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I am writing about Algeria at a moment when Fascist thugs
of the so-called Seeret Army Organisation are still mur-
dering defenceless men, women and children too, in the “set-
tler cities™ of Algiers and Oran. No words that I know of can
really convey the maniacal horror that is now being endured
by the Algerian inhabitants of those two cities. It is as
though Sharpeville were happening every day, but on a plan-
ned and personal scale-at the hand of gunmen who boast of
their erimes and shout loudly in the cafes and the streets of
their intention to begin again tomorrow.
All the same, these ruthless Killings and woundings are the
last mad actions in a settlers’ battle that is irrevocably lost.

One should be clear on this point. While Algiers and Oran
undargo thair martyrdoms, the rest of Algeria prepares quiet-
Iy for independence and with little disturbing of the new-found
peace.

Ewven in Algiers and Oran it was fairly clear as early as the
end of March that the SBecret Army could not win, and that
its political allics on the French right had after all backed
the wrong horse. Algeria will soon be free. In what follows,
accordingly, I should like to discuss the conditions under
which this great act of liberation will take place, and offer
some remarks on the future of relations between a free Al-
geria and the rest of the world.
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he terms of the peace settlement that
was =igmed by the French Govern-
ment and the Algerian Provisional Gov-
ernment — “provisional” because, al-
though it represents the overwhelming
majority of all Algerians, elections have
still to be held — were the best that the
latter could get. They undoubtedly pro-
vide the substance of what countless Al-
gerian men and women have fought for,
and perhaps as many a2 a million have
died for, during the past seven years of
bloody colonial war. They secure full
and ungualified French recognition for
an independent Algeria. They extend
this recognition to the whole of the terri-
tory of Algeria and thus include the oil-
rich Saharan regions which the French
have tried hard to retain as a separate
French colony, apart from the rest of the
country, or at least as a “special area'
of their own. They give Algeria the right
to make its own Juture.

On th's basis the leaders of the Na-
tional Liberation Front (Front de Lib&ra-
tion Mationale, or FLIN for short) — Al-
geria's “"Congress” — had to make o
number of concessions. Some of these
are of little real importance. But one or
two seem likely to bear in no small de-
gree on the kind of economic reconstrue-
tion that will now be possible, and on
the extent to which the French Govern-
ment may still be able — by skilful use
of the economic weaponz of neo-colonial-
ism — to slow up the pace of revolution-
ary change in which the leaders of Al-
geria see their only real hope o) bu'lding
their couniry on a sound foundat on.

Military Bases

Let us first deal with the military
agreements. On their side, the French
committed themselves to reducing their
huge army in Algeria to 80,000 men with-
in a year of the French national referen-
dum on the peace settlement (this refer-
endum was held on April T): and these

soldiers must all be out of Algeria with-

in another year, Bo that after April 1964
the only French troops in the country
will be those who man four military
bases to whose temporary existence the
Algerians have agreed.

France is to retain her naval base at
Mers el Hebir, on the western Algerlan

coast, for fifteen years (the French ne-
potiators had asked for thirty vears or
more). She s also to have three other
bases for a period of five years (the
French side had wanted much longer):
at Colomb Béchar near the northern
fringe of the S8ahara, far inland from the
coast, and at In Ekker and Reggane in
the desert itself. Here, of course, the
French have their nuclear testing
grounds. They want to be able to go on
uzing them, at least for a time.

The Algerians are against any nu-
clear testing on their soil. Should
France be allowed to make such tests
in the Sahara® Long and hard-hitting
arguments took place over this point.
The outcome is unclear. There is no
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specific provision in the peace agree-
ment that allows France to use the Al-
gerian Sahara Jor testing nuclear de-
vices, and official Algerian statements
have suggested that no such permission
will be given. But the argument over
nuclear tests is certainly not vet over.

Minority Peoples

Sensible arrangements were made
about the future of the non-Muslim po-
pulation. The lecal European, including
a Jewish minority which has largely
thrown in its lot with the settlers from
France and Spain who form most of the
European tenth of the total population,
are to have three years in which to de-
cide whether or not they will opt for Al-
gerian citizenship. Those who prefer to
retain their French citizenship will then
be protected against discrimination by a
gpecial convention., There are some ob-
vioug and reasonable provisions for cul-
tural and religious {reedom. Europeans
who take Algerian citizenship are to be
assured of proportional representation in
all the politieal institutions of the coun-
try (although it iz not clear, at least to
me, exactly how thizs is Intended to
work).
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One of the mos=t remarkable and ad-
mirable aspects of the Algerian fight for
freedom, one should add, is the way in
which the Algerians have kept them-
selves free of blind hatred, even in face
of appalling provocations, There seems
to be no great reason even today, why
most of the non-Muslims now in Algeria
should not go on living where they are;
but the fact is that the race-hatred which
they have engendered in themselves will
probably drive many Europeans out of
the country, whether from fear or guilt
or squalid calculation.

The Control of Wealth

It is when one comez to the economic
clauses of the agreement that the full
pressure of French ambitions for a fu-
ture hold on Algeria may be seen. On
all these points the Algerian negotia-
tors had a tough struggle. Their nego-
tiating weakness lay in the fact, well
understood by the French, that Algeria
has been run as a colony and, as such,
is economically dependent on France, A
long period may have to pass bafore this
dependence can be thrown off. The Al-
gerians, accordingly, had to give ground.

In exchange for winning French re-
cognition of the Bahara as an integral
part of their country, the Algerians have
accorded a special position of privilege
to French economic interests there. Here
I cannot do better than quote from The
Economist which reported on March 24th
that: "All concezsions and permits grant-
ed up to now (in the Sahara) remain
valid. The French oll law remains oper-
ative. A mixed Franco-Algerian body
(with both partnerz equally represent-

agreed compensation'. Here again 1
should like to gquote from The Economist.
Commenting on this aspect of the peace
agreement; it pointed out that “from the
French viewpoint, this iz the baziz of the
whaole edifice. In its present structure,
Algeria is dependent on foreign invest-
ment for its development. Its exports
do not pay for imports and they are tied
to the French market. It iz in this de-
pendence that the French see ‘the guar-
antee of guarantees’. The principle of
non-discrimination would not be enough
to protect the privileged European min-
ority. What the French hope is that they
will be able to slow down the process of
transition in return for financial aid.”

{my emphasiz).

The Land and the Future

If we know turn briefly to the actual
gituation of this ravaged and misgovern-
ed country, and leok as well at the in-
tentionz of the Algerians themselves, we
ghall at once glimpse the full force of
this "“slowing down' idea.

Perhaps more clearly than any other
African country except Egypt, Algeria
shows the effect of impoverishment that

g ruthless colonial regime can exert. -

During the past century (the French In-
vaded Algeria 132 years ago), the whole
basis of the economy has been changed
to the direct and often terrible disad-
vantage of the mass of the people. Thus
the growing of wine for export has in-
creasingly supplanted the growing of ce-
reals for home consumption. While the
production of cereals is little higher to-
day than it was eighty years ago — and
the same stagnation applies to livestock

ALGERIA

ed) will supervise the management of
the Sahara’s mineral wealth. For the
next six yearz French companies will
have priority over others when applying
for exploration permits and other con-
cegsions. Finally, shipmentz of oil into
France and the franc area will be paid
dor in French francs.” While this means
that Algeria will benefit from large and
rapidly expanding cil revenues — Sahar-
an oil production may exceed 24 million
tons this year and top 50 million tons by
1866 — it 18 clear that the French will
continue, at least in the critical early
vears, to have a considerable influence
both on the pace of development and the
rate of exportable profits from oil oper-
ations,

This oil agreement is tied to a wider
gettlement on Franco-Algerian economic
co-operation. Algeria is to have her own
currency and run her own economic af-
fairg, But she will remain within the
franc area. Imports from France will
benefit from preferential terms, and,
subject to some limitations, the Algerian
Government will allow the free transfer
of funds from Algeria to France, Any
expropriation of French property will be
accompanied by “a just and previously
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— the Algerian people has become three
or four times more numerous. This
means that the amount of food per head
has suffered an enormous reduction, one
result of which may be seen in the huge
annual migration of Algerian workers to
France. Consequently, the first step to-
wards a healthy economy must be to cut
severely into the production of wine and
put the land thus liberated back into the
service of producing cereals and other
foods,

But most of the wine is produced by
European settlers, and it is these settlers
who have dormed the heart of resistance
to a free Algeria. It is their privilege
and position that the French Army and
Government have been trying to protect.
They occupy the best land in the fertile
seaward plains, and about one thousand
of them possess more than a third of all
the property in European hands. These
thousand landowners have about one
million hectares, while, at the other ex-

treme of poverty and near-starvation,
close on 400,000 Algerian peazant farm-
ers have to make do with less than
double that amount of land. Obviously,
a change of structure iz wvital. This

change of structure means a radical land
reform.

Towards New Life

The FLN have every intention of in-
troducing a radical land reform. They
have often sald so. Thelr official organ,
El Moudjahid, declared only last Decem-
ber that the recomstruction of Algeria
could take place only on the basis “of
4 genuine land reform which will allow
the introduction of a progressive struc-
ture of land ownership.”” This land re-
form ‘“‘must banizh eapitalist forms of
production by decisively limiting the size
of individual property.” And the paper
went on to explain that: "Whether within
the framework of family holdings, or
within that of much larger properties
taken in hand by the community, or by
the Btate, we must prepare for the col-
lective organisation of farming — alone
capable of improving the productivity of
the land by the use of modern methods
and means of farming."

How far will the Government of
France prove able to oppose this kind
of post-colonial reconstruction? How
far will rightwing Frenchmen succeed in
“slowing up" the pace of social and eco-
nomiec change? These are questions for
the future. For their part, the Algerians
will have plenty to say in the matter.
They have had time in these past seven
vears to work out their peacetime pro-
gramme, and they know what they want.
Nobody who has watched their struggles,
even from a distance, can believe that
they will rest content to accept the
undermining of their plans.

But the answers will partly depend, of
course, on the sort of political powers
which now become dominant among the
French themselves. So far as one can
tell at the moment, the crypto-Fascist
threat from the right (the regurgitation
of the old ideas and ambitions of Vichy
France) has been parried. But not yet,
a8 many believe, defeated. Beneath the
tall shadow of de Gaulle the old gang
of rightwing plotters have penetrated
deeply into the machinery of the State;
and it remains to be seen whether they
may not yet succeed in totally subvert-
ing the democratic structure of French
political life.

Whatever the answers may turn out to
be, however, I think myself that one
thing is already sure. No matter against
what opposition or obstruction, the Al-
gerians will rebuild and reconstruct their
country, They understand very well the
challenge of the peace they have won.
With wyouth and hope and high self-
sacrifice, they have come through fear-
ful trials and tests of character. They
will continue with what they have begun,
basing themselves on their three central
ideas of socialism, neutralism and unity
with their African neighbours. All this
will have its profound impact on the
whole continent., The achievements of
free Algeria open a new phaze in the
renaissance of Africa.
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BRITAIN THIUMPHS FOR NOW

When they were compelled to concede
the right of clections in Kenya in 1960,
the British Government introduced a
franchise which eliminated a large seg-
tion of the workers and peasants, hoping
that ‘better-off” and ‘more educated” Af-
ricans would vote for more ‘moderate’
candidates. Their calculations came o
naught, and KANU, with some 500,000
voters, emerged as the strongest party,
KADU, pet of the British Governor, ob-
taining only 150,000. Both parties had
pledged not to take office until Jomo
Kenyatta was freed — but KADU, with
British encouragement, jumped the gun
and formed a minority government with
the inclusion of Sir Michael Blundell (a
leader of the settlers who had only been
elected to the Legislative Couneil with
the support of KANT which he then im-
mediately deserted,) and supported by
other ‘members’ nominated by the Gov-
ernor.

In August 1961 the British Government
was compelled to release Kenyatta and
to gradually remove all the restrictions
on his political activities. Kenyatta
gtrove to unite the two parties, refusing
at first to join either in the hope that hy
doing so, unity would be more easily at-
tained. All his efforts failed because
KADU, under British influence, was not
concerned with forging anti-imperialist
unity but only with maintaining its pri-
vileged position as a minority govern-
ment and with preventing Kenyatta and
other militant leaders of KANU com-
ing to the leadership of the government.

Despite these manceuvres, the Britizh
government could not postpone indefin-
itely talks with the Kenya leaders who,
with the backing of their people, were
pressing for an early date for indepen-
dence, In fact, already last autumn,
Jomo Kenyatta, who had accepted the
leadership of KANU in Oectober, was
demanding independence by February
1862,

Time to Talk

It was in answer to this challenge
that the recent constitutional talks have
been taking place in London between the
British Government and representatives
of KANU, KADU, of the European Set-
tlers' parties, of the Indian Community,
and other groups. In preparation for
these talks Britlsh imperialism took a
number of steps, all of them ealculated
to put off the fixing of a date for inde-
pendence and to promote disunity with-
in EANT itself. The essence of these
steps was: first, to foster regionalism in
Kenva, next, to create a sense of inse-
curity, crizls and division in the coun-
try; finally, to work for a split within
EKANT,

For the past few months British pro-
paganda has been working full blast to
create a crisis atmosphere. There has
been a flight of PBritish capital from
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After more than seven weeks
discussions in London, the British
Government has succeeded in do-
ing what it set out to do — to put
oft the date for Kenya indepen-
dence, and to create fresh prob-
lems for the national liberation
movement of Kenya.

Henya (rumoured at £1 m. a month)
and constant panic-calls of ‘economic
breakdown'. Storiez of *Mau Mau' re-
vival have gone along with anti-commun-
ist hysteria and rumours of ‘secret com-
munist funds'. ‘Tales have been spread
that KANU is breaking up and that a
new party is about to be launched. The
British press has had a spate of articles
about the ‘impending secession’ of the
Somali peoples in northern Kenya, or the
‘erigig’ over the Kenya Coastal Strip and
the claims of Zanzibar., The future of
the Britizh base in Kenya, and the ques-
tion of the fate of land at present in the
hands of the European settlers — these,
too, have been utilised by British im-
perialism to place further difficulties in
the way of Kenya's independence,

It is against this background that one
has to examine the proposals of KADUT
for a regional structure for Kenya, as
well as the efforts to disrupt KANU,

Unity — or Federalism

KANU, with mass support from the
various peoples of Kenya, stands for a
united Kenva, for the “ormation of a
strong central government with adequate
powers to enable it to plan for the coun-
try’s development and to stand up to im-
perialism. KADU, with the full backing
of the Governor, has proposed a regional
federation which would give full scope
to tribal, separatist and parochial ten-
dencies, lead to disunity and leave Bri-

KE

But the British government seized hold
of the regional idea — which it undoubt-
e¢dly had a hand in sponsoring — and has
used it as itz main weapon to hold up
the date for Kenya's independence. The

Eritish Colonial Secretary, Mr. Reginald

Mauldling, wvisited Kenya in November
and, on the very day of his arrival, stat-
ed that “there could be wvery great ad-
vantages in a federation''—thus straight
away giving backing to the KADU plan.
A week later, in a fuller statement, he
rejected Kenyatta's proposed date of
February 1962 for independence, and
came out specifically in support of the
KADU's regional proposals, favouring
the idea of regional "governing authori-
ties” with “their own defined rights
which do not derive from the Central
Government.”

These statements foreshadowed the
aim of the British government — to use
KADT and its ‘regionalism' as a batter-
ing ram to force KANU into concession
after concession — even without a date
for independence.

The London Talks

The talks began on 14th February,
1962, Already in the opening days the
first erisis loomed. KADU, falsely
claiming to speak for “the minority
tribes”, refused to put forward its de-
tailed proposals unless the principle of
regionalism was conceded. It was part
of KADU's case that KANTU represented
only the main peoples, Kikuyu, Luo and
Kamba, and that the ‘minority tribes’
feared being dominated by these peoples
through & central government under the
leadership of Kenyatta and KANU.

KADU refused to budge from its basic
position, Mr. Martin Shukuku, general
secretary of KADU, goilng so far as to
threaten that his party were prepared

YA

tish imperialism in the background but
with deecisive control In its hands,

It was at the beginning of October
that KADU first put forward its plans
for a "regional government system"
which would establish five (now increas-
ed to six) regional governments in a
country of some seven million people.

“The details of the plan” said The Lon-
don Times “were worked out by KADU s
European associates.”

The launching of these proposals was
quickly followed by threats of *civil
war'' by KEADU leaders if their proposals
were not accepted. In reply, Kenyvatia
rightly warned:; “Regionalism leads to a
Congo situation and we don't want that
to happen in Kenya."

to do without national independence for
another ten years (!) if it did not get
its way over regionalism. KADU, clear-
ly inspired by the Eritish Colonial Office,
maintained this attitude of obduracy
throughout the talks — in relation to
regionaliam, to the question of a bi-
cameral system of parliament, to control
over land distribution, and to control of
police,

The aim of this stubbornness on the
part of KADU was two-fold. First, to
compel KEANT to make 'I:uncessim_la; and,
secondly, if that failed, to produce a si-
tuation in which the British Government
could claim that since there was no ag-
reement between the main African par-
ties themselves, the guestion of a date
for independence would have to be set
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agide. Beyond this, British imperialism
was hoping to isolate the most anti-
imperialist forces in KANU and to pro-
duee some new form of alliance between
KADU and the less resolute forces of
EANLU.

The Wrecking Crew

It is significant that, on the eve of the
discussions and during the first critical
week, a number of apparently inspired
articles and comments appeared in the
British press, all of them advocating and
talking of the possibility of a new coali-
tion of forces based on the ‘healthy’ and
‘moderate’ elements in both KANU and
KADU.

Thus Sir Michael Blundell, Kenya Min-
ister of Agriculture, wrote a special fea-
ture article in The Times (12.2.82), in
which he referred to "many men in both
parties who think alike", singling out
such men as Mr. Ngala and Mr, Muliro
in KADT], and Mr, Tom Mboya and Mr,
Gichuru in KANU, as being of this char-
acter. Then, after a number of attacks
against the militant Mr. Oginga Odinga,
and warnings against the “danger of
communism', Sir Michael made an ap-
peal for “a regrouping together of the
political forces dedicated to the creation
of & modern country."

The following day the Dally Mail car-
ried an article supporting 3ir Michael
Blundell's argument, and stating “No
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firm date for independence will be moot-
ed unless guarantees of responsible gov-
ernment are fortheoming."” (In English
political terms, ‘responsible’” means
“ready to co-operate with British Im-
perialism™). On this day, too, the Daily
Telegraph carrled a feature by Eric
Downton, stating that Mr. Mboya “is
considering a walk-out from EKANU"
and adding that “Mr. Ngala says he
would welcome such a move, and has
hinted he is prepared to discuss a politi-
cal realignment.'

This, and the talks which followed,
made it clear that the British Gowvern-
ment was working for such a new align-
ment, in place of independence — such
a coalition government ostensibly to be
‘om trial" but, in fact, intended to give
KEADT a longer leaze of political life by
allowing it to maintain governmental
status, There is no doubt that the for-
mation of the coalition government un-
der these conditions — and formed im
London, too, under the auspices of the
Eritish government (a completely un-
precedented actiom) — could pave the
way for the sort of political alignment of
HKADU with compromising elements in
KANU, for which the British ruling class
is obviously working.
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Mo Holds Barred

It is significant that Mr. Fenner
Brockway, the Labour M.P. sang the
game tune in the Tribune as Sir Michael
Blundell did in The Times, calling for a
“temporary coalition” which would
“bring new alignments within the par-
ties."

The London Times launched an extra-
ordinary attack against Jomo Kenyatta
in the final days of the talks, at a time
when the difficult questionz of land con-
trol and police were still unresolved.
Headlined “Kenyatta as Obstacle to a
MNational Government", the article not
only opposed the idea of Kenyatta be-
coming Chief Minister, but even called
for his removal from the leadership of
KANU. “It i= suggested in official
quarters that there can be »o solution
until Mr. Kenyatta has been removed
from his present position.” The article
ended with the significant remark that
“Mr. Tom Mboya, who is the only man
who could lead the neceszary breakaway
from KANU, would be willing to serve in
such a Government' (i.e. one led by Mr.
Mgala of EADLT).

Thiz incredible threat — which in fact
had been disclosed to British correspon-
dents at a briefing session on the eve of
the conference — was the trick card
which the British Government kept up
its sleeve all the time. On the one hand,
KADU threatened a walkout from the
talks and ‘civil war' at home; on the
other, there was the threat to pull out
Tom Mboyva and tear EANU into two,
the latter threat having the aim of fore-
ing KANLI's leaders to make conces-
slons in order to avoid disunity,

The Pay-off

As a result, the British Government,
through its puppet KADU, has achieved
hasically what it set out to do. This is
clearly seen if one examines the final
proposals put forward by Mr. Maudling
“to break the deadlock” — proposals
which have been accepted by both KANT
and KADU. On the question of Parlia-
ment: KADU wanted a two-chamber
system, KANT one chamber. Mr. Maud-
ling's proposal is Yor two chambers.
(Any constiftutional change affecting the
regions will have to secure 90 per cent of
the votes in the upper chamber, which
is based on regional representatives. In
effect, this means that a mere 11 per cent
of the upper chamber representatives
could block legizlation affecting the re-
glons as a whole.) KADU wanted re-
gionalism, KANU was against. Mr.
Maudling's proposals are for six regions
deriving their powers from the Constitu-
tion, not from the central Government.
These regions are to have their own ex-
clusive legislative, administrative finan-
cial and executive powers, and will have
a decisive control over land and police.

The details on the latter two questions
are of interest and significance., All
Crown lands and trust lands come under
the regional authorities, Scheduled land

{including the wvaluable White High-
lands) comes under a special central
land board; but this board is composed
of zlx regional nominees and omnly one
from the central government, plus an “in-
dependent’ chairman.

The police force, too, (which is a para-
military force, greatly outnumbering the
army) comes under regionmal control.
True, there is an Imspector General ap-
pointed by the Head of State; but each
regional contingent of the police will be
under & Regional Commissioner, respon-
gible to the regional authority. The In-
gpector General will not be able to post
any of his central reserve forces into a
region except at the request of the Re-
Eional Commissioner; no Central Gov-
ernment Minister will have power to give
directlons to the Inspector-General; and
even the central national security coun-
cil will be dominated, like the land hoard,
by regional nominees,

Mot the End — Mot Yet

And this is the basis on which it now
proposed to set up an inferim KANLU-
KADU coalition government. No won-
der the British press remarks that Mr.
Maudling was smiling on the final days
of the conference, and that Mr. Ngala
said that Mr. Maudling’'s proposals “give
us a very high percentage of what we
set out to fight for.”

Commenting on Mr. Maudling's pro-
posals, Jomo Kenyatta said: “We were
very disturbed that there was no men-
tion . . . about a date for independence.
All we want is our independence. That's
my only song, and I sing it every day.”

That is the song that the people of
Kenya are singing, too. But they will
find little zatisfaction in the outcome of
the London talks. British imperialism
has scored a temporary success. It has
delayed independence for Kenya, and
produced the framework of a constitution
which will prove a real handicap to the
government of an independent Kenya.

But the last work has not yet been
spoken, The people of Kenya — whose
real wishes were set aside by the British
Government In the recent talks — will
continue their struggle, determined to
have real independence at the earliest
opportunity and not be fobbed off with
its shadow.

|
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FOR UNITY AGAINST TERROR

It was on February 4, 1961, that the great people’s up-
rising against Portuguese fascism, for the national libera-
tion of the country, broke out in Angola.
yvears the main liberation movement, MPLA, headed by
Mario de Andrade, had vainly sought discussions and ne-

otiations with the Salazar regime, to bring about a peace-
ul transition to independence, the release of innumerable
Angola patriots from Portuguese jails, the withdrawal of
Portuguese troops. The only reply of Lisbon was to in-
tensify repression and sending masses of troops and PIDE

ANGOLA

For many

casualties.

(Salazar’s Gestapo) men into the territory.

Since then the people of Angola have been engaged in
a life and death struggle, With sickening brutality, fascist
Portugal is waging a war of extermination against men,
women and children.
NATO napalm bombs they systematically ravage villages.
The MPLA newspaper Unidade Angolana estimates that

“in two month’s operations there were 50,000 Angolah

Flying NATO planes and using

The Angolan people have been plagued
by internal disunity. Repeatedly MPLA
has called for & common front of strug-
gle for national liberation. Every time
their appeals have been ignored by the
UPA (Union of the People of Angola)
headed by Holden Roberto. UPA org-
anised its own army in the northern area
— ELNA the National Liberation Army
— backed by assistance from Kasavubu
in the Congo and Bourgiba in Tunisia. It
would not co-operate with the foreces led
by MPLA militants in other areas.

But recently significant developments
have taken place, which open the way to
unity of the Angolan people with pros-
pects of speeding victory over the Por-
tuguese imperialists and the liberation of
Angola.

Sickened by the tribalism, corruption
and outright treachery of the Holden
leadership the General Staff of ELNA
has denounced it and withdrawn all sup-
port from it, and appealed for the forma-
tion of a national front of liberation
“that would correspond sincerely to the
aspirations of the Angolan people, who
are impatient to free themselves from
the domination and slave exploitation of
the Portuguese and the traitor leaders
of the UPA."

The immediate cause of the break was
the assassination of Commander Joao
Baptista of ELNA by "elements of the
Mokongo people under UPA leadership.”
Baptista deserted from the Portuguese
colonial army in 1960 to join the national
liberation struggle, and according to &
eommunique {rom his colleagues lssued
from Bembe Barracks, Angola by the
Committee of the National Revolution,
he "always led military operations with
great heroism from the moment when
the armed struggle was launched up to
the time of his death by treachery . . .
He has received as a reward a horrible
death.”

At a press conference in Leopoldville
on March 3, the ELNA Chief of General
Staff, Commander Marcos Kassanga, un-
vells many sinister and treacherous acts
ofl the Holden Roberto leadership of
UFPA, charging it with turning the An-
gola revolution into a fratricidal strug-

PAGE SIX

THOSE LETTERS
AT A GLANCE

MPLA — People’s Movement ilor
the Liberation of Angola. Based
mainly on workers in Luanda
and other towns but supported
widely in the countryside. Pre-
gident: Mario de Andrade; secre-
tary: Viriato Cruz. "The MFPLA,
by far the most powerful in nu-

merical strength, organisation,
historical links and ideas, is
clearly not a movement to which
can be attached any of the tradi-
tional cold war labels."—"Poli-
ties of a Revolt'", by P. M. Pin-
heiro, London, Oxford Univers.ty
Fress.

UPA — Union of the People of An-
gola. President Roberto Holden.
“UFPA iz largely a peasant party
and itz strength iz confined to
the northern area of Angola, its
ties with the people of these
areas being tribal rather than

political,” — Pinheiro, the same
work.

ELMNA—National Liberation Army
of Angola, originally =supported
UPA but hazs now broken away.

LGTA — Trade Union movement
mafinly of Angolan workers em-
ploved in the Congo. Formerly
sponsored by UFA but has now
broken links with Holden leader-
ghip.

gle in which *“a figure appreaching 8,000
Angolans were savagely massacred by
tribalist elements of the UPA."

“Holden did not want to fight sincerely
for the liberation of Angola, but on the
contrary to impose a struggle on the
people to facilitate his pretensions to
impose the supremacy of his tribe, his
religion — protestantism — and the
French language.”
In this statement, for the first time,
Kassanga revealed that Holden was res-

ponsible for the murder of a MPLA
squad by UPA members under Holden's
orders.

“During the internecine struggle he in-
troduced into Angola, among the 5000
Angolan nationalists massacred on his
secret orders, we must distinguish the
case of Commander Tomas Ferreira
and his squad of 21 men sent into the
interior of the country by the People's
Movement for the Liberation of Ango-
la (MPLA) in order to strengthen na-
tional liberation. Commander Tomas
Ferreira and his companions were cap-
tured by UPA militants and barbar-
ously hanged.”

In the same statement, Commander
Kazsanga accuses Holden of converting
money collected abroad for arms for the
ELNA to his own personal use. He pro-
duced forged receipts “'to prove that the
supply of Tunisian material was acquired
by him at the cost of thousands of
francs'” — whereas In fact President
Bourglba and the Tunisian government
had supplied the material free of charge.

The statement concluded by calling on
all genuine patriots to unite in a national
liberation front, and on all African and
other friendly countries to withdraw sup-
port from Helden and instead to support -
genuine liberation movements.

Kazsanga's statement was followed
immediately by a similar policy state-
ment by LGTA, the trade union organi-
sation which had hitherto supported
UPA.

True Unity Brought Closer

Theze events, which have izolated and
exposed the Holden clique and resulted
in the loss of its army and its trade
unions, have in fact brought Angolan
unity closer than ever before. For it
was Holden and his associates who have
all along hindered and oposed unity; just
as it was the MPLA which all along has
been calling and working for unity, even
at the cost of maintaining silence on the
many disruptive and harmful activities
of the UPA leaders.

It is desply significant that the present

(Continued at foot of next column)
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" The Resistance in the Countryside

The people of Sekhukhuniland, of Pon-
doland, Nongoma, Zeerust, Middelburg,
Brakfontein, have been settled on their
land for generations. It is doubtful whe-
ther more than half a dozen of them had
ever heard such sloganzs as AWAY
WITH FPASSES or AFRIKA MAYI-
BUYE before 1956, They were concern-
ed then, as they are now, with wresting
a meagre living from the soil and with
trying to feed, clothe and educate their

children; a people who still treasure
ANGOLA

(Continued)

denunciation and exposure of the Holden
cligue comes not from the MPLA but
from within the ranks of UPA and its
military and trade union organisations.
In a last desperate attempt to retrieve

a situation which has become critical
for them,the Holden ¢ligue has announc-
ed the formation of a so-called ""Provi-
gsional pgovernment” with himself as
Prime Minister. The UPA itself has
dissolved and merged into a new body
which ecallz itself the “Front for the Na-
tional Liberation of Angola™. But the
name itself is designed to deceive, since
the "eabinet"” iz restricted to Holden
supporters and does not include either
the MPLA or even ELNA and LGTA
leaders.

According to Contact — April 19 —
basing itself on a report in the Mew Yark
Times — the Minister of Information in
Holden's cabinet iz one Rosarlo Neto.
According to the ELNA communique of
March 8 the zame Neto is well-known
a5 a propagandist for Salazar.

“Everybody knows from countless art-
icles that have appeared in Angola and
Mozambique in Portuguese newspapers
and journals, the activity of this Rosario
Neto as a propagandist and fierce defen-
der of the colonising work of the Portu-
guese and the faselst dictatorship of Sa-
lazar. We have these newspapers and
journals in our possesszion.'

A clue to the real nature of Holden's
““government’’ may be sought in the
nature of the journals which back it —
the New York Times and Contact, which
supported Tshombe and approved the
murder of Patrice Lumumba.

However, following the recent expo-
sure of Holden and Neto it iz very doubt-
ful whether this latest manoeuvre will
meat with any success in deceiving either
the Angolan people or well-informed
circles in Africa and elsewhere.

The likelihood 12 rather that full agree-
ment will soon be reached between
MPLA and all other patriotic Angolan
forces, including ELNA, which must
have the effect of raising the national
liberation struggle to new heights and
hastening the downfall of Portuguese
rule in this key African territory.
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their cattle as a sign of wealth and who
knew the dignity of a limited freedom
in the past.

Thiz freedom was certainly greatly
circumscribed in pre-Nationalist days;
but a man who ploughed his own fields
and had some say in the running of his
tribal affairs could still hold up his head.
He was not forever running the gauntlet
of the police, as in the cities, and treated
like a criminal offender against one of
South Africa’s myriad ‘anti-African’
Iaws. He could =till feel like & man.

The Old Order Passes

But the Government's determination
to organise and tidy and to rule with the
whip has changed things fast. The
people  of Sekhukhuniland revolted
against Bantu Authorities, those of Zee-
rust against passes for their women and
the deposing of their Chief, those of
Erakfontein, the Mamagamatlala,
against removal from a ‘Black spot' of
rich farming land in a predominantly
White area, They learnt that it was no
use trying to talk to the Government,
because the Government, like any erude
cowboy, talks first with a gun. But at
the same time they learnt how to strug-
gle for their few precious rights. They
used the law, expensive lawyers; they
disappeared into the hills; they even
crossed the borders. A bitter struggle,
bringing ever greater poverty and hard-
ship, but not always an unsuccessiul one,

Today the people of Bekhukhuniland
still have no Bantu Authorities: the Ba-
furutse are still on their land, and they
have learnt much about political strug-
gle — the vital need for unity, organi-
sation, how to withdraw in good order
when necessary — the immediate gain-
ing of small successes and the postpone-
ment of the basic issue. They are alert
and disillusioned about this Government
as never before,

In the past tribalism had many demo-
cratic Teatures. Although the women
did not participate in the kgotla discus-
gions that were the prelude to all im-
portant decisions, each man was able to
gay his piece; the Chief was finally ex-
pected to adhere to what all had decided
in unizon. The voting system was not
used simply because a thorough discus-
sion usually resclved outstanding differ-
ences, The land was shared out in this
way, communal work allocated and trib-
al levies decided on. The Chief was not
an autocrat.

The Mew Dictatorship

Today the old system changes before
the background of large-scale absentee-
ism by the men who leave the land that
cannot support them all or pay the taxes,
and look for work on the mines, the

farms and in the cities, The system had
already decayed a lot in the natural
course of social change. But the insis-
tence of the Nationalistzs and the Bantu
Affairs Department that a Chief must
support their policies has hastened its
ruin.

The kgotla iz now used for telling the
tribal group what decisions have been
taken on high for their supposed wel-
fare; those Chiefs who have refused to
co-operate, or who have supported their
people’s opposition, have lost their jobs.

Many, like Chief David Moiloa of Zee-
rust and Chief Mhlabuvelile of Pondo-
land, have been ordered to leave their
homes and go to some alien corner of
the country because they were ‘deemed
a threat to peace and security’. They
have been joined by dozens of ordinary
tribesmen.

Left alone at home, the families of the
banished men have suffered acutely.
Their land has been taken away, often
their huts have been burnt down, and
they have become dependant on what
little help they can get from friends and
relations.

But despite all privation the basic hos-
tility of the people to Government bully-
ing has not changed.

By force, as in Pondoland, and by the

.shnw of force, as in the recent Middel-

burg removal of the Baphedi tribe, the
Government has achieved ocutward ac-
quiescence for the moment, But the
mood off opposition is unaltered, the de-
termination to achieve a basic dignity
and freedom is greater than before, and
a loose alliance with the liberation move-

ment has become an important new fac-
tor.

Fighting Back

Pondoland iz the prime example of
this solid development of peasant resist-
ance to autocratic dictate. Passes and
the Betterment Schemes were old ene-
mies; but in 1960 they were coupled with
growing poverty, increazed taxes, and
the new despotism-from-on-high found in
the Bantu Authorities, The men of Pon-
doland decided that they had had enough.
They came together in their thousands,
using the old tribal methods once again
in their democratic form.

We reject Bantu Authorities, ‘Better-
ment', Bantu Education — we will no
longer pay taxes, they said. We will now
govern ourselves.

The struggle that followed is already
a part of our liberation history -— the
first real peasants’ revolt. It required
an army to subdue it, the imposition of
Emergency rule under which people
could be detained (and still are) for
months without a trial, the arming of
Government appointed Chiefs and head-
men, the spreading of terror by ruthless

{Continued overleaf)
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DEMOCRACY AND THE ONE-PARTY

Some people are astonished to discover
that, in Guinea, there Iz only one party,
a national party: the Democratic Parly
of Guinea, the P.D.G. It must be em-
phatically asserted that political unity
iz not a final objective; it iz only a
means of creating and sustaining a pro-
gressive movement, o means taken to
serve the general interest.

This unity can be maintained, can be
developed ,can effectively serve the na-
tional cause only so far as it means unity
of action by all the populations, mouilis-
ed in & dynamic manner, in support of
positive objectives and dedicated to the
constant reinforcement of the democratic
character of the evolution of the coun-
try. We can say immediately that the
life of a society, a community, a nation,
is not fundamentally regulated by laws,
decrees and deecisions. The life ¢f a
society is regulated vy habits, eustoems,
historical traditions amd the 1.cessities
of its maintenance and its development.

The most progressive, most revolu-
tionary law will remain impotent if it
has not been understood by the people,
if the mentality and the customs of the
people are opposed to the spirit and the
letter of the law.

Likewise, if the principles of the Party
have not been grasped by all the mem-
bers and, above all, by the leaders, the
party can only recite a list of its prin-
ciples without being able to translate
them into the realities of the day to cay
life of the natlon.

When we say that the Party struggles
for democracy, that the Party struggles
against colonisation, that the Party
struggles for unity of the country, all
this constitutes only a framoe, a spirit
which must be taken into account In the
daily activities and in the definition of
future actions.

The Pacple's Interests

There are two ways of looking at
everything. You can assess a thing in
relation to yourself, or in relation to
groups of things or to the public interest.

Our Movement, which iz a democratie
movement, must azsess supporters, lead-
ers and things only in relation to Its
political line and the Interests of the
masses, You know that Africa has al-
ways been a country with democratic
practices, but democracy is not ¢n end
in itself, it is also a means to the end.
Each day, it transforms itself, it evolves,
advances and retrogresses, all the while
conserving its democratic form.

Let us say that all men and women in
Guinea who are fifty years old will be
electors, and that they — and only they
— shall elect the deputies of the Nation-
al Assembly. That would be democratic
because no diserimination would have
been made., If we egaid, likewise, that
the members of parliament should be
elected separately by the varlous parts
of the population, civil servants, private
employees, women, peasants etc., that

STATE

would also be democratic because no
form of discrimination would have been
used. Taking for granted a few inher-
ent principles, all men are equal. There-
fore, democracy s not an object of a
unigque gquality, which you create. On
the contrary, democracy is a weapon,
a tool which you use in different ways
to serve ends no less different than the

ways.

From QOur Own Tradition

Africans are uszed to certain demo-
cratic forms because, in Ancient Africa,
it was the older people who spoke for the
country. One observes that when, in
the village, you explain the programme
of the party, it is generally the eldest
man in the village that answers Jirst, he
then yields the floor to the older Keita,
then to the older Camara, then to the
older Bangoura etc. But democracy, in
our party, 18 not a democracy of clan or

—=-
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This is the last of a series we
have published on this
subject.

It's author is
SEKOU TOURE
of Guinea.

of family. It is a fundamental demo-
eracy in which the whole population
directly and freely contributes to the ac-
tivities, to the enrichment of the values
in the country . Though we are all in
agreement about the democratic prin-
ciples fixed by the party, the former ex-
pressions of the soclal democracy which
are rooted in the life of the village, very
often influence supporters who believe
themselves to be authorised thus to vio-
late the new individual forms prescribed
by the P.D.G.

Indeed, democracy really has various
natures and can be interpreted in dif-
ferent ways according to whether it is
inspired by such and such a trend of
thought, such and such an objective or
such and such a social force. It is mot
necessary to go very far to discern the
various social conceptions which lay
claim to being democratic. Christianity
operates politically in the name of Chris-
tian democracy, the middle class in the
name of middle-class democracy, certain
social groups preach social democracy.
In other words, if democracy represents
a conception of the organisation of so-
cieties and of peoples, its real content
can be distorted or interpreted in dif-
ferent ways.

As far as we are concerned, we have
declared ourselves for as real, as com-
plete & democracy as possible, based on
the exclusive Iinterests of the people.
This is the only democratic form we re-
cognise, the only interpretation that we
give to the word “democracy.”

Form — and Content

Where does the difference between the
several governments of the various coun-
tries in the world lle?

The States differ by their significance,
their real spirit, their specific nature
and role they play in economic, social,
cultural and political fields. There are
democratic States and non-democratic
States, which can be distinguished from
each other by the importance of the part
played by the masses, by the extent of
the participation of the people in the
affairs of state.

But whether we have to deal with a
democratic or a non-democratic nation,
both are led by & man or & group of men
who exert power over the population as
& whole, This is dictatorship.

Dictatorship is a concentration of pow-
ers in the hands of one man or & group
of men, exerted over the people as a
whole, If we subseribe to this defini-
tion, we can say the driver of a wvehicle
imposes his dictates on the passengers
of the vehicle. In a trade-ynion, in a
youth league .in & women's association
or on an athletic team, such a dictator
rules,

Therefore, we should bear in mind that
natlons are democratic or non-democra-
tic but that, no matter what their na-
fure be, their trying to achieve pur-
poses which have been fixed in advance
necessarily implies dictatorship.

Democracy

Te define the nature of this dictator-
ship which exerts itself differently in de-
mocratic and non-democratic nations, we
must consider the objective conditions of
the practice of dictatorship in order to
determine the democratic character of
the nation.

If the authority of the Btate, the pow-
ers it holds, in & word, if the dictatorship
exerted by the government is the direct
emanation of the whole of the people,
dictatorship is of a popular nature and
the State iz a democratic State —
democracy being the exercise, by the
people, of MNational Soversignty.

Democracy is the power of the people
exarted by the people and for the people.
A democratic State is based on the will
of the people. Its programme is there-
fore necessarily consistent with the in-
terests of the people. Likewise, its force,
the powers it holds, the authority It
wialds, the discipline it imposes, in one
word the dictatorship it exerts a,re bas-
ed exclusively on the interests, the needs
and principles of popular sovereignty.

For each human society, democracy
always corresponds in its form, to given
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conditions, even exigencies, which de-
pend on the economic and social level
this society has reached. That granted,
democracy can be more or less advane-
ed. Democratic dictatorship, that is to
gay the concentration of the powers of
popular sovereignty on the level of the
people, can be more or less complete,
maore or less perfect.

The Many — Not the Few

Thus, a state in which the programme
of work, the power exercised, I8 deter-
mined not by the interests of a class, of
a fraction of the population, but exclu-
sively by the interests of the people in

its entirety, iz a democratic state.

This creates, at the level of the ad-
ministrators who exert the power, an
obligation to ensure a direct and free
representation of the population without
any =zort of dizerimination.

In a democratic state, the powers of
soverelgnty are held directly by the re-
presentatives whom the electorate has
frecly chosen.

Now, If the dictatorship is exerted by
a king, by a fraction of the population,
by a coalition of Interestz by an econo-
mic feudalism, and if any other interest
intervenes instead of the general inter-
est in the exercize of the powers of sov-
ereignty, the dictatorship ceases to oper-
ate In the interests of the people.

The State ceases to be democratic
when the dictatorship it exerts is based
exclusively on the interests of a king, a
social class, or any other group that Is
not the direct and free emanation of the
whole of the people. The difference in
the aim and in the structure of a State,
the different ways of exerting the pow-
ers of national sovereignty, determineg in
the end the democratic or non-democra-
tic form of a state.

Qur Dictatorship

Why has the P.D.G. chosen demo-
cracy, why has it endowed the state
with democratic institutions, why does
it exert on the national level, a dictator-

ship of the people?

In the history of nations and peoples,
we find States which have neither demo-
cratic forms nor structures, and yet the
interests of the people are safeguarded
as effectively as if they possessed demo-
cratic forms and structures, The man or
men exerting the powers of sovereignty
can casily exert them for the reaml and
exclusive benefit of the people,

In history, we find leaders that plac-
ed their own fortune at the disposal or
at the services of the populations they
administered, in order to bring them
more happiness, to improve their livingZ
conditions, Without being of a demo-
eratic nature, the sovereignty had, in
that case, effectz similar to those of the
sovereignty which is exercised in a de-
mocratic State.

But, and this is the important point,
the popular quality of the soversignty
exerted by a man or a group of men is
necessarily precarious because it can be
radically modified by the sole will of the
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man or group of men who exert it. What
is important is that, in such a case, the
people do not possess the right to exert
their sovereignty: they are subjected to
it without exercising it or controlling it.

We therefore see that democracy can-
not be defined in terms of the effects of
the exercise of Sovereignty. It can be
defined, as we have stated it already, in
terms of conditions in which the power
is exerted .

The People Rule

In a democratic State, sovereignty be-
longs to the national community. Thus
the sum of intelligence, the sum of
values, all the energies are mobilised for
the benefit of the whole nation, in order
to obtain as many means as possible to
further the evolution, create the best
conditions for the development of the
nation, ensure the maximum guarantees
with a view to the progress of the so-
ciety and the security of each of its
members,

Consequently, each person feels him-
self responsible because each one, in
every fleld of activity, has a share in the
destiny of the nation.

On the contrary, in non-democratic
States, and whatever may be the per-
sonal qualitiez of the leaders, whatever
their wish and determination to bring
everything into play to promote the hap-
piness of their people, the experience is
circumscribed by themszselves: once these
men have passed off the national scene,
the experience have passed off the na-
tional scene, the experience comes to an
end because it did not spring from the
nation itself, it did not proceed from the
will of the people.

On the other hand, you have demo-
cratically organised Btates which are led
by Ministers, members of liament,
Government people or officials who have
been elected according to various and
sometimes wvery complicated methods.

But the dictatorship which is practised
by these states is not democratic for the
reasons that it is exerted by a feudalism
or & coalition of particular interests, or
else by a clan or social class, It is a
kind of dictatorship that you might call
clannish or factional,

Democracy and Freedom

The first condition required by demao-
cracy is freedom. In order that men
should be considered as equal, in order
that they should be able to participate
with equal concern and equal feeling in
the life of the nation, they must first
be free. Without effective liberty, there
is, for men and societies, no possibility
of freely determining anything them-
selves.

But hoving won our freedom, we have
freely chosen a particular form of state.
It is the nature and the spirit of this
state that must be perfectly understood
and safeguarded by the leaders,

First, we state that our nation is de-
mocratic. This means that an office or
position that exerts a portion of the po-
pular dictatorship, does not belong to
anyone in his own right. Nobody can
claim possession of it because of his
name, his family, his birth, his wealth or
the degree of his education. Those who
are to exercise a part of the popular
dictatorship will be designated by the
people. It is the People who by demo-
cratic methods, will invest them with
authority, will grant them the power to
administer the whole or a part of its
property.

It may happen that a man who has not
been elected i= more efficient than one
who has; but it is the elected man with
political title to office who interests us,
because it is he who has the most power,
because it is he who comes from the will
of the people.

Thus, then, the only actual holder of
power is not a king, it is not a govern-
ment: it is the people itself.

THE LAAGER ... (Continued from page 13)

STANDING FIRM?

Considering that the Government is
pressuring its White opponents at every
turn, by withholding permits from busi-
nessmen and passports from ts eritics:
by reserving plum jobs for those who de-
clare their support for apartheld; by
pumping race hatred into the children
at school; by threatening the Jews and
the Christian churches: there is still a
great deal of opposition both opén and
covert to Government policies.

We look back to the vast numbers of
voters who opposed the Nationalist Re-
public at the Referendum in 1860; at the
large number of Whites who unexpected-
ly came out in support for a National
Convention in 1961; at the sizeable num-
ber of votes that the Progressive Party
has won at various elections for its radi-
cal policies; and one's perspective re-
mains optimistic. Even in the United
Party, a party which votes for every ma-

jor reactionary measure in Parliament,
there are still many elements who sup-
port the party line for tactical reasons,
not from conviction — they believe the
U.P. is the only party able to replace the
Nationalists, but fundamentally they fa-
vour concessions rather than outright re-
pression.

There are many other indications that
despite the fear and panic the National-
ists have sown among White South Afri-
cans, there yet remains a substantial sec-
tion of Whites who are opposed to Gov-
ernment resorting to a military solution
rather than a political one. Such people
may not be very vocal at present but
they are mevertheless to be found in
many walks of life, in many organisa-
tions, political and others, and it is still
possible that they will yet come out in
the open.

Whether they do so or not depends to
a large extent on what we do to encour-
age them.
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. THE TITANS - LOCAL
| AND FOREIGN

‘ By &. FASULO

he March, 1962, Economic Newsletter
izsued by the Government's Infor-
mation Service reports a speech by Mr.
M. D. Banghart, vice-president of New-
mont Mining Corporation of New York,
who said that the ecopomic advantages
of South Africa are greater than the
risk. That is why an investment pro-
gramme of R18 million for Tsumeb Cor-
poration in Bouth-West Africa and RS
million for the O'oklep Copper Company
in the Cape has been decided upon. Both
of these companies are administered by
Newmont and financially controlled by
Newmont and American Metal Climax
Inc. with the Union Corporation having
a finger in the ple. “We know the people
and the Government and we back our
convietlon with our reputation and our
dollars,” Banghart also pointed out that
American firms which do business in
South Africa make an average profit of
27¢¢ on their investments.

This is much higher than the profits
such companies could hope to make at
home in America. So long as the rate of
profit remains high and the government
seems able to keep the people under con-
trol many foreign capitalists will con-
tinue to come here, This is not only true
of the frankly money-grubbing Bang-
harts, either. For example, Rubery Owen
from Britain is too pious to let the cars
of British Racing Motors which he fin-
ances run on Sundays. He also claims
to run all his businesses on Christian
principles. This did not stop him from
opening a R2i million car parts factory
in Port Elizabeth in co-operation with
the state-capitalist firm Vecor recently.

Cash and Conscience

The hard and the soft capitalists do
differ in their reactions to “unrest”,
however. The working capitalists who
are often hard, robber-baron types Keep
thelr eves fixed on the proiits and don't
scare easily. The soft ones, the conser-
vative financlers and the small investors,
are relatively insulated from the harsh
facts of life as experienced by those of
their class who do the dirty work. These
timid people, especially the small ones,
took fright at Sharpeville and the de-
parture from the Commonwealth. None
of the capitalists-on-the-spot seems to
have withdrawn, however. Engelhard,
the precious metals king, Yor example,
cannot give up his holdings in platinum
and gold mining without losing control
of a part of his raw material supplies.
and many others have other technical
reasons for staying even if things get
a bit rough.

The loss of confidence of many over-
seas investors in the 8.A., government in
1960 and 1861 caused a major drain on
the country’'s finances. This forced the

MWELVE

government to introduce a ban on the
withdrawal of foreign sghare holder's
money. Thiz has seriously damaged the
credit of the govermment and business
with private overseas investors. The
economic strength of the government and
the economy, however, im so great that
in every three month period during this
time production was either maintained
or Inereased.

In December, 1861, the 8.A, Reserve
Bank published a supplement to their
Quarterly Bulletin of Statistics entitled
“"The Forelgn Liabilities and Assets of
the Republic of South Africa, 1656-60."
This gave the following figures for for-
cign capital invested in 8.A.

This is the second of a series of
articles. At the end of the series
the relations between the various
groupings will be discussed. Read-
ers will therefore find it useful to
keep the articles for future refer-

Bnce.

total foreign investment in 8.A. mining.
This is an aspect of the situation which
has led some people to describe B.A. as
a szecondary imperialist country. The
total net outflow of capital in 19680 was
R140 million and in 1961 it was R&3 mil-
lion according to the Reserve Bank Bul-
letin for December 1861, ‘This is a mea-
sure of the foreign investors alarm at
Sharpeville.

Some ldea of the policies being follow-
ed by forelgn capital in this country can
be gained by observing the behaviour of
certain of its prominent representatives,
8Sir Francis de Guingand heads the S.A.
Foundation and pericdically brings his
old chief, Montgomery, out fo pronounce

Dollar Area (America, ete.)

Other Areas ... ... ... .

Total

— —

Sterling Area (Britain, ete.) .. . . ...

OEEC Area (Western Europe) ... . R

end of 1954 end of 1940
! E1,870 million R1,972 million
..... G4 m 623 m
402 m 469 m
168 m 13 m
R2,782 m. R3.07T m.

Mo others are zignificant although Jap-
an just recently has begun to be im-
portant.

Foreign Capital

This capital is concentrated in cer-
tain sectors of the economy. Banking and
insurance are dominated by mainly Bri-
tish capital, and foreign capital is dom-
inant in certain branches of industry.
For example electrical engineering is
dominated by American, Britizsh and
Dutch firms. The Instrument Manufac-
turing Co. is the only 8.A. firm of im-
portance. Transportation equipment too
is foreign dominated: cars, tyres, petro-
leum and railway rolling stock. However
the state-capitalist firms Sasol and the
8.A.R. & H. are becoming big producers,
here. In mining there are large foreign
holdings although 8.A. capital is becom-
ing much more important. The Reserve
Bank's figures show a decline in total
foreign investment in mining from R80T
million in 1968 to R8T1 million in 1960 due
to declines in British, American and
“other" investments and despite a 13%
increase in OEEC investment. In con-
trast forelgn investment in manufactur-
ing, commerce and in financial organisa-
tions increased while it decreased in the
remaining branches of the economy from
1956 to 1960. The distribution of foreign
capital in 1960 was: mining RE71 m., ma-
nufacturing Ré09 m., commerce R3T1 m.,
finance R511 m., “other'” R181 m.

In 1860 5.A. capitalists had invested
E&99 m. in foreign countries. Thus 8.A.
capitalists had investments in other
countries equal to 209 of all foreign in-
vestments here and this waz greater than

all things to be well here. Engelhard
in his annual reports to share holders
mentions the need to adopt policies which
shall be acceptable to the world, but is
considered to be a good capitalist by the
Nats and he brings capital into the coun-
try. He too is on the B.A. Foundation
which strives to make the 8. A. govern-
ment and itz policies appear more at-
tractive especially in BEritain, America
and Western Europe. 8ir John Maud,
the British High Commissioner has
achieved the remarkable feat of making
it appear that Britain is afraid to antag-
onise the 8.A. Government. This iz of
no great consequence except that it helps
to maintain the Nat politicians' insanely
exaggerated idea of their power in the
world. Altogether the picture presented
by foreign representatives of capitalist
countries in Bouth Africa iz of men who
are a bit perturbed about some things
but who are prepared to go along with
the Government 2o long as it is success-
ful. How these attitudes will change as
the struggle develops remains to be seen.

In the meantime there is a rapid
growth of co-operation between foreign
firms and state capitalist enterprises
(Fizons and SBasol for the production of
fertilisers and chemicals, Vecor and Ru-
bery Owen for the production of car
chassis and wheels, Vecor and Babeock
and Wilcox for the production of boilers,
Sasol and several tyre companies for the
production of synthetie rubber, ete.)
This development is strengthening the
co-operation between foreign capitali and
the MNats.
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The Nationalists came to power flog-
ging their slogan of the “"Swart Gevaar"
and promising that only they could bring
gecurity and peace of mind to White
South Afriea. The years have gone by,
one Prime Minister and Volksleler sue-
ceeding another, and their promised mil-
lenium is as remote as ever, White South
Africa is far more insecure than it has
ever been, and fear and worry is turning
the fruits of White domination sour.

To cover up their fallures, the Nation-
alists have chosen Dr. Verwoerd as the
confidence man to play on the minds of
White South Africa, to befuddle them
and drive them to bewildered helpless-
ness. Dr. Verwoerd's technique is a fa-
miliar one, yet nonetheless effective. He
uses the typical Hitlerian tactics of war
talk, tough suppression of the opposition,
interspersed with occasional mildness
which catches his opponents on the
wrong foot.

THE ‘PLAN'

In the last few years in particular, as
the ‘promised land' of white safety has
receded further and further, and the
weakness of the white man become more
and more obvious, the Government has
turned increasingly to shock tactics to
keep the patient under control. It has
thrown the country into election after
election, it has come forward with one
gcheme after another, all in an effort to
maintain the bluff that ‘Dr. Verwoerd het
'n plan’.

The most recent bombshell that they
threw among the voters was the sudden-
ly urgent threat of war announced so
dramatically by Minister of Defence
Fouche in the Senate recently. The ef-
fect of the speech was to throw White
South Africa into a panic and to inten-
sify the ‘last ditch' mentality that is
slowly enveloping the majority of white
South Africa, Dr. Verwoerd's later at-
tempt at lowering the temperature
(meant mainly for overseas consump-
tion ?) had little effect, as everyone knew
that whatever the facts of the military
gituation, a large Increase had been vot-
ed in defence expenditure, ;and the mili-
tarisation of South Africa had been giv-
en a sharp prod forward,

It would be silly self-deception to un-
derestimate the effect that the constant
warnings of approaching danger have
bhad on white South Africans. The inces.
sant political legislation since 1948, the
toughening up of the Police Force, the
linking of police and military commands,
and a steady stream of propaganda has
pulverised wavering Whites, and the
doors of the laager are becoming invit-
ing. Here, perhaps peace of mind can
be found even if at the expense of one's
democratic beliefs, one's civil liberties,
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“Will You Gome Into My Laager...?”

By BEN TUROK

one's home language and one's self re-
spect.

THE HANDS-UPPERS

Englizsh speaking South Africa, which
not =0 long ago was showing signs of
putting up a fight in Natal, is erumbling
before the Nationalist juggernaut. In
recent weeks — perhaps as a result of
the Fouche speech — one organisation
after another, has gone out of its way to
invite a Nationalist leader to address
them, or to open their conference or their
meetings. The 1820 SBettlers Association,
a body which should be licking the
wounds of insult which have been heap-
ed by Nationalists on their members and
supporters, chose Dr. Verwoerd to ad-
dress them. The Natal Chamber of
Commerce feted Eric Louw — lifelong
racist and expert mudslinger — and
warmly welcomed him to their annual
dinner. The Johannesburg City Coun-
cil, over whom the Government and Na-
tionalist Provincial Council maintainz a
watchdog commitiee, now wants to grant
the Freedom (only MNats are now entitled
to Freedom) of their City to Mr. Swart,
President of the Republie.

We can go on and on, enumerating in-
stances of people who should be glower-
ing with anger, steadily sinking their
pride and seeking to make their peace
with the fearsome Dr. Verwoerd., Yet,
such a cataloguing of cowardice will not
help us evaluate truly the political situa-
tion, nor will it help us to adopt correct
policles. It could lead us into defeatism
and perhaps passivity in relation to the
Whites as a whole, instead of guiding us
to a useful and constructive policy.

In other words we ought not allow
ourselves to be depressed and over-
whelmed by the fact that the National-
ists are succeeding in smashing the
White opposition — far better to do even
more to counteract their influence.

FIGHTING BACK

Our first thought iz that the advance
of Fascism is hateful, and we must op-
pose it wherever it rears its head and
more particularly where it shows =igns of
miaking headway. Ewven under the most
haopeless conditions (and ours are far
from hopeless) the Hitlers, Salazars and
Verwoerds of our epoch must be hamper-
ed at every turn, thus preparing the way
for their eventual defeat. In the SBouth
African context this means that not only
must the main forees of opposition —
the Non-Whites — be mobilised, but that
the reserves of Fascism, the White pub-
lic, must be discouraged from following
the reactionaries.

Dr, Verwoerd knows the Importance
of lining up supporting forces, hence his
constant pleas for White unity. He also

knowz that the existence of a critical
White epposition has severely hampered
the Government in the past, and could
be a great obstacle to the further mili-
tarisation of South Africa. So we find
that constant attacks are made on the
White opposition to foree it to fall into
line. This is not an easy task for the
Nats, for if they go too far their attacks
may actuially consolidate the opposition
instead of weakening it. Hence, the
hammer blows are alternated with sooth-
ing noises, s0 that the Whites, punch
drunk, drop their defences and slowly
gravitate towards the MNationalizts, But
for many, conviction is still absent, and
their support for Verwoerd is rather that
of a patient who is being conditioned
than that of enthuslastic follower. Such
support may yet prove to be unstable
and wvacecillating when put to the test;
it is our duty to sece that it does so.

WHITE DIVISIONS

The Congress movement has always
held that the Whites of SBouth Africa are
far from being a homogeneous group.
This being the case, it should be possible
for us to find some sections which will
co-operate with the Non-Whites, both
while in opposition, and, more likely still,
when the Non-Whites hold political pow-
er. We recognize that the bulk of Whites
have their permanent home here, and
that even after liberation, they will re-
main here. In that event, there will be
tremendous problems of readjustment; it
will be vital that a political organisation
of Whites iz In existence which can set
an example in co-operation with Non-
Whites, thus easing the tensionsz that are
cortain to exist,

We can expect too, that a Government
of Liberation will also have to deal with
pockets of resistance perhaps not too dis-
similar from the Algerian 0.A.8., and
that tremendous efforts will have to be
made to isolate these elements politically
from the rest of the White population.
Already some Nationalists are saying
that they will ensure that even if defeat-
ed they will see that no Government of
Liberation 15 able to rule. Minister
Fouche may have been hinting at this
when he sald in Parliament (Hansard p.
3415, No. 10), "I want to tell anyone who
wants to attack us: They may over-
whelm us with their superior force, but
those who tackle us will suffer extremely
severe losseg If we stand together."

I started out by polnting to indications
of a decided swing towards the Nation-
alist laager. Yet there is also a con-
trary movement, which though not any-
where near as large, is nevertheless most

significant under the present circum-
stances.

{Continued on page 11)
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THE DECLINE OF EDUCATION

Wherever education is free to develop, a country makes rapid progress but, when the educational system is

backward, the country stagnates or declines. In every country where the government has interfered
with education or has tried to tie education to a reactionary ideology, the country has been severely handi-
capped. Nazi-Germany, Italy under Mussolini, Franco-Spain are vivid examples of the maxim that educa-
tion collapses when tied to the ideology of a fascist party.

How does South Africa stand up to the test of education? In this, the first of two articles on the sub-
ject, a prominent educationist deals with

“THE STANDARDS GO DOWN”

All education in South Africa s di-
rected towards one end — the continued
supremacy of one section of the popula-
tion.

In an advanced technological society
(the most advanced in all Africa) a small
section of the community is trained to
provide all the technical requirements of
a population of 15 millions.

Up to the present time the whites,
who constitute only one-fifth of the po-
pulation, have provided all the engineers,
nearly all the scientists, all the dentists
and pharamsists and nearly all the doc-
tors.

And for the whites there is compulsory
free education, which allows every white
child the opportunity for advancement in
an cconomy where the matriculation cer-
tificate is a compulsory requirement for
advancement in commerce and industry.

But even here the standards are false
and we must pause to look at these, be-
cause, in facing the bigger (and more
pressing) problem of African, Colourad
and Indian education, we often tend to
overlook the fact that all is not well even
in the white section of education.

The standards of ""White" education

As comparisons of educational stand-
ards in South Africa always refer to the
standard reached by the white child, it
is necessary to say at the outset that
white education is sick and choking to
death.

At no time has education in South Af-
rica achieved a very high standard. The
products of our schools have always
lagged badly behind those of Western
Europe or of Russia. The average pro-
duct of our school system has been dull
and incapable of further advance. AS
the aim in South Africa has always been
to maintain white supremacy, the white
child has been pushed beyond his capa-
city. Many who should have left school
at an early standard were kept at school,
pushed into higher classes, pampered on
a diet of sport and low educational re-
quirements in order to prepare them for
their life in a ruling group. They learn-
ed to despise manual labour and to aspire
to positions that could be guaranteed
only by skin colour and not by merit.

Our white educational standards are
twenty years behind the times (or maybe
even more). Our average matriculant
has no cultural background and no heri-
tage of achlevement through solid work.
More often than not he is mentally lazy
and falls to show the initiative that could
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be expected after twelve years of school-
ing. It is almost as If our educational
requirements are kept low to allow a
maximum number of whites to achieve
a standard of education that “‘proves™ a
false superiority.

In some respects the backwardness of
our educational system stems from the
nature of capitalism. Our schools are
not worse than many in America and
Europe. Our universities have produced
many top-ranking graduates. But our
best students often lag behind when they
go to Europe for further training, be-
cause the foundation they received here
has been 20 poor in 50 many respects.

Recent avents in "White" education

Events over the past ten years have
led to a decline which is accelerating.
Education of the whites has gone from
bad to worse. With the inliltration of
Christian MNational Education into -the
schools there has been a continuous drop
in standards, partly due to changes in
the curriculum and partly due to the
drop in teaching standards.

The introduction of CNE has been pre-
ceded by the foisting of ‘Race Studies’'
(a pernicious system designed to bolster
the feeling of white superiority) and of
‘Bocial Studies’ (a course for primary
sehools that builds narrow patriots of the
type, “my country right or wrong'').

This is being followed by the proposed
‘Education Advisory Council' Bill which
will regiment every teacher and child and
see that narrow parochialism is ensured.
There Is no doubt this will be followed
by laws determining what should and
should not be taught. How long will
narrow Calvinism allow teachers to in-
struct students in those ‘pernieious’ sub-
jects that allow possible discussion of
evolution and other ungodly subjects?

The list can be added to endlessly.
Married and experienced teachers are be-
ing displaced, despite the drastic short-
age of qualified teachers. Afrikaans tea-
chers are taking over in English medium
schools, bringing with them the ideolo-
gies of white natlonalism. Teachers with
lower gualifications than ever before are
being trained; locally-written books
{that display an amazing illiteracy in
their subjects) are prescribed to replace
better written ‘foreign’ products; library
books outside official restricted lists are
forbidden and so on ad nauseam.

Three years the so-called ‘open
Universities' were ordered to close their

. rlean students.

doors to non-Whites and tribal colleges
were set up.

The problem of the ‘open Universities'
is a chapter in itself. These universi-
ties were never open in the fullest mean-
ing of the word. They allowed only a
limited number of Africans into some
of their faculties. They barred open so-
cial mixing, keeping all the prejudices of
white South Africa by disallowing the
use of the swimming baths, sports facili-
ties and social entertainments to the Af-
But, partial as it was,
the opening of their gates to the non-
whitez waz a step forward — even if a
very timid step. Their philosophy was
suspect — that ofl ‘taming’ the non-white
intellectual, of making him a respecable
member of the given soclety and of
curbing his possible radicalism.

Since the closing of the gates, the
universities have suffered in many ways.
Mot only has the best of African stud-
ents been debarred, but there has heen
no arrival of lecturers or professors from
overseas to help build up local standards.
On the contrary many of our best lec-
turerz and professorz have migrated to
find personial rellef from the stultifica-
tion that has accompanied the closing of
the doors.

The lowering of standards of appoint-
ment to the universities has led to a real
lowering in many branches and faculties.
Second grade profeszors — and their
number will grow — inevitably mean
gecond grade students. It means the
lowering of the concept of pure study,
of unfettered investigations and prob-
ings.

The standards are going down at all
levels, though the results will become ob-
vious only over a period of years, since
there iz not yet full control over all the
teachers and all the lecturers. Many
will try to maintain the standards, some
will even try to raise them. This, how-
ever, 18 only a rearpuard action which
must fail if Nationalist party control
continues for any lengthy period.

The overall effect will and must weak-
en our entire education system. There
must be no illusion: the powerful influ-
ences behind the government (the Broe-
derbond, the Church etc.) will eat away
at any remnants of the existing system.
They will force their policy on the sys-
tem, controlling the teaching and the
subject matter, until their ideology is
Tully implemented.

It is only a matter of time — and
time is running short.
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|NEW WRITING |

ndrew arrived in the brightly-lit but now empty fover of
Milner Court and briskly mounted the staircase to the
second floor. He felt much better after his talk with Abe.
Rejuvenated to a certain extent. Andrew hummed “De Little
Black Bull" to himself. A real dependable guy. One felt
fresh after speaking to him. De Little Black Bull went down
to the meadow. At the same time it was advisable to be cau-
tious of the other white tenants, Coloured men just didn't
visit unmarried white girls at ten in the evening. De little
black bull went down de meadow. Long time ago. He reach-

ANDREW ... An Excerpt

By RICHARD RIVE

ness. He brightened however when he found a note pinned to
the door, Dear Andy — he wondered why she always called
him Andy — See my letter box in the foyer. He tore off the

note then crumbled it in his pocket. In her box he found an
envelope addressed to him., Andy, I've been visited by two
members of the Political Branch who asked me a lot of per-
sonil questions. I waited until 9 and then decided to try and
find you in Grassy Park. This note iz in case we miss each
other. Enclosed please find the key. Let yourself in and

ed her flat, 19, and was dizsappointed when he found it in dark-

8o the bastards had already been to
her, What the hell was all the {uss
about? His gaiety was suddenly dam-
pened and he was back in the world of
charges, and gaolings.

He let himself into her flat when he
saw that nobody was watching, and
switched on the light. Her bed-sitting
room was tastefully furnished with Se-
kotoz and Irma Sterns on the wall. Her
books ran the length of one side. Dr. du
EBois, de Maupassant, Gorki, Steinbeck,
Howard Fast. The record player was
positioned next to a comfortable couch,
almost smothered with coloured pillows.
The room led through French doors to a
balcony giving & view of the University
and the mountain. A kitchen and blue-
tiled bathroom made up the rest.

He decided firstly to freshen up and
have a shower. He felt a pleasant
warmth creeping over him as water
poured down his neck and over his tired
body. He raised his head and allowed
the stream to splash im hiz face. He
wondered what they could have asked
Ruth. They were really hot on his trail.
First Grassy Park then here. What the
devil for? Having the wrong friends?
The wrong ideas? Being in love with a
white girl? A security risk? A pro-
genitor of the P.A.C. Campaign? Whom
the Gods wished to destroy they first
make mad. He dried himself vigorously,
and then felt extremely hungry. Even
ravenously =0. He hadn't eaten all day.
Unskilfully he eut bread, warmed the
cofiee and heated the pan to fry eggs.
He decided to have two, no three. He
found some tomatoes in the refrigerator
and sliced them up, then settled down to
his meal. A Congress notice, faded and
brown, was pinned behind the door, call-
ing for a boycott of Nationalist-controll-
ed products. The list of goods not to be
bought followed.

He felt much hetter after he had eaten.
Feeling fresh and contented he went
back to the main room to wait for Ruth,
Through the door he could see the lights
of the Univerzity set against the black
masgs of Table Mountain, He could make
out Jamieson Hall and the Residences,
little dots of light against the mountain,
Andrew poured himself a brandy and
mixed it with soda. Thee was an un-
read Argosy on a couch but he felt in no
mood to read. Music, ‘That was it
Her record cabinet was at the =side of her
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wait Ruth,

Richard Rive, is a Cape Town
writer who has had shert stories
published locally as well as in coun-
trias such as the United States of
America, England, Australia, [faly,
Sermany, Sweden, Switzerland,

Migeria. These have appeared in at
least five different languages. His
collection, "African Songs" which

contains many prize-award and

best-recommended stories, is to
appear at the end of the year in
English, Swedish, and ltalian.

This piece, tiled "Andrew’ is an
excerpt from his first novel, recent-
ly completed, "Emergency"”, which
has already been accepted for
publication in English, Swedish and
Italian. Richard Rive will be bet-
ter known to Fighting Talk readers
under the pseudonym, Richard
Moore, which he has used in con-
tributions to this magazine in the

past.

player. Smetana. He knew the work
backwards. Moldau from Ma Viast, My
Country. Patriotic musie, the stirring
of national consciousness. A firm fav-
ourite of his. He opened wide the French
doors and a slight breeze smelling of
pine blew in. He positioned and started
the record and switched off all the
lights. Then he settled back comfort-
ably on the couch with his brandy. He
had always played it at Abe's place. He
had read somewhere that Smetana, like
Liszt found a bold solution, showing that
music might alse be brought inte touch
with the intellectual movements of the
time — and enabled to play its part in
the fight for progressive ideas which
could give a better, freer impulse to the
life of Europe. How erudite and learned.
Yes zir, as Abe would =ay, what we need
in this country ls the development of all
indigenous cultures {or the furtherance

of a truly South African art form. Two
solo flutes descriptive of the River Mol-
dau starting from its source high up in
the forests of the SBumava. Yes, he knew
every part of it, recognised every instru-
ment, every note. Hell, waiting for the
strings to take up the motif in {he mid-
dle of pass-burnings and rioting, while
on the run from the Special Branch.
Fiddling while Rome burnt. The swell-
ing of the mood indicative of rustie re-
velry. Country folks dancing and sing-
ing at a rural wedding. The green banks

of the Moldau strewn with the dead of
Sharpeville and Langa. And waiting in
a flat for a white girl he loved passion-
ately and sensuously. Then with Ruth
through Prague to Vysehrad where the
river broadenz into a wide, majestic
stream. Flooding like the crowd at the
Langa funeral. Black faces stretched
from bank to bank. Dignified but dan-
gerous under the unruffled stillness. Like
the water at the deep-end of Hanover
Street swimming baths, And then the in-
crease in vigour and tempo as the Mol-
dau shoots over the St. John's rapids. A
sudden eruption from placidity. Start-
ling and ominous, like a crowd suddenly
turning dangerous. Defiantly burning
their passes. Uncontrollable like the
South Easter whipping around Tennant
Street corner. Or his mother's temper.
Controlled anger for which he could not
be held responsible. Which could bring
death 13 years before on a windy day.
Long time ago, long time ago. De little
black bull went down de meadow, long
time ago. With the smell of sweat and
wine and decaying vegetables in his nos-
trils. District 8ix. Ma Vias. My coun-
try. EBEased on National stores and a
grand, spacious, heroic theme which runs
through the music. The brandy needed
more soda. Why the hell wasn't Ruth
back yvet? Wonder what Mrs. Carollisen
would tell her? The music becomes en-
riched harmonically and melodically and
passes into a long coda, and is carried
forward to a last view of the distant
river a8 it sweeps unrelentingly forward
to the sea. Down to de sea. Long,
long time ago. When de little black bull
went down de meadow, long time ago.
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TIME FOR AN ALL-OUT ATTACK ON

THE COLOUR BAR STAGE

By L. N. TERRY

It is time the eurtain went up on South
Africa's theatre colour-bar. And what
we necd is a straight presentation of the
facts and rather less behind-the-scenes
prompting.

It is true that we have had many ges-
tures of protest — by Individualz and
groups — but what we need i= a con-
certed heave to lift this race-bar: up to
now we have only had rehearsals.

There have been several try-outs, pio-
neering and even courageous, at lifting
the racial pall which asphyxiates our
theatre — King Kong, King of the Dark
Chamber and Blood Knot were each, in a
different way, an attempt to break
through — but until we have an organis-
ed campaign and a concerted effort, we
ghall not achieve a great deal.

To most of us, the facts are familiar,
There are regulations forbldding mixed
audiences, others forbidding mixed casts,
and still others insisting on secparate
black-white toilet facilities! The result
is that most overseas artists and produc-
tions are seen by whites only, or can only
he seen by non-whites under conditions
of the strictest apartheid. And most
South African productions are confined

~ with or without regulations — to all-
white audiences.

EQUITY AND RIGHT

The outside theatre world is aware of
some of thig (it will only know all when
we make that concerted effort to lift the
curtain on our colour-bar) and, in the
case of Britain at least, has shown its
disgust. Equity, which controls the
great majority of British artists, has in-
ajsted that its members perform in South
Africa only if performances could also
be given to non-whites. (The original
text of the resolution was stronger, but
was watered down by some of our own
misguided do-gooders). Now it is pre-
paring, this month, to adopt a stronger
resolution — and one that should have
the backing of us all. It will insist that
all performances by Equity artists in
South Africa must be before multi-racial
{unsegregated) audiences.

Since South Africa’s racial policy will
not — for some time yet — alter on the
question of segregation, this condition
will not be met and we will be driven
further into the cultural desert. It is
the logical end of apartheid in this, as
in all other spheres.

This ralzes the guestion: should we
provoke this isolation? Must we stop
trying to salvage what little we can, even
if only for a section of our population?
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The answer can only be YES. Unleas
we are ourselves prepared to condone
this racial policy — while making hol-
low gestures of protest against it. Un-
less we are prepared to be labelled hypo-
crites who protect white privilege while
yvelling condemnation of it.

For the arty types who talk of saving
some of the cultural enrichment for
those who at least are still permitted to
benefit from it, the answer is that art
belongs to us all, and those who profess
love for it should be the first to fight
for its sharing. And art which must be
rationed out to the privileged is not
worth having.

NO KIDDING

There is another smarmy argument:
that white South Africans can be re-
formed., can have a change of heart, if
only they get the message. Let's not
kid ourselves with that one.

As for having to "show them what
the non-whites can do''; we hava shown
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them, King Kong and the Tagore and
Blood Knot showed them. And a fat lot
of good it did.

Two factorz indicate that the time is
ripe for a real fight on this issue.

The considerable thought non-whites
are giving to the problem — evidenced
by the articles of Richard Rive (Fight-
ing Talk) and Morris Hommel (Star) as
well ag — in a different fashion — the
frosty reception given to “Mr. Paljas."”

The willingness of British Equity to
take the strongest—and soundest—Iline
on the issue.

And perhaps most important the very
serious questioning by innumerable peo-
ple — white and non-white — of the
rightness of running segregated shows in
our country however laudable the mo-
tives.

The South African Indian Congress
set the pace by adopting a strong resolu-
tion at its last Conference calling for an

end to segregated shows — it reflects
the hardening of attitudes on this ques-
tion. It is for uz to enunciate our policy
clearly and then to stand by it.

Apartheid in the theatre must go, and
we must be the first to reject it.

| BOOKS

THE AFRIGAN IMAGE

It is hard to think of anyone better
equipped than Zeke for an undertaking
like this — to project an image of the
African as seen from various viewpoints
— hiz own and that of both white and
black in literature., The images he gives
us are crisp and detailed. Thelr accur-
acy is a matter of opinion (we all know
80 many different South Africa’s) but
they certainly are revealing and there
iz a great deal to be learnt from them by
both Black and White,

After some initial clearing of the
ground — his incisive analyses of con-
cepts like *“The African Personality”,
and “Negritude" swiftly expose their
meaninglessness — and an exploration
of his own roots and those of other black
peoples’ (he is hard on West Indians, but
more understanding of American Ne-
groes) he gets down to his well-docu-
mented studies of the literary images:
the black man in fiction as seen by the
white man and by himself. He ranges
through most of the important writing
on the subject and his comments are
acute. I particularly liked him on David
Karp, Doris Lessing and Sol Plaatje —
and without the straining for vividness
found in seme other parts — starting
with the dedication.

There is, of course, another image that
comes through — that of Zcke himself,

He iz, as much asz anvone can be, the
image of the modern African we have —
some of uz at any rate. For this is the
baffling thing (and Zeke has to wrestle
with it as much as anyone else) that not
only are there many images of the Afri-
can but that each of us may have sever-
al images. Yet his own attitude is prob-
ably the one that will prevail: in the last
resort: we will settle for being simply
PERSONS.

Thizs, and his sane pronouncements on
many vexed issues — mnot least Pan-
Africanism—are among the prime values
of the book. But there is another: with-
out belabouring our politics he has suc-
ceeded in giving a vivid and readily in-
telligible picture of South Africa. It is
done principally through images of him-
self in particular situations: interview-
ing the feature editor of the Star (who
wanted to know if “Post"” was printed in
English!), his refusal to go to the Lyric
Bioscope and others. He projects these
with intensity and some indignation but
without rancour.

And out of them he distills the sanity
and understanding which are among the
finest elements of the African image.

D.A.B.

THE AFRICAN IMAGE by Ezekiel
Mphahlele. (Faber and Faber: 1962)
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