s fear of the "li-
beralist” smear Dr. . Verwoerd, played
hia cards ghrewdly.

He laid down that the anti-republi-
cans must nominate one agent between
them.

This threw the U.P. into a panle: col-
laborate with the progressives — or
fight them

ERather than szoil itz hands, the U.P.
decided to go it alone,

As a result the opposition campalgn
was lesas co-ordinated than & might
have been.

But what really paralysed the U.P.
was [ts susceptibility to the “Black
peril” bogey.

Az usual it trled to outdo the Nation-
alists in beating the drum of white
unity and the Swart Gevaar.

Graaff excelled himself with the ar-
gument: “A_vote for the republic ir a
vote for one mixed republic and seven
black Congostan republies.”

Thiz played right into Nationalist
hands, for it is they — not the U.P. —
who reap the benefit of race hysteria.

So Inept was the U.P. leadership that
an important section of the business
community decided to wage s Indl-
pendent campaign.

Angry Young Advertisers

Through a group of “Angry Young
Men", it ran an expensive advertising
campalgn against the republic.

But — one suspects — they were not
backed by the whole businers commun-
ity. Some fell hook-line-and-sinker for
the MNationalist promise * A republic—
then peace.

This was reflected, according to some
observers, by the playing down of the

republican issue by Argus newspapers,

one of which (The Cape Argus) openly
backed the republic.

By and large, however, It la clear

that anti-MNationalists are still In the
majority — but need effective leader-
ship.

Those who plumped for the republic
did s0 because they believed it would de-
prive Dr. Verwoerd of his chief man-
gta¥ — hiz major hold on Afrikaner
sentiment — or because they were ge-
nuine republicans.

Soft Underbelly

3 To get at the soft underbelly of the
opposition.

In a gense the chief aim of Natlonalist
strategy was the demoralisation and ab-
sorption of all Opposition elements.

Prodigious efforts were made to en-
tice a Fifth Column inte the MNationalist
camp.

The Nationalists promised business

& healthier climate once the republican
izsue was settled,

They called on the floating wvote —
“new" Bouth Africans, like Jews,
Greeks, ete. — to prove their loyalty to
8.A. by voting “yes."

And to dupes of "“"White unity”, Dr.
Verwoerd offered & “union of hearts"
in a republic,

Bolled down to its essentials, the re-
ferendum was a colossal bread-and-

circus stunt to create a WHITE laager
for all time,

Those who decided to vote “yes" In
the belief that the Nationalists would be-
come more “moderate” In a republie
only fooled themselves.

Appeasement of dictators never pays.
The appetites of Verwoerdian Natiopal-
lsm iz insatiable. With every concession,
its demands grow more extreme.

A MNationalist republic will never
bring peace to South Africa any more
than Hitler could have brought internal
peace to Germany.

One only has to look at the laws for
the next parliamentary session to ap-
preciate this: There are laws for in-
ternal censorship, political screening of

lawyers and a national educational sys-
tem for Whites.

Still More Territorial Demands

Yes, the Nationalists are golng to
tighten the screw.

Dr. Verwoerd may have repudiated
his Draft Constitution, but then Hitler
also publicly declared his abandonment
of territorial ambitions in 1938,

Eoth promizes were st man-
puevres, designed to lull opponents.

The MNationalist Party cannot aban-
don its totalitarian course; to do so
would mean itz end as a party.

Thera is only ona answer to a Ver-
woerd republic — and that is the Con-
gress answer: "NO to Verwoerd rule—
¥es to a Multi-Raclal Democracy.”

PASE FIVE



POUNDS, SHILLINGS & PENCE

BOYGOTT BALANGE SHEET

Dr. Diedrichs, Minister of Economlic
Affairs, claims that the boycott of Union
goods has not adversely affected the
country’'s economy as a whole., This is
correct. The boyeott has pot brought
about & serious decline in South Africa'a
trade.

For the first seven months of this
the value of merchandise exports
was £23.4 million higher than that for

the corresponding period last year and
exporta are still increasing.

African Markets

A more detailed glance at our trade
gtatizstica shows that our 1950 exports to
those countries participating or pledged
to particlpate in the trade boycolt are as
Tollows:

Ghana £2.2 million

Tanganylka £1 million
Uganda £.6 million

Eelgian Congo £2.7 million
Malaya £3 million
Philippines £1.6 million.

Compare this total figure of £10.1 mil-
llon with our £6.1 million-a-year trade
with Mozambigue which iz more likely
to expand than to contract. It pales in-
to insignficance when compared with
the £53 million of our annual exports to
the Rhodeslan Federation. The largest
of the Union's customers ls the United
Eingdom (£110 millicn) and one must ac-
cept that both the United Kingdom and
the Federation are unlikely to be af-
fected by the boycott mevement.

fiouth Africa's other markets on the
African continent are as yet of litiie im-
to her economy. Exports to
the United Arab Republic are worth £5
million & year, to the Budan £1 milllon,
to Ethlopia £1 million and to Nigeria
£, fmillion. HKenya imports £3.5 million
worth of goods from the Union and this
iz the only African territory where a
boyeott might substantially affect the
South African exporier.

Many of the African states export
more than they import from SBouth Af-
rica. Ghana, Tanganyika, Uganda and
the former Belgian Congo all have &
favourable balance of trade with the
Union. Where other markets are easily
available the South African market is

expepdable,

If, however. this iz not the case and
their economies may suffer will these
African states involve themselves in
anything more than a ‘token' boyeott?

Nearly all Ghana's mining equipment
iz ordered from South Africa. Thelr
Chamber of Mines had explored the pos-
sibility of importing equipment from
other countries but prices tended to be
higher, quite apart from higher freight
charges. After the Conference of Afri-
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can States at Addis Ababa and Ghana's
decislon to boycott it was stated that the
Ghana Government might conslder re-
presentations by their Chamber of Mines
to the effect that & total boyecott would
cause hardship to the mines, Applica-
tions for import licences In respect of
Bouth Africa or Bouth Weat Africa
would be entertained in exceptional cir-
cumstances, )

This Is one side of the plcture. One
must not Infer from these facts and sta-
tistica that the boycott movement Is of
no concern to this country. It is true to

_say that'it has not affected our econ-

omy In the drastic and direct way that
many of its supportars may have hop-
ed. At the same time Hs Indirect and
leng term effects are cause for grave
CcOncern.

Industries Hit by Boycott

Specific Industries will be affected—
fishing, packaging, machinery, food-
stuffs, wattle bark, hides and skins, to
mention a few.

The lozs of the Philippines market will
be serious for the fishing Industry. Sev-
eral factories may have to shut down.

Bupplies of timber from Ghana, Ni-
geria and Malaya which together con-
stitute South Africa’'s principal source
of ‘hardwoods have been severely dls-
rupted. Hardwood ls necessary for rail-
way  sleepers, furniture, bullding and
boat bullding. If these Industries are
compelled to find other sources, in Bra-
zil, for example, the pricea will shoot up
and the country's cost of living may be
affected accordingly.

This is an_ example of the boycott
affecting not only the export market for
Union goods but playing havee with
cupplies of raw materials.

Should any industries be forced to cur-
tail production or should any factories
be forced to cloge, unemployment will
automatically follow. This ia likely to
have repercussions out of all proportion
to the numbers of persons and loss of
purchasing power involved, It will add
to the already growing climate of im-
security and uncertainty that is retard-
ing the growth of the economy.

Threats Are Bad Enough

Even the threat of a boyocott by yet
another country, irrespective of the va-
lue of the exports Involved, is sufficlent
to influence local gnd forsign investors.
And it is this resultant unorganised

capital boyeott that is in fact far more
important than the organised trade boy-
cott.

The former may stem partially from
the same distaste for the Unlon's politi-
cal policies that motivated the trade boy-
cott. It is also due to & sound business
and Investment sense. For some years
now the economic experts have stressed
the nedd for faster economic growth —
particularly in secopdary industry — to
ensure sufficient employment opport-
tunities and rising lving standards for
an expanding population, Yet the Gov-
ernment persists in f policies
that are least likely to induce the con-
fidence necessary to bring this about.

Recent events here have tragically
emphasized this.

Investors are understandably reluctant
to employ thelr money in a country
where there is discontent and no secur
ity, unrest and no stability.

Instead of the required foreign capltal
flowing into this country we have seen
an outflow of capital as the decline of
confidence Im the Unlon gathered mo-

mentum. It is against this background
that the boycott must be evaluated,

No ‘Beat the BoycoH' Plan

Dr. Diedrichs i3 confident that the
boycott can be beaten by a campaign to
‘Buy Bouth Africa.’ In this way money
will be kept in the country and the
Union's industries will be strengthened.

This solution begs a very important
gquestion. It has long been accepted that
the smallness of the domestic market is
coe of the principal deterrents to the
establishment of large competitive in-
dustrial enterprises. Such industries
must be based on both local copsump-
tion and export and it is that
African wages will be Increased suffi-
cliently quickly to build up the required
consumer demand.

It is matural for the Unlon's indus-
trialists to look to Africa for additional
markets. Few Industrialists share Dr.
Diedrichs' optimism about the major
trade sssault on Europe's already
competitive markets planned by the De-
partment of Commerce and Industries,

There is no doubt that the closing of
many African markets to South Afri-
can goods will not only dater tha anter.
prising industrialist from expanding, but
will also deter the overseas Investor
from financing new ventures. And this
is exactly what the country's economy
cannot afford.

The boycott, Dr. Diedrichs, is not to
be beaten, If South Africa's economy is
to develop, it must be withdrawn and
this means a drastic reassessment of pol-
ley. The alternative is economic stag-
pation, unemployment and uent
political unrest. This will be the har-
vest of the Nationalist Government.
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RONALD SEGAL, Editor of 'Africa South in Exile', writes a London Letter on the British Trade
Union Congress stand against South Africa.

Working Infervention

The 1950 meeting of the Trades Union Congress, in Douglas on
the lsle of Man, passed unanimeously during the afternocon tsuian
of Wednasday, September 7, the following resclution on South
Africa,

“This Congrass sxpresses ity continued abhorrence of the pol-
icy of racial discrimination practised by the government of Seuth
Africa and reaffirms its support for those inhabitants of South
Africa of all races who are struggling against that pelicy. Con-
gress urges the Government of South Africa to lift H'Ir
gency Regulations forthwith and allow all workers to enjoy free-

., dom to organise, freedom of spesch, freedom of movement and
freedom of the press.

Congress applauds the efforts of all those who actively sup-
ported the boycott of South Africen goods and aiks the General
Council to consider, in consultation with the LC.FT.U., the
practicability of a resumption of the boycott or the ADOPTION
OF ANY OTHER MEASURES CALCULATED TO BRING PRES-
SURE TO BEAR ON THE 5OUTH AFRICAN GOYERNMENT."
The rewclulion reflects a number of significant developments. It

was moved by the Mational Union of Journalists, seldom associated
with radical demand: and seizing the trumpet on this particular
isue in its real rage ot the enti-press manoceuvres and persecu-
Hon of oppeaition journallsts by the South African Government.

It is no longer true of Britain today, ss it was & yesr age, that
militant hostility to apartheid surges from the commitied left.

Macmillan's speech to the South Africen Parliament, which
placed apartheid on the Conservative Party index of nen-U doc-
trines; the boycott campaign, which employed radio, television,
the press and the platform to place the stark reality of race rule
before the British public; Sharpeville and the State of Emergency,
which arouted disgust on every political front in Britain ouhside of
Mosley's desolate band of hooligans and incidentally showed. the
City of Londen the sxpense of repremsion; all have contributed
towards making antagonism to apartheid ‘respectable’.

Acts of the South African Government, like the arrest of Dennis
Kiley, for his recent widely-read dispatches in the "MNews Chren=
icle”, and the deportation of Bishop Reeves, can only intensify this
procass,

The sponsorship of the MNational Union of Journalists for a mo-
tion of ‘intervention’ is some indication of how widely militancy
in British epposition to apartheid has already spread.

Of furthar significance was the unanimity with which the resclu-
fion was adopted. Despite the implications of the motion, no ona
from tha pletHorm sHempted postponsment, no ons from the floor
— in & Congress of some 1,000 delegates representing over
8,000,000 workers — expressed hesitation, let alons hostility. 1
is difficult to believe that so united an expression of opinion on
so vigorous and far-reaching an approach would have been Ihhr
& year of two ago.

Cartainly the resoclution is both vigorous and far-reaching. I
wap introduced as a COMPOSITE MOTION, encompassing mo-
tions 44, 45 and an Amendment proposed by the Chemical Work-

Emer-

ars Unien. And it is to the Amendment that we must look for the
ultimate significance of the composite motion which containg it
This calls upon the T.U.C. "in consultation with the LC.ET.U. te
consider the practicability of a policy of economic sanctions™.
It is therefore quite clear to what the composite motion refers
when it mentions "THE ADOPTION OF ANY OTHER MEASURES
CALCULATED TO BRING PRESSURE TO BEAR OM THE SOUTH
AFRICAN GOYERNMENT". What is more, it was quite clear to
the delegates when they heard the General Secrefary of the Che-
mical Workers Union, Mr. Bob Edwards, M.P., support the com-
posite motion.

The significance of this development can hardly be sxaggerated.

There exists within the British trade union movement. far more
widely than within its Confinental counterparts, a strong inhibition
against taking industrial action for political ends. Whatever the
attitude of British workers to apartheid, many of them are reluc-
tant to risk a clash with their employers over a political stand;
they remember the failure of such action during the Spanish Civil
War and ltaly's invasion of Abyssinia, and they are only foo aware
of how noisily their opponents will complain that they are inter-
fering in matters that are none of their concern.

An argument that | employed when canvassing the issus &t the
Congress and which received the influential support of many unions
there was that industrial action should be demanded for INDUS-
TRIAL AND NOT FOR POLITICAL ENDS. The British and Con-
finental trade unions are being asked to refuse to handle South
African goods not unfil the Nationalist Government resigna or a
new constitution bestows the franchise on all adults regardless of
colour, but until four specific industrial cblsctives are achieved —
the right of African workers to organise themsslves into nonm-
racial registered trade wnions, the right to strike recognised in
law and sustained in practice, immediate discontinuation of the
wholesale recruitment of mine and other labour from outiide South-
arn Africa, and the withdrawal of the pans laws 10 as to snwrs a
free labour market. Until -these objectives are attaingd, South
African goods murt be considered classically 'black’, the product
of forced lebour and broken strikes, and o handled neither by
dockers nor railwaymen, truck-drivers nor distributive workers, from
Glasgow to Maples.

As | wrote in my last leter to 'Fighting Talk, the LCFT.U.
has been waiting for some support from British trade unionism be-
fore deciding o organise an international campaign of industrial
boycott. It has received that support now, mors manifestly than
most dared fo hope. The campaign is not, however, yet off the
ground. The whole istue must mow be taken through the indivi-
dual unions, especially thoss of the trensport workers, and the
General Council encouraged to put the Congress motign speedily
into sffect. It may be some months yet before the firt docker in
London folds his erms before a crate of South Africen cranges;
but the time will come before long and, on the day it does, aparl-
heoid will measure its survival in wesks
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Reports from Detainees

Even the Angel
Gabriel would
be searched

A detaines held in Boksburg prison
describes the Tauza dance In the pri-
son yard. _

When we had been in Boksburg for

some tlme, we found out that a large

number of the prizoners were from
Sharpeville and Vereeniging. They
were kept away from us and only let
out in the yard for washing and exer-
cise, though at different times of the
day to us. However one day one of the
warders, in error, released us all to-
gether and we were able to talk to
them.

There was only one older man among
them; the others were young boys in
thelr 'teens and twenties. 'We were shown
bullet wounds; some lUmped, with bul-
lets not yet removed; some shirts were
stained with blood.

One Thursday afternoon the Chief
Warder arrived, accompanied by two
white warders and six African work-
ers. They demanded that we perform
the Tauza in the prison yard. (This
meant the removal of all our clothea
and a search of our bodies,) Not only
were we searched, but our cells were
gone through, the clothes and blunkets
left strewn In disorder as though & hur-
ricane had hit them. When we protest-
ed about this the Chief - Warder said
that according to regulations we should
have been subjected to such a search
every day and he had omly just found
put that his subordinates were not car-
rying out orders. Everyone was angry
and only the discipline of the detainees
prevented more trouble.

A detaines who had been arrested a
little later than the others had seen the
Euper judgment ordering the police to
allow relativez and lawyers to see de-
tainees. When the Chief Warder was
approached on this matter he replied:
“That judge is not herea now."

Two days later the Captain came with
the Chief Warder and asked if we had
any complaints, We protested vigorously
against the daily degrading naked
gearches, The Captain smiled and =aid
“Thesze are gaol regulations and if we
suspect you we have the right to search
yvou ten times a day. Even if the Angel

zabriel came here, he would be subject
to the same regulations!™

PAcE EIGHT

“SEDITION — IS THAT ALL?”

A young nurgsery school teacher, and
a meamber of the Congress of Demo-
erats, Amy Reitstein was arrested in
the first swoop. For ten days she was
the only white woman detainees in Cape
Town, and completely alone, until the
second arrests took place.

Who is £7 The Police. I opened the

door at 3.30 am., for the second time
In a week.

"I'm afraid it's not so pleasant this
time, Mirs Reitstein” said Sgt. Grob-
ler. *“You are under arrest.”

"WVery well. Let me see the warrant
What iz the charge?

“There Iz no charge now, but ulti-
mately sedition.”

“Are any ofher white women being
arrested 7"

"Mo, you are the only culprit.”

“Are we pgolng to Johannesburg ™
No answer.

They let me phope my sister to col-
lect the key of my flat, and a friend to
azk if she would contact my employers,
I packed a small vanity case and set off
with the two policemen for Caledon
Square (the Cape Town prison), where
I was booked in on a charge of sedition.

"Qedition -— wat Is dit?" asked the
Matron. One of the three worst crimes.
You can get hanged for it, The Matron
was unimpressed, and led me to a cell
which was furnished with two broken
beds and a pile of blankets,

“You can fake as many blankets &s
you like,”" she said.

I decided to get as much sleep as pos-
sible, 2o that when I appeared in Court
the next day 1 would not lock too hag-
gard. For the next ten days 1 was
continually keeping one clean garment
and an unladdered pair of stockings “for
Court.™

Wednesday

Apart from the nlght Matron, who
tells me what a fine gentleman Arlow
iz, and what a pity it iz that the police
did not shoot the 2,000 Africans who had
marched to Caledon Square the previ-
ous Friday, everyone has been kind to
me,  The Chief Warder lent me his own
newspaper. Socon I got & nole from out-
gide . . . we are thinking of you . . .
how precious that scrap of paper!

At lunch, the police appeared to be
very excited. It sounded as if people
were ogutside, Later I saw & paper -—
20,000 Africans marched to Caledon
Square demanding the release of their
leaders.

Thursday

This morning. Bt 345 a.m., a police-
man came into my cell and asked me my
noame and address, and what organiza-
tionz T belonged to. By now I was
awake, No, I cannot answer any gues-
tlonz. 'What iz the time?

All my magazines and writing materi-
als have been taken away., It iz really

miserable now. I pass the time walking
in the yard and singing, by exercise
and thinking.

The walls are covered with filthy re-
marks written in lipstick and eyebrow
peneil. I've got an eyehrow pencil. I
write:

“We the People of Bouth Africa de-
clare for all our country and the world
to know that South Africa belongs to
all who live in it, black and white,
The peopla shall govern, all natlofial
groups shall be equal. Loog live free-
dom and democracy!™

The sergeant who saw this writing on
the wall was trembling with rage. "“"We

will charge you with destroying state
property!™

Friday

What & long, long day. Watch the
ghadow come down one wall and up an-
other. One policeman has told me that
I can be put against a wall and shot
without o trial. Heard someone calling
me. It seems that Brian is in also.

There are no words to describe the
horrible nolzes that rend the air of Ca-
ledon Square at night. So many people
are belng brought in. The policemen yell
the most foul language I ‘have ever
heard. Hitting and sereaming and weep-
ing. The police cannot taik to bpon-
whites, They bark like dogs. What a
horrible night. No sleep.

Saturday

Spoke to Brian by shouling across the
yvards., ‘- The police here =zay they will
lock me up in a tiny cell if I call out
again. Singing is not taboo here, so 1
sing songs without the words.

“"Pack your things. You are golng
to Roeland Street Gaol. You won't be
go comfortable there."

The men were put in the back of the
van, and I was made to sit in fropt
When the van drew up in front of the
women's gaol at Reoeland Street, I jump-
ed down and banged on the side of the
van . . . "Bernard! Dennls —" The
policeman lifted me off the ground by
the sleeves of my coat.

“Let her go!” the men in the van vell-
ed. I try to smile and give the Afrika
salute. The door opens., This is gaol,
I was stripped and searched. All my
things, apart from what I was wearing
were taken from me, and I waz given a
bowl of soup, & piece of bread, and &
pile of blankets, and escorted by at
least eight wardrezses to a small green
cell and locked im.  There is & basin in
one corner, & hroken bed and a wooden
bunk. Leading off one corner 1z a la-
vatory.

S0 thiz iz =olitery confinement. No-
thing to do. Nothing to read. Just
this dark, green cell.

Lie down and try to sleep. The wo-
men convicts from the cell next door
tapped on the wall and told me that
they would see me next day at Church.
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Sunday, Menday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday

I have asked for, and received, my
toothbrush, comb, toilet paper and ti=-
fues. Found some torn pleces of maga-
zine pages, which I ration myself to
reading three times a day. Do lots of
exercise, and slng, and keep very neat
and clean,

Tell myself the date each day.

I am allowed out of my cell only
when the African women conovicts come
to polish the floor. I told the doctor
that unlezs I had something to do or
read I would have a mental collapse.
Ag a result, I got two thousand advertis-
Ing cards to sort into piles of &0 and tie
with elastic bands, I also got two aw-
ful books to read.

The food consisted of porridge for
breakfast, stew for lunch, and soup for
supper. I could mot eat the food, a0 I
lived for four days on bread and water.
On Thursday the young Matron told me
that £5 had been deposited for me, but
#he had “forgotten” to tell me. This
angered me 50 much that I declded to
go on & hunger strike and demand to be
moved to Johanpesburg, where 1 knew
there were other white women detalnees.

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday re-
main in my meémory as a haze of walk-
Ing and sitting and dozing, with dreams
of police coming into the cell at night

to interrogate me.

Thursday )

Since deciding “to go on a hunger
strike, I feel much better. Now I amt
doing something positive to fight back.
Tap oo the wall and ask the woman con-
vict who will be going out at the week-
end to contact my lawyer and tell him I
am not eating. After eating only bread
and water for the past four days, it ia
oo hardship to continue on water alone,

Friday

The wardresses are beginning to get
worried about my not eating. Omne has
started shouting at me, and
“There is nothing we can do for you!™
Anyway, I feel that they will be most
reluctant to have anyone die in gaol, so
that eventually they will do something
about me. In the last resort, I can
ask for a Rdbbi; so I must prepare a
epeech in Hebrew which will tell him

what is happening to me. This speech
took all morning to work out,

The barking bitches with the jangling
keys, Thiz is the muslec of the gaola.
The wardresses do not speak, they bark.
Brooms with sawn-off handles, so that
one must bend very low when sweeping.
Buckets without handles. And for non-
whites, no shoes, and the continual
scrubbing of cement yards. The only
human warmth comes from the non-
White convicts who smile at me when
they come to scrub. I give them the
Afrika salute, and their faces lit up.

Last night the white women convicts
tapped on the lavatory wall to ask why
I was being kept locked up all the time.
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“Sufferings Are Not

Measured...”

A— M— factory worker was taken
Into custody at the gate of the factory
whera ha worked. *“Sufferings are not
measured,” he says, “but | suffered.”

I was at work when the foreman told
me that somebody wanted me at the
gate. As I came out of the factory, I
was met by two tall white policemen.
The secretary of the firm followed me
to the gate . Then he peointed at me —
“There," he sald "is the boy you want-
ed." They pounced on me. I was much
surprised, as I was completely unaware
of what was golopg on that morning.
“We are the police,” one said, pointing
hiz revolver, and the other one searched
me. After searching he zaid: "You are
wanted in town for gquestioning.” I was
gcared by this. Questioning! *“What Is
this questioning about?” “Kom, kom"
they said. “Well, let me go back in-
glde the factory and take off my over-
all.” He replied In Afrikaans: “You
are wasting my time, kaffir!™

S0 I was pushed roughly into the van
and taken to Newlanda police station,
and then to a cell, where I was put with
other arrested people.

Later I was taken with others to the
Fort, where after two weeks, I recelved
bad news — my mother-in-law had
passed away. I tried to see a warder
about it. The answer was: “"Not under
the State of Emergency could I be al-
lowed to attend the funeral.”

The same week I was told that the
tsotsis had broken Into my home and
stolen all my belongings.

From the Fort I was transferred to

Pretoria, There I had news of another
death in my family. I =ald to myself,

“I'm In for theft, what are you In
for?'"

“Bedition,"

"What's that?"

“Politics,"

"Iz THAT all — man, they're bloody

mad!"" :
W % W OB B W

The keys are jangling. - I am sure they
they have come about my npot eating.
Prepare myself for trouble, and go over
my speech: "I am being punished with-
out even having been tried or convicted.
If vou canoot move me to Johannesburg,

yvou must allow me to read, and have”

knitting, and some fresh air.'

The door opened, and I thought I was
going mad, because here is Jean, and
Nancy, and Sarah, and Joan! And Ce-
lia, and ANNIE!!

My head sank on Jean's shoulder, I
had lost control of my volece and shout-
ed to them: “I've not spoken to anyone
for ten days — I'm on hunger strike —
I'm so glad to see you!"

AMY REITSTEIN.

is it that God Is against my arrest? Or
if this is temptation, it iz quite enough.
This time I did not worry to tell the
officials,

Sufferings are not measured but I
suffered in gaol and still suffer. I had
a family of four boys and two girls. 1
heard that one of my daughters had
died. The clder boy, who was attending
echool, left school to look for a job to
keep the family, but whether he will get

‘permission to look for a job is anybody's

guess. God's hand fell heavily upon me.
He Refused to Push a Car

= VW— employed by & large de-
partmental store in Johannesburg was
going to hiz home in Witbank on leave.
He had just alighted from the train in
Witbank when two Europeans came
along and asked him to help push their
car. He refused, saying he was waiting
for a bus to take him home. An argu-
ment ensued, the police arrived and J—
was set upon and beaten up. He waa
thrown into the plek-up and locked in
the cells, then sent to Middelberg and
thence to Pretoria jail . The charge:
'Hmﬂ;egmamu.' (Emergency regula-

Wedding in Gaol

Motzamal Mpho was married in the
offices of the Pretoria gaol on July 7.
Goolam Pahad obtained permission from
the authorities to order and have gent in
& wedding cake, and the detainees were
also allowed to come together to cut the
cake to celebrate the wedding, One
week later Mpho was called to the pri-
son office and asked by the Special
Branch how long he needed to prepare
himself for deportation from the Union.
(Dr. Letele was asked too.) The next
day Mpho was Informed he could have
seven days, Letele three weeks,

In the Death Cell for 60 Days

A detaines from the Northern Cape
was arrested on Emergency Day at 2

a.m. and imprisoned for long periods In
Isolation.

I am still confused and trying to ad-
just myself. I stayed too long In jail
alone; I had no one to speak to or laugh
with. For 30 days in the beginning I
was put into an isolation cell where I
could not see a prisconer or detainee, let
Blone speak to them. During their in-
terrogations, other detainees were told
I had been shot dead and they would
never se¢ me agaln. During July and
August I was put alone into the death
cell for 60 days. Ey then I was the last
detainee in this jail. On August 30 I
was released without even being called
up for interrogation.
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“l1 Just Danced the Charleston”

THE ARREST OF
MARY MOODLEY
OF BENONI

She was arrested at 2 o'clock In the
morning in the first swoop, at her home
in Benonl location.

Bhe left behind six children, the eld-
est 16, the younger one year old. The
baby is actually her grandson, but she
iz bringing the chud up as her own.

She was taken to Eenonl police sta-
tion, and put in a big cell in which there
was a bucket and some blankets. The
bucket smelled most foully, and having
heard storles of lice and bugs in prizomn,
ghe was afraid to touch the blankets,
and so she spent the rest of the night
gitting against the wall of the cell and
waiting for morning.

Bhe was alone, the only woman to
have been arrested im Eenoni, but soon
ghe heard a man's voice shouting from a
nearby cell. "Auntie Mary?" “Yes?"
“Are you alone?” they called to her.
“Yesg!" Then they called greetings to
her, and began to sing. A warder
shouted angrily to them to keep quiet,
but one of the men yelled a disgusted,
“oh, shut up!" and her spirits rose to
hear them.

Often during the next few hours, they
called again to her: “Auntie Mary! Are
yvou still alone?"” “Yes!" she cried.

She was kept locked in the cell the
whole day without water, At midday, a
plate of porridge was put in the cell,
but ghe wag unable to eat it. They did
oot take her out that day, and night
came agaln, and she wag still locked in
by herself and without water. Only the
next day did they let her out to wash
and have a drink of water,

On that day, Thursday, they unlock-
ed the cell again later in the day and
she was taken out, this time to be mov-
ed to Boksburg gaol with the other men
detainees. As ghe climbed into the pol-
lce van, she gave the Congress thumbs
up esalute, and a policeman said, “"Ek
gal die dondermeld se dulm askiet!”
(“T'll shpot that damn glrl's thumb
nﬂ!"}

At Boksburg, they took away her
shoes, and she was made to strip and to
bathe in cold water. She did not mind
this, as the wash was so welcome, and
refreshed her. 8he was searched, and
taken to a small, dark, dirty cell.

Mary says that the worst part of
her detention was the three days in that
“dark room."” There was no light. The
air waa hot and close. For three days
ghe sat alone in the darkness, with no-
thing to do. One night it was so dark,
hot and stuffy that she could not
breathe, and felt as if she were chok-
ing. Mary has a heart condition, and
had not yet fully recovered from a seri,
ouz heart attack some time before her
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arregt. Gasping for breath, Mary says
she decided not to give in. "So¢ I got
up and I just danced the Charleston —
then I felt better!” says Mary, with her
lovely laugh.

Thursday, Friday, she was not let gut.
Sitting alone in the dark with no one to
talk to and nothing to do, on Friday she
heard the sound of shotz ocutside, and
was afrald. It was police training, but
she thought they were golng to shoot
her too, and she even started to pray.

On Friday the Superintendent of the
prison visited her and asked the Matron
if she had been allowed out for exer-

glse, The Matron sald that she had
been out.

Then five more women were brought
In, and they were put together in a
bigger cell, On Baturday, when she
had friends with her, Mary ate for the
firgt time, "I couldn't eat before,”" she
gald. "I was alone, and nervous, hnd
couldn't touch any food."

For the next week, relatives were al-
lowed to bring food to the detainees, =so
they ate well. Then this was stopped.
They were told they could buy food
themselves if they wanted to, but the¥
felt it was bad enough to be in gaol
without having to buy their own food as
well, so for the next three weoks they
ate prison food.

“The goggas we saw, we took out™
says Mary. "The others, we ate."

A month after their arrest, the wo-
men were taken to “"Number Four' (ihe
Fort, in Johannesburg) one Friday af-
ternoon, in transit, as they were belng
moved with other Transvaal detainees
to Pretoria. There, after walting for a
couple of hours, the non-white women
gaw the white women being carried and
dragged through the yard. Mary sald
they thought we had been batoned, and
they were both upset and frightened.
“If they can do that to white women,”
they said, “what on earth will they do
m I.ﬂil"

The first day at Pretorla their sup-
per consisted of mealies mixed with fat.
They could mot eat it, but after three
days the food improved, and they were
brought soup in the evenings, although
they never had the prison bread that
we threw away in such huge guantities
every day.

They protested about the cold fbod,
the dirty cups and bowls, and were pro-
vided with better ones.

At first they were glven thin grass
mats to sleep on. They protested about
this, and later were lssued with “Asia-
tic" mats — thicker mats made of felt,
that were warmer to le'on. Later atill
they were given small pillows as well.

They worried about thelr children,
the rent on thelr homes, their jobs and
families, They constantly demanded to
know what was happening to théir
children.

They were locked in most of the time,
having about two hours outside each
day. They had few books, but they had
some jig-saw puzzles, cards and other
games. On Sundays they sang hymns,
and among the hymns, Copgress songs.
The wardresses didn't know the songs,
because they sang in vernacular, and
thought they were just singing hymns
all the time. Or did they sometimes de-
tect the stronger spirit and liveller rhy-
thm that sent their volces surging in
glorious harmony from that shabby grey

yard every Bunday?

Feeble-Minded Youth

J— B— was g young man In the
early twenties, a feeble-minded wyouth,
unable {o work. He lived with his par-
ents in Witbank Location. The police
met him one day roaming around the
town and asked him for a pass, which
he could not produce. He was arrested,
locked up, sent tof Middelburg gaol, then
to Pretoria, handcuffed hand and foot to
four other detainees from Middelburg,
all arrested under the Emergency Re-
gulations,

In Pretoria gaol he would wander
about the yard mumbling to himself.
Every morning, when the detainess wera
let out into the yard, he would come out
too. He would walk out of his cell with
his latrine bucket, go to the tap, fill the

bucket with water and then drench his
blanketa with it.

At the end of the State of Emergency
he was relepsed.

Dr. Agostinhoe MNeto, the Angolan poet,
Iz among those arrested during Jume.
In all 52 arrests are reported to have
taken place at the beginning of June.
During 1859 some two hundred Whites,
Africans and assimilados were arrest-
ed on wvarious charges, and 6T weTe
committed for trial before a secret mi-
litary court in Luanda, the capital.

Guinea’s trade figures for 1853 show
that countries in Eastern Europe re-
ceived 16.2 per cent of Guinea's exports
and provided 8.3 per cent of her im-
ports. French mone countries continu-
ed to be the most Important trading
centre countries, accounting for 74 per
cent of imports and 51 per cent of ex-
ports. From Eastern Europe, Czecho-
glovakin supplied sugar, machnery and
textiles to the value of £700,000 and East
Germany rice and wheat to the value of
£500,000.

Tanganyika will have an African Gov-
ernment from October onowards when
the Legislative Councll re-assembles
with 8 majority of elected members and

the Tanganyika African National Union
in contral.
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Reading Between the Liness THE PRESS

The Newspaper War for

Journalistically and politically, the
Bouth African Press has nolhing to be
proud of in its handling of the Congo
Btory.

The difficulties facing correspondenta
oo the spot In the Cobgo must have
been immense, and sketchy, sometimes
inaccurate, reports were possibly un-
avoidable.

This, however, does not excuse the
conzsistently alarmist and biassed re-
porting which has characterised the
Congo story in the South African press.

One expects nothing better from the
Nationalist Press, whose screaming
headlines all hammered home the point
that the African is a barbarian who
cannot be trusted with Independence.

Lessons in Hysteria

The Opposition presa, however, should
have known better. Its selection and
treatment of reports from the Congo,
and itz editorial comment on the situa-
tion in that unhappy new State, contri-
buted to buttressing the fatal frame of
mind among White South Africans that
the emergent African is a hopeless case,
and that the only thing to do with him
is to suppress him for as long as poa-
gible. '

Proparly handled, the Congo story
could have had a profound Infiuencé on
racial attitudes in the Union. It was
simply a question of learning the cor-
rect lesson. Tha South African Press

proceeded hysterically to learmm the
wrong lesson.

The result i1s that, Instead of help-
ing the cause of multi-racialism, the
Congo story has retarded It grievous-
Iy.

The image which the South African
press created of the Congo was of a
primitive people prematurely receiving
independence and abusing it. The moral:
don't grant independence!

The overseas press committed many
of the same mistakes, but at least the
overseas reader wasg given an oppor-
tuniiy to hear & bit of the other side
of the story. Editorials in several over-
geas newspapers and perlodicals drew
the correct conclusions from the Congo
debacle, namely, that colonial powers
must prepare as spesdily and thorough-
ly as possible to grant independence, not
delay it until it is too late.

When one examines the overseas
press, certain Important facta emerge
which the South African press Ignored.

Cat Out of the Bag

One of these was an interview which
the Federal Prime Minister, Bir Roy
Welensky, gave to the London Dally
Express at least & month before the
Congo was granted independence and
before the trouble started. BSir Roy
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ralsed the question of the Katanga se-
ceeding and jolning the Federalion.
There was & tremendous cutery, and

It became apparent that Bir Roy had
let the cat out of the bag.

The disclosure proved, now that it
can ba studied in retrospect, that the
idea of Katanga's secession did not arisa
in tha heat of the moment during tha
height of the disorder, but that it was
carefully planned beforehand.

8ir Roy knew about it, and no in-
justice will be done to the vast fin-
ancial  interests in the Katanga to
suspect that they had a fat finger in
the ple.

Rape and Alarm

Immediately before independence day
on June 30, reports appeared in the
South African press that the Congolese
were busy drawing up lists of the White
women they were going to annexe and
the White houses they were golng to
appropriate. As June 30 approached,
the siorles became more halr-ralsing.

A dellberate attempt was made to
create alarm. Reports in overseas news-
papers indicated that the Belgian Gov-
ernmment tried — successfuily, as It
happened — to panic its White subjects.
The aim was to create the maxumum
confusion and alarm and to plunge the
new state Into chaos, so that Beigian
rule could be restored.

The French tried the same technigue
in Guinea. They stiripped the new
young country. They thought that, in
desperation, Sekou Toure would have
to ask them to come back and run the
country for him.

These things, however, no longer
work out according to plan., This par-
ticular colonial era is over.

Thg London Observer scathingly cri-
ticised the Belgian CGovernment tor its
behaviour in the Congo, but in the South
African press the Belgians were por-
trayed as a rather benevolent colonial

power trylng to restore order so that
the new state could survive.

Distorted Image

In the initial days of the Congo's in-
dependence, the South African presa
reported Mr. Lumumba as “often' ex-
pressing the hope that Whites would re-
main in the Conge and make thelr
homes there. ;

They alzo reported him as saying
that the Copgolese were "not Commun-
ists, Catholics or Socialists, but African
natlonalists’, and that they would act
“according to the principles of positive
neutrality between East and West.”

At that early stage, Western news-
papers and Western diplomats conced-
ed that Mr. Lumumba was more pro-
West than pro-Communist. When it

the Congo

became apparent, however, that he was
primarily determined to be independent,
they procesded to try to destroy him.

Certainly, the reports in the South
African press soon created an ilmage of
Mr. Lumumba as a reckless, fanatical
ally of Boviet Russia.

Did a single editorial in one of the
larger newspaper in South Africa con-
cede the basic fact that Mr. Lumumba

was the legally elected Prime Minister
of the CongoT

Did any of these newspapers, when
the wvacillating Kasavubu “sacked" Lu-
mumba, point out to its bewlldered read-
ers, that there was no authority for such
action, and that unless Kasavubu could
enforce his “‘sacking” with military or
police action, it was meaningless?

Bayonets and Cash

Were South African readers allowed
to glean the information that the prob-
lem in the Congo was not fundamentally
& case of triballsm and primitivism run
riot, but of a titanic clash between a
new Btate and the combined, subversive
efforts of the West to undermine it?

If Mr. Lumumba and the Congoless
people weres prepared to accept con-
tinued foreign Influence, as jokers like
Mr. Teshombe and Colonel Mobutu are,
it is safe to predict that the disorder In
the Congo would rapidly diminish.

Mr. Tshombe could not survive for
one moment without the support of for-
eign bayonets and the machinations of
the Katanga's White financial interests.

Now that Colonel Mobutu has turn-
e¢d against Mr. Lumumba, the Force
Publique has suddenly become res-
gpectable. When it revolted agalnst
its Belgian officers, however, it was
oot respectable.

The British journalist, Basil Davld-
son, pointed out in the “MNew States-
man" that the Belglan officers had tak-
en arms away from the Congolese sol-
dierg and glven them to White civilians
Mo mention of this was made In tha
Bouth African Press. The reasons for

the Force’s revolt were always kept
obscure.

Newspapers, like the Daily Telegraph,
published grim aceounts of what the
Belglian soldiers did in places like Ma-
tadi, where the Congolese were the vie-
tims of savage acts of vengeance.

The overseas newspapers, too, re-
called that long before the Congo was
granted independence, there had been
tribal fighting in Ruanda Urundi, and
that the Belgions, the White mission-
aries and others had been accused of
deliberately Inciting some of this
Tighting.

(Continued on page 14)
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AFRICA

Joe Matthews writes from Maseru

CHIEFS, GOUNGILS—AND CAPITAL-FOR BASUTOLAND

A great responsibility for charting
the future course of Basutoland rests
with the country's new National Coun-
il

Under the new constitution which
came into force last wear the Basuto-
land National Council iz a legislature
with great powers. In fact the National
Council of Basutoland has power to le-
gislate on all matters except a few still
directly controlled by the High Com-
missioner who acts for the British Gov-
ernment.

Council Chamber

The building in which the National
Councll meets is small by South Afriea
gtandards but iz impressive. The In-
terior decoration and fixtures are love-
ly. The seating arrangements for the
members of the Council are rather un-
expected. Instead of the British pat-
tern of & rectangular chamber in which
membera it to the left and to the right
of the Speaker, here we have a clrcular
chamber. The members sit facing the
President (g5 he is called) on benchea
which rise fterrace fashion to a height
level with the gallery,

To the left of the President on a
high bench at the back sits Nisu
Mokhehle, Leader of the Basutoland
Congreas Party, in constant whispered
tonsultation with his chief lieuten-
ants who =it around him. This corner
locks rather like “the Meuntain of the
HNational Coovention in the revolu
tionary France of the Eighteenth cen-
tury. In fact the seating arrange-
ments have a French aspect.

Two Sessions

There have been two sessions of the
pew Legislature, The first was to pro-
vide a kind of refresher course for mem-
bers on the conduct of procedure in the
“House." The lecturer was appropri-
ately enough one of the clerks of the
House of Commons which the Brltish
continue to believe ig the only really Buec-
ceggful example of parliamentary gov-
ernment.

The second session was ohe called to
congldar tha eastimates. This session
unexpectedly turned out to be a whole-
gale attack on the administration of Ba-
sutoland as members took the opportun-
ity of dealing with the policies of the
various departments in the coursa of
examining their estimates. In one or
Iwo cases the votes for the departments
concarned were not passed; to the utter
consternation of the government.

The executive pgovernment for all
practical purposes is in the hands of the
Executive Council which consists of
elected memberzs and certaln govern-
ment officials. The members of the
executive council git to the right of the
President and are led by the Govern-

ment Secretary who s also Leader of in
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the House. Among the elected members
of the Executive Councll sits B. M. Kna-
ketla, Deputy-Leader of the Basutoland
Congress Party. This 13 the result of
the deciglon of the Basutoland Congress
Party to contest elections to the Exe-
cutive Council' by which they managed
to get one of thelr members on to the
governing body.

Chiefs, Councils and Constitution

On the surface the new constitutional
set-up would appear to be working well
but in reality it clearly canmot last as
long 83 was anticipated. And strange-
ly enough it seems that the Chiefs will
be the cause of the crisis over the con-
stitution although it maintains their
powers to a very great extent. The
fight by the Chiefs against the new con-
stitution iz masked by the relatively
controlled and polite debates taking
place in the National Couneil.

But it iz In tha District Counclis that
the struggle for power between the old
and the new forces emerges more clearly.
Basutoland has been divided into & dis-
tricts. The organ of government in
each district iz the Distriet Couneil
which Iz an elected body except for an
BEx-Officlo President, invariably a Chief.

The struggle arises from the process
whereby the District Councils are tak-
Ing over all the administrative and law-
making functions, formerly vested either
in the Distriet Commissionera or the
Chiefs. The Chiefs in particular are
now agitating agalpnst the new set-up,
with a view to restoring their
Thiz campalgn by the Chiefs Is g'ivi.ng
rise to a counter-campalgn for reforms
which will curtail or eliminate the pow-
ers of the Chiefs entirely.

L]

That a new struggle Is Imminent
can ba gauged from the growing poli-
tical activity throughout the country.
Mew parties are springing up like mush-
rooms. Defunct parties are being re-
vived and in one case two parties have
amalgamated. All these parties seem
to share an aversion to the Basutoland
Congress Party. In some cases these
parties have an extremely doubtful
background. This applles particularly
to an apparently very “militant” party
which has received wide publicity in the
White Press of South Africa In recent
waaks.

Voters and Councillors

The Basutoland = Congress Party
which has the undoubted support of the

majority of thhe people seems to have
the clearest views in regard to the fu-
ture of the country. At present discus-
sions are golng on which will result in
a detalled manifesto embodying the

aspirations of the Basuto for freedom
and independence.

In the discussions presently golng on

circlea the gquestioms that

are uppermost in the minds of the peo-
ple are, among others, electoral reform,
executive responsibility and the position
of the Chiefs, especially the Paramount
Chief.

They would lke immediately imple-
mented an electoral reform which will
enable all persona over the age of 21 to
elect or to be elected to all Councils of
Btate, The present electoral arrange-
ments virtually exelude women from
the wvoters’ roll. ‘The important part
played by women in the absence of their
migratory men-folk clearly entitles them
to exercise full political rights, if for
no other reason. .

Furthermore, the Congress demands
that tha MNational Council consists en-
tirely of elected members, directly elect-
ed by the electorate. At present half
the membera of the National Council of
80 are elected indirectly. The peoplé
elect District Council members who In
turn elect from amongst themselves
members to the National Council, This
gystem has proved to have many disad-

vantages.

Congress leaders also believe that the
Executive Council should be replaced hy
& Cabipet responsible to the National
Council. It is envisaged that the Para-
mount Chief be swiftly transformed in
& constitutional monarch exerciring all
the functions= now performed by the
High Commissioner.

The Congress does not at present fa-
vour the disappearance of the Chiefs,
The suggestion seems to be that a Col-
lege of Chiefs be retalned to act as an
organ of legislative review for legisla-
tion passed by the National Couneil.
Apart from that Chiefs would have their
role confined to that of administrative
gervants of the District Councils.

Independence and Development

Can Basutoland be independent?

This gquestion iz frequently posed, not
only by antagonists of Basuto indepen-
dence, but also by its friends. The
doubts regarding the possibility of gen-
uine Basuto inde ence arise from its
economic position and also its character
as & country completely surrounded by
a hostile Unlon of South Africa.

The leaders of the Basuto are not un-
mindful of the problems posed by inde-
pendence but are determined to face up
to them. As far ag the economic facts
of life are concerned they are indeed
grim in Basutoland, At present the
country 1z almost wholly dependent eco-
nomically on the Union of South Africa.

The problem of the Basuto is how to
transform this dependence on the Union
Inte a healthy Inter-dependence. This
means that the leadership of the Basu-
to will have to take what the Ameri-
cans call " a long hard look™ at the eco-
nomic future of the country.
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It must be emphasised that in fact an
independent Basutoland will be better
able to utllize itz resources. There is
no likelihood of economic development
under even the most benevolent colonial-
Ism.

In gome quurlerg there is a tendency
to use the economic problems of Basu-
toland as & “gogega” against the de-
mands of lhe Basuto for independence.

Warnings on the economic plight of
Basiutoland come ill from those who have
maintained it as a labour reservalr for
the Union all thesa decades.

A country's greatest and most im-
portant resource are its people. Given
a political and economic system that
releases the creative energies of the peo-
ple and fills them with determination
that kKnows no obstacles tha peopla of
Basutoland could solve their economic
problems.

The important thing is to develop to
the full the skills of people. The ex-
perience of Bwitzeriand has shown that
the skill of a people can build a pros-
perous economy in & country with vir-
tually no natural respurces,

There is a dearth of persons with
gkill particularly in the higher fialds of
public administration, technology and
agronomy. The Basutoland Congress
laadars say that what is urgently need-
ed in Basutoland is an imaginative crash
programme in which about 200 Basuto
are sent out to Universities overseas for
a three-year period of study In those
fields in which skills are at present lack-
ing. The avowed aim of such a pro-
gramme should be to prepare them to
take over the entire administration of
the country. If Basutoland itself can-
not provide the capital for such a ven-
ture it can be obtained from other agen-
cieg including UMD,

There are great water resourcea of
the territory that remain virtually un-
tapped. These resources must be uti-
lised for purposes of producing hydro-
electricity and developing agriculture.
There are two problems in that regard.

Firstly, no country can develop its
agriculture with all itz vyoung able-
bodied men away from home on the
mineg and farmsa of the Union. On the
other hand if agriculture is undeveloped
then the people are forced by conditions
o go to seck work elsewhere,

That is the vicious cirele that must
be broken. There is alsp a dellcate
question of land tenure. Can Basuto-
land develop a modern agricufure on

the basis of an unmodified tribal ten-
ure?

Becondly, where iy capital to come
from for these developments? In lts
présent status Basutoland is compelled
to look exclusively to Britain for eapl-
ital neesds. An independent Basutoland
would be able to look further afield.

Britain Insists that there Is a Umit
to the “aid" that It can give to Basuto-
land. The reply of the Basutoland Con-
gress Party leaders is that this “ald"” is
really Basuto money. This conclusion
iz arrived at by a processg that i1s tor-
tuous, but I think, true. The argument
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Trade Unions Campaign For

ONE POUND A DAY

£l a Day! When the S5.A. Congress
of Trade Unions put forward thiz de-
mand after the Johannesburg and Pre-
toria bus boycottz im 1957, It was cur-
gorily dismissed by employers as "un-
thinkable” and “groszsly unrealiztic™.
The Government labelled the demand as
the “work of political agitators”, and
with the employers insisted that Adri-
can workers would have to be “more
productive” before higher wages could
be granted.

Nationalists and bosses alike were
dreaming of wages remalning at a stand-
gtill, while the workers laboured harder
than before, with speed-ups and long
hours,

Az recently us April, 1960, Dr. Donges
“firmly rejected the Idea of & national
minimum wage of £250 & month (£l &
day) a5 an answer to some of the coun-
try‘'s troubles’., He called instead for
“harder work and a consequent increase
in output per man-hour".

Strikers Starved Qut

The Government did not stop at
“warnings to be cautious about ralsing
African wages"” (Dr, Diedrichs, Minis-
ter of Economic Affairs).

It took stern action against those who

worked for the demand that poverty
wages be ended.

When stevedores in Port Eliabeth de-
manded 25/- a day in 1857, the Govern-
ment's Native Labour officers told the
employers not to grant higher wages.
Instead the Government brought in con-
viet labour. The stevedores — who re-
fuzsed to do overtime work — lost their
jobs, and were eventually replaced by
gcab labour from the Reserves, The
stevedores had their passes endorsed by
the labour buréau so that they had to

runs like this: Thousands of Basulo
work on the mines and industries of the
Union. A large proportion of the share-
holders in these industries are British.
Of the tremendous profit made, millions
go to British shareholders, These share-
holders are taxed in Britain and an in-
significant taxes collected Is sent to Ba-
sutoland and called a gift. It really re-
presents the blood and sweat of the
Easuto.

The situation In Afriea today is de-
veloping at a rate which suggests that
Basutoland will attain its independence
much sooner than was expected. The
relationship between Basutoland and the
Union demands that democrats throw In
their full weight behind the Basuto peo-
ple in their drive for independence. The
existence of & democratic state in the
heart of the Union would have a power-
ful effect on the South African struggle
for freedom.

leave Port Elizabsth to starve
countryside.

Thizs was the fate of many workers
who took action for £1 A Day.

400 of the striking Amato Textile
workers were endorsed out of Benoni
in 1958; building workers and many
others were victimised after the stay-
at-home of Juna 26, 1857, during which
£1 a Day was demanded; a number of
people who distributed leaflets and
mada speeches calling for £1 a Day
before the stay-at-home of April 14,
1958 went to jail for periods of up to
one year. At Hammarsdale, Worces-
ter, Cape Town, Durban, Johannes-
burg, Benoni, Springs — wherever
workers have gone on strike — the
demand for £1 a Day has taken root.

The demand has not been restricted
to the towns.

At the Natal Peoples' Conference in
September 1959 women from the remote
country areas stood on a political plat-
form for the first time in their lives.
And in all their speeches they spoke not
only of the passes and the vielous rule
of Bantu authorities, but of what they
wanted: f1 a day for their husbands
toiling in the mines and factories.

“Asinimali! Sifunimali”. £1 a Day —
has become the inspiration and the
rallying call of South Africa’s starving
millions, in town and village.

Mo Longer So Daaf

Events have compelled many employ-
ers to recognise this wvoice from the
depths, When SACTU first sent a me-
morandum to the Chambers of Mines,
Industries and Commerce on the subject
of £1 a Day in June 19057 it was treated

with stony silence. By September 1059
when a fresh memorandum was gent, the
Chamber of Mines did not answer, but
informal discussions were held with
members of the Chambers of Commerce,
About the same time a number of com-
mercial and distributive firms have
started paying higher wages to their
lowest-paid emplovees; a few factories
did the same.

In May 1960 SACTU once agaln sent
itz demands for the Immediate payment
of a minimum wage of not less than £1
& Day. The Chamber of Mines—which
still pays the lowest wages in the coun-
try—did not even acknowledge the me-
morandum setting out these demands.
But the other Chambers, and a large
number of local employers organisa-
tions did reply. Informal discussions
were held with some employers in Natal.
Other employers were not yet prepared
to have negotiations for £1 a Day.

But simultaneously practically every
business leader (except In the mining
industry} has sald that higher wages
will HAVE to be paid.

{(Continued on next page)
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Among those who have expressed sup-
port for such a policy are Mr. L. Lu-
lofs (President, Federated Chamber of
Industries); Dr. H. J. van Eck (Chair-
man, Industrial Development Corpora-
tion); Mr. P. J. Vidal (Pres.dent, Mid-
land Association of Industries); Mr, E.
P. Rousseau (Managing Director of
BASOL); and Mr. M. A. Labuschagne
{Buperintendent of Bharpeville Loca-
tion). In his now-famous Humansdorp
gpeech Mr. Paul Bauer (speaking 14
days after Dr. Donges made the ecall for
harder work mentioned above) said
“immediate attention must be given to
higher wages for Natives who work in
urban industries » industrialists
should prepare themselves for this . . ."
{The Star, 20/4/60).

Representatives of organised white
workers have also expressed agreement
with the demands for higher wages for
non-white workers., Mr. R. F. Budd
(President of the S.A. Trade Union
Council) has called for a minimum wage
of £6.0.0. per week, and J. H. Liehen-
berg (Pres.dent of the Railways Artisan
Btaff Association) — usually a suppor-
ter of Government policles — has asked
for a review of wages paid to non-white
workers.

First Breaches

These statements and the promizes
which accompanied them, were the first
big sign of a breach in the employers’
front. The fight for £1 a Day is winning
ita first real successes, The indications
of this grow stronger by the day.

At the beginning of September 1960
tha lowest-paid workers in the iron,
steel, engineering and metallurgical
industry started to recelve bigger pay
packets. Some workers are now get-
ting £1.8.9d per week more than they
were receiving 15 months ago. Thea
average wage In this Industry for
African workers Is today E£15 per
momth as compared with about £11-£12
a month a year ago. These increases
followed a demand from the Meatal
Workers’ Union (comprised of non-
white metal workers) to the Mation-
al Industrial Council for the indus-
try, for a minimum wage of £1 a Day.

Other workers who have won increas-
es recently are in the furniture, laun-
dry, distributive and textile industries.
Today it Is virtually impossible for an
industrial council agreement or wage
determination to be revizsed without some
conceasion being made to the workers'
demands for higher wages.

These signs of a crack in the “get-
tough™ policy of employers and govern-
ment are a reflect’on of the split in the
ranks of South Africa's rulers. A re-
port to a recent meeting of the national
executive of SACTU summed up this
gplit. It =aid:

“the exploiters of this country are in
a permanent state of crisis; they are
tied up in countless contradictions and
difficulties. Ewery time they try to
get out of their troubles they become
more deeply involved . . . Large and
Influential sections of @ the ruling
classes have been compelled to call
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on the Govermment to adopt a policy
of concessions."

Particularly on the question of wages,
employers have had to appeal for these
concezsions! They boast that they are
now sugpgesting higher wages ouir of
the “gpoodness of their hearts'”, and that
“Bouth Africa i3 the only country in
the world in which employers would ini-
tinte & campalgn for higher wages".

The truth Is that SACTU's £1 a Day
campaign and the militant action of the
workers has MADE them offer higher
wages.

Yet — Struggles Ahead

Despite these vicloried, £1 a day has
not wvet been won., A bitter struggle
lies ahead before every worker in Bouth
Africa will be earning a £25 per month
minimum wage. And even this will not
satisfy the workers' demands.

According to a recent survey by Mrs.
Joy de Gruchy for the S.A. Institute of
Eace Relations (The Cost of Living for
Uurban African, 1960) the income of at
least 509% and possibly 76% of African
familles 13 inadequate to meet minimum
family expenses. ©On the figures set
out by Mrs. de Gruchy minimum expen-
diture In 1958-59 exceeded the average
wage by £0.3.2. Her conclusion is that
the average family income in Johannes-
burg at the present time would have to
be £36 per month — that is, £16.10.0
higher than the average family income
assessed in her report — inm order to
“ensure that the standards of confump-
tion set out in the theoretical minimurm
budget are maintained™.

SACTU Is convinced that advantage
can be taken of the split among tha am-
ployers on the wage question, to drive
home the workers’ demands and maks
important gains.

It 1= this which makes SACTII's Na-
tional Campaign for a minlmum wage of
£l a day and higher wages of the great-
€3t importance. This iz A& campalgn
which can organise the thousands of
unorganised into trade unlons.

At present BACTT ia establishing fac-
tory committees and area committees
In industrial zones; it is also setting up
area committees on a residential basis
to go to the people in their homes to
discusz their burning living and working
problems, encouraging them to join trade
unions at their places of worlk.

This organising campaign goes hand
in hand with trade union education. Re-
cently & new group of officials — who
stepped into the breach during the ar-
rest of many trade unionists during the
State of Emergency — underwent an
intensive training course. Executive
members and rank-and-file trade union-
ista are also being trained in the prin-
clples of trade uniomism.

The African workers are faced with
many ohstacles in their struggle for bet-
ter conditions. But the splendid way
in which they are gaining ground in the
fight for f1 a Day, Is a sure sign that
they are going to win.

R. HAMELE.

THE PRESS AND
THE CONGO

{Continued from page 11)

Az early as July §, five days after the
granting of independence, Mr. Lumuim-
ba warned that “certain Europeans are
plotting against the State.” Four days
later, the Belgian Government was ar-
rogantly ordering Mr. Lumumba to re-
store order, otherwise Belglan forces
would go into action.

Tarnished Armour

The press of the West has created a
pieture of the U.N. Secretary-General,
Mr. Dag Hammarskjold, as a knight in
shining white armour. Mr. Lumumba,
however, has accused Mr. Hammarskjold
of being an agent of the West. Cer-
tainly, Mr. Hammarskjold (in spite of
Mr. Alan Paton's spirited defence of
him) has not emerged from the Congo
situation with his reputation unblemish-
ed. The Becretaryv-General will never
be the same man again.

Anothar aspect of the Congo situation
which has been discussed in the over-
seas press but hardly mentioned in the
South African press, |s that there has
been wvery little looting or damage to
bulldings In Leopoldville, and that the

extant of the raping of White women
has never besn precisely determined (In

apite of the Belglan Government's “do-
cumentation®, published in the London
Press).

Nor has any South African newspaper
bothered to point out that rioting and
atrocitles are not the prerogative of
“primitive” Blacks — the "civilised"
White nationa of the world have a pret-
ty black record themselves,

The bilggest falling of the South
African press, however, hasg been its
refusal to draw the correct conclu-
slons from the Congo debacle. This,
at least, has been done in several over-
BEAS DEWEDAPErs.

The “Observer”; In a serles of articlea
on “What Went Wrong In the Congo™,
pointed out that Belgium®s withdrawal
was not wvoluntary — the alternative
was a colonial war; that no preparation
whatever had been made for independ-
enca — there were only about a dozen
university graduates among the Congo-
lese, whereas in the Frénch terrilories
in Africa there were 7,000; that instead
of encouraging a national leadership,
the Belglans had promoted tribalism;
and that the basic error was not that
the Belgians withdrew prematurely, but
that they refused to accept that with-
drawal one day would be inevitable and
that they should prepare for it.

If the South African press had driven
home these all-important points to its
readers, the Congo story could have had
a tremendously beneficlal influence on
our own troubled racial situation.
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THEATRE, by M.B.

Stage Producers and Stone Walls

Perhups it 18 a good thing that rome
of us are prepared lo go on banging our
heads against stope walls. In the end
perhaps it is the stone walls which give
WaY.

By now Cecil Willilams's ‘theatrical’
head must be soft and sore, yet he goes
on banging it. ‘Chis time in Cape Town
he is toughening up his head again after
attempting to find a theatre where he
could produce “The Strong are Lonely'
with a Coloured cast or, alternatively,
with a mixed raclal cast. Bome of his
friends are saying, "Well, we told you so,
but you insisted on trying'.

While he was detained in the Fort and
Pretoria Central, in addition to produc-
lng his co-detainees in a multitude of
play readings, he planped for the day
when he would be released, {(Cecll al-
ways expected that day fo be ‘pext
Thursday'!) He decided that what he
most wanted to do was to produce his
favourite play, ‘The Strong are Lonely’,
which meant it would have to be done
in Cape Town, since he had already pro-
duced it in Johannesburg, Pietermaritz-
burg and Durban. With amateurs, he
thought, since there are not 50 many
professional actors in Cape Town. Why
oot Coloured amateurs, he asked 7

So off he went to Cape Town, with a
bright idea in hiz bony head. He found:

% Leading Coloured men interested
in the theatre assurfe him he would
not be able to find a sufficlent oum-
ber of talented actors,

#% Helpful white amateur actora as-
pured him that, though none of them
would demur at acting in a mixed cast
on racial grounds, yet many of them
would refuse because of fears of re-
percussions from the frowning govern-
ment.

2 No hall with adequate staging fa-
cllities where a mixed cast could per-
form, was avallable,

% The owners of one theatre, when
asked to abolish their colour-bar, re-
fused on the grounds that, as a busi-
ness concern, they were unwilling to
enter into politics.

Meddlesome Priests

Ruefully, rather than abandon his
great desire to produce this particlar
play, Cecll succumbed to the circum-
stances and is now rehearsing the play
for presentation by a white company in
a colour-bar theatre., As a small gea-
ture from his aching conscience, he is
devoting the proceeds of the run to the
Cape Peninsula School-Feeding Associ-
ation,

Many readers will remember this
magnificent play which mirrors to a
startling degree many of the =ituations
of conflict and conscience which con-
front us In Bouth Africa today. The
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Jdnal act in the play is the deportation
of priests conmaered by the authorities
to be ‘meddlesome’!

Punchier Kinq—ﬁmg

Biggest news, of course, is that "King
Kong" is going to London. Writer
Harry Bloom, has been in Johannesburg
discussing changes in the script. This
great show is now in two acts, iv's slicks
er, and Bloom says that it has more
punch. The part of Lucky has been en-
lerged, and judging by rumour Joz Mo-
gutse 18 well on the way to stealing the
show. The new Joyce is really a "wow".
Mot in the same clasg as slnger as Miri-
am Makeba, but a vital personality and
ghe gives the “Shebeen Queen” & much
more earthy interpretation.

Naturally the government had to let
politics decide whether a man is a good
artiste or not. Dan Phoho, popular sec-
retary of the Union of Southern African
Artists and the man who gave 30 much
humour to his part in the original prot
duection, has been refused a passport to
jon the show in London.

Ecan Standards

Cape Town's EOAN group has been
setting new standards for South Afri-
can Opera. BPBrilliant, and rave reviews,
all of which we already knew . . . Eu-
ropeans found it so surprising?? The
production of these operas has the touch
of vigour which European perform-
:nm have always lacked im this coun-

r:.r“h is probably due to the Italian
producer, and the close co-operation be-
tween producer and artistes, Speaking
to soprano Ruth Goodwin, she had noth-
ing but pralse for the producer . . .

A National Opera Association Is
about to be formed, Government spon-
sored. Naturally the EOAN group has
been excluded. I say maturally, because
thiz Government oaly thinks *“White"
and probably resents the tremendous
auccess of the EOAN group. Let's face
it, if the EOAN group is not included
in the Mational Opera Scheme, the same
poor standard and shocking productions
will continue desplte government assist-
ance., Never mind, EQAN, it won't be

long before things change!!
"Mkumbane"'

Rumblings at the Union of 8.A. Art-
ists are that despite the cream of talent
that will be on its way to London with
“Hing Kong”, Todd Matshikiza's
“Mikumbane'" will be coming off next
year. Readers will remember that this
production took place just after the de-
claration of the Btate of Emergency.
It received good notices in Durban, but
appears to be a lttle heavy in the dia-
logue. Here's hoping that It's pepped
up & bit. Alan Paton, who wrote the

script has insisted that it must be per-
formed before non-gsegregated audiences,

Lyrics for the "Shrew'

And if that weren't all the Union has
on its fork, mews has it that Lewls Nko=
gl has been writing lyrics for a musical
set to the plot of Shakespeare's “Tam-
ing of the 8hrew' and that this produc-
tion is scheduled for 1861.

If all this doesn't show that the ma-
jor contribution to the theatre Is com-
ing from the African, then I'm & re-
publican!

8ide by slde with Government policy
of losing heavily on National Theatre,
there has been no attempt to assist the
Union In its tremendous drive to train
and teach. The whole burden of the
new drive for coaching and finding new
talent has been left to private fundas
from sympathelic whites. If anyvthing
iz calculated to show how two-faced this
government is, it is this neglect and
total lack of concern with the “eultural
development” of the African. The Union
is providing Africa with a great new
ftimulus in original drama and music.
Beveral factors have glven rise to this
burgeoning of art forms among our peo-
ple, and they all give the le to the
Nats. and their theories of “separate
development"”.

The South West Africa National
Union has issued a press statement ans-
wering attacks made on it and its Pre-
sident-General, Mr. F. Kozonguizi, who
iz currently representing his people at
the United Nations. SWANU is not
gn underground organisation, says the

press release. It is today playing a
role never played before by any organi-
sation in Bouth West. It has become a
member of the All-African People's
Conference and *“we share the same
views as the rest of political organisa-
Hons in Afriea.’ Itz president Mr,
Kozonguizi has the full support of the
people of the territory and the rumours
that he is not authorised to represent
EWANU abroad are completely un-
founded. BWANU has sent cables to
countries and conferences throughout
Africa to reaffirm its president’s man-
date to speak on behalf of the organi-
satfon,

The African States at the United Na-
tions will shortly muster 26 votes In all,
that Iz one guarter of the votes in the
General Assembly. The African mem-
ber states are: Cameroon, Central Af-
rican Republie, Chad, Congo (formerly
Belgian Congo), Conge (formerly
French Congo), Dahomey, Ethiopia,
Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Li-
beria, Libya, Malagasy, Mauritania, Mo-
rocco, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Soma-
lia, Sudan Boudan (formerly French),

Togo, Tunisia, United Arab Republie,
Volta.
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SPORT

No More Golour-Bar Olympic Teams

The winds, of blow as fiercely
on the sports fields of South Africa as
‘elsewhere. The structure of all-white
sport totters and it is only a matter of
time before it falls

The developments In recenit weeks
have shown this clearly.

Cricket Tour Crash

The Springbok cricket tour of Eng-
land crashed for a number of reasons,
not the least belng the amount of oppo-
gition in Britain to an all-white teamn
and the regular protests and demonstra-
tions organised by the Campaign

Race Discrimination in Sport
under itz Secretary, Anthony Bteel.

During the final test the Campalgn
staged its most impressive demonstra-
tion — the effect has been noticeable,
not only in terms of gates and financial
failure, but alse in the morale and play-
ing standard of our all-white team.

Their prejudice had been exposcd pre-
vicusly, when the national body declined
to consider non-whites for the trials and
when outstanding non-whitez like Basll
D'Oliviera were ignored. Bo marked
was the feeling in Britain that a former
Bports Editor of Die Burger suggesied
that it be counteracted by including
D'Oliviera in the Springbok team while
the tour was in progress.

BRIGHTER
CLEANERS

229, 2nd AVENUE
WYNBERG

{epp. PUTCO)

Also at I15th AVENUE
ALEXANDRA TOWNSHIP

Footballers Expelled

Another success has been the
recent mews that the Fooltball Associa-
tion of South Africa — the all-white
controlling body, had been expelled from
the All-African Soccer Federation which
covers the whale continent. Thelr ex-
clusion waa for obvious reasons — thelir

disecriminatory policy. It was Inevit-
able,

Olympic Protest

EBlggest success was the appearanca
of Rev. Michael Scott and Nana Maho-
mo before the Executive of the Ioter-
national Olymple Committee — supreme
sports body administering more than 20
sports codes and 100 countries in the
world. They appeared there on behalf

of the South African Sports Associa-
tlon (SASA) after the Preszident and
Secretary of SASA had been prevented
from going to Rome through passport
difficuities., They presented the charge
of racial discrimination framed by SASA
and urged that the President of the

1.0.C. should vizit South Africa and in-
vestigate the position himself. Now that
BABA has sgucceeded in getting the issue
before the highest sports body im the
world it is only a matter of time before
our raclal diserimination iz eliminated
— the alterpative is the expulsion of
White South Africa.

The non-racial Soccer Federation has
gained another victory in recent weeka:
The Federation Intermationale de Foot-
ball Associations has ordered all coun-
tries to remove their colour-bar within
bwelve months, - White South African
soccer will either have to play ball or
get out!

The future promises well. And the
Campaign Against Race Discrimination
in Sport has announced a full-scale cam-
paign against the Springbok rugby team
due in Britain In October.

S8ASA Is well justified In giving ita
recent assurance: There will naver be
another South African Olymple team
selected on a basis of race or colour; all
futura teams will be truly repressnta-
tive and will be selected on merit.

JOHN PLAYER.

Perfect Writing
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R. First of P.O. Box 1355, Johan-
nesburg iz responsible for all politi-
cal matter in this issue.
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