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With the ending of the ralny season
in Angolae and the need to reap the cof-
fee erop, the Portuguese are mounting
a new full-scale military campaign
against the Angolan people. Reporis
suggest it is to be one of extermination.

Much of what has been happening in
Angola has been suppressed by Portu-
gal by censorship of all news and let-
ters coming out of the territory, and by
expelling journalists,

But in the last few weeks mission-
aries in Angola — in chief the Baptist
Missionary Society — have declded they
can remain quiet no longer. (In fact,
“the Africans have begged that we tell
the world"), and they have collected and
publizshed reports which tell a shocking
tale of violence and mass murder.

Portugal has gowned colonies in Afri-
ca for 400 years and her plllage and at-

rocities against the people are probably
unequalled in Afriea’s history.

In March thiz year there was “an and
of patience.”

The present wave of slaughter began
when some forced labourers asked their
employer for pay. He shot zeveral of
them dead. The labourers overwhelmed
the employver and fighting broke out.
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Africangs organised themselves into
bandz armed with sticks, stones,
knives, petrol, and a few stolen arms.
They attacked European houses and
there were reports of atrocities.

The African wuprising spread from
San Salvador (where the first plantation
uprising had taken place), across the
whole of the northern Congo province,
gouth into the provinces of Malange and
Luanda, and then to towns on the Ellza-

beth-Benguela rallway. Portuguese mi-
litary forces had to withdraw from forts,
leaving 600 miles of the Congolese fron-
tier and 40,000 square miles of the interi-
or virtually undefended. The Angolan
Nationalists estimated that about 1,000
Portuguese had been killed in the ypris-
ings.

But this was nothing to what hap-
pened in return. Portuguese seitlers
were armed, formed themselves into vi-
gllante gangs and committed terrible
acts arainzt innocent Africans,

The Portugueze used numerous strata-
gems to terrorise the Africans, the spe-
cial correspondent of the DESERVER
reported. At the village of Tumbei a
car with a loudspeaker drove through
and announced that “the king' of the

1961,
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" The aeroplanes come over nearly every day now. They bomb the forest with fire bombs, and when
we run out into the open, they shoot us with their guns. There are no more villages, they have all

been burned."

Union of Angolan Peopleg (UL.P.A.) was
arriving by aeroplane. A plane actually
appeared. When the crowd had assem-
led troops converged on the village and
killed 200,

Africans were lynched in the streets;
and tens of thousands of men, women
and children indiscriminately massacred.

Incidents of mass glaughter have been
decumented at Sanga, Tomboco, and
other centres.

A reporter in Luanda has szald that
possession of a4 grammar primer has
been enough to lead to a man's disap-
pearance. In one area alone 1,500 Afri-
cans were arrested. The local prison
holds only 100, Nobody knows what has
happened to all those who have disap-

peared. 100,000 refugees have crossed
the border inte the Congo. It iz esti-
mated that at least 35,000 Africans have
been killed.

There has been wholesale revenge
against the Angolan people throughout
the colony.

A telephone call to London from a
mizsionary in Angola foreed to evacuate
hiz station, which was belng used az a
baze by Portuguese troops, said: "The
entire northern area of Angola is de-
serted today. Ewveryone has fled except
the old and infirm who cannot walk.”
The Portuguese had threatened to set
fire to tha tall grass onca the wet sea.
son ended “to burn out the bandits like
game."

Latest reinforcements bring the Por-
tuguese army in Angola up to 10,000 men
carrying NATQ (American and British)
arms; backed by British warships; and
under orders from Lisbon to launch a
“once and for all" military operation.

The causes of the revolt are said to
include:

Forced labour.

Brutality in the treatment of Africans
including torture and flogging.

Appalling conditions under which Af-
ricans have had to live and work parti-
cularly when on forced labour.

Injustice and corruption among offi-
cials.

The desire for freedom from colomial
rule as in other parts of Africa.

;ﬁnly the Dead Exempt from _FErced Labour’

The rebel Captain Henrique Galvao who led the group of men who captured the Portuguese ship Santa Maria In an at-
tempt to liberate Portugal’s African colonles from Salazar is the author of a gripping report on labour conditions in Angola,
Mozambique, and Portuguese Guinea. The Portuguese Government commissioned the report, but it was supppressed by Sala-
zar in 1947 and Galvao jailed. Extracts of the Report were released this year by the underground opposition in Brazil.

Captain Galvao's report beginsg by
sayving that for many wyears there had
been a "migratory wave” out of Portu-
gal's African colonies.,

Authorised emigration to South Afri-
ca and Rhodesia had been an important
factor but clandestine emigration was
exhausting at an increasing pace the
populations of Portuguese Guinea, Mo-
zambique and Angola,

In Angola, fewer Africans were re-
turning after the expiration of their la-
bour contracts, Those who did return
came back as “propagandists for emi-
gration." They always brought news,
the report says, which emphasised the
difference between the standard of liv-
ing in Portuguese colonies and in other
neighbouring colonies.

In the interior and at conziderable
distances from the frontlers clandestine
emigration was increasing. Thiz was
obvious from the desolate appearance of
the native kraals; in the frontier reglions
able-bodied men were nowhere to be
geen. The kraals contained only wall-
ing old men, children, women, and the
sick.
"“The population flees en masse and
deserts the land and its homes and the
territories become empty.”

The report estimates “conservatively™
that the three colonies had lost one mil-
lion Africans by emigration in the pre-
ceding tem years. The annual rate of
loss, which was tending to increase,
would be about one hundred thousand,
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“The physical decadence of the native
population, especially in the north of
Mozamhbique (but less visible in Guinea)
iz a reality which cannot pass unnoticed
even by the most casual observer.'

“These ills are due,” the report con-
tinues, “to the political administrative
policies of the last sixty vears." Wars
of cccupation succeeded three centuries
of wars of conquest, which had them-
selves devastated the native population.
Some military operations had been car-
ried out with excessive cruelty and
harshnesg — “exterminating operations
in fact."

“Figures are mute, statie. They don't
shout, they don't tell of pain. One needs
to go and see for oneself, one needs to
encourage those who want to see, In-
gtead of condemning them to places of
exile ag the inconvenient ones . . ."" says
Galvao.

The wisitor, he continues, must gain
the confidence of the Africans and listen
to them, must hear “from the admini-
gtrative officers — who are afrald to re-
port truthfully — what they dare to say
only on special occasions.” Finally, the
visitor must "listen to the missionaries
saying in friendly chats what they dare
oot write in their reports.”

"Doctors try to escape golng into the
interior and are still concentrated in
the most important urban centres; hos-
pitals still lack elementary sanitary ar-
rangements and many places which
have a strategic need for a health ser-
vice are still without hospitals."

“I assert that the health service for
the natives of Guinea, Angola and Moz-
ambigue — both the service pald for by
the State and that paid for by private
industry and private organisations —
doeg not exist, except for very rare lo-
cal axceptions."

*“. « . We are suffering,"” the report
gays, “as though from the devastations
of fire, having no water, no pumps, no
firemen. Or more precisely, having no
water awvailable, no efficlent pumps,
and no trained firemen, Therefore, it is
not surprising that infant mortality goes
up to &0 per cent.”

Discussing what he calls the problem
of the situation of labour, Galvao says:
“We all know the contrast between ideas
and principles embodied in the law and
the realities of compulsory labour. We
have a very long way to go before la-
bour i3 really free and voluntary.™

In Angola the labour shortage was
“wery alarming' and, in this respect, the
colony was “‘nearing catastrophe.'

Quoting from the last census of what
wag officially known ag the “non-clviliz-
ed population,” Galvao says that the
population of Angola was shown as
1,776,426 males and 1,920,183 females. On
i generous estimate of those of working
age the census showed 1,023,717 males
between the ages of sixteen and seventy-
four.

According to statistics provided by the
Department of Native Affairs only
746,580 males wera accounted tax-pay-
ers and therefore considered fit to work.
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‘Only the Dead are Exempt ...’ —The Galvao Report

"In other words," the report says,
“for several reasons, but mostly due to
physical incapacity, 459,128 males (over
33 per cent of the population in the
working-age group) are unable fto
work."

At the recruiting centres, the report
gayvs, tax-payers underwent medical in-

spections in which an average of 12 per
cent were rejected for medical reasons;

10 per cent more ran away from work
or fell siek and could not be counted
for other reasons. The final result was
an estimated defieit of 15000 workers.

To cover it, there had been recourse
to reprehensible wviglence, "Only the
dead are really exempt from compulsory
labour."”

The position is worse in Angola than
in Mozambique because, In the former
colony, the Government has become
guite deliberately the main recruiter and
distributor of native labour to a point
where settlers call on the Department of
Native Affairs with written demands
for ‘zupply of labour' which they hand
in without embarrassment. This term
‘supply’ i8 used in the sameé way as if
one were buying goods.

“In some respects,’” Galvao said, “the
situation i3 more grave than that cre-
ated by pure glavery. Under slavery the
bought man, acquired a2 a head of cat-
tle, was regarded as an asset by his
master. He was interezsted in keeping
him healthy and strong and agile in the
same way as he would look after his
horse or hizs bull.

“Today, the African iz not bought —
he is simply rented from the Govern-
ment, though he may have the status
of a free man. His master eould hardly
care lezs if he falls il or dies as long
as he goes on working while he lives . . .
When he becomes unable to work or
when he dies the master can always ask
to be supplied with other labourers."

Some employers had lost 35 per cent
of their labourers but had never been
deprived from obtaining fresh “sup-
plies."

“We cannot maintain thiz policy,”
gaid Galvao. "We cannot allow to con-
tinue undisturbed the serenity or indif-
ference of those who consent to it and
have apparently got used to it. I will
refrain from citing cases and examples
but | am ready to reveal them to the
Government as | have insistently done
over the last ten years."

The report notes that there were three
kinds of conditions under which African
labour was employed. The first was
as volunteer labourers, but normally the
authorities preclude the volunteer work-
er from the free cholce of his employer.
He could not choose the one who offered
the best salary but was forced to accept
the one named by the authorities, so
that he would get the minimum salary
stipulated by law,

The second was by the compulsion of
the authorities based on the despotism
of a chieftain. This was what Africans
called contracte — the herding of peo-
ple for supply to the employers through
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The Portuguese army in Angola
is using napalm bombs against the
African population. The corres-
pondent of the London Daily Mail
quoted African refugees as saying
the bombs “must have been full of
petrol and set the village and the
ground on fire all around” An-
golan leader Roberto Holden is
taking to the United Mations a
portion of a napalm bomb made
in the United States.

*

Portugal walked out of the
United Mations In March 1861 in
protest against a debate on condi-
tions in Angeola. The Portuguese
delegate told the General Assem-
bly that the disorders In Angola
were a domestic matter and the
United Nations had no legal juris-
diction. In April the UMN set up
a B-member committee to Investi-
gate the situation in Angola.

*

A Portuguese Army Brigadier
paid a hush hush wvisit to Cape
Town some weeks ago and had
talks with military heads there.
The Government of Portugal is be-
lieved to have asked South Africa
directly for assistance in its Ango-
lan war. South Africa's Minister
of Defence Mr. Fouche g NOW In
Lisbon.

*

The African Freedom Organisa-
tions of Angola, Mozambigque,
Cape Verde, Goa and 5t. Tome
have set up a permanent organi-
sation with headquarters In Ra-
bat, Morocco. Mario de Andrade,
chairman of the movement, said a
recent Casablanca conference of
the movement had made plans for
the defeat of Portuguese colonial-
lsm by launching campaigns In
Africa and Internationally; and
had appealed to the African and
Asian heads of state for ald and
support.

the Department of Native Affairs. The
employers, in the milder cases, made use
of recruiters helped and supported by
the authorities, "It is useless to go in-
to details about the hateful aspects these
operations imply."”

The report observes that the Afrlcans
hated the contracto. Certain contractos
were carried out to 8. Tome (an island
with large cocoa plantations) in condi-
tlons under which one exports animals
—and this terrorised them. They were
even terrorised by the simpler contract

for the plantations in Angola, since they
knew that they died on the scale of 20

to 30 per cent.

The Government also recruited for its
own services, as it recruited for the set-
tlers; but as it ran Into shortages, it
frequently resorted to engaging women
and the incapacitated, And since local
departments were frequently left with-
put the necessary funds to pay wages
on time, the Government often forced
Africans to work without salaries, with-
put food, onm roads and Government
farms,

The system of fostering the produc-
tion of gome crops of great economic va-
lue to the Africans through a system of
concessiopaires was, In theory, tempt-
ing. Imn practice, though, only the im-
mediate interests of the great conces-
slonary companiez had been considered
and the African had been reduced to a
slave of the soil. He bore all the risks
involved in the crops, and the com-
panies were assured, in optimum condi-
tions, mostly without any risk at all, of

sure profits,

Though technical assistance was pro-
mised, it never turned up. "“The Afri-
can farmers know only the presence of
overseers, authorities, and other agents
of propaganda who teach them mnothing
and impose on them the need to culti-

vate only the required commodity wher-
ever they want it, in good or bad sail,
gometimes involving lozs to thelr own
food crops. We could cite, not as ex-
ception, but as a general rule, distaste-
ful cases of violenece, of lack of sense,
which result in the destruction of the
population.”™

The Administration has been blinded
by “the hunger for quantity”; it seemed
to be unaware of its very grave failure
as an instrument of native policy.

The attitude of the employers ex-
pressed Itzelf im; (1) resistance in all
possible ways to a policy of fair wages;
(2) the bad treatment of the workers—
“The idea that the native is simply a
beast of burden still prevails; the indif-
ference for the physical and moral
health of their labourers 1s evident.”

It alzo showed itself in: (3) the waste
of labour: everything was done manual-
Iy, from the pushing of trucks to the
dralning of marshes; (4) the quality
and moral character of the recruiters
of labour; (5) the displacement of lab-
ourers from one area to another without

regard for climatic changes; (6) the ex-
tortlons practiced by merchants over
the Africans; (7) the indifference to
housing conditions; (8) the last surviv-
ing influences of “the exterminating
apirit” still rooted in the last century.
The report concludes: I take the full
responsibllity to prove that all I say is
true. You can only criticise me for not
saying the whole truth or rather that I
do not describe all the aspects of the
problem. But that would be a matier

for many books and take many hours."
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KWAME NKRUMAH to the GHANA NATIONAL ASSEMBLY®

“Africa Must Act on Angola”

In Angola, in gpite of the enervating
force of slave labour, in spite of the ab-
sence of any form of proper education,
in spite of all the grinding disabilities
and misery suffered by the people there,
that country has now entered the Afri-
can natiopalist revolution and it will
never be the same agaln, Howaver, if
the Angolan people are left to fight their
battle entirely on their own their suf-
ferings and casualties will be enormous.

The evils of Portuguese colonialism
are realised by all African States with-
out exception. We should therefore be
able to go united to the assistance of the
people of Angola and it is most import-
ant that the differences of approach
which we have on other problems should
not prevent our mobilising the full
strength of African opinion agailnst what
is taking place today in those parts of
Africa controlled by Portugal.

| stated before the United Mations,
and have stated many times elsewhere,
that what Is happening in the Congo
can be repeated in other African terri-
tories under colonial rule unless the Af-
ricans themselves unite to save Africa
from the misery of these tragedies.

In the neg-colonial world of southern
Africa, the Portuguese colonies and all
that they stand for are essential for the
purpose of depressing African wages,
preventing trade union organisation and
maintaing high profits for expatriate-
owned industries and farms,

Of considerable influence in securing
support for Portugal among certain
circles abroad, iz the fact that much of
the investment in the Portuguese colo-
nies is not Portuguese at all, but inter-
national.

The Benquela Railway, running from
EBenquela, with a 20-mile addition along
the Atlantic to Libito, to Beira in Mo-
zamblque on the Indian Ocean, stretches
for 1,700 miles. It was bullt largely by
British interests to bring out ores from
the mines of Katanga. Ninety per cent
of the stock of the Benquela Rallway is
held by the British holding company of
Tanganyika Concessions,

Tanganylka Concessions iz linked with
the copper interests of Northern Rhode-
gia and with Union Miniere and other in-
dustrial concerns in the Congo. Through
interlocking directorates this company
iz linked with Forminlere and certain
diamond interestz which, together with
De Beers, the great South African min-
ing company, control the Angola Dia-
mond Company with mines in the Luan-
da Province. This company is a State
within a Btate. It possesses a prospect-
ing monopoly over five-sixths of Angola
and a labour conscription monopoly over
most of the Luanda Province, one-third
the size of Ghana. Ome half of its pro-

* This iz an abbreviated version of the
speech.,
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fit goes to the State. the other half to
the private ghareholders.

For these economic reasons Portugal
can count on heavy backing from wvest-
ed financial interests throughout the
world, Her position in maintaining her
colonial dictatorship is, in addition, im-
mensely strengthened by her memper-
ship of the North Atlantic Treaty Org-
anisation,

Let me at this stage state the policy
of the Government of Ghana in regasd
to such organisationz as NATO., We do
not object to — indeed, we have no right
whatsoever to object to — other States
forming defensive alliances. In so far
as such alliances, contribute towards
peace they are indeed to be encouraged
and In any event the steps which other
nations take to preserve their gwn se-
curity are entirely a matter for the
judgment of the independent States
concerned. Ghana iz in favour of an
African High Command which would
provide for the defence of the African
continent, and it would be illogical for
& country wnich supports such & propo-
zal to criticise other countries who have
formed defence plans on a continental
basis. MNevertheless, I consider that
Ghana s completely justified in oppos-
ing any military alliance in so far as
that alliance is directed towards the
maintenance of colonialism and imperl-
alism in Africa.

The criticism which Ghana has at the
moment of the North Atlanatic Treaty
QOrganisation has nothing whatever to
do with itz defensive aspects; our com-
plaint is that certain members of the
organisation appear to use their posi-
tion In it to obtain arms and financial
support for the worst type of colonial
oppression and suppression.

Why is Portugal in NATO at all?
Portugal is an impoverished country
without military forces of any value and
the only possible strategic argument why
it is necessary to include her im the
MATO alliance iz that she possesses
some bases of doubtful walue in the
Azores,

Do the NATOD powers really consider
that the possesasion &f these bases is

worth the goodwill of the African con-

tinent ?

Portugal is only able to wage a colo-
nial war because fundamentally she has
the backing of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation. If thizs backing
were withdrawn tomorrow and Portu-

was excluded from NATO, Portu-
gal's colonial rule would collapse the day
after.

The African Btates can only assist
the people of Angola if the African
States themselves eéscape from the in-
fluence of NATO, or any other defence
alliance, and of neo-coloniali=m.

Portugal is at home an old-fashioned
deapotic oligarchy established and main-
tained in the interests of a minute

group of extremely wealthy familiez and
at the same time Iz the poorest of all
European countries. There is therefore
a potentially revolutionary situation in
Portugal itself. All those who are
afraid of social changes in Europe thus
become the allles of Portuguese colo-
nialism since its maintenance appears Lo
be the only method by which Portugal it-
gelf can be saved from revolution. All
the inmjustice, social degradation and
glavery of the Portuguese regime has
now reached a climax in the revolt in
Angola.

The independent African States should
band themselves together to end once
and for al] Portuguese and other colo-
nializm in the African continent.

Thanks to the initiative of the Afro-
Azian Group at the United Nations, the
Security Council will debate the Angola
guestion. All prezssure should be put on
the United Mations to see that a positive
and effective resolution is adopted. Ac-
tion through the United Mations Is of
the greatest importance and Ghana will
support to the full any positive propo-
sals which may be made by the Security
Council. Our experience, however, of
United Matlons action in the Congo
should warn us against trusting exclu-
sively to action by the Security Council
for resolving the crisis In Angola.

Resglutions of the Security Council
require to be backed by all African
States working in concert and within
the framework of the United Nations
Charter|

What 'more can we do? Our immedi-

ate task i3 the enlightenment of the con-
geience of mankind. We must build a
machine in co-operation with all other
independent African States to expose in
detall exactly what is taking place in
Angola today. We must appeal by every
peaceful means at our ¢command to the
people of Portugal lt=elf to put an end
to this unjust and inhuman colonial
WAF.
We must make concerted arrange-
ments for the assistance of the wounded
and the refugees from Portuguese ter-
ritory. We must appeal to the great in-
ternational trade union movements of
the world for concerted actiom against
Portugal. We must appeal to dockers
not to load arms destined for Portugal.
We must appeal to seamen not to carry
goods of any description to or from An-
gola. g

Divided we can do nothing for the
people of Angola, united we are certain
of securing their triumph. Let the
Union of the Populations of Angola and
the Revolutionary Front for the Indepen-
dence of Angola unite and go forward
together in thelr grim fight to achleve
self-determination and freedom for the
people of Angola. The African’'s duty
is clear — all Africans must stand unit-
ed behind them. If all this should fail
then we have to find some other means,
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RHODESIA: Constitutions for Trouble

In our time, the British skill in hang-
ing on to its colonial positions is being
revealed less in warfare than in con-
stitutional manceuvre, Buccessive gov-
ernmentsz have shown something of a
genius  for provoking constitutional
troubles and conflicts in the colonies on
the eve of independence.

In India, that genius gave rise to par-
tition, and bitter Indian-Pakistan war-
fare; in Israel, to continuing Israeli-
Arab hostility and inciplent war; in
Cyprus to Turkish versus Greek Cyp-
riot strife. The pattern is not acclden-
tal. It has proved to be a useful device,
enabling Britain to protect imperial in-
terests while conceding to the irresist-
ible demand for independence. It is the
current form of the old poliey of “div-
ide and rule.”

Constitution for Trouble

The policy iz being followed out in the
Rhodesias, where the African demand
for political power is becoming irresist-
ible, but British imperial interests are
best served by White political control.

Constitutions are being formulated in
Downing Street, with only one apparent
end in view — trouble — eivil clash and
internal strife to delay the day of inde-
pendence, or to enable Britain to main-
tain itz position by standing as an arbi-
ter and peace-maker between two war-
ring factions. Neither the SBouthern nor
the Northern Rhodesian constitutional
proposals from Britain will be accept-
able by the African majorities. They
will be acceptable to the White commun-
ities only as a stepping stone to their
own continuing political power, which
depends upon maintaining the Central
African Federation intact against the
wishez of the overwhelming majoritics
in Myvasaland and both Rhodesias.

The Morthern Rhodesian constitutional
proposals offer the greater semblance
of “fairness” to the Afriean majority.
The original proposal was for a forty-
five member elected Parliament. Of
these, fifteen members would be elected
from an “upper roll”, whose qualifica-
tions for voters were et high enough to
ensure that there was an overwhelming
white majority; fifteen more from a
lower roll with lower qualifications for
voters which would enfranchise some
70,000 Africans out of a population of 2§
million; and & further fifteen *“nation-
al” members, elected by voters on both
rolls with provision that elected candi-
dates must receive a minimum number
of votes from each of the ‘upper' and
lower' rolls.

This proposal, undemocratic enough
where Africans outnumber WHites by
thirty-six to one, could conceivably have
led to an elected African - majority “in
Parliament. It raised — az one Sus-
pects it was meant to raise — unholy
gqueals of outrage and protest from the
White minority in the territory, and al-
s0 from the ruling White minority of
Southern Rhodezia who control the Fed-
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eration Parliament. It raised little en-
thusiasm amongst Africans, though It
marked a substantial advance on pre-
sent conditions.

Mew Round Opens

But the British government has back-
ed down on its own proposals. Clearly
the crucial question of who governs iz
decided by the fifteen ‘national’ seats,
And on this question, the British govern-
ment has bowed to White opinion and
produced a revised scheme; it is a com-
plicated scheme, whereby there are
geven national constituencies, each elect-
ing two members of parliament, with
voting so balanced and ecalealated that
at least seven of these fourteen mem-
bers will certainly be whites. The fif-
teenth =eat is reserved for a communal
representative of the Indian community.
The White community in Northern Rho-
desla, backed by the White settlers of
the Federation generally, have grasped
at this new arrangement like drowning
men at straws, The African population
recognise that they have been "sold out.
A new round of struggle for effective
political power begins, with both sides
embittered, and with little prospect of
a peaceable, “constitutional” settlement
in sight.

In Southern Rhodesia, all the consti-
tutional parleys in Whitehall have led
to a blatantly White-dominated constitu-
tional proposal. The proposal is for a
Parllament of sixty-five members, elect-
ed by an "A' and a 'B' voters roll, The
gualifications for voting are so arranged
that there will be 3,000 Africans and
20,000 Whitez on the roll, though Afri-
cans in the country outnumber Whites
by fourteen to one. The A roll will elect
up to 50 of the 85 members, the B roll,
mainly Africans, will elect not more
than 17. BSuch a blatantly dizerimina-
tory constitution cannot hope to win any
substantial African support. Why then
has the British government bothered to
incur the wrath of the White settlers
by making any provision for increased
African representation?

Scrapping the Yeto

The reason is not difficult to see, Up
to now, the Eritish government has kept
to itself & veto right over legislation
passed by the Southern Rhodesian Par-
lHament which discriminates against Af-
ricans, That right has never been used,
but it has served as something of a re-
straint on the more reactionary and ra-
cialistic White politicians. Part of the
new constitutional proposal is to scrap
that veto right. In its place, there will
be set up a Constitutional Council, which
will ensure that no legislation is passed
which conflicts with a Bill of Rights
drawn up by the British Government,
The Council itself will consist of twelve
members, a chairman appointed by the
Governor, and eleven members of whom
only two need be Africans, There. will

be an appeal to the Privy Counecil on all
laws affecting human rights — but not
in respect of any existing lawsa which
are already on the SBouthern Rhodesian
statute book, which will remain irre-
gpective of the provisions of the Bill of
Rights.

The electorate of Bouthern Rhodesia
will be asked to wvote in a referendum
in July on whether this new constitution
gshould be accepted. There are only 4,000
Africang at presemt eligible to wvote
There seems little doubt that the eleec-
torate will accept. What have they to
lose? But there is also little doubt that
the African populalon will resist and
gtruggle against the new constitution,
as they have struggled against the old.

The Edge of Conflict

What can be the outcome of all this?
Only that, despite the constitutional
manoeuvres, Southern Rhodesia faces a
new round of internal political strife.
The White comimunity, having seen the
prospect of an African majority govern-
ment in Northern Rhodezia, and having
seen the thin edge of the wedge in the
new proposals for their own country,
will fight more bitterly than before to
hold the paszs against African advance.
The African population, having opencd
up & breach however small in Bouthern
Rhodegia's parliament, will struggle
more determinedly and fiercely for the
reality of political power.

Thus the Rhodesias stand on the edge
of profound ‘conflict. That the British
government has been responsible for its
makingz i not accidental. Thig is the
pattern of imperialist strategy. Imperi-
alism’'s days are numbered im Central
Africa, unlesg it can provide and main-
tain such internal civil strife that the
African majority cannot achieve politi-
cal power, such strife that Britain will
be able to step in as arbiter, and peace-
maker, and continue to wicld effective
power for herself. That at least iz the
plan,
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Verwoerd Gouncils in the Townships

DUMA NOKWE on the URBAN BANTU COUNCILS ACT

“1 now want to state unequivocally
that this Bill is a means towards
achiaving separata davelopment . . . .
This Bill must not be regarded simply
as a separate iittle part of the overall
policy of separate development, but as
a very important part of that policy."

{Mr. Fronaman, M.P. for
Heilbron, reported in
Hansard. )

Thig is a frank statement by a Na-
tionalist M.P. of the true purpose of the
Urban Bantu Councils Act, which some
people have mistakenly regarded as &
departure from the granite policy of
apartheid, and as a significant conces-
siom by the Government.

The United Party supported the mea-
sure on principle because they regarded
it as an extension of local self-govern-
ment to Africans im the urban areas.
Mothing could be further from the truth.
In fact the law does not confer powers
of self-government on the Africans but
imposes the duties of self-oppression and
persecution on the Africans.

Like its twin in the rural areas, the
Bantu Authorities Act which is euphe-
mistically referred to ag the Promeo-
tion of Bantu Belf-Government Act,
the TUrban Bantu Council Act i3 a
skilful attempt by the Nationalist
Government to sow division amongst
the African people and to lure them
into operating their own machinery
of oppression.

Before dealing with the provisions of
the law, it Iz ezzential to note that, like
all apartheid legislation, it was intro-
duced in Parliament without any refer-
ence to the African people.

Phantoms

The Minister of Bantu Administration
appears to have had some sense of guilt
about this when he sald in Parlilament:

“] personally have had discussions
with individual Bantu from these
areas whom WE REGARD as leading
persons in the Communities concern-
ed. Furthermore | say that they will
be consulted persconally as to what
type of Council they want, they can
therefore decide which type of Coun-
cll they would like to have.”

Mo one knows who the phantom lead-
ers are with whom the Minister had dis-
cussions.

At any rate the Minister is a little
contemptuous of the Africans if he
thinks that all they want to do i3 to
choose between two Apartheid Councila.
Thias iz Hobson's choice.

What the Africans want Is the oppor-
tunity to participate in the normal ma-
chinery of self-government that exists
today—not the apartheld-ridden Advis-
sory Councils, which exercise no real
powar, but tha City Counclls and Munl-
cipal Corporations that really do the job.
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The Minister also said about this

Act:
it is essential for the establish-
mant of the RIGHT ATTITUDE, 5PI-
RIT AND SENSE OF RESPONSI-
BILITY among the Bantu in the UFr-
ban ‘Residantial Arsas.”

The measures provide for Urban Coun-
cils to replace the old Advisory Boards.
Half the members of the Council will be
elected and the other half will be ap-
pointed on the basis of being the repre-
sentatives of different Chiefg in the ur-
ban areas.

Two typez of Councils are visualised
in the Aet: an Ethnie Group Council
and & Reglonal Council. The Minister
hag promised that Africans will be al-
lowed to choose between the two.

The Council will at all times work un-
der the supervision of the White Muni-
cipality and the Department of Bantu
Administration.

The Minister in introducing the Bill
complained of the opposition of Africans
to Government policy, and stressad the
fact that co-operation between the Coun-
clls, the Municipality and the Depart-
meént would be the keéynote of tha new
scheme.

It iz therefore clear that when the
Minister says the measure iz essential
to the establishment of the right atti-
tude among the Bantu, he means that
the function of the Councils will be to
reduce opposition to Government policy
and to stimulate a ‘healthy' attitude to
the Government.

Oppressing Ourselves

It iz not surprizsing  that apart
from such ‘executive functions” as
laying out streets and playgrounds, the
work of the Councils will include the re-
moval of ‘undesirable persons’ from lo-
cations, and the operation of the detest-
ed influx control,

It will thus be the Africans them-
selves who will banish so-called agita-
tors, who will persecute their people
under the pass laws, and who will work
the machinery of the Government.

It is characteristic of the contempt
with which the Nationalists regard the
African people that after so many years
of massive demonstrations by the peo-
ple agalnst pass laws and influx control
they should now be charged with the
duty of operating this system them-
gelves,

It will also be the Bantu Councils
which have the responsibility for ar-
resting thousands of Africans who are
unable to pay their rents. These are
the ‘executive functions’ which we are
told are Important steps towards local
gelf government.

Another important job of the Coun-
clls will be the maintenance of law and
order in the Locations. Nobody is op-
posed to the malntenance of law and
order.

But what sort of law and order is
this? The Nationalists have answered
the question without any equivocation.
It is the same old law of oppression and
of race discrimination, which has been
réchristened separate development.

Shock-Absorbers

It is in thiz context that the Com-
munity guards must be examined. A
few years ago the Africans were arrest-
ed and prosecuted for organising their
own community guards. The reason
why the Government objected to them
was because this demonstrated an inl-
tiative on the part of the people which
the Government could mot tolerate. Now
the Government has decided to exploit
this desire of the people for self-protec-
tion for lta own purposes.

The police foree is extremely unpopu-
lar with the people, and the Bergville
and Cato Manor incidents are still
fresh in our memories. Nor can the
Government afford more Sharpevilles.
But — if the hostility and clashes are
between African Community Guards and
the African people, then nobody can
blame a Government only remotely con-
nected with them — so they reason.
It iz indeed a skilful plan.

The Coyncils and the Community
Guards will bacome shock absorbers for
the police against the reaction by the
people, and the real conflict between the
Mationalists and the Non-Eurcpeans will
look llkea confllet amongst the people
themselves.

The Government also hopes that the
Councils will act as agents of the police
against the liberation movement. If
the Councils are called on to act against
‘intimidators’ and ‘agitators’, then what
the Bpecial Branch, bannings, deporta-
tiong and prosecutions have failed to
gtop will be handed over to the Councils
for urgent attention.

This is an insult to the intelligence of
the people. It can only lead to strife
and disturbance if the Councils do try
to take on this role. It is precisely this
aspect of the Promotion of Bantu Self-
Goverment Act which has been respon-
gible for much of what has happened in
Pondoland, where the Bantu home
guards of the Chiefs became strong-arm
terror squads using viclence against the
villagers.

Nobody 12 opposed to the appointment
of suitably qualified Africans as Magis-
trateg and Judges to administer the law.
But again the question is: what law,
what crimes?

If Africans are asked to administer
and inflict punishment on their breth-
ren for crimes against apartheid laws
and all the statutory offences which
keep Apartheld and race discrimination
going in Bouth Africa, this certainly will
be opposed by the Africana.

The mere fact that a person Is the

{Continued at foot of page 12)
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Striking Out Under the Republic

The advent of the Republic of South
Africa was seen by the people of this
country, and of the whole world, in its
true light on May 31 — as a matter of
small consequence compared with the
major issue: the struggle of the people
to end White supremacy and the win-
pning of a South African democracy.

The centre of the stage was occupied
by the National Action Council with its
courageous campaign for a three-day
national general strike in the teeth of
savage repression and arrests, unheard
of anti-strike legislation, all-out maobili-
sation of the military and police.

In the shadow cast by these historic
events the proclamation of the Republic
was shown up for what it was: the emp-
ty and meaningless gesture of a small
group of frightened men, sheltering be-
hind their Saracens and machine guns.

The Nationalists huddled in the rain
at Pretoria to instal their State Presi-
dent in a Bouth Africa where all gather-
ings but their own were banned; where
martial law had been proclaimed in all
but name; where for three days past a
large proportion of the country's indus-
try had slowed to a trickle, where empty
lecture theatres and clazsrooms were an
eloquent testimony to the contemptuous
rejection by the youth of a “"Republic”
from which every vestige of the noble
principles of republicanism had been
deieted by the Verwoerdites.

That was the great achievement of
the African people and the all-in Con-
ference at Maritzburg. By boldly tak-
ing the initiative they focused attention
on the rousing call for a fully represen-
tative Mational Convention with sover-
elgn powers to frame a new, democratic
constitution.

By passing from words to action
they dramatically exposed, as nothing
else could have done, the people’s re-
jection of state forms decided on by a
minority in itz own Interests; their
unequivocal claim for government of
the people by the people and for the
people.

Strike Score

Was the strike call & “"success"? In
a very important gense, it was and re-
mains a wonderful succeszs by the simple
fact that it compelled the attention of
the people of this country ard the whaole
world for weeks before the end of May,
that it forced the Government to moka-
lise as If for a war; that it has won the
support of a very substantial majority
aof all non-Mationalist elements for the
demand for a National Convention.

Of course the success of a strike
call must be measured not only by
such objective historic effects, but
more obviously by the number of
workers who respond to it. On this
issue there were, and still are, the
most diametrically opposed cpinions.
The dally capitalist newspapers, both

English and Afrikaans were unapimous
in reporting that the strike waz a “com-
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plete failure.,” "Total Mislukking'' exult-
ed Die Vaderland (echoed by the scab-
rous Cape Town paper Torch — “A co-
logsal flop."”)

There can be little doubt that these
newspapers made little or no attempt to
find out the factz for themselves; they
got their “information™ from the police
and B.A.D. authorities, and apart from
belng scared stiff, they were interested
to paint as gloomy a picture ag they
could of the strike, 20 as to dampen the
gpirits of those who did stay home on
the Monday, to make them fecl isolated
and defeated and more ready to go back
to work on the Tuesday.

A very different plcture emerged from
reading the first-hand reports which
were published in papers like Golden
City Post, and particularly in New Age,
which by vivid reports made it very clear
that in the traditional centrez of work-
ing class militancy, Johannesburg, Dur-
ban, Port Elizabeth, among wide sec-
tioms of the Coloured workers in the
Cape, and almost the entire Indian com-
munity throughout the country, the
gtrike had enjoyved a very wide measure
of support embracing tens of thousands
of workers amounting in the main in-
dustrial areas to from 60 to 70 per cent.

Az the weeks have gone by, more and
more facts have ecome to light indicat-
ing that this view of the strike was the
more accurate, In particular the
strength of the support which was forth-
coming among students and zcholars at
Fort Hare, Lovedale, Healdtown, Kil-
nerton and other educational institutions
for Africans has leaked out — mainly
through news of the draconle reprisals
taken by the Bantu Education authori-
ties.

High Sacrifice

We should not forget that the many
thousands of workers, businessmen and
studentz who, in the face of such mas-
give Intimidatiom from the State and
employers, did take part in the demon-
stration displayed a very high level of
political consclousness indeed,

They were sacrificing thres days' in-
come which they could ill afford. They
were in many cases risking their jobs,
at a time of increasing unemployment.
They were facing the possibility of police
réprisals which, in a country where peo-
ple can be arrested without charge; beat-
a&n up with out redreéss, and even ban-
ished without trial; can be very serious
indead. .

And all this not for some iImmediate
prozpect of betterment, such az an in-
creasze in wages, but in the course of a
general struggle for the broad democra-
tiec prineciple — a struggle which will

clearly be protracted and many-sided,
and in which, as Maritzburg's resolution
made clear, the strike was merely the
opening blow.

Indeed, the M.A.C. has baen criti-
cizsed, and not without Justice, for
failing in its propaganda to link tha
broad main slogans of the National
Convention and a democratic South
Arrica with the immediate issues agi-
tating the minds of the people. It
was not easy to strike, and the many
who did have set a high example
which should be full of hope and in-
spiration to all who believe in a brignt
future,

All the same, it s true that the res-
ponse was less than had been hoped for
— particularly by those who had becn
working herplcally for many weeks. in
one of the most dynamic and best-org-
anized campalgnz the country has ever
geen.

What about thoze who did not strike?
Didn"t they care enough for freedom and
the national cause to =acrifice three
days" pay? Or were they overawed by
threats, by Erasmus's show of strength?
Were they confuzed by hostile propagan-
da and the appearance of disunity cre-
ated by Government agents, consclous
or unthinking, among the Non-White
peoples themselves 7

It would not seem that any one

cause can be blamed: there was a

combination of factors, Bome of them

deserve particular attention.

The MNational Action Counecil did a
magnificent job, falthfully carryving out
the mandate of the Maritzburg Confer-
ence, and itz zpokezman, Mr. Nelson
Mandela emerged as an outstanding
South African statesman, whoze power-
ful voice reached the people even though
he himself was (and still is) a hunted
man constantly being sought not only
by the Special Branch but by the whole
police force.

If thehe are criticisms to be made, it
must not be forgotten that the wvirtual
monopoly of the press including the Jo-
hannesburg “African” papers, by Eu-
ropean capltalist interests render any
statement made to them by a people’s
leader liable to distortion and cunning
"aditing.”

The fact remains that the repeated
appeals to the PEOPLE for “non-wvipl-
ence” on the eve of the strike — at a
time when it was obvious to all that the
only ones preparing for violence wera
the Government and its police and arny
— gould not but have a somewhat con-
fusing effect.

Scabs and Pickets

MNow, az everyone koows, the Govern-
ment has rushed through draconie anti-
strike legislation to stop plcketing, or
even giving a scornful word or look to a
scab. Nevertheless, the workers have
their own ways of making those who go

(Continued at foot of next page)
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The Press and the Strike

The progressive movement must not fall into the habit of blaming the press for its own failures, says GEORGE IRWIN

The English-language Prezg in South
Africa was criticised for its coverage of
the stay-at-home. The Nationalists ac-
cused it of aiding the stay-at-home, and
the progressive movement accused it of
undermining the stay-at-home. Where
does the truth lie?

No one will challenge the statement
that the Press gave the stay-at-home a
tremendous amount of publicity. The
Press in fact was the principal medium
through which the stay-at-home obtain-
ed its publicity.

The Press reported the speeches of
Cabinet Ministers, the warlike prepara-
tions of the State, the comments of em-
plovers, the warnings and appeals of all
and sundry, and of course the initial de-
claration by the All-In African confer-
ence in Pietermaritzburg and the sub-
sequent statements by Mr., Nelson Man-
dela.,

In this way the message of the strike
was carried to the furthest cormers of
the country.

The contention that the Press sabo-
taged the strike by writing it off prema-
turely on the Monday does not bear
scrutiny.
and radio reports had appeared the fate
of the strike had already been decided.
With the exception of Johannesburg, the
Africans In the major centres did not
absent thémselves from work in large
numbers.

Thiz was the decisive factor. MNothing
can explain this fact away.

Tweo accusations are implicit in the
criticismz which have been voleed by
the progressive movement, One is that
if the Press and the radio had not writ-
ten off the strike, it might have snow-
balled on the second day into a national
girike. There iz no evidenee to support
thiz elaim. It iz speculation.

The second implied accusation iz that
the Press “switched™ its attitude in the
last few davs of the campaign and zabo-
taged the strike. The suggestion here
is that the*®Press wields enormous power,
that it was able to avert a national
sirike merely by the power of the print-
ed word. There is no evidence that the
Press wields thiz power over the Non-
Whitez in Bouth Africa.

By the time the first Press -

In two ways, perhaps, the Press's
treatment of the strike campalgn was
unusual, It reflected in the first
place a half-desire to zee the =strike
succeed and to oust the Nationalists,
It reflected alzo, ezpecially in the
latter stages of the campaign, an
awakening fear of the forces that
might be unleashed upon the country.
Admittedly, the Press had started

turning againgt the strike campaign in
the last fow days before the Republic
was inaugurated, but this does not mean
that it (a) raised the mood of the Mon-
White masses to a pitch where they
were Teady to strike, and them (b}
caused it to subzide again,

The Press simply does not exercise
this influence over the MNon-White
masses. If the masses had been in the
mood to strike, they would have done
g0, regardiess of the last-minute warn-
ings of the Press.

The progressive movement must not
fall inte the habit of blaming the Press
for its own failures.

It is time, too, perhaps for the pro-
gressive movement to realise that an
alignment between the Press and the
Non-White workers is an unusual one, to
put it mildly. The ldea of the capitalist
Fress joining forces with the Non-White
workers to stage a successful strike is
unigue.

It might be argued with some justifi-
cation that the contradictory attitude of
the Preszs — first, its support, then its
opposition — reflected a desire only for
a controlled strike, which would oust
Dr, Verwoerd, but not oust the present
gystem of White rule. This is quite prob-
ably true,

Thig still does not entitle anyone to
poriray the English-language Press in
the role of both strike-maker and
strike-breaker.

Anyone who thought the English-lan-
guage Press would go along with tha
strike right through to the end was be-
ing naive. The political situation In
South Africa is topsy-turvy, but not
THAT topsy-turvy.

The progressive movement challenges
the Press's description of the strike as
a “flop.” Examples of limited local suc-

cesseg are quoted te support this chal-
lenge. This iz not the point. The gen-
eral attitude taken by the Press (with
due respect to the progressive move-
ment) was the correct one: the strike
waz an attempt to foree Dr. Verwoerd,
in an orderly, irrezistible way, to sit
down to consultations, and in this at-
tempt it failed — utterly.

Bome people might quarrel with this
definition of the aim of the strike., Let
us say, then, that it was an attempt to
demonstrate the solidarity of the Afri-
can people in struggle. In this too it
falled — utterly,

The Press in fact divined the true na-
ture of the events on May 29, whereas
some sections of the progressive move-
ment are trying to gloss over It and to
turn a failure into a partial victory.

The limited suceesszes in  different
parts of the country were irrelevant, A

ticular form of struggle wasz ventur-
ed, and it falled. The occasion was
possibly even profound inm its signific-
ance, A successful national strike
would have been illegal, but guite pos-
sibly orderly. What now, though?

It will be zome time before anyone
dares to call another national strike.
Certainly, this cannot be attempted
without a lot of slogging work, or until
the political situation changes consider-
ably.

The view taken by the Press was that
the strike move on May 29 was not an-
other step in & campalgn of mounting
successes, but a setback for the whole
Non-White struggle. Thiz essentially is
the dispute between the Press and the
progressive movement. Who is right?

If the progressive movement is right,
then the Non-Whites are busy now pre-
paring for the next stage of a massive
campaign. Are they? Or is discussion
concentrated on the chances of local
diversions 7

If the Press is right, then the whole
Non-White struggle has taken a crack,
and will have to find new forms of strug-
Ele which will culminate in a national
strike, not start with one.

There are valuable lessons 1o ba learnt
in the eve-of-republic events, not the
least of which is that the State Is a for-
midable nut to crack.

against a majority struggle feel the
weight of their displeasure.

A strike; even a political strike; can
neéveér be a purely individual matter, and
the failure to contradict the alleged
: Iltatamunt could not but weaken solidar-

ty.

Even the warmest of supporters will
hesgitate to “go it alone" when he sees
others streaming to work; for the strike
situation depends essentially on solidar-
ity, ag every trade unionist knows. That
explaing why in a number of areag the
early morning trains were empty, but
some workers changed their minds and
went to work later in the morning —
because they saw others doing s0.
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The Hostile Word

A similar point arises in connection
with the stream of hostile propaganda
to which the workers were subjected on
the eve of the strike, An insidious role
was played by the big English-language
pewspapers, MNormally people are on
their guard against such papers because
of their well-known anti-worker bias.
But on this occasion thiz normal wvigi-
lance had been lulled because until &
week or so before the strike they had
been reasonably impartial ag regards the
demonstrations, publicising the Maritz-
burg decisions and the statements of Mr.
Mandela.

Suddenly, however, with a unanimity
which suggests their editors had been
subjected to concerted pressure by the
authorities, or by the owners, or both,
they changed thelr tune completely, re-
the N.A.C,, and, on the strike issue, be-
coming indistinguishable from the MNat.
propaganda sheets,

A gpate of leaflets attacking the strike
and its leaders were (8sued by the "Ban-
tu Congress”, "Sons of Zululand”, “Ban-
tu Workers' Union", "African MNation-
alista™, “Anti-CAD", ete. Some of these
“organisations” are non-existent bodies,
“invented” by the police-state Govern-

{Continued on following page)
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Strking Out Under the Republic

{Continued)

ment for the purpose of issuing these
very leaflets, Others congist of confus-
ed and disgruntled politicians, with a
record stretching back many years of
scabbing on every decislon for mass ac-
tion ever undertaken by the national li-
beration movement. The effect, how-
ever, iz identical.

Sincere supporters of PAC and anti-
CAD might ask themselves the search-
ing question “"Where are we going to?"
when policemen and White inspectors
on the trains give out their leaflets.

The effect of such leaflets has noth-
g to do with any “mass” support for
such organisations. The ordinary work-
er does not support them, and never will,
But they do contribute to an impression
of disunity, which must inevitably un-
déermineé any gréat movement calling for
gacrifice and determination. It 1z only
natural that all but the most advanced
and conscious worker will, however con-
vinced he may be himself, leok anxi-
ously to see what the other fellow is
doing. A small minority of scabs can
destroy any moveament, industrial or po-
litical, unless means are found, as they
have been found all over the world; to
exposa them and render them harmiess.

Like all our historic struggles in
this country the strike was a rich
and fruitful experience. It has shown
us the invaluable and essential place
of trade unions in the liberation move-

mient.

Chief Lutuli's call of two vears ago
YEwvery Congressman a trade unionist",
had it been heeded then, would have
changed the picture completely: one can
only hope that it will be thoroughly
taken up now.

First Cannonade

But our need today is not mainly to
dwell on the opening phase of the strug-
gle launched at Maritzburg, but to turn
our thoughts to the following and even
more vital phases to come. It seems to
me that many of those who like fo des-
ceribe the end-of-May protest demonstra-
tion as a “failure"”, imagine — or pre-
tend to believe — that, in itself, it was
intended by its originators to bring
about the Immediate downfall of the
Nationalist Party dictatorship.

“See", say these crities, "Republic
Day has come and gone, but Verwoerd is
still there.” True, the resolution called
for the eve-of-Republic protest demon-
strations, Mot because the new state-
form I8 called a “Republic” (many of
the foremost African leaders are tham-
selves convinced republicans) but be-
cause it was decided on by a phoney re-
fereandum which ignored the vast major-
ity of the people, and because it consists,
in essence, of a continuation and inten-
gification of the hated practices of White
baasskap and apartheld.

What the critics fail to note, or don't
want to remember, is that the end-of-
May protests were merely the first can-
nonade in what was clearly envisaged
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as & long, stubborn and many-sided
struggle of non-collaboration with the
Baasskap Hepublic, aimed at the posi-
tive goal of a non-raclal, sovereign Na-
tional Convention to frame the constitu-
tion of a truly democratic South Africa.

The Maticnal Convention

Bince Maritzburg, many organisations
and individuals have come out in favour
of a National Convention — and rightly
g0 too.

More and more, the mark of a demo-
crat in our country is whether or not he
is in favour not of miner concesslons to
still the anger of the oppressed peope,
but of a clean sweep of the hateful prac-
tices which make ocur Government the
polecat of the world, and a new deal in-
augurated by a fully representative Con-
stituent Assembly. For that is what a
Convention means, in terms of South
African history and usage — and they
do an ill service to the demoeratic cause
who zeek to cover up that radical mean-
ing, and to substitute a conception of
the National Convention a8 a merc ga-
thering or conference of opposition ele-
ments.

This is not to say that such meet-
ings and conferences might not serve
a useful purpose, even in present con-
ditiong where the great majority of
the foremost democratic leaders of all
sections of the community are banmned
from meetings.

There is much merit in the article
“"How to Get a Convention” by a Spe-
cial Correspondent of ‘"Contact” {June
1, 1961), pleading for unity among
supporters of the call for a National
Convention, and proposing "an urgent
consultation or conference among all
of us of all races to work out how to
put teeth into our demands."

But he iz on lezs sound ground when
he suggests that such & conference
should itzelf “consider a basic program-
me for the new South Africa’ and “per-
hapz accept & Bill of Rights' (the Liber-
al Party's pet shibboleth.) We are not
ghort of blueprints and basic program-
mes. The Congress Movement has its
Freedom Charter, and doubtless every
other opposition group or party worthy
of the name has its own programme.
We cannot and should not expect all of
them to shelve their own programmes
in favour of some watered-down version
which might emerge at a conference of
leaders.

A New Electorate

The great merit of the Mational Con-
vention idea Is that it will enable, for
the first time In our history, ALL par-
tles and movements to submit their blue-
printa for a new South Africa to the
only judgment a democrat can recognisa
as competent — the judgment of the
people of South Africa.

Let us have an ELECTORATE con-
sisting of all adult men and women of
the country, divided not racially but in-
to geographical constituencies om the
only fair basis — one man one vote.
TO THIS ELECTORATE let the Nation-

alist and United Parties submit their
versions of baasskap or “White leader-
ship', the advocates of qualified fran-
chises submit their proposals, and the
advocates of eguality — without gags
and bans — submit their candidates.
Let the people vote — and the candi-
dates they elect be delegated with sov-
erelgn powers to frame the basie struc-
ture of the new Bouth Africa “in any
way the majority shall decide™ (to gquote
the Maritzburg resolution.}

THAT iz a National Convention.
Any other proposal is, to my mind, &
mere playing with words. And whe-
ther you support = or not will indi-
cate decisively whether you are a de-
moerat — one who believes that the
people are, or should be, soverelgn.

How do we get such a Convention?
How do we force the Government to call
it — or if they won't, to get out and
make way for a Government that will?

As 1 write the National Action Coun-
cil has not vet announced the next phaze
of its non-collaboration campaign —
though I imagine that is a safe bet that
itz decizions will not be such as to glve
much aid and comfort to those support-
ers of various “"Bantu" institutions of
de Wet MNel who still mislead and help
to oppress their own people.

But certain facts must be faced. Ver-
woerd is prepared to mobilise the entire
armed strength of the country against a
peaceful strike; to ses the entire econ-
omy of the country drift to rack and
ruin, and South Africa isolated from the
world outside in every sphere of con-
tact, In order to maintain the “granite
wall" of apartheid and baasskap.

The ruling classes are armed to the
testh; their opponents, the great major-
ity of the people are disarmed, policed
like few other people on earth (the Por-
tuguese possibly excepted), and — this
is thelr greatest and only real weakness
— unorganised.

A gloomy pleture? Doeg it mean that
we are doomed to suffer the disgraceful
and shameful evils of apartheid for
many years to come?

Not at all; but it doss mean that the
democratic movement in South Africa
has to strike out beldly, to find new me-
thods of struggle under the Republic.

Verwoerd's wall is far from being
made of granite; already the turbulent
tides of freedom running in the world
are breaching it through a thousand
holes and gaps. But we who want to
build a new South Africa which joins in
the advance of this continent towards
freedom, must make haste to be up and
doing, to unite, to organise, to draw
ever greater numbers of people into dy-
namic action for freedom.

I have no doubt whatever that, be-
fore long, South Africa will be returned
to its rightful heirs, the people of this
country.

But we must beware lest, through
apathy and disunity, we inherit not a
beautiful and prosperous land — but a
wilderness. For that is what Verwoerd
and his Broederbond men are fast mak-
ing of our country.
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THE WHITES: Must Their Opposition Be Written Off?

Eecent events have once again raised
the guestion — can the White opposi-
tion forces be expected to play an im-
portant part in the coming political
struggles in South Africa?

The issue arises now because two re-
cent major events — the hirth of the
Republic, and the stay-at-home — were
both treated with surprizing passivity
by this section of the population that
was zo politically vociferous in the past.

Can It be that anti-Nationalist Whites
have been so intimidated that they are
now politically impotent?

The creation of a Verwoerd Republic
presented an execellent opportunity for
anti-Nationalists to rally all those who
voted NO in the referendum in a deter-
mined united front against the further
Erowth of MNationalist domination,

Unfortunately, with the exceptiom of
the protests organised by the Congress
of Democrats, umiversity students and
other organisations, the bulk of White
South Africa did not grasp the oppor-
tunity, and the Republic was born with
hardly a whisper from its previous
White opponents.

It may be argued that the crisis
ereated by the threatened stay-at-
home was not conducive to extra-FPar-
liamentary protests by Whites, but in
fact, as the organisers of the Fagan
meeting realised, the time was emin-
ently suitable for the most widespread
action by the opposition.

Disarmed

It must be admitted that the Nation-
alists displayed extraordinary adroitness
in the period preceding May 31. With
astonishingly brazen deception, Ver-
woerd and Louw, all injured innocence,
turned South Africa’s expulsion from
the Commonwealth from the tremen-
dous defeat it wasz into an emotional
victory (as witnessed by the increased
majorities in by-elections).

Flaying on the fact that the world
wag bitterly o to South Africa,
they called for unity within the laager,
and disarmed Government critics with
the argument that it was not the Gov-
ernment alone that was under fire, but
White South Africa as a whole.

Bewildered by the threat of isolation
in a hostile world, the TU.P. dominated
pection of the opposition was forced to
acknowledge that their owm policies
would have been no more acceptable to
world opinion. Thus, floundering in the
new situation and with no perspective
for the future, the major sector of the
opposition was paralysed into allowing
the Republic to be born without protest.

Ample warning had been given to the
country the Republic would be a
Nationalist ublic, intended to fulfil
the aspiration of Afrikaner Nationalism.
The Head of State was selected from the
Inner core of MNationalist leaders; em-
phasiz was placed on the changes to be
made in state procedures; education was
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to serve & new ‘national’ purpose; and
there was no slgn of concessions to he
made to the English speaking Whites,
such as would make them at home in
the Republic.

All this, together with the fact that
neither the Coloured wvoters nor the
Mon-Whites as a whole were being
consulted, indicated wvery clearly from
the outset, that the Republic was
conceived not in the splrit of demo-
eracy but rather in that reminizcent of
Hitler's accession to the Chancellor-
#hip.

In retrospect, it iz patently clear that
the daily prezs and the Parliamentary
opposition had been preparing the way
for the acceptance of the Republic since
their defeat in the Republican Referen-
dum. They were led to do so by their
fear of further antagonising Afrikaans
voters, and by their concern at the in-
creasing division among the White peo-
ple,

Having given in on the Reépublican
issue, it seems likely that the White op-
position has surrendered thea political
Inltiative to the Mationalists for a long
time to come, and it Is doubtful whether
a substantial section of the Europeans
can now be rallied to fight the Nation-
alists outside of parliamentary politics.

By contrast, the initiative has been
well and truly grasped by the Non-
Whitex,

Whereas stagnation has set in among
Whita anti-Nationalists, the Non-White
opposition movements are buzzing with
activity.

The National Action Council has
launched an all embracing attack on
the Government with the demand for
a MNational Convention with soverelign
powers; the Coloured Convention
movement has arouzed the Coloured
people In & most sensational way; the
Indian people showed their high lewvel
of political consciousness by their
unity and loyalty on May 28-31.

Feeble

All  these signs of the matur-
ing political consclousness in the libera-
tion movement serve to emphasize the
weakness of the White opposition. The
collapse of the Natal Stand, and the
feebleness of the protests at the monster
of Christian National Education alone
show that there is not enough determin-
ation and democratic conviction to stand
up to Nationalist pressures,

Does this mean that the White Oppo-
sition can be written off? In my opin-
ion it does not.

But at least for the immediate future
it doeg seem that apart from the wvital
and admirable activity by lUberal-demo-
cratic forces, the bulk of the White op-
position has been stifled into sullen self-
pitying -silence.

This unhealthy state of affairs must
be of concern to all anti-WNationalists,

for If we fail to mobilise the White op-

position we thereby lose an ally in the
struggle to remove the MNationalists
from offlce. The liberation movement
cannot afford to neglect such a large
gection of the people, and efforts should
be made to find forma of expression for
the dislike of MNationalist policieg that
iz still to be found among a very large
number of Europeans.

The problem is, what is feasible,

and to what sort of call would they
respond 7
Mon-Co-operation

Perhaps the answer lies in the non-
co-operation campaign now being moot-
ed in the liberation movement. Mon-
co-operation could be applied in many
ways by Europeans. It could mean open
dissoclation from the practices of White
Bupremacy in their daily lives, it could
include the refusal to co-operate with
Government institutions at various lev-
els, and it could involve a greater degree
of gupport for the liberation movement.

The concept of non-co-operation is not
a new one. It has been resorted to by
many peoples when faced with an im-
placable and oppressive Government.

Tha basis for this idea is that no Gaw-
ernment can rule without the consent of
the governed, and that a Government
which fails to maintain such support,
must inevitably fall. In South Africa
this concept has a special meaning for
the Government regquires at least the
tacit support of the bulk of the White
population on major matters, in order
to maintain the system of the oppres-
gion of the Non-Whites,

Mon-co-gperation has many aspects,
and it should not be confused with
deflance.

In fact non-co-operation is resorted

‘to by many people in their daily lives

where, although it passes largely un-
noticed, it nevertheless chalks up a mark
against tyranny.

The thousands of parents who pro-
tested against the Republican ceremonies
at their children's schools are a case in
point. The insistence on the right to
speak English to Government officials iz
another example of the daily stubborn
resistance to HNationalist domination
that goes unseen but is nevertheless of
value. Ewven small acts of defiance of
the conventions of the colour bar are
useful, especially az they are not lost
on the Non-Whites who appreciate every
effort made to break down colour bar-
riers, There are many other examples
of White rezistance to Nationalist coer--
cion.

If we can spread the idea that every
opponent of the Nationalist Government
has an.obligation to use every oppor-
funity open to him to register his op-
position to the policiez which are drag-
ging us all towards increasing strife, we
shall thereby make the task of the Gov-
ernment so much more difficult.

B.T.
PacE ELEvEN



An account by a Pupil

On April 29 we received wisitors
from X Training Institution. Tea
was served as soon as the visitors
‘had arrived, and again after all the
matches had been played.

Cakes which everybody had sup-
posed were for the visitors, were bak-
ed by some students on the previous
night.

On that very morning, shortly be-
fore the visitors arrived, the teacher,
who was to be the adjudicator at mu-
siec competitions which were held at
a neighbouring village, took along
with him all the cakes to sell them
to the children there. .

The mistress who was left in
charge had no choice but to serve the
tea with the bread that was kept in
the storercom for the students.

The vistors had their tea with the
bread and after they had left, the
students had their tea without their
usual share of one slice in the morn-
ing and another in the evening.

Actual revolt began on May 1. The
boys had taken the situation very
hard, while the girlz had taken it as
one of the many such previous occa-
gions,

When the bell rang for school, the
girls all ran to assemble at the usual
place for morning pravers, but no
boy was to be seen. They were all in
their hostel. The girls knew the rea-
gon why and were thus inspired, They
started scattering about the school
Erounds.

The staff-members tried maintain-
ing order, but failed. At lunch time
all the studentz went to a nearby
ghop and bought bread. No other
student ate the meals cooked at
school, except for eight girls who
had decided that they were not pre-
pared to mix with the throng.

In the afternoon, three Europeans
arrived, I do not know where they
were from. If they were policemen,
they were clad in private attire. All
the boys were assembled. I was not
there, I cannot definitely tell, but I
understand thirteen boys were ex-
pelled and told to leave the school the

without having sald anything to the
girlz, but having taken with them the
names of the thirteen boys.

It was decided among all the girls
that the eight girls were to be thor-
oughly beaten im the evening. All
these girls were cornered, but four
of them slipped away unseen. The
remaining four were seriously wound-
ed by broom-sticks, belts and fists
that were landed on them by the mob
of girls.

As I have said, the principal wit-
negsed the scene but had nothing to
Bay. With a few gtaff-members, he
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tried to call all the girls inside the
hostel, but they refused, and instead
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following day. The three men left’

Revolt in a School

went to the boys' residence and told

the prefects about what happened.

The boys told us to keep cool and go

back to our hostel, We went bachk.

The principal left instantly by car,

and we all thought that the only

place he had decided to go to was the
polies-atation.

The boys thus sent word that we
ghould all leave the school premises,
for two reasons, to try and keep
away from the police, and to go to a
secluded spot where we had to share
views and decide on one thing. We
left. It was at about 8.30 pm. We
trudged a distance of about three
miles. There we sat and discussed
the whole matter until about 12.30
a.m.

A petition where all the students’
grievances were laid down was draft-
ed, and it was also declded that if the
thirteen boys had to leave we were all
leaving.

I can't remember everything quite
well, but the petition read something
like this:—

1. That we had to get three slices of
bread in the evening and two in
the morning with jam.

2, That for lunch samp and beans in-
stead of porridge and beans was
to be served, with fat in it.

3.. That we should vary our bever-
ages; instead of tea alone, coffee
and cocoa should also be served on
some days.

4, That corporal punishment should
be abolished.

5, That no expulzion should be car-
ried out during the course of the

ar,

6. ':i:;at with all the above mentioned
demands the school-fees should not
be raised higher.

We arrived at school in the early
hours of the morning, to find the
gchool surrounded by men armed with
knob-Kerries and a police lorry. We
entered and went to our dormitories
and slept. About fifteen minutea
later, there was a knock on one of
the doors, A certain teacher had
been sent to tell all the girls to wake
up because there was a sergeant who
wanted to speak to the boys but they
gald they would not utter a word be-
fore the girls come. There was no
response at first. It was not until
we heard the voices of the boys out-
gide, that we woke up.

We all assembled outside the girls'
hostel. The principal was there, a
police sergeant was there, the chief
and his men were all present.

The petition was handed to the
prineipal, who in turn interpreted it
in Afrikaans to the police sergeant.
He assured us that the Inspector and

the board members would arrive the ¥
following day to discuss the state of ¥

affairs.
We woke up at about 7 am., X had

already told us where to find the four 2

geen. They were hiding at
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culprits who had slipped away un-
a certain
house nearby. The principal had tak-
en them there.

We surrounded the house, and ask-
ed the woman there to tell thoze girls
to get out; she would not. The hus- g
band went to tell the principal, and
the principal sent three teachers to
ezcort the girls up to the school. It
would seem they were afraid too, for
they just barred the door and never
moved. Rain was falling hard at the
time, and we were drenched to the
skin. £

Seeing that there was no progress
in our fight, we sent for the boys, g
When they arrived, they just ztorm-
ed insidé, The owner of the house
had no alternative but to let the girls
out. He only asked us to stund out-
gide the fence. The teachers came
out with the girls, but as =von as
they were outside the gate the poor
girls were dragged from the teachers,
and a few minutes later, no one could
make them out, for their faces were E
covered with blood.

The principal had already gone for
garrisons of policemen behind whose g
lorries came a huge railway bus,
They had nothing to tell us but just
ordered us to pack our trunks and
leave.

We had to enter our hostels in
fives. The whole mob of students
was outzide the fence. Nobody could
pack his or her trunk properly when
there was a policeman telling or ra-
ther commanding you to make haste
and get out so that another five
should get In. As a result our trunks
were thrown over the fence, and we
packed them properly there.

We refused to get into the railway
bus for we thought it unsafe. So
:ranaportﬂ.t:iuu wag to be our own af-

air,

We thought it wise to take our
trunks and keep them temporarily at
the wvillage.

We had to divide now, for there
were those who were going MNorth,
and were compelled to board their
train from X, and those who were
coming South. We footed the way,
a distance of fourteen miles or 20, un-
til we got our train from X the fol-
lowing morning.

g&mwmmwxm

MNokwe (Cont. from page 7)

g representative of a Chief iz absolutely
no qualification for administering the
Law.
g The Africans on the other hand, de-

mand instead a National Convention for
% & pew Constitution which will ensure
4 democratic rights for all the people of
% BSouth Afriea, both in local affairz and
< on national issues,

To introduce Instead, at this stage, a
% BIill which makes a mockery of their de-
# mand will only anger tham deeply, and
% fortify them in their resolve to over-
% throw the whole vast machinery of dis-
% crimination.
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‘“Pass the Bottle”

by MARY TUROK

Pazs the bottle! Prohibition is to end
at last — no more need to slink into a
back alley for a drink, nor to pay black-
market prices for it.

But don't imagine that it's legal as
soon as the Liquor Bill becomes law —
the Minister of Justice iz expected to
choose a date im October, just to make
sure the General Election doesn't go
the wrong way because of it

What lies behind thizs "gesture of
goodwill” by a Government notorious
for its contempt for the feclings of the

Afrlican people? Why this sudden

concern for the “grievances” of the

Mon-Whites, after twelve years of

stubbornly refuzing to admit that any

grievances existT

In a rare mood of concern and father-
Iy understanding Minister Erasmus told
Parliament that he was eradicating the
root of racial tension, that he was saving
300,000 people from gaol each year and
lifting a burden from the shoulders of
the police and courts who found the law
imposzible to implement. These noble
gentiments have a hollow ring when
they are uttered by the Minister of a
Government inzensible to the greater
sufferings caused hy the pass laws
which are equally impossible to imple-
ment.

The Liquor Lobby

The ulterior motive isn"t hard to
find. Pressure for a relaxation of the
liguor laws has been building up for
several years, the pace being set by

the wine farmers and liquor producers.

"Spearheading the agitation iz the
rich and influential 'Ko-operaticve Wijn-
bouers Vereeniging', the wine farmers’
co-operative, which has an almost total
monopoly of the production and export
of wine and spirits produced im this
country.” (Brian Bunting, Africa South,
July 1958).

While wine and spirits production has
been inereasing steadily in recent years,
markets have falled to expand suffici-
ently to absorb the increase and, al-
though the farmers aren't starving, their
position has been growing somewhat
precarious.

The unpopularity of South African
products overseas brought matters to a
head. The wine farmers must have
presented the Government with a pret-
ty stiff ultimatum, for it felt obliged to
go even further in the Liguor Eill than
the Malan Commission had recom-
mended.

This Government Liguor Commission
recommended the sale of natural wines
and “"European-type” beer to Africans
in beerhalls. The Liguor Bill provides
for the sale of all types of liquor to Afri-
cang by any licenced seller — both off
zales and on-consumption. It does, how-
ever, introduce severe penalties for illi-
cit brewing, no doubt in an attempt to
wipe out potential competitors.
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'Ideals' Overboard

A gimmick has been found by the
Matiopalists to bolster at least one sec-
tion of the sagging economy— the fact
that long-cherished *ideals” have had
to be tossed overboard is unfortunate,

A frenzied last-minute appeal by
the Mederduitze Gereformeerde Kerk
to stay the bill in the interests of the
white man's “zafety and civilisation™
wag lgnored. Mot even conscientious
objectors within the Nationalist cau-
cug were permitted to oppose the mea-
sure,

The whip was cracked so effectively
that even the idealists indulged in some
hasty re-thinking. An appeal to all
Christians “to pray that God will endow
our legislators with wisdom and under-
standing as they discuss these far-
reaching proposals” was made by Dr.
William Nicol, ex-Transvaal Administra-
tor and one time Moderator of the
M.G.K., and that was the last that was
heard of any protest from those guar-
Lers.

Backing the demands of their fellow-
farmerz in the South, Transvaal farm-
ers have long been demanding permis-
gion to institute the tot-system on their
farms, and some have already done s0
in spite of the law. They claim that
the Cape farmers have a more stable
labour-foree, no doubt because their la-
bourers, if at times unruly, become so
addicted to drink that they cannot do
without it and thus are willing to stay
on at a farm regardlezsz of other condi-
tions.

The first draft of the Liquor Bill con-
tained a clause allowing all farmers the
unrestricted right to supply labourers
over 18 yvears with natural wine. (It had
previously been limited to one and a half
pints a day for workers over 21.) But
the Minister evidently took fright at the
outburst the clause evoked and with-
drew it. However, as the EBEill now
stands, there Iz nothing to stop any
farmer applying for a permit to supply
liguor to his labourers and thus getting
what he wanted through & back door.

Tots in lieu of decent wages is an old
Bouth African abuse, now sure to
spread.

Africans who hope to find new busi-
ness openings in the fleld of liguor sales
are likely to be disappointed. In the
first place each person granted a licence
by the Minister, or an authority delegat-
ed by him, will have to pay a fee of up
to R400 to the Conszolidated Reavenue
Fund, and once he has set up business he
faces the prospect of making no profit,
for the Minister reserves for himself to
decide how profits derived from the sale
of liquor to Africans shall be dealt with.
Africans will not get liguor licences
easfily, and there will be extremely strict
control.

Make no mistake, even in this Bill
there are still restrictions that can land

a man in gaol for three months or more.

It is an offence for an African to con-
gume hiz liguor in a public place or on
any preéemises where he does not have
the permission of the owner.

Theoretically it 15 still an offence
for an unlicenced person to serve

drinks to an African, even in a pri-
vate home. But how a court will be
able to prove whether the African
concerned was drinking his own or
his host's liquor iz an interesting

poser.
Sting in the Tail

Beorpion-like, the Government has re-
gerved the real sting for the tail of the
Eill. All penalties for offences under
the Liquor Act have been stepped up
steeply. A fine of RH0 now becomes
Rl or three months (no alternative
gaol sentences appeared in the old Li-
guor Act); a fine of R2M now becomes
R400 or twelve montha.

Home-brewing, a long established in-
stitution among the African people in
town and country, comes under the hea-
viest fire. In the past the consumption
or possession of any =o-called “concoc-
tion" was lHable to a fine of up to RE200,

Mow, any person found guilty or pos-
sezsing, drinking or supplying any drink
made from the fermentation of treacle
or sugar, other than "kaffir-beer”, is
liable, on first conviction, to a fine of up
to R1,000 or imprisonment for up to five
vears, or both. On a second conviction
he must be sentenced to a minimum of
& months imprisonment and not more
than five yearz plus a fine of R1,000, or
to imprisonment only.

These extraordinarily severe sentences
apply even to the purchase or possession
of yeast or malt by Africans.

Home-brewing is put on a par with
dagga-running and illicit diamond buy-
ing — In spite of the fact that it is so
widely practiced and accepted. It will
not cease simply with the introduction
of the new liguor law — white man's
liguor will still be out of the reach of
the lowest paid Africans who will con-
tinue to create a demand for the cheap-
er drinks like izityimiyvana, hopana, uha-
i or skokiaan,

And as long as there are women who
are forced by economic hardship to find
a “side-line'', the shebeen traffic will
continue, regardless of the “deterrents'.
Innocents will become criminals — frus-
tration and bitterness will continue, The
new Liguor law solves nothing.
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— THE CASABLANCA CONFERENCE —

Africa’s Trade Unions Join Hands

The All-African Federation of Trade
Unions was formed at the First All-
African Trade Union Congress held in
Casablanca from the 5th to 3ist May,
1961,

The Congress was attended by 45
trade union centres from 38 African
countries, Among the delegales were
two representatives of the South African
Congrezs of Trade Unions. An attempt
was made by Mr. Nana Mahomo, & lead-
er of the banned P.A.C. and now a mem-
ber of the South African United Front
overseas, to gain admission to the Con-
gre=s a3 & delegate of the Federation of
Free African Trade Unions of South Afs
rica (FOFATUSA). However, the Con-
gress refused to seat him as a delegate
and he later joined the delegation of the
Rhodesian TUC as an observer.

The Congress was the result of two
years of intensive work following the
call for trade union wnity 'n Africa made
by the All-Africa People's Conference at
Accra in December; 1959,

The Congress did not adopt a constitu-
tion for the new body but accepied a
Charter which =sets out the basic aims
of the organisation.

The Charter declares:

"The workers of Africa, workmen
and peasants, are engaged in an im-
placable struggle against COLONTAL-
ISM, NEO-COLONIALISM, IMPERI-
LISM, FEUDALISM and REACTION.

They are fighting alongaide all
workers of the world in their common
struggle against all forms of human
exploitation."

The Charter emphasises that the con-
ditions of this struggle in Africa are spe-
clal. New conceptions and methods of
work have to be found by the workers
of Africa.

The Charter points ogut the role of
African trade unions in the bullding of
the new Africa by saying:

", e« Thelr role iz first of all politi-
cal: no worker iz in a position to con-
gider liberty as of no account . . .

“The trade unions do not have to
submit to the dictatorship or political
guardianship of any party: they will
take, on the contrary, a chosen place
which will confer upon them rights
and assign to them dutieg . ..

"« « The role of African trade
unioni=m Iz next ecomomic . . . taAken
with a wview to freeing Africa from
exploitation . . .

The maln emphasls of the Charter, is
on the need for the trade unions of Afri-
ca to be independent.

This independence, it declares, entails
notably:

“The non-interference of foreign
organisations in the orientation, man-
agement, and trade union action in
Africa. African trade ynionism must
be the authentic expression of Africa
and not an African version of the op-
tics of a forelgn trade union.”
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Few could quarrel with these prowvi-
sions. But the sponsors of the Congress
— Guinea, Ghana, Mali and Morocco —
insisted that in order to be independent
the national trade union organisations
at the Congress could not be affillated
to the new Federation unless they ceas-
ed to be affiliated to international trade
union organisations.

A2 A temporary measure national
trada wnion organisations belonging to
central international trade union bodles
were glven ten months in which to dis-
affiliate from those bodies, principally
the ICFTU,

It wag on this question of disaffilia-
tion that there was a deep-seated spiit
at the Congress, eventually resuiting in
the delegations of 12 countriez walking
out of the Comgress on the last day.
These were the representatives of trade
union centres of Kenya, Uganda, Nyasa-
land, Southern Rhodesia, Tanganyika,
Tunizia, Somalia, Congo {Leopoldville),
Camercun, Madagascar and Mauritus,
all of which are affiliated to the ICFTL,

Amidst shouts of approval the Zanzi-
bar and Pemba Federation of Labour on
the other hand, declared itz immediate
dizaffiliation from the ICFTTL.

The other ICFTU affiliates are doing
thair utmost to discredit the Casablan-
ca Congress.

Tom Mbova of the Eenya Federation
of Labour stated after the Congress that
the composition of the steering commit-
tee of the Congress was such that non-
sponsors were not given the opportunity
to direct the econduct of the Congress.
He alleged that the chairman, Mahjoub
ben BSeddik, of the Moroecan trade
unions, had conducted the meetings par-
tlally and that the conference hall was
packed with members of the public who
jeered and heckled some delegations. In
this atmosphere, he claimed, no declsions
could be reached.

The Trade Union Congress of MNigeria
(a splinter body ) went even further than
Mr. Mboya, It claimed that the Casa-
blanca Congress was a complete failure
and that the decisions reached repre-
sented the opinion of 3 countries only—
Ghana, Guinea and the United Arab Re-
public. It alleged that the recognised
trade union centres of Gambia, Slerra
Leone, Cameroun, Uganda, Liberia and
Congo (Leopoldville) were not invited
because of their differences with the
sponsors. When they nonetheless sent
representatives to Casablanca they were
refused the status of delegates.

The TUC of Nigeria endorsed Mboya's
statement that African trade union cen-
tres were not obliged to accept the deci-
sions of the Congress.

The General Secretary of the ICFTTU,
Omar Becu, made other allegations
about the Congress. He sald that the
organizers of the Congress seated 5 dele-
gates from each of their own organisa-
tions while giving to others the right to

only 2. He claimed that instead of creat-
ing an independent AATUF the organis-
ers of the Congress had deliberately cre-
ated a division by injecting the extrane-
ous issue of international affiliation.

Despite these protestations by the
ICFTU the vast majority of delegates
unanimously adopted the Charter of the
new Federation amidst tremendous ap-
plause,

Mahjoub ben Seddik of Morocco was
clected President, John Tettegah of
Ghana was elected General Secretary
and the Secretariat consits of trade
unionists from Guinea, Morocco, Alger-
im, Mali, the United Arab Republic and
Kenya (Tom Mboya). The headquarters
iz to be at Casablanca.

The split which came to the surface
at the Congress has helped to expose
the manoeuvres of the ICFTU, which at
every stage has endeavoured to prevent
All-Afriean trade unlon umity. Colo-
nial authorities throughout Africa en-
couraged the ICFTU im the hope that
thiz largely U.8.-dominated body would
be able to “tame™ the strong political
and economic demands of the African
unions.

Just before the AATUF preparatory
conference inm 1959 the ICFTU convened
an African Regional Conference in La-
EOS.

In November, 1860, prior to the meet-
ing of the AATUF preparatory commit-
tee in Accra the ICFTT quickly conven-
ed another regional conference, this time
at Tunis.

Last year the ICFTU pumped 422,000
dollarg into Africa.

Now the ICFTU and itz African affili-
ates have allowed the guestion of inter-
national affillation to become a major
bone of contention. Instead of accepting
the views of the majority they walked
out of the Congress. Actions such as
this only play into the hands of the
enemies of African unity.

It is clear from Tom Mboya's speech
to the Congress and his statement after-
wards that he is prepared to concede the
need for a loose federation of African
unions with the strongest possible local
autonomy and the continued affiliation
of national centres to other internation-
als, in particular the ICFTU.

However, the majority of trade unions
in Africa have had enough of the intri-
gues and corruption of the ICFTT,

Dially Beydou, General Secretary of
the Guinean trade unions, made this
clear when he zald that African trade
union unity had no hope of success if
the aims to be reached were not clearly
defined. He told the Congress

. » « Unity at any cost, without a
purpose, without princliples, would
not stand up to any attack by our
class enemies. This must be under-

stood If the Pan-African movement s

to succeed.”

— R. HAMELE,
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INDIA —the Unfinished Land

TRAVEL NOTES by HILDA WATTS

The bus into Bombay left the airport at
midnight. There were cnly two other
passengers, an engineer from Nairohbi,
returning from a visit to relatives, and
one of the airport employees. He spoke
about Bombay as the bus hooted ity
way through narrow, crowded streets.

“Six million people,’” he said. Ewven at
this hour, most of them seemed to be
gtill on the streets, wearing crumpled
white suits., *“They come out at night
to get cool.” But there were no women
to be seen, or almost none. “The women
are in the houses.”

BEombay assails you with a confusion of
smells, sounds and sights, sharp and
strong, like a physical attack. Shanties
along the pavement—huts of sacking
and straw crowded togther like Mpan-
za's first shantytown. “Road-workers,"
said the airport man. “They bulld shacks
close to the job and live there." People
gleeping on benches, on pavements.
“They sleep outside because it's so hot
ingide.” The over-powering stench of
filthy, stagnant water. *“It's a pity you
can’t seg the sea — it's just behind thosa
buildings.”

Miles and miles of small, slummy shops;
only the dry-cleaning establishments ap-
pear to be new and brilliantly lighted.
Walls scrawled so tightly with slogans
that there was not space for another
word: “Vote for A, Vote for B, Vote for
the Socialist candidates, Vote for Con-
gress”; slogans with the votlng sym-
bols, a eock, a wheel, a house, that illl-
terate voters recognise. “It's the munl-
cipal elections,” said the man. Later I
gaw a small, printed notice pasted on &
wall: “Don't vote for vandals who spoil
city walls."”

At the airport offices a little girl, not
maoare than nine or ten years old, holds up
a garland of flowers and begs for money
in a =oft, persistent, sing-song voice.
One o'clock in the morning. They say
the Chinese take children from their
parents and put them in nursery schools.
Where are her parents? She throws the
flowers Intoe the bus, and begs and
begs,

Only a few hours next day to see the
city. Too hot to walk very far. . A
friendly Indian at the BOAC office gives
his adwvice: *“You ought to go to X
beach,” he says. "It's very nice there
— for Europeans only." Too difficult
to explain why this sounds so shocking
in liberated India to South African
EATS.

On the ‘plane for Hombay to Delhl, a
handsome young American attached to
Engelhard Enterprises extols the op-
portunities in India today. “Terrific
development,' he says. “Industry is go-
ing ahead with leaps and bounds."” His
firm is making the most of it. America
placed an embargo on China, but thera's
noe embarge on the American capital
pouring into India today.
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Purdah at Palam alrport, Delhi. A man
walks in, followed by his wife, who
gropes her way carefully. As she lifts
a cautious corner of her hlack weil to
peer at the ground, I see thick-lensed
gpectacles; she must be nearly blind be-
hind her concealing curtain. Strange
that she can accept alr-travel In such a
disguise.

Delhl is a village, say the Indians. It
iz indeed completely different from other
cities in India. New Delhi was design-
ed 30 years ago by the British archi-
tect Luytens. It has wide, tree-lined
gtrects, open spaces, magnificent build-
ings. It bears for all timeg in this air
of opennezs and ease the indelible marks
of imperial British rule. Here, until 11
yvears ago, the British law-makers and
administrators could go from imposing
office to garden suburb homes without
having the teeming, crowded, sick and
under-nourished life of India thrust up-
on them.

Interlocking with New Delhi is the old
city, still partially enclosed by its anci-
ent walls, the North Indian version of
the Muslim cities of the Middle East,
with crowded residential quarters and
congested bazaars, Big white humped
cows blunder along the traffic-packed
streetz; birds fly into the hotel rooms,
git quite unconcerned on wardrobe or

bathroom light.

Since liberation, New Delhl has become
an international meeting ground. There
is nearly always a world conference of
some kind going on; the delegates feel
the ground to be neutral, so that repre-
gentatives of socialist and capitalist
countries can meet to discuss trade, or
health, or economic questions — or
peace.

To provide accommodation for delegates
to an important conference, the Govern-
ment took over and completed the build-
Ing of the Hotel Ashoka, luxury on a
grand scale in red sandstone with over-
whelming decorations in traditional
style; great columns, huge halls, a whole
gtreet of shops within the hotel itself;
and if you come in late at night, and
walk up the stairs instead of taking a
lift, in the shadowy corners of the car-
peted landings you will see dark forms
asleep — employees of the Hotel Asho-
ka.

My window looks over onto the big blue
swimming pool, with its gay umbrellas
and lounging chairs. And beyond, to a
piece of waste-land, on which cluster a
jumble of shacks — Jabavu on a small
gcale. The people who live in the shacks
built the Hotel Ashoka. They have no
permanent homes—they build their bits
of straw close to the building site when
they get work, The women work in
long, once-white robes, dirty and hot,
clinging to them awkwardly as they
carry bricks and stones in basketz on
their heads, Their thin, fly-and-dirt-

covered bables lie or sit on the char-
pais, the light bamboo and string beds
that they carry everywhere,

I go sight-seeing, then leave the ancient
and glorious monuments to walk through
& village on the outskirts of Delhi. Ruin-
ed palaces, ruined wvillages, ruined peo-
ple. The open shops are called bazaars
— just & ralsed platform in nDarrow
buildings, each one with a dirty jumble
of goods, almost touching across the
dusty street. In one, & man is being
ghaved, on his face and under his arms;
on the next platform another man iz
making chapaties and cooking them in
a chareoal oven., The uncocked dough
iz thick with flies. A detour to avoid
a mangy-locking dog — I have been
warned that rables s common. A child
glts playing in the dust, its arms and
legs like thin, curved sticks. Flies
everywhere, Dirt everywhere, Smellz
of refuse, of dung, of decay. 'On the
erumbling walls, painted gigns to show
that this village was sprayed with DDT
in October 1059 as part of a world-wide
campalgn to eradicate malaria. Mala-
ria! That looks like the least of itz
troubleg . . . (the Chinese ran a nation-
wide campaign to eradicate their four
pests, flies, rats, mosquitoes and locusts,
but the whole population was mohilised
and that, say the Western democracies,
iz regimentation. How badly India needs
a little of thiz regimentation!) Weeks
later I recall this willage, walking
through the villages of a Chinese Com-
mune, with streetz as narrow and walls
as ancient — but all clean, mo flies, and
a row of shops az modern and well-
equipped as any small town.

They have cleared the beggars out of
New Delhi. When I take the bus to
Apra, 120 miles away, to see the Taj
Mahal, I find out what happened to the
beggars., They cluster at level croszings
where the booms come down as bus and
cars approach, and stay down for twenty
minutes, then rise again without a train
coming in view, The same thing on the
return journey. During the wait for the
invigible train, there iz plenty of time
for the big, sad-looking bear to perform,
the with the trachoma-closed eyes,
the man with the twisted limbs, the
sick-looking monkeys, the collection of
flotsam swept away from outside the
tourists' hotels . . .

Eight hours in & hot, dusty bus, with the
horn going all the way, just to spend
half an hour at the Taj Mahal, At first
gight of this building the tiring ride
through depressing, dust-covered, crums-
bling countryside is forgotten. It is a
dream of perfection, peerless, a great
white pearl, floating on the earth in
flawless beauty.

Most of the visitors are Indlans. They
are acutely aware of their cultural heri-
tage, and speak of it constantly; the
glories of the past become an excuse for
the failures of the present.

Two young British engineers, on their
way home from the local Power Pro-
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jeet admire the Taj Mahal, but speak
with bitterness about India. They pour
out endless examples of graft, corrup-
tion, shoddy work, indifference. “Thay
don't know what work means . . . they
won't be able to run the place when we
pull out. They're only good for taking
bribezs and making cakes of cow-dung.”
{Two months later a Chinese tells me:
“When the Japanese left Answan, they
destroyed the steel works., They said in
any case we Chinese could never run it
—we were only good for growing sor-
ghum.")

From Delhi, a night train to Amritsah.
Az we arrive at Delhi Station a veritable
army of red-jerseyed porters descend,
grabbing bedding rolls, suitcases, par-
cels, even handbags — anything you
may be carrving so that each ome will
qualify for a tip. They are a ghastly
gight, thin and ragged, reminding me of
the African convicts at the Fort,. We
get rid of the porters, but two old, grey-
bearded, beggars stand on the platform,
tapping on our window and chanting in-
cessantly, Why doesn't the train go?
How touriztz hate the beggars! They
are living reminders — impozsible to ig-
nore — of the great gulfs in human
gtandards; turn away, and you feel poi-
soned by your hardness; give, and a
veritable army descends, ¢ach one whose
thinness or rags or sorcs or deformities
demonstrate his greater need over the
others. The coins do not salve the con-
sclence, 8o it is easier to hate the Bri-
tish, whosze three hundred years of rule
made India what she is today. (But Chi-
na had as muech dirt and disease, and
India and China were both liberated ele-
VEn years ago . . .}

Our host iz the Vice-Principal of the
Sikh College, a greyv-bearded, turbaned
Sikh like a merry brown-faced Father
Christmas; portraits of Marx and Lenin
on his walls; and of his daughter, a
University lecturer, his pride; while his
soft, over-welght son lounges around the
house waited on by innumerable women
(*My son’s contribution to India’s prob-
lems — a baby every year for four
years™.) The Professor shows us the
College, and we wander to a village at
the back where College servants live.
We ask permission to go inside the
homes. Flies settle on the women and
children in black clouds, A woman Says
to us, through our interpretor: “Now
you see how we live — what can we do
about it?" There is despair In her
volce,

We speak at a meeting in a little village
just outside the town. A procession ar-
rives, bearing a red flag — textile work-
ers who have been on strike for four
montha, The men and women listen in-
tently to our talk of peace, and ask us
questions about the struggle for peace
in our ecountries, South Africa and
Amerlca. From there, to a tea-party
reception by the local national bourge-
oisie, the Mayor, lawyers, business men.
They ask questions only about the
China-India border dispute, and c¢om-
plain of the intransigence of the Chin-
ege. But after several such meetings,
the dispute appears as & very conveni-
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ent red herring, and we begin to think
that land reform iz a dangerous disease
to some people, who are happy to have
a barrier to erect to prevent it spread-
ing even over those high and lonely
borders.

But India, too, has her Five-Year Plan.
Early one morning we take a bus from
the new capital of the Punjab, Chandi-
garh, the conercte city designed by Le
Corbusier, to the little town of Nangal,
and from there another bus through the
dusty, stony, barren mountains — so
mueh like some of the Transkei REeserve
country — to Bakra Dam, nearing com-
pletion. It will be the highest dam in
the world and supply power and water
to large arcas of the Punjab. Impres-
glve, beautiful in its potential power,
among these stony, heat-burned moun-
tains.

Back at MNangal, a mecting awaits us.
We asked the men to bring the women,
and the women have come with their
babies. Bores, flies, dirt, little brown
bodles struggling to grow in the harsh-
egt of surroundings. How poor there
people are, how friendly, how kind. They
are deeply interested to hear of other
countries; the bonds of poverty and
hardship and the constant struggle for
a better life, ties them to the people of
distant landz, They fecl perzonally their
own involvement in the South African
struggle for liberation, they who fought
g0 long against BEritish imperial rule.

But what has happened to them in these
eleven years! There have been big
changes, both through the national sec-
tor, embracing schemes such as Bakra
Dam, and the private sector, with indi-
vidual capitalists — liberally aided by
foreign investments — developing indus-
try. But the effort is not enough. Too
many people, too much poverty, too
much disease, a land too erowded, a sun
harsh. Only a massive effort drawing
in the entire population can lift India
today out of these fearful conditions.
“Just to stand in one place, India and
China must run,” a friend remarks. Chi-
na is running, India iz walking: each
week Intensifies the problems, they do
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not lessen. Every year the population
inereases by ten million.

It wag all there in the town of Amritsah:
First, they took us to the Golden Temple
of Amritsah, tawdry and beautiful, rich
with lavish and intricate decorations of
the past, set in a circle of decaying
glums; close by, they showed us the
stone flame in Jadianwallah Bagh where
in 1918 General Dyver slaughtered hund-
reds at a Congress meeting — the bullet
marks in the bulldings are protected
with glass; then we met the national
bourgeoizie, offering delicacies between
their complaint’s of China's aggression;
and finally, at night, in a packed office
in a crowded bazaar, the tight-skinned
workers with protruding bones, pausing
long enough in discussion of their strug-
gle for a decent living to stretch out
hands of friendship to the people of
other countries . . .

There it is — India; the fading glory of
the past, the great struggle for indepen-
dence, preserved behind glass, and the
revolution incomplete. Surely there iz a
legzon for Bouth Africa? To achieve
independence is only the first step on
the road to a better life.

S
CORRECTIOM

Qur April issue carried a pleture of
Jomo HKenyatta in exile meeting Kenyan
African political leaders, and stated er-
ronepusly that Mr. Opinga Odinga was
“of KADU", Mr. Odinga is the vice-
president of the KEenya African National

Unon (KANU). We apologize for this
erTor,

“ AGENTS
WANTED TO SELL
"FIGHTING TALK"

One-third Commission

Apply to

I P.O. Box 1355, Johannesburg

BRIGHTER
CLEANERS
229, 2nd AYENUE

WYNBERG
(opp. PUTCO)

Also at 15th AYENUE
ALEXANDRA TOWNSHIP

Printed by the Pacific Press (Pty.) Ltd.,
302, Fox Btreet, Jeppe, Johannesburg.

FIGHTING TALK. JULY. 1961,



