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Support the Aboriginal Struggle Against Genocide.
Boycott the Brisbane Olympic Games.

[his 1ssue goes oul of its way 1o lay stress on
the strueele of the Aborigines of Australia for
democratic and national (land) rights in a coun-
trv they have occupied tor 40,000 vears. ver
since Captain Cook and his motley gang of thie-
ves and rogues arrived in Botany Bay bringing
with them the magnificent gifts of Western civi-
lisation, —and in the true historie traditions of
their torbears i the United States, Canada,
South America, West Indies, ete. —hegan 1o ex-
ternunate the indigenous inhahitanis in the na-
me of Christ and the Holy Ghost i the most
hrutal and callous manner, the Aborniginal peo-
ples have been highting a desperite struggle tor
survival against GENOCIDE. The odds agains
them hase been heavy sinee our palelaced Bi-
hle roonne Christan civilisers ook them for
rabbits and shot them like rabbits, i.e. when
they were not poisoning their wells, supplying
them with smallpox intected blankets and resor-
ling 10 other means ol death and destruction
that the colonising Christian imagination 1s so
capable of inits feverish desire 1o civilise the un-
godly heathen. While they were completely ex-
terminated 1 Tasmania thev survived on the
mainland, a testament to thaor ¢ourage and de-
termination o fight back.

Today their hittle known strugele goes on un-
abated. Their plicht m “lucky™ Australia s
worse than ever, as described on poge 49,

As o mimority reduced by mass murder and
conscious acts of genovide o a mere 200,000
amidst a populanon of tifteen nmulhon white
Australians, international support is crucially
important to their siruggle. Nothing could em-
barrass the thick hides o1 the Australian govern-
ment more.

The Third World —and Africa can give a lead
—nceds 1o give particular material solidarity to
the Aboriginal cause, [t will help to locus on
their phght and contribute immensely to their
struggle lTor democracy and national rights. A
hoveott ot the Commonwealth Games 10 be
held in Brisbane, Queensland, in 1982 is one
wiy of ensuring this.

I'he Aboriginals constitute o separale nation
with a distinct culture, history, customs, tradi-
non, language and they have the right to territo-
rial sovercigniy. Their struggle tor land rights iy
threatened by impenalist combines (the so-cal-
led multi-nationals) from the West and Japan,
acting in collaboration with the Australian fede-
ral governments, principally the neo-fascis
Queensland  Government ol Bjelke-Petersen.

[hese imiperialist combines attempt o drive
them from their sacred grounds they have occu-
pied Tor thousands of vears. The imperaliyy
combines are m a mad seirch tor mimeral re-
sources it whivh the Aboriginal land 15 rich,

We live i a world tull of causes relating 1o
cconomic, soctal, political oppression, But none
deserve 1t more than the Aborigmal peoples
who literally tace genocide. An imdication of
these genocidal policies, now gssuming a sophi-
sticated Torm, is the recently public awareness
that Aboriginal women are secretly sterilised
during operations or when they enter hospital to
deliver their first babies —lirst brought to hghi
by the white body, Community Aid and ignored
when Black leaders hike Garev Toley or Shorty
(3" Neill clamoured about n.

The Aborieinals ask us not lor our patrong-
sing sympathy, They have been hghting valiant-
v and heroically against Tormidable Torees oy
the recent Noonkanbah land rights struggle te-
stitv. Wecan help by bringing their struggle into
international focus and embarrass the Ausira-
lhan Government. This is what a bovcott ol the
Brisbane Commonwealth Games will achieve,
The Blach nations of the world have a duty 1o
stand up for their nationals in the Western
countries where they are subjected 10 racial
discrimination. When the arrest and Fate as so
much of a single American or British brings
howls ol protest from the government of these
countries (as the recent hostage question in Iran
revealed) while these Western povernments have
heen plundering the Third World lor centuries
and treat their nationals in their own countries
with contempt the Black nations must make |
clear that they expect their nationals to be trea-
ted equally. Oppression ol Black peoples by
whites is a principal aspect of the national que-
stion all over the world. It 1s a product of the hi-
story of the impenalist West. The Aboriginals
are part ol the Third World.

Other sohdarity movements can help by lor-
ming boycott committees and propagandising
for the boyeoll in various ways.

(For further mformation contact North
Queensland Land Council, Box 1429, Cairns,
Queensland, Austraha).

SUPPORT THE ABORIGINAL STRUGGLE
FOR  DEMOCRATIC AND NATIONA]
(LAND) RIGHTS!

BOYCOTT THE BRISBANE COMMON-
WEAILI TH GAMES 1982!

FORM BOYCOTT COMMITTEES!
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The Relationship Between The Black Workers Struggle
And The National Liberation Struggle

The current upsurge of the workers struggle is
creating a ercat deal ol contusion amongst Aza-

nian revolutionaries and leading to all kinds of

ultra leftist notions about socialism. Statements
froin various organisations run (o the concelu-
sion 1hat because of the workers struggles the si-
tuation is ripe for socialism, and that the cur-
rent strugele must be led by the workers being in
the vanguard. Azanian petit bourgeois Marxism
has always led to ultra leli forms of thinking

very often taking the form of some kind of

[rotskyite notion that the sgruggle is an imme-
diate one for socialism because we have a relati-
vely high number of workers,

[ hese erraneous views must be corrected. 1t is
very importani 1o note that the present phase of
our struggle 1s for self-determination and nato-
nal imdependence against colonialism and impe-
rialism. This is a national sirugele and 11s con-
tents 15 expressed through the demands ol the
national democratic revolution. The national
aspect of the struggle relates 1o the strupgle of
the mndigenous inhabitants of the country, the
Alrnicans, regaining their country against white
settler foreign colonial domination. This aspect
of the struggle can also be described as a strug-
gle tor self-determination by the Alrican peo-
ples. In this struggle the Africans are joined ful-
ly by the so-called **Coloureds™ and the Indian
peoples who are also deprived ol any polinical
rights and whose future lay in the building of
the tuture Azanian naton. The national strug-
gle unites all the Alfmean and Black peoples in
the country against settler colonialism and im-
perialism who wish 10 maintain the system of
white colonial domination. This is @ political
struggle. This struggle for national rights com-
bines with the day to day struggle for demoura-
tic rights which is denied to Black peoples in
every sphe.2 of human activity. The current
struggle of the students for the abolishment of
the Bantu Education Act which aims 1o give the
Black student an inferior form of education,
and the struggle of the Black workers for trade
union rights and for better wages are all strug-
gles for democratic rights. Neither aspects of
these struggles can advance beyond the winning
of certain reformist concessions because of the
fascist nature of the colonial regime. The colo-
nial bourgeois state cannot give equality (o the
Black peoples and workers because these de-
mands are revolutionary and make deep inroads
into the privileges enjoyed by the white colonial

hourgeois and the white people as a whole who
can be regarded as a vast army of labour ar-
stocracy or eyen as a privileged pety bonrgeois
cliss. Black workers can only be given egual wa-
ges as white workers 1 the wages ol the white
workers themselves are depressed. This s the
white workers and white peoples will never al-
low and they will make sure that a govermment
is instituted in the country which will ensure
that this will never tabe place. The contradie-
rion berween the colonial bourgeois and the
white people is based precisely on this question.
So clementary demoucratic rights are m themsel-
ves revolutionary demands in the Azanian situa-
tion, Theretore the wims and objectives ol the
national democratic revolution can only be
achieved through revolutionary armed struggle.

These twin objectives, the national struggle
and the democratic struegles can be led with the
greatest success through the instrumengality ot a
national movement that unies all the various
classes and sirata ot Black peoples around 1. In
the Azanian sttuation this 1s the Pan Africanis
Congress. torming an alliance with all the other
tendencies of the Black navonalist tendency,
especially the Black Consciousness Moverment,

But the national struggle must also be guided
by revolutionary theory, Only the proletaniat in
our modern world has a revolutionary theory.,
Onlv the proletanat is the revolutionary class in
society. Only the proletanat has the highest -
terests in the revplutionary transformation of
society. Nany Azamian revolutionaries are con-
fused over the whole guestion ol nationahsm
and the race problem. By concentrating on the
sirugele against white racialism they fail to see
the essence of the national struggle of which the
srugele against white racialism 1s an aspect.
[he main aspect of the natonal struggle is the
end ol white settler colomalist dominanion, the
restitution of the country and the land 1o the in-
digenous peoples, the African peoples, and the
buifding of a new Azanian nation. The only so-
lution to this is the overthrow of the white colo-
nial state. This is in dself a revoluti nary de-
mand. That 15 why the so-called | Freedom
Charter** by denying the colomal essence ol the
Azanian situation paves the way for incorpora-
tion into the colapial state of the Black majonty
and the mamtenance of white colonial rule.

Ihe current workers struggle is an aspect ol
the struggle tor democratic rights mn the ccono-
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mic leld, It cannot be regarded as the main
sirugele. The main strugele 1s the muin aspect of
the nattonal struggle which we have described
above and the democeranie demands over a who-
le numiber of demands relating 1o economic, so-
cial, political, cultural righis. These are set out
in a4 Political Programme describing the con-
tents ol the national democratic revolution and
which guides the actions of the national move-
ment.

Because Black workers arcm upsurge in Aza-
nia we should net rush 1o the conclusion 1tha
their struggeles are the most important aspect ol
the revolurion and that the struggle is ripe for
socialism. OF course working class leadership s
necessarv. But the working ¢lass is noi the only
class that is oppressed i Azaman societyv. The
entire Black peoples in Azaman society, with
the exception ol a Tew collaboratiomst elements
are oppressed. The working class, because 1t iy
the most revolutionary class m society must
know how (o organise the rest ol the Black mas-
wes, and especalhy the peasantry and the petit
bourgeols behind 11 and build the mughty lorce
of a united Black peoples that can overthrow
the colonial stare and pave the wav tor the tran-
sition 1o sociahsm. It must know how 1o lead
the national strugele and the national democra-
hie revalution. This is a pohitical question. luis 4
guestion of the political leadership ol the natio-

nal democratic revolution by the working class
through its vanguard Marxist-Leninist Party.
The navonal movement Nghts on various {ronts
imvolving demovratic rights of which workers
rights are an aspect. But these workers struggles
are important because it awakens them to their
historic mission in leading the political struggle
of the Black peoples for national and socal
emancipation,

It 1s wrong 1o get excited about the workers
strugele and 1o confuse this as automatically
leading 1o the struggle for sovialism or speak
and act as if the workers are the only element in
the struggle and others are unmimportant. The
main issue is to lead the national democratic re-
volution based on specific demands and encom-
passing a programme that involves a number of
isstes and which mobilises the enose Black peo-
ples under the leadership of the working class
through 1ts Marxist-Lenimist Party, It is only
through its Marxist-Leninist Party that the wor-
king class from being a class in itsell becomes 4
class for itsell and utilises ity revolutionary wdeo-
logy, Marxism-Leninism for the liberation of
society , because the working class cannot libera-
te iself withow liberating the whole of society.

Petit bourgeois Azanian Marxism must beco-

me clear on this question and not run into all
hinds ol ultra leftist positions.

Unity and Determination of PAC Cadres
bring about Important Changes

Radical and important changes at the last mee-
ting of the Central Committee of the Pan Afri-
canist Congress of Azania held m January List
shows that the organisation is well on its way to-
wards re-organisation and re-structuring that
portends well for its future. Among the major
changes was the elecuon ol John Pokela as
charrman. He s a founder member of the PAC
and 4 close cofleague of Sobukwe. He came out
ol the country to assume this important posi-
107,

An cvent ol great significance was the return
of the T. M. Ntantala group that formed the
APRP alter their expulsion Irom the PAC at
the Arusha Conterence, to the told of the PAC,
The return of the former APRP members
means the recognition of the Arusha Conferen-
ce Por the arce that 1t was. 1118 to be hoped thad
the talents and abilities ol these members and
particularly its leading elements will be properly
deployed.

Another significant decision was the appoint-
ment ol a six man Committee to attend to the
preparations for the next PAC Conference.
[his will ensure that there will be a properly
constituted PAC conference for the first time in
the history of the movement in exile which will
reflect the genuine interests of the organisation
and 1ts rank and file. Three members of the ca-
dre forces are on the Committee. This is afso of
great importance as for the first time a proper
relationship 1s being established between the lea-
dership and the cadre forces, based on unity,
trust and confidence. In one bold stroke the
PAC has made gualitative advances.

The PAC cadre forces must be congratulated
for these very significant changes. It was their
resolute struggle against Leballo and his clique
that cleared the way for these changes. Their
struggle was mainly responsible for the expul-
sion of Leballo and his clique which was the ma-
jor hurdle in the re-organisation of the PAC.
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The Strugele OF The Cadre Forees

[he PAC cadre Torces made a major ettort to
purge the organisation of opportunism and 1o
sel it on a revolutionary path. Ther documeni
critteising and analvsing long standing malprac-
Lices in the organisanion 1s @ mature and respon-
sible document outhmng what should be done.
Lt was a necessary Hiest shot dealing with the cur-
rent situation and making pracrical proposals to
corregt these malpractices, far removed from
penerialised thetorie, The curtent cadre mose-
ment hids two strong aspects tooal, One ip s re-
presented by a sirong and powertul base that
van be elfective given the determination and the
umity. And secondly 1o a movement that is
now rooted in stroggle and has scored some sig-
ANt victories against opportunist elements
in the Cenrral Committee. The mamn problem ol
the PAC lay with certaimn opportunist elements
within the Central Committee and the cadre
shalts were directed mainly agamnst these cle-
ments in an effort 1o eer o PAC leadershup that
s it ondy accountable to the rank and tile by
v also o worthy ot the name resolutionary n
terms of prosecuting the strugele on the highes
levels, This cadre movements has s roorsin the
intlox of youth into the organisation lollowing
the Soweto uprising, They challenged and gal-
vanised the old leadership, and while & seetion
ol it was temporarthy decerved by eballo™s rhe-
loric, another section pursued the struggle on a
much more mature level. They were able 1o
lcarn from the mistakes of their colleagues and
iwas mainly through their instrumentaliny that
I eballo was remos ed ‘rom the leadership ol the
PAC and finally expelled from the PAC. The
old leadership in fact was quite amenable to the
idea of Leballo returning 1o resume his duties
atter a six months ““hohday’™ lapse. Sinee then
the cadres have not only drawn up the docu-
ment mentioned above severely critiaising the
Central Committee but they also insisted on the
removal of D, D, D, Manishonsho and Elias
Ntloedibe from the Central Commitiece. Ther
aim 1s nothing more than principled unity i the
agrganmnisation but also its total re-organisation
and prevention of the kind ot malpracrices thai
took place in the past. With this objective 1n
mind they are aiming to have the kind ot Conte-
rence sometime this vear which will result ma
completely re-vitalised PAC. The seriousness
and  determination of the cadre movemeni
means that the PAC 15 now well on ity way Lo
becoming the vanguard national hiberation mo-
vement which is 1ts historie mission, Fhere is no-
thing that can stop their drive to overcome the
opportunism within the PAC, The opportunisi

4
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elements are gquite atrad of them and all their
atrempts o divide them have faled nuserabliy
[he long cruegle 1o overconwe opportunism in
the PAC is now drawing 1o o close as the oppor-
tumists stiid exposed. The PAC has had a che-
guercd history ever sinee rs exile davs i the
strugele agdamst apportunism and a much dee-
prer analvsis s needed than thin wineh emanares
From the cadres. This as i task that will have o
be nndertaken it we are to svond these mistakes
oecurring again. This movement was bound to
COeCur i any case as the strugele back home -
tensifies and the opportunists are nor able o
meel the demands of the stroggle, The cadre
movement are not led by opportanist selt see-
kers themselves, The movement s sineerely con-
cerned moseemny the PAC Jed by responsible le-
adership so thar it can also move ahead with s
taskhs at this crucial stage ot the strugele. 1o
anly natural that thes are bound ro make mista-
kues tiaking o aceount their southlulness, Bt
thus tur they have shown considerable politieal
Shill and maturiny, They certainly hase shown
Lhat Thes are non 1o be messed around. The vou-
raee and determnation of the cadre forees has
now paved the was Tor all those sincere and pee-
nuine clementsin the PAC 1o return to the orpa-
nisation and parficipate s re-Organisanon iy
4 necessary st stepom the esile movemeni
plasme s due role waithoregnd 1o the esternal
strugeele,

Destructive Fegacy OF Leballoism: Organised

IMsorganisalion

1T his i~ not to sav that all the problems ol the
PAC are salved. The desiroctive legaey of 1 e-
ballo and I ehallotsim will takhe some time vser-
conmne. We omuost now mose Tull steam ahead
with the toral reorgamisation of the PAC based
on deoloeical and pohitieal unity .

W hat are some of the major characterisigs |
| eballorsim that afthered the PAC For 20 vears
dand almost destroved 1.

Pre-enunently it was organised  disorganisg
tron and an anarchistic sivle of work. The erei-
ter the chaos and disarray the happier were the
| eballoists which suired them very well, Under
the cover of revolutionars thetorie this ad hog
stvle of work maimniaimed them in power. It also
protected ther particuliar chichism where people
were promoted on o the Central Commitiee be-
cause they were good lackeys, 1t s 1o be hoped
that in the Tature Central Commirtee members
will be selected solely on the basis ol their politi-
cal inpegriny and abihey and woh the sanction of
the magoriy of the members of the PAC, Ap-
pomtments must not e made on the basis ol
one man’s recommendanion. This disorganised
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disorganisation that made ineffective the finest
resolutions taken by the Central Committec was
also the consequence ol the lack of a correct po-
litical programme defining the nature of the
struggle and based on correct tactics and strate-
gv. 111s to be hoped that this will be updated to
mect the exigencies of the struggle.

Struggle Between Left And Right

['he drawing up a PAC Political Programme
also poses some key problems as the history of
the PAC-in-exile shows that there has always
been a two-line struggle between Left and Right
in the organisation with the Right invariably
winning out, mainly because the Left always
lacked an effective strategy and policies which
in any case can be the only guarantee of their
success in any situation. The history of the PAC
15 the history of most nationalist organisations
in the Third World. At the outset most national
liberation organisations start off from a natio-
nalist position. But experience and political de-
velopment soon moves them towards radical
left positions. This has also been the experience
of the PAC. The struggle between Left and
Right inside the PAC took place over the "'New
Road to Revolution™, a document that deftined
the Azanian struggle from a rigorous Marxist
viewpoint. The Right eventually scored a victo-
ry {(which has now turned out to be a Pyrrhic
victory) over the Left at the Arusha Conference
which led to the expulsion of a section of the
PAC. The Left's Programme (oo of attempting
to seriously launch armed struggle was sabota-
eed in Swaziland by Leballo and his supporters
in the Central Committee. Thus alter first ha-
ving destroved the Left's attempt to launch ar-
med struggle the opportunists next accused
them of having failed to launch armed struggle
and got them expelled from the PAC. The facis
of the two line struggle also reveals that the
right wing elements have been involved with 1m-
perialist forces centring around the question ol
momies. On the leadership level the PAC has al-
ways had a problem with the narrowly nationa-
listic anti-communist types. It is from this point
of view that the Basic Documents need to be up-
dated in terms of giving a more precise defini-
tion to the relationship between race (the natio-
nal struggle) and class. (The Right is more able
and apt in cccupyving key positions in the PAC,
and unfortunately also we have the additional
problem that lefi-wing opportunism in the hi-
story of the two-line struggle in the PAC has the
tendency to mouth revolutionary Marxist slo-
gans while in actual practice taking up right
wing positions at crucial moments). (The Left
also tends ro be dogmatic and sectarian —as is

. —

typical of the entire Azanian petit bourgeois
left —and often handles contradictions incor-
rectly). But any PAC Programme has not only
1o take up correct ideological positions but it
must also be able to make a correct analysis of
the situation and formulate correct tactics and
strategy for the political and military struggle.
Democratic Centralism In PAC

The organised disorganisation also prevented
the proper functioning of democratic centralism
in both s aspects —centralism and democracy.
The lack of centralism meant that there was no
overall policies guiding the work of the PAC, so
that the part was not related to the whole. This
encouraged a situation of personal empire buil-
ding where the prestige of the organisation and
Its resources were used more to build a particu-
lar individual rather than meeting the objective
needs of the struggle and revolution. Represen-
tatives abroad were particularly guilty of this,
In future all work undertaken on behalf of the
PAC must be made accountable to the Central
Committee and the rank and file members.

The question of democracy within the PAC is
in itself a very serious question and one which is
not always =asy (0 achieve under the difficult
conditions of exile since the organisation is cut
off from its mass base. The question 1s just how
are the C.C. members ol the movement going to
be made accountable to the rank and file. Who
comprises the rank and file in exile. And equally
important how can the leadership indeed reflect
the mass base, so that there is no contradiction
and divorce between the leadership and the rank
and file as has been all these years and which
has been the principal cause of the revolutiona-
ry decline of the PAC-in-exile. There are of
course a large number of PAC members abroad
but many of them have atrophied over the
years, many are of dubious political character,
and there are no meaningful branches abroad.
There is also the significant guestion of the qua-
lity of the leadership. The one significant base
from which democracy can be imposed and the
quality of the leadership maintained is the cadre
base in Dar Es Salaam. Almost invariably the
cadre forces are closer to the needs of the strug-
gle and the revolution than the leadership.

Need For New Constitutional Guidances

Related to the kind of Leballoist organised
disorganisation is the important issue of consti-
tutional guidances for the work of the PAC in
exile, a point which was made by the cadre do-
cument. Obviously the old constitution as em-
bodied in the Basic Documents, while befitting
the internal conditions, restricts the work of the

5
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exile movement. Without proper constitutional
guidances all manner ol arbitrary actions can be
taken and disruption caused as was the wont ol
| .eballo in his exercise of Clause 14 b.

The AZAPO Debate over Race

The relationship between race and class has al-
ways been a confused issue in Azanian politics.
Confusion has been brought on this question
mainly because Azanian revolutionaries are un-
derstandably concerned with the psvchologi-
cal dimensions of white racialist oppression.
This affects their dav to day thinking. Thev do
not see the essence behind white racialism, and
regard 1t as a moral guestion emanating from
the sick thinking of the white man. Once the
white man changes his ways we would then have
an ideal non-racial society.

From a Marxist-Leninist point ol view we
know that racialism is part of bourgeois ideo-
logy. ldeology ist the sum rotal of ideas, con-
cepts, values, etc. which regulates the outlook
of a society. White racialism is built on the con-
cept that Blacks are inferior, stupid, lazy, dirty,
etc. It effectively separates them from any mea-
ningful social contact with Blacks except on a
master-servant basis, and makes them insensi-
tive to their sufferings and their needs. It 1s 1n
fact used as a means of social control.

The Birth OF White Racialism

Why were whites effectively separated from
Blacks in this kind of way. How did they come
10 be separated. In the early vears it was related
to the fact, that whites came as colonizers and
conqguerors. They came to enslave and take the
land (which was the chiel source ol wealth and
production) away from the indigenous peoples.
But when the modern industrial state was set up
this colonial heritage was used to serve the pur-
poses of the modern bourgeois state, which
came into existence alter the discovery ol gold
and diamonds. British Impenialism having de-
feated the claims of the Boers to the land and to
their particular feudal mode of production
which did not suit the needs of the rising colo-
nial bourgeois state began to use the whites
against the Blacks. Imperialist saperexploita-
tion meant that the Africans had 1o be kept al
the barest survival level of human existence.
This superexploitation also enabled the colonial
bourgeois and [mperialism to bribe the white
workers and people to serve their oppressive

6

[hese are some ol the problems to which we
feel the PAC must urgently address itsell as i
begins the process ol re-organisation and re-
structuring involving the entire PAC member-
ship.

and Class

ends. While the colomal bourgeois controlled
the stalte through its representatives n Parlia-
ment Irom the white population came the Civil
Servants, admimstrative personnel, police and
Army manpower. Racialism was used as the di-
viding factor. The whole myth ol white racia-
lism was used 1o serve colonial and impernalist
ends. And the whole essential nature of impe-
rialist exploitation and oppression was covered
up as racialist explontation. The entire whie
community became a privileged section under
racialist lnws serving colonial and imperialist ex-
ploitation. Thus racial exploitation is another
Form of class exploitation and it cannot be sepa-
rated from it. To do so would be to hide the real
nature and purposes of white racialism. White
raciahism then became part ol bourgeois ideo-
logy and theretore part ol the superstructure
serving class ends. In other words 1t contmued
(o serve a svstem ol explomanon based first on
colonial deprivation of the indigpenous inhahi-
tants ol the land and their country to serve the
ends ol imperialist superexploitation as cheap
labour. The new bourgeors indusiral state con-
tinued the colonial heritage ol exploiting the
Black peoples. This i1s how white racialism is su-
stained mm the country.

OF course while white racialism is related 10
colonial and imperialist  explontation  and
oppression and is directly linked to i, 1t must al-
s be remembered that as an deological acere-
tion of colonialism and imperialism it also has a
life of its own and ‘he white man i« imprisoned
by a racist mentality inasmuch the Black man is
often imprisoned by a ‘‘colomal mentality™
White racialism has become a thing in itselt and
even il the colomal and imperialist structures
were dismantled tomorrow through a revolution
w hite racist attitudes amongst the white peoples
would still prevail,

The Role OF White Racialism In Colonial And
Imperialist Exploitation

Marxist-Leninists look at the guestion ol
white racialism from the point of view ol pro-
ductive relations. The essential point about rela-
tion of productions in Azania is that the whites
as a whole constitute a privileged class while the
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Blacks are viciously oppressed. The relation ol
production maintains a svstem where the whites
have a vested interest i maintianing the system
ol economic exploitation. Productive relations
are class relanions. Hence racial relations bet-
ween Blaeks and whites are essentially class rela-
tions. Theretore the national struggle is a form
of cliss strugele because it sims not only to put
an end 1o the vicious racialist laws that deny
Blacks their democratic rights but it also aims to
put an end 1o colomal and imperialist exploita-
tion without which white racialism and s racis
laws cannot exist, On the other hand it is guie
possible  asa section of the Nanonalist govern-
ment is presently attempring  to put an end to
the racialist Low s while maintaining the essential
nature ol the colonial and bourgeois state. 1his
ts o neo-colonial type situation against which we
have to warch out. For this redason we must not
Fall into the trap ol deseribimg our struggle as an
anti-apartheid siruggle or walk even ol a racialisg
war,  The anm-aparthad  strategy  mvolves s
with problems on the level ol the superstrug-
Pure. the removal ot certaim Livws but 1t does not
guirantee us the revolutionars dismantling ot
the colomial state, and the end to imperialist op-
pression. The talk about o race war also serves
sty ends,

I here 1 another erroneous coneepl conneg-
ted with the misimterpretation ol race to class,
[ his is the noton that our strugele s merely one
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tor land and country. The strugele tor land and
counltry can be correctly delined politically as
the struggle tor sell-determination by the indi-
genous Adrican peoples. This self-determination
tahes the political form of having the right to set
up the kind ol government that rellects the
wishes ol the majority of its peoples which natu-
rally in the conditions of our country means a
Black majority gcovernment. In this nnial form
democracy s selt-determunation exercised in the
country. The land gquestion in the conerete con-
dittions of Azama today means the expropria-
tion ol the rich white capitalist farmers, and s
re-distmbution amongst the landless Atrican
peasantry. The land guestion involves the gue-
stion of the change in the mode ol production
trom a colomal copitalist one 10 a socialist one
tor fand distribution amongst the landless pea-
wintry cannol be undertaken under the condi-
tons ol capuabism. We must not conluse the
change 1 the mode of production involving
lind Trom a colomial/capitalist one with the
needs of pohinical democracy. The guestion of
the land 15 the gquestion of o productive toree.
Country (which imvolves the question ol politi-
cil democracy) signifies our national home ol
which we hinve been dispossessed, and in which
we can only enmjoy our freedom and happiness
on the basis of our demovratic nights as Alri-
cans with our own customs, traditions  lan-
eHage, e,

Tohn Pokela, new Chairman of PAC: Russian Roulette in Mozam-

hique: Soviet Infiltration of WCR: Whither Isandhlawana; No
support for ANC in S.AL: London BCM in Exile; Reagan, Nami-

hia and El Salvador

JOHN POKELA,
NEW CHAIRM AN OF PAC

lohin Pokeli, the new chairman ol the Pan-
Mricanist Congress of Azani is 57 veuwrs old.
He was born in Hershel o the Transher, and re-
ceived s higher education at Fhlliown Colleec
in the Cisker where he met Roben Sobukwe
whey was already then o radical polineian. They
et cicilated tovether afver which they went 1o
Fort Hare University, the only Atrican Llniver-
sity i the country at the tme. They graduated
i 1947 and o owas durine this pertod than the
Youth I eavue of the Atrican Nanonal C ongress
adopred s mhitant Programme ol Achon,
which heralded the rise of the Alricamsts. Thes
tawtehi toeether as teachers m the Transvaal -
Juring which period thes paid the fees of NMo-

Loena, lormer Centrst) Comnnttee member ol

the PAC, expelled at the Arusha Conference,
but now back n the PAC, Sobukwe was later
eapelled trom the school he was emploved be-
cause ol his mvolvment in the Dehance Cam-
paign 1 1952, He later obtained the post of
Protessor ol African languages ar Witwaters-
rand University.,

When the PAC was Tormed on April 6 1959
alter many stormy vears ol struggle in the ANC
Youth League Pokela was a leading founder
member. He was hidnapped from Lesotho in
1966 by the South Alrican Police and taken 1o
South Adrica where he was charged with terro-
rism and sentenced to spend 12 vears on Rob-
ben Island. He was released in 1978.

Pokela’s chairmanship of the PAC brings
ercal hopes ol the revival of the PAC after a
stormy period.



RUSSIAN ROULETTE IN MOZAMBIQUE

The recent statement that two Soviet war-
ships have been sent down to Mozambique in
terms of the Friendship Treaty signed with the
Mozambique government about three vears ago
shows the new emphasis that the social impena-
lists are placing on the stiruggle in Azania. After
all the Soviet Union could have sent Mozambi-
que warships under more appropriate condi-
tions. It is @ known fact that during the war of
[iberation waged by FRELIMO Soviet assistan-
ce to Mozambique was quite scarnty.

The question i1s why is the Soviet Union ma-
king this particular show of force now. One rea-
son would be to show that it is prepared 1o
stand by the ANC and that it has the military
muscle to stand up to South Africa, which is ge-
nerally presented in ANC-CP propaganda as a
great force that cannot be easily tampered with.

But more importantly the Sovier hegemonial
global designs fit in with its aggression in Af-
ghanistan, a military intervention which is
aimed principally at controlling the oil resources
and the oil routes that are vital to the West Eu-
ropean countries. South Africa is vital in this re-
spect as some of the major oil routes importani
to the West European countries pass through
South Africa. But this attempt to bring South
Africa under its control fits in with the kind of
intrusions that the Soviet Union is making in
Afghanistan and the Persian Gulf. South Africa
Is a vital country for social-imperialism. It en-
ables her to control also the mineral resources
upon which the West European countries are 5o
dependent.

It must now be a known fact that the Soviel
Union’s form of penetration is (o take advan-
tage of local conflicts and national liberation
struggles against imperialism in pursuit of its
imperialist ambitions. The cause of the struggle
against racialism in South Africa is one which
the Soviet Union would dearly like to exploit.
As an observer said some time ago South Africa
1s the best advertisement for the cause of Mos-
cow in the Southern African region.

SOVIET INFILTRATION OF WCR

The World Council of Churches’ Programme to
Combat Racism (PCR) announced its 1980
grants in August last year, and surprise and con-
cern were expressed globally at some important
ommissions, most notably the Pan Africanist
Congress of Azania among others.

This ommission led to many questions being
raised about the reasons for the PCR decision,
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and how such a situation and change of face
had eventuated. To those who sought answers i
soon became apparent that the blame lay at the
feet of one particular individual - Prexy Nes-
bir.

Prexy Nesbitt, an Afro-American and former
member of the Communist Party —USA, had
been recruited to the staff of the PCR early in
1980 as research officer dealing with African
movements. ABOSA understands that he had
heen recommended for the post by the ANC,
Certainly Prexy as a member of the CP —-USA
had close ties and affinity with the South Afri-
can Communist Party (SACP) which is closely
tied to the ANC of South Africa.

Following Neshitt’s appointment to the PCR
job this vear, he travelled widely in Africa talk-
ing to the liberation movements, attending con-
sultations in Nairobi and Amsterdam with libe-
ration leaders and also in July ralking 10 PAC
Committee members in Lesotho and Dar Es Sa-
laam,

Yet when the PCR grants were announced, it
was stated in Geneva that the PCR were not
clear about changes in the PAC, and thus the
grant was withheld. After so many meetings and
such close contacts with leading PAC per-
sonnel, it is hard to understand why such mis-
givings, if they ever exisied, were poit cleared up
in Prexy's discussion with the PAC.

For the ANC and other Moscow aligned par-
ties, Prexy has done his job well, and his actions
complement those of other Soviet factions and
acolytes who campaign for the sole recognition
of the ANC at the Unued Natjons and Organj-
sation of African Unity, and whose objectives
are not justice and representation for the mass
of African people in Azania, but hegemony for
the Soviet Union in a strategically important
area of the world.

—Reprinted from ABOSA Brief No 4 fa¢ pa-
per of the Australasian Bureau on Southern
Africa) November 1980

WHITHER ISANDHLAWANA

Hlsandhlawanatt which purports 1o be a revoly-
tionary Journal of the Azanian struggle has in a
recent statement on the international situation
made some hair-raising pronouncements about
the situation in Cambodia, Afghanistan and
Poland, where Soviet menace and aggression is
completely 1ignored and where all the blamed is
laid on the U.5. But let ,,Isandhlawana'* speak
for wself: ,,. .. there are similar moves in Cam-
bodia where the Pol Pot regime has offered irs
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servives 1o the UUS. and with the pro-imperalist
Chanese Communist Party leadersdun, aodd the
mihitary alliunce i eneaged inoa hvsterical anti-
conmmunist crusade aeamnst progressive forees in
the region. Imperialism s taking advantage of
the erists in Poland, created by the outbreak of
the workers demands 1o drag Poland imo the
imperialist Told ... However the surprising low
lesel of class consciousness o1 Polish workers
has ereated a brecding ground for hardeore
danti-communist elements Indeed the CIA
labor project. AFL-CLOY, has already been used
Lo channel secret funds 1o Sohdiriny and 1there
e also plans to acquire printimg machmery tor
Solidarity. They are trving to divert the true na-
ture of the Polish workers strugeles. ™

On the question ol Alghanistan L sandhla-
wina T takes upa similar position. [he encny is
LIS, Imperialism trving 1o ¢reale an mmaginary
Soviel dapeer!

We wonder where | sandhlawana® gets 1ts
Facts from =it certanly must be |, Pravda® or
the Tass News Agency.,

What disturbs us 1s not the patent ridiculous-
ness of what LJIsandhlawana®* has to say but
w hat has happened to it that it talks such an ab-
surd political language. It is a known lact that
in it~ desperation for finances Azanian organi-
sations abroad let themselves open 1o all kinds
ol imhitration. Could 1t be alter the statement
by the Sovict spy arrested in South Africa re-
cently that the ANC has little support inside the
country, that the Soviets —in an elfort also not
to repeal their mistake in Zimbabwe where they
sipported the wrong horse —are irving to make
inroads into the Black nationalist organisations
related 1o the Black Consciousness Movement
which is the mass organisation inside Azan.

NO SUPPORT FOR ANC IN 5A,

The Soviet spy recently arrested in South Alrica
stated recently that the ANC of S¢outh Africa
had little support in the country. He should
know since he was a tirm ANC supporter and
no doubt went nto the country 10 ascertain
what was happening, a sure sign 100 that the
social-imperialists are already busy laying their
plans to bring South Africa under their control.
In terms of their geopolitics South Africa is a
key country i their eltorts to control the oil
supplies of Western Europe and bring it under
is control. Possibly the Soviet Union does not
wish 1o make the same mistake that they did in
Zimbabwe where they supported the losers.,

LONDON BOCM IN EXILE

['he BOM Conference held about a year age
raised hopes that the large numbers of BOCM
members who had come out in exile would or-
vinise themselves and play a4 uselul role in the
mternational struggle against colomahist and
imperialist dommation in Azania. The BCM
Conference Hselt was very successtul and had
very lively debates on a number of crucial issues
alfectime our strueple,

But unlortunately the BOM became inliltra
led by opportumst clements, exile has beens
whose relevance 1o the struggle 15 beyond any
doubt. Key positions were caprured by these po-
litically bankrupt elements who i true lashion
began expelling people and whole constituen
organisations ol the BCM Like SAYCO who
were told, guite unceremoniously, that unless
thev joined the BOM they would be expelled.

Azanian ¢xile politics in London and abroad
m general is o state ol disaster. The current state
ol the BOM in London proves this bevond any
doubr.

REAGAN, NAMIBIA AND LL SALVADOR

For sheer dull-wittedness the newly elected
Reagan administration would romp home as
exemplified in the person ol Dick Clark, No. 3
1 the administration who does not know the
name ol the Prime Minister of Zimbabwe,
[hank God, it least. he knows that it exists,
Wlile we wizht be able to commemarate Rea-
van in Madame Tussaud as a prime example of
ruling ¢lass idwey the Fact 1s that social impernia-
lism is only oo eager 1o use the bufoo nery of his
regime 1o its advantage. While the Reagan ad-
ministration was brought in to take a tougher
line against Soviet expansionism the fact is that
he is taking all kinds ol reactionary positions
thar can only play into the hands of the social-
imperialists, On Namibia, South Korea and El
Sulvador he has displaved an intransigently
reactionary attitude against their just demands.
We have little doubt a reason for the failure of
Lhe Namibian talks was that the South African
racists could rely on the support of the Reagan
admimistration. The Carter administration had
a bit of a ditferent strategy atthough not fully
worked out. Al least he wanted his neo-colonial
dictators to trim down some of their oppressive-
ness under the guise of human rights. He was
prepared 1o make some concessions to national
nheration struggles as i Nicaragua when he did
not support the tascist Somoza regime. His
counterpart has moved in the opposite direc-
Hon. In countries where U.S. Imperialism is the

-,
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main enemy this pushes the liberation tighters
into the waiting arms ol the Sovietr Union.
While so many keltists and progressives hardly
take the social imperialisis to be a greater dan-
ger than the ULS. this s inviting trouble. Wha
do we do oo when the Reagan administration
supports right wing regnnes that oppress the
peoples as in Bl Salvadoer and when we Hind thi
the Sovier Union is also supporting these natio-
nal liberation movemenis with s own ulleron
motives in mind. Do we throw up our arms in
despair and say that we cannot suppor the gue:
rilla movements because they dare i cohoots
with the Sovier Union and we recard social nnm-
perialism as the greater dunger. Obviously owr
slogan should be: both saperpowers out. There
can be no question o building up momentum
against one superpower when another superpo-
wer s doing evervihing 1o keep a reactionary re-
gime in power. While we struggle against ULS,
imperialism we must at the same time make sure
that social imperialism s not trying (o come in
through the back door.

The LIS, administrations are - a state ol
vonfusion as to how to deal with the great up-
heavals in the Third World iand the threal ol ~o-
cial imperialism (o s own hezemons ., s reh
tive dechine as anaimperialist power is related 1o
these twin issues. But these are the two great i--
sues of our time lor wineh resolutionaries and
imperialists and social imperialists have dilte-
rent answers.

The Kampuchea Connection
by C.M. Gomes
(Grassrools, London), Pounds 2.75

This 15 a thoroughly documented and carclul
analysis ol the reasons lor the worldwide propa-
ganda campaign against Democratic Kampu-
chea. The direct and simple stvle ol presenta-
tion of the specitic historical and economiy
realities underlying the contlict ol classes and
nations makes understanding easy tor the read-
er who knows hittle about Southeast Asia.

Both the KGB and the CIA, and their avents,
have been active against the people of indepen-
dent Kampuchea —manufacturing “evidence'’,
concocting myths, and suppressing the truth.
The Kampuchea Conneciion demonstrates in a
concrete and highly important case how in-
fluential phoney “‘eye-witness accouns™ and
media images are, as well as appeals to white-
racism. It warns us how social imperialism and
impertalism deal with peoples who dety their
firc-power, and trv 1o derermine their own de-
stiny, This work ot anti-imperialist analysis, by
an experienced Third World writer, shows how
important it is tor peoples of all oppressed na-
tions 1o support the heroic resistance ol the
Kampuchean people. Sulfering hunger and di-
sease, caused by the Vietnamese invasion, they
have ver blocked the social imperialist take-oner
ol Southeast Asia.

PAC Document on Political Education

The orgamisational mandate of our Parry was
set out in 1959 by our late leader, Mangaliso So-
bukwe, when he stated: ,,We do not want a
blind following. We want an intelligent, infor-
med and politically educated membership. We
require a full-time information service, full time
organisers #nd, above all, well run offices. We
do not want indisciphined branches mushroo-
ming all over the country. We need funds to
maintain the necessary contact, discipline and
coordination.*’

The starting point of our political education
1s to understand the nature of our struggle and
its ultimate objectives as set out in (i) our natio-
nal mandate as seen by our Party, (ii) the orga-
nisational line of our Party, (ii1) the vanguard
nature ol our Partv’s tasks (iv) the constituted
authority of our Party and (v) the principled
norms of the movement of National Liberation,
self-determination and social emancipation. We
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cannol decerve ourselves about any and all of
these 1ssues.

The present purpose ol our political educa-
tion is to lay the foundation for rebuilding our
Party in such a way that opportunists, careerists
and agent provocateurs cannot break ir.

Internally our Party must be strong in three
areas ol organisation, namely, (i) education. (ii)
the press and (i) the struggle against opportu-
nism, Only then will it be able to occupy a van-
guard position in the struggle.

The National Mandate

The [irst characteristic of a genuine partv of
revolution 15 knowledge of the laws of motion
and revolution. The second is that Partv mem-
bers must make their contribution 1o the strue-
gle as an organised body that carries out the ob-
jectives of our peanle ay enuciated in their Ma-
tional mandate. The third iy that members musi
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consider the Party as the highest Torm of Natio-
nal and class association and the instrument for

serving e material and spiritual interests ol

our people. The tourth s that the party must be
the embodiment of the unity of will and iron
discipline ot the rexolutionary classes of our pe-
ople. The titth characteristie i that its members
must puard agaimst facoonalism o all irs mani-
Lestations,

There will always be clements who join whal
promises to be a revolutionary organisation n
arder to smuggle imto i a spirit of hesitaney and
uncertiinty to conluse and divide such an orga-
nisation, hence, the sisth characteristic is thal
the political and oreanisational line of the Party
must be binding on all. hat 1 the only reliable
test of fovalty.

In the process of building a revolutionary
Party polineal education is the main 1ask. I
tyvpical ol the domination of opportunism in
leadership 1o prevent or divert 1ae ideological
cducation of oppressed and explotted peoples or
1o witter down its revolutionary content. This
deprives the movement of both direvuion and
organisation, Elite torms of leadership do not
want ordinary members ol the Party 1o seek and
find soluwtions to problems of struepele on thei
vwn without hiddhing and fumbling, which lea-
ves 1o room for preachers and promoters of re-
volution.

The role of the Party press is equally impor-
tant. Its principal role is not only to carry out
svslematic and thorough agitation and exposu-
re, but to promote and stimulate revolutionary
thinking in the movement and natnon. It must
deal with both nanonal and international issues.
It must be the collective organism of our inter-
nal and external constituency and must spear-
head the raising of national and class conscious-
ness among the people. The Party press must
enable its members o waich out for and to
comment upon national and imternational poli-
trcal events and to devise appropriate methods
ol influencing such events or response 1o them
in an inelhigent and revolutionary manner.

The distributive acitivities of the press are ca-
pable ol enabling the Pariv to establish a nu-
cleus or network ol agents who will in time form
the skeleton of the organisation we need for the
revolution.

Opportunism

In respect ol opportunism i leadership it is
imperative that the Party should ruthlessly
struggle against the injection of dogmatism into
the liberation movement. This comes in 1wo
lorms, narrow nationalism  and  red-baiting.

One ol the first things polical education
should do is to clearly define the important role
ol nationalism in the struggle as well as its limi-
tattons. It ois also typical of revisionism 1o sow
diversionist and collaboratiomst deas into the
movement and we must constantly and cease-
lessly expose this.

We can say, in conclusion, that only through
the political education ot our Party and people
in the scientific theory on human altaurs and the
consistent use of a revolutionary press for poli-
tical exposure can we combat opportunism in
leadership and in the hiberation movement, The
maturing of a politically conscious nation under
the oppression and exploitation of imperialism
inevitably brings out two wings of the National
hourgeoisic  the nationalist and comprador -
and so the emergence ol National leadership
corresponds to that class position in relation to
imperialism and social impeniahism. The one
aims at a programme 1o complete the bourgeois
democratic revolution by wiping out the rem-
nants of ¢thme and feudalistic relations, while
the other one wants only to replace the colonia-
l1st s,

I'his 1s the position that we call a South A fri-
can exceprionalism and explains the social prac-
ee of the right wing of the movement and ex-
presses the viewpoint ol the comprador bourge-
ois, the role of African controfling A fricans for
imperialism, in other words, the invisible appli-
cation of Neo-colonialism in the black commu-
nity. Who, indeed, can control the raging sava-
e from murdering and butchering the whites,
as Bram Fischer warned, than the black com-
prador bourgeois? And he must be coopted into
the imperialist camp through the liberal agents
who are indeed the front for impenalism in the
black community. And i1s acceptance must na-
turally mean the end of the National elite to uni-
le against imperialism.

This situation could only be retrieved by
black workers asserting themselves in an inde-
pendent manner. The only form hitherto open
to them is the one they gave inherited from hi-
story —the racial form — but now the content
has changed. Imperialism is no longer merely
oppressing the individual through colomalism,
but is exploiting the nation and the class.

In the sixties, especially between 1964 and
[96Y the national liberation movement flounde-
red, the leadership was either disoriented or
bought olft. The black student movement reacti-
vated the political struggle and became the base
[or the revolutionary movement. The platform
ol the process of re-awakening and re-activation
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musi be the fight of the black workers for a de-
cisive role in the resistance movement as well as
the recognition ol the responsibility ol leader-
ship in relation to the aspirations and expecta-
tions ol the exploited urban poor and the depri-
ved rural poor in the historical necessity to hnk
the resistance with the struggle of the colonial
poor of the world in the internatnonal front
against imperialism, That whole struggle must
be linked, in our case, to the difficult task of
building a genuine party of the revolution.

Three reactionary Tendencies

There are three tendencies we wish (¢ exami-
ne briefly in the resistance movement ol our
people, the ethnic homeland policy of the racis
regime, the multi-racial liberalism of the
Freedom-Charter and Social Democracy which
poses as an alternative to capualism and com-
munism.

The only question we want to draw attention
to here i1s that the so called independent ethnic
homelands have no separale econoniic syvsteni
from that ol racist South Africa and can only
gain cthnie autonomy. The dominant classes in
the ethnie arcas are the ethnie and comprador
bourgeoisie, who are a historical necessity lor
the continued existence of the system. Imperia-
lism provides its comprador agents with @ com-
modity market. But they have no goods 1o sell
and they sell human labour units, i other
words, they sell the people in those areas to im
perialism, and therefore depend upon the impe-
rialists for their subsistance, salvation and suryvi-
val. As the struggles grow, so will this class ot
persons, because imperialism needs 1t 1o control
black labour. And it will grow into the puppel
bureaucracy, Lhe labour aristocracy and the re-
actionary armed forces.

The tendency of multi-racial liberalism falls
into this category in a more sophisticated man-
ner than the ethnic comprador bourgeoisic. The
entire content ol the Freedom Charter, which
we called the charter of slavery, embodies, not
the principle of national independence or the
right of selfdetermination tor the oppressed,
but 1the right 1o cultural autonomy. It accords
the oppressed national groups the right 1o have
therr own cultural institutions while the domima-
Ling whites retain all nattonal political power in
their own hands. That document cunningly con-
ceals the chauvinistic designs of the white midd-
le class in the SACP as expressed by Rebeeca
Bunting in Moscow in 1928, Who will gnarantee
the equality ol whites in an independent nature
republic? The polinical cat of the CPSA had ol
last been let out ol the bag, and accordmye 1o

|12

Farry Havwood, 1t was a mangy, chauvinisi
e,

I'he tendency of social democracy distingui-
shes wsell as a retormist movement which open-
Iv denies the sodial revolution and scientific so-
clalism, It has failed dismally 1o turn the class
struggle into class peace and co-existence, which
are in reality the myth for winning over bourge-
o1s power with the aim of building socialism as
one revisionist chieftam stated not so long aeo
that ..the peacetul road to socialism aimed al
advanced democraey 1o avond violenge, ™

It is important that our politcal education
should be based vpon a delinite ideological
world outlook s that cur Party ceases 1o be i
storehouse of various and even divergent poli-
cal views and that 118 members should cease 1o
be what Stalin called a conglomeration of polii-
il windbags.

Personnel Security

One ol the key tunctions of polinical educa-
tion is in the feld of personnel security upon
which depends the continued existence of our
organisation. We cannot adopt an attitude of
callous indifference or unconcern tor the people
we recruit into the revolution. We are obliged to
assemble the scattered torces of the revolution
For genuine armed struggle. One of the main
platforms of this exercise 15 to make a clear di-
stinction between those who mean serious busi-
ness and preachers ol revolution because each
one has both an objective and a material inter-
est 1t serves, The hite of a revoluuonary cadre 1y
a4 precious jewel which cannot be picked up in
the street or trifled with.

The decisive lactor ol our cadre policy and
the unity of our party is the attitude our mem-
bers take towards the political line ol the revolu-
tion. 1t s only when we cooperate to exectte the
lasks of the given tme and place that we beco-
me capable of achieving suceess i our work.
[hat success s carried Torward 1o ngher levels
as more advanced rasks are planned and carried
oul successtully, and in this wav the value ol
principled discipline and systematie order 15 ap-
preciated. Relanse security and personal easc ol
mind are necessary 1o the suceess ol our perfor-
MEnge.

Intelligence

[here are two main consideranions in laun-
ching an armed strogele, namely, the security ol
the cadres of the revolution and the protection
ol local populations. The political platform ol
the exercise v Lo end colonial rule and 1o enable
the people to restore and parsue then socil de-



velopment which was stopped by, or had been
subordinared to. military suppression and colo-
nial rule.

The phyacal problem that leadership should
soive ideologically s that of arms. The masses
vt the people mias be unwilling to respond 1o the
clarion call to arms where the price of Tailure 1s
too high and the chidanees of suceess are (0o low.
Far the present the numercal dilference bet-
ween the trained cadres und the reagtionary ar-
med torces is 100 ¢narmous. The detenders of
the colonial status quo form a relitively unned
block that is sometimes calles “granite”” while
the political lighters are politically fragmenied
and lack o waited leadership.

These are not the only disadvantages. The na-
tional liberavon movement scems to be unahle
to visualise the amount of pohtical and military
power that should be built up to tackle the ene-
my seriously . The task of building up parallel
organisations underground and tryving o ligui-
date the regime s intelligence networks among
the people. seems to be bevond their grasp. This
is clearty seen in the manner in which the cadres
of the revolution are disrupted fairly easily and
weakened by peity internal struggle combined
with the habirual weaknesses of those operating
away from the home base,

Any talk ot underground wartare raises the
question of the revolutionary potential of the
resistunce mosement, taking into account, the
clementary factors of war in the country. The
ciemy bullies us and can only continue to bully
us because ot the unorganised state of our af-
lanrs,

[his is the wdeological foundation for our in-
telligence services and if we have any revolutio-
nary potential this is the time and place 1o show
ol what stulf we are made.

Propazanda

The general orientation ol our propaganda
and the image we want (o build 18 as follows:

I. Our primary task is to umify and to revolutio-
nise our party so as 1o enable it to occupy a van-
guard position in our revolution;

2) Qur secondary task is 1o unify the Liberation
Novement of our country, so that we can speah
with the same voice and act in unison on all
matters of the revolution:

3) Our third task is to unify our revolutionary
people under the leadership of the Liberation
Movement of our country, so that we can effec-
tively isolate the enemy and thoroughly defeat
him;

1) The fourth task 1s 1o enhance the integrity ol
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o Liberation Movement and 1o guard with
our lives the honour of the title ol member ol
wur arty.

These are our cardinal internal tasks, Our ex-
ternal tasks are as tollows:

5) We have no mandate to explain apartheid in
cur propaganda. Our task is Lo mobilise opinion
against racism and tascism and 1o organise and
lead our people towards its overthrow:

6) We have no reason 1o bemoan the plight ol
the oppressed people in our country or 10 seek
sympathy as innocent victims. While we seek
moral and material support from friends ol our
revolution, our primary task 1s 10 educate our
people and lead their efforts 10 chunge thenr
conditions ol life tor the better, We lay emipha-
sIs on this aspevt;

7) In speaking against apartheid, our task is 1o
repudiate 1L deologically withoul rancour or ra-
cialism, Race and colour are not the problem
that 15 facing us in our country. We believe onl
in the human race, and colour of the skin
counlts for nothing. The facl thai oppression is
physically associated with the whiteman is only
incidencal. Racism is one aspect ol the aggressi-
ve nature of capitalism;

8) Propaganda must be substanually true 1o be
believed and 1o enhance the integrity and mee-
nuity of our Liberation Movement. We have a
just cause and must uphold the principles of re-
volutionary justice, which must be seen to be
done.

All these are clementary matters which we all
understand. They are being emphasised for the
simple reason that we do not always all observe
them and this often has a damaging effect in our
relationships internally and externally.

Weall know the famous saving that if there is
10 be revolution there must be a revolutionary
partv, It 15 the desire of all of us that our parry
should be revolutionary in the true sense. When
we talk ol a party we do not just refer 1o its na-
me, but to the members and leading cadres who
must, as a rule, fulfil the rasks for which the
party was lounded in the first place.

Party Leadership

The principal task of a political party is to gi-
ve competent leadership to the struggles of the
oppressed and exploited people in whose name
it ¢la'ms to speak. Its leaders can best do this by
eulding, directing, teaching the people, pointing
vt the erises in rheir conditions of fite, leading
them to Lind solutions to their social problems
and 1o organise their social life in their own in-
[eresis.
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The historic task of leadership consists in the
ability to organise the people, rouse them to ac-
tion, set them definite tasks to pursue, and mo-
bilise them to carry out those tasks. Svstematic
organisation and iron discipline are the moslt
important means essential to the pursuit of the
tasks of a revolutionary movemeni. Those who
are interested in the effective solution of the so-
cial problems ol our people can be identified by
their concern for the methods emploved in the
pursuit of the tasks of liberation. Anvone who
is not particular about the methods a revolutio-
nary movement uses cannot be seriously intere-
sted in the solution of complex problems.

It s essential therefore that a revolutionary
party must be strong in its overall structure,
from top to bottom; in its committees at all le-
vels, and in its specialised departments. The
strength of the party must lie in its ideological
and organisational unity, which means briefly,
the ability ol 1its members to discuss freely and
to decide all party affairs, pur forward ideas on
all matters of concern to the revolution, and 1o
devise and uphold democratic procedures and
traditions of the party which must be binding to
all. A revolutionary party must not only be
strong in its political line. It must be strong in
putting that line into practice. This is what con-
stitutes the party's historical responsibility, It is
this by which mankind and the revolution jud-
ges us. This is why members of such a parny
must follow a common discipline and a com-
mon morality. We cannot atford to violate that
historical responsibility.

We all expect our party to be a unified whole.
Burt its leaders, cadres and general members do
not have a uniform grasp of things. Some are
quick to understand, some are slow and take
longer to do so, while vet others lail to grasp
things and cannot easily cope with new tasks
and new situations. Any vet others mentally re-
fuse to leave the beaten track. Raising the level
of understanding of all these persons is the basic
method of uniting them. We can easily make
the distinction vetween those who are keen 1o
learn and those who resist development and ob-
struct progress, and accordingly develop the
good points and find a way of making up for
weaknesses in our political consciousness.

On Discipline

[t is impossible to have a revolutionary party
without a revolutionary nucleus of individveals
which believes in revolutionary principles and is
dedicated to their pursuit. Three main problems
are a stumbling-block to the revolutionisation
of political militants. First is individualism

which manitests nself in three main tendencies,
namely, (1) subjectivism which looks at matters
one-sidedly, taking the part for the whole; (i)
dogmatism which bases uselt on words and
phrases taken out of books and guoted out of
context, and (1) empinicism which rejects ob-
jective reality and follows narrow personal ex-
PETIENnces.

The second is mdiscipline which can be iden-
tified in three main tendencies, lirst the bad ha-
bit of being arrogant and conceited in the rela-
tions with others, secondly, the bad practice of
saying one thing and doing the opposite, and
thirdly, the bad idea ol putting self-interest be-
fore everything else and always proceeding lrom
egoism. We have already indicated the imperati-
ve need for an ideologically unied party whose
members, i their individual actions, are so-
lemnly bound rogether by the revolutionary
principles of a common morality and a common
discipline. In a revolutionary collective nobody
acts as he likes. Our struggle demands lovaliv to
the collective, and that lovalty cannot be lorth-
coming without self-discipline.

The third is disunity which is brought about
by conflicting interests. It is undeniable that in
every soclely correct ideas exist side by side with
wrong ones. This is much more so in a revolu-
fionary collective where, 1 organisational unity
is 1o be maintained, relations cannot stem from
individual interests or personal likes and dishi-
kes. We proceed from the tact that unity is
strength and cannot be replaced. The unity we
want 1s that ot the battlehield which must help
us Lo achieve our historic mission of bullding a
new society in our country. We cannot do this
unless and until we ourselves have been moul-
ded into new 1vpes ol dedicated men who are
servants of the people and not theirr masters;
men who place the interests ol the people lirst
and loremost: men who have cultivated sound
and healthy personal attitudes and habits ol
mind; men who have a correct attitude towards
all work without considerin. rank, burden or
conditions: men who work together for a com-
mon end in line with a common plan ol action.
Such unity cannot be created in one day or once
for all :ime. It must be built up gradually in the
face of odds and obstacles.

[t 1s the duty of all of us to realise that our
struggle cannot be led by default. In political
struggle men must consider themselves responsi-
ble for their own competence and for the high
standard of performance that their work requi-
res. They must increasingly work as members of
a responsible team organised around the speci-
fic task in hand. They must be able 1o work 1~
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sether consciously and voluntarily according o
the logic of the situation and the demands of the
task in hand, The task of introducing systematic
order into our work is to use the contribution of
every man as a building block for joint perfor-
mance,

Our immediate and urgent task is Lo assure

that our revolution will take place; that it will
continue to its logical conclusion, and that we
have a revolutionary force capable of carrying
out, effectively and efficiently, the complex
problems that are associated with a long and
hrutal revolution. Everyone of us is welcome to
be an integral part of such a force, and must be
so willingly and consciously.

Significance of Sharpeville Uprising

“"BLACK MONDAY™ —March 21st 1960 is an
unforgettable day in the history of the African
Revolution and of the Azanian Revolution in
particular, It was on that day thar the Pan Afri-
canist Congress led by Mangaliso Robert So-
bukwe organised a positive action campaign
against the hated pass laws in South Africa. The
racist government of Dr. Hendrick F. Verwoerd
opposed that monumenial campaign by unlea-
shing reacnionary violence on the oppressed and
nationally dispossessed people o) Azama.

Passes suspended for 17 days

His police under orders shot and killed 83
Black people and wounded 365 at Sharpeville
and Langa. Several PAC leaders were arrested.
Among these were Mangaliso Sobukwe, Zepha-
niah Mothopeng, George Siwisa, Mlamh Mak-
wetl, John Phokela and many others. The state
of emergency was declared throughout the ra-
cist Republic. Lven leaders of orzanisations that
had not participated in this cumpaign were arre-
sted. These were organisations such as the Con-
gress of Democrats, the Liberal Party, the Alri-
can National Congress and the South African
Indian Congress. Altogether 1569 people were
derained.

The shooting of Afnicans by the racists ange-
red not only the freedom-loving people ol the
world, but the Africans themselves inside Aza-
nia. They continued demonstrations against the
pass taws throughout the country. In some areas
thev burnt down government buildings, stoned
Euraopean cars, set fire to beerhalls. In fact, on
the 30th of March —9 davys after the Sharpeville
shootings, 60000 people met at Caledon Square
police station in Capetown demanding the re-
lease of their leaders. Helicopters and the show
ol force proved hopeless 1o intimidate them. To
diffuse the most explosive situation Verwoerd’s
Government suspended the pass laws for 17
davs. That was a glittering victory for the mas-
ses of Azania, It was the most humiliating thing
the Boers had ever been forced to do —conside-
ring how nasd-intaxicated the Broederbond Go-
vernment of Verwoerd was. Verwoerd knew

nothing else but to “‘keep the kaffir in his
place.”’
Damage To South African Economy

Sharpeville dealt devastating blows to the
economy ol South Africa. For the first quarter
ot 1960 alone capitalisation value of shares quo-
ted on the stock exchange dropped by Pounds
GOO000000. In one dav alone on March 30th,
the total market capitalisation was slashed
down by Pounds 10000000, The South African
Hank Reserves sank to their lowest level ever.
Had it not been for the United States of Ameri-
can Banks which provided financial aid to the
tune of Pounds 100000000 to boost the then
shattered economy of South Africa, Arzania
might have been born in the early sixties 1s very
much to the amazement ol everyone.

The atmosphere in the country was tense. The
investors were worried. The Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry handed a memorandum (o
the Government. In it thev said among other
things:

“*The immediate cost has been loss of life,
loss of production, general unrest, and diver-
sion of part of our manpower for military ser-
vice. Far more serious is the loss of confidence
among investors in South Africa abroad, resul-
ting in the withdrawal of capital and cancella-
lion of business projects that were under favou-
rable consideration; the potential loss of people
through emigration and reduced immigration,
and the damage that the economy sustains as a
result of mounting international disapproval of
the policies lollowed in South Africa, which are
widely believed 1o have caused the present
crisis.”’

The Shooting of Dr. Verwoerd

This unprecedented loss of money and da-
mage to the South African economy led 1o an
altempted assassination on Dr. Verwoerd him-
self. As one African journalist has put it, **The
shooting in an attempted assassination of Dr.
Verwoerd was the most propitious and accurate
weather signal for the era ushered in by Sharpe-
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ville. The meident ook place at the height of
1960 crisis on April 9, when Dr. Verwoerd was
addressing a big crowd at the opening of the
L'mion Exposition at the show-ground in Johan-
nesbure,

Adthough unplanned, the inadent was politi-
cally motivated and was inspired by the PAC
positive action campaign. On his own aceount
avid Praty, a wealthy tarmer said he was dri-
ven Lo desperation by the Prime Minister’s <hili -
lessness in his granite apartheid attitude in the
showground speech which 1ook no notice ol the
tremendous harm done to the country’s ccono-
my by the pohcies which had led 1o the Sharpe-
ville crisis.™

Sharpeville ~early Broughi
4 Change of Government

The country was on the verge ol anarchy and
chaos. The Boers tound themselves handling a
crisis ol unprecedented magnitude which thes
iter called the “"Pogo menace’™. They were
completely taken by surprise. It was not that the
Adrican people had suddenly awakened. It was
that they had suddenly got a leadership that
touched the right button that struck a chord ol
response i their hearts. That muassive response
shook South Advica o its foundation as never
betore.

It was not out ol wdie wlk when Lewis Nkosia
reputable African journalist wrote later about
the PAC leader, Sobukwe and the Sharpeville
campaign and said: *“In March 1960, Roben
Sobukwe, President ol the Pan Africanmist Con-
gress helped orchestrate a crisis that panicked
the South African Government and nearly
brought about the kind ol political anarchy
which all too olten muahes possible iransterence
of power overnight ... Al the age of 36 Sobuk-
we has a rare distinction of having scared Dr.
Verwoerd's Government oul of its wits, As any-
body knows by now, the South African Govern-
ment does not scare easy.’’

Let me also point out that it was as a result ol
the Sharpeville campaign that South Aflrica was
kicked out of the Commonwealth. Can we ima-
gine what the Commonwealth would have been
like with the racists in it? What would they have
said in Lusaka in August 1979 when the lree-
dom of Zimbabwe was discussed? The very lact
of their presence in Lusaka would have been i
terrible smell in the nostrils of Alrica. Sharpe-
ville made it possible jor Dr. Kwame NKkrumah
to lead a campaign o have South Africa Kicked
out of the Commonwealth,
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sharpeville U prising Unigue

Between 1919 and 1960 there were 21 massa-
vies of Atricans besides Sharpes ille and T anga.
I 1920 members of a0 rehigious sect led by
Eonock Maijme swere massaered when they relu-
sed to be monved Front the lund thes oceapied. In
946 miners i Johannesburg on stiihe were kil
led, The strthe was organised by B A arks,
O her massacres ol Adrncans occurred m Wirzis-
hock . Sikhokhuniland, Poondolmd and mans
arher places. But Sharpesille was o unigue upri-
sting i than s aldeimare i was setzare ol polit
citl power Tor the indigenous Adocan peaple in
the Blickman™s country and estiabhishment ol
an N rcanist Socilise democraey

Fhe response by the Atnican people clearls
showed that they recoenised the new spirit and
line of struggle thin had been introduced, It was
not conwesstons that were needed. I was not the
abolition of raciabism and mtroduction of o
multi-racial socicty, The ssue was the restora-
pion ol the land o the owners, sell-determing-
Hon on The tasis of Mowan oagoriny rule and
Lhe establishment of i non-racial sociahist socie-
IV,

Chvernight, Sharpesille showed the way. It in-
ected a new conlidence m the Atfrican.
taught the mportancee ol selt-reliance. It sho-
wed him thar he was his own hiberator. Others
could help him. Bur he was to bear the brunt ol
his own liberation. The literates and  semi-
illiterates that Sobukwe had said were the key,
Lhe core and cornerstone of the Azaman Reso-
lution had demonstrated thar given the corredt
leadership thes could reverse the MM vears of
their national dispossession and hunuiliation

sabukwe In The Racisi Courl

Sobukwe and s colleagues could now speik
uneompronusingdy on the guestien of the libe-
ratiwon of the Afrcans, Crawhng and begginge
the Whites was over,

When the magistrate delvered his 135 munu-
s Judgement on the PAC leaders, be said that
Lhe evidence had shown than the Pan Adricanis
Congress had s uloomate objeer the overthrow
ol white supremiagy . “"Not onls wis 11 vour ob-
ject tor DL the janls, but yvou tended o prralvse
brade, tndustey and the ceconomy of the country,
in order o loree the Gosernment 1o chanee the
s,

Bur Sobubwe as spokesian tor his colleaeues
answered. U Your worship, o will be remen be-
red Tl when this case began w erclused 1o
plead, because we Tell no moral obligation
whatsoever 1o obey ks which are made exclu-
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sively by g white minority . Bui 1 would iike
Lo gquote whar was said by somehods betore

that an ungust s cannot be qusthy apphied . .
We belwy e one race only - 1he Buman race 1o
w el we all belone. The history of that race s
long stiugele against all restoctions, phyvsical,
mental and spremwal. We o would have berrased
the loman race 1o which we all belong 15 we had
W are elad 1o has e made

-

Nt done our shire
arlr conirithur o

Woe stand Tor equal rights Yor ol srdivicdials,
Hind e wihittes faoe o aoeet allegienee 1o Alr-
cat s onee i truly non-racial demagracy evases
L Sowhe Adrica, ol imdividuads, whates er then
volour or race, will be accepred as Alricans |

As mdividuals we do nor count: we are b
the toods of histors, whieh soll alwas s tfind new
lowds. W are not alraid ol the conseguences ol
our dehons and 1os not oo mrention o plead
tor meres. Thank vou, Your Wor-yp.™

Fhaat swas the spara that led 1o Sharpesille. In
i attemp to siamp ol the spirt o Alrican
nationahsm and sell=derenmmation, Verwoend™s
Governmient banned the Pan Adncamst Con-
aress and later made a liw called the “*Sobukwe
Clause™

Sharpeville gave birth to the armed struggle

By 1963 the country was infested with w ha
Johannes B, Vorster then Mimister ol Justice
called the “Pogo menace’. Police stations
manned hv Enropean police were beimng stor-
med. (n the Jth ol February 1963 g1 Nbashe
Bridge 5 Furopeans were reported killed with
homemade bombs, Police stations such as Pearl
were uttacked. The counmiry was being threie-
ped by the Nau Mau type of struggle tor libera-
ton. Luropean police and soldiers, informers
and Bantustan agents were being lought and
Killed with Paneas and other home-made wea-
YOS,

Vorster had 1o work 24 hours a day in his de-
rernunation to break the back of Poyo-PACT

which s the embodiment of the spirn that led
1o Sharpeville, He resorted to 1orture such as
cortld Tirve been esperienced only m Naai-Ger-
many . He recoenised the leadership of PAC un-
der Sobukwe as pace-selter.

In tact, several members of PAC such as
satae MMthimunve, Samuel Chibane, Philimon
Fetu, John Nkosi, Jatta Masemola and Dinaka
MMelepe were the st political prisoners 1o be
seitenced o e imprisonmen! on Robben Iy
Lind . 1 eaders ol other organisations  tound
these callant sons ol the soil there in 1964,
| hese mclude Nelson Mimdela who was impr-

soned on Robben Island in 1964 alter the “*Ri-
vorta Tral™. And these PAC prisoners to-
gether with Mandela ol the ANC are sill on
Robben Island serving their life prison senten-
oS,

Yes, Sharpeville changed the political situa-
tion m South Alrica. Alwer Sharpeville South
Adrica was never the same and will never be the
same again until the day ol hiberation,

PAC Guerillas on Their Way 1o Battle

In the middie of 1968 in widely scanered
darens of Ouishoon, Laingsburg, Graal Reinet
and Victoria West several people were arrested
tor Turthering the aims of the banned Pan Afri-
camst Congress i South Adrica. T seems the ar-
rests in these places were connected with the in-
filtration of PAC guenllas through Mozama-
G,

O the 2nd ol July 1968 the STAR newspaper
i Johannesbure reporied: “Portuguese securi-
Iy Torces were caught i a murderous cross-lire
as they charged eemng members ol the Pan
Alricantst Congress ol South Alnca, according
1o Hirst-on-the-spot report account of the action
m which threee pohcemen were hilled near Villa
Pery last week ... " This was near Sibasa in
Northern Transvaal.

Sharpeville A Historical W atershed

Sharpeville s a elitterimg milestone in the hi-
story ol the Azanian Revolution. It was out of
heen observation and correct analysis of events
abour Sharpeville when a daily newspaper in
Tanzania said in an editonal, **There s no gain-
saving the fact that when the annals of the libe-
ration ol Southern Africa and Azania (South
Africa) in particular, come to be writien,
Sharpeville will assume the prominence ol a hi-
storical watershed, For the incident demonstra-
ted the courage ol Azanians in pursuit of their
rights; it demonstrated the lengths 1o which they
were prepared o go in sacnifice. Bul even more
importantly i showed the limits o peaceful ne-
potation.  Ultimately  what the massacre ol
Sharpeville demonstrated was the utier vicious-
ness of the South African Fascists, and the need
for new forms of struggle against the regime il
the Azanian liberation was to be attained.™

The International Community
Honours Sharpeville

The significance ot Sharpeville has also been
recoeinsed by the enuire international communi-
1yv. On the 2nd of December 1968, the General
Assembly ol the United Nations by Resolution
2396 (XXIN) adopted that the 21st of March
cach vedr be commemorated as the Internatio-
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nal Day for the Elimimation ol Racial Discrimi-
nation.

The disciples of the martyrs of Sharpeville
(the Pan Africamst Congress) are recognised by
the OAU (Organisation of African Unity). The
Pan Africanist Congress together with the Afri-
can National Congress has an observer status al
the United Nations.

Inside Azania the entire Black Consciousness
Movement which wrote indellibly Sewero on
the page sof the Azanian revolution on the 16th
of June 1976 observes March 21st as Heroes'
Dav. It was not surprising when on the 21st of
March 1979, a South African newspaper repor-
ted, “‘Sowero Mourns Sharpeville Victims."
“*Soweto”' derived inspiration from “‘Sharpe-
ville"'. That is why when the Azanian Peoples’
Organisation and the Azanian Students Organi-
sation (AZASO) declared June 16th as National
Day of Freedom, the disciples of the Sharpeville
martyrs and the people of Azama happily ac-
cepted this another revolutionary dav in the an-
nals of struggle in Azania.

The very name Azania 15 inspired by the
Sharpeville spirit —the spirit of self-determina-
tion and of African majority rule. The Azanian
revolutionaries reject the colonial and racist
name **South Africa™ with the utter contempt it
deserves,

Sharpeville Initiated Biko Into Politics

The significance of Sharpeville s seen
throughout Azania. For instance, how was
Steve Bantu Biko, a renowned leader, martyr
and hero of Azama initiated into politics that
led him to abandon his medical career.”?

Gail M. Gerhart in his book Black Power in
South Africa —-The Evolution of An ldevlogy
says, “‘Born in 1947 in King Williamstown in
the eastern Cape, the son of a Government-em-
ployed clerk, Biko's initiation into politics had
come as a teenager in 1963 when his older bro-
ther, a student at Lovedale High School, was
arrested as  suspected POQO (PAC) activist
and jailed for nine months . ..

In July 1966 he attended the NUSAS annual
conference as an observer, and in 1967 he parti-
cipated as a Wentworth delegate at the July
conference which saw bitter reactions from
black students when Rhodes University, the
host institution, prohibited mixed accemoda-
tion or eating places al the conference site ... "’

This of cour.e, later led to the formation ol

SASO. SASO was banned together with other
organisations affiliated to the Black Conscious-
ness Movement in 1977. But AZASO (Azanian
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Students Organisation) was formed n 1979,
Thus the struggle from Sharpeville continues
and has taken new forms of struggle including
the armed form which was once an “‘anathe
ma’’ to the old multi-racial leadership.

sharpeville Promoted
the Doctrine of Self-Determination

Siee Sharpeville the struggle has intensilied.
Revolutionary violence which was eschewed be-
fore  Sharpeville 15 now  accepted. Belore
Sharpeville the doctrine of “*‘mulri-racialism™
was so prevalent that Atlrican nationalism. self-
determination, African majority rule were
equated with “racialism’’, “*drive the white man
10 the sea!™

This was, ol course, rubbish because nowhere
in Africa was a whiteman cver driven 1o rhe sea
alter African majority rule. The Azanian Revo-
lution was being deliberately distorted by Euro-
peans and their *‘*civilised boys' in order 10
confuse the land guestion and hide the histori-
cal fact of the usurped sovereignty in Azania
and thus delay the long over-due liberation of
Arama,

The struggle sparked off by Sharpeville and
catapulted 1o a higher intensity by Soweto con-
tinues unabated. Just before the death of Man-
galiso Sobukwe —the man whose movement or-
ganised the campaign which led 1o Sharpeville,
a long trial ook place in South Africa. It 1s now
famously known as “Bethel Trial of the 18",

Reporting this trial on the 1st of July 1979,
the Sundayv Times (South Africa) said, South
Africa’s Biggest Terror Trial, and the longest in
the countryv’s judicial fustory, wound up this
week when 16 Pan Africanist Congress suppor-
ters were jailed for underground activites, ...
The statistics of the trial have set their own re-
cords —1it has taken 165 court sitting davs, 3200
pages of evidence and argument were recorded,
and 86 co-conspirators were involved, including
the late Mr, Robert Sobukwe, the leader of the
PAC .

Almost the entire trial including the mara-
thon 21-hour judgement was held in camera . .
the men on (ral aged between 20 and 66,

From the outset, when hearing bepan 19
months ago, the dignitied figure ol the South
African leader of the PAC, Zeph Mothopeng
captured the focus of auention. When asked to
plead 1o the charges he said from the dock: ‘I do
not recognise the right of this court to try me'.”"

BOSS Fears the Spirit of Sharpeville

The assassination of David Sibeko is believed
to have been largely the work of the most sophi-
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sticated spving ring of the South African Go-
vernment —BOSS or BONS., In 1977 the racists
discovered that PAC had not only infiltrated
some of s guerillas into South Alrica. But that
in the country-side these guerillas had not only
been organising peasanis and politicising them,
but that they had trained them in the use of
arms right mside South Atrica.

The assassination of Sibeko who was the
ablest Foreign Affairs Secretdry 1o ever repre-
sent the PAC at the United Nations, was an at-
tempt 1o guench the spirtt that was ushered in
by Sharpeville. Bui the objectives for which the
Sharpeville martves  and  others died  shall
triumph. No force on carth can quench the spi-
rit of Sharpeville, The spirit of the martvrs of

_—

Sharpeville 18 irresistible and irreversible. The
spirit. will be there until the birth of Azania
along with the birth of Zimbabwe and Namibia.
But tor the spirit of Sharpeville to (riumph
s00n, there 1s a need for the formation of a uni-
ted front for the liberation of Azania consisting
ol all Azanian liberation movements which have
a contradition with the enemy. This is a must
for the speedy savers of the National Democra-
tic Revolution in Arama. Those who have been
misled by the myth of “*authenticity’ and super
power politics must take care. Three vears of a
united front in Zimbabwe achieved far more for
the people of Zimbabwe than 17 vears of the
myth ol “authenncity .

An Azanian Marxist-Leninist Speaks

These views were sent to us by an Azanian
Marxist-Leninist, covering a number of topics
from a Marxist-Leninist point of view.

On the Two-Phase Revolution

The aims of the National Democratic Revolu-
tion can never be fully realised if the revolution
goes only as far as trying to resolve the national
contradictions. In order for them 1o be {ully re-
alised, the revolution needs to go on to the so-
cial phase, where its main tasks would be 1o re-
solve the social contradictions prevailing. Histo-
rv has demonstrated bevond any doubt that the
gains oi the National Democratic Revolution
stand to be reversed if the revolution is halted at
the national stage,

[f the revolution does not go uninterruptedly
to the next phase, that of the socialist struggle,
then the benefits brought about by the victories
of the first phase, the national one, shall not be
fully realised. Why 1s this so? It 1s because the
greatl victories of the national democratic revo-
lution do not necessarily preclude the return of
imperialism by other means. It 1> only when the
revolutionary struggle of the masses goes on to
the socialist phase that the chances ol unperia-
list repenetration are diminished. It becomes
obvious then, that the struggle against imperia-
lism 1s, ultimately, a struggle for socialism, for
imperialism can never be totally banished by the
national revolution. Let all nationalist revolu-
tionaries understand this, for, in the final analy-
sis, their struggle shall be a futile one if it is en-
visaged as merely a nationalist struggle.

To the extent that a given national struggle is

anti-colonial, it is not necessarily anti-capitalist.
But, insofar as it 1s anti-imperialist, it 1s certain-
ly anti-capitalist, for it is only by destroying the
capitalist system in the country that the imperia-
list svstem can be ended.
MNational Democratic Revolution
in Azania

The National Question in Azania can only be
successfully resolved through the vehicle of the
revolutionary national democratic war. Why is
our war said to be revolutionary, national and
democratic? Our war is said to be revolutionary
in that it 1s a war of the masses. And as such 1t
can only be fought by mobilising the masses and
relving on them.

It is national in that it is going lo be against
the invasion and occupation force of settler-co-
lonialism. It shall be waged to repossess the
country and the land and also to restore the sac-
red rights ol national sovereignty and self-deter-
mination. The war shall be democratic in that it
shall be based on the democratic leadership of
the workers and peasanits.

On the

On the Historical Necessity of the Democratic
Revolution

A clear study of world history indicates that
the democratic revolution IS a necessary stage
for any (and all) societies. Before 1917, such re-
volutions had been undertaken under the lea-
dership of the bourgeoisie and were bourgeois
revolutions. But in this era, the era of proleta-
rian revolution, ushered in by the Russian prole-
tarian revolution of 1917, such revnlutiunslcan
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only be undertaken under the leadership ol the
proletariat. In the present world sivation, a si-
tuation characterised by the explonation and
oppression of weaker nations by the imperialist
powers, such revolutions take on a new dimen-
sion, namely a nationalist one. In this case the
proletariat mobilises and leads the oppressed
nation i a natonal democratic revolution,
whose main task 15 to end imperiahst domina-
tion and, in some cases, colonial domination as
well and, in the process, regain the lost democ-
ratic rights of independence and self-determina-
ton. OF course the attamment of these rights
does not necessitate the ending of the revolu-
tion. Due to the fact thar these successes can be
eastly reversed by imperialism and that true and
“permanent’ democracy can only be realised in
a classless society (which can only be reached
through a long struggle undertaken on the hig-
hest level), it becomes necessary to continue the
revolution to the socialist phase. This phase is
possible, because, of the successtul conclusion
of the first phase, namelv the national and de-
mocratic one, the proletariat shall have destroy-
ed the old state and its place created its own,
This state is the instrument it shall vse for the
socialist struggle.

On Class Dictatorship

The concept of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat is better understood or better iHustrated
by the dictatorship of the bourgeois and the dic-
tatorship of the anstocracy and monarchy,
[tinvolves understanding that the state is a class
instrument and therefore whatever class 15 in
power it uses the state for its own ends; hence
the dictatorship. Of course, a given dictatorship
at a certain time in history is democratic.

Which is why for a time bourgeois rule was
recognised 1o be democratic and just. The dicta-
torship only became unacceptable when it was
overtaken by historical progress, when it stag-
nated ,when, instead of being a means 1o advan-
ce mankind, it became a means to retrogression,
A time wuen all our socio-economic problems
can only be solved by giving over the reins of
state 10 the proletariat, which would institute its
own dictatorship.

“The dictatorship of the proletariat is the
continvation of the class struggle under other
forms' (Lenin). But since other classes before
the proletariat have had their own dictatorships,
then Lenin’s statement can be paraphrased
thus: the dictatorship of a class is the continua-
tion of the class struggle under other forms. The
problem here arises from the fact that in using
the concept of the dictatorship of a class, it is

usually used i reference 1o the dictatorship of
the proletariat, thus obscuring its applicabiliy
to all class rule. This resulted in the equation of
the democratic dictaiarship ol the prolerariat
with the despotic dictatorship of the bourgeois
tnder fuscism and social-lascism,

On the Continuation of the Class
Struggle under Socialism

In a country where a seciali-t revolution is 1a-
king place it does not mean that there 15 no lon-
ger any class strugele, that the class strugele has
been ended. On the contrary, it means thar the
class struggle has intensihied, that 11 s now car-
ried on the highest plane. The prolecariat,
through ns vanguard, the Commumst Party,
has wrested the state from its enemy, the bour-
geois, and it s using this state to ruthlessly foree
through its progressive programme with the e
sultant suppression of the bourgeois (and s
supporters). On the other hand the tormer ru-
ling class, the bourgeois, is also using all its po-
wers, emplovine all s dirty tricks, 1o ey and
usurp power 'rom the proletariat. Anv relaxa-
tion, any lowering of the guuard by the proleta-
rian vanguard in such circumstances, under the
guise that the class stroggle s over, constituies d
betraval ol the proletarian revolution, because
any such neglect shall give the bouregeois s
long-awaited moment., Then o shall srike o
deadly blow, a blow which shall signal the end
ol the proletarian dictatorship and the restora-
non of the old, reactionary bourgeos dictator-
ship. Such was the case mn Russia (and i other
Former socialist countries,

“Looothariswhy weare Yorced with a new and
higher form of struggle against the bourgeois,
the struggle against the very simple task ol fur-
ther expropriating the capitalists to the much
more complicated and difticult tasks of creating
conditions in which 11 will be impossible for
new bourgeois to arise’” {Lenin). For those who
argue that the dictatorship ol the prolerariag
cannot be overthrown, as Charman Mao and
numerous others atter lum have shown has hap-
pened in Russia, should take note of the above
extract f'rom Lenm's work. For Lenin (o talk
of creating conditions which will preclude the ri-
se of a new bourgeois shows that even he consi-
dered 1t possible for a new bourgeois to arise in
a socialist country as it has done in Russia. And
these conditions can only be created by carrying
the revoelution into the cultural sphere. This re-
presents Stalin®s maimn falure. Lenin had recog-
nised the need for a cultural revolution, bul
when Stalin took over he emphasised the other
aspect ol the proletanian dictatorship, namely
the use of force which, incidentally, Lenin had
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pointed out that in itselt did not constitute the
essence nor was it the main constituent of prole-
tarian dictatorship.

On the Zimbabwean State and Revolution

The state in Zimbabwe is decidedly bourgeois
and controlled by the national bourgeois and
remnants of settler-colonialism. The main poli-
lical party ZANU(PF) is supposedly committed
to socialism, to socialist reconstruction. But it is
a well known Marxist-Leninist truth that the
present state in Zimbabwe cannot be used by
this party to undertake this task. For this to ha-
ve been possible the Zimbabwean Revolution
should have completely destroyed the old settler
colonial state and replaced 1t with a people's de-
mocratic state. Now, this state could have been
used for socialist reconstruction as it is a form
of proletarian state. But, then, due to circum-
stances beyond ZANU (PF)’s control (at the ti-
me of the Lancaster House Conference} the si-
tuation did not work out like that. What, then
should ZANU (PF) do in order to carry out its
avowed tasks? ZANU (PF) shall have to mobili-
se the Zimbabwean masses in a continuation of
the revolution and undertake the destruction of
the present state and institute a proletarian dic-
tatorship in the form of a people’s democracy.
But the problem is compounded by the fact that
ZANU (PF) is part of and has a major share in
the state it should destroy. It means, then, that
ZANU (PF) needs to renounce its position and
participation in the present state first, and then
proceed to destroy it. On the ruins of this state,
ZANU (PF) shall be able to build a state that it
shall use for its socialist reconstruction, Of
course this does not mean that [ am against the
present strategy of ZANU (PF) but | am merely
pointing out what I thank they shall ultimately
have to do.

On Social-Imperialism

Whereas the U.S. has become an imperialist
superpower primarily through political and eco-
nomic penetration and exploitation of the wea-
ker nations, the economically weaker Russian
superpower undertakes imperialist expansion
through political and military action. Besides
presenting itself as the natural ally of the Third
World countries, the Russian superpower ex-
ploits ,,conflict situations*’ by sending in arma-
ments, advisors and even troops —usually those
of a surrogate, not its own. la those places whe-
re the Russian superpower has interests and
which have no conflict situation which she can
exploit, and also in the absence of other means

-

of penetration she creates such conflicts which
then gives her an excuse to send troops or those
of its surrogates, as she did in Kampuchea. The
struggle in Azania is not only primarily against
the settler-colonialist but also against the neo-
colonial threat represented by the ,,internal*
puppets (Butulezi, etc.) and external puppets
(ANC, etc.).

On International Conferences

We are aware, we are convinced that the nu-
merous international meetings and conferences
between the imperialists and their supporters
will not produce solutions to our political and
socio-economic problems. But we are also awa-
re that the masses of the world have not yet rea-
ched that stage (in consciousness) where they
would turn their backs on such futile attempts
at solving our problems and embark on revolu-
tion, the only way these problems can be solved,
once and for all. We have a task before us to
convince the masses that these conferences can-
not produce solutions, that in order to solve
these enormous problems the masses themselves
would have to take over power and use this po-
wer to force through their programs. We should
use all means available to us to accomodate this
task. If and when the enemy provides us with
these means we should not hesitate.

On Reformism

In revolutionary politics reformism is identi-
cal with reaction. While it might be tactical for
revolutionaries to work with reformists, liberals
for some time, they know that sponer or later in
the course of the struggle, they shall turn upon
these reformists.

On the Question of “‘Driving the Whites into
the Sea”’

When we are accused of wanting to “‘drive
the whites into the sea’’ we wish to assure the
whites and international community that this is
certainly not our intention. Why do we have to
be so apologetic? What wonderful things have
the whites done to deserve to stay in Azania?
Certainly, there shall be no place in Azania for
all those whites who shall work for the mainte-
nance or restoration of the colonial / racist or-
der. These whites will have to be *‘driven into
the sea’’. Only those whites who shall turn their
backs on Europe and declare their loyalty to
and show unqualified support for the African
Peoule’s Republic which shall be proclaimed,
shall have the right to remain.

Who leads the national revolution?

As Chairman Mao said, we are now in the era
of proletarian revolutions. Even the national
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democratic revolution and it should not be con-
fused with an “‘ordipary’’ national revolution,
which is a bourgeois revolution. As they are not
firmly rooted in the masses, *‘ordinary’’ natio-
nal revolutions run the greatest danger of being
reversed. These revolutions, in an era of prole-
tarian power, are a reflection of how the bour-
geois elements of oppressed nations are prepa-
red to step into the shoes of the imperialist / co-
lonialist oppressor and continue the exploita-
tion of the mass of workers and peasants. In
Azania, the squabbles with the liberation move-
ment, let alone the outright treachery of the
quislings, have demonstrated that without their
own vanguard the masses will merely help to
elevate the local bourgeois elements to a posi-
tion where they will also partake in their exploi-
tation.

Third World Marxist-Leninists are also Natio-
nalists

In the era of imperialism true revolutionaries
in the Third World are also nationalists.
Marxist-Leninists in the Third World who are
nnt nationalists, who are against nationalism,
that the national democratic revolution is also a
but objectively are in the imperialist camp.

The Azanian State

The first task of any and all revolutionaries is
10 seize state power, and then use the power of
the state to make social revolution. It is the sa-
me with the Azanian Revolution. We have to
wrest the state from the hands of the present ru-
lers and then use this instrument to advance our
revolution. This is what happened during the
Russian Revolution of October 1917. But this
was a social revolution, carried out by the prole-
tariat of a sovereign nation. This is not the case
in Azania. We are still building the Azanian na-
tion. We still have to consolidate our nation and
its culture. We still have to secure its sovereign-
ty. These are our first tasks.

We have determined that we will achieve the-
se goals through armed revolution. As the goals
indicate, the nature and character of the revolu-
tion has to be national and democratic. As only
the proletariat of an independent nation can
carry out a successful social revolution, it means
that the national democratic revolution is also a
very important phase of our revolution, espe-
cially since it is also a nation building 1evolu-
tion. But Marxist-Leninists know that the at-
tainment of national independence and national
liberation does not mean that all the contradic-
tions have been resolved. In principle this revo-
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lution is one that puts the national bourgeois in-
to power. But once the bourgeois is in power, it
will refuse to give way for the proletariat to take
over the reins of state, and also by the very na-
ture of its limited goals, the bourgeois can only
make a partial revolution,

The contradiction between the proletariat
and the bourgeois (and imperialism) would still
remain. This contradiction can only be resolved
by the socialist revolution, conducted by the
proletariat through its vanguard, the Commu-
nist Party. The proletariat, therefore, should le-
ad from the putset to ensure that the revolution
continues uninterrupted bevond the national
phase into the social one; to ensure that it is not
put into a position where it can be refused po-
wer. Only with the Proletariat in the leadership
can our revolution be completed.

The Azanian Proletariat

This is a period of world history when the
proletariat should be in power. But the bourge-

ois prevented this by usurping power from the
proletanat.

The situation in Azania is not isolated from
the international situation. It follows, therefo-
re, that even in Azania the proletariat should be
in power. But Azania has the additional pro-
blem that 1t is still a colonial country. This me-
ans that the country still has to attain indepen-
dence. World historical experience has shown
that the proletariat can gain state power only by
conducting a violent revolution. The Azanian
proletariat, therefore, has to conduct a violent
revolution in order to gain its power. But how
does the Azanian proletariat conduct such a re-
volution in a colonial couniry? By conducting a
two phase revolution, the first phase being that
of attaining independence for Azania nation,
and the second phase being that for socialism.
The black proletariat is not the only class that
wants independence and national liberation. All
the sections of black society want it. All of these
classes, therefore, should fight alongside the
proletariat, always recognising the role history
has assigned to the Black proletariat, the role of
leading and guiding the national democratic re-
volution (using its vanguard the Communist
Party of Azania). The proletariat should not al-
low the bourgeois classes to use it to get «nto po-
wer. This black proletarian led revolution, the
national democratic revolution, shall be con-
ducted along strictly national/racial lines. Since
the white proletariat are part of the white
national /racial entity, it follows that they will
fall on the other side of the dividing line, the si-
de that is opposed to the black proletaniat and
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its allies. Moreover, due to the bribes it gets
Irom the ruling class, the white proletanat is a
staunch supporter of the status quo. Since this
stand is a betrayal of its own class interests and
since it is counter-progressive, this class, the
while proletariat, i1s, at the moment, reactiona-
ry.

The advance ol the national democratic revo-
lution shall increasingly haul the white proleta-
riat out of the reactionary abyvss into which it
has fallen, so that, in the socialist phase of the
revolution, the black and white members of the
proletariat shall be able 1o advance together as a
true Azanian proletariat.

Marx and Marxism

Marx did not invent Marxism bul rather Mar-
xist writings were a result of his concrete analy-
s1s of the concrete situation, using dialectical
and historical materialism as his tools of analy-
sis. Marx did not, for instance, invent classes or
class struggle, but what he did was to make a de-
tailed and scientific analysis ot this social phe-
nomena. Since the matenal basis for resolving
the contradictions (which gave rise to the strug-
gle of the classes) had already been created, he
was able to perceive that this strugele could only
be successtully resolved by carrying it to its hig-
hest level, that of the socialist revolution. Since
the historical tendency was 1o resolve these con-
tradictions, and since these contradictions could
not be resolved within the framework of classes,
he was able to perceive that the end result of this
struggle (in all its phases, including the Socialist
revolution) would be the highest form of socie-
ty, a classless society, and since the state was a
phenomena of the class struggle (a class instru-
ment), the conclusion of this struggle would al-
s0 result in the abolition of the state. In this
way, Marxism and the Marxist way of analysis
became the basis 1ools of analysis in all subse-
quent epochs.

Marx died in 1883 and history did not stop
with his death. Nearly a century of history has
passed since his demise. What has been happe-
ning in the world in all this time? In other words
is there any scope for making concrete analysis
of concrete situations. And, moreover, who, in
the absence of Marx, was/is to make this analy-
sis. To answer the [irst question. Capitalism be-
came internationalised and, as a result of the
contradictions amongst the international capita-
list countries we had two grear wars. Apart
from these we have had socialist revolutions, so-
me of which have reverted to reaction, we have
had/are still having wars of national liberation.
To answer the second gquestion. Different revo-

lutionaries in different times in this era (Lenin
and Mao) have undertaken this task and they
were successful in identifying imperialism in all
Its successive stages. But Lenin and Mao are no
more. Rather than trving to resurrect these re-
volutionary classics, as some people seem to be
doing in Marx's case, we need to produce suc-
cessors (to these classics of their calibre or mo-
re). In other words, as the history of the revolu-
tion has demonstrated there is a need always for
a concrete analysis of the concrete situation pre-
vailing.

The Main Contradictions Today

Marx determined that man's freedom shall
come from liberating the lowest strata of socie-
ty, the working class. In this way the urgent task
of the revolution became that of worker’s libe-
ration and so made the struggle of the working
class against the bourgeois the motive force of
history. But this conclusion was the result of an
analysis of society on a national scale (i.e. a na-
tion taken in isolation) albeit that this was the
case with all the societies of the advanced na-
tions. But today the centre of contradictions has
been shifted from a national to an international
context as a result of the advanced nation’s sub-
jugation of the vast majority of the less advan-
ced nations for their own exploitative ends.
How, then, is the question of man’s hberation
resolved in this context? As, on a world scale,
the oppressed nations, Irom the most exploited
section of world society and consequently, its
lowest strata, their resistance to this exploita-
tion is most acute. Since the total and complete
liberation of these nations constitutes the grea-
test blow that can be struck against imperialism,
national liberation becomes the most urgent
and immediate task of the revolution for man’s
freedom and the national liberation struggle be-
comes the motive force of history. After all the
struggle centres around the main contradiction
at any time and the contradiction between impe-
rialism and the oppressed nations is the main
one today, Of course, this does not mean that
the class struggle has been abandoned, as some
people try to make out, but, on the contrary,
the national liberation struggle is still part of the
class struggle.

In this situation what should be the role of
the preletariat in the imperialist countries? It is
true that with the advent of exploitation on a
world scale, and so with the shifting with the
centres of contradictions, the workers of the im-
perialist countries threw in their lot with their
bourgeois. Today, due to the influence exerted
by the national liberation movement on them,
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they are reawakening to the call ot the revolu-
rior. These workers should support the national
liberation struggles, especially since the victories
of these struggles shall prove the weakening ot
their bourgeois, and they should simultaneously
intensify their struggles in their respective coun-
tries. inother words, these workers should form
an alliance beiween their struggles and the
struggles for independence and national hibera-
non waged by the oppressed nations. This
should entail a recognition by the workers of
the imperialist countries that for the oppressed
nations the national struggles tor independence
and national liberation are a necessary preclude
1o their peoples revolutions for freedom and
peace.

The Concept of Democracy

I'he concept ol democracy, like other con-
cepts such as morality, 15 not universal and ab-
solute. 11 1s also subjected to the concept of clas-
ses and the class struggle 1.e. no two classes have
the same view of it. Each class interprets de-
mocracy in its own peculiar wav, It tollows, the-
refore, that a particular world view of democra-
¢y is restricted 10 a particular epoch in the histo-
ry ol mankind, 1.¢. 10 the period when the class
which holds that view (of democracy) is in po-
wer. That class’s dechne and the ascendancy of
another one 1s also the disappearance ol the
particular view and the emergence and the pre-
vilence of a new understanding of democracy,
1.e. the view of the class which is dominating at
the time. Thus, during bourgeois rule, we have
a bourgeois conception of democracy prevailing
in the world.

Today a period when the proletanat, suppor-
led by the peasants, should be in power, we ha-
ve a proletarian conception of democracy. In
the former case we have bourgeois democracy
and in the latter we have proletanan democracy,
the most dyvpamic of all the democracies since,
with its progress, it will ultimately reach a stage
where it is democracy for all the people. It is
with the abolishment of classes, i.¢. only in a
classless society that the concept of democracy
will acquire a umiversal meaning. It s only in a
classless sociery that people will have the same
view of democracy and it is only in such a socie-
v that all will benelit trom democracy.

The peoples of the world enjoyed democratic
rights onlv until the bourgeois revolutionary
movement had spent itself and it was time for
the class which was leading this movement -the
bourgeois — 1o make wav for the class which
would lead in the next phase, a phase which
while it is progressing will at the same time be

abolishing the need for cluss leadershap. Warh
the refusal of the bourgeors to make way, the
movement lost its dvnamie driving force and 1t
Fell into stagnation, With time the character and
nature of the movement came to be reactionary,
and under the conditions which came to prevanl,
it was impossible 1o maimtam democracy . In
Fact, the very act of the bourgeois, 1.e. o deny-
me the working class s rightiull place ar the
helm, which, in essence, had been a denial 1o
humanity ol its right 1o progress (as this denal
o the working class  had been counter-
progressive) this act had been a Fatal blow to de-
mocracy. All that remained wis for the bourge-
ois 1o prepare the grave ol and 1o bury demow-
racy. The liiws which the bourgeons enacted alter
this, whether “*good’™ or “*bad’™ were but sho-
velfuls of sand thrown into the grave of democ
racy. For, alter this critical period, it was inevi-
table that the rule of the bourgeors would incre-
asingly become undemocratic. This would be
necessitated by the fact rthat with the passage ol
time under the 1llegal rule of the bourgeois the
workers and other allicd classes would increa-
sinigly become dissatislied. Al some point i 1-
me this dissatisfaction would reach a stage whe-
re the bourgeois would be torced 1o abolish o
end all remaimning democralic processes, 1.¢. i
would be torced 1o become completely dictaro-
rial. The bourgeois as a whole today 1s dictiato-
rial. Whichever form this dictatorship takes,
whether 1t s 4 dictatorship of one man, or o
group of men (party) or of several parties, as 1
some countries (e.g, U.S. dictatorship ol the
Democratic and Republican parties). In fact, |
think, these are two components ol the samg
party, allowed to tunction as two parties for the
sake of preseniing a “‘democratic™ front, s
dictatorship remains the same. For all these
forms of dictatorship are i the interests of one
and the same class, the bourgeois. As the nme
for the bourgeois 1o rule demuocrativally has pas-
sed the continued rule of this class cannot be de-
mocratic and therefore Tor us to return to de
mocracy we will have 1o put the workers into
power,

On Wur

War s a4 continuation ot politics by other
means, and 1t is onlyv resoried 1o atier all other
means have tailed 1o advance the pelities in que-
stion. While bourgeois rule was democratic,
there was no need for war, since the then e
sting processes were able to serve their purpose,
i.e. that of advancing the politics of the nascent
working class. But with the end of democrauy.
occastoned by the bourgeos retusal 1o abide by
the democratie rule of human deyelopment i
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hecame increasingly necessary for the proleta-
riatl 1o turn to that other means of political ad-
vancemenlt, that of war.

In those countries where parliamentary free-
doms seems 10 exist, countries like France and
ltaly, where there are legal **Communist™ Par-
ties this is because these CP's are as reactionary
as the ruling parties. In other words these par-
ties are not proletarian, but they are bourgeois

I

parties and they continue to exist under the gui-
se of being leaders of the proletariat. Given the
present world situation, if these parties were re-
al Communist Parties, their respective govern-
ments would long have outlawed them with
such a situation, they would have been compel-
led to carry out insurrection. Their failure to
mobilise the revoultionary working class in vio-
lent revolution against the bourgeois is irrefuia-
ble proot of their reactionary nature.

PAPERS FROM THE AZAPO CONFERENCE:

1. Black Consciousness as a Driving Force

by Khangale Makhado

Black Consciousness sees the South Afrncan
society as divided into two distinct groups, one
of the oppressors and the other comprising the
oppressed. Whites are the oppressor group
whilst Biacks are the oppressed. Very simple in-
deed. There i5s no other group. In South Africa
therefore one is either on the side ol the oppres-
sor or on the side ol the oppressed. Black Con-
sciousness 15 a realization by the Black man of
the need to rally together with this brothers
around the cause of their operation and to ope-
rate as a group in order to rid themselves of the
shackles that bind them to perpetual servitude,
B.C. seeks to instil the Black community with a
new-found pride in themselves. their effors,
their value system, their culture, their religion
and their point of view to lite.

It seeks to heighten their consciousness of
problems related to their oppression, exploita-
tion and dehumanisation whilst at the same time
exploring the various options open to Black
people’s liberation. The ‘“‘consciousness’ we
speak about is a political one, different from the
biological one. It is the consciousness that de-
mands that people, after taking stock of their
plight and problems, determinated take ap-
propriate steps to pull themselves out of the mo-
rass of exploitation and oppression, An op-
pressed people that look for more remedies for
their oppression in individual problems, cannot
be said to be conscious in the political sense.

Black Consciousness asserts that Black libera-
tion can only be brought about by Blacks them-
selves and nobody else. It therefore exhorts
Blacks to close their ranks, solidify their unity
and by so doing realise the power they can only
wield as a group. It urges them to strive for re-
liance upon their own efforts and resources as
much as possible where their struggle for libera-

tion is concerned. Hence the slogan: “‘Black
man, you are on your own.”" Thus in our coun-
try no genuine struggle for liberation can be
waged without offering a strong counterpoint
to the white race that permeate our society so
effectively.

The apologists of Apartheid and other B.C.
detraciors have called B.C., protagonisis re-
verse racists and white haters, How frivolous.
Are Black people expected to hate racism and
oppression in a vacuum? Aren’t they entitled to
concretise their hatred by hating the oppressor,
who in this case is the white man? This does not
constitute racism at all. It is simply a matter of
hating an evil phenomenon and its perpetrators
or practitioners. But as soon as racism and op-
pression are done away with, and the white man
is simply another human being and not an op-
pressor, Blacks shall have no cause to hate him.
The hatred of whites by Blacks is completely
justified as long as whites remain oppressors. It
Is ridiculous to hate the stick that hits you but
love the man who wields it. This is the practical
side of the whole issue.

Exclusion of Whites

For reason of group cohesion the ranks of the
oppressed and recognition of Blacks as the only
custodians of their own liberation, Black Con-
sciousness believe in the exclusion of whites
from their struggle. There can be no viability in
the union of the oppressor and the oppressed,
since their interests are opposite of one another.
B.C. does not deny the existence of a tiny group
of whites who can identify with the Black man's
struggle. Such whites are indeed a rare species
and hard to get. However, the priority Blacks
have and the desire to solidify the ranks of the
all important oppressed, requires the exclusion
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of whites who, in any case, are mere sympa-
thizers who know nothing about the Black
man's experience of oppression.

Some of the most diligent critics of B.C. are
found among the ranks of those dogmatics and
blinker-wearing socialists who see the S. Afri-
can situation as a simple classical situation of
the class struggle ([t should be noted thar we are
talking about dogmatic socialists here, and not
about socialists as a whole), According to them,
in South Africa the struggle is between the wor-
kers on the one hand, and Capitalists on the
other. They advocare the rallving and unifica-
tion of all workers, Black and White, under the
same banner in order to confront the capitalist
exploiters. They refuse to accept the fact that in
the South African situation racism transcends
everything and that it has seriously bled and di-
storted the classical capitalist class division and
related contradictions. It is perhaps painful to
observe that we are dealing here with people
who have learnt some good and elegant theories
and formulias, and who are intent on applving
them blindly to any situation confronting them.

That is indeed a pity, because the said theo-
ries recognise the fact that no two situations can
be identically the same in the world. 11 is incum-
bent upon freedom fighters in each situation to
study it as objectively as possible and devise the
necessary and suitable strategies. No matter
how powerful and famous a mathematical for-
mula is, we cannot solve every problem with it.
One should (it a problem to the formula and
not the other way round,

Now let us look at the eight classes of society
and assess their composition and behaviour in
the South African situation.

(1) The International Bourgeoisie

This comprises international capitalists whose
domain of bath political and economic activities
have gone beyvond the borders of their own
countries. They are the essence of imperialism,
since they are actual exporters of capital which
becomes a matter of great political, economic
and social conseguence in the host country and
compels the exporting country to have vested
interests in the domestic affairs of the host
country. In our country, this class is represented
by foreign multinational investors like the
IBMs, GENERAL MOTGORS, DATSUN NIS-
SAN, etc. They are exploiting the available
black cheap labour and other resources for their
own benefit and that of the South African white
racist minority, They do all in their power 0
strengthen the white racist economicaily and
politically which allows the racist whites to
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spurn World opinion and perpetuate their evil
Apartheid System.
(2) The National Bourgeoisie

This class consists of those capitalists whose
capital is conlined to the borders ol their own
countries. It is a very powerful group which
holds the real reigns ol power and governmeni
iri it country and manage things (o its own ad-
vantage. Il consists almost entirely ot whites in
our country and there 1s no significant Black ca-
pitalist in our country. The little ones who are
there are incapable of plaving their ruling class
role due to the constraints of Apartheid.

They have no political powers at all and their
meager capitalist aclivities are severely curtailed
and restricted by the demands of Apartheid,
This small number of Blacks belonging 1o 1his
class regard themselves just as oppressed as any
other Blacks.

(3) Comprador Bourgeuoisie

This is the managerial class. This 15 a very
skilled class which i1s in charge of the actual run-
ning of capitalist production. It plans and erects
necessary production infrastructure, such as
buildings and machines; it hires and fires wor-
kers, il markets products etc. while the real ca-
pitalist owners are idling, gambling or walking
haltf naked on the various beaches ol the world,
To a large extent this class consists of whites
this country and it is completely reactionary.

(4) The Petty Bourgeoisie

This is a class of students. teachers, lawvyers,
journalists, doctors, nurses etc. Although not
well off it js just comfortable. Classically, it is
not associated with revolutionary fervour. In
our country this class consists of both Whites
and Blacks. The white members of this class are
part and parcel of the white racist power struc-
ture and have a vested interest in ity perpetua-
tion. Their Black counterparts, however, are
subjected to the vile rigours of racism and many
of their members have joined the Black libera-
tion struggle. The leadership of the Black libera-
tion struggie 1s provided largelv by this class. {5
revolutionary zeal and participation was amply
demonstrated in the 1976 uprising and the con-
tinuing resistance by our people 1o the White
oppression,

(5) The Proletariat

This is a class of wealth-producers, The wor-
kers whose existence depends entirely on the sel-
ling of their labour to the capitalists for a wage.
Classically, 1t 1s the most revolutionary class in
society. In our country it consists ol both
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Blacks and Whites. The white components of
this class have not escaped the all pervasive ra-
cist mania. The white working class vote and
work to promote and maintain the present ra-
cist set-up which s affording them benefits they
can only have by keeping the Black man op-
pressed. Traditionally and classically, trade
unions promote and protect the interests of all
the workers against the evil machinations of the
capitalist exploiters. In South Africa, the white
Trade Unions have ganged up with the white ca-
pitalist and Government to trample the Black
worker. Together, they have fashioned laws, re-
gulations and traditions that have reduced the
Black worker to a neoslave. Furthermore, al-
most every white worker is an employer of a
Black man as a so-called maid, garden boy etc.
Thus all White people, be the capitalist or wor-
kers, have a common interest in keeping the
Black man as poor and voiceless as possible.

Now, with the white worker as thoroughly re-
actionary as this, where does the “‘logic’” of the
apostles of the “‘unity of all white and biack
workers'" lie? How can a black worker even
start approaching a white worker, who insists
on being called ‘*Baas’, to discuss problems
they do not have in common. In fact, the Black
and White workers are each other’s problem.
The blinker-wearing socialists refuse to see all
these.

They refuse to accept the B.C. view that the
only workers in South Africa are the Black wor-
kers, and that the bribed White working class
should be regarded as part of the enemy, Pre-
sently, the white capitalists and their State, hav-
ing been alarmed by the resilience of the Black
worker and his unrecognised Trade Unions
have decided to change tactics and strategies.
They will now register black unions in order to
emasculate them. We all know how hysterical
the white worker is in his opposition to the
move, simply because he believes the black wor-
ker will be able to threaten the privileged posi-
tion of his white counterpart.

(6) The Lumpen Proletariat

[t consists of the won't works, It is a class
that completely refuse to work within the mora-
lity ol capitalistic system. For capitalists and
their State, this class is a constant headache and
menace. The huge security fences around pro-
perties, the night watchmen, the burglar alarms
etc. are all provided in honour of this class,
Well over 90% of all the inmates of prisons are
members ol this group.

In our country it consists overwhelmingly of
Blacks. Due to its hatred of authority of any
kind, this class is at all times ready to participate
in the Liberatory struggle, as demonstrated by
its role in the 1976 uprisings. The only draw-
back about this class is its general lack of in-
tegrity and hence its coupling of participation in ®
the struggle with other purely criminal acts like
looting for personal gain,

(7) The Rich Peasantry

It consists of those who are able to produce a
surplus from their limited agricultural activities
who might even hire others to assist with related
chores. The surplus is sold. In our country this
class consists mainly of Blacks in the rural
areas. It is a very small class indeed and it is
largely severely restricted by the unavailability
of land for the expansion of their farming ac-
Livities,

The 13% land allocated to Blacks in this
country hits the class particularly hard. Like
other Black classes, it thoroughly loathes Apart-
heid.

(8) The Poor Peasantry

This consists of those peasants who can hard-
lv make a living from their meagre and poor
farming activities. It consists entirely of Blacks
in the rural areas of our country. It is from this
class that the bulk of the migratory labourers
are drawn. In fact, this class leads a dual life
somewhere between the peasantry and the pro-
letariat, It leads a particularly harsh and miser-
able life awayv from its family associations —
crowding the devilish hostels,

Having glanced briefly at these classes, it is
clear that the South African situation defies the
normal or classical class orientations. Almost in
toto, the White working class has defected to
the capitalist class and operate as such political-
ly and economically,

On the other hand, none of the Black classes
plays its traditional role, due, largely, to the all
pervasive monster called white racism, Black
people tend to see themselves, not in terms of
economic classes, but in terms of their ex-
perience as an oppressed and exploited group.

At this ume BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS is
fac 'ng an onslaught from both left and right but
resisted it,

Having seen the situation for what it objec-
tively i1s, Black Consciousness offers itself as the
only wviable and appropriate vehicle Black
people can ride to final victory and freedom.
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2. Black Working Class Struggles

“The collective awakening of the Black workers
ta their fiistorical role m the liberation siruggle
could herald a new epoch™, This collective awa
hening has been  [rustrated tor centuries
through the history of Black labour in the South
African situation. There is a need on the part of
the exploiter and the oppressed o frustrate and
delay this nevitable labour revolution within
the South African situation. White minority,
domination, cepualism and oppression are pa-
rasites which strive on exploitation of Black la-
bour. They are nourished by the bitter sweat ot
the Black working ¢lass. Hence the ideological
practical imperatives 1o maintain and retain the
present status-guo. The Wiehann and the Rie-
kert Commissions, the resulting developments
in governmenl policies and the present drafi bill
on labour as well as the new labour dispensa-
lion, are the response of the government to the
growing strength and militancy of the mass ol
the workers, as shown by the Natal strike of
1973; the Ford strike in Port Elizabeth; the Sig-
m:a Plant strike in Pretoria; the Black Municipa-
lity Workers Union sirike in Johannesbureg and
recently the newspapers strike by the Media
Workers Association ol South Alrica.

The government response 1o the labour situa-
tion must be seen from their policy of total stra-
tegy. The government has set oul amongst
other things to destroy the political potential ol
the Black labour torce by co-opting a section of
the labour force into a semi-white mode of exi-
stance. The new labour dispensation give 1o the
black working class:

a) access 1o some white jobs. (Blacks can now
be allowed into managerial positions in the so-
cafled Urban Areas).

b) Semi-Permanency in white areas. (The Y9
year lease-hold and the granting ol powers to
the Building Societies to grant loans tor the pur-
pose of building and buying of houses).

¢) Intercity robility,

d) Local municipality status.

e) Trading rights in the so-called neutral zones
of non-segregated business zones where mulo-
racial companies could be built.

If these issues are not properly analysed, they
can retard the progress towards National eman-
cipation and bring confusion within the wor-
king class. The government material concession
to the workers is a form of ideological domina-
tion which results in the submissiveness of the
Black labour force because the government of-
fers not a radical change but an immediate ma-
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terial need. This therelore leads to accommoda-
tiorist attitude amongst the black warking
class. This will perpetuate the ibsence of mili-
tancy amongst Black workers. By allowing wor-
kers 10 have access 1o the official bargaining
machimery, the government has succeeded
imposing restrictive contral on the workers mo-
vement
What does the Governmenl see
in this New Strategic Labour Move?

In the past, the South African government
has been the subject of international pressure
because of it's denial 1o grant the Black working
class union rights because ol apartheid policies
Various labour organisations in the third world
countrics have been pressurising international
organisations like the International Labour Or-
ganisation 1o boycott South Africa hecause ol
it's dracoman policies. Various other Patrniotic
forces have through the United Nations and Or-
ganisation ol African Unity urged toreign go-
vernments to embark on trade and economic
sanctions against South Africa. Because of the
new labour dispensation the government hopes
to improve it's image and credibihiy in the eyes
of the international community. It hopes 1o cre-
ate a new artitude, an attitude of i fleaible vo-
vernment and thus there will be more invest-
ment. This new created image will paralyvse the
campaigns of disinvestments and render redun
dant prospects of sanctions and boycotts. Inter-
nally. the new labour dispensation gives the ur-
ban labour force a stake within the system and
ipso-lacto it converts them into the defenders of
the oppressive svstem - now liberal —now op-
pressive. The new labour dispensation debilua-
tes the workers from going on strike when they
see fit. Now the workers can only go on sinke
DN ZOVETNIMeNt lerms.,

Counter Strategy

Now that the workers can organise openly 1l
gives them an opportunity to form unions and
to consolidate their labour movements. These
moves have been pushed onto a new threshold
of their collective consciousness of bemng a po-
wer that can challenge the unholy alliance bet-
ween the government and managemeat. The
Black working force can challenge management
on: working hours, job conditions promotion,
wages, e qual pay for equal job etc. On the other
hand they can challenge the government’s right
to make laws for them when they have no say in
the formulation of such laws,



AZANIA (SOUTH AFRICA) IS AN AFRICAN COUNTRY

Workers through an organised Libour move-
ment can challenge the government’™ jmerfe-
rence i their ireedom o assoviation which the
covernment introduces throogh an estension of
the prohibition on political activinies (in Trade
Lnions) 1o include bodies not covered by the
present prosvision o be effected by the new
proclamarion. The workers can challenee the
covernments right o legiskate on ther hehall
whien thes hine no sote o deternnne the canse
the countey must take  Thus the problem of -
sttt prices I all commodities withouw equal n-
creuse in terms of wages and saliries, upem-
plovment, high renal increase in residential
drcas, laek of residential accommodanion be-

3. Education & Liberation

Fducation s a process towards liberation. Li-
beration is uliimately the humanization of men,
F'o be human is to engage in relationships with
others and with the world. Man 1s a being ol re-
lationships. He is not only in the world but with
the world. Men relate to their world ina eritical
wayv. Men transcend a single dimension ol mere
nternal trodavs™. He looks critcally ar the
past, understands the present and moves to-
wards the tuture, as if permanently  asking
"t here do Loome from, swhere am 1, and s here
am 1 going . The role of man is not a passive
one. He participates i the creative dimension as
well as intervenes in realits in order to change it.
Thus the hiberated beimg, the humanized man is
able 1o perceve reality, the contradictions that
lie therem and thereby respond 1o solve these
contradicnions on thie basis of his perception.

Iy a stae ol oppression man is a dehumani-
sed thing, an aduapted being. He has lost his abi-
lity 1o make choices, he s subject Lo the choices
of others, his decisions are no longer his own,
they  result from external  prescription. The
adapred man represents the most wedk form of
selb-detence. I man s incapable of changing re-
ality he adjusts himsell instead. Adaptation is
svimptomatic of man's dehumanization. The
adapted being accepts s submission and servi-
lits through the historical experience of the op-
pression of men by men, The oppressor intro-
jects his values, his external authority inmo the
being ol the oppressed whereby the oppressed
mternalizes this and thus develops a conscious-
ness which “houses™ oppression, which creates
whiat we often call “*slave mentality” or colonial
mentality, Fhis then, is what we refer 1o as men
ds tuhjeatt.

'ducation that is liberatory is that which inte-
rites men with reality, Integration is a distine-

vituse ol acute shortape 0 houses, merease in
trann and bus fares, Lack of industrial training
tactlites 1o enable Black workers (o wprosy
themselves i terms of shilled Libour. All these
and many others will sharpen antagonism rather
than create stability, By eranting union rights 1o
the Black workers, the government at last con-
veded  what they have been denving all along
that the black working class has a right 1o bar-
s, I important tor the iberation move-
ment to develop workers consciousnpess and mi-
Hianey which will ensure that the bargaining po
wer iy used to the advantage ol the hberation
struggle as i whole in demand of fundamental
socto-economic and political change.

tively human activity, Integration results from
the capacity to adapt onesell to reality plus the
critical capacity to make choices and 1o trans-
torm that reality. The integrated person is a per-
son as Subject as opposed to an adapted person
as object. The Subject person is a participant ol
change, a liberated being who is architect of his
destiny, This then is what we call a conscien-
tised person.

Education should be a provess of extrojecting
1.¢. to destroy mvths and values introjected into
the appressed by the oppressor Lo maimtain and
perpetuate his position of privilege,

In this respect we must avold being sectarian,
liberatory cducation and sectarianism are in-
compatible. Sectarianism 1s predominately emo-
nonal and uncritical. [t 18 arrogant, anti-
diglogical and thus anti-communicative. The
sectarian disrespects the chowee ot others, he
Lres to impose his omn choice on others. Herein
lies the inchination ol the sectarian (o activism:
action without the vigilance ol retlection; the
sectanian sloganizes, which remains at the level
ol myths and hall trurhs, and attributes abso-
lute values that which is relative. The liberatory
cdducationist rejects activism and submits his
action Lo rellection.,

The sectarian whether rightist or leftist sets
himsell up as the proprietor of history, as its
sole creator, and the one entitled to set the pace
ol 11s movement. Rightist and lefust sectarians
are similar in imposing their own convictions on
e people, whom they thereby reduce 1o mere
masses and objects. For the sectarian the people
matter only as a support for his own goals. They
are not supposed to think. Someone else will
think for them, their relationship with people is
either that of blatant contempt (rightist) or pa-
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tronising. They still think of us (leaders, stu-
dents cte.) and them (workers, and peasants).
Sectarians can never create a truly liberating re-
volution because they themselves are unfree.

The liberatory educator on the other hand i
truly a radical. He i1s subject to the degree that
he perceives the historical contradictions in an
increasingly critical fashion, however, he does
not consider himsell the proprictor of history
and while he recognizes that it is impossible (o
stop or 1o anticipate history, he is no mere spec-
tator ol the historical process. On the contrary
he knows that as a subject he can and ought. (o-
gether with other Subjects, Lo participate creati-
vely in that process by discerning transtorni-
tion in order 1o aid and to accelerate them.

Education towards liberation i1s not restricted
to institutionalized education as the school or
university. It is a process which takes place in
every aspect of hife, whether it 1s the tactory, the
home or the street. It aims at transforming men
from being mere objects submerged in reahity o
that of being subjects and active participants ol
history and change.

It recognizes the school and other such insti-
tutions created by the syvsiem as mirrors which
reflect the oppressive sociery we live in. Libera-
tory educationists believe that instead of educa-
tors or teachers we have co-ordinators, instead
aof lecture, where pupil or educator s regarded
as a receptacle for useless facts, we have frue
dialogue, instead of alienating syvllabi, relevant
learning experience 1o reflect upon. Hence, the
move is doing away with a leadership chique
which is prevalent in most societies. The aim ol
education is not to creale a leadership divorced
from the people, but rather a leadership which
co-ardinates the action of the people. Leader-
ship should be like a froth on a wave, dependent
on the wave, which represents the people, for-
ever moving, forever renascent.

Curriculum and Syllabus

The dominant ideas ol any society are those
of its ruling class. It arrogates to iselt all areas
of government and means of enforcement
thereof and thus is able 1o organise society so as
to entrench itself and Keep in subjugation the
other classes. Education is one of the weapons
in a vast array at its disposal 1o preserve the sta-
tus quo. It is clear therefore that no fundamen-
tal change in education is possible without
change of the ruling class and the sweeping
away of the values and norms they represent.

Our own ruling class has its origins in the We-
stern Power Elite -—the colonies of Africa, the
plunderers of its resources, the enslavers and
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merciless exploiters ot its people. They are the
local carctakers and jumaor partners ot the We-
stern-Power-Elite and hike all caretakers and ju-
nior pariners develop grandiose 1deas ol its own
status and of its powers over a subjugated and
oppressed people. Society inall is facers is so
regimented 1o maintain and baister this insecury
ruling class and undernune the progressive for-
ces of the oppressed. Dducation, mois curriculy
and syllabi, 1s just one facet of the oppressive
regimes aimouring 10 neEuniain its postion n so-
ciety, Ioas elear theretore, that this ruling class
cannot elfect any meaningtul change in the in-
terest ol the oppressed. This change can only be
brought about by the oppressed when 1t hus
achicved national iberation. The contradictions
of the oppressive regime must inevitably lead 1o
its collupse under the pressures of the oppros-
sed. The dominant ideas of the new sociery will
be those of the liberated oppressed. These ideas
will not artse phoenix-like from the ruins of the
oppressive society but will grow, as it even
grows now, as the nanonal hiberatory struggle
cains momentun,
I. Criticism ot Fxisting Curricula

Within the framework of the above criticism
of the oppressive regime we can  enumerale
some of the ways in wlich the curriculum main-
tains the status guo.

1) No attempt s made to meet the needs of So-
ciety as a whole. On the contrary, the schooling
provided tor the oppressed s mtended 1o enahle
them to aquire the mumimal standards 10 create
the wealth of the ruling ¢lass and 1o perpetuate
their own kind 1o sustain this progess,

i) It develops the individual w it into the
existing establishment and hence entrench the
social divisions and dominance of the ruling
class. The existing curricula are presented as the
ideas ol an enlightened and hiehly educared
class. Those who dare 1o challenge them in any
fundamerntal wav are branded as radicals. non-
conformists, non-scholars and extrenuses whio
are totally inacceptable 1o “*socieny ™,

111) Those who are close to the establishment
and who conform to the prevailing social nornms
of the ruling class and uphold ity “tideals™ as
enshrined i curricula, are rewarded as the en-
lightened and highly educated class. It thus
builds m 1ts own defence mechanism,

iv) The history, traditions, values and norms ol
the conguered are given such minimal attention
s0 as 1o entrench the idea that these are the hi-
story, traditions, values and norms of an infe-
rior and backward people. This psvchological
and sprittual demolishing of the oppressed has
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the temporary effect of making the ruling class
less vulnerable to being overthrown.

v) The history, traditions, values and norms of
the ruling class is given such prominence as to
invoke the beliel that these represent e helght
of human civilization throughout the ages. It
cncourages each and every member ol the care-
taker and junior partner cstablishment to frau-
dulantly claim the accumulated knowledge of
all mankind as the ¢reation and property of ils
own ““white group’ .

vi) 11 bolsters the value system in which theoreti-
cal academic pursuit is the height ol mtelleciual
development and the natural objective ol the
leisured and momed classes, while artisan and
technical training is for the lesser intellects and
naturally the pursuit ol the working classes.
Even in this catezory the oppressed is denied
dceess 10 certain avenues as this may underminge
the privileged position ol the white worker,
which he enjoys by virtue of the exploitation of
the black worker.

CRITICIS OF EXISTING SYLLABI

The norms and objectives of the curricula are
pursued in the individual syllabi. Here too, no
fundamentally meaningful changes can be made
without change ol the curricula and indeed in
the total re-organisation of society, We may cite
the following general areas of criticism of the
syllabi.

1) The study of Language, and of the English
lLanguage in particular, is the study of the litera-
ture and culture of the Western Power Elite or
of 1he local establishment. The emphasis this re-
ceives leads inevitably 1o the interference that
this literature and culture represent the values 1o
which society and every learned person should
aspire. The study of African Languages is justi-
fied, when at all, on purely utilitarian grounds.
The very minor position given 1o this, inevitably
leads to the ideas that it represents an inferior
culture. What i1s superficially treated “*musi be
superlicial and not worthy of serious pursuit’’.

it) The study of History is the study of the suc-
cess of our conquerer over the conquered; the
sulTerings of a courageous people at the hands
of uncivilised hords: the taming by hardwor-
king, dedicated people ol a hostile environ-
ment; the torch bearers of an enlightened civili-
sation uplitting the *natives”. The exploitation
and enslavement becomes heroic deeds ol tea-
ching the dignity of labour and curbing te
wandering, marauding and plundering ways of
the natives,

ii) The study of Geography is by and large the

study of the resources of the country as disco-
vered by the colonisers; the development, ex-
ploitation and distribution is the study of the
accumulation of capital in the hands of the ru-
ltng class, It does not study the unegual distri-
bution and exploitaion of resources to meet the
needs of the vast majority of the population, It
does not study the distribution ol disease in the
relation to the provision of resources and ame-
nities. It does not siudy the unequal develop-
ment of manpower resources and the creation
of labour reservoir or the dumping of “*Excess”’
labour in inhospitable regions without the facili-
ties for keeping body and soul together.

iv) The study of the Sciences is geared to the
needs of large scale industry and agriculture on
meeting the wants created by the socal ruling
machine rather than in the service to the popu-
lation as a whole. The medical sciences devote
fantastic resources, human and physical, (o
meet the **needs’” of a small elite and the acade-
mi¢ and the monetary aspirations of the indivi-
dual medical practitioner. The needs of the vast
majority of the population 1s only superhicially
met if at all. Thus we can have Kwashiokor,
Cholera, Tuverculosis and other social diseases
widespread amongst the oppressed while highly
specialised medical centres serve a minute frac-
ion of the population with the wealth to pay
for this special attention. Highly developed ve-
terinary services are provided for the pets of the
wealthy but mediocre and minimal velerinary
services are provided for the peasant farmers in
the rural areas.

v) The study of the Mathematical Sciences is
geared 10 the nceds of the physical sciences.
Hardly any attention is given 10 the role it can
play in the social sciences to meet social pro-
blems. It is presented as an academic pursuit
suitable for the academically orientated person
and as if it has no bearing on the lives of wor-
kers other than in a few rudimentary arithmetic
calculations.

THE NEW CURRICULA AND SYLLABI
The new curricula and syllabi will be dictated by
the forces brought into being in the process of
the existing oppressive social order swept away
by the national liberatory movement, The
oppressive socicly must inevitably collapse un-
der the weight of the liberatory movement and
in s place must arise a new social order in
which the oppressed become the dominant
group in society. No detailed educational pro-
gramme can be worked out at this stage. Thus
for example we cannot now speculate on the
programme of the re-education centres that
must come inte being, We can, however, say
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that the new curricula and syllabi must set new
values and norms.,
1) Service to the community as a4 whole.

i) Develop the potential ol all the people in ser-
vice ol the community.

1) Examine the needs, resources and social, po-
huical and economic development ol the coun-
ity as & whole and its relationship to Africa and
the World.

iv) Develop the human personality in full rela-
tion to the above.

Bearing in mind the limitations mentioned
above the new educanional institutions should
provide for the following transitional training:
a) Provide training to produce highly qualitied
and motivated manpower who could effectively
grapple with the problems of the country in s

soctal, polincal and economie facers.

bi Provide the technically qualified and socially
motivated manpower 1o implement develop-
meni ideas.

¢) Provide training at an essentially in-service le-
vel to raise the level of manpower and give the
sockdl motivation m order to create a social base
which makes (&) and (b) possible.

The aims and objectives ol the new educatio-
nal institutions shall of course be determined by
the Constituent Assembly of the new society
which must arise as the present nunority swhete
oppressive regime lalls apart and collapses in
ruin. A new nation with new adeas iy already
being born and when it tully sees the light ol day
it shall write the detled educational pro-
S AN,

4. Why AZAPO Rejects a National Convention

by GEORGE WAUEHOPE

Today it is an opensecret that the idea of a Na-
tional Convention was mooted as far back as
1978, Individuals rom various organisations,
Black and White ranging from church, wellare
services 1o political organisations came to-
gether. Concerning the political organisanons
all except one or two are working within govern-
ment created instituions. What 1 must stress i
that this people came as individuals with no
mandate trom their respective orgamsations.
Due to the attacks, especially Azapo’s rejection
of a National Convention, this movement has
been renamed the Constituion Movement, and
its task i1s to draw a new acceptable constitution
for this country. A guestiondire to this clfect
has been drafted by Dr, Van Zy| Slabbert leader
ol the PFP.

The intiative in this move was taken by the
Black Sash and all the monthly come togethers
were chaired by their chamrperson Mrs. Joyee
Harris. Two things that must be enlightened
arc:
1y This move is a result of the 1976 attermath
2) it comes immediately after the banning ol 18
B.C. organisations in 1977.

1976 gave birth to liberal organisations like
the Urban Foundation, whose main objective
was to diffuse and to blunt Black anger and mi-
litancy of the oppressed Blacks by promoting
middle class aspirations for the maintenance
and sustenance of capitalism.

o

Sumilarly the Black Sash seems 1o have ex-
plotted the banninegs of BPC and Saso speci -
cally and started this move of an internal seutle-
ment thercbhy tryving 1o promote a South Alrican
Muzorewa., The PIP also jomned the band-
wagon for similar reasons,

Again we have the case of liberals entering
our struggle at leadership level rather than ai
prasstoots level, deading whar is good 1or us,
highting our struggle tor us thereby giving a whi-
te head 1o o Black body., )

We are here fuced with a total onslaught and
Iis imperative that we know what we are fight-
mg for and who we are fighting againsi. We o
must be able 1o tell our genuine friends Irom
our genuine enemies. In order to do this we
must have a clear and concise revolutionary
thinking. We must have absolute ideological
clarity, be coherent and comprehensive, Thase
who want 1o participate in the strugele for libe-
ration must therctore ask themscelves whether
they want 1o he reformists, revisionists or revo-
[urionary.

We know that reformists abandon their origi-
nal principles and expect others 1o do the same,
Revisionists add 1o or modily their original
principles. Whilst revolutionaries are fighting
for the complete overhauling of the system. |
leave 1t up to vou Lo decide on which ol these
three categories the National Convention mose
lalls.

This brings me back to the basic tenor of
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Black Consciouness vig, that in South Africa (o-
day there is only one class of people who have
nothing at all 1o lose if the preseni system were
to be radically changed in such a way that the
present white ruling class disappears as a ruling
cliss. and thar class is the Black workinge cliass.
[t alone can look at the situation withou any
gualilications or reservations. 1 alone can gques-
Lot The holv-cow not only of the so-called pet-
v apartherd but ol the socio-cconomic svstem
OoF the total onslaught, The Black worker has
nothing o lose but the chains that bind b in
the torm ol pass laws, imfTux-control, migrinorn
Lithowr, mteror educanion, rem hikes., bus lare
hikes, toreed resettlement. evicohions, detentions
without i, banmine orders, banishment, de-
Ath o detennion and all the msriad ol South
A oppressive Lisws,

In short, the rank and hile Black activist s the
crucil hynehpin of the workers” arganisation.,
He s the strugele nor because of moral obh-
gation, nor beciiuse ol pangs ol conscience buy
because he really lives and teels the agony of op-
pression, [t s therefore he, who because of
ideological commitment, faith and wisdom in
the organisation, will continue with his valour
m the strugele because of practical knowledge
and experience he has acquired in the guagmire
u b oppression,

Fhe present immmatinve tor a Nanonal Conven-
ton comes from guarters that have ulterior mo-
tnves and have certamn privileges that they want
to provect. Henee the harnessing and grooming
ol Black leadership thar they will manipulaie at
will.

Mothe present moment negottions are oul
it South Alrica. Firstly our non-negotiable iy
ONe man one vote inoa unitary state, The white
minoriy settler regime speaks of one man one
vole in the so-called Nabonal states, i.e. the
Bantustans.

It is also imporant to note that the propo-
nents ol the National Convention reject the Pre-
sident’s Council not because of principle in the
sense that it does not grant the franchise (o the
dispossessed, but because ""Alrnicans’” are nol
included in i, and being a government created
institution the President’s Council is a non issuc
(LY LIS,

I he preconditions that Azapo would lay be
tore entertaiming any ideas ol attending a
National Convention would be:

1. It should be about the means ol transfering
complete power and the land 1o the indigenous
owners ol 1.
2. All political prisoners should be freed, the
banncd unbanned, the banished unbanished,
and amnesty granted to the exiles which act
would be a de facto recognition of the authentic
leaders ol Azania.
3. Structural violence in the form ol influx con-
trol, migratory labour, enforced resettlement,
detentions without trial, deaths in detention,
banning orders, evictions, rent hikes, transport
hikes, police harrassment, unprovoked baton
churging and teargassing etc. should come to an
end,
3. The historical political organisations such as
ANC, PAC, and BPC should be party to the
talks.,
5. The attack on our brothers at the borders
should come to an end for we believe that the
people who have resorted 1o the armed struggle
have done so because of frustration that their
protests and complaints have fallen ondeal cars.
Cirs.
. There can be no negotiations between non
equals,

From the loregoing, it is clear that time is not
ver ripe for a National Convention and that it is
an exercise in futhty,

Dynamics of Black Thinking in Azania Today

Black consciousness emerged 10 vears ago as the most important development in black South Afri-
can politics fellowing the banning ol nationalist organisations in 1960. A few black consciousness
proponents have recently called Yor the mosement to abandon its exclusivist stance by opening its
runks 1o whites. But the proposal is meeting fierce resistance in black conscionsness ranks. LET-
SATSEMOSALA, national organiser of the Azanian People's Organisation (Azapo), oullines the
black consciousness standpoints and argues against inlegrationist moves.

In a society like South Africa, with its high le-
vel ol socio-economic and political stratifica-
tion, the birth and development of an ideology
that tends to unite the oppressed along their

Black consciousness is a2 national response on
he part of the oppressed black majority againsi
lomination, oppression and explontation by the
vhite settler communily,
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common experience 15 inevilable.

~Inasituation where the “*white settler group”
IS seen to be oppressing and exploiting the black
nation because the black nanion belongs 1o a ra-
ce ditferent to that of the “*white settler group™
it as logical and inevitable that the esploited
black nation would and should seek redress
Irom such a situation as a nation and all its acti-
vities are bound 1o be organised along such li-
Nes.

The national response against domination
and exploitation manifests itself in black con-
sciousness which is a philosophy for natinal li-
beration on the part of the oppressed blacks.

Philosophies and ideologies do not have an
independent existence, but are from beginning
to end a social product,

The sooal products 1hal led to the birth and
development of black consciousness as a philo-
sophy for liberation still exist, namely:

(1) Domination by the ,,white settler communi-
ty'" thal denjes black meamingful participation
in the administration of their country.

(11) Racism which declares black people third
class citizens in the country of their birth.

(i) Exploitation of the black people by a capital
which 1s concentrated in white hands. Blacks
have been reduced to perpetual beggars in the
face ol so much wealth.

Their lives are deliberately rendered unstable
by forced removals into and unproductive land
and the vigorous application of influx control
laws so that they can provide the much needed
cheap fabour.

Black consciousness arises out of life and thus
reflects black people’s struggle to create mea-
ning in life in a country that has denied them
humanity for over 300 years.

Since domination, racism and exploitation
are aberrations from normal human behaviour,
this extreme dehumanisation and exploitation
of black people has created its own antithesis,
that is, those on the receiving end have been
transformed into a unit that must destroy the
aberrations.

While we must make distinctions between the
,»social element of thinking'' - sociology of
knowledge and ,,political element in thought™
ideology —we must realise that ,,consciousness’’
is a social product as Professor Anna Stark put
it

Black consciousness takes the black experien-
ce as a source for its starting point. The
black experience is the experience of a people

34

who have been dispossessed of their land and
stripped of their political power,

Political power is concentrated exclusively in
white hands.

That is the reality of the South African situa-
ton and that reality is mirrored in the lyrics of
this African song:

“Thina Siswe Esimnvama. We the black na-
tion. Sikhalela iswe lethu. We ery for our coun-
try. Clasthathwa ngabamohilophe. Which was
taken by the whites. Mabouw veke umhlaba
wethu. Let them leave our country.””

That bitter crv from more than 19-million
black concretises the conffict in South Africa.

The conflict is about the land issue and politi-
cal power.

It is the contlict between the landless, impo-
verished exploited black nation on the one hand
and the *“*white settler community™ which
wields power over and above the black majority
on the other hand.

The dynamics of black consciousness as a
philosophy for liberation in South Africa have
taken the philosophy out of its introspective
phase,

The introspective phase gave black people a
chance 10 indulge in self-reflection and sell-
definition that resulted in self-atfirmation as a
people.

As the Rev Buti Tihagale savs: 't is there-
fore quite clear that awareness as such was
merely on preparation lor the struggle agams
domination. Awareness as such could not re-
verse the process of discriminaton. .. It had
therefore become imperative, in the light of the
built-up sellf-confidence, not only 1o challenge
the State and the dominant classes but also Lo
work out strategies which enable the black com-
munity to achieve its aim of regaining its righi
o South Africa.”

Azapo, the main black political organisation
operating abole-board v Sourth Atfrica roday,
has taken black consciousness bevond the phase
of black awareness into the class struggle,

It has taken into cognisance the fact thai
biack people are exploited as a nation in South
Africa.

The fact that black people were dispossessed
ol their land which is the basis of any economy
(mining and agriculture depends on ownership
of land) indicates clearly that the proletarianisa-
tion ol the black people was a planned process,

Blacks were 1o provide cheap labour for
white caputal. The introduction ol Bantustans
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as ‘‘cheap labour camps’ for the so-called
white South Africa was the logical culmination
of oppression and exploitation.

The enactment by the white Parliament of

Section 10 of Act 25 of 1945 coupled rogether
with the job reservation laws clearly demon-
strates a calculated controlled process 1o protect
white capital and white privileged positions.

Since the task of a philosophy is not merely to
interpret the world but to change it, black con-
sciousness seeks a radical transformation of the
South African situation.

Transformation requires the dismantling of
the unjust economic system which has reduced
blacks to impoverished, starving masses.

The toiling black masses, which constitute
70% to 75% of this country’s labour force, can
use their labour power to bargain for funda-
mental change in this country. This implies mo-
bilisation of black workers and development of
workers' consclousness.

What is the position of white workers in the
South African situation? It is very Important
for the proponents of black consciousness to
answer this question because it has caused so
much confusion.

Rev Tlhagale says: ““From a political view-
point, whites are seen as a potential supportive
class to the power block.” They are protected
by Parliamemiary Acts (job reservation) against
fair competition from black workers in the la-
bour market.

Throughout the labour history of this coun-
try white workers have struck when their pri-
vileged positions were threatened by fair compe-
tition from biack workers, exampie of which
was the 1913-14 Gold Fields revolt, 1922 Rand
revolt, in 1979 mine workers union threatened
to go on strike if the job colour bar were re-
moved within the mining houses, and recently
the Government was forced to reject the main
recommendations of both Wiehahn and Riekert
Commissians simply because of pressure from
white trade unions.

““The co-option of white worker classes into
the capitalist relations at the level of petty bour-
geois places in the division of labour was facili-
tated by a common consciousness of a sense of
belonging, of racial identity and the belief in the
superiority of Western civilisation,” says Rev

Tlhagale.

If we examine the structures which employ
the so-called poor uneducated whites like the
SA Railways, Escom, the Post Office, etc. we
will find that whites are in the supervisory roles.
They are clearly on the side of management.

At the most we can call them *‘labour aristo-
crats’,

As Mr. Tom Manthata (a leading black con-
sciousness proponent) has indicated, any white
who claims he is oppressed is living in a fool's
paradise.

Alliance between white labour aristocrats and
the black proletariat is impossible in the South
Africa situation, hence the practical imperatives
that blacks be galvanised into united front in
opposition to white domination.

The calls for opening the ranks of black con-
sciousness to whites cannot be accepted.

Azapo's significance is for the black working
class, based on grassroot leadership and with a
programme for society as a whole.

This is completely different from the change,
envisaged by the integrationists, which creates a
middleclass black who feels protected by the
maintenance of capitalism,

Integration of this type means blacks accept-
ing white institutions, norms and values, with
the implication of black inferiority.

Whites who appear sympathetic to the black
cause more often than not want to form al-
liances on a leadership level, rather than joining
at grassroots level. They thus want to fight our
struggle for us by giving us the lead.

Exclusivism in the black consciousness con-
text must remain so long as oppressive and ra-
cist white institutions remain, since only white
political parties have the choice to rule.

Black consciousness as an ideological binding
force is bound to prove its resiliance simply be-
cause economic and political domination are
primarily structured on racial lines.

We in the black consciousness movement ad-
vocate an open egalitanan society where skin
pigmentation will not play a part, but we also
believe that the tactics to achieve liberation
won't necessarily be the same with those re-
quired to reconstruct the new society.

5 £
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Role of the Missionaries in the Conquest of South Africa:
Part 11

The role aof whites in the Aranian liberation movements is again being stireed up by the Charterists and the ¢o-
lonial mass inedia. Their representatives from the missionaries, (o liberals like Alan Paton, to "communists”
like Bram Fischer have always attempted (o integrate us into the colonial and imperialist sastem, cither in the
name of Christianity, liberal salves or socialism, But we are little interested in their ssmpaths or charcity . Inva-
riahly they deny the colonial nature of Azania, advocating a socialism that liguidates the national question, (-
ke up multi-racial positions, are thoroughly impregnated with bourgeois or petit bourgeois ideology, divide
and rule us in the liberation movements in the same manner as the imperialists asing the power ol their monies
and privileged access 1o resources, and are neser free from white chauvinism in ditferent varieties. This article.
the second part al the ""Role of the Missionaries in the Conguest of South Africa’™, gives us some valuable fes-
suns about the role of progressive”” missionaries when Christianity was in the Forefront of the conguest of

the African peoples,

The British next aimed their attack at Hintsa,
paramount chief of the Gealeka, who had rich
lands and many cattle beyond the Kei River. To
the south of him, the maNdlambe. the maNgqi-
ka and other Xhosa tribes were being squeezed
into an ever-narrowing strip of territory; to the
north-west of him were the baThembu, (o the
north-east were the maMpondo and (o the
north of them was another pressure of tribes
one upon another, driven south by certain deve-
lopmenis among the coast tribes.

It is not part of this history 1o look into the
forces responsible for the rise of the war-like
chiefs of the people later known as the maZulu.
But their rise seems to have been connected with
a new development that was taking place at this
time in the tribal svstem itself. The period of the
vast movement of Bantu tribes Itom the north
had come to an end. Land to the south was no
longer inexhaustible and the tribes had halted at
the Indian Ocean. This circumstance produced
a change in the social fabric of the Bantu, a
change that was accelerated by other forces,
such as contact with the Mohammedans and
Arabs who came in their sailing ships along the
east coast, and the growing trade that the chiefs
engaged in. All these things had a profound ef-
fect on the existing tribal organisation and was
felt as far afield as the Cape Colony. Tshaka
himsell was a product ol these far-reaching
changes, whica supplied the conditions for the
operation of his military genius. As a result of
these developments some sections ol tribes mo-
ved southwards and among these were the
maHIlubi, the maBele and the maZisi, who were
sections of the maMbo. They were also known
as amakengu, and to the English as the **Fin-
gos'’, a name which we shall use for convenien-
ce. According to traditional Xhosa custom,
when these tribes asked for land and pasturage
from Hintsa, it was granted them. While they
had their own chiefs and councillors, they gave
him allegiance as paramount chiefl.
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It was to these "“Fingos™ that the Weslevan
missionaries were (o turn themr particular atten-
Lion.

The Wesleyan missionaries seent 1o have been
a remarkable able body ol men, ready at all -
mes 1o co-operate with the Government, whech
in turn expressed high appreciation of their ser-
vices., About the middle twenties they had star-
ted laving their chain of mission stations among
the Buantu tribes. The Rev. William Shaw first
established Weslevville beside the Ggunukhwe-
be chiefs, Phatho and kama; the nission sia-
mon at Mount Coke placed another mission:ry
heside the aged chiel” Ndlambe; then followed
Butterworth, which brought the Rev. Shrews-
burv and then the Rev. John Avhff close 1o
Chiel  Hinisa; Clarkebury  placed  another
among the baThembu: at Morley the Rev.
Shepstone, lather of Theophilus Shepstone, a
future Minister ol Native Aftairs in Natal, was
beside a Mpondo sub-chict, while at Buntingvil-
le the Mpondo chief, Faku, was brought under
the eve of the Rev. William Bovee. The effect of
this was to surround the paramoum chief, Hint-
sa, on all sides.

It will be remembered that, by winning over
Neggika, the London Missionaries had eflected
the tirst breach in the Xhosa ranks. In the 1818
war against Ndlambe, Ngcika alone had been
on the side of the British. It was now the tash of
the Weslevans 1o effect the second breach in the
Nhosa ranks, and then a third, and both of the-
seowere 1o hiave serious results in the coming at-
tack on Hintsa.

The Rev, William Shaw, as he hameself claims,
succeeded in gaining an ascendancy over the
chiels Kama and Phatho, one ol his lirsa con-
verts being kama's wife, who was o daughier of
Nggika. These chiefs were persuaded that the
missionary could intercede on their behall for
the recovery of their land, which had been los
to them through the treaty tforced on Negika,
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1 promused | would presemt their case before
the Colomial Government, 1t they stopped ma-
rauding”’, reported the Rev. Shaw in a letter to
the Colonial Secretary, The result was that they
were allowed 10 re-occupy grazing land in the
poorest part of the ““Ceded Territory’™ —on
condition of good behaviour.”” Here indeed the
misstionary had procured for them the prover-
bial stone where they had expected 1o receive
bread. Nevertheless the price was a heavy one,
For the Rev. Shaw contrived to bring them to
the side of the British in the subsequent war
against Magoma and Hintsa. The Rev, Boyce in
his **Notes on South African Atlairs,”" written
dfter the war, was able to record with high satis-
taction that those chiets who had resisted the
British, namely, Magoma, Botomane and Ty-
hali, were those who had been “‘alienated from
their proper missionaries and natural advisers
(the Wesleyans). .. by the injudicious interfe-
rence of Dr. Philip,””, who had held out to them
“extravagant expectations’ ol the recovery of
their land. On the other hand, *‘the chiefs
whom the Weslevan missionaries saved from
this injudicious tampering, took no part in the
Wilr,

Rev. John Avliff and the Fingos

Nowhere have we a clearer example of the
tactics ol **divide and rule’’ than in the wayv the
Rev. John Avhft drove a wedge between the
Fingos and their natural allies, the Gealeka, Al
Butterworth, the mission station became the
very symbol of tnibal division. First Avhtt per-
staded one of Hintsa's chief councillors, who
was a Fingo, 1o stay at the mussion station. He
used some of the christianised Fingos as his
messengers and informants. He also succeeded
in christianising Hintsa's chiet wife, Nomsa,
whose son he had cured ot a sickness. He was
aware that a sympathetic woman could be used
to protect Furopeans, it the occasion should
arise. Thus Christian was divided against non-
Christian: the Fingos were separated both from
their non-Christian brothers and trom their na-
tural allegiance to the paramount chiel. And
that was not all. AvIfT, in his communications
with the Governor, described the Fingos as
“held in the most degrading bondage™ (though
elsewhere he stated they had large numbers of
cattle). This was o most pernicious falsitfication
on the pairt ol the missionary. The svstem of sla-
very was completely foreign to the Bantu ar this
stage. And i was not likely that a chiel ot all the
mashosa would marry his daughter 1o Njokwe-
ni, the voung Zizi ¢hoet, 1f i his eves he was o
slave,

[t must be said that Avlil'f acted with jesuiti-
cal cunning in driving a wedge between the Gea-
leka and the Fingos. One may well ask how he
gained the ascendancy he did over the Fingos
and persuaded them to look on the British as
their “*protectors.” There is no doubt that their
particular circumstances laid them open to his
influence. They had been uprooted from their
territory and their settled way of life; in their
journevings south they had known privation.
Hinrsa had given them land and pasturage, but
they had not yet become a part of their new sur-
roundings. The process of integration into the
Gealeka tnibe, which was normal 1in such cases,
was not completed when the Gealeka themsel-
ves became aftected by the pressure of the white
man's aggressions from the south. In this un-
settled state, the missionary could the more easi-
Iy play upon the minds of the Fingos. They who
had so recently been refugees would the more
guickly fear the threat of a new insecurity, and
all too readily believe in the promises of ‘‘pro-
tection”” under a powerful nation such as the
missionary would describe, a nation which itself
received (as he would say) the special tavours of
Divine Providence. No doubt he would read to
them fiom the Scriptures the story of how the
Isrealites —wanderers like themselves —received
the divine promise of a land Mowing with milk
and honey,

Hintsa had at first merely tolerated the pre-
sence of the missionaries. In a letter to the Go-
vernor, D’Urban, Avliff had to admit the
chief's obvious aversion to foreign doctrines.
But in the general state of uneasiness after the
outbreak of war, with Maguoma's people flee-
ing before the British soldiery, Hintsa’s suspi-
cions were fully aroused and he removed him-
self from the vicinity of the mission station at
Butterworth, He seemed anxious to avoid war
and did what seemed to him the wisest thing.
On this point Avhitf had something to say to the
Governor:

“*He (the chiel) viewed us in the light of
agents of the Colonial Government and nothing
more than colonial spies.”

Avhift went on (o say:

“The chief was able to keep me completely in
the dark as to the whole of his proceedings, and
from his messengers passing through Butter-
worth to different parts of the tribe | could get
no information.™

In spite of this admission of ignorance, he
presumed to state that:

“During the progress of the war we someti-
mes heard that Hintsa gave direct encourage-
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ment to the hostile chiets to proceed.”™

OF course, the pami is not whether Hintsa did
or did nol act in such a way as paramount chiel
of all the maXhosa. What we are concerned
with is the way the missionary identified himsell
with the interests of the Government while pro-
Fessing 10 be the *'friend" of the Africans,

The campaign to blacken Himisa was in the
hands of the missionaries. It was now expedient
1o regard him as paramount chiel, where pre-
viously the title had been thrust on an unwilling
Nggika, with what dire results we have seen.
Hostile incidents between traders and Africans,
though in themselves trivial, were used in order
to pin responsibility of the war on the chief, In
this connection it may be ol some interest 1o ob-
serve the methods employed by the missionaries
in assisting the Government.

A trader who had beaten an African was
found murdered, whereupon letters passed bet-
ween the Rev. Avlitt, the Rev. Shepsione and
the Rev. Shrewsbury, all of whom had lhived n
the vicinity of Hintsa at one time or another.
The Rev. Shrewsbury, passing on the informa-
tion to the Commissioner for Albany, reinfor-
ced his suspicions by quoting the opinions of
the Rev. Shepstone:

“Mr. Shepstione states it as his conviction
from what he has heard (though he mentions no
particulars) that Hingsa, the chiet, is the real
murderer.””

And again:

“Mr. Shepstone did not express the opinion
from any circumstance that came under his own
observation or that has come by others, but
from an intimate knowledge ol the Catfre chiefls
generally, and of Hintza in particular.”

Then in passing on the missionary’s letier 10
the Governor, the Commissioner, in turn, ex-
plained that;

““Mr. Shrewsbury states as his opinion that
the property to be pbrained by the killing of
Purcell {the trader) was a sufficient motive.”

As these men of peace were accustomed to
describing the Africans as ‘‘irreclaimable thie-
ves, ' these absurd conclusions are nol surpri-
sing. Subsequently, the Governor, D'Urban,
used the very form and language ol these mis-
sionary communications to justify to the lmpe-
rial Government the ferocity of his attack on
Hintsa.

The Wesleyans at this time showed themselves
such willing agents of Government that 1t is dif-
ficult to separate out the military aspect of ihe
campaign from those that more particularly

iR

concern the missionaries. By Aprl, 1834, D'Ur-
ban was ready 1o enier Hintsa s territory. Al the
beginning ol the month four divisions of the ar-
my under Colonel Harry Smith, assisted by Co-
lonel Somerser, had **scoured™ the country ol
the maXhosa to the base of the Mathole moun-
tains, from where Magoma und Tvhali defied
the British with their guerilla tactics. The under-
mining of Hintsa’s position had been in the ex-
cellent hands ol the Rev. Aviift. The Rev. Da-
vis, at Clarkebury, had contributed further 1o
this process by negotiating on behall of the Go-
vernor with Fadana, chiet ol the Vusani Them-
bu, and persuading this tribe 10 the rear of
Hintsa to accept the lriendship” ol the British
and assist with troops il called upon to do so. A
stimpilar treaty had been made with Fahu, chief
al the mahlpondo.

Halted at the Ker River by a councillor of Bu-
kru, Hintsa's brother, the Governor bade him
tell the Chief that he had no intention of acting
in i hostile manner, provided his commands we-
re abeved, namely, 10 cease assisting the Nggika
chiefs. Hintsa was given five davs in which 1o
answer. But the chie! siw no reason 1o answer,
How could one answer the presumption of com-
mand on the part of a foreign intruder into
one's territory? The hollow sham of these tor-
malities was evident from the tact that the Bri-
tish troops moved on without pause during the-
s¢ live davs, until they reached Butterworth.,

At this poimnt the Rev. Avhift took action. Cal-
ling the Fingo chiefs together, he persuaded
them 1o agree not 1o support Hintsa, 1o detend
the missiwonaries and traders il they should be ar-
tacked, and 1o act as his couriers 1o the military
commeanders,

Soon afterwords a bodv of Gealeka and
Meggika warriors came past the nssion station,
calling to their brothers: “*The English soldiers
haive fled. the farmers have left their farms, the
catile are wandering over the land waiting 10 be
gathered. Come and join us!" Bul the voice ol
(e missiondary prevailed over that of their own
Peupae, VT uds basd the BPinges 10 go o the
British camp as soon as the Goserior arrieved
and “‘seek protection™ as subjects of the King
of England. Then he himsell Ned 1o sale sanc-
tuary in the mission starion at Clarkebury.

Thanks 1o the Rev. Avhitt, 16000 Fingos {(ac-
cording 1o his own fNgures) delivered themsely es
mnta the hands ol the enemy withowt a blow. He
ENADICU LG vpwrs v
10 the Home Government that he
“had freed a grievously oppressed race of 15000
souls from slavery. .. living in a state ol degra-
dation and oppression dilficult to deseribe.™
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The profits of the transaction are best described
in these further words ol the Governor, addres-
sed to the Colonial Secretary in 1 ondon:
**The Fingos are an acguisition ol incalculable
value to the Colony.™
He pointed out that they **would assist his mea-
sures in the present war.” And again:
“This supply ol hired servants, especially tor all
larming purposes, will be ol the greatest benetit
to the community.’””
He proposed 10
“hring them back 1o the Colony ... and settle
them in the present uninhabited and worse than
useless district between the Fish River and the
| ower Keiskamma . .. They will soon convert it
into a country abounding with cattle and corn
They will turnish the best ol all barriers
against the entrance of Kallirs into the Fish Ri-
ver Bush ... and will afford the Colony a sup-
ply ot excellent hired servants.”

The Governor went on the expatiate on the
great benefit 10 the White settlers of this “*libe-
ration’’ of the “Fingo race’. He underscored
the benefit trom the military point of view:

Being now well disposed ro fight aguinst the .

Kaffirs ... they will become the best militia for
the protection of that tract of country which for
25 vears has been the vulnerable part of the Co-
lony."

The Fingos, then, were persuaded to join the
British forces and they drove off large numbers
of Hintsa’s cattle. At the end ol the war they
were marched off 1o a location near to a British
fort, Fort Peddie. Aviff himself described it as
“‘naked, unimproved land,” but in his tirst ad-
dress to them as their appointed missionary, he
reminded them of what ,,Christianity and the
Governor had done for them.” But some of
them. we are told, were so disillusioned with
what they found, that they returned to the Gea-
laka.

And what was the nature of their so-called li-
beration? They were the first Atricans to be pla-
ced in a Reserve, and under such impoverished
conditions that they were forced to seek work as
hired servants to the farmers who were now
swarming like locusts into the land of maXhosa.
A missionary and a magistrate were placed in
jurisdiction over them. The first missionary at
Peddie was the agent ot their “*liberation'’, na-
mely. Avliff. As we shall see later, it was on
them that the first experiments in **Native'' po-
licy were carried out. The need for a new labour
force was growing with every new seizure of
land. War was slowly bringing that labour force
into being. The missionanes, however, had en-
cineered the peacetul capitulation of a large bo-

dy ol potential labourers. And the Fingos sup-
plied, as it were, the first raw malterial for the
working out of Government policy, which
would then be applied in full once the ravages
of war had released the full Hlood of men see-
king food and work,

The capitulauon of the Fingos was not the
only achievement of the missionaries in this war
against the Xhosa chiels. But betore picking up
the thread of their activity we have to return to
the wene of the war itsell. After the Fingos had
handed themselves over 1o the Governor, Colo-
nel Harry Smith and Colonel Somerset procee-
ded apace with their devastations of Hintsa's
territory and within a few days the chief came (o
interview D'Urban, Hintsa's action was consi-
stent with his statement that the war was not his
war, and it is clear that he looked 10 the White
man (o respect the honour and safety ol a chief.
Yet he must have been aware ol the fate of the
warrior-prophet, Makhanda, who, believing
that he could save his people from fturther de-
struction, had come to consult with the British
commanders, only 1o be seized as a prisoner.
Neither Makhanda nor Hintsa seem to have
been sufficiently acquainted with the fact that
aggression knows no law,

Hintsa was treated virtually as a prisoner who
had come to “‘sue for peace’’. Aggression was
capped with a violent **peace’’ declaration and
a “‘Treaty' which made Hintsa responsible for
the resistance put up by Magoma and the other
Xhosa chiefs, and therefore demanded, through
him, their immediate surrender, With a fine ex-
travagance of language the invading Governor
declared that the chiefs, “*having without pro-
vocation or declaration of war, invaded and
plundered the Colony, and having now been de-
feated, chastised and dispersed,’’ were senten-
ced as “‘treacherous and irreclaimable savages™
10 be ““forever expelied” from the country west
of the Kei River.

The violence of the Governor’'s language in
this, his May Proclamation 1833, echoes that of
several missionaries who subsequently constitu-
ted themselves as his praise-makers for his ‘*hu-
mane conduct of the war’'. In a public address
they stated that
“The Kaffirs most wantonly, cruelly and
uri rratefully commenced this war with a people
who sought and desired their welfare and pro-
sperity.”

D'Urban announced the acquisition of a new
province, Queen Adelaide. He also *‘rewarded™’
the Fingos and the maGqunukhwebe —thc e
sections who had been persuaded by the missio-
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naries 10 break away Irom their natural allies
with Reserves in the territory already confisca-
ted from the maXhosa. NMagoma, however, had
not ver capitulated. By the Governor's army
wias not large enough to enforce expulsion; his
volunteer forces were those very burghers who
wanted to settle down and reap the fruits of
their plunder. The Governor was becoming im-
patient; the colonists were clamourmg for more
land, and events now moved with the violence
ol the time.

D'Urban demanded irom Hintsa a hostage as
guarantee that the terms ol his “‘peace treaty™
would be carried out. The chiel, who was heing
mulcted of 50000 head of cattle in addition 1o
those already seized. offered himsell and his
son, Sarili. as hostages and accompanied the
British forces under Colonel Harry Smith, in or-
der 1o facihtate the rounding up ol the caitle,

The fulltaas of the tragedy that tollowed will
never be known. Bur it is ong ol the most sha-
meful incidents in a long history of rapine and
plunder. Hintsa was brutallv murdered **while
altempting to escape’’. From evidence subse-
quently given heltore the Aborigines Protection
Committee which instituted an enguiry into the
“Hintza War", it seems that, s a party of Bri-
tish soldiers, with the chiel in their midst, were
making their way on horseback towards the
Negabara River, information was received from
Colonel Somerset, who was busy rounding up
cattle at Butterworth, that the Gealeka were ag-
tacking the Fingos, who were assisting Somer-
set. In other words, the missionarv-fanned feud
was well and truly begun. The Governor seized
this news as a pretext 1o turn on his voluntary
hostage and threaten him with hanging. The ef-
fect of this threat on the ¢hiel nced not 1o be
described. Hitherto he had borne himsell with
restraint and forbearance. It may be that he did
make a desperate attempt to escape. Whatever
the truth, it is clear that the savage spirit thai
hunts the quarry 1o the death took possession of
his pursuers, for his bodv was found by his peo-
ple at the water’s edge, mangled and munlated.

An enguiry was subsequently held, but, as
one would expect in such cases, the British offi-
cers involved were “*honourably absolved' of
the deed. A contemporary commentator calling
himself ""Justus™, made the following observa-
Lion:

“*The enquiry can have but one termination, for
it is arranged by the persons implicated and the
witnesses are Hottentots or soldiers who know
only too well the consequences of accusing their
superiors.”’

Now the worst excesses of devastation were el
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loose an the people ol Himtsa and justitied on
the grounds of the chiel™s “rreachery™ . Gorged
with destruction, the British soldiery made
therr way back 10 the Colony.

“*Peace-Makers"’

Strange to sayv, the Xhosa chiets in the Nat-
hole mountains did not obey the commands
even ol their murdered leader (1.e., in terms of
the “*Treatyv™"), though the Rev, Avhfl siated,
and the Governor in his despatches repeated,
that he had been the “instigator of the combi-
nation among the chiefs™'. Military expenses
were mounting, the larmers were clamouring (o
rake over the newly confiscated territory, but
the Nhosa had stll not surrendered. And now
the Weslevan missionaries stepped forward to
Fulfil ver another function in the service ol the
CGiovernment. An attempt had been made to per-
suade Magoma 1o come and meet representali-
ves of the Governor. He relused. Then Major
Cox, accompanied by a nussionary, waited
upon him in the Mathole, They came and de-
parted unharmed, but with an emphatic **No,"’
1o the suggestion of a treaty. Something had 10
be done 1o induce them 1o surrender. The Go-
vernor had an able and shrewd adviser in the
person of the Rev. William Bovee, who, 1oge-
ther with the Rev. Shepstone, and young Theo-
philus Shepstone, concocted a plan. Apparently
11wy the voung Theophilus, the future admini-
strator, who sugeested the idea of muking use of
Alrican women 1o circulate the rumour ol the
Ciovernor's intended *‘clemency™ towards the
chiels, It 15 noteworthy that the missionaries
made a point of lirst winning over the women.
Witness the case of Nomsa, Hinesa's chiel wile,
who was said to befriend Avhft when Hintsa's
anger was stirred against lham; and Suthu, Negi-
ka's widow, who protected Weslevan missiona-
ries when they feared attack during Magoma's
attempt 1o recover the lost territory ol his fa-
Lhers.

The Rev. Boyee, then, outlined a plan or trick
to the Governor as [ollows: the Rev, Shepstone,
the missionary with chief Phatho, who had been
induced to withhold his support from Magoma,
was (o Iind women ol the Ggunukhwebe (ribe
wiling to carry certain messages to their relati-
ves among the resisting maNggika. The Rev.
Boyce made it clear that it would be hest 1o ma-
ke use of the women 1o convey a ‘‘secrel’” mes-
sage, which, he said, “‘would answer the desired
end without in the least committing Your Excel-
lency. .. by leading the chiets to form extrava-
gant hopes astoterms.” Then he went on 10 ¢%-
plam the nature of the message:
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“Mr. Shepsione will send 1o Magoma and
Tyali, thanking them for orders to spare his lile,
and, v way of recompense, will commiserate
their present distressed condiion, and, as their
friend who wishes them well and us missionaries
destring peace. .. will advise them to send 1o
Your Excellency to ask for mercy.' It was to be
added that *‘their expulsion beyvond the Kei
could perhaps be avoided™ —if they surrende-
red. The shrewd Christian diplomat, however,
considered it necessary (o put a threat in the tail
of this offer of mediation,

“*Al the same time'’ (he explained to the Go-
vernor) 'the chiets will be told that Your Excel-
lency intends to prosecute the war with the ut-
most vigour, and if they resist, they may be cer-
tain ol destruction. But we will suy we will ven-
ture to intercede for them . .. Then Your Excel-
lency can negotiate with them unfetrered hy any
promises. " (Our emphasis.)

This plan, so eloguent of perty cunning,
speaks for itselt. Small wonder that the Gover-
nor referred to this missionary piece of work
with the highest commendation:

‘““In a further part of this Despatch™ (he wro-
te to Lord Glenelg, Colomal Secretary), **1 shall
show Your Lordship how efficient these Wesle-
yvan missionaries were. .. in enabling me to ef-
fect my purpose. .. of at length bringing the sa-
vages of the Amaiola to negotiation.™

Yes. the plan worked. In their desperate posi-
tion, the Xhosa chiefs were persuaded 1o believe
that the missionaries would intercede for them.
They were informed that “if they agreed (o be-
come British subjects and submit to restraints in
a few small particulars, the Governor would
grant them peace.”’ But these *‘few small parti-
culars’' were no less than the dispossession of
their land and measures for still further under-
mining their position,

In the traditional language of the liberal, the
Rev. Boyee reported that:

**Al the earnest requests of the chiefs, they
desired 1o be British subjects.”

Furthermore, ‘‘at the special request of the
chiefs'’, they, the Weslevans, were 10 he nlaced
on a4 commission that was 1o deal with the trea-
ty.

For the chiels, such a request could only have
one meaning; they were persuaded that the mis-
stonaries would act on their behalf. For the mis-
sionaries, identifiecd as they were with the aims
ol the Government, the meaning was the very
reverse,

Since the Wesleyans had drawn up the plan of

negotiaiion, 1 was natural that 1the Governor
should get their assistance in drawing up the
clauses of the treaty. On this score there is no
reason (o doubt the Rev. Bovce's word. Briefly,
the Xhosa chiefs, while not vet driven over the
Kei River, were to be restricted to a small part
of their own territory between the Keiskamma
and the Kei. The Conditions for this severely re-
stricted occupation were: that they gave up their
arms and became British subjects under the laws
of the Colony, and that theyv held themselves re-
sponsible for “‘cattle-theft."* The last and very
important condition was that they had to accept
missionaries and Government agents or magi-
sfrates.
“Native'' Policy

['his last point touched the very core of the
problem facing the agents of a Christian capila-
list civilization, namely, to undermine the tribal
system from within. From this point of view the
Treaty of September, 1835, was an important
one because 1t envisaged so much more than fi-
xing the temporary limit of land-plunder. It
considered the subjugation of the Africans on a
broader basis and embodied the beginning of a
deliberate ''Native'" policy. In fact, the policy
here envisaged was almost identical with what
Dr. Philip was trying to negotiate with Magoma
when the military situation had become explosi-
ve —only now the chiefs were more vulnerable
to the application of that policy. The interve-
ning months of war facilitated its enforcement.,

It was to be expected that the all-important
question of **Native'' policy was being hamme-
red out by a number of different people simul-
tanecusly. In this instance it seems to have been
the work of Colonel Smith assisted by the heads
of the Wesleyan mission. Precisely because it in-
volved a question of **Native'' policy, the hand
of the missionary was evident in the September
Treaty, for the Government perforce made use
of those who knew, and could influence, the
Atfricans.

To impose a magistrate and a missionary on
the chiefs meant to hasten the process of tribal
disintegration, which in turn paved the way for
the next stage of military conquest. Actually
these were two aspects of a single process. The
confiscation of land increased the necessity to
accelerate the break-down of the old system and
incorporate the Africans into the new system as
labourers. In the early stages the military machi-
ne had been enough; the first necessity was to
get hold of the land. But now a stage had been
reached when wavs and means had to be found
for precipitating the process of breaking down.
In other words, a “"Native”” policy had o be
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cvolved. The treaties that were worked out n
834 36 anticipate o a remarkable degree the
system that s usually aseribed o Sir George
Cirey twenty vears later. The earliest tormula-
ton ol 1t on record vccurs m the already gquoted
discussion  between e, Philip and Andries
Stockenstrom. The Weslevans made their con-
tribution to it i their sarious Communicaiions
with the Governor about the vears 1835 6, and
when the so-called “*Stockenstrom Treaties™
were adopted mo 1836, he, as Licutenant-
Crovernor ol the Fastern Districts, was applyving
the same basie poliey as already tully discussed
berween L ord Glenelg, Secretary tor the Colo-
nies, and Buxton, who werce in consultation
with Dr. Philip. The fact that these various
agents were together responsible for the wor-
king out ol “"Native™ policy simply demonstra-
tes what we have elsewhere mentioned —their
common wdentity with the aims of British Impe-
rialism. As agents ol a Christian capitalist civili-
sation their activities converged to the same

end.

Oncee again, a Little more detal will serve to illu-
minale the temper of the time. In the general
anarchy ot the situation in 1834-36 the war at-
mosphere had been whipped up to explosive
point: there had been the alarums of Magoma's
attack and protracted resistance; the greedy
land-grahbers were waiting to 1take occapation,
but there were the delavs occasioned by the un-
avoidable slowness ol communication between
the Governor and the Home Government. -\d-
ded 1o this there were rumours of an officil en-
quiry inty the conduct ol alTairs, with Dr. Phi-
lip once more 1 the role of arch meddler. (His
position as contidential adviser to the Governor
had been taken over by the Rev. Boyee and he
himsell was in London holding talks with Bux-
ron. ) In this sitwation the missionaries were par-
ticularly vocal and ready with advice on how 10
deal with those whom they termed the “rebel-
lious Kattirs.” There were several occasions du-
ring the war when they acted guite simply as
Government spies handing on imformation to
the military ofticers. But these we shall pass
OVEr.

1t is more pertinent 1o se¢ how the heads of
the Weslevan mission expressed themselves. As
D’'Urban’s confidential adviser, the Rev. Bovee
naturally covered a wide field, discussing points
of military significance as well as **Native™ poli-
¢y, He advocated the presence of a large milita-
ry force; with a military officer as Licutenant-
Governor near the “‘tronuer.”” He suggested
reinforcing the cleavage between the Fingos and
the maGgunukhwebe and the rest ol their peo-
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ple. " They nught be partially armed as an irre-
culiar mihitta,” he wrote, *'In the event ol war
with other tribes they (under Furopean oflicers)
would be tound to render tur more effective as-
sistanee i purhing down ageressions than dou-
hie the nuniber of regufar troops. ” Towards the
Nhosa chiets who had agreed, through him, (o
aecept Upeace’’ negotiations, he proposed a
chastisement that vied in sesvernity with that ol
his master, Moor-General Sir Bengjamim D'Ur-
ban., With his knowledee of Africin custom, he
pointed out that a fine ol ren head ol cattle
should be imposed lor every beast stolen. The-
refore 1o exact only one from the rebel™ Nho-
sacntight be dubbed by them as Bronsh weakness
or stupidiny, This would never do. But sinee the
maXNhosa had already lost thousands ol cattle,
the missionary had 1o admit 1 would be rather
dithicult 1o scize more. Instead, he proposed
compensating the ““sultering colomsis™ with
srants ol land between the keishamma and the
Kei. Here is as pretty a piece ol logie as one
would meer anvwhbere 1o the annals of Bragsh
ageression. Fyven that ruthless militars ofticer.
Colonel Harry Smith, was moved o remark
that: "*The mian ol the gospel s atter all a4 word-
Iv tellow L0 more Tull of dragooning our new
siubjects than a hundred soldiers.™

In his “*Notes on South African Alars,
[RA4-1838, " the Rev. Boyee wrole as a chronie-
ler of events in which he himsell took part, Here
he summed up the “Native™” policy of the Go-
vernment af the end ol the 1833 war. [t aimed ot
“rhe subsersion of the kaftir political svstem by
the transterence ot supreme power 1o the British
Gosernment.,”” The power of the chiels wis
completely neutralised by the new system.,”
which made the people *“subject to the supre-
miey of British law,™

Stiee e Foropedn magistrate wotdd take
aver the chiefs” functuion ol imposing fines, the
chiels would be “recompensed with o small sa-
lury ™"

ACmost important purpose would thus be
ellevcied,” concluded the Rev, Bosee, “numely,
the mtTuence of the Chiets would cease o
exist.”

Now let us hear what the head ot the Weslevan
mission. the Rev, William Shaw | had o say, lor
he was an able man. In his Introduction to A
Detence ol the Weslevan Misstonaries in South
Alrica,” he wrore: *The Weslevans believe tha
the interests of the two classes, aborigines and
colanists, are not imcompatible. Nav, i s essen-
mal to the satety of hoth classes that a kindls
feeling should grow up between them. ™
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How often have we heard these senthiments in
the history ol the explonation of the Non-
Luropeans? The same man who used these clias-
sical liberal phrases did not hesitate to describe
the Alricans as “irreclaimahble thieves™ . There
s a very illuminating leter of his addressed 1o
the Colonial Secretary on the war ol 1835 (**On
the Late Irruption of the Caftres.” ) In 11 he sta-
red first what he considered 10 be s causes.
Calling himeelt w ' toend of the Cattres,”” he
nevertheless felt it his duty to state that: “*As 1o
the ciuse of these collisions between Catires
and colonists the chiet ong ... I8 the
moral state and habits of the Caltre tribes .
I'hey are very much given to carryving olt the
cattle of their neighbours.™

This he ascribed 1o *'their impertect moral
pereeptions, deeply ropted habits and defective
mode of vovernment.”

In the same letter, after pomnting out that so
far there did not exist a single written treaty, he
procecded 1o set forth his proposals for dealing
with the situation. Most of these were embodied
in the September Treaty ol 1835, These were:
(1) Annesation of land to the keiskamma, in-
cluding the whole of the disputed **Neutral Ter-
ritory.”" (He meant Negika's land.)

(2) The “‘reward™ ol the Ggunukhwebe chiels
by putting them in their original territory on
condition that they placed themselves under the
“protection’’ of the British Government and
became responsible tor stolen cattle.

(3) The use of “‘triendly naives™ as a barrier
against other ribes.

The same letter contained an outline of **Na-
tive™” policy. Shaw advocated the appointment
of a Government agent as well as a milnary go-
vernor at Grahamstown and emphasised the ne-
cessity for a close co-operation between the lo-
cal epvernment and the missionarics.

“1.¢t the local Government anwd the missiona-
ries.” he wrote, adding that the cost of this 1o
the Colony need not be great, simce the profits
of trade with the Xhosa were already considera-
hile.

Such views were indistinguishable from those
that the Superintendent ol the London Mission
had put forward some vears previously, Thus
the missionaries vied with one another in their
readiness to serve the Government and give
them the benefit of their advice. Among the
rest, we mnclude the suggestions of the Rew.,
Shrewsbury addressed to a military olficer un-
der the heading ol **Principles to be adopted in
reference to the Calltre tribes.' They provide a
curipus reflection on the seal with which the

missionaries carried out their funcoon. It muos
be said that even the Colonial Secretary found
that these “‘principles” of chastisement on the
maXNhosa smacked oo much ol the Christan
sealot,

Here they are:

(1) **The chiefs who have invaded the colony, 1o
torfeit their chiettamship: and their people 10
forteit their country, their arms and their pro-
PETLY .

(2) “"Deserters lrom the Brinish Government
who may have taught the Caltres the use of
arms, 1o be punished with nigour,

(3)  “The actual murderers  of  Brish
subjects. .. 1o be executed on the spot, that 1he
Caffres may see that murder with Britons is an
unpardonable crime.

(4) *“*Caffre oflenders whose lives may be spa-
red, 1o be emploved in making high-roads in
every part of Catfreland, 1f necessary even 10
Natal, their labour as convicts being o visible
proot of the punishments mercitully intlicted on
those who might have lost their lives.

(5) A umiversal registration of Caflres to be ef-
tected, every man wearing on his neck a thin
plate of tun, contmning his name and the name
ol his chiet. which will be 1o him a passport of
peace and the absence of it a token of enmity.
This will both serve 10 identify offenders and
enable the British Government at once to know
the number and streneth ol the frontier tribes.
(6) **Bruiish agents 1o reside in Cattreland 1o
Carry this registration into effect.”

After the missionaries had prepared the
ground for negotiating with Magoma and the
otner Xhosa chiefs, 1t fell 1o Colonel Harrv
Smith as commander ol the forces to announce
the “‘September Treatv' before the assembled
chiels and warriors. As he was subsequently to
show when he himsell became Governor, he
was everready to make use of the missionaries,
and to give them due recognition. This is evi-
dent o his “*peace’ oration delivered with a
mixture of arrogance and piety in the old British
Iradition,

A

You are now subjects of the most powerful
nation, whose laws, manners, customs and in-
stitutions are the admiration of the world. Land
has been given vou,

“Your clergymen have returned to you, ho-
ping to forget vour sins in the observance of
your penitence. You are taken by the hand and
called ‘brother’ by the inhabitants of the grea-
test nanon under the protection of Almighty
Crod. ™

In his confidential Memoranda, however,

43



AZANIA (SOUTH AFRICA) IS AN AFRICAN COUNIRY

Colonel Smith unmashed the true aims behind
his dramatic speeches. These contained an ex-
position of the new '‘Native'” policy whereby
magisirates were (0 usurp the fun¢tion of the
vhiefs,

“*While left to occupy a portion of the land
originally belonging to them, the Xhosa people
will be distribured info family locanpns under
magistrates, Their system of clanship, by this
very arrangement, will be at once broken up, as
Ilhe power of the chiefs will be seen 10 have cea-
ved and passed away.”’

He added that 1 would be an easy matter Lo
keep control under this scheme, **since military
posts are within, around and among their loca-
lions."”’

It 15 noteworthy that the Governmeni was at
pains to disguise from the chiefs the true func-
tion of the Government agent (i.e., magistraie)
whom they proposed to place beside them. ‘‘He
must be al once magistrate, monitor and arbi-
trator,”” we read, *‘endeavouring, as far as pos-
sible, by acquiring a salutary influence in the
Iwo last characters, to avert the necessity of ap-
pearing in the former.”

On this important point Colonel Smith him-
self had something pertinent to say:

“*By the gradual and gentle process of the
measures involved, the chiefs will at length find,
before they are aware of it, their supreme power
dissipated and divided, and themselves reduced
to the more wholesome position of subordinate
magistrates. .. acting under prescribed rules
and limits. .. But it is necessary that they be nol
startled al the oulsel, or their eves opened to the
future consequences of the process, until by its
advancing force, when (hey do discover its in-
fluence, they no longer have any power (o be ef-~
fectually restive."’

**One great political point has been gained,"
he added, ‘‘the disjunction of the tribes."

It may be said that there is no contradiction
between Dr. Philip’s proposal to rule through
paid chiefs and Colonel Smith's proposal to
‘*dissipate and divide’’ the power on the chiefs,
The paid chief is no chief, for he gives up his in-
dependence to become the agent of his masters,
But the missionary-superintendent was natural-
ly more concerned with the problem of how 1o
govern, while the military man was concerned
with the question of how to conquer, and there-
fore visualised a chief so emptied of power that
he could no longer be the military leader of his
people.

Now while the Colonial Secretary in London

H

was still waiting for despatches that would have
informed him of the far-reaching plans contai-
ned in the Sepiember Treaty, those on the spoi
began putting those plans into operation. The
recent upheavals had released a supply of labou-
rers for the White man and it was necessary (o
put into motion the machinery for controlling
them. In pther words, the process ol integrating
a tribal people into the new economy was under
wav, The Fingos were settled in their locations
at Peddie and betore long were 1o fall under a
scheme of taxation that antcipated Sir George
Grey’s more elaborated schermies far ncreasing
the labour force. Colonel Smith, enhsting the
help of the missionaries, was pursuing his plans
for dissipating the authority of the chiefs. A
“*Resident Agent’” was appointed with each of
the tribal groups, and the chiet magistrate was
thevery man whom Dr. Philip had recommen-
ded 1o the Governor when the plan was first
mooted. At this time, too, Africans were em-
ploved as policemen, So comprehensive were
the Government plans, that they covered also
the field of education: there were (o be additio-
nal religious establishments with provision for
teaching and training Africans in the **mechani-
cal arts,’’ as they were called. 1n such a scheme
the missionaries were indispensible. Here, in
embryo, in 1836, was all the machinery for con-
irolling the African people and transposing
them from the old system into the new.

A certain Major Maclean, writing to Colonel
Smith to warn him to proceed slowly, said;

“*Radical changes can only be effected by im-
perceptible degrees, ... In the interim all coer-
cive measures necessary should appear at least
to emanate from their own judges and tribu-
nals. (In a particular case under discussion.) |
would advise a meeting of the councillors of Su-
tu (Ngaika's widow), submit to them the cause
of the complaint, ley them decide 1o enforce the
law, the *Great Chiet” reserving to himself the
right supreme to approve, confirm and revise
their proceedings and verdict."' (Quoted in
“Buanitu, Boer and Briton, "', by W, W, Macinil-
lan).

With such examples before them, subsequent
‘Native'' administrators had only to elaborate
what their predecessors had already so skilfully
conceived,

The “*Humanitarians'' Again

The immediate application of the plans wor-
ked out by Colonel Smith in conjunction with
the Wesleyan missionaries, was interrupted by
the arrival of Despatches from Lord Glenelg,
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Secretary lor the Colonies, advising the Gover-
nor to suspend for the time being the land seizu-
res announced in the Mav Proclamanon. This
step has been quite erroneously described as the
U Abandonment Peolioy,” vesuliing Fromm the et-
forts of the Hberals and particularly Dr. Philip
with the backmg ol Buxion in the British Parlia-
ment. No doubt the petiv landsharks, whose
snouts were furned in the dircctnion ol the nea-
rest cattle kraal, felt cheated ot their spoils, but
this does not alter the fact that Dr. Phabhp and
the rest were acting consisiently in the best in-
terests ol Brinish Imperialisme Philip, while
lirst supporting the Governor, D'Urban, con-
demned the complete expulsion ol the maXhosa
from their territory as decreed by the May Proc-
lamation, since this ran counter to his plans tor
conviliating the chiefs. S0 guite characteristical-
Iv he began sending his voluminous reports o
the London Missionary Society with passages
mitrked **To be sent to Mr. Buxion and Lord
Cilenele.” and subequently he himsell went 1o
I ondon, where he consulted with his supporters
and withow doubr pressed tor the continuance
ol the Treaty Sysiem on which he was already
embarked when war had broken out, It may be
~aid thar neither he nor Lord Glenele were vet
miormed about the Semptember Treaty, which
b d large extent embodied their own plans tor
the subjugation of the chiels, ’Urban resented
their interterence, but, like Lord Somerset beto-
re him, had (o yvield 1o the more progressinve seg-
nons i Britain, and was recalled,

[hese mternal guarrels were ummportant.
I'he tact that the Colamal Secretary proposed a
svatem of Treaties with the chiets instead of im-
mediately seizing their land, did not alter by one
yot the altimate subjugation ol the maXhosa.
Nerher did i oindicate any humanitanan scru-
ples on the part ot the Imperial Government.
wpart lrom the gquestion ot the expense ol mili-
rary campaigns, Britaim ar this stage found u
politic to toster the myth of her “protection™ of
the people she intended to subjugate. Hypocrisy
increased with rapacity. It was at the very time
whien military aggression was torging ahead tha
the Brinsh ““Humanitanans  mvented the “*Ab-
origines Protection Society™ which dud much 1o
balster up this myth of Britain as the “lriend™
ol the "*Black races"" 1n her colonies throughout
the world. Buxton, its natural parent, at the sa-
me time fathered the Parllamentary Select Com-
mittee on Aborigines (1836), which instituted a
Comnmission ol enguiry o frontier aftairs in
the Cape Colony. Dr. Philip was requested by
Buston o gather informanon and "send inme-
diately his own views and opmmions,”” which

were passed on 1o the Colonial Secretary, Lord
Glenelg. and when the Committee met, Philip,
Stockenstrom and many others gave evidence.

Commisstons come and Commissions go, bul
the subjugation of the Africans continues with-
out ceasing. Herrenvolk historians solemnly
asceribe what they call the “*Great Trek and the
split between the two White sections, Boer and
British, to the liberal policies of the British Go-
vernment in their relations with Non-White
peoples. In particular they see the “"Humanita-
rians' (Philanthropists) as either the villains
who caused the long alienanon between the
White sections, or as the "'saints’ who sought
to defend the unhappy aborigines. To us neither
view s tenable. Tt s all part of the thorough-
going falsification of history. It is & static in-
stead ol a dynamic approach ol events, Inacut-
throat competition for world-wide colonial pos-
wession, Britain was outstripping her rivals, the
French and the Duich, precisely because of her
adyaneed industrial development and her varied
methods of conguest. On the South Alfrican
arena both White sections were engaged in
crushing a rnibal people. The Duich were cree-
ping steadilv northwards both before and afrer
the arrival of the British, and British Governors
were alwavs svmpathetie to therr land-grabb-
ings. Under these circumstances the majority of
the Durtch knew that their interests were well
protected by the British. The Trek Boers were
the die-hards, who were given rein as long as
thev didn’t endanger the British advance into
Adlriea,

Today we are in a better position to under-
stand what lay behind Lord Glenleg's so-called
“Abandonment’™ policy and the substitution of
new treaties With the chiefs. To put it down to
missionary-liberal-humaniiarian agitation is ac-
ceptible only if we understand rhe true function
of the missionary and the other liberals acting in
the interests ol British Imperialism. 11" politi-
cians suddenly discovered the “*obligation of
trusteeship to the aborigines' and spoke in
terms of a “"high moral (rust™, we mayv be sure
that the leser behind this elevation of language
was political expediency dictated by economic
Necessily.,

In this connection we may guote an intere-
sting answer 1o an nteresting question that was
put to Andries Stockenstrom when he was cal-
led upon to give evidence before the Parliamen-
tary Select Committee on Aborigines already re-
lerred to. Stockensirom was asked which of two
systems, “‘that of controlling the natives by an
overwhelming waliwary foree™ .. or ... “ent-
cring into amicable relations . .. would be the
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cheapest. ... Which would be the most likely to
extend the influence of Greal Britain among the
native tribes?”’

To this he replied: **Most decidedly, 1 should
think, trade and commerce ... the greatest po-
wer that Great Britain has been able 1o exercise,
... " This question and answer [lowed from a
common approach to the whole problem of
conquest and the purpose of that conquest.
Here are the Commission’s conclusions:

“The oppression of the barbarous countries
15, In point of economy, of security, of commer-
ce, of reputation ... a shortsighted and disa-
strous policy. It has engendered wars, in which
great expenses were necessarily incurred . . . and
banished from our confines or exterminated the
natives, who might have been profitable work-
men, good customers and good neighbours."

This is followed by the oft-repeated herren-
volk refrain which equates colonial conguest
with the dictates of divine providence:

““The British Empire has been signally blessed
by Providence, and her commerce, her strength,
her wealth, her prosperity, her intellectual, her
moral and her religious advantages, are so many
reasons for peculiar obedience to the laws of
Him who guides the destinies of nations. ..."

In this finely-balanced blend of sharp busi-
ness sense, arrogance and piety, we hear the
very voice of the English middle-class. Here we
have the fount and origin of Dr. Philip's em-
phasis on a new ‘*Native’' policy, on peaceful
penetration, civil administration and trade, all
drawing the tribal African into the orbit of the
economic system of the invaders. Armed with
this sound economic outlook, he was the perfect
agent of the industrial and mercantile classes of
England.

But if we took such statements as indicating
an abatement of military aggression in 1836, we
would be very much mistaken. We today, for
instance, know how much truth there was be-
hind Smuts’s statement in 1942 that ‘‘Segrega-
tion had fallen on evil days,"" uttered not long
before a full-scale attack was launched against
the few remaining rights of the Non-Europeans.
We today do not, again, make the mistake of
judging the nature of the United Nations Orga-
nisation (U.N,0.), the instrument of impenalist
machinations between the First World War and
the Second, on the strength of its grandilo-
quent Preamble to the Charter of U.N.O.,
drawn up by no less than General Smuts under
the title of **Declaration of Human Rights,"
which begins thus:

Fra

“Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity
and of the equal and inalienable rights of all
members of the human family is the foundation
ol freedorf, justice and peace in the world;

“Whereas the peoples of the United Nations
have in the Charter reaffirmed the faith in fun-
damental human rights, in the dignity and
worth of the human person and in the equal
rights of men and women; ..."

“*Mow, therefore, this General Assembly
proclaims this universal declaration ol human
HEhTS: x o7 BIE

There is a cynical effrontery in such high-
sounding public statements made by the Prime
Minister of a country that denies human righis
to Tour-fifths of its population.

The so-called policy of "*Abandonment™ of
Nhosa territory, then, was actually the prepara-
tion for the next stage of land-seizure. Stocken-
stirom, on Philip's recommendaiion, was made
Licutenant-Governor of the Eastern Districts,
with express authority to make new treaties with
all the Xhosa chiefs, as well as with the Thembu
and the Fingo. (Even a chiel so far distant as
Mzilikazr was persuaded in this yvear, 1836, to
sign a treaty of "‘Inendship™ with Britain.)
Stockenstrom put the case for the treaties pretty
clearly when he indicated that outright annexa-
tion might provoke resistance ""if applied pre-
marturely to seif-contained Bantu tribes,” and
expressed the hope that the chiels would ultima-
tely “‘be glad to throw up therr independence
and embrace British supremacy.”” Dr. Philip,
also, having marshalled his arguments againsi
military governors, seems to have thought that
he had succeeded too well il any of the territory
confiscated by D'Urban was going to be given
up. ‘I wish 1t to be understood,” he wrote,
“‘that I do not object to the extension ol the co-
lonial boundary to the Kei River, provided the
lands are secured to the Caflfres as has been the
case in all our conguests in India.™

So we are back once more 1o the plan evolved
by Dr. Philip tor treaties “‘on the Indian
model.” This in effect was what the Colonial
Secrerary proposed in place of D'Urban’s land
seizure, and one must say that these proposals
were as closely akin to the plans that Colonel
Smith was already carrving out, as the Nationa-
list policy of Apartheid is to the Segregation po-
licy of the United Party ioday.

In place of Smith's magistrates there were to
be *‘resident agents with diplomatic powers.”
(The actual taking over of tribal authority by
the magistrates would be the next logical step.)
There were to be missionaries stationed with the
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chiefs, and, of course, there would be the tra-
ders. In other words, all the instruments of tri-
bal disruption. And these agents were to be
backed by the presence of the military. In place
of Colonel Smith, butcher of Chief Hintsa, was
Andries Stockenstrom, triend of the missiona-
ries, who had rouvied Magoma from the Kat Ri-
ver valley. The tribes were (0 be permanemtly
under martial faw, for all were agreed that the
“peaceful’ trearies could not otherwise be car-
ried out. This needs no explanation. **The ad-
ministration ol justice was letl to the Comman-
dant (Stockenstrom) and his soldiers.” On the
vital pomnts of land and cattle the maXhosa were
placed at the mercy of the invaders, There was
the arrogant proviso that land was (0 be re-
occupied “*on good behaviour.”” The Govern-
ment had the right to place military forts where
It pleased. The chiefs were made responsible for
“*cattle-thefrs."” This was 10 ensure a state of
perpetual disturbance with the frontier far-
mers, 10 whose interest it was 1o find a pretext
tor the next ““wayr,', i.e., land-seizure.

It is not for us to lament with the liberal histo-
rians that the new treaty sivsiem **was launched
under the most unfavourabie conditions’ be-
cause Stockenstrom, appointed through the in-
Nuence of tne **Philanthropic Party,”™ happen-
ed to be at loggerheads with a military governor
who was resemful of divided authority and in
league with the land-greedy frontiersmen. Once
again it was merely a guestion of a clash bet-
ween (wo sets of imperialists, those with the lon-
ger and those with the shorter vision, the advo-
cates of peacelul penetration and the freeboo-
ters. D'Urhan called the Treaties “*nothing but
waste paper.’’ Stockenstrom retaliated with the
very significant observation that all was peace,
except that the Goverrior had set the Fingos and
the Xhosa at one another’s throats, whereas,
under Hintsa, there was no fewd. "'

The function of the treaty system can [urther
be iudged by its results for the Whites. Profes-
sor Macmillan (**Bantu, Boer and Briton'") re-
cords that “*there was a fresh development of
Kafir mission work." He goes on: " Above all,
the early forties were a time of boom and of ri-
sing prices in the much-complaining Eastern
Province itself.” To this Professor Walker, in
his “*History of South Africa,” adds:

“When all is said and done, property on the
frontier had doubled in value and doubled and
doubled again since the inauguration of the
Treaty System. ., There was a boom in wool,

But wool would have been non-existent
without a good measure of security.”

Farmers who swore that the maXhosa, and

the Khoikhomn of the Kat River Settlement, 100,
were preparing to eat them up, were paying high
prices for sheep-farms bordering on Xhosa ter-
ritory.

With this boom in the wool industry went an
increased demand for “"MNative'’ labour and it
was ready to hand, not only from among the
Fingos, but from among the Xhosa and other
(ribes. The long period of military devastation
was producing the desired harvest. Now we hear
much about passes and the controlling of
“squatiers.”’ Governmenl agents as well as
ficld-cornets were kept busy issuing passes (o
the destitute Africans. Mr. Fynn, the Govern-
ment Agent with the baThembu, reported that
streams of Bantu were passing through to seek
work in the Colony.

“*No description of servants or such an abun-
dant supply,’’ he said, “‘could be so well suited
to the wants of the frontier farmers. The colo-
nists are materially benefited and many a native
is saved from famishing."'

Qut of anarchy the pattern of the new society
is beginning to emerge. The widespread uphea-
vals of military devastation are creating a new
labour force which is already assisting in the
more rapid development of the economic sy-
stem of the British invaders. At the same time,
the insecurity and consequent demoralization of
the Bantu tribes provides a ready soil for the in-
filtration of the ideas of the missionaries. This
in turn leads to a further disruption of tribal
authority and tribal unity.

It need not surprise us to read that, with
Stockenstrom’s resignation from his position as
administrator in the Eastern Districts, “‘the last
thing to receive consideration was the proper
administration of the frontier. . . even the atten-
tion of the Philanthropists being all but comple-
tely diverted from the Kafir frontier.”' (Macmiil-
lan.) The Philanthropisis were by this time busy
further north.

“Praise-Makers"'

Events have carried us away {rom the Wesley-
an missionaries, but this does not mean to imply
that they were not extremely active throughout,
both on the Xhosa front and further afield. In
the year of grace, 1836, they had vet another
mission to perform on behalf of the Governor,
D’Urban. Though the latier had been winning
zolden opinions from the frontiersmen for his
barbarous conduct of the war against Magoma
and Hintsa, Lord Glenelg had mildly censured
him and D’Urban was in high dudgeon, since he
blamed these censures on the meddling pen of
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cheapest. ... Which would be the most likely 1o
extend the influence of Greai Britain among the
native tribes?”’

T thas he replied: **Most decidedly, | should
think, trade and commerce ... the greatest po-
wer that Great Britain has been able to exercise.
... This question and answer flowed from a
commaon approach to the whole problem of
conguest and the purpose of that conquest.
Here are the Commission’s conclusions:

“"The oppression of the barbarous countries
15, in point of economy, ol security, of commer-
ce, of reputation ... a shortsighted and disa-
strous policy. It has engendered wars, in which
greal expenses were necessanly incurred . . . and
banished from our confines or exterminated the
natives, who might have been profitable work-
men, good customers and good neighbours.™

This 1s followed by the ofl-repeated herren-
volk refrain which equates colonial conquest
with the dictates of divine providence:

“*The British Empire has been signally blessed
by Providence, and her commerce, her strength,
her wealth, her prosperity, her intellectual, her
moral and her religious advantages, are so many
reasons for peculiar obedience 1o the laws of
Him who guides the destinies of nations. ... "'

In this linely-balanced blend of sharp busi-
ness sense, arrogance and piety, we hear the
very voice of the English middle-class. Here we
have the fount and origin ol Dr. Philip's em-
phasis on a new “*Native' policy, on peaceful
penetration, civil administration and trade, all
drawing the tribal African into the orbit of the
economic system of the invaders. Armed with
this sound economic outlook, he was the perfect
agent of the industrial and mercantile classes of
England.

But 1if we took such statements as indicating
an abatement of military aggression in 1836, we
would be very much mistaken. We today, for
instance, know how much truth there was be-
hind Smuts’s statement in 1942 that *'Segrega-
tion had fallen on evil days,'" uttered not long
before a full-scale attack was launched againsi
the few remaining rights of the Non-Europeans.

We today do not, again, make the mistake of

judging the nature of the United Nations Orga-
nisation (U.N.Q.), the instrument of imperialist
machinations between the First World War and
the Second, on the strength of its grandilo-
quent Preamble to the Charter of U.N.O.,
drawn up by no less than General Smuts under
the title of “*Declaration of Human Rights,”
which begins thus:
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“Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity
and of the equal and inalienable rights of all
members of the human family is the foundation
of freedom, Justice and peace in the world:

“Whereas the peoples of the United Nations
have in the Charter reaftirmed the taith in fun-
damental human rights, in the dignity and
worth of the human person and i the cqual
rights of men and women; .. .*

“*Now, therelore, this General Assembly
proclaims this universal declaration of human
rights. .. .7 ete,

There is a cvnical effrontery in such high-
sounding public statements made by the Prime
Minister of a country that denies human rights
Lo Ffour-fifths ol s population,

The so-called policy of “"Abandonment™ of
Nhosa territory, then, was actually the prepara-
tion for the nest stage ol land-seizure. Stocken-
strom, on Philip's recommendation, was made
Lieutenani-Governor of the Eastern Districts,
Wi express amnory 10 Make new treaties with
all the Xhosa chiels, as well as with the Thembu
and the Fingo. (Even a chief so far distant as
Malikazi was persuaded in this vear, 1836, to
sign @ treaty ol “triendship™ with Britain,)
Stockenstrom put the case tor the treaties pretiy
clearly when he indicated that ournght annexa-
tion might provoke resistance it applied pre-
maturely to sell-contained Bantu tnibes,” and
expressed the hope that the chiels would ultima-
tely **be glad to throw up their independence
and embrace British supremacy.” Dr. Philip,
also, having marshalled his arguments agains
military governors, seems 1o have thoueht that
he had succeeded too well iF any of the territors
confiscated by D'Uirban was going 1o be given
up. 1 wish 11 to be understood.” he wrote,
“*that 1 do not object to the extension ol the co-
lonial boundary 1o the Kei River, provided the
lands are secured to the Callres as has been the
case in all our conguests in India.™”

So we are back once more 1o the plan evolved
by Dr. Philip tor arcaties “fon the Indian
model.”” This in ellfect was what the Colonial
Secretary proposed in place ot 'Urban’s land
seizure, and one must sav that these proposals
were as closely akin 1o the plans that Colonel
Smith was already carrving out, as the Nationa-
list policy of Apartheid is 1o the Segregation po-
licy of the United Party todav.

In place of Smith's magistrates there were 1o
be ‘‘resident agents with diplomatic powers.”™
(The actual taking over of tribal authority by
the magistrates would be the next logical step.)
There were 1o be missionaries stationed with the
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chiefs, and, of course, there would be the tra-
ders. In other words, all the instruments of tri-
bal disruption. And these agents were to be
backed by the presence of the military. In place
of Colonel Smith, butcher of Chief Hintsa, was
Andries Stockenstrom, triend of the missiona-
ries, who had routed Magoma from the Kat Ri-
ver valley, The tribes were to be permanently
wonder martial law, for all were agreed that the
““peacetul™ treaties could not otherwise be car-
ried out. This needs no explanation. '*The ad-
ministration of justice was left to the Comman-
dant {(Stockenstrom) and his soldiers.” On the
vital points of land and cattle the maXhosa were
placed at the mercy of the invaders, There was
the arrogant proviso that land was (0 be re-
occupied “‘on good behaviour.” The Govern-
ment had the right to place military forts where
il pleased. The chiefs were made responsible for
“cattle-thefts,” This was to ensure a state of
perpetual disturbance with the frontier far-
mers, 1o whose interest it was 1o find a pretext
lor the next “‘war,"”, i.e., land-seizure.

[t is not for us to lament with the liberal histo-
rians that the new treary stystem *‘was launched
under the most unfavourable conditions’ be-
cause Stockenstrom, appointed through the in-
fluence of the 'Philanthropic Pany,’" happen-
cd to be at logeerheads with a military governor
who was resentful of divided authority and in
league with the land-greedy frontiersmen. Once
agdin i1 was merely a question of a clash bet-
ween two sets of imperialists, those with the lon-
ger and those with the shorter vision, the advo-
cates ol peaceful penetration and the freeboo-
ters. D'Urban called the Treaties *‘nothing bur
waste paper.  Stockenstrom retaliated with the
very significant observation that all was peace,
except that the Governor had set the Fingos and
the Xhosa at one another's throats, whereas,
under Hintsa, there was no feud."’

The function of the treaty system can further
be judged by ns results for the Whites. Profes-
sor Macmillan (*‘'Bantu, Boer and Briton'’) re-
cords that *‘there was a fresh development of
Kafir mission work." He goes on: **Above all,
the early forties were a ime of boom and of ni-
sing prices in the much-complaming Eastern
Province itselt."” To this Professor Walker, in
his **History of South Africa,’’ adds:

“When all is said and done, property on the
frontier had doubled in value and doubled and
doubled again since the inauguration of the
Treaty System... There was a boom in wool.

But wool would have been non-existent
without a good measure of security.”

Farmers who swore that the maXhosa, and

the Khoikhoin of the Kat River Settlement, 100,
were preparing to eat them up, were paying high
prices for sheep-farms bordering on Xhosa ter-
ritory,

With this boom in the wool industry went an
increased demand for ‘*Native' labour and it
was ready to hand, not only from among the
Fingos, but from among the Xhosa and other
iribes. The long period of military devastation
was producing the desired harvest. Now we hear
much about passes and the controlling of
“squatters.”’ Government agents as well as
field-cornets were kept busy issuing passes (o
the destutute Africans. Mr. Fynn, the Govern-
ment Agent with the baThembu, reported that
streams of Bantu were passing through to seek
work in the Colony.

**No description of servants or such an abun-
dant supply,’ he said, *“‘could be so well suited
to the wants of the frontier farmers. The colo-
nists are materially benefited and many a native
is saved from famishing."

Cut of anarchy the pattern of the new society
is beginning (o emerge. The widespread uphea-
vals of military devastation are creating a new
labour force which is already assisting in the
more rapid development of the economic sy-
stem of the British invaders. At the same time,
the insecurity and consequent demoralization of
the Bantu tribes provides a ready soil for the in-
filtration of the ideas of the missionaries. This
in turn leads to a further disruption of tribal
authority and tribal unity,

It need not surprise us to read that, with
Stockenstrom’s resignation from his position as
administrator in the Eastern Districts, “‘the last
thing to receive consideration was the proper
administration of the frontier. . . even the atten-
tion of the Philanthropists being all but comple-
tely diverted from the Kafir frontier.”” (Macmil-
lan.) The Philanthropists were by this time busy
further north.

“‘Praise-Makers™

Events have carried us away from the Wesley-
an missionaries, but this does not mean to imply
that they were not extremely active throughout,
both on the Xhosa front and further afield. In
the year of grace, 1836, they had yet another
mission to perform on behalf of the Governor,
’Urban. Though the latier had been winning
golden opinions from the frontiersmen for his
barbarous conduct of the war against Magoma
and Hintsa, Lord Glenelg had mildly censured
him and D'Urban was in high dudgeon, since he
blamed these censures on the meddling pen of
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Australi sureds apartherd m the extereme and
an mtrodoction of the Sowh Mocan Bantustan
policy to Austrabian, o situanon the Queenshimd
Crovernment would not tolerare, ™

Thus the Australian Authorities now reject
apartheid, after using it in the carly Reserve
system, as it would allow Abongmes to keep
some land from the whites and maintain i sepa-
rate dentiy.

In Austradin, the high standard of hiving ol
Hhe sohites las alwavs been based on the expro-
priiciion of - Aborgmal Tand. A the policies
evobved to deal with™ Aboneines have had
Phis as o omajor clement lrom Delimmnation ™
Y PEIechon T o T ednnbanenyTT and TTawe-
gration’”.

L'nlike the Blacks of South Alrca, Australian
Aborigines are usuwadly not parocularly wanred
by whites as o cheap labour toree. First, because
there are many more white workers than bEick
Secondly, and more importantly, because Abo
riginal values conther sharply with the Prione-
stant work-crhie.

Individual private properts s not a0 basic
social value in Abornginal sociers . The Aborngi
nes tradhiiionally live a ar more comumnal stvle
ol lite, sharing the proceeds ol thewr work with
their kith and kin, and with others, They distr
bute goods according 1o need rather than rink

Such attitudes and beliets can be deeply
disturbing or threatening to people imbued with
the values ol individualism, private property
and hard work . ..

In the late minereenth century, whinte Nustra-
lians tound it necessary to import South S is-
landers as slaves 1o work the sugar plantations
because Aborigines were Munsuitable™

The way Aborigines respect and wse their
land is very Toreign 1o the capitalist, He sees 1l
as just Twastelul™,

The Australian assimilation policy was there-
fore evolved:

|. To secure all ol Australian lands and mine-
rals in white hands,

2. To make Aborigines live as whites - and
thus possibly make them o workers.

3. To eventually remove all signs of a distinc-
live Aboriginal race and leave Australia white,

Like Apartheid, it is aimed at masimising the
white standard of living al maximising the
proflits to be made rom blacks and ther Lind,

M)

Ahaoiemes Jdoonet o want o ke
then Lind tann i ey o beck
reticctmon ol ropdan sodicrs with k-
seeing other people and every tree and rock
Kol

Flovweser,

l.!'|l.|.'..'1 I

ferms ol pmasunane possible peodis.
Hhey st therr Lidds to be ol by osned,
protected by 1lders, o place where thoy can Tive

as they want 1o hve.

Ioseents that decistons luve becn made
sy comntries o desteoy rhesd peoples Wl
lesest s Lond =lwokebme vages, s s omastunal ot
ot o seeing these peoples as radtd iy v,
ds o seless  and unprehitable, and oas
himdrance too the nontenanee ol o el stan-
dand ol hive Tor the Jdoomnant race

e Bravzihan Coatholie Bishops in 1970 <poiky
vt detence of all vhe Saroral Peoples wlien
they sad ol the Nason Indian:

Woorhonr asstomiiny the wlvifre visponr of o
Rovissewn, we feel or reent?v necessarv o e
cogse artd mah e pachdic cerpain valtues whidy
et Hheen oner "covifizeed ' vadiees
el winel constritite o trne aliteriitive tor o
Wil

Lo e naiive peopdes o vemerdd fave a svsfem
e f vesinne Qanned Lo Ple conrianriinniy airied Head for thie
trieliveehied

20 e ecanonne s faeseed o onr o neeeds ot Hie
Freopde, e o prat

1o e ey proarpase ot the ~ocnil arvarsarion
v rer eierantee sevivad aird the rreds of all e
pst o the privileeed fow

4, Pl :’r'-'r-'ﬂ'Hn’:'“-'iu'f,.l"!"ru'u'H v ofdracterised
Hhe evercise of frecidom

S0 Lhe organssatton o prower s wol despict
Dt shareed.

B, Hhev five i harmony with narnre.

Fhe gine has conre to anetinee, in ope, Hhat
e wiher wonnlid Troever ton el iy tlae e wlio LN
frve. ™

Fhe values of the Brazlian Indians are thiose,
oo, ol The Australian Aborigine. White Austr-
lians can only gaon by the survival of Aborisin:d
Australians and their culture. But for this o
happen, land must be returned and Abhorgimnes
listened 1o with respect. This s is el ey H1
Irom happenime. |

For Aborigines, the idea o selling Land s
more strange and unthokable than sellime o
woulkd be Tor Furopeans
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