Registered at the G.P.0. as a Newspaper.

Vol. 15. Me. 9. Price: 5 cents (&d) i:ll..ﬂ_l il o \ |
OCTOBER, 196 s

THE UNITED NATIONS,

KATANGA and the CONGO
REVOLT IN THE SCHOOLS

Swaziland: Zwane on ‘ONE MAN ONE VOTE'

xxxxxxxxxxxxmﬁﬂhﬂ-?

S

’ Sartre on CASTRO OF CUHA%




The UNITED NATIONS, KATANGA and

the CONGO

| Operation Katanga was seven !
| wital months teo late. WHY? 1

| asks a Special Correspondent I

E—T —

The TN elnsh with Tzhomhe reeeived
the full treatment' from the foeul pross:
ninc-column headlines sercaming “War!”
specinl  correapondents” reports full of
battle roportz and military assessments,
cye-witnoss accounts of alrocities, sob-
stuff about widows and orphans,

A piclure was created of a4 major war]
of & gullant little country fighting cour-
areously for iz independence against
averwhelming oidds; of Tshombe as the
mun=onsthe-white-horse rallying Katan-
za againzt the dark forees of internation-
dl communism, aggression and dizorder;
af the 1N forees as cowardly and imcom-
prient, outclassed by the well diseiplined,
tough fighting foree of the Katanga
army.

The picture is patently false.

The “war' of over two wecks duration
produecd UN casualtiez of thirteen —
repeat, thirteen dead. By way of
comparison, be it remembered thut some
woeeks ago 1 man shot and killed five
members of his family, then himself, in
a five-minute rifle frenzy on the Wit-
waler=rand; and that a crowd armed
only with sticks ond stones, killed six
policemen in a matter of minutes at
Cato Manor net very long ago: or -
more pertinently that a small party

Lt b
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of South African policomen with rifics
urgd slen guns shokt 87 people to dewlh
ahd wounded some twoe hundred more in
a two-minute burst of gunfive at Shovpe
ville cighteen months ago.

Out of Focus

This war wis manufacturcd by the
presz out of whal appears to have been
a comparatively miror skirmizsh. It
could be that the press, reputedly hun-
gry for sensation, deelded simply that
wiar is bloodier, henee more sensaflonal
than skirvmish.

Bul what explaing the rest of the re-
aciion to the Congo events — Lhe suad-
den White Soulh African — Nationadi=t
and TP — enthusiazm for Tshomboe?
The sudden volte face by which the UN
becomes the boarer of disorder, and a
black Congolese povernment the custodi-
an of order? The UN"s belated declzions
to act and the feeblenesz of its actions?

This is no simple, black-and-white
picture. It is as complex as the most
complicated political problems of our
time; it is made more difficult to
understand by the inadequacy, and the
distortions of the press.

Dangling Strings

Some things at least are clear. A,
Tor example, the fact that the vast cop-
per-uranium resources of Katanga are
the key to the industrial and financial
stability and future of the entire Congo.
Without them, the Congo iz a state crip-
pled economibcally as would be REhodesia
without its copper belt, or South Africa
without its gold mines,

Union Miniére, a combination of Bri-
tizh and Souih African capital, owns

IN THIS

Ratanga’s copper, And i1 s nol 2o
to relinguizh s prize without a strogs
If Tshombe, formally, controls Katanas,

Union Minidre controlz Tshombe. Wi
out UUnlon Minidre lis army wouid
e paid, his budzet would not Eikano
Tahombe is o political figureheod for
Upion Miniére, o puppael.

Like most puppets, Tshombe is muin-

taimed in power by military foree, YWa
the UM last vear disarmed and ronela:
the Congolese Foree Pabligue inceffeclis
Taliwmbe built an army on a ecombinalion
of Union Minitre Onaneinl resours
uwid & mercenary offlecr corps of
ginns, Frenell paratroon gencrals froam
Algerin and South Arfrican amd Rhode-
gign adveniurers,

There iz nothing to indicate that lu
hasz any popular support in the country;
there iz pothing to indicate that Afvi-
can civillans toolk any part in his recent
brush with the UN; evervthing indicutes
that the resiztance to UN camse from
the white settlers, the officer corps, and
paid regular troops, with the African
population either hostile or indifferent

E34)

Ripe for the Picking

In February of this vear, UN resolu-
tions called for the dismissal of all Bel-
glan personnel from the Congo, and in
particular for the repatriation of Bel-
gians serving on the staff of the Katan-
ga Government. The decision was ignor-
ed by Tshombe, and by the Belgians. No
steps were taken by UN to see that it
was carried out.

These seven months were the wvital
months, the months in which Tshombe's
army was built, trained and equipped.

They were egually vital to the rost of
the Congo. During these months, withe-

.."F
-
Z
7
Z
2
§
'
A
4
:
i
z
'
A
'
A
Z
K
g
E
#
E
ﬁ
§
E
:
g
E
FA
E
:
']
g
o
Z
-
-
A
'
2
g
g
F
2]

ISSUE:

i e

Page
T A L K The UNITED NATIONS, KATANGA and the CONGO- From a Speeial
Correspondent .. .. e oo i oo o 2
A monthly journal for Democrats in NON-VIOLENCE: The End of the Road? by Alan Dovle . 4
Southern Africa. REVOLT IN THE SCHOOLS, by Benson Dyantyi i
BSWAFILAND — ‘One Man One Vote', by Dr. A. P, Zwane T
Vel. 15. Me. 9.
A TOUR WITH FIDEL CASTRO by Jean-Paul Sartre A
OCTOBER, 1941 AFRICA'S TRADE UNION FEDERATION: An Interview with John
Tettegah by Kumar Goshal ... ... . e
FPublished by the ; :
FICHTING TALEK COMMITTEE PAGES FROM SOUTH AFRICA'S TRADE UNION HISTORY BOOK:
F.0. Box 1355, Johannesburg 1.—Hear the New Army of Labour Coming, by E. R. Braverman 13
R 2 -—Battle In the Factories, by Leon Loevy . 14
Price per copy: 5 cents (6d.) BOOKS: A New History of Africa by Buasil Davidson 1%
:i Annual subscription 75 cents (7s.6d.) Colgur Bar in Industry by G. V. Doxey 15 .‘f;-'
% ; . £
’ ot COVER PICTURE: Fidel Castro speaks for Cuba at the United Nations.
H Registered at the G.P.O. See article on pages 8 to 11. g
gxxxx\\\:-.WM\'\.'\'\'\.xx"h.'\.mxxx"-._xMxxx‘\1-.,xwaﬁ'-.."-.x1.xxm‘m‘q.Wxxx‘q.‘u\mx'\"\"q."q."'-.W"x"q."'-..“\‘\\‘\‘h‘\w*\\‘ﬁ\\\mmh‘h‘ﬂ‘ﬁ‘ﬁ?ﬂi

PAGE Two

FIGHTING TALEK., OCTOEER. 12&7.



"Why — having decided to move did the United Nations not move effectively?”

ot the financlal resources of Katanga,
the Congolese cconomy wasted, and eco-
pomic breakdown decpened,  Unemploy-
ment and disillusion spread; it was dur-
ing these vital months that Patrice Lu-
mumba was deliberately murdered by
Tshombe's hirelings; here was the one
Ieader with a political mcessage capable
of inspiving the masses, and a policy cap-
able of unifving the Congo and protect-
ing independence.  With his death, the
Congo situation waz one of many-sided
rizis political, economic, finahcial,
A plum ripe for the picking.

The picking has been done under the
hanners of the UN, by many iGtercsis,
cspeeially American. The pleking, it
miist  he acknowledged, has not been
cryde as in Korea but sublle,
quiet, unspectacular, But none the less
cffective.

The Congo cconomy has been brought
steadily deeper and deeper into depend-
ance on American dominated financial
agencles such as the World Bank and the
International  Monetary  Fund, White
technical personnel have moved in to
key positions in all the government agen-
cies,  Amertean aild, with its accompany-
ing domination of local planning and pol-
ey, has beeome the cruteh without which
the erippled Congo can not even hobhble
nlong.

Fimally, the ripest fruit. The eentral
Congolese government has been reform-
od, under Mr. Cyrille Adoula as Prime
Minister without the sanction of the
constitution, and without any referchce
to the Congolese people, This s claim-
i, brashly, as a victory for the “‘west”

for America. Adoula, it is apparently
helieved, is a safe man for American in-
terests; he has been prominent in the
International Confederation of Trade
Unions (ICFTU), a body which has been
repeatedly attacked in Africa as an arm
of the U8 Btate Department. Thus the
picking of the Congo is complete — or
so it is imagined,

Seven Months Behind

Shortly after its completion, UN
forces moved into  Katanga, seven
months behind the reselution. It is claim-
ed by constitutionalists that they could
not move before; there was no authori-
satlon for such meve from the Central
Congolese government. Adoula, it is
said, provided the legal authority oniy
on August 24th, “autheorising”™ the UN
to expel Belgians from Katanga. UN
maoved, with American backing. UN had
been the lever to prise out the Belgians
and admit the Americans to the rest of
the Congo: UN, it was imagined in the
United States. would be the lever to
ecase out the Belghlans and thus the
Britizh behind them in Katanga anid
open up Katanga for American penetra-
Liom.

The U'N military intervention, such as
it was, moved against an almighty up-
roar of protest from Brita'n., It is no
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longer possible to claim that Britain's
rights in Africa were being threatened:
thiz Is the age when Britain no lohger
publicly claims any speeial rights, There
vas only one propaganda weapon to usc
against UN. B8Shout 'War!" Claim that
Katanga — little Katanga wias the
victim of unprovoked sggression, Black-
en the UN name by repeating storics
real or imaginary, what differencc?

of atroecities, shooting at ambulances,
machine-gunning of hospitals, The Bri-
Ligh and South African press, with fow
exceptions, used every device.

Frittered Away

Thus far, the story is fairly apparcol.
But why — having decided to move —
did the UM not move more effectively ?
It has been suggested by the press that
the quality and stubbornness of Tshom-
be's military resistance surprised them.
Perhaps so0. Though the casualty figare
of 13 UN dead does not make that story
likely. 1t is possible that UN officers
on the spot — Indian, Tunisian, Irish
had no enthusiasm for a project which
was dictated by American influchees
clsewhere, It could well be, perhaps.
that the US interests overplayed their
hand by launching military foroes
apainst Katanga.

After the UN was irrevocahly com-
mitted to military action, Premier Adou-
la came out in favour of nationalisalion
of Unlon Minidre when Katanga is
brought back in the centralised Congo
Republic. Perhaps thiz accounts for the
UN's wavering; caught in the midst of
a military operation, they suddenly be-
came aware of the dangers of complete
victory — that Tshombe's fall might
open the way for nationalisation of the
ripest fruit in the Congo orchard. Under
such  eireumstances, would wvietory in
the military-political offensive be less
damaging than defeat? Certainly, UN
wavered, temporised, and finally fritter-
ad away whatever advantages it had al-
ready gained by stalemate and so-called
veaage-fire talks” with Tshombe, even
after the fighting had ground to a stand-
still,

This possibility ralses Interesting
questions about the character of Premier
Adoula. 1t would appear, from the UN
actlonsz, that American imperialism inma-
gined that it had Adoula in its pocket.
But has it 7 It would zeem that it is
casier to help a safe, pro-Western can-
didate into power in the Congo than to
miake of him an open stooge and hire-
ling of the Tshombe type.

It i= unlikely, on the cvidence thus
far, that Adoula is a puppet of Americn
as Tshombe is of Unlon Miniére. [i
could well be that American imperial-
ism imagined that it had Adoula in s
pocket, and went ahead on that assump-
tion. It would appear that this assump-
tion needs reconsideration. 1t s just
another of the complexities of the Afri-
can scene that a leader can lean heavily
on American aid and subscribe to Ameri-

can cold-war policies, and yet have suf.
ficient genuine nationalism to act in a
nationally responsible mannner on a mat.
ter of vital national concern.

Mo zuch apply i
Tshombe, Here is the stoogoe and hire
ling par axcellénce, complete with Lhe
big mouth, hluster and complete lack of
uny national pride which are everywher
the hall-marks of the toody,

considerations

Strange Bed-Fellows

These things do not count with VW
lengky or Verwaerd. Indeed, they fawn
on Tshombe. He is the only ally any-
where in the whole wide world on whose
support they can rely completely. Why

not? ‘They and the Anglo-American
Corporation own him. lock, stock anri
harrel.  All logic is stood on its head to

muster support for this “good native.”

Welensky has 2,600 Northern Bhode-
sians in jail, in order to foree the Naorth

with its copper mines Lo atay in-
side his Federation. Bul no wvoice 1=
louder thapm Welensky's In denving the
right of UN or anyone elsc to foree Ka-
tanga and its copper mines intLa
the Congo Republic. Verwoerd's break
with the Commonwealth turned finally
on his refusal to exchange diplomatic
representation with “hlack™ states of In-
dependent Africa. Byt nothing staneds
in the way of VIP treatment for Katan-
ga cabinet ministers In Pretoria; Eric
Louw is photographed with them, beam-
ing in his zimian manner; for a simpl
reason.  These are not diplomats in the
normal s=ensc of the word, representa-
lives of a sovereign forcign power. These
are stooges, trained performing dogs.
Nothing is bencath them, neither stoog-
ing for Tshombe, nor trading with South
Africa when the whole wide world boy-
cotts, They arc “good natives', who
know their place. and stick to it. with-
out upstart ideas of independence or na-
tional equality, In South Africa it-
self, they would qualify for membership
of Bantu Tribal Authorities.

Thus, naturally, Tshombe becomes the
black white-hope of White South Africa.
Eloody hands, with the murder of Lu-
mumba upon them? In Southern Afri-
ca we think nothing of such things, Qur
own governments have Sharpeville,
Windhoek, Salisbury and Langa mas-
sacres behind them. Tshombe is a na-
tural ally for white Southern Africa.
He is equally, the natural enemy of Af-
rican liberation, and everyone knows it.
Mot a single African state recognises his
government. Nor will they do 20 now,
despite the demagogic appeal of his
“gallant resigstance” to “UN aggression.”
His reginie ts caught in the middle
between independent Africa and the ris
ing militant liberationist forees of the
South. It cannot long survive. If the
UN action has hastened its downaall,
then that is ahout all the good that ono
can see from its otherwise ineompeten
aetion.

FAZE THREE



ALAN DOYLE discusses

NON-VIOLENGE—THE END OF THE ROAD?

The South Afriean  ‘Ureason Uriud
which beguan in December 1956 and cnd-
ol during the Blale of Emergency in
1k, must surely be one of the most re-
nidtkahle eascs in history.,  All the re-
sguiecs of the State were mobilised in an
alfempl to show that the demoeratiie
irvermenl, the Congress Allianee, was o
Communi=t ¢onspiracy Lo scize power hy
forec und vidlende,

Innumerable doecuments  cmanaling
from the movement were brought into
court.  Poliee  ohservers  reported  on
countless meetings held wup and down
the lengtih and breadth of the country
over i perlod of four vear:, Volumin-
oz though they were, the documents
bad paturally been selected by the prose-
cution te show the movement in the
most  uanfavourable  light, The  police
witnesses to the meetings were e
repedledly proven by the defepce Tl
anly incompetent reporters, but had also
selected and noted only those portions
of speeches which might be wsed az evi-
e apainst the movemont,

Proving the Opposite

Yet after four weary years of tremen-
dous effort, involving fabulous expenses
both to the taxpayers and the accused,
the State ended by proving exactly the
reverse of what it intended,

The movement, though it included in-
dlividual Communists (which no one had
aver dended ) wa: not itzelfl Communist,
bl w broad wnited front, including men
sl women  of 'l."u.'l.ﬂi"i_'l.-' vitFieal shades of
dlemocratic opinkon, It wax not & con-
spiracy, but s wide open movement,
conducting w@ll its activities in the full
view of the puhblic and the poliee,

Ahove all, as borne oul by document
atter documaent, speaker after speakor
wilness  after  witness,  with almost
wenryving monolony, the movement woas
peacenbhle,  The insistenee an 'non-viol-
onee™ fad become g slogan and hall-
murk of the Coéngress allianee, ochoerd
repealedly in ils documoents and by its
spokesmen, Communizt  and  non-Com-
munist alike, refleeted in all its practics!
Al vItle =,

Unlikes the Indian Natlional Cong ress
wnder Mahatma Gandhi, the Congress
moverment in this country bad never of-
Nigwally adopted o “philogophy of non-
violence' (satyagrahai based on offeel-
ing i change of hedart on the part of the
oppressar throagh sacrifice and sulfoer.
ing by the oppressod,

sul it homnestly sand  decply  bhelleved
ithat the sweeping reformz called for in
Lthe Frecdom Charter, reforms  which
Congressites are convineed are urgently
und vitally necessary in the interests of
Soulh Africa, woere capable of achiove-
ment through the methods of peaceful

PaGceE Fourm

munss struggle and resistance Lo tyranny.
And it was devoted to achieving such
changes by these methods,

To charges that the changes envisaged
in the Charter amounted to a South Af-
rican Rewvolution, the Congress replied,
in effect, Yes — but a revolution does
not necessarily mean fighting and blood-
shed. Similar changes have taken place
elsewhere without violence; we intend to
achieve them without violence, here.

Mon=violence did not mean ipactivity,
Vigorous mass campalgns were embark-
el wpon to build the movement organi-
sationally into a powerful force, Wide-
spread  boveotts,  stav-at-homes, and
other campalgns were embarked upon
nationally through the traditional means
of meetings, demonstrations and the
printed word, At the same time, inter-
national aid was sought to bring pres-
sure on the ruling and enfranchised
groups in Bouth Africa through expo-
sures of apartheld at the United Nations.,
Afro-Asian ang other international for-
ums, through cconomic and other sanc-
Ligrs.

In many ways, Lthese dynamic cam-
padgns  suceeeded in their objectives.
They immeasurably raised the political
consciousnes: of the masses of MNon-
White, subject peoples and filled them
with hope and enthusiasm. They trans-
formed the content of political discus-
sion, foreing the eentral issues of the
status and rights of the majority of the
people inte the consclousness of all who
think or care about the future of our
country, They put South Africa into the
spotlight of world opinion, familinrising
the public of five continents with the
meaning and unsavoury significance of
the word “apartheid.”

Mo Answering Chord

Bul the studied moderation and peace-
fulness of the Congress leaders has
struck no answering response from the
country's Nationalist leaders or amons
tiie bulk of the European clectorate,

S0 far from making concessions or
adopting a conciliatory attitude, the pro-
claimed policy of Verwoerd is that of the
granite wall; and each Parliamentary
session ends with a new mouwntain of ob-
noxious race legislation heaped on the
backs of the unfortunate Non-Whites.,

The Congress of Democrats, the Liber-
al Party and the Progressive Party, it is
true, represent a dawning of sanity
among the Europeans, but they cannot
claim to speak for more than a sma!l
minority.

AL the time of writing T must confess
that 1 sec little prospect of the Progres.
=ivee Party avoiding the fate of the late
Labour Party, which paid for its cour-

ageous championship of the Non-White
workers (in its last few yedrs of exisl-
ence] by forfeiting every =eat it held in
Parliament.

On the other huand, the MNationslist
Party has steadlly increased its sup-
port. In 1043 it won 45 seats inm Parlia-
ment; in 19448, 707 in 1953, ¥4 and in 1608,
108. Ewven allowing for such gerryman-
dering #s the exclusion of Non-White
voters, shrewd delimitation of constitu-
enclez and the introduction of six Mat.
M.P.'s for South-West Africa, these fi-
gures indicate a swing-over of Lthe clee-
torate, confirmed by the Natl. sucecss in
the republican referendum, when for the
first time they succeeded in lining up an
absolute majority of voles,

Add te this the steady degencration
of the United Party to the stage where,
on moest major matters, its policy has be-
come  virtually Indistingulshable  from
that of the Government and one s left
with a pretty depressing picture of the
state of mind of the White minority; de-
termined, it would appear, to extend its
privileges and domination, to  defend
them to the last ditch, rather than con-
cede an inch to the clamour of the ma-
jority within the country and the whole
wide world beyond,

Sharp Questions

Faced with this situation, it is inevit-
able that, increasingly. sharp questions
are being raised among the Non-White
people a4z to whether the policy of non-
violence, under all and any conditions.
can any longer be usefully applicd to Che
present  situution,  where  practically
every avenue of peaceful negotiation, re-
presentation or protest, has been cloged
by the Goverament, every democratice
leader banned or otherwise silenced, and
the foremost spokesman of the African
people, the African National Congross,
heen declared an unlawful organi=:stion
afler 48 yeurs of legal oxistence,

The Government, it is said, is openly
Inciting and preparing for civil war; it
gave itz final answer to peaceful ap-
preaches at Langa and Sharpeville loast
vear, repeated (lest anyone hoped it had
changed its mind) at Warmbaths in 1968,
In any case, it i= pointed out, people have
ceased to observe call: for non-violence,
which have no possible application in
areas like Pondoland where the least sign
of criticism or discontent s answered
with the most extreme severities of pun-
ishment and physical resistance to viol-
cnce has become the =zole aliernative to
utter submission.

Shift of Direction

These problems are discussed with
considerable frankness in an article hy
a special correspondent of the London
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opegen L UL from within, not from abroad; and it is What the Natlonalists are doing i- to
by ERaL more likely to come wviolently from the make sure that no road is left open to [t
Non-Whites than peaccefully from the 5 picvement save that of bloody eont
Whites. By removing all :'!MM:" valves, o, which they rally their rnl.'-l:_fl-u-’- i sup-
Dr. _1'_‘\1'“_":'*‘1'(1 IIH Immd.“m?.g SR R porters to a last-ditch defence of injus-
conditions for an cxplosion, . : :
tiee and oppression, without o fricend in
It would zeem that a greal many peos  yp. world gr a hope of victory. That
ple in South Africa share this -l.:!un_ﬂ]u:-'u::ln would he their last, and their gpreatost
not least among them the Nationalist crime — one for which this and future

Government. True, the other day the
Minizter of Defence, Mr. Fouche, 2ald
that the “Russian’ allegation that South
Africa was developing its Defence Force
to shoot down the Blacks was "a lie out

generations would never forgive then

i Ermbiela el

It's all so eomwfusing, Mre, Loow, Da {ell

pie,  informally. what is the differenes

wetwerrs the Africaws and the Afrilkaans?”

Observer, “Hoad to Vielenee in South
Africa™ (September 17, 1861), He con-
<ilers that there is 4 marked shift from
the policy of non-violence among Non-
White and White opponents of apart-
heddd.

The writer deals at some length with
the attitude of the illegal South African
Communist Party, as expressed through
itz journal The African Communist and
other publications, He guotes an article
on lezzonz of the Mav-end ztrike: “With
practically every channel of opposition
stopped by Dr. Verwoerd's dictatorship,
it is inevitable that patriots and demo-
crats will be compelled to an increasing
extent to find new methods of struggle
which are ‘unconstitutional and illegal'.”™
The journal while paying tribute to the
“honest and courageous’’ leaders of the
strike, criticises “the repeated eve-of-
strike calls for non-violence from the
people (when it was obvious that the pol-
ice, not the people, were a8 usual pre-
paring for violence. )™

It is noteworthy, however, that the
DObserver rejects the assumption which
one mig’hl'. have expected from a Conser-
vative newspaper — that the Commun-
ists are to blame for everything.

Werwoerd is Responsible’

"It is incorrect,” he writes, "to assume
that Communists are responsible for the
present abandonment of the philosophy
of non-viplence, Dr, Verwoerd iz respon-
gible."”

Dr. Verwoerd is accused of creating a
"classical revolutionary situation.”
“Throughout SBouth Africa today there is
talk of violence among the 13 million
Mon-Whites”. And the reason is that
people cannot see any alternative, The
Observer writer doubts whether Ver-
woerd can be defeated at the polls, and
as for the effect of cconomic boycotis,
these are unlikely to affeet the Afri-
kaner voter in the near future. “Trade
with the Afro-Asian countriezs has been
too limited for itz cancellation to upset
South Africa, whose main customers are
the big Western Powerz — and whose
ever rising gold production pays for half
her total exports . . . Britain has nearly
£1,000 million invested in South Africa.
The United States has more money in-
vested in South African than in all the
other African territories put together.”

Hiz conclusion? "A change in South
Africa zeems more likely to ¢come about
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of Hell.” The Foree was being prepar-
ed for defence “against outside attacks.”
But thiz statement was in direet contra-
dietion to previous statements by Mr.
Fouche and his predecessor, Mr. Eras-
mus. For example!

“you must not think that we are
arming against an external enemy. We
are not. We are arming in order to
shoot down the Black masses. (Eras-
mus, reported in “Contact”, 26th De-
cember, 1959, )

“The maintenance of peace and or-
der internally is the main requirement
of any operation against aggression”
{Fouche, reported in the State “Fort-
nightly Digest”, April 28, 1981.)

“In the same way as world powers
were continually preparing for war,
s0 South Africa intended to be ready
for internal trouble." (Fouche, report-
ed in the “Cape Times", March 2,
1961. )

The Nationalists may say that they
do not want civil war, Perhaps they may
not consclously want it — though much
of the sadistic talk one hears these days
from the man-in-the-bus-queue and the
man-in-the-pub shows that many of their
supporters can't wait to get some Non-
Whites (unarmed, of course) into their
rifle-sights. A man, the lawyers say,
must be held responsible for the reason-
able consequences of his actions. Whe-
ther the Government leaders desire it or
not, by intensifying every grievance to
the utmost and suppressing every outlet
for its legal expression, they are objec-
tively bringing the country nearer to
armed conflict every day.

They are playing with fire. To
say, as does the Observer correspondent,
that the Non-White leaders have aban-
doned non-violence as an invariable prin-
ciple, does not mean that they are now
committed to the path of violence.

They are committed to the goal of a
South Africa based on freedom and
equality, whatever the cost; but no sane
democrat would prefer to gain that goal
through bloodshed and suffering so long
as there is some other road open.

Yet this country and people cannol
breathe in the suffocating dungeon of
apartheid and white supremacy and no
force can prevent Bouth African from
achleving her historic destiny: a society
of equals, sharing equal rights, oppor-
tunities and responsibilities. The Na-
tionalists cannot prevent us achieving
that historic destiny.
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REVOLT IN THE SCHOOLS

e T———
m———r—r—

The storming of the Bastille
in African classrooms is

described by
BENSON DYANTY]

There have been ugly ineidentz in the
wehoals, boarding schools 10 be exucl
schools have been closed and lately,
bluck 115t of students who should not
e hlowed into Bantu Education schools
butr been eirculated o principals,

tin May 28, 1960, students ut Kilnerion
refused to attend the Sunday scheool in-
speetion on the grounds that their visilt-
ors were unceremoniously driven oul of

the =chool grounds, One thing led to
another,  An attempt was made to sel

the school building on fire and the mat-
ron of the gFirls’ hostel was attacked.
Afterwards students refused to altend
classes,  Two boys were suspecled of
being ring leaders and were taken to o
police station to be charged with incite-
ment,  Prefeets whe in any school are
the exemplary students, told the auth-
aritics that they were responsible for the
activitivs of the students. When it was
known Lthat the two boys were to be ex-
pelled, the prefects told the awthoritics
the whole s=chool would rise in revell . . .
The sehool cloged a few weeks laler.
Admittedly these were not normal tmes,
what with the Sharpoville shootings and
the number of school pupils who went to
vaol with Sobukwe or who courted sar-
rest but whom the authoritics refused to
losck wapa.

The pattern ut S Johns in the big-
vest Bantustan was similar.  The #tod-
el in thix institution revolted Decaus:
they complained  thad VTN
litth =oup for them, and that in the la-
vitories anid the bathroom Uhere wias moe
cleetricity, Whenever students
poney Lo pay for thedr fecs (they siould
of their

there Wi

Ihuad no

Dy sodelesd, through no foault
owni they were chased away like dogs.
With no sympathetic vars to hear them,
they woere forced to take desporale ac-
Lion. A sovernment van was sel on Chre.,
T sdd insuit to ingury, lhe Bantu Edu-
like Lhe

proparcd to hire

milministrators who =0
Baniu  thad
teachors amd build *model’ schools, masde

criomlpul out of schoolbovs by E:il.n'”.ﬂ!;'_

[EH E AT
they are

them, facing them with charges such o

nrson and the earrying of  dangoerous

W TGO,

Again admittedly, these incidents at
St, Johne are taking place in a Transkei
pregnant with revolt apgainst authority
and the children at 5t. John's are the
sons of the peasants who face the Sig-
cau's and the Matanzima's.

PacE Six

What would vou say to a son who
writes to you like this? *The Prin-
cipa]l virtually ldentific: himself wilth
a military dictator. His attitude to-
wards Uhe studentz iz one of contempt.
Freguent threats invariably followed
by expulsion are the order of the day
. « o The school it would appear has

turned into u police cump . . . an at-

mosphere of suspicion dominated by
the Special Branch . . . Visitors who
happen to call are chased away asz
they are suspected Lo he political pro-
pagandists."

The leaders of these revolts are sentor
hoys doing their matric or teaching
courses, What makos them, or those whao
have to roach their standards of odocs-
tion jeopardise their future

It was an cye opener to the elags and
the teacher who askod o first vear Matric
hoy why Sir George Grey built roads or
couxed people that it was quite obviously
boy unswered that it was quite obviously
hecuuze he wanted to grab the lund by
enabling his troopa to move faster! The
teucher was flabbergasted because Fow-
ier and Smit didn't say so. Where could
the boy have got that?

Obviously you can't teach a boy about
the industrial revolution in England, the
French Revolution and the revolt of the
thirteen American States and expect him
not to see that he is oppressed. You
can't expect him to read David Copper-
field and accept the indignities of slum
life.

You cunnol expect him to say with

Wordswaorth.

“Bliss wax it on thal day to be alive
But to be young was very heaven',
and not envisage a revolution in his own

life, however far from France.

What mualrieulant does not wantl 1o
repeat that famous Tennis Court Outh,
2o and tell thoze who zent vou that we
are here by the will of the people, and
we won't be driven oul  except by
swords"

Academic edueation has always becn
the vardstick of sucecss amongst Afri-
cun® because the law prevents Africans
doing skilled work, thus blocking other
tvpes of cducation.

A schoolboy in an illiterate family be-
comes the adviser of the family in inter-
preting legal documents and writing let-
ters to important distant relations,

There has always becn o joke amongst
students that when you pass Std, VI, the
family frames your certificute to show
off to relatives. When you pass the
Junior Certificate, the other children are
starved (o buy you suitz so that you can
show off Lo other children. When yea
pass Muatric, vou ure the pride of the
community, consulted on everything im-
portant. If vou have a degree, you arc

entertained by the best familles 1o your
locale and you are good enough for any-
body'z daughter.

These then are the boys who are lead-
ers of the revoltz in the schools.
ean you expect them to accepl insulis
like, “Your hair is as short as your
brain': “1 am talking to that boy whao
iz as black as my shoes.” These insults
might ke levelled at individual boyz but
when there 1s agitation against what the
students feel to be
these indlvidual insulis make the student
body rise up as one.  Individual insults
are the catalvsts for the big bang.

It iz true that the parent and the book
evolve a boy but without the teacher the
process cannot be completed.

How

i CoOmmdan  CcalEe,

Until recently, the teacher was a lay
preacher in the church az well #s an ad-
viger of the community, If was 5. E.
K. Mghayi who thought of the concept
of & united African Nation as against
the zeparate tribes. To make hiz fel-
low XNhosas understand this, he started
distributing the stars, by which Xhoszas
counted their years of manhood, amongst
the other tribes. It was a teacher,
J. J. K. Jolobe who in ane of his
poems proved that the ceilings against
which the African is struggling
will themzelves be destroyed. Was it
not 0. D, T. Jabavu, Afriea’s teacher.
who proved to what heights an Afri-
can can rise? Iz Tambo not an ex-
teacher or for that matter Sobukwe?
How then can vou expect the teacher of
today to refuse to play hig role in the
clazs room ?

I remember as a scholar our history
tleacher telling ws that what he was
about Lo teach us was not meant for the
cxamination room. After that he would
tell us about the causes of the French
Fevolution and liken them to our status.
He would cxplain why we had not
enough books, becanse our parceni=
could not afford the money. and why
they couldn't, Every Friday, there was
a study period where we could ask any
guestion under the sun and the answers
were frank. T have been talking to tea-
chers recently and they told me that in
their elasses they will tell children any-
thing. Why do Leachers do that?

It would be expecting too much of a
slave to teach fellow slaves servility.
The general laws of the country applv
as much to the teacher as (o the pupil.
When there is a Sharpeville, the student
and the teacher are both shocked and
must discusz the matter as fellow slaves
The low wages paid the African teacher
compared to his white colleague teach-
ing at the same school make him resent-
ful and he will explain this to his stud-
chLs,

{Continued on page 11}
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‘ONE MAN ONE VOTE’ FOR SWAZILAND

In dealing with the subjeet of the fran-
chize in relation to the Swazi, we should
first consider the position in which the
Swazl now finds himself under British
Proteetion,

Ndabaningi Sithole in his book Afri-
can Mationalism, makes the following
remarks, “History has taught the Afri-
can many things. The French occupied
Morth West and Equatorial Africa in the
name of Protection, but that turned out
to be humiliating domipation. The Bri-
tizh occupied Central, East and West
Africa in the name of Protection but
that turned out to be humiliating dom-
ination. The Portuguese occupled Mo-
zambique and Angola in the name of
Proteetion but that turned out to be hu-
millating domination. The Belgians oc-
cupled what iz now the Belgian Congo
und that also turned owut to he humiliat-
ing domination.”

Our protectors came Bible in one hand
and sjambok in the other. they came
hymn on their lips and hate in their
Their technigques of domination
can roughly be classified as economic do-
mination, =ocial domination, educational
domination. sexual domination and poli-
tieal domination. The imperialists are
afraid that if the African is given the
vote white supremaey will be liquidated.
They fear that with the end of white
supremacy in the continent their vest-
ed economy in the continent will also be
liguidated; hence. the cry “Do not glve
the African the vote.”

Obstacles

The Swazi, however, should not be
perturbed by these obstacles. The Swa-
zi should realise that in demanding the
vote he 15 not begging for some favour
from the imperialists, He is merely ask-
ing them to give back to him his God-
given right — a right to have a say on
the way one is governed,

When the Swaziland Progressive Par-
ty asks for the enfranchisement of all
citizens it merely requests that the right
of every citizen be recognised.

Jeremy Bentham, arguing on the side
of universal enfranchisement contended
that if 2 man eclaimed the suffrage for
any one human being but refuscd it fo
another it lay upon him to justify the
refusal, In Mr. C. 8, Louis’ words “all
men are s0 good that they deserve a
ghare in the government and so Wise
that the Commonwealth necds their ad-
viee.™

hearts.

But in our opinion the most powerfu!
argument in support of universzal suf-
frage is to be found in J. 8. Mill's Re-
presentative Government, "IE i a per-
zpnal injustice to withhold from the ord-
inury citizen the privilege of having his
voice heard in the disposal of affairs in
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“ by DR. A. P. ZWANE,
Secretary,

“ Swaziland Progressive Party.

which he has the same interest as other
people. If he iz compelled to pay, If he
may be compelled to fight. if he is re-
quired implicitly to ebey, he should be
legally entitled to have his consent ask-
ed and his opinion counted at its worth.
though not at more than its worth. There
ought to be no pariahs in a full grown
and civilised Nation: no person disquali-
fied except through their default.”

Mon-racial Pelicy

The Swaziland Progressive Parly
stands for a non-raclal policy. We wish
to warn the people of Swaziland that a
non-racial policy is the only solution Lo
our problems; Multi-racialism will only
propagate discrimination. And the Swa-
zi people arc now sick and tired of dis-
crimination. It must go. We are aware
however, that in Southern Rhodesia Im-
perialism is still holding on. The num-
hor of Africans given the vote {8 only
50,000, Britain's only fear is that this
number of African voters may soon far
exeeed the number of white volers.
Where is thizs democracy the West is 5o
ready to speak about? It is mere bluff,
mere oyc-wash.

There is no democracy until every
tax-payer has been given the vote.

The Swazls should, however, not he
daunted by this. In African National-
ism, Ndabaningi Sithole has this to say.
“If Africa is denied Western democracy,
then it is only natural and right for Af-
rica to forge on the anvil of necessity
other political ideologles accessible to
her. Woesterners do not want her to go
democratic =ince the latter process
would liguidate White Supremacy. West-
ern democracy in Africa ecarries in her
womb mnot democracy bul dictatorship.
It iz futile, unstatesmanlike and ridicu-
lous to expect a people who are denicd
democracy to fall for Western democra-
cy in the cvent of crisis. People defend
that which they enjoy, Tot that which
oppresses them.™

Now, for the Swazi, let the ery be for
demoeracy in full. We want the fran-
chige, we want democracy!

In detail our demands ure clear and
unequivoeal.

Firzt, we want the vole and with the
right to vote goes everything: freedom.
manhood, the honour of our wives, the
chastity of our daughters, the right to
work and the chance to rise, and let no
man listen to those who deny thiz, We

wanl full manhood suffrage, and wo
want it NOW, henceforth and for cwver,
Second, we want discrimination in pub-
lic accommodation to cease. Beparation
in railways and public vehicles bhazed
simply on race and colour is unAfrican.
undemocratic, and silly. We protest
apainst all such discrimination.

Third, we cluim the right of free men,
to walk, talk and he with them that
wizh to be with us. No man has 4 right
to choose ancther man'z friends, and to
attempt to do so iz an impudent inter-
ference with the most fundamental -
man privilege,

Fourth, we wanl the laws enforeed
upainst rich as well as poor; against
capitalist az well as labourer; against
white az well 42 black, We are not more
lawlesz than the white people; we are
more often arrested, convicted and moh-
bed. We want justice even for crimin-
dals and outlaws., We want the constitia-
tion of the conntry overhauled,

Qur Children's Education

Fifth, we want our children cducatod,
The school system in the country dis-
trictz of Swaziland iz a disgrace and in
a few towns and villages the Swazi
schools are what they ought not to be.
We want a national novernment that
will wipe out illiteracy in Swaziland.

And when we call for education we
mean real cducation. We believe in
work. We ourselves are workers, hut
work is not neeessarily cducation.  We
want our children traimed as intelligemnt
heings should be, and we will fight for
all time against any proposal to educate
hoys and girls simply as servants and
underlings, or simply for the use of
other people. They have a right ta
know, to think, to aspire,

Those are some of the chief things
which we want. How shall we get them?
By voting when we may vole; by per-
sistent, unceasing agitation; by ham-
mering at the truth; by saerifice and
work.

We do not believe in violence, neither
in the despised violenee of the raid nor
the laudable violence of the soldier, nor
the barbarous violenee of the mob; but
we do believe in Lumumba, in that in-
carnate spirit of justice, that hatred of
a lie, that willingness to zacrifice mon-
oy, reputation, and life itself on the al-
tar of right. And here in Africa we con-
seerate ourselves, our honour{ our pro-
perty for the final emancipation of the
nation which Lumumba died to make
free,

QOur Demand

Those who arc anxious to deny the
Swazi the vote propose that when the
time for clections shall have come all
Swazis will gather in selected courts o
inkhundia as we call them in Swazi.

{Continued an page 11)
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A Tour With Fidel Castro

LEADER OF CUBA’S REVOLUTION

by JEAN-PAUL SARTRE

i first Saturday of the Carnival we had watched the
putade and the dances of the ‘comparsag’ a5 we wandet e
simong the celebrating erowds. 1 went to bed at 5 o'elock In
the morning. Two hours later I was brusquely woken by the
alert voiee of Frangui telling me that Castro was coming to
pick me up at 7.45. At 7.45 the telephone rang to say that
D, Castrc was walting for me in the lobby., T wasn't ready.
It was= only ten minutes later that I got to the bottom of the
=TEHITE

Cus=tro wasn't in the lobby; it wasz ag if the marble and
chandeliers had stopped him dead on the threshold. He was
outside, under the eanopy, one foot on the bottom step. On
his right was a young woman in uniform, his Secretary, Celia.
She had guided the rebels to the Sierra after their landing.
had =taved with them and fought with them. She was
famous,

I rushed up te him to apologise. He greeted me, but
remained morose: he wasz irritated not 20 much by our
lateness, a= by the absence of an interpreter: Arococha hadn't
heen warned in time and was being looked for. Meanwhile
we waited, ill at ease. 1 gazed at this sullen glant who wasn't
looking at me., He was wearing the simple rebel uniform:
khaki shirt and pants, black boots up to the knce. Every-
thing scemed very clean but worm.

We left instructions to Arcocha to catch us up, and set off;]
anvthing was better than this stupid tension. Conversation
continued, slowly and sparsely in English. We rode along
the coast, besides wide stretehes of pale sand. Before 1950
these heaches were up for sale with the nearby villas: the
poor could not set a fool on Cuban sand. Sinee the liberation,
thev are national property. Them we were moving along a
cross-country road. On our left, a little above us, we saw 4
fenee: men in Cuban shirts and straw hats were watching us.
There was an awkward hairpin bend, on a road which was
rizing sharply: the ear slowed down, and one of them at
once jumped on the bonnet. We had to stop or run him
down. The ear came to a halt, and was immediately cap-
tured by the peasants.

All the doors were opened: straw hats and brown heads
leant in around Castro. Long argument: the co-operative
wanted Fidel to pay it a visit while Fidel said he had to
continue his trip. They explained to him that the co-opera-
tive was proud of being in front of schedule: they still hadn't
receivid the plan from INRA*. and for more than a month
now, every Sunday, with the help of workers from the town,
they had begun to bulld their village, which would be ready
within a month.

“Come, Fidel, come! Come and sce what we're doing!™
Suddenly 1 saw Castro standing out on the road. He was
frowning, and appeared more mistrustful than impressed.
He crossed the road in great strides and pushed through the
fence, with uz at hiz heels, The peasants tall and thin -
hemmed me in, and T lost sight of him. Suddenly I heard
him cry ir a reproving, upset voice: “But where iz the vil-
lage? Where ig the village?"

Disconcerted, the peasants drew away. Everyone looked
at him; he had eves only for the small huts of reinforced
eoncrete, grey under thelr blazing corrugated iron roofs and
strung out along the dusty road. Castro turned towards
them, he seemed vexed,

“Look at them!" he said, pointing at the grey houses, “look
at them. But, vou poor bastards. you're the ones who've got
te live in them."”

INRA: Cuba's Watlonal Institute of Aprarian Reform.

FPaGE EIGHT

Wounded, a voung man said: “Then we wore Wrong
start in advance? It was you who asked ug to gain thme, and
Now you . . 2

“No, you weren't wrong,” sald Castro. He hesitatod
“Give me a stick™.

They brought him a branch. He tricd to sketeh a plan in
the dust. He threw the branch away.

“"Give me a bit of cardboard and scme charcoal™. There
was a ruzh to get them. They brought him the materials,
He zabd: “Good. Look!"

He lay down on the ground, on his stomach; leaning on
his left elbow as he spoke, with his right he drew heavy coul
lines on the cardboard. 1 leant over with the others, 1
understood: he wasn't copying the INRA plan; the co-opera-
tive had gone too far away from it to return without demo-
lishing everything they had built so far. Fidel was trying,
with the passion 1 now observed in evervthing he did, to
adapt the plan to the clrcumstances, to give them a model
which was livable and which was at the same time the elos-
est possible to the previous disorder. Al the end he raised
hiz head and held out the plan.

"D you understand 7"

I looked at them with curiosity; how would they receive
thizs additional task? Their e¢yes shone — and 1 realised
they had understood gquicker and better than I. Castro had
explained to them the point of a circular construction; and
then, above all, instead of referring them to the INRA plan,
he had devised a compromise scolution. valid only for their
village and taking into account their previous efforts. They
had lost time, but in compensation they felt themselves the
ohject of o speclal concern; they felt that this colossus lving
in the dust loved them.

In the afterncon we left the coast; and it was then that I
discovered, in the fierceness of the demands they made on
each other. the quality of the human relationship uniting
leader and peasant.

Castro made a sign, the car left the road and entered the
. We were thrown around on the stony ground as
though on board a pitehing ship. In the distance, like a
threat — I saw one everywhere — the serub, ready to recap-
ture the entire surface of the island at the least piece of
negligence: like spiders, hostile and immiinent on the horizon,
waiting te launch an invasion.

We stopped in front of a group of 7 or 8 workers. Behind
them,an agricultural machine; to their right, the ear belong-
ing to the co-operative. They had seen us coming, and hadn’t
doubted for a moment that it was Castro. The two gldes
grappled immediately; they began as soon as grectings were
exchanged. But somehow, this underlined their warmth.
These people didn't know each other, they had never shaken
hands, but such formalities could be reduced to a minimum
because they were all of a same family, with the same inter-
ests and the same needs.

Castro greeted them gravely: the peasants sald: “Hullo,
Fidel”. And, straightaway., he began his guestions: “How
much? When? Why isn't more being done? Why aren’t
things going quicker 7"

The replies came as rapidly: because the difficult jobs had
been given to people unable to do them. The oldest, dark
and about 40, with greying temples, called the others to wil-
pess: e knew hetter than anyone else how to drive and re-
pair tractors; he had said it and proved it to the man in
charge who out of obstinacy had retained an incompetent in
this important position.
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Give me a tractor”, he sald to Fldel, “and 1'll show you
strasghtaway what 1 can do™

In cases like these, Castro feels pulled two ways. His taste
for ‘mmediate relationships. his revolt against all forms of
kicrarchy, prompt him to zettle the question sovereignly on
the =pot; 1 can casily imagine him saying: “Go and get the
trector,”  Yet the hierarchy which he would disrupt if he
it thiz Is INRA, which he himself set up and which hc is
in zcneral very satisfied with.

He knows Lhat he i2, in a curious way, a constant factor of
ili=arder: the faet is that as he tours the island and can be
et evervwhere in it, work-groups, of whatever kind, find it
natural to demand that he solve their problems in person;
whv should they be salisfied with the first or second instance
when the supreme instance is so close at hand?

[ had zesn Celin seribble some lines in her note-book a
annute before: 1 knew that Castro would find out about the
#ltuation; he would not allow a wastage of productive forees
wihitch might brake all the schemes already under way.

But 1 also saw that he would not be induced to disavow
thase in charge, men whom in any case he didn't know.

“Go and see your leaders here!” A young man al once
protested: “They're the ones that have made the mistakes;
it'* no good counting oen them to recognise them™.

“CGiop with them to the head of the region," said Castro
patiently.

But from thiz moment I saw that he wanted to leave: the
enguiry was over, he would tell Jimenez, but for the time
being he didn't want to vindieates or condemn anvbody, He
went back brusquely to the car, cufting the workers short.
Ax I got in after him 1 saw a truck pass along the road and
i=appear in a cloud of dust.

Half-turn, Behind us, our disappointed interlocutors were
gesticulating. We jolted along the road for 3 or 4 kKilometres.
And then, suddenly, it was blocked; women, children and old
people formed a solid mass against us, determined not to let
Ur PASE,

Freszh stop; 1 was beginning to become familiar with these
tuctics, Onee brought to a halt, the car was rapidly infested.
Suffocating heat; I saw hands, faces leaning in, 1 was breath-
ing fire,

Fidel growled. Arcocha translated for me: “He says it
wes that bloody truck which gave us away.” He added an-
xiously: Il give the alarm from one end of the road to the
other, We're sunk."

Women leant in and streteched out their open hands; some
only wanted to touch him, others tried to grab hold of him
to et him out of the car.

“The people demand that you come and see our village'™
=1i @ matron, rather nobly.

Fidel yielded. In fact he had no choice, He got oul, we
ol out after him; 1 saw him towering head and shoulders
above the crowd, but solidly hemmed in. He was looking
maorose again, he wore an air of uncertainty and even of
timidity.

“He will go as far as the entrance of the village" said
Celia, “and then he will try to cut things short and get
away; keep close to the doors and you can jump in the car
straightaway.'” We didn't even have a chance to flee; the
dust rose along the road we had just come down, swirled
like a whirlwind, come closer and subsided, revealing an an-
cient ear which had just pulled up behind our own, We im-
mediately recognised the T men crammed inside; they were
the unappeased peasants whom we had just left. They too
had seen the lorry pass, and had forezeen that their wives,
warned in time, would delay Fidel, and that they would have
the time to catch him up; they were s¢t on continuing the
interview, Continue it they did, and Fidel acquicsced. With-
out good grace, but without ill will. I must admit that I
quickly lost track; Arcocha was no longer at my side, he had
been tossed and swept away by this exuberant and tropical
crowd, then suddenly I got the impression that the conversa-
tion had moved on to something different.

Other young people joined in, and then some of the aged.
The tone was always the same: urgent, spirited and friendly.
vet unremittingly tense. Castro let them do the talking to
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Wlhat tx going on in Cuba today 15 no mere palace
revolution at the top. in which one oligarchy has ouwsi-
ed another. This 15 a secial revolution involving the
IR 5% uf the Cuban ;m'nluh'_. ierred f1s aim is nol Lo insial
a new sel of rulers bt to work ant a new social order,

Walter Lipmann,

A A AW A

begin with, Then zomeone made a remark which seemcd 1o
embarrass him. I zaw, for a flash, Castro’s habitual anxious.
earnest grimace; then he began to speak, foreefully bu
without viglence, The older men supported him, it was the
end. We went back to the ear. Castro was cheered, and wy
were allowed to make off.

In the ear, Arcocha said to me: "At the end, we were Lalk-
ing of juzt about everything.,” Castro turned towards us.
smiling.

"1 tricked them.™

“How 7" T ashed,

“We got on to rice. We've lald down how much should ba
grown per eabelleria, and one of the young ones attacked mo:
in his father's time, they grew twice as much."

He was laughing now. “‘Jimenecz and his men know well
enough why they have limited the amount; I myself had no
idea. But as I trust INRA and as they've cut the rice quota
1007 , it must be that previous experience gave bad results
I played the lousy trick of playing off the older men against
the young,"

"And? . .

“Then they all remembered: above the guantity which
we've established, the rice becomes watery and inedible.™

Celia looked in the mirror, “They're still following us’™
she said, And in fact, on turning round I =aw the zeven
peasants in their ear.

“It's like a hunt', zald Castro, "It amuses them. In any
case, it's Sunday . . ."

As he spoke, the car was once again stopped and mobbed
by a crowd, Another village, another co-operative. Here
they didn't ask for anything: they just looked, and checred.
Yet no: they parted and pushed a priest in a long white robe,
obviously very intimidated, up to the front:

“Go on", they said, “speak to him, now's your chance,
don't let it stip.”

The priest called Castro 'Fidel' like the others, he spoke
very fast; he had to explain the idea of his life, and his time
was short; he had a real peasant face, he looked like his
parishioners. But his soft and modulated wvoice seemed to
indicate a genuine culture; he had, he said, explored the dis-
trict for 20 years with German geologists and experts whose
names he guoled, and who it seems are authorities in their
field; he was absolutely certain that the sub-so0il contained
Important depesits of petroleum, which could be exploited
straightaway; all the more so as he had perfected new in-
struments and technigues for extraction which were less
expensive and more suited to the local terrain. T remember
the exact wording of his appeal:

“Fidel, I am sure of what I am saying. If you believe me,
glve me a million. If I don’t earn Cuba double the amount
in two years, have me shot!”

Castro smiled; he never commits himself as far as 1 could
see, but Celia makes a note, The seven peasants got out of
their ear for a minute, wanting to pursue the interrupted
argument., But the village was more interested in its priest
than in their misadventures; they gave up, I think, for lack
of support. They went back home when we left, but one
thing struck me: Castro had never onee forbldden them to
follow him.

Thizs diminution of our ezcort was scarcely noticeable, in
any case: the relentless truck-driver had alerted the entire
countryside,

After we had left the village priest, T asked Castro: "“What
do you think of his story 7"

"Potroleum 7" he answered, "why not? For a long time
now expert surveys have indicated deposits of natural gas in
thiz area.”

He was going to go on when we were stopped. This time
it was a single negro, massive and furious; he emerged from
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a wall as we were passing throuegh a small town with low
houses, and threw himself on us. He struck the bonnet of
the car violently several times with the flat of his hand.

"You fool!” he said angrily to Fidel, "Take care of yvour
life, its ours not yours! What are you doing in the front of
this ear? You know very well you can he shot at there or
vou might crash into a lorry. What would we do then? We
would be in a niee fix. Go and =it in the back with Celia
and do me the pleasure of making these people who are
lounging at the back sit up in the front.”

“They're my guests” said Castro with a smile.

The negro shrugged his shoulders: 80 what? Take them
around as much as you want, but if someone has to die, it's
hetter if it's them."

Some children came running towards us, shouting: he saw
them and very gracefully withdrew: "You'd better move off™,
he said, “you're in a hurry; it won't be me who holds you
.lpll'l

Fidel =miled broadly at him, the negro returned the smile,
hut shook his finger at him; the ecar bounded forward to-
wards new adventures.

It stopped ten times more: it was an omnibus. We picked
up an old peasant woman who was waiting for a bus and
put her down in her village: neither Castro nor his ministers
refuse hitchers.

I had a hundred images in my memory: they were going
to become confused, it waz a pity. T said to Arcocha: T am
poing to forget these faces, they are goilng to get mixed up.
I regret it, each of these peasants had such a strong person-
ality! And then, they are individualists; each one hopes that
one day Castro will be there before him; meanwhile they
think; each one according to his character works out some
invention or some criticism, but it iz always the same thought
they return to it every day. I've felt everywhere, that they
were suddenly coming out with their idee fixe, explaining it
at top speed, and withowt ever having to improvise,™

“Bay that te Castro,” said Arcocha.
"Very well, translate it."”

He did so. Castro smiled at me: the ice was broken. We
spoke of the peasants: he too thought them the greatest
individualists,. ‘What excited and moved him in the co-
operatives was the tension between the common will and
the frec personality of each:

“When the leaders are good, the workers passionately
want to work together: it fs in their interest and they fecl
it. But what pleases me in them is that they all remain in-
dividual persons,”

"Exactly what I noticed”, I zaid, “"In spite of the round
hats, the Cuban shirt and sometimes the machete, nobody is
like anybody clse. Do they know how to read?"

"The ones we've just seen? Probably not, most of them.”

“And yet these people who can't read or write seemed
truly cultivated fto me. Can you explain 87"

"Iv'e because they think', he said.  “All the time. The
revolution was a kind of releasze; inm each of them, thought
began to move. It won't stop again in a hurry.”

We were back again on the coast, on a good road, The
sea was vielet in the zetting sun.
“8o many demands!™ I said to him. He said:

"How elze do vou want them to realize their freedom?
They demand everything of us. That's our bad luck. We
heat some mercenaries and ever sinee they've thought we
can do anything.”

He It his cigar and added rather sadly: “They wrong: It's
much easier for a hundred brave men to rout 5000 bad sol-
diers than for =six billlon enthusiastic workers to double
production in a year. You see, it's our existence and our
success that have given them this inalienable right: to de-
mand; and yvet it's we who must say to them: not vet, not
this year.”

“When they drag you out of the car?" said Simone de
Beauvoir, "you look, at least for the first few minutes, in a
very bad mood. Is my impression right?"

PaGE TEM

He turned towards her and looked al her in surprise, with-
out replying, as always earnest when he is being talked
abhout. But Celia sald quickly:

“It's true, it's absolutely true.”

“1I suppoge it must be" he sald. “'I'm happy when they
surround me and jostle me. But I know they are going to
ask me for things they have a right to receive, but which 1
have no means of giving."”

We were travelling through sugar-fields, inte a small
town. A man rose up out of nowhere, waving his arms, He
didn't try to stop the car, he simply cried:;

“A factory, Fidel, a factory!” and let us pass.

“Three years ago” said Castro, "he would have asked for a
job in a government office. You see the progress' Hoe
would like all the sugar-workers to find work in industry
for the 8 months of thelr unemployment. Unfortunately,
this won't happen tomorrow,. And if 4 man like this one by
the gide of the road must wait for industrializsation, how long
will he keep hiz élan?

He fell zllent and turned towards the windscreen. This
time I saw him draw once or twice on his cigar. But no-
body dared to start the copversation up again. I suddenly
remembered an anecdote Oltusky had told me, which now
took on a new meaning for me. One evening, a few days
before my arrival, a council of ministers waszs to be held.
Everyone was there on time exeept Castro; his colleagues,
leaning out of the window, finally dizcovered him below sur-
rounded by a hundred or so young women shouting and cry-
ing. Castro eseaped, entered the building by one of the doors,
wandered about in the corridors and only reached the confer-
ence room much later. He was grave:

"Bome girls held me up.”
"We know,'" they zald, "They follow you everywhere',
*They're claiming their rights,"” he said and sat down.

These yvoung women, as far as I remember, wanted to be
teachers; a private school, more or less swindling them, had
taken their money, a year's work and issued them with a
diploma which they told them was officially recognised by
the State and gave them the right to teach. The diploma,
of course, was worthless; the young women went to the
Minister of Education and were told that they had been the
victims of a swindle and could get no job. Ewer sinec they
had wept and waited for Castro at every street-corner,

The ministers waited for the meeting to begin, But Castro
remained grave and silent. One of the young men standing
near the window looked down and saw that the tearful chorus
was still there,

Castro finally said in a tired voiece:

"Something must be Aone for them™. He wasn't speai-
ing to anybody in particular, He repeated himself, turned.
and thiz time spoke to Hart: “You'll do something for
them . . .

Hart proiested: not in order o refuse to help them, buot
to justify himself,

"They're not just victims" he said, “they're more thos hailf
accomplices as well,. They've always failed the State exam-
inations, Several times over, in fact, which excludes them
from trying again. They knew perfectly well those private
diplomas weren't worth anything, they just wanted them to
foree our hand."” The whole meeting agreed and gave Castro
to understand that they were all wasting precious time: the
girls had let themselves be tricked in order to trick the State,
and they should be sent packing. Castro didn't move:

He repeated softly but firmly: “"They must be given some-
thing, Armando”, Ewvervone asked why. He answered with
conviction but without any other explanation:

“"Because they demand it.,"

He poimted down to the courtyard: *“They've come, amd
waited, and cried,” The others asked in surpize: “And
that’s emough?"

He nodded and said with such force: “Yes, that's enough.”
adding he felt it best to settle the affair on the spot: the

FIGHTING TALK. OCTOEER. 1961,



private certificates would be denied all validity, but although
they had forfeited the right, they would be allowed to take
the official examinations again.

DHiusky finished simply: “"He had given ug a lesson™, 1
didn't answer; I thought 1 recognised in Castro an idea
which was =20 dear to me I didn't want to ask about it
exeepl to him.,

MNow, in the =oft grey light of the evening, I looked at his
broad shoulders in front of me and decided 1 must ask him.

“All these who ask. whatever they ask for, have a right
to obtain it . . ." I sald. Arcocha tranzlated. Fidel didn't
reply. T insizted:

“1s that what vou think?™
answerad violently:

He drew on his elgar and

“If someonc asked me for the moon, it would mean they
needed it."”

I have few friends; I value friendship too greatly. After
thiz reply, I felt that he had become one of them; but 1
didn't want to waste hiz time by announcing this. 1 said
simply: “You call the Cuban reveolution a humanism. Why
not? I recognize only one humanism, one founded nelther
on wark nor on culture, but on need.'

“There is mo other' he said. And then turning towards
Simone de Beauvoir:

“It's true, now and then they intimidate me; thanks to us
they are daring to discover their needs, they have the cour-
age to understanding their sufferings and to demand that

Yt

“Beeause all demands in one way or another cxpress a

e,
He replicd without turning round;

“A man's need is his fundamental right over all other men,”
“And if someone asked you for the moon 7' 1 sakd, sure of

1the answer.

chey be ended, as men should.

them ?

And what are we giving

His train of thought swerved sharply, but I had no diffi-

culty in following it,
“We have to demand his utmost from cach man. Bub L
will never sacrifice this generation to the next.

too ahstract.”

He said abruptiy;

It wonld be

SCHOOL REVOLT
{Continued from page &)

Our Afrvican  students <come  from
homes where they were told to pursuc
their studies 2o that they szhould not be
miners or road diggers lke their fath-
crs.  They lead because they have al
last grasped the truth that father ig a
roed digger because he was not educated.
They have grasped the truth that it is
not becawse Africans are backward that
they empty pails of dirty water on the
stroets.  They have learnt to clamour
for draing,

The principal’s office or residence is
the symbol of lauthority and so pupils
have decreed, should go up in flames like
the Bastille: or in the case of St. Mat-
thews in the early forties, the principal
who claimed to be a Christian must be
crucified, his feet taking the place of
Chrizt’s  hands. Are  these revolts
ugainst Bantu Education or the policies
of the Government 7

I talked Lo a boy who had left school
und said he preferred to work because
he was afraid that by 1384, the children
who are now attending school will have
two heads like a hvdra; he even gave a
seientifle name for the species, Homao
Eiselenitis.

Maybe the boy had read too much sei-
enee fiction but when he said that 1 re-
membered that the junior students at
Fort Hare had demanded that their seni-
ors take action against the dictatorial
Reetor,  When the seniors complained
that they couldn’t they were threatened
with poizon pen letters reminding them
that after all they were geiting a third
prade education. The seniors acted and
the 5.R.C. constitution was thrown out.

It is in the same Fort Hare that the
Governor-General Van Zijl under the
['mited Party Government was hoycotl-
cil, S5t. Matthews, Healdlown, Lovedale
and 8t. John had thelr riots before the
MNationalists came in, The pattern has
been the same as today; these revolts
arc motivated by politics. It would be
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extreme naivele not to recognise as poli- + QW AZILAND

tical the demand that ne scholar should
be chased away if his fees have not boen

piel.

An African student lives under fear,
fear of expulsion if he has not the right
uniform,. the right books and fear that
the parents will not pay the fees on the
right date. There I3 always fear that
he will be fired if he breaks some of the
school regulations like being found out
of bounds,

This constant fear is never understood
by the szg-called moulders of a voung
mind, It is this ever-present revolt
against victimisation because of the pov-
erty of one’s parents that makes the si-
toation always inflammable. Some of
the principals are carceristz who have
neither the understanding of the situa-
tion nor the sympathy to handle child-
ren whoe are in a changing but stultificd
zociety, With the insecurity of the
whole nation and an urge to sec a change
for the best, there will always be thesc
revolts and more egpecially under Bantu
Education the situation will be ugly un-
til the B.E.D. will find itself closing all
the schools, instead of circulating black
lists which the students regard as a roll
of honour.

If the parent has ne stake in the so-
ciety where the child has to be brought
up, the child will sense this, A student
scarches after truths and not half truths,
If taught half truths he will find the
fruth and will be angry becausze he will
think he has been cheated, while the
family wag sacrificing for him o learn
the truth. ©Owr High School students
occupy the position of wniversities in
other countries in the war for liberation.

{Continued from page 7}

Then one man will stand up and say 1
propose the name of s0 and so, the son
of so0 and so0 and the people will reply
“earried" (elethu).

This primitive methed of conducting
elections which was in vogue in Eurepe
before the invention of paper should now
be disearded. It is a most retrogressive
way of choosing representatives.

Ag a tax-payver, | should be frées to
choose my representative in the Legisla-
ture by secret ballot, without fear of
victimisation from the Induma or the
chief.

If thig is done in MNyasaland, in Be-
chuanaland, in Basutoland, in Tanganyi.
ka, in Kenya, in Sierra Leone, let alone
in many other parts of the world, should
it not be done in Swaziland *

People should realise that the Swazis
are now becoming impatient., We want
our political rights here and now and
there is nothing to stop us from getting
them. After all these rights are ours, wo

are not begging for them as the im-
perfalists are inelined to think.

The Stooges

There are some Africans in this coun-
try, who occupy senior Government posi-
tions and spend most of their time help-
ing the imperialists to oppress the Swa-
Zis. So much for that, but now when
i Swazi goes to the Swazi King to scek
the Protection of the King's Blanket,
what does he find? He finds thesc
stooges, these Tshombes Iying at the
King's gates. Dear God, where will the
Bwazl go to? The answer is the vote.
The stooges must be booted outl by the
vote before they perform the Tshombe
atrocity on the Swazi peoaple,

Forward fto a Free and Independent
Bwaziland!! XNOW OR NEVER!
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Africa’s Trade Union Federation

by KUMAR GOSHAL, writing from GHANA

After a geriex of preliminary moectings,
Heads of 45 union organisations from al-
most all eountries in Africa, represent-
ing about 3 million workers, formed the
All-African Trade Union Federation,

There was hot debate at this meeting,
although no one opposcd the basic con-
cept of unity of African unions. The
major bone of contention was the re-
quirement that all African unions sever
their ties with international union org-
anisations. On the basis of giving mem-
bers ten montha to leave other organisa-
tions, agreement was reached,

The charter was adopted by acclama-
tion. It called for positive neulransm,
=upport for colonial liberation and oppo-

Interview with J.

John K. Tettegah, secretary-general
of the Ghana Trade Union Congress, ex-
plained the AATUF view to me. Tetle-
gah is a dynamic, eloguent young man,
whose career will be worth watching.
Words pour out of him, trying to keep
pace with his swift thoughts.

Behind the enormous desk in his of-
fice, he answered my questions forth-
rightly. He sald: “Have you noticed
that ICFTU — and that means largely
AFL-CIO—activities in Africa are most-
Iy in countries where Africans are still
struggling to be free? Isn't it prepos-
terous for American and British trade
unionists to tell African workers not to
be involved in politics, when it is politi-
cal power that enables their employers
to exploit them economically ?

“It is strange to hear the British TUC
telling African workers to ‘keep out of
politics’ when its own leaders are affili-
ated with the Labour Party in Britain.
British workers had to go into politics
to protect their interests, although they
live in a free country. Most African
workers today don't even live in free
eountries. How can they try to better
themselves ‘legally’ or ‘peacefully” when,
in South Africa, for instance, it is illle-
gal for them even to organise trade
unions.

“Also, have you ever thought about
how western trade unions have been able
to obtan better wages and working

sition to foreign interference of any kind
in the affalrs of African nations.

Moroccan trade union leader Mahjoub
Ben Secddick was elected president. A
seven-man sccretariat composed of re-
presentatives of Ghana, Guinea, Mali,
Morocco, Kenya, the United Arab Repub-
lic and the Provigional Algerian govern-
ment was set up.

There were many reasons why Afri-
can union leaders decided to form the
AATUF. They had observed with dis-
may the division of the world union
movement into the World Federation of
Trade Unions and the International Con-
federation of Free Trade Unions. They
have heen repelled by the American

AFL-CIO programme pouring thou=ands
of dellars inte Africa to obtain allegi-
ance of African unions in countries stiil
ruled by foreign powers, when the 17,5,
itgelf rarely supported freedom move-
ments In such countries and often aiived

itself with the ruling powers,

It has been asserted that British and
Amerlean unions have developed a hitter
rivalry over control of African unians.
Most galling to independence-minded
African unionistz has been the British
and American adviee that unionz in Af-

rica should confine activitles to wages-
and-hourz issues and not get involved in
politics,

Tettegah, of Ghana’s Trade Unions

conditions peacefully? They have been
able to do so because their employers
have made fortunes out of the hides of
colonial workers like the Africans and
have thrown a few morsels to thelr do-
mestic workets. Tell me, instead of
giving us impertinent advice, why doesn't
the AFL-CIO spend its hundreds of
thousands of dollars in helping free the
Africans in South Afriea, the Africans
in the Portuguese colonics and the peo-
ple of Algeria?"

The lssue

“But Mr., Tettegah,” 1 said, “some of
the countries like Kenya and Tanganyi-
ka, where you said American money is
belng used to influence the trade unions,
are more or less on their way to indepen-
dence. Tanganylka is to become inde-
pendent on December 9. Surely there the
struggle for independence iz nearly over,
fsn't it?"

“That's only partly true,” he replied.
“We feel that the Western powers are
worried by our decision to build a so-
cialist socicty, adapted to the needs of
Afriea. They are trying to protect their
investments, their interests In colonies
on their way to freedom, by using the
trade unions against, say, possible na-
tionalisation of industries when these co-
lonies become independent. They are
trying to weaken the political movement
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in these countrics by politieally neutra-
lizing the workers of these countries.”

"By calling on AATUF members to
leave international organisations,” 1 azk-
ed, “are you trying to isolate the Afri-
can trade unlons ¥

“MWot at all,” Tettegah said. ""We have
not thrown overboard the noble concept
of solidarity of the workers of the world.
But the Western trade unions have been
treating us patronisingly, attempting to
impose on us the way they run their
own unions, even forgetting the bloody
battles they had to fight to establish
their rights,. What do the Western trade
union bureaucratz know about our strug-
gles for fredom from colonial rule? We
resent their condescending attitude, We
want genuine unity of the workers of
the world, in which the African trade
union movement iz treated as a full and
equal partmer. Only a strong, united,
free African trade union movemnent in a
free Africa can demand and receive zuch
equality.”

Me Conspiracy

“Is it true, as I have heard,” 1 ask-
ed, “that you are also using Ghana mon-

ey to help trade unions in other African
countries 7"

“Of course it is true,” Tettegah said,
laughing. “Is that supposed to be shock-
ing? If it is all right for American
dollars to be used to persuade the Afri-
can trade unipns to lean toward the
West, why should it be wrong for us to
use Ghana pounds to protect the interest
of Africans? Besides, we are not in-
volved in any conspiracy. Let me show
you how it works."

Tettegah pulled out of a drawer a file
of letters and showed me a letter from
Rhodesian African workers who needed
money. He said: “These are our broth-
erd. Do you expect us to turm down
their appeal? Sure we help them, and
we will help African workers every-
where to the best of our ability.”
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SOUTH AFRICA'S
TRADE UNION
HISTORY BOOK

————
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The need to organise Africans was
recognized early on in South Africa. The
International Socialist League, at its
January 1816 Conference resolved that
the organisation of the African workers
wis necessary for

“the lifting of the native workers to

the political and industrial status of

the White™,

It organised classes for Africans
where the history of the working class
movement was discussced; and decided

to organise an all-in union for unskilled
workers called the Industrial Workers of

Africa. Its motto was “Sifuna Zonke"
i We want evervthing.) It made the fol-
lowing apponl:

“There is only onc way of deliver-
ance for the Bantu workers. unite!
Forgelt the things that divide wyou.
Let there be no longer any talk of
Bazule, Zulu or Bhagaan, You are
all labourers, Let labour be your
common bond™.

The 1918 'Bucket Strike’

The African workers in the Transvaual
hegan to move, Inm 1918 the famous
“bucket strike” took place when 152 Af-
rican workers employed by the Johan-
neshurg Sanitary Department struck for
better pay. ‘The men were gentenced to
two menths' imprisonment for daring
to strike, The Magistrate Mr. McFee,
in zentencing the men said:

“While in gaol they would have to
do the same work as they had been
doing, and would carry out that em-
plovment with an armed escort, in-
cluding a guard of Zulus armed with
aggegais and while men with guns. If
they attempted to escape and If it
were necessary, they would be shot
down. If they refused to obey orders
they would receive lashes as often as
might be necessary to make them un-
derstand they had te do what they
wore told.” (Cape Argus 1176718},
Thix wviclous sentepnee did not intimi-

date the African workers hot infuriated
therm.

The “Industrial Workers of Africa”™
was #at the time led by Talbot Williams
who worked in cloge unizon with the
African Mational Congress and the 1.5.L.
A strike for higher wages was urged.
The African miners responded on July
1, 1918.

The men remained quiet in the com-
pounds, and did not go underground,
Thizg did not prevent the Government
from mobilizing large forces of police
and troops to drive the men down the
shafts, The workers refused, but
were overwhelmed by the heavily arm-
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‘Hear the New Army of

Labour Goming’

i police and troops, and hundreds of
the strikers were wounded.

One further result of the work of the
“Industrial Workers of Africa" =should
be noted. It established a branch among
the Cape Town Stevedores and Dock
workers, and this hecame the nucleus of
the Industrial and Commereial Work-
ers’ Union.,

LC.U. Days

On January 7, 19190, a meeting of
Cape Town dockers convened by Cle-
ments Kadalie and presided over by Mr.
A. F. Batty rezolved 1o form the In-
dustrial and Commercial Workera Unign
(1.C.U.}). Within a4 wear the mcmber-
ship rose from 24 to 400,

A girike of some 2000 dock-workers
was called az o profest against the
exporting of foodstuffz when thous-
andsz of low-paid workers in the Tnion
were on the verge of starvation, They
also demanded B/6 a day for steve-
dores. The police and military drove
the Africans from the locations. The
Cape Federation and the Raillway
workers who urged the workers Lo
strike gave practically mo help, they
were scabbed on by White labourers,
and the strike ended in a fortnight.

The 1.C.U. concentrated om aveng-
ing this defeat. It submitted de-
mands to the stevedoring companies
to increase the daily rate from 4/- to
8/- per day. Coloyred and African
workers stood shoulder to shoulder.
The strike was successful; the com-
panies gave in. This first victory was
also its most spectacular achievement.
The story of this great vietory carried

the name of the I.C.1J. to all part= of
South Africa and beyvond,

The ICU. caught the imuagination of
the African and Coloured workers,
Workers from all over joined the IC.U,
They came from factories, farms, shops,
municipal services, docks, railways. The
wage increase gained by the Cape Town
stevedores provided an outstanding ex-
ample of the effectiveness of trade union
organization.

In February 1820, the Port Eliza-
beth LC.U. branch, after repeated re-
presentations for a 2/- a day wage
inerease, called a strike, Mr, Masha-
balala, the P.E. leader was jailed. A
large number of African workers
went on deputation 1o the commis-
gsioner of police and demanded the re-
lease of their leader. Instead of re-
leasing Mashabalala, the police at-
tacked the unarmed peaceful proces-
gion, kKilled 24 and wounded over a
100, The sirikerz were driven back
te work,

At the same time the first big strike
of African miners on the Rand took
plaece. It started with a boycott of the

E. R. BRAYERMAN
on the
EARLY STRUGGLES

stores and local sirikes. The miners
based thelr demand on the increased
cost of living and their inakility fo send
as much money to their homes as they
huad done when the prices were lower,
The demands varied from 5/- to 10/- per
L TR

On the 3rd of January, 1920 the Cham-
bér of Mines in response to the boycoit
and local strikes, Imcreased their pay
by a 3d per shift. The men regarded
thiz as an insult. The movement spread
and by the 18th of February there were
fifty to seventy thousand African min-
ars on strika.

Bmuts, in one of his election meet-
ings, warned South Africa of thiz
“tremendous change." “'Forty thous-
and Blacks are out on strike, well or-
panised, picketing and doing things
that we would have considered natives
incapable of doing."

The Chamber of Mines refused to
grant any wage increases and demanded
that the government suppress the strike.
Only a week earlier, the Chamber had
conceded to the European miners their
request to consolidate their wapes and
allowances and granted them an addi-
tional increase of £2.8.0 per woek.

The government carried out the
Chamber request. Pollce and army
were drafted to the mines, surrounded
the compounds, preévented the miners
from communicating with one another.
Asked to state their grievances, the men
elected spokesmen, who were handcuff-
e¢d and marched off to jail. The strike
wag suppressed by military and police
farce. A number of minars weare killed
and 40 wounded.

'‘New Army of Labour'

It was during this strike that the
I.5.L. issued its famous “Don't Scab"
leaflet appealing to the European work-
ers to “hear the new army of labour
coming!™

The 1LC.U. spread all over this coun-
try, 8.W, Africa and Rhodesia. It held
regular annual conferences; brought out
a newspaper called the “Workers' Her-
ald”; and became a household word in
the homes of Africans and Coloured
workers, At its conferences, delegates
came from farms, country towns and
big industrial centres. Its organisers
courageously tackled the organisation of
the farm and country workers and met
with great hostility from the Gowern-
ment, employers and farmers.  Their
organisers  were arrested, banished,
thrown out of work and evicted from
their homes.

The Indusirial and Commercial
Workers' Union ran a brief course of
10 years, before it disintegrated into
a number of splinter groups. It suec-

{Continyed on page 16)
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TRADE UNION
HISTORY BOOK

In reccnt yvears, the workers Sstrug-
gle for Trade Union and democralic
rights has been led by the South Afri-
ecan Congress of Trade Unions. This
trade wunion centre has carried on the
work of the trade union pioneers of the
‘twenties and the Transvaal Council of
Mon-European trade unions in the "thir-
ties and forties.

Bleed to Death

From the start SACTU was confront-
ed with the Natlonalist Government's
drive to exterminate unjonz of African
workers, The first Minister of Labour
in the 1948 Natlonalizt Cabinet, Mr.
Sehoeman shouted from the roofiopz his
policy wag to hleed African wunions 1o
death,

This was not a hollow threat, for the
Mationalist Government has in fact
never stopped persecuting the trade
union movement as a whole, and more
particularly unions of African workers,

in spite of this declared aim of the
Government, trade wunions of African
workers have fought and are still fight-
ing every inch of the way for survival.
Their refusal to submit to the Govern-
ment has inspired unorganised workers
to support them and the wunions are
growing in numbers and strength.

First Shot Fired

The Mationalizt Government fired ii2
first shot in 1953 with the MNative (La-
bour) Settlement of Disputes Act, plac-
ing wage fixation entirely im the hands
of the state, denying the African work-
ers any say in determining their con-
ditions of work, and imposing a maxi-
mum fine of £500 and/or three years
imprisonment for the use of the strike
WeR R,

To fit the White, Coloured and Indian
workers into “the New Order”, the Gov-
cinment amended the Industrial Con-
ciliation Act and took powers lo weak-
en the trade union movement by divid-
ing labour organisations on racial lines;
to undermine and destroy the power of
collective bargaining; and to restriet to
a considerable extent the right of trade
unions to control their own funds, elect
their own officlalz, and exercize deémo-
cratie control.

As much ag the members of the
White unionz needed the unity of all
workers to protect themselves, they
feared an alliance with the African
workers. In their deep-rooted colour
prejudice, and fear, they considercd
that they would lose their monopoly
of the beltter jobs.

It was a notable vietory for the Na-
tionalist Party, which since 1933 had
laboured hard (o undermine CoO-Operi-
tion between Black and White workers,

By 1854 the fragmentation of the non-
African Trade Union movement had
reached the highest level in Bouth Af-
rica's history. Organiscd labour was
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20 weak and disunited that there were
four trade union co-ordinating bodies,
with widely differing views, each claim-
ing to represent the true interests of
South Africa’s workers,

Unity in Struggie

It was in this situation that the South
African Congress of Trade Unions was
formed, on March 5 1355, to organise
the workers of South Africa, irrespec-
tive of race or colour: and cater for the
ever-growing mass of unorganised Af-
rican workers belng absorbed into South
Africa's expanding industrial sconomy.

SACTU recognised that the organ-
ising of thiz great mass of workers
was linked inextricably with thelr
struggle for political rights and lib-
eration from all oppressive laws,
Every attempt by the workers Lo org-
anise themselves was hampered by
general  legislation affecting  their
right of movement, domielle and poli-
tical representation. Ewery efforl for
higher wages, for better working con-
ditions, for the smallest advance in
factory conditions or the reinstate-
ment of unjustly dismissed fellow-
workers wag immediately met by the
full force of the Stale.

For this reason, it sought allies among
the liberation movements and decided
to join with them in a common strug-
gle,

At this time the liberation move-
ments were in the process of establish-
ing a National Consultative Committee
to co-ordinate the activities of the Con-
gress Organisations which adopted the
Freedom Charter in June 1855, The Na-
tional Consultative Committee provided
the Congress and the Trade Unlon
Movement with an effectlve consulta-
tive machine; and was authorised to ini-
tiate joint compaigns.

When the National Consultative Com-
mittee was established, SACTU became
a willing constituent part of it. The
five organisations working together —
the African National Congress, the
South African Indlan Congress, the S8.A.
Coloured Peoples Congress, the Congress
of Democrats, and SACTU mirrored the
future multi-racial harmony based on
equality for which the liberation move-
ment was fighting.

For SBACTU the taszk of organising
new African unlons and co-ordinating
the existing ones was formidable, for
the restrictions placed in theilr way
were designed to force them out of
exlstence,

African workers in the ranks of the
existing unions, but also among thosc
industrial workers who were still un-
organised were in a new mood to ad-
vapce their claims and SACTU gave ex-
pression to this spirit.

It welded inte a szingle federation
the loogely-organised unioms of Afri-
can workers and those affiliated ré-

gistered trade unions which had never
deserted the post of workers' unity re-
gardless of colour, SACTU did not
abandon all White workers az a lost
cause but propagated the idea of
mivlti-racial wnity, in zpite of White
labour's apparent resclution to look
te the State and not to trade unicn
unity for the protection of its living
standards,

Hide and Seek

There were, and still are, severe diffi-
cultlez hampering the growth of Afri-
can trade unionism. Access to factory
premises is usually denied Lo organisers
of Afriecan unions, and when they arc
discovered on factory premises they are
often arrested amd charged with tres-
passing.

Strike War

When a strike ogcurs, it resembles a
small secale civil war., Lorryloads of
police armed with batons, sten guns,
tear gas bombs are rushed to the place
of the strike. Gieat “plek-up™ vans are
driven into the factory premis=es and all
the strikers are arrested.

A typical example of this method
of handling disputes is the strike of
288 workers employved at the Jones
Canning Factory, Industria, Johan-
neshurg, in January 1958, These work-
ers protested against being forced to
work on Christmas Day and claimed
that they had been paid short for that
day, While their spokesmen presented
thelr grievances to their employer,
the workers sat on the ground, When
the police arrived, however, they were
not glven an opportunity to negotiate
directly with their ecmployers but
were arrested. They were not cven
permitted to remove thelr overalls,
gumboots and work caps before being
pushed into the vans and taken to the
cells to be charged with illegal strik-
Ing.

Motwithstanding the severe measures
meted out to workers for striking, this
is thelr only effective weapon to im-
prove their conditions and they have us-
ed it fearlessly, though thousands have
besn convicted under the Native Labour
(Settlement of Disputes) Act

Since employers are not compelled oy
law to recognise unionz of African work-
ers, the unions must rely solely on the
pressure that thelr members can cxert
on the employers to induce them to ne-
gotiate and recognise factory commit-
tees,

The role of the South African Con-
greas of Trade Union: can best be seen
in the light of all these difficultics. It
is the ability of this trade union federa-
tion to wae the resources of its fifty throe
affiliated trade unions to present de-
mands to employvers, negotiate agrec-

(Gontinued on page 16}
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weos) AFRICA AND EUROPE: FIRST

A -ew history of
Ad-ca by Basil Davidsen

sreenth century explorers from feu-

g Portuesl found in West Africa, in the
Ce oo and Angola, a feudal Africa, That

Adr.cu, which aecording to onc school
of *hought hag no history, had develop-
4 goinl system curiously similar o
ti. contemporary European one. There
wo~ the same =ystem of fiefs and vas-
g o lieme-lords and serfs or retainers,

¢li.*.o = and obligations up and down the
rolaal acale.
=ut while the feudal system in Europe

w.:- coming Lo an end to be renlaced
by capitalism, the feudal system in Afri-
¢ “had reached a soclal equilibrium

ard evolved a soclety that was largely
bicaneed in itself, any overflow of dis-
content being allowed to disperse across
the endless lands.™

The history of some of the peoples of
Africa ean be traced back to a period five
centuries B.C. when their Stone Age end-
e und they moved into the Iron Age.
i Later the technigues of smelting copper
and iron developed in Africa were car-
riedl by slaves across Lo Brazil. )

From the time of the first Porluguese
dizsoveries until early in the sixteenth
century, Buropeans dealt with Africans
on terms of equality. “And if Buropean
attitudes to Africans in the ecarly times
displuved a wide range of contrast, they
were generally uniform in one important
respect,  They supposed no natural in-
feriority in Africans, no inherent failure
te develop and mature, That was to be
the great myth of later years . . ."

40 million Slaves

The anthor asks, and answers, a ques-
tion of the greatest importance. If ,at
the time of thelr first contact, feudalism
wis the prevalling system in hoth con-
tinents, how was it that Europe develop-
cif wnd beeame industrialised while Af-
frica stagnated?

ENCOUNTER

The answer is Lo be found In the slave
trade, in the tremendous consegquences
of this trade for the people of Africa.
It is estimated that about forty million
were =old as slaves. How many times
this number were killed in obtaining so
many slaves cannol even be guessed at,
In exchange for slaves the 2ellers receiv-
ed “luxuries and the means of war',
firearms, gin, beads, trashy goods and
whatever could be ostentatiously con-
sumed by the rulers and rich men of
the tribe. The firearms were used Lo
caplure more slaves,

The wise and far-sighted among the
African rulers, for example the Mani-
Congo in 1526, opposed the slave trade
but then found that they could not get
firearms to defend themselves and
to he defepceless among slave dealers
meant to become a slave yourself.

The first white dealers in slaves had
only limited markels to supply — the
small domestic requirements of their
home countries. *'In the sixteenth cen-
tury neither France nor England had
any significant interest in slaves . . . .
A royal declaration of 1571 stated that
‘France, mother of liberty, permits no
glaves . .. Then came the development
of sugar and tobacco plantations in the
West Indies, and A royal order of 1670
threw open the slave trade to any
Frenchman who wished to engpage in it.
The King's desire, declared this order,
was to promote in every way possible
‘the trade in Negroes from Guinea to the
Islands" .. .”

The dealers left the European ports
with cargoes of trade goods for Africa
and loaded up with slaves, the survivors
were sold in the West Indies and the
ghips loaded with sugar, lobacco, rum
ete,, and returned to the home ports of-
ten showing profits of 3009 on the
round trip.

};{:111_1,.' I"'j'|_|]'1_1|_‘.u'i|n;-u belicvod it mil Af
ricang were cunnibual= that the slaves
they bought were saved from the stew
i_;ut;-:; LI]J,':.-' would have heen S1II']rF'!'.-'I'I||: L&)
learn thut it was commonly helieved i
Africa that the Whites bought slaves i
order to eat them,

Basi! Davidzon throws a clear light
of reazon on many bellefs that are hal-
lowed by age, and debunks them.  Sup-
porters of apartheid should read this
book. IL iz thelr common argument theat
they have thousands of years of civilisa-
Ltion behind them; they will find from it
that this also applies to Africans, Slav-
ery exisbed in Africa, as it did in Europe,
but the slave was able to grow rich and
to obtain hiz freedom. In the heart of
darkest Africa, at the time of their firs
contact with the explorers from Europe,
there were men wise In statecraft andd
great in eivilization, genuine leaders of
their people, who wished to gain from
Europe teachers and technicianz, car-
penters and boatbuilderz, and begged
for them to be sent, but im vain, At
that time White slave dealers wers
throwing overboard zick zlaves because
if they died on board the insurance mon-
ey would be forfeited,

“In the nineteenth century there were
many cases of slavers who threw their
whole living cargoes into the sea when
pursued by British anti-slaver patrols.
since eapture with slaves aboard moeant
the impounding of their ships.”

The Leopard Society, which haz en-
joved fame in a certain type of story
bhook and cecasionally in the press, one
finds to be not wvery dizssimilar to a
Chamber of Commeree,

Thiz iz a most Instructive book, IE is
arrczting at first reading but one ven-
tures to suggest that its main value will
be in use as g work of reference and as
a stimuluz to further reading,

AL

BLACK MOTHER, by Basil David-
son. Published by Gollance.

COLOUR BAR IN INDUSTRY : THE DOSSIER

The industrial colour bar had itz earli-
v=t originz in the days when all shkilled
workers were White immigrants, and
the untrained, “raw" tribesmen, drawn
inte mines and factories by the poll-tax,
wore able to do only the simplest un-
hilled jobs, Their children and grand-
children, although no longer tribalised
or illiterate, were not permitted to do
sliilled work by a great barrier of laws.

The catalogue of these laws makes
horrifying reading, and the author deals
with every one of them., They had their
cifect on the White workers, whom they
wire =upposed to protect, too. "Not
oy is the Non-White prevented from
the opportunity to rize in the job zeale
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and consegquently denied the chance of
revealing his true capacity, but the effi-
ciency of the White iz reduced through
lack of effective and healthy competi-
tion."

The thirteen yvears of Nationalist rule
have added copiously to the list of colour
bar laws., And the Non-White workers
have suffered, Expressed as a percen-
tage of a White worker's wage, the aver-
age wage of a Coloured worker fell be-
tween 1844-5 and 1953-4 from 437 to
37%¢, and of an African worker from
2475 to 2075,

The author confesses hiz inability to
understand a policy which “refuzes Non-
Whitez a proper place in society on the

ground that they are not qualified for
it, while at the zame time denying them
worlthwhile opportunities fo gualify.”

Mozt senzible people will agree with
the statement *. . . It is now apparent
that apartheid has achicved little else
than the creation of a vicious circle of
restriction, frustration and fear . . 0

The book iz a concize and wvaluable
survey of industrial legizlation in the
Hepublic,

A.L.

The Industrial Colour Bar in South
Africa, by G. V. Doxey. Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1061, p. 205. R2.25.)
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‘'THEZ NEW ARMY iF LAB

(Continued from poas ©3)
vl howover, in maleng oo o 2irAa-

ordinary impact on S0uln A Ficall po-

litiew]l o= woell as iocdusteial e o
ing thiz docade mnd ity PLpressions

wore not offaced for many ~oars af-

e i ceased 1o exist.

It introduced the idea of trade union-
igm and the possibility of political action
ta many thousands of people "sth in
fown and country; it stirmsi~ted 8 na-
tignal consciousness in tribal Africans,
was the indirect cause of a Cabinet cri-
sis and a split in the Mationalist-Labour
coalition, Meore than anything else it
brought home to White workers the re-
alisatiom that Africans had become a
proletariat, and an active element in
the relationships betweéen waorkars and
capitalists.

Degpite the great popularity of the
1.C.ULL it did mot stand up to the aspira-
tions and hopes of the labouring masscs,

Its programme was fine, It demand-
il the abolition of pass laws, free hosz-
pitalisation, free education, rellef for
zick and unemployed.  In all, it demand-
oid equal status for the African worker,
In ils conztitution it recogniscd the class
=truggle apd the need for abolition of
capitulism.

Many obgervers blumod the downfall
And the weaknosses of the 1O, on
Clement  Kadalie, itz founder, geoncral
secretary and the most dominating per-
=onalily the 1.1 produced. 1t is more
correct to say that he failed for the
sule reagsons a2 the many Afviean org-
anl=crs who followed him.  Fhey were

BATTLE IN THE FACTORIES

i Cantinvued frory pane 14)

moentz, help setlle strikes and cdocate
trade union officials which bhaz made
cxistenee possible at all for urionz of
African workers,

£1 A Day

SACTU szlarted the campalgn for a
national minimum wage of €1 a4 day;
and this demand is now roecognised by
cmployerz in all wage negotiations.

It has achieved de facte recognition
of African unions In many industries by
negotiating and seltling  disputes  be-
tween workers and cmployers,

Al the Imternational Labour Organi-
spition, it hag exposed the practice of us-
ing conviet lubour on farms and in in-
dustry in South Africa. I haz fought
racial  discrimination and  encouraged
the workers to fight agailnst all oppres-
=10n.

SACTU 2 outspoken stand for racial
unity and its sharp criticism of unde-
moeratic practices has been the only
Aeties: opposition to the  sovernment
put up by organized labour. 1= truth
i# borne out by the fact tha: .n 1556, 23
trade unionists from BACT! were ar-
pested on the charge of 15 Treason.
In 1488 muany were conviel..] of ineite-
sent, end In 1960 =cores woooe detained
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proken by Lhe political impotence o the
Afdrican workers.

In Hansard of those days, the L2
was attacked In the same way - the
AN.C. and S5.A. Congress of Trade
Unions are attacked today, The 171,

was fighting for trade union recogn. tion,
and for the right of collective baricin-
inz. Morriz Alexander, M.P. who re-
minded Parllament of the struggle of
the While trade unions for roeocnilion,
urged Parliament to recognize the right
of the Africans to develop trade umons
frecly “upon lines as arc eajoyed by
other workers™., He failed even to got
i =econder for this motion.

The Industrial Workers of Africa,
the LC.II. and the Non-BEuropoan
Couneil of Trade Unions struggled for
collective bargaining rights, The Af-
rican workerz are in the same pogi-
tlan aaz the British workers under the
Anti-Combination Laws and as the
White workers in South Africa before
the Industrial Conciliation Ael, of
1924,

The lron Hand

The African workers struck work,
demonstrated and did what workers here
and elsewhere have done to win trade
union recornilion.  But the White Gowv-
crnment’s rezponse to their action was
in Lhe same paltern of suppression usod
in the bucket =trike and the mipers'
strike. That pattern was repeated in
subsequent yearz, When Pretoria Afri-
can Mumnicipal workers o 1942 demos nd-
il higher wages they were shot  at.

When African workers In the poveor
atationz demanded higher wages in Leds,
csoldicrs wore called out and used  as
biacklegs, When African  miners
1846 onee again risked their lives
gtruggle for higher wages and recos -
tion of their trade unlons they werc shot
dawn,

In all subsegquent African strikes *ha
Government knew only one way of haril-
ling the woarkers’ demands for higher
wages. Whether textile, food, dockzars
or milling workers, the police imprisan-
ed their legders and drove tha workess
hack to work.

Ouarz is by far the oldest and 50 -1
advanced industrialized country. Cecr
African working clars is the larygo-!
and most mature on the continent, It
has a magnificent record of struggi
and achicvement.

Afriean trade union organisers sand
leaders are constantly persecuted by
the administration and endorscd ot
of towns, Employers are told to suck
them. They are banned, baniszhed;
and African ynions are not allowsd to
occupy offices in the towns,  All the
oppressive laws are used Lo hamnoer
them in their work.,

There iz no other country on the cof-
tinent of Africa where Africans have
struggled 2o long and sacrificed so much
for their trade unions as here. The re-
gults are meagre beecause of the vici-
ously oppressive nature of White Sup-
FoImacy,

For these reasons African ‘workers
realise that their trade unions must be
linked up with political organisations
and play a leading role in the strugale
for peolitical and demecratic rights.

under the Slate of Emergencey. The
government has also invoked the Bup-
pression of Communism Act and the
Riolous Assemblics Act in order to si-
lepee SACTL field workers.

The rise of the liberation movoments
in Africa, and the granting of full in-
dependence to same statez meant That
the continent of Africa took on a moean-
ing in the factory cloakrooms,

With the advance of the liberation
movementz in Africa, powcerful trade
union ecntrés emerged and SACTLT kepl
in cloze contact with them. A study of
their activities revealed a strong re-
semblanee to SACTIy and a oomraon
foature was the elose alliance between
organized labour and movements for na-
tional liberaktion.

In 1958, this strong reliance on org-
anized labour was given expression to at
the All African Peoples’ Conference at
Accru. The delegatez at this Confer-
cpce, representing the liberation move-
ments of most states in Africa, wvored
for a rezolution calling for trade unlon
unity throughout the continent of A‘ri-
Lo,

SACTU responded immediately lo he
ldea of establishing a federation of Lr e
unions in Afrlea, It zent a delegal s fo
the preparatory meeling in Accra sad
accepted a scat on the 1%-member poo-

paratory committee for anm All Arfrican
Trade Union Feoderation.

The Trade UTnion movement in South
Africa has mighty tasks ahead of it
Tens of thousands of worlkers have =till
to be unionised and many more battles
against the state and the employers lie
before them. But if the past record of
struggle can be uzed az o guide for the
future of the trade union movement. one
need have no doubt about its ultbiniate
SUOrRE,
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