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liberation struggle and the socialist phase, This
is the key theoretical concept that we musl
grasp and put into practice at the phase of the
national struggle. We must also master the rac-
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tic revolution under the leadership of the pro-
letariat and based on the worker-peasant al-
liance. Only on this basis ¢an we attain a prin-
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Editorial:

F

Superpower Rivalry Intensifies in Southém Africa

While the rivalry between the two imperialist
superpowers, the U.S5.A. and the U.S5.S.R, for
world domination intensifies, with the latter
on the offensive and the former now reacting
aggressively to Soviet manoeuvres all over the
world, Southern Africa, with South Africa as
the focus, has become an intensified theatre in
the global confroniation between the two su-
perpowers which is a principal factor in world
politics today. The Reagan administration pur-
suing reactionary policies at home and abroad
has teamed up with some of the most fascistic
regimes in the world in an effort to counter the
Soviet offensive. Whereas Reagan's predeces-
sor, Carter, did not support the brutal Somoza
dictatorship in Nicaragua, Reagan jumped to
the assistance of the fascist reactionaries in El
Salvador, leading to the wholesale slaughter of
revolutionaries there. Quite obviously, in an
effort to counter the Soviet offensive in Sou-
thern Africa — and the Soviet threat there is
_quite a grave one — Reagan has given the
green light to South Africa. The recent massive
invasion of Angola by South Africa could not
have been undertaken without US-support.
How dangerous this superpower game is to the
independence and sovereignty of Southern
Africa can be gauged from the fact that at the
time of the invasion Soviet warships patrolled
Mozambiquan waters.

Both the U.S. and the South African fascists
were killing two birds with one stone. For the
South Africans it was an opportunity to blast
the military camps of SWAPO which is the po-
pular movement in Namibia and which by all
accounts will win a U.N, supervised election in
the country. It was also an effort to give the
moribund Turnhalle Alliance — a ragbag of
local white racists and reactionaries and Black
stooges — a chance to build up their forces in
the light of such an eventual election. The U.S.
fears that SWAPOQ is too close to the Russians
and that a SWAPO victory will increase Rus-
sian influence in that part of the world. With
the increase In sabotage and terroristic activi-
ties of the pro-Moscow ANC-CP set up in an
effort to win the leadership of the Azanian
struggle (this does not mean that the ANC-CP

wishes to conduct a genuine armed struggle)

there is concern by both of the net closing
around them. The South Africans are very
. much aware that they are dealing here not with

a communist power that will justly support a
liberation movement which it itself can ban
and persecute, but with an imperialist power
that will use every trick to intervene if it can,
and which will use this intervention to impose
its own new imperialist domination. In Sou-
thern Africa the main struggle of the two su-
perpowers focusses on South Africa itself, sin-
ce she is the economic linchpin of the whole
mineral-rich Southern African region.

Both the U.S. and the South African fascists
will eventually agree 1o an election in Namibia
but they wish it to be one in which their pup-
pets will come out on top. This is the real issue
here. South Africa will procrastinate as long as
it can but the cards are stacked against her and
she cannot hold out for too long. 1f she poses a
genuine threat to Angolan independence she
will invite a reaction from the Russians and the
Cubans, nor can she risk a protracted war with
SWAPO that must rebound in South Africa it-
self where the mass upsurges intensify and
where the armed struggle is slowly beginning to .
take shape. Already there is quite a few deser-
ters from the Namibian front.

The South African invasion into Angola was
also a chance by the U.S. to tell the- Russians
that they are not going to accept the kind of
advances that have already been made and that
they are going to hit back wherever they can.
This was the meaning too of the attack on the
two Libyan planes in what was clearly Libyan
waters. But these are mere frantic gestures on
the part of the Americans in a global confron-
tation they continually lose. Obviously too the
South African invasion has also made the si-
tuation in Angola more favourable for UNITA
which has discredited itself by collaborating
with South Africa. The nature of the South
African attack was also such that they did not
have to embattle either the Cubans or the Rus-
sians. Their main aim was to get at SWAPO.,

But while the U.S. imperialists are quite rea-
dy to standby Israel to the fullest — their re-
cent agreement with Israel has assured this —
they dare not make a similar open alliance with
the South African regime, whatever tactical ar-
rangement it might make with it. The state-
ment by the former British Prime Minister,
Edward Heath, in Johannesburg that the West
will not support South Africa even in the case
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of a Russian threat is closer to what most go-
vernments and peoples feel about the South
African situation. South Africa itself has been
taking on a gendarme role in the area. It sup-
ports the insurgency in Northern Mozambi-
que, has trained anti-Mugabe forces, and even
engaged in air attacks against Zambia. It is
hardly likely that any sane U.S. regime would
be foolish to give all out support to the South
African regime and risk antagonising the who-
le of Africa, not to say the whole world. Such
an alliance too would play into the hands of
the Russians. The massive demonstrations in
New Zealand against the Springbok Rugby
Tour (to be welcomed despite the fact that the
Anglo-Saxon New Zealanders also discrimina-
te against the Black indigenous Maori popula-
tion and treat them as second class citizens) has
once again underlined the unpopularity of the

Black Consciousness:

colonial and racist policies of the South Afri-
can government amongst the peoples of the
world. New Zealand was virtually plunged into
civil war and it was a great gesture of solidarity
with the Black peoples of Azania.

L ]

The lesson for us in Azania is quite clear.
There can be no collaboration with any of the
superpowers, and while our main enemy is the
U.S. and other Western imperialist powers like
Britain, we must be vigilant against the Soviet
Union.The events in Afghanistan, Poland and
Kampuchea speak out loudly about the nature
of the Soviet beast. The Russian aim is domi-
nation, control. As long as we rely on our own
masses no power on earth can subjugate us.

SUPERPOWERS AND OTHER IMPERIA-
LIST POWERS OUT OF AZANIA!

Class, Capitalism and Colonialism in Azania

Mr. Kehla Mthembu, president of Azapo, deli-
vered this address to the Hammanskraal sym-
posium of Azapo recently where close to 200

It has become rather necessary for me to re-
affirm black consciousness, a philosophy
which has been the driving force in the black
struggle for humanity in the past two decades.

Some prophets of doom have organised
themselves into well-orchestrated choirs, un-
fortunately conducted by ‘black deserters and
white liberals, who sing a chorus that BC has
exhausted itself or rather finished its cycle.

From the discussions and deliberations at
this symposium it is obvious even to the most
naive mind that BC is still viable and effective,
it definitely has a room.

It is apparent that in the dynamism of the
South African situation BC is the philosophy
that enables us, the oppressed, to view the
struggle in its proper perspective.

It is in this light that I view this symposium
as a collective and joint endeavour by all pro-
gressive forces in the country to rededicate
themselves to this liberatory philosophy and
not to treat this symposium merely as an intel-
lectual gymnasium *to sharpen our minds®.

Historically BC has been defined as an atti-
tude of mind and a way of life. Azapo fully
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delegates representing a number of black bo-
dies supporting black consciousness philoso-
phy met.

identifies and subscribes to this definition, as
we view an attitude of mind as material con-
sciousness of a people in their existential situa-
tion, an awareness of the oppressed people of
their economic, political and social position.

In our existential situation BC identifies the
oppressor and the oppressed, the exploiters
and the exploited, the dispossessor and the dis-
possessed, the dominator and the dominated
and thus refuses and rejects acceptance of the
myth that we are fighting the white govern-
ment ONLY. It views the problem simply as
white oppressing blacks through their elected
government, its state machinery and capital.

1, as president of Azapo, the only overt, na-
tional and progressive political organisation in
the country, commit the organisation to vigi-
lantly protect and propagate this liberatory
philosophy which reflects and expresses the in-
terests and aspirations of the majority of the
oppressed people of Azania.

To those who always shout ‘‘racism’’ to all
black initiative, we wish to remind them that
racism is nothing else but the discrimination of
one group against the other for the purpose of
economic, social, political exploitation and op-
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pression.

BC therefore cannot be called a racist philo-
sophy, since it seeks to eradicate such inequali-
ties and conflicts in our society and establishes
an open and egalitarian society. A society free
of exploitation of man by man, a society which
will hold human interest and dignity above
profit-inspired motives.

Our realistic analysis of our situation pre-
sents the following stark realities; the conque-
ring and colonisation of our land by the white
settler group; the dispossession of our land and
the consequences thereof being that the black
nation has lost all sources of livelihood to the
white dispossessor, and has thus been forced to
depend for their subsistence in primarily wor-
king in the white farms, mines, factories and
white service institutions.

This situation has led to fact that all means
of production lie in white hands and this is
further entrenched in the legislation of one
white colonial government after the other.

I want to argue that colonial and capitalist
societies are characterised by a hierarchical
ranking of its people. Classes are inherent of
all colonised and capitalist societies.

In any industrialised society we have those
who own, or those who manage the productive
processes on behalf of the owners on the one
hand, and those who do not own.

Blacks are the most ruthlessly exploited and
oppressed in South Africa for they are the dis-
possessed, they do not own land, they do not
own the means of production, they do not
wield any meaningful or significant political
power, they are dominated and oppressed by
the white minority settler group. The material
position in which the black man finds himself
in is determined in both racial and economic
dimensions, thus reducing all blacks to a class
of workers. Therefore in South Africaraceisa
class determinant.

One’s position in the prevailing capitalistic
society should not be viewed in terms of eco-
nomic advantages only. The fact that one as a
member of the black race is denied political
power does not make him a member of the
white group which wields both political and
ecOnomic power.

On the labour front, whites consider blacks
as a threat to their exclusive and protected pri-
vileges, security and welfare. Whites en mass
are the perpetrators of this exploitative and op-
pressive status quo.

This has always made alliances between

blacks and whites laughable and impractical.

As long as the present political and econo-
mic system persists, there will be no shared ide-
ology between black and white people who are
workers — the economic backbone of a coun-
try, against their common oppression and ex-
ploitation.

We are not imposing this analysis to our si-
tuation. In both practice and theory we must
reflect the basis of our class and racial struggle.

Conflicts, competing interests and white do-
mination should always be viewed in their true
perspective. It follows therefore that the libe-
ration movement should constantly identify
and resolve the emerging contradictions in
their struggle.

The strengths, weaknesses and viability of
the BC philosophy should be viewed in its abi-
lity to be scientifically flexible and adaptable
to changing situation, circumstances and de-
mands.

Our adaptation and flexibility has always
been based on scientific analysis and ap-
proach. This shall entail the search not for ab-
solute truths but for the fundamental facts, the
material and objective condition blacks find
themselves in.

This truism cannot be over-emphasised. In
accordance with our policy we shall adapt all
progressive thoughts of humanity to our uni-
que situation. We therefore refuse to be pup-
pets of any individual, group or organisation
in our country.

We owe allegiance to our country to rid it
off capitalism and its associate tentacles. We
shall also adapt the fundamental tenets of the
African culture.

Accepting that the material situation of our
African life has been destroyed, influenced
and disrupted by the colonial, imperialist, so-
cial economic and political forces, culture will
be utilised only in as far as it is relevant and
contributory to our people, for we see the whi-
te man always striving to justify his domina-
tion and position at the expense of the black
people.

In order that blacks relentlessly and gallant-
ly struggle for their liberation, they must, of
necessity, have their own ideology (in this case
black consciousness) born out of the common
experiences.

BC in this light promotes the solidarity and
unity of black national struggle,

Blacks will never fully assert their humanity
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and culture before they achieve their sovereign
goal and ideal liberation.

We are not a liberal nationalist organisation,
but a revolutionary and progressive organisa-
tion. Therefore our allies can not be Savimbi,
or the terrorists fighting to topple the People’s
Republic of Mozambique.

We are not fellow travellers with such retro-
gressive, conservative and collaborationist for-
ces such as the Democratic Turnhalle Alliance,
or Swapo-Democrats in Namibia. We do not
share aims or outlooks with the recently humi-
liated shortsighted or white-sponsored and
capitalist-inspired elements in Zimbabwe -
the Muzorewas and associates.

Black consciousness was not a product or an
invention of a genius, as white liberal press and
literature would like us to believe. It was a logi-
cal and an inevitable fruition of a historical
and economic exploitation of the colonial and
capitalist system. This has been apparent in the
history of the black liberation struggle in Aza-
nia.

It has remained the task of the BC move-

ment to give the philosophy its theoretical and
organisational form. Black consciousness shall
never become an obsolete philosophy in the
struggle of the black people in the Azanian
soil.

On the basis of black consciousness, we find
it imperative for the black people to fight for
their own liberation; to strive to eliminate the
basic tenets of colonialism and apartheid; o
usher in majority rule (blacks being the majori-
ty); to sustain and maintain the results after
our liberation struggle.

The basic assumption of this being that all
should live in Azania on the blackman’s terms.
Less than this basic assumption there will not
be liberation and independence. For the land
and the wealth of the country should be equi-
tably shared and distributed to the people who
owe their allegiance to the undivided and uni-
ted Azania.

No force can conguer us while we continue
and struggle with a solidarity and unity that is
constantly and vigilantly guarded or enshrined
in all of us — the black people.

The Struggle for Azania: Who Do We Support

With the international interest in Azania shar-
pening and a totally unwarranted bias shown
by the Anti-Apartheid Movements in the West
towards the ANC-CP, an Australian solidarity
movement (ABOSA), Australian Bureau of
Southern African Affairs, tries to answer the
question who should be supported in the Aza-
nian struggle. While we agree with the views
expressed herein, nevertheless, we think that
the duty of the international movement is to gi-
ve support to all the liberation movements re-
cognised by the OAU and to leave it to the
Azanian masses to decide who are their proper
represeniatives among the liberation move-
ments. There is obviously a need at the mo-

The struggle for a free and independent
Azania (South Africa) is intensifying, and the
present decade likely to see it achieved. But as
the struggle escalates so does the problem of
identifying those forces who are the true in-
cumbents of African aspiration who should be
the custodians of power in a new and just Afri-
can society. Faced with a number of different
organisations such as the Pan Africanist Con-
gress, the African National Congress, the
Black Consciousness Movement, als well as the
Azanian People's Organisation (AZAPO) and
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ment to put an end to the one-sided support
that the Anti-Apartheid Movements gives to
ANC-CP. Many of the Anti-Apartheid Move-
ments in the West are controlled by the revisio-
nist Communist Parties, obviously promoting
Moscow's policies in the Southern Africa re-
gion. We are aware also that with the Soviet
Union, an imperialist superpower, threatening
the peace of the world it might increasingly be-
come an issue amongst progressives all over
the world whether organisations which are
their direct agents in promoting its designs of
world domination, can be supported as in the
case of the ANC of South Africa.

others, the Western observer may be excused
some confusion as to whom his/her allegiance
be directed.

It is to clarify these differences, both in hi-
storical perspective and in present strategies,
that this paper is written. If this brief summary
achieves that goal, ABOSA feels this*will be a
contribution to the just struggle of the African
majority in what is now South Africa.

The Seeds of Black
Struggle — Lembede and Mda
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Whereas in 1912 the South African Native
National Congress was set up ,,to seek redress
for black grievances and teach the African pe-
ople their rights and duties**(1), it was not until
the mid nineteen forties that the first defined
aims of Black African nationalism were articu-
lated.

Anton Lembede has been called the ‘father
of Africanism’ and it was he, a young Catholic
law clerk from a Zulu village, who became the
first lucid voice for African aspirations and
who’s teachings did so much to direct and sha-
pe the struggle within Azania.

To that time the ANC (African National
Congress) had emerged only slowly from its
origins as ‘‘an elitist social movement of limi-
ted membership’’ (2), to its near decline and
collapse at the hands of the All Africa Conven-
tion at Bloemfontein in 1935, Under Pixley Se-
me the ANC had become almost completely
moribund, and it was not until he was replaced
by Dr. Alfred Xuma in 1946 that Lembede
emerged on to the scene. Xuma was like Seme
of elitist and urban background, and both
lacked the ‘common touch.’. It was thus left to
Lembede and A.P. Mda to formulate and in-

- fuse the movement with a new analysis and

thrust.

Lembede was responsible for the establish-
ment of the newly formed ANC Youth League

- along with others like Mandela and Sisulu, but

unlike them Lembede came from poor labou-
ring parents, while Mandela was of Royal
blood of the Tembu and Sisulu, the son of a
headman in the Transkei.

The Youth League Manifesto of March
1946, largely written by Lembede and Mda,
begins: — ‘“Whereas Africanism must be pro-

- moted, i.e. Africans must struggle for deve-

lopment, progress and national liberation so as
to occupy their rightful place among the na-
tions of the world ... (and continues) ...
African youth must be united, consolidated,
trained and disciplined because from their
ranks future leaders will be recruited ... (3)
and in a paper by Lembede entitled *Some Ba-
sic Principles of African Nationalism', publi-
shed in February 1945 he writes:

““The functional structure of Bantu society

- 15 socialism. There was for instance no indivi-

dual ownership of land in ancient Bantu socie-
ty. There were no landlords, nor absentee
landlords . .. Our task is to develop this socia-
lism by the infusion of new and modern socia-
listic ideas ..."”

and again in May 1946, Lembede wrote in

‘Ikundla ya Bantu‘: —

““The history of modern times is the history
of nationalism. Nationalism has been tested in
peoples’ struggles and fires of battle and found
to be the only effective antidote against foreign
rule and imperialism ... A new spirit of Afn-
canism or African nationalism 18 pervading
and stirring African society ..."

It was in the same paper that Lembede spelt
out the idea of *‘two stage revolution’’ that he
saw as imperative for the liberation of South
Africa — first national liberation, then socia-
lism.

The achievement of national liberation will
herald a new era, the era of African socialism.
QOur first task is however not socialism but na-
tional liberation ... ""(4).

Lembede was concerned at the effects of
white oppression, especially at the psychologi-
cal inferiority that the system of white rule had
engendered. He preempted the whole thrust of
Black Consciousness (that was to emerge two
decades later) when he wrote: —

“‘Moral degeneration is assuming alarming
proportions and manifests itself in loss of self-
confidence ... inferiority complex ... and
idolization of the white man ..."" and he also
warned strongly against ‘white liberalism’ —
those white progressives, as he called them.
When he became the first President of the
Transvaal Youth League he turned down a re-

- quest from Ruth First, then secretary of the

all-white Progressive Youth Council and mem-
ber of the SACP, who sought affiliation with
the Youth League: — '

““Dear Madam, ... We fear there is a yaw-
ning gulf between your philosophic outlook
and ours. We are devoting our energies to the
greatest national struggle of all time . .. to gal-
vanize, organise and consolidate (our people)

. into one homogenous nation .. .(5).

‘Africa is a black man’s country, said Lem-
bede, and he spelled out the rationale of his
Pan Africanist vision very explicity, speaking
against the tribalism that Pretoria had engen-
dered, and stressing the necessity for unity and
nationhood for all Africans.

“Africans are natives of Africa, and they
have inhabited Africa from time immemorial.
Africa belongs to them. Africans are one . .."’

Lembede emphasised that Africans alone
could realise self reliance. ‘‘Foreigners of
whatever brand or hue can never properly and
correctly interpret this spirit.”

In this and other speeches Lembede spoke
5
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out against the incursion and influence of the
white-dominated South African Communist
Party which had been formed in the nineteen
twenties and which tried and achieved a high
degree of hegemony over the ANC. Lembede
was adamant in his opposition to ‘good whites’
as some members of the ANC referred to the
white liberals and CP members who wanted to
lead ,their black brothers to emancipation ...’

““We go it alone or we are not worth going it
at all”’, said one of Lembede’s contempora-
ries. :

Lembede died at the age of thirty three in
1947 ““worn out by illness and toil’” but he had
lit a flame that was taken up by supporters like
A.P.Mda, and later by Sobukwe and Steve Bi-

ko.

Mda held firmly to Lembede’s cardinal prin-
ciple of self reliance, psychological emancipa-
tion and faith in a Black ruled South Africa.
He led a small but significant faction within
the ANC, the majority of whom still tagged
along with a reformist, liberalistic line of faith
in the old principles of ‘‘trusteeship and white
liberalism’’. They believed that such would
grant them a better deal under the existing sy-
stem, and their leadership did not disillusion
them.

Mda saw success in laying a strong ideologi-
cal foundation which could serve as the basis
for a mass movement. He saw the Youth Lea-
gue as a means to this end, and was, like Lem-
bede, sensitive to the Africans’ psychological
plight, and the concept of two stage revolution
— to break white domination, then to democ-
ratise society to avoid the emergence of an
African elite. Both Lembede and Mda saw re-
volution as the only solution to African pro-
blems, and in this they differed widely from
the leaders of the ANC. But the real divisions
surfaced in the introduction of the Freedom
Charter in 1955.

The Charter

The Africanists saw .the drawing up of the
Charter as an attempt to destroy the nation-
building plans of Lembede and Mda. The
multi-racialist Charter was the offspring of the
SACP/ANC leadership who used it to abort
the 1949 Plan of Action put forward by the
Youth League to implement Lembede’s ideas.
The Charter was instead a plan to heed the
white-led CP’s plans for the retention of their
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leadership over the African nationalist move-
ment.

The Charter immediately drew tremendous
fire from the Africanists, who described it as
‘political bluff’ — ‘trying to woo all’, and
phrases like: — “*There shall be equal status in
the bodies of state, in the courts and the
schools for all national groups and races ...*"

were an anathema to the Africanists who
saw this as a perpetuation of the apartheid sy-
stem of racial distinction, and contrary to the
non-racial philosophy of the Africanists. They
wanted no reference to race, no divisions along
ethnic lines, only allegiance to one people —
one nation — South Africa.

,» 1 he Freedom Charter has avoided the cor-
rect nationalist definition of the African strug-
gle as being one of dispossessor versus dispos-
sessed ..."’

Sobukwe, later to become leader of the PAC,
was more vehement: —

““The Africans are asked, through their spi-
neless leaders, not to embarrass their *'friends
and allies’’ ... and to water down their de-
mands in order to accommodate all anti-
government forces in the country. We are as-
ked to grin and bear it so our ,friends can ple-
ad forus ..."”

The outcry of the Africanists against the
Charter was to provoke nasty counter actions
by the CP-ANC against them. The Africanists
were labelled ‘‘anti-white’’, *‘inverted racia-
lists’> and ‘“‘Black chauvinists’> by the
CP/ANC leadership who felt their power
being eroded if whites were excluded from the
echelons of command in the nationalist strug-
gle. African cries of **Africa for the Africans”’
and “*Ourselves Alone’’ were perceived by whi-
te liberals as threatening to the vested interest
and their position as ‘‘radical whites’ who
considered themselves as the *‘arbiters of poli-
tical maturity’’.

Contrasting Strategies

Whereas the ANC were appealing to the
class interests of the Indians who held an eco-
nomically higher strata than many Africans,
and to the educated suburban Africans and
better-off Coloureds, the Africanists were try-
ing to incorporate the most oppressed African
workers, and the poorer Indians, and Sobuk-
we states: — '

““The poor, downtrodden ‘stinking coolies’
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of Natal who alone can identify with the indj-
genous African majority in the struggle to
overthrow white supremacy, were being left
out ... (and not catered for in the ANC aims
and polines) ““We must be the embodiment of
these people’s aspirations™, he said.

Sobukwe reiterated Lembede’s ery for Pan
Africanism - the unity of all Africans in an
African mode of development, independence
from white hegemony, and the instilling of
African pride and African dignity, to lead to
the creation of African socialism. The PAC
was to be the vehicle for the realisation of these
goals.

The Africanists emphasis on a black nation
versus the settler race was considered a threat
to the CP/ANC who tried to avoid this by
upholding the multiracialism of the Charter.
Only by appeal to multiracialism could the
white part of the CP leadership be sustained in
the struggle.

Similarly the ANC has long claimed 2 'mar-
xist analysis’ in that the interests of the whne
working class was enveloped in the
struggle for ‘socialism’. The fact was, said (he
Africanists, that the white working class (pre-
dominantly in the tertiary sector) was by defi-
nition of being white, strictly aligned 1o the
apartheid system.

The influence of the SACP has always been
a strong determiner of ANC policies and direc-
tion. It remains 5o to this day as we shall sec la-
ter.

Black Consclousness

In the closing stages of the nineteen sixties
the challenge of Africanism versus multi-racia-
lism was again taken up by SASO (the South
African Students Organisation) which broke
away from the white-led NUSAS (National
Union of South African Students) and began
the moves which led to the formation of the
Black Consciousness Movement.

SASO was in direct opposition to the ANC:
~ ““SASO was distinct in two ways; it sought
to unite Coloureds, Africans and Indians with-
in its organisation, not simply to associate
their separate movements in a common front
as had the ANC; and in addition its leaders
made a calculated effort to instil a new Black
consciousness by deliberately and openly sepa-
rating themselves from the liberal whites who

had long supported Africans claims. In some *

ways thcy were echoing the Africanism of the
P, ).

Sl:ve Biko became the foremost name in the

Black Consciousness Movement, and he too
spoke out against white liberalism: —

s . that curious bunch of do-gooders that
goes under al] sorts of names — liberals, fef-
tists, etc, — these people are those who argue
that they are not responsible for white racism
— who claim to feel the oppression just as acu-
tely as blacks and therefore should be jointly
involved in the black man’s struggle - in short
they are black souls wrapped up in white skins.
These liberals arrogantly presume that the con-
try's problems require integration as a means
as well asan end . .. hence the multiracial poli-
tical organisations and parties.’’ (8)

Héwentonto say that integration was artifi-
cial because the whites concerned had been
drawn from segregated societies and had buit-
in complexes of superiority.

Arrogance amongst the SACP was a major
factor in Btack Consciousness catching on
among blacks of all backgrounds, who had
been wary of Communist Party interference in
the decision-making echelons of the ANC. The
attitudes of whites who proclaimed that ‘we
whites know the way, and you must follow us
and do our bidding’ caused strong resentment
among Blacks, as did the efforts of the ANC to
promote multi-racialism at the expense of na-
tionhood among Blacks.

The land issue has always been foremost for
Africanists and implicit in the Jand issue is the
idea of a black nation versus a white settler
group. :

Letsatsi Masala of AZAPO was fater to arti-
culate this: — “It is logical and inevitable that
the exploited Black Nation should seek redress
- as a nation, and all its acivities organised
along such lines.”

It was Biko who stated that the ‘greatest mi-
stake the Black world ever made was to assume
that whoever opposed apartheid was an ally”,

Thus stemmed from Lembede the ideas and
aims that were taken up by Mda, Sobukwe and
Biko and others. All had a common belief and
a common goal — all proclaimed the Africa-
nist causes — the overthrow of the white colo-
nial regime to be followed by the establishment
of an independent socialist nation. It was a
struggle that could only be achieved by the op-
pressed, the blacks themselves, not by whites,
not by integration, not by the current ANC
philosophy. Thus were-sown and germinated
the seeds of Black struggle, and from them the

divergences that remain today in Azania.
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Perceptions, Aims and
Obstacles in the Struggle

There have emerged then two contrasting
parties — on the one hand the ANC/SACP,
and on the other the Africanists. The latter
group now includes as well as the PAC, AZA-
PO and Black Consciousness, and newly for-
med organisations such as MWASA (Media
Workers Association of South Africa). The
peints of divergence between these two groups
are many, but as Andrew Lukele states, multi-
racialism must be reemphasised: —

“"The 1ssue that i1s posed is Black Unity ver-
sus multi-racialism; the ANC are conceived as
proponents of multi-racialism, little different
from out and out liberals. . ."" and implicit in
the multi-racialist approach was one of inte-
grationism — a clause in the Freedom Charter
calls for the nationalization of banks, mines
etc, but this was seen as taking place within the
framework of the predominantly white capita-
list system. Luthuli said at the Treason Trial:
- ,,It is not Congress (ANC) policy to do
away with the private ownership of the means
of production. ..*"

The ANC policies were formed in a very dif-
ferent milieu from those of the Africanists,
and qﬂnsequcntly reflect a vastly different per-
spective.

The South Africa of the fifties which produ-
ced the ANC leaders of today — Tambo, Man-
dela etc. was a place where as Lewis Nkosi puts
it ... it was possible to organise marches to
police stations ... possible to go to the same
universities as whjte students . . . there were ra-
cially mixed parties ...’ and he added, ‘“This
was the end of one kind of South Africa and
the beginning of another.**

In such a world an integrationist policy was
perhaps inevitable, and as Gail Gerhardt puts
it: — *‘the select world of writers, white uni-
versities, and multi-racial gatherings ... was
the milieu where the ANC’s policies took sha-
mll-

Democracy for the ANC meant representati-
ve government for all groups and races within
the state. Did not the charter say ‘equal rights
for all races etc?' Did not the Charter say ‘all
national groups shall be protected’? Did not
the Charter say that ‘all peoples shall have
equal rights to their own languages, customs’
etc? Nationhood seemed very far from this
idea of federation of diverse groups and races.

Democracy for the Africanists meant quite
simply rule for the majority. While the ANC
was influenced by the apartheid-separated In-

dian Congress and Coloured Congress, and
wished to draw them in under a banner of ‘sha-
red nationhood’, they, at the same time, level-
led accusations of ‘racial exclusiveness’ at the
PAC and Africanists.

The failure of the ANC to perceive the colo-
nial nature of the struggle has been expressed
by others: — "“The ANC denies the existence
of an oppressor nation and an oppressed na-
tion. The ANC therefore advocates the pursuit
of a policy of multi-racialism — which is both
historically and ideologically incorrect. The
land question is the heart of the national que-
stion in Azania,"’

said Henry Isaacs of the PAC. Africanists
see that the land is theirs by right, by fact of in-
digenous occupation and by majority status.
The mere fact that white settlers have lived the-
re for some 300 years does not give them a
right to ownership nor alienation of the land.

Aims and Obstacles

Just as perceptions of the struggle differ bet-
ween the ANC/CP and the Africanist groups,
so do the means to achieve the ends. Both have
very different aims in the use of armed strug-
gle, which both have had to adopt.

For the ANC armed struggle appears to be a
means of bringing pressure to bear upon the
white administration in order to extract con-
cessions from them. It is a means of influen-
cing white voters to accomodate black aspira-
tions, perhaps of attaining civil rights within a
prevailing system,

For the PAC and AZAPO it i1s a means of
attaining political power, overthrowing the
white regime, and seizing power for the peo-
ple. As an essential prerequisite for this, the
PAC sees politicization as a necessary tool for
mobilization. Thus on the one hand we see
‘random terror tactics’ employed, while on the
other we see the mobilization of workers edu-
cated in the concept of nationhood and unity,
being prepared for a major onslaught to seize
state power, as opposed to achieving reforms.

To achieve their ends the ANC/CP rely lar-
gely upon the help of the Soviet Union and So-
viet bloc nations. This alignment has grown up
over the years due to the liaison between the
SACP (a hard line Moscow party) and the
Congress. This external relationship results in
the ANC receiving large quantities of arms,
equipment and supplies from the Soviet bloc.
This alignment has created a high degree of de-
pendency for the ANC as well as support. It
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has also weakened the ANC’s claim to repre-
sent the people of Azania. |

Soviet/CP hegemony has meant that much
decision making within the ANC is undertaken
by white or black Moscow appointed person-
nel. A recent example of this is the case of Joe
Slovo, a white South African lawyer and long-
time leading light in the SACP. Early this year
Slovo was removed from his post as supreme
commander of the ANC military wing, in or-
der to make way for a black commander. This
was due to pressure from young cadres who ex-
pressed their dissatisfaction at the hegemony
of the CP in the leadership.

Africa Confidential (Fanuary 1981) stated
the concern. Slovo was ‘‘head of Umkonto
(military wing of the ANC) largely because of
what the ANC describes as a “structural arran-
gement with the SACP’; in effect a pooling of
technical and political resources, with the
small but efficient SACP maintaining its, pro-
minence (some call it predominance) because
of excellent access to money and arms from the
USSR with whom it remains strongly aligned

The PAC has been careful not to rely upon
any one major source of external support, but
they do receive support from many overseas
countries, including Scandinavian nations, Yu-
goslavia, the People’s Republic of China and
many support organisations in the West. They
also receive humanitarian aid from several
United Nations agencies.

One of the effects of ANC dependency and
alignment with the Soviets has been to play in-
to Pretoria’s propaganda hands. The Botha
administration has always identified the major
threat to white security as being that of the
‘communist menace’ — and due to the ANC's
Soviet connection this can easily be relayed to
the West when Pretoria needs help and suste-
nance from its external allies. Thus it has beco-
me white South African policy to label all acts
as ‘ANC inspired or implemented’, thus remo-
ving any feeling that the truly Africanist voice
is being heard in the struggle.

In fairness one must ask whether the remo-
val of Slovo is a sign of real change within the
ANC, but then the recent talks with Chief Gat-
sa Buthelezi’s ‘Inkhata’ movement, when the
leadership of the two groups met in London,
implies that the ANC has not strayed far from
its opportunist tactics, and its ‘incorporation
of all’ in its struggle.

The Soviet Union is known to have real eco-
nomic and political interests in Southern Afri-
ca as it has in the Horn of Africa. It is naive to
believe as some ANC supporters do, that the
Russians are altruistic in their support for the
ANC. After all the Soviets have worked hard
to proclaim only those groups which receive
their hegemony and ignore those who fight for
independence by independence. One must also
bear in mind the recent evidence of Soviet col-

lusion with Pretoria. (9)

The ANC leadership, now finding itself in-
creasingly divorced from many rank and file
cadres, is older, longer exiled and much more
elitist than that of the PAC etc, which has clo-
ser ‘grass-roots’ links. John Pokela, new lea-
der of the PAC has been actively coordinating
cells within South Africa this year, and the
PAC Central Committee is composed of youn-
ger, more recently exiled and more fired in the
struggle personnel than those in the ANC.
Whether younger ANC members can change
and reinvigorate their leadership seems doubt-
ful.

Conclusion

In the interests of the majority of the people
of Azania, ABOSA believes that only through
the fulfilment of the Africanist struggle can a
just solution be achieved in Azania.

Moves currently under way to unify further
the organisations that belong to the Africanist
cause, PAC, AZAPO, Black Consciousness
and other groups, give us hope that the will of
the significant majority will be represented in
the final stages, despite the machinations of
Pretoria and Moscow to avert this.
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Tale of Two Constellations

(From Economic and Political Weekly of In-
dia)

Front Line States Confront South Africa in
Mew Regional Association

While the struggles for political liberation in
Southern Africa and racist South Africa’s vio-
lent attempts to destabilise independent states
in the region get considerable coverage in news
and debates, equally important developments
on non-war fronts do not receive enough at-
tention. The efforts towards economic integra-
tion of Southern Africa is one such less-
noticed area.

At present, two parallel strategies with fun-
damentally opposite objectives are proposed
and pushed forward to encourage economic
integration of the region. The first 1s racist
South Africa’s regional integration approach,
called ““Constellation of Southern African Sta-
tes'’, directed towards ensuring permanent
economic dependence of its black neighbours
and thus acquiring additional capability to ma-
ke them ‘behave’. The second strategy directed
towards economic liberation of Southern Afri-
ca is proposed by nine independent states of
“the region (often described as ‘frontline
states’) opposed to South African policies and
its domination of the region. The nine coun-
tries are Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi,
Mozambique, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia
and Zimbabwe, often described as SADCC
(Sothern African Development Coordinatior
Conference) countries.

South African Strategy

In the case of South Africa, the constella-
tion move forms an integral part of the overall
strategy for survival of racial policies. In fact,
the constellation idea is the fourth attempt in
13 years by the National Party government to
make a breakthrough in its relations with black
Africa. The first was former Prime Minister
Voster's launching of the so-called ‘Outward
Movement' in February 1968. Next was his
‘secret diplomacy of dialogue’ in 1970 and
1971, mostly with French speaking African
states and Zambia. Then in 1974 came his ‘de-
tente’ offensive when he met certain African
leaders in a move to solve the Rhodesian crisis.
Named differently at different times, the stra-
tegy has in essence remained the same; to indu-
ce African countries through economic incen-
tives to enter into some degree of economic co-
operation with South Africa thus breaking
South African isolation and eventually redu-
cing liberation pressures.
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Botha's ‘constellation’ idea was first intro-
duced in a parliamentary speech on April 19,
1979, as a part of ‘new foreign policy course’,
aimed towards re-establishment of detente
with ‘moderate’ African leaders and signing of
a non-aggression pact between co-operating
block of Southern African states. Officially in-
spired euphoric reports predicted an establish-
ment of 4 ‘Commaonwealth-like club’ of Sout-
hern African states as a forerunner of an even-
tual confederation of independent states for-
ming part of a Pretoria orbit. Some theorists
of the Pretoria-based Africa institute went to
the extent of locating in the ‘new foreign policy
course’ germs of a potential non-aligned South
Africa playing an ‘influential’ role within the
North-South debate as an advanced developed
country within the South rather than as an ac-
tor in the stalemated East-West (cold war) ri-
valry.

If one ignores South Africa's apartheid sy-
stem, the constellation could make sense on an
economic ground. In fact, some ad hoc arran-
gements of this nature already exist in the form
of Southern African Customs Union (invol-
ving South Africa, Lesotho, Botswana and
Swaziland) and the Rand Currency Area (in-
volving all above, except Botswana, but inclu-
ding Namibia). There also exists some econo-
mic co-operation between South Africa, Zam-
bia and Mozambique due to sheer compulsions
of geography and commerce. A vital element
in the past and present moves towards Pretoria
constellations has been the ‘railway diploma-
cy’. It is one area in which states of the region
have become increasingly dependent on South
Africa in recent years. The South African Rail-
ways operating through Zimbabwe to Zambia
and as far north as Zaires’s mineral rich Shaba
province have carried almost 50 per cent of
Zambian and Shaba exports. The blowing up
of the vital Zambesi river bridge on Tazara
raillway line during the later phase of the Rho-
desian war pushed Zambian traffic away from
Dar Es Salaam port to South African ports.
Continuing South African attacks on Angola
and liberation wars in other areas have rende-
red non South-African ports almost inaccessi-
ble. The right use of ‘railway communication’
is a vital element of the ‘constellation’ strate-

BY.

During the spadework for the proposed
‘constellation’, Botha got full support and
blessings of big businesses, when he along with
his cabinet met in November 1979 around 350
businessmen including some black business-
men. Even the English speaking business sec-
tor which controls more than 80 per cent of the
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economy and who appear to oppose the Afri-

kaaner governmenti's policies saw a sign of
change and promised to co-operate with the
government. This in turn positively influenced
a number of Western countries. Hence onward
propagation of the ‘constellation idea’ became
a joint task of both the Pretoria government
and private business who also looked for wide
and secure pastures in black Africa once the
scheme took off.

However, by early 1980 it was clear that the
original grandiose idea of a constellation of
states reaching from Pretoria to Lusaka was a
dead duck. The election results in Zimbabwe
(a vital kingpin of the proposed scheme) in Fe-
bruary 1980 frustrated the hopes of Pretoria.
Zimbabwe, under a more agreeable leadership,
was expected to play a key role in the Pretoria
constellation. In fact, before the elections, Bis-
hop Muzorewa (South Africa’s choice for
Zimbabwe leadership) publicly hailed Botha’s
constellation idea.

Only a month after the elections in Zimbab-
we, the Lusaka Conference signed the declara-
tion of economic liberation of the region which
crushed all remaining hopes of Pretoria, What
shocked Botha was that even Lesotho, Swazi-
land (both virmal islands within South African
territory) and Botswana, so highly dependent
on South Africa, as well as Malawi (the only
country in the region having diplomatic rela-
tions with South Africa and known for its pro-
Western policies) joined the other Southern
African states. And when on July 22, 1980, the
Pretoria Constellation was finally launched, it
was little more than a damb squib — some
thing of a non-event.

SADCC Move

The alternative grouping of nine indepen-
dent states in Southern Africa may not have
the wealth and infrastructure of the dimen-
sions possessed by South Africa, but their
strongest asset is a commom desire to reduce
their dependence on that country and have clo-
se co-operation for mutual economic develop-
ment.

The dependernce of Southern African states
on South Africa is both a historical and geo-
graphical product of the region and strong ef-
forts may be needed to reduce it. Pretoria has
always treated the territories north of Limpo-
po as natural markets for its large and expan-
ding industries. The unilateral declaration of
‘independence’ in Rhodesia and the Portugue-
se decision to open its colonies to foreign in-

vestment in 1965 further helped Pretoria in
achieving its objective, By 1978 South African
exports to 25 African countries was $ 521 mil-
lion per vear. South African Capital’s control
over economies of independent states is illu-
strated by the following: a single company, the
Anglo-American De Beers Conglomerate, mi-
nes diamonds in Angola, Botswana and Lesot-
ho; copper in Zambia and Botswana; and coal
in Botswana and Swaziland, quite apart from
its enormous investments in Zimbabwe and
Mozambique and its increasing involvement in
Zambian agriculture and controlling interests
in Benguela Railways in Angola.

However, the Southern nine are not equally
dependent on South Africa, which at times di-
rectly or indirectly influence their individual
decisions regarding sacrifies for the group
(Mozambique, for instance, has refused to
stop South African exports through its ports).
Regarding dependence, at the one end of the
scale is Lesotho, entirely surrounded by South
African territory, which does 90 per cent of its
trade and meets all its energy requirements
from South Africa. It has a quarter of a mil-
lion workers employed in South Africa, about
ten times the number of workers having jobs at
home. On the other end is Tanzania, a frontli-
ne state for liberation struggles in Southern
Africa more by inclination than by geography,
which stopped migrant labour for South Afri-
ca in 1961 and nationalised firms with substan-
tial South African holdings. Botswana and
Swaziland are hardly better off than Lesotho.
The Customs Union and Rand Monetary Zone
mean that they buy most of their common
goods from South Africa. The latter supplies
80 per cent and 90 per cent of imports of Bots-
wana and Swaziland respectively, which inclu-
de all oil supplies. South Africa is a major ex-
port market for agricultural produce of these
countries. Mozambique’s colonial economy
was structured solely as a source of cheap la-
bour and communication routes to South Afri-
ca. Since independence it has not been able to
break these constraints. Though South Africa
has cancelled the ‘Mozambique convention’
which guaranteed a quota of mine workers in
exchange for payment in gold the colonial go-
vernment, nearly 30000 workers (compared to
the quota of 150000 in the past) are annually
recruited by South Africa. Mozambique’s de-
pendence on South African traffic through
Maputo (for additional foreign exchange) has
in fact increased. Angola, both because of its
mineral wealth and absence of traffic links
with it, is far less dependent on South Africa.
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Of course it relies heavily on South African ex-
pertise and investment in mining. Zambia too
has stopped export of labour for South Africa
after independence, but its dependence on
South Africa is substantial due to what 15 cal-
led the ‘communication trap’ faced by a land
locked country. In 1978 it reopened its sou-
thern rail links with South Africa and within
11 months its copper exports through South
African ports reached 544000 tons compared
to only 272000 tons through Dar Es Salaam
port, Tanzania. Unlike the other eight coun-
tries, Malawi under Banda is a fairly willing
dependent of South Africa. In 1967, Malawi
was the only African state to reach a trade
agreement with South Africa on the plea that
sanctions against Rhodesia snatched its major
trading partner. In 1979, South Africa accoun-
ted for more than 50 per cent of Malawi’s ex-
port earnings. Malawi resumed recruitment of
migrant labour for South Africa in 1977,
which has been stopped in 1974. Of the nine
states, Zimbabwe's links with South Africa are
most unclear. It is estimated that of the total
productive investment in Zimbabwe, two-
thirds is owned by foreign companies of which
nearly half is by South African companies.

Transport First

The situation is thus diverse as far as econo-
mic links between South Africa and rest of the
regional states are concerned. All the nine
(even Tanzania, indirectly) have common links
with South Africa in transport, which also ex-
plains heavy involvement in trade with it. The
transport problem assumes significant propor-
tions because six out of the nine countries are
also land locked. Further, of the limited out-
lets to sea, some of the direct routes are either
damaged or inaccessible due to continuing gue-
rilla wars for liberation in different parts of the
region. Hence, though humiliating, many of
the Southern Nine have to depend on South
African rolling stocks and technicians. The
consequent vulnerability of these states to
South African manipulation is illustrated by
South African Railway’s deliberate delay in
delivering fertiliser imports of Zambia during
1978. This accentuated the drought induced
shortfall in production. Subsequently Zambia
had to import 100000 tons of maize from
South Africa.

The Nine are aware of such vulnerability
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and hence the formation of South African
Transport and Commission got the highest
priority in their seven-point programme. The
other items on the programme are: regional
measures to control foot and mouth disease;
greater co-operation in industrial and energy
policies; a regional food and security plan;
pooling of national training facilities; a regio-
nal agricultural research centre mainly to deal
with drought prone areas; and regional deve-
lopment fund.

In November 1980, a major conference of
the Nine states in Maputo gave concrete sub-
stance and content to the Lusaka constellation
when the leaders of the nine countries met re-
presentatives from 30 governments and 18 in-
ternational agencies. Aid of $650 million was
pledged by different funding agencies to the ni-
ne SADCC countries having a population of
60 million people, an area of five million squa-
re kilometers, a gross domestic product of so-
me $ 20 billion, and substantial mineral and
economic potential. In keeping with the priori-
ties, a Transport Harbour and Communica-
tion Commission (TANDC) with headquarters
at Maputo was established. 97 projects invol-
ving harbours, railways, roads and telecom-
munications were presented for funding. Vital
ports and transport links have been identified
for immediate development work, to reduce
dependence on South African communication
facilities.

Though SADCC countries have started
work in right earnest, some critics maintain
that their plans fail far short of the require-
ments to reduce dependence on South Africa.
The critics point out that there is no proposal
for reducing migrant labour (which is crucial
for South Africa). They see no proposal to re-
duce the role of the white farmer sector, about
two-thirds of the total maize is grown on large
white-owned farmes in Zambia and in Zim-
babwe, even more than two-thirds, to cite two
examples. These white-owned farms could well
serve South African strategy to control food in
the Nine states.

The SADCC proposals may not be radical.
But one can still say that given the diversity of
political systems in the member countries and
their respective degree of dependence on South
Africa, a beginning, with the minimum possib-
le agreement has been made.



Zimbabwe — The First 18 Months

(By a Correspondent)

““We don’t want to let the commercial farms
turn into new Tribal Trust Lands’’, exclaimed
emphatically a Zimbabwean speaker at an in-
ternational conference on rural development
convened by the Zimbabwe Economic Society
in June 1981 in Harare (Salisbury). Nobody in
the lecture hall of the tiny academic ivory to-
wer where the conference took place could
have objected to that statement as nobody can
seriously consider the congested, poor serviced
and underdeveloped rural black reserves a mo-
del for resettlement and rural development.
Nevertheless a hot debate had ensued at the
conference. Some people currently use the slo-
gan to defend a policy of slow resettlement of
the commercial farmland which covers 40% of
the Zimbabwean territory, comprises most of
the fertile soil of the country and is still owned
by some 6000 white farmers and a few agrnibu-
siness trusts. They argue that the Zimbabwean
small-holders in the so-called former Tribal
Trust Lands (TTL) are backward to an extent
that if they would be allowed to freely take
back the land which the white Rhodesian sett-
lers had stolen from them the agriculture base
of the Zimbabwean economy as a whole would
collapse. Those at the ZES-conference who
challenged this position stress the point, that
the liberation war was fought by the people to
regain their land. They argue that the main
bottleneck of agriculture development of the
black farmers is the lack of means of produc-
tion, the lack of fertile land. Besides this they
assert that only a very small proportion of the
land in the commercial farms is effectively uti-
lized. If B0% and more of that land would be
resettled, the white farmers still would have
sufficient land to keep and even increase the
present level of agricultural productivity.

The Objective Conditions

Before judging the first 18 months of post-
independent policy of the Mugabe government
one has to analyze the objective situation that
conditions the present stage of development in
Zimbabwe.

After achieving independence through a
protracted national liberation war Zimbabwe
now faces neocolonialism as the fundamental
and long lasting contradiction. In Zimbabwe
the economic dependence, economic and so-
cial distortions are not shaped by a monocultu-
re as in many other Third World countries.

However, industry, mining, plantation agricul-
ture, banking and big commerce are fully con-
trolled by foreign, to a great extent South Afri-
can capital. The commercial farms which ma-
ke up 70% of the agricultural produce and mo-
re than 95% of its marketed value are mainly
owned by white Rhodesian farmers who are
closely tied with South Africa and imperialist
countries. Most of the key positions and skills
in production, management and administra-
tion are retained by the white minorities. The-
refore the social contradictions, the land que-
stion, the extreme dualism between the com-
mercial land and the TTL’s, between urban
and rural society, between labour and capital
are still determined and overlapped by neoco-
lonialist forces.

In his New Year speech to the nation on De-
cember 31, 1980, Prime Minister Robert Mu-
gabe clearly defined this situation as follows:
““Our present peace is the final stage of the na-
tional struggle for freedom and indepen-
dence... Our independence, itself a former
objective of our revolutionary armed struggle,
now transforms itself upon attainment into a
political instrument as it becomes the new poli-
tical means of achieving our ultimate socio-
economic goals. We employed armed struggle
to achieve our political independence. Now we
must employ that political independence to
achieve our economic freedom. I would sum-
marize the phases in the span of our immediate
national struggle as follows: 1. National armed
struggle; 2. National independence; 3. Natio-
nal economic independence; 4. National socia-
lism."

Besides the strategic aims of the next stage
of the Zimbabwean national revolution as de-
fined by Mugabe there are a number of parti-
cularily acute posi-independence problems.
Their solution are urgent intermediate tasks,
and necessary through not sufficient condi-
tions to achieve the strategic aims.

The state administration is still full of old
Rhodesian public servants, the Rhodesian ar-
my was defeated but not destroyed, the old co-
lonial and racist statutes still hang over and ac-
cording to the Lancaster House Agreement
can only be changed by irksome parliamentary
procedures, some even cannot be changed
within the first 7 or 10 years after independen-
ce.

13



AZANIA (SOUTH AFRICA) IS AN AFRICAN COUNTRY

The liberation war was the key instrument to
achieve national independence and it also hel-
ped to overcome feudalist structures in rural
society. But it also caused physical and social
destructions, the infrastructure, roads, com-
munication facilities, schools, hospitals, agri-
cultural services etc. were severely damaged.
More than a Million people, about 20% of the
whole population had become refugees and
were displaced from their homes.

There was and still is a serious problem of
external and internal security. The South Afri-
can regime has not swallowed its defeat in
Zimbabwe. As demonstrated in Mozambique
and Angola it now escalates military aggres-
sions and tries to instigate instability in the
frontline states. It is the main enemy of inde-
pendent Zimbabwe. And it is not alone. The
western powers continue to provide unrestric-
ted economic support to South Africa. Their
wavering diplomatic activities and the new
open support by the Reagan administration sti-
mulate South African aggression. On the other
side Soviet social imperialism takes political
and military advantage of this alignment of
forces and desperately tries to internationalize
the conflict. The internal security problem is
partly linked with the external forces. Shortly
after the election victory of the liberation mo-
vements there was the acute danger of a Rho-
desian army coup d’état. Many of the auxilia-
ries of Muzorewa have escaped to South Afri-
ca. There they are kept to infiltrate back into
Zimbabwe and to provoke disorder. But for
some time the contradictions between ZANU
and ZAPU and their military forces have even
sharpened more dangerously and still are far
from being solved. The decision of ZANU to
stand for the elections separately has shown it-
self to be wise. It put an end to the legend that
Joshua Nkomo and ZAPU were key to the
Zimbabwe national liberation struggle. But the
problem now is that Nkomo and his followers
find it difficult to accept their junior role. The
bloody disturbances in November 1980 and
again in February 1981 put the country on the
edge of a civil war.

The Policy of conselidation of peoples’ power
and reconciliation

The policy of the Mugabe government since in-
dependence reflects a very cautious setting of
priorities. Summarized as the policy of conso-
lidating peoples’ power the government has de-
cided to concentrate its efforts within the next
few years on the achievement of the following
tasks: the assumption and effective control of
the complicated state machinery, the mainte-
nance of peace and the removal of the war ra-
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vages as well as the alleviation of the plight of
the broad masses mainly in the rural countrysi-
de. In this context its offer to reconcile. with
the former enemies has to be seen. The Zim-
babwean leadership always stresses that the
policy of reconciliation does not mean the ac-
ceptance of the status quo. But it clearly shows
that for the time being the leadership has deci-
ded not to tackle the more fundamental
aspects of the neocolonial contradiction such
as the ownership of foreign capital in Zimbab-
we. Even with regards to the crucial land que-
stion it is pursuing a policy of slow changes.
There are good reasons for that setting: the
bad experiences of Mozambique and Angola
as well as of most other African countries and
the particular importance of the above mentio-
ned acute problems. The successes of the first
18 months since independence will prove the
soundness of this policy.

As against other examples Zimbabwe did
not have to launch emergency programmes to
save the basic productivity of its economy
which often have led other countries into new
and even deeper neocolonial dependence. On
the contrary Zimbabwe is experiencing an un-
precedented economic boom, more than 10%
growth of real gross domestic product in 1980.
The imperialist countries have not as in similar
cases overtly or covertly sabotaged the econo-
my and tried to drain it out but have treated
Zimbabwe favourably. The Zimbabwe Inter-
national Conference on Reconstruction and
Development held in March 1981 in Salisbury
was by international standards a significant
success. Almost 2 Billions US Dollars financial
assistance for the next 3 years were pledged at
the conference, more than half of it in the
form of grants and the rest as soft loans. Zim-
babwe was perhaps the first country which by
itself organized and led the conference, while
in similar cases the western ‘‘donor’'-syndicate
under the technical leadership of the World
Bank takes such conferences as an opportunity
to blackmail the recipient country.

During the time of UDI and the so-called in-
ternational sanctions the dominant foreign ca-
pital in Zimbabwe performed as if it were na-
tional capital. It accepted tough restrictions to
repatriate capital and profits and the introduc-
tion of price controls and other regimentations
of the economy. Zimbabwe has a highly deve-
loped internal market with industiry being the
main productive sector (25% of GDP). The
number of locally produced industrial pro-
ducts rose from 600 in 1965 to more than 6,000
in 1980. The average import component of
production costs is only 11%. It would be an
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illusion to hope that the foreign capital in Zim-
babwe will continue to behave as during the ti-
me of UDI. Already South Africa has decided
to terminate the preferential trade agreement
with Zimbabwe and has withdrawn its coal lo-
comotive engines and the aeroplanes which it
had leased to Zimbabwe. But despite this and
the resirictive regulations on foreign capital
which Zimbabwe has herited from the Smith
regime the overall movement of private capital
to Zimbabwe is positive.

On the basis of this economic stability and
relative prosperity the Mugabe government
can concentrate its efforts on emergency pro-
grammes to cure the war ravages and it could
carry out some social measures which have
substantially improved the lot of the poor,
such as the introduction of minimum wages
and the increase of the producer price for mai-
ze, the main staple food, by almost 50%,
which according to the latest news has contri-
buted to more than treble to the harvest this
year. The government also decided to introdu-
ce free primary education and free health servi-
ces for people with a monthly income of less
than 150 Zimbabwe Dollars.

Moreover it is able ta integrate most of the
former combattants into the National Army
and provide them with relatively high grants if
they wish to be demobilized. This has very
much improved the internal stability. In June
the latest two assembly points handed over
their arms, which in the case of the ZIPRA-
camp included substantial amounts of heavy
arms.

In the field of education the achievements
are most striking. Despite the fact that many
schools in the TTL's were destroyed or dama-
ged and looted during the war, the Ministry of
Education and Culture embarked on a massive
expansion in the enrollment of school pupils.
From 1979 until this year the total enrollment
in primary education doubled. Almost every
school-going child attends. The enrollment in
the first year of secondary school more than
quadrupled in the same period. More than
90% of the 7th Grade primary school leavers
this year were enrolled in secondary schools.
Last, but not least, the government also has
achieved considerable progress in the nationa-
lization of the public service. Most of the key
ministerial positions are now held by black
Zimbabweans.

If measured by the attitudes of the white mi-
nority the policy of reconciliation was not a
success. The great majority of the whites are
not willing to treat the black people equally

and give up their privileges. But a significant
proportion of them politically broke away
from Smith and its Rhodesian Front, rebapti-
zed into Republican Front, and obviously for
opportunist reasons founded a new white par-
ty, the Democratic Party. There are even seve-
ral whites who have recently joined ZANU-
PF but again mainly to secure their positions
and profits. There is also a strong tendency
among whites not to be involved in politics.
This contributes to stabilization of security.
Most important is the fact that there was and
still is no exodus of white experienced profes-
sionals. The present rate of emigrants is still’
within manageable proportions.

- With regards to foreign policy the Mugabe
government stands for strict non-alignment
keeping distance from both superpowers. On
his trip to Asia, Mugabe also visited Pakistan.
There he took the opportunity to openly de-
nounce the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.

The inherited strong economic dependence
on South Africa limits for the time being the
possibility to materially support the Azanian
liberation struggle. But when the projects to
improve the communication system between
the SADCC countries will have materialized
and the export outlets and transport facilities
for imports through Mozambique will be suffi-
cient to replace the South African transport
links, the Zimbabwe government will be able
to render more support.

Problems and Perspectives

Only in the dark there is no shadow. Visitors
who come to Zimbabwe and expect the daily li-
fe to reflect the recent revolutionary war are
easily disappointed. The policy of reconcilia-
tion restricts the development of revolutionary
enthusiasm of the masses. In the cities and lu-
xury suburbs one comes across much easy life.
Social unconcern is widespread and obviously
the national bourgeoisie is fast gaining ground.
The beforementioned debate on different posi-
tions with regards to the resettlement policy
shows that not only white technocrats and ca-
pitalists are reactionary. Of course they find
strong support from abroad. At the ZIM-
CORD conference for instance the representa-
tive of the World Bank, Mr. Kraske, already
criticized the present slow settlement schemes
as too "‘ambitious’, In its memorandum the
World Bank strongly recommends the introd-
cution of free-hold title deeds in the TTL’s and
in the settlement projects as a means to ‘‘deve-
lop agricultural production’’. Britain is the
main donor for the purchase of settlement
farms. The conditions it attaches to its loans
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heavily contribute to the slow progress of the
settlement programme and support a bias in
favour of individual farming.

But this does not prove that the vigilance of
the majority of the people and the leaders are
lost. There are clear indications such as the ti-
mespan of the 3 years transitional development
plan that the government will not wait until the
special privileges of the white minority provi-
ded for in the Lancaster House Agreement will
expire to find out that the policy of reconcilia-
tion is not identical with the strategic concept
of the new democratic revolution. In its Eco-
nomic Policy Statement, **Growth with Equi-
ty,”” published in February 1981, the govern-
ment reiterates: ‘‘The land 1s a common herita-
ge and no one should enjoy absolute owners-
hip of it. Government will therefore entrust
certain rights in the use of land to private indi-
viduals or groups of individuals for as long as
such trusteeship best serves the national inter-
est. Indeed, landowners share their property
with the State, which is the sovereign custodian

of the nation’s natural assets and the State can
restrict the uses and practices that are carried
out on that land which are contrary to the na-
tional interest.”” (p. 4)

As in other cases the national liberation mo-
vements, ZANU and ZAPU, also face the ma-
jor problem of becoming governments. The
admittance of white and other opportunists in-
to the ranks of the party opened a tendency to-
wards reconciliation. This of course will make
it more and more difficult to keep to the strate-
gic revolutionary line. ZANU still hasn’t got
an ideological school to train and orientate its
cadres. The political school that existed during
the time of ZIPA unity efforts was closed
down after two years.

The main reason for the decrease in party
activities is to be seen in the unity efforts. Mu-
gabe now wants to come to terms with ZAPU.
He announced the plan to put the question of a
united party as a referendum to the people.
Until then efforts to revitalize the party might
be postponed.

‘Imperialism and the Struggle for New Democracy

Under Proletarian Leadership

" By D. Wadada Nabudere

(This paper was prepared for presentation at
the Forth Bi-Annual Conference of The Afri-
can Association of Political Science held at
~ Harare, Zimbabwe, between 23-27th May,

1981, as a contribution towards the clarifica-
tion of ideas on the liberation process.)

We agree with much of the arguments herein,
except to point out that there is no road for-
ward for scientific socialism, or rather
Marxism-Leninism without the building of an
independent and separaie Marxisi-Leninist
Party rooted in the masses of the peasants and

The concept “‘liberation’’ in the modern era
refers to the struggles of peoples and countries
for national emancipation. These struggles are
against an international system known as im-
perialism.

Analysed further in more concrete way, we
come to the realisation that the peoples and
countries of Africa have for the last forty years
(since the midforties) been waging struggles
against foreign exploitation and domination
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workers and leading the national revolution
against local reactionaries and imperialism. All
talk of the socialist road separate from the
building of a separate Marxist-Leninist Party is
a pipe-dream. In the light of the post-
liberation euphoria this is one lesson that Afri-
can revolutionaries must now firmly grasp. We
can quote Marx and Lenin endlessly but they
will come to no avail until we start the serious
and urgent business of building Marxist-
Leninist Parties, and persist in it through all
the problems, difficulties, obstacles, defeats
and betrayals that one meets on the way. That
is what proletarian struggle means in anycase.

perpetrated against them by imperialism. Firsr
against colonialism as a phase of imperialist
exploitation and domination whereby the me-
tropolitan power exercised direct political con-
trol of the colony through a colonial state; and
secondly, since the sixties, against neo-
colonialism as a second phase of continued ex-
ploitation and domination of the people of the
““Third World"’. This it does through the ob-
jectified power of metropolitan finance capital
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which exercises sway over the neo-colomial eco-
nomy and an indirect political domination
over the neo-colony through the agency of the
neo-colonial state presided over by a local
agent class.

In the prosecution of these struggles in both
phases — against colonialism and neo-
colonialism — the revolutionary petty bourge-
oisie have played a leading role in articulating
the ideas for the advancement of these strug-
gles. Unlike the peasant and proletarian and
semi-proletarian masses that constitute the
bulk of the forces of liberation the revolutio-
nary pettv bourgeoisie wiio at the same time
were the intellectual force in the liberation pro-
cess, were able to develop a general awareness
of the exploitative and dominative implica-
tions of imperialism over their countries. In-
deed they too were victims of the same exploi-
tative and oppressive rule of imperialism.
Their capability to develop a general awareness
of the exploitation and the capability to articu-
late it and express this general awareness pla-
ced them in a leading position. They fulfilled
this role and continue to do so by bringing and
collecting together grievances of the various
social classes and strata exploited and oppres-
sed by imperialism. These grievances constitu-
ted the economic and social case of these social
classes and groups against the exploiters, In so
doing the revolutionary petty bourgeoisie play-
ed the role of the advocate compelling a clients
case in which in this regard the advocate had
an interest in the brief. This was the same pro-
cess that brought together and united the va-
rious social and political forces into a United
National movement against foreign domina-
tion.

In this paper we seek to bring out the crucial
importance of the necessity of articulating a re-
volutionary theory tailored to meet the specific
need of our national struggles. This ‘weapon
of theory’ as Cabral called it, not only helps to
create a mass revolutionary conciousness
which is a prerequisite to any genuine national
liberation but also contributes to the building
of a true national culture which must be pan
of the tasks that must confront us after libera-
tion. As Lenin said:

“Without a revolutionary theory there can
be no revolution”.

In trying to bring out the importance of a re-
volutionary theory we will try to illustrate with
concrete examples the limits of petty bourgeois
opportunism.

The paper will start with the articulation of

the basis for a correct theory of the liberation
struggle in the two phases and how concretely
the application or lack of application of such a
theory led to different results. In this exercise
we will use the case of Guinea-Bissau and neo-
colonial examples Uganda and Kenya as case
studies.

Imperialism, the National and Colonial Que-
stions

As we have pointed out above, any meaningful
liberation struggle must be based on a theory
that reflects reality in the concrete situation
where the struggle is taking place. We have
seen that the countries of Africa that have
been and countries that will engage in the
struggle for liberation came under the domi-
nant sway of an international system of exploi-
tation and domination called imperialism. This
system is based on the operations of the laws
of capitalist exploitation in general and of mo-
nopoly capitalism in particular. The laws are
the same except that under the laws of capita-
lism under monopoly the additional element of
the exploitation and domination of colonial
peoples based on exports of finance capital
and reaction at home comes into play. In the
colony where metropolitan finance capital is
exported, the monopolist bourgeoisies who
thrive on “‘clipping coupons’’ upon the fat su-
perprofits derived form the exploitation based
on these exports of finance capital, take ad-
vantage of the backward conditions in the co-
lonies to extract a higher rate of surplus-value
which enables them to engage a whole line of
hangers on — bureaucratic working class op-
portunists and middlemen — to assert their po-
litical rule over the colonies. This enables the
monopoly metropolitan bourgeoisie, which
Lenin calls the financial oligarchy to maintain
an international oppressive rule against peo-
ples and countries.

The introduction of capitalist relations of
production begins to subject the colonial peo-
ples to a new type of exploitation where none
existed before or in the place of one which was
based on pre-capitalist forms of production.
The capitalist enterprises begin with the buil-
ding of a port and a railway and communica-
tion system. Along the coast or along the rail-
way and roadsides, plantations or big and me-
dium sized farms owned by metropolitan sett-
lers begin to emerge. The colonial state is in the
meantime taking shape and the colomal state
begins to bring forth policies tailored towards
the production of food and raw materials, ex-
port to the metropole. The plantations, big
and medium sized farms emerge as part of the
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ports, railways, roads, and a system of com-
munications constitute the first exports of
capital-laying the necessary overheads which
establish the necessary rechnical and social pre-
conditions of capitalist investment in general.
The emergence of the colonial state also pres-
sures on the need for colonial production for
the purpose of raising state revenue in taxes to
finance the colonial state. A series of taxes are
therefore combined not merely to produce re-
venue but so as to act as an indirect coercion in
drawing the masses of the peasantry into capi-
talist production based on a small peasant hol-
ding and for them to enlist as plantation and
farm workers. A few who manage to get a ru-
dimentary primary and secondary education
enlist in the colonial state as civil servants while
others find their way in the colonial commer-
cial and services sectors including banks, the
depositories of finance capital.

A new class formation begins to take place
within the intestices of the colonial economy
dominated by metropolitan finance capital. In
the course of time a new peasantry emerges, it-
self stratified between the poor, the middle and
the rich peasantry (where it is possible) side by
side with a semi-proletarian rural mass and a
tiny industrial working class. An urban petty
bourgeoisie emerges at the sametime and very
very marginally, the needs of an enfeebled ‘na-
tional’ bourgeoisie which increasingly gets
thwarted in its effort to establish itself by the
monopolistic activities of the metropolitan
bourgeoisie begin to sprout. A completely new
class structure — creating new social-economic
and political forces impresses itself on the sce-
ne. :

In the process of the further consolidation
of this colonial economy, political contradic-
tions based on the struggles of each of these so-
cial classes and strata begin to spell themselves
out. The pressure by the colonial state on the
peasantry to produce for the market and to
pay their taxes — hut taxes, poll tax, rate tax,
native tax, sovereignty tax, etc. etc. antagonise
the peasantry and the rural poor. The rural
middle strata increasingly feel the pinch of ex-
ploitation and oppression arising out of their
agricultural production. The port, plantation,
farm, commercial, industrial and state workers
and urban petty bourgeoisie begin to pressure
for higher salaries/wages and better conditions
of work. The ‘national’ bourgeoisie begin to
press for credit facilities to engage in produc-
tion but which are denied to them.

Rise of the National Movement
18

In the course of these individual interests ari-
sing a national consciousness manifesting itself
as a demand for freedom and social advance-
ment emerges. These articulated demands put
forward by the revolutionary petty bourgeoisie
as a collective demand based on a collective
consciousness constitute the national move-

ment.

In correctly comprehending how imperialist
exploitation and oppression brings about this
result, we also understand the national and co-
lonial question and how it can be resolved. Ac-
cording to Hilferding in his work on finance
capital:

“In the newly opened-up countries, the ca-
pital- imported into these countries intensifies
antagonisms and excites against intruders the
constantly, growing resistance of peoples who
are awankening, to national consciousness.
This resistance can easily develop into dange-
rous measures against foreign capital. ... ca-
pitalism itself provides the subjugated with the
means and resources to their emancipation and
they set out to achieve the goal which once see-
med highest to the European nations; the crea-
tion of a united national state as a means to
economic and cultural freedom. This move-
ment for national independence threatens Eu-
ropean capital in its valuable and most promi-
sing fields of exploitation, and European capi-
tal can maintain its domination only by conti-
nually increasing its military forces’’.

There arises and grows a resistance on the
part of the people against the foreign intruders
and that this is the result of an awakening of
these peoples to national consciousness. We
further learn that imperialism in this way pro-
vides the colonial peoples the means and re-
sources for their emancipation with which they
set out to achieve a united national state as a
means of their economic and cultural freedom.

The urge which is created to set up a natio-
nal state is generated by the interests of the
new social (class) forces arising out of capita-
list relations that are introduced in the colony.
The weak ‘national bourgeoisie and petty
bourgeoisie see an independent national state
cut off from the imperialist state as the only
means they can enlarge their capital and esta-
blish their own sway over the territories econo-
my. The mass of the working people see the se-
curing of freedom for the colony as a means of
eliminating their exploitation by foreign capi-
tal. Thus while the ‘national’ bourgeoisie and
petty bourgeoisie seek to eliminate foreign do-
mination. In order to establish their own sway
over the nation’s resources, the mass of the ex-
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ploited people and peasantry seek, through the
establishment of an independent national sta-
te, the elimmnation of borh foreign domination
and exploitation.

The claim for freedom, for equality and for
nationhood are universal claims of the bourge-
oisie. These claims formed the basis of their
own struggles against the absolute rule of feu-
dality. This is what led Stalin among the ear-
liest Marxist theorists on the national question
to state.

“*A nation is not merely a historical category
but a historical category belonging to a definite
epoch, the epoch of rising capitalism. The pro-
cess of elimination of feudalism and develop-
ment of capitalism is at the same time a process
of the constitution of people into nations.”’

The existence and consolidation of nations
also creates the ideological premise of equality
of nations and the right of self-determination
is contained in the bourgeois right of European
nationhood.

But as we have seen in the epoch of imperia-
lism, the prominent features of early youthful
capitalism turn into their opposites and the do-
minant drive for capitalism in its old age of
monopoly is to seek out outlets for export of
capital and markets a fact that implies the cap-
turing of foreign lands and peoples for exploi-
tation. Thus within imperialism is implied the
tendency to negate nationhood, under capita-
lism.

It 1s for this reason that the struggle for na-
tionhood in the colony — unlike Europe — is
at the sametime a struggle against imperialism
and hence monopoly capitalism. In Europe as
we have seen the struggle for nationhood was a
struggle against feudalism and for capitalism.
Thus as the new developments introduced by
export of capital in the colony consolidate, the
awakening of the colonial peoples for identifi-
cation as a national entity also consolidates.
This finally leads to the armed confrontation
between the oppressive forces of imperialism
and the forces of liberation. This confronta-
tion increasingly pushes the forces of libera-
tion into the camp of socialism, the liberated
zone of the proletanat, which finally becomes
the true ally of the oppressed and colonised.

Imperialist Destruction in the Colonies

The fact that imperialist penetration leads to
the destruction of the productive forces of the
colonial peoples in order to implant its own
domination with new oppressive forces of pro-
duction is important to emphasize here. When

Marx points the impact of British imperialism
in India he had this point in mind: z

““There cannot, however, remain any doubt
that the misery inflicted by the British on Hin-
dustan is of an essentially different and infini-
tely more intensive kind than all Hindustan
had to suffer before. ... England has broken
down the entire framework of Indian society,
without any symptoms of reconstitution yet
appearing. This loss of his old world, with no
gain of a new one, imparts a particular kind of
melancholy to the present misery of the Hindu,
and separates Hindustan, ruled by Britain,
from all its ancient traditions, and from the
whole of its past history.”

Although Marx later entertained the possibi-
lity of new productive powers being introduced
by British Capital in India, he nevertheless af-
firmed that such new powers of production
would not be of any use to the Hindus unless
they asserted their freedom and independence
from Britain ar until the British proletariat as-
sumed power in England itself.

The destruction of India’s productive power
was accomplished in Africa three times over
for the d=structive impact of imperialism in
Africa started with the physical uprooting of
the actual labour powers in form of slavery
form Africa to the New World of capital. The
devastation that this entailed led to large scale
famines anJd destruction of the implements of
production, the elimination of the cultural life
of the people and the general destabilisation of
the form of life then existing. Marx himself
had observed in his Cepitaf that primitive accu-
mulation that arose on the basis of the ent-
ombment of the aboriginal peoples in the peru-
vian mines was the same motive force behind
the trading in ‘‘black skins’’ that made the Ca-
pital that arose on the basis of it “‘dripping
from head to toe, from every pore, with blood
and dirt”’.

It is recorded that when the Scottish missio-
nary, David Livingstone arrived in the vicinity
of Lake Nyasa he had noted that local districts
and villages which in 1899, had been flouri-
shing agricultural communities had some two
years later, been depopulated. ““Not a single
human (being) for distances of as much as a
hundred miles’’, could be found. As we all
know this exploitation through human ensla-
vement was replaced by on the spot colonial
exploitation that led to a new form of oppres-
sion and domination.

Thus it follows that the striving for libera-
tion and nationhood against imperialism beca-
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me the only way in which the people struggling
against this vast exploitation founded on the
destruction of the forces of production of the
native people and their freedom and identity
could be achieved. The liberation process me-
ant the recapturing of the freedom of the pro-
cess of the development of the productive for-
ces at the given level of historical development.
It meant according to Mao Tsetung, the buil-
ding of a ‘‘new democracy’’ that ultimately le-
ads to socialism. The liberation process there-
fore aims first in smasing the fetters and road-
blocks that imperialism puts into the path of a
truly national development. In this way natio-
nal liberation must lead (otherwise dies off) to
the unleashing of the full potential of the entire
people to develop the national economy and
advance along the road of a new culture that
advances the positive aspects of the old, ad-
ding to it the most progressive aspects of the
new into ‘‘a national, scientific and mass cul-
ture’’ — The culture of the new democratic or-
der against imperialism.

It is in this way that we can determine and
judge, in a scientific way, the success or failure
of the national democratic revolution. The
success of failure will depend on the kind of
weapon of theory that the leadership of the li-
beration movement adopts and how it puts this
weapon into practice. This inturn reflects the le-
vel of class struggle. Here we would like to de-
monstrate this by dealing with the national li-
beration process in the phase of colonialism
and in the phase of neo-colonialism. We use,
as case studies, the impact of an advanced im-
perialist power on a colony and the resultant
struggles and that of a backward imperialist
power on its colonies and show how the libera-
tion process proceeded in each.

British Imperialism and the Liberation Process
| in Uganda and Kenya

Britain was the last imperialist power in the
mercantalist imperialist period following
Spain, Portugal, Holland, France. According
to Marx these “‘different moments’’ of primiti-
ve accumulation of these imperialist powers
were ‘‘systematically combined together’ in
seventeenth century England resulting in a sy-
stem based on ‘‘colonies, the national debt,
the modern tax system and the system of pro-
tection’’. These methods and systems of ex-
ploitation, according to Marx, depended in
part ‘‘on brute force’’ (in the colonies) and
partly ‘“on the power of the state™ to hasten as
in a hothouse’, the process of transformation
of the feudal mode into a capitalist mode, and
thereby shorten the transition.
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This historical accumulation of mercantalis!
experience and structures put Britain ahead of
the other imperialist powers turning it into the
first **“Workshop of the World”’, under mo-
dern capitalism. This expéerience and develop-
ment also put it ahead of time in acquiring new
colonies in the new phase of capitalism bet-
ween 1880 - 1914. It is important also for ano-
ther reason. Britain which gained from this ex-
perience of the other powers, with #ts econo-
mic strength, began to subjugate one of those
powers (Portugal) to a status of an informal
colony, thus retarding the development not
only of Portugal but in an indirect way impo-
sed a relatively backward imperialism on its co-
lonies. We will see this when we examine
Guinea-Bissau.

Ugands

From our pari the entry into Uganda by British
imperialism signalled a new era in that region.
The impact of imperialism in Uganda was im-
mediately felt in the rivalries imperialism had
introduced previously and which now reflected
themselves as religious conflicts. In fact it was
a conflict between different imperialists po-
wers — the British, German, French and Bel-
gian. These rivalries split up local ruling classes
and alliances enabling Britain to back up a
fraction of local compradors called ‘‘the Eng-
lish"’ (Ba Ingleza). This clique was then depic-
ted as having “‘won’’ the conflict in Uganda.
The British imperialists then used this fraction
to invade — along side its mercenary army —
the other parts of the area, eventually bringing
them under its control. Many stratified and
nonstratified societies were brought under its
control in this way. Having accomplished this
task it established and declared **Uganda’ to
be a ‘*protectorate’” using the local comprado-
res as “‘direct rulers” while it maintained (at le-
ast ideologically) a low profile of an “indirect
ruler’’. In fact nothing was further from the
truth. The colonial system was set up to esta-
blish a direct exploitative and oppressive rule
over the whole country. It hid its real power by
a seies of ‘*Agreements’’ in which it divided up
the land giving portions to the local agents.
These agents were then held out to be the local
power.

The colonial state that was set-up now began
to create the conditions for establishing a colo-
nial enclavic economy to serve British bulging
factories now facing a profitablility crisis glo-
bally. However to achieve this objective the
first capital exports were directed at building
the Uganda Railway.
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With the railway built it was possible now to
grow crops for export to British industries.
Cotton, coffeee and rubber in that order were
introduced.

The significance of this development was the
introduction of new class forces in the political
economy. Having disunited the old ruling clas-
ses and imposed its rule, British imperialism
now began to create a new economy and build
a new society ‘‘in its own image". In the cour-
se of time in place were the colonial economy
took deeper root on the basis of old vertical
- stratified order, the landord class, large capita-
list tarmers (2%}, rich peasants (10%s), middle
peasants (15%), poor peasants (70%) and ru-
ral, landless (3%) appeared.

Thus in the development of the colonial eco-
nomy new classes-bourgeois, petty bourgeois,
landlords, capitalist farmers, peasants, (rich,
middle, and poor) rural semi-proletariat, ur-
ban proletarial all appeared. By the 1950’s cof-
fee, cotton hides and skins and food crops had
expanded trememdously. Uganda was the big-
gest Coffee exporter in the British empire and
its cotton exports ranked only second. On the
‘basis of this economy, the colonial state amas-
sed a huge ‘‘reserved Fund™ which was inten-
ded to be repaid to the peasantry, but which
was largely capitalised for further expansion of
the colonial economy. Some of these funds
were ultimately used to set up a credit bank in
1950 to provide credit to the capitalist farmer,
rich peasants, traders and petty bourgeois pro-
fessionals to establish themselves economical-

ly.

The struggles that ensued from 1938 to the
1960s was the expression of the yearning of
these new class forces for freedom in their
land. By 1920s the rich peasants had began to
agitate for cooperative marketing. In 1933 a
merchants association was formed pressing for
room in the colonial commercial sector linking
their claims to those of the peasants for *‘free’’
marketing of their crops (since many of the
traders were also rich peasants). By 1938 Wor-
kers formed their first illegal trade union. —
The Uganda Motor Drivers Association — to
press their demands and the same year the pea-
sants in a village called Butambala formed the
first political organisation — Bana ba Kirtu
(Sons of Kitu) — to articulate their grievances.
The leadership of both the workers and pea-
sants converged in some respects by the linka-
ges established by the revolutionary petty
bourgeois intellectual leadership which led
both.

Tactics of the Colonialists

In assessing the levels of organisation and
consciousness at this time, it is important to
bear in mind the colonial tactics in dealing with
the national revolt. The British colonialists in
devising the colonial system in Uganda put
emphasis in ideological terms on the interme-
diancy of the retained native administration
structures. This had two advantages. First it
enabled the compradorial chiefs and *‘kings”’
to speak on behalf of the colonialists and to
defend decisions of the colonialists. Secondly,
it enabled the colonialists to claim that in ta-
king steps to crush these activities to restore
“law and order’’, they were assisting the ‘‘Ka-
baka’s or Mukama’'s Governments’' in ensu-
ring ‘‘good government’’. Thus for the colo-
nialists, these native intermediary colonial
structures were the buffer zone — a kind of de-
militarised zone — between the anti-colonial
combatants and the colonial oppressors, and
this had great impact on these struggles and the
path they ultimately took.

To maintain a native administrative structu-
re a certain level of education had to be impar-
ted to sons of chiefs and other ‘‘favoured”
groups in the colony. The church of England,
through a local branch called the Native Angli-
can Church (meaning a native English
Church!) set up schools to administer this side
of the matter assisted by the Catholic Church
and Muslim Mosques and schools. The chur-
ches groomed the future chiefs and leaders and
kept very close to them as advisers. Even the
leaders of the anti-colonial struggles were
themselves the product of these proceedings.

Because of the intermediaries the British
were able to cushion themselves off from the
political struggle in the mid-period. In the 1920
when the British land policy in Uganda came
into serious trouble with the peasantry who de-
manded the return of their lands, the British
played the role of the arbitrators between the
peasants and the comprador landlords whom
the colonialists were using.

By the 1950s the Brittish colonialists realised
that their colonial enterprise in Uganda and
the neighbouring territories would collapse un-
less quick remedial measures were taken. A
very astute colonial Governor was sent by the
British Labour Party (then in power) to imme-
diately address the problem. He called for a
“‘realistic re-arrangement for the future with
these new forces of nationalism because natio-
nalists”’:

“‘provide some of the dynamic force in so-
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cieties which in Africa are often static or inert
(sic!) and that, in their social, educational and
economic ideas and as unifying forces, the
aims of the nationalists are ofien largely the
same as our own, the main differences being
the pace of advancement they wish to see.”’

As a result of this new approach the British
imperialists tried their best to take on to their
side this petty bourgeois intellectual group,
give some confidence to them in channelling
their complaints in a “‘constructive’’ way to
the colonialists for reform. The peasantry,
particularly the poor and the workers, who
were prepared to take issue with the colonia-
lists violently were side-stepped by isolating
them from the revolutionary petty bourgeoisie
who represented their interests.

Petty Bourgeois Intellectuals

Having separated the masses and directed
them into “‘constructive’’ economic channels,
the colonialists turned to the petty bourgeois
intellectuals and allowed them to form *‘re-
sponsible’” political parties in which they were
to represent ‘‘the people’’ in general, at a poli-
tical level. The economic grievances were to be
directed through the peasants’ cooperatives
and workers' unions, while the petty bourgeois
intellectual politicians were to specialise in po-
litics and represent all the classes generally.

The first political party formed and led by
the leading veteran organiser, I.K. Muzazi,
was one of such parties. Called the Uganda
National Congress, it put forward its manife-
sto and Freedom Charter in 1952 in which it
called for **Self Government Now'', The Free-
dom Charter however called for a *‘responsi-
ble’’ approach to independence. It stated:

““This independence cannot be achieved ei-
ther by words or violence, but must be achie-
ved by deeds and negotiations on parliamenta-
ry basis."

What is clear from these manifestos was that
the colonialists had won over the intellectual
petty bourgeoisie to rule out one method of the
anti-colonial struggle which the people had
adopted — the violent method, which the lea-
dership up to this point had used alongside the
peaceful one of petitions.

The opportunism that the colonialists en-
couraged and the splittist politics that this was
intended to give rise to can be illustrated by the
intervention in the 1953-55 period of the nar-
row politics of the petty bourgeoisie in the na-
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tional movement. In this period the petty
bourgeois having been detached from the poli-
cy of the masses, began to wrangle among
themselves each claiming to represent “‘the pe-
ople’’. But since each of the parties — on the
basis of their opportunistic programmes could
not represent a// the people, it became necessa-
ry to play on the historical and economic con-
tradictions among the population in order to
appear to win their support.

The high water mark of this petty bourgeois
opportunist wrangling very much encouraged
by the imperialists was the demand by the Ka-
baka Yekka faction of the petty bourgeoisie
for a separation of Buganda as a national enti-
ty from the rest of the country, reviving the
ethnic/nationality idea of old Buganda.

Kenya

The tactics of colonisation in Kenya by the Bri-
tish imperialists took a different approach.
Here the imperialists found no class societies
and ruling cliques to collaborate with apart
from the collaboration of the Arabs they en-
countered at the coast. Indeed at first Kenya
was seen as a passage to Uganda to facilitate
the exploitation of the area around the Lake
(Nyanza), and hence the naming of the railway
through Kenya as the ““Uganda Railway’’. But
since the area had to be administered, produc-
tion had to be generated. The policy was there-
fore adopted to bring in colonial settlement to
carry out the prodution to finance the colony
and meet the needs of British imperialism.

This policy was to have a serious impact or
the way Kenya was to be run and the contra:
dictions that were generated within the colon)
for, following on this policy, ways were found
to dispossess the indigenous people of their
lands to enable alien settlers to occupy them.
Since the African peasants, according to the
colonialists, could not “‘within a measurable
distance of time produce enough surplus goods
to feed the railway'’, other:

“*Settlers must somehow be found, attrac-
ted, encouraged (and) started off. There was
no other alternative but economic stagnation
and a perpetual bleeding of the British Treasu-
r.},.-ll

The settling of whites to occupy the land of
the African people and to produce as quickly
as possible implied that it was the Africans
who were to supply the labour force for the
white farms. For this reason the colonial state
went all the way out to force Africans not to
work on their own lands as peasants but as la-
bourers or squatters for the white farmers,
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through use of the Pass (Kipande) system.

Thus a stage was set for the struggle by the
settlers for hegemony within the colony against
pressures by the African people for para-
mountcy of their interests in their own land.

It is for this reason that the anti-colonial
struggle in Kenya focused sharply on the land
and labour questions in the colony. The Kiku-
yu Central Association was formed in 1925
and although it arose out of the earlier East
African (workers’) Association it dealt with
the demands of all the oppressed classes. It
mobilised the people on all “burning issues”
of the moment including the questions related
to land, labour and other social issues such as
education, forced labour, wages and demand
for African representation on the Legislative
Council. This association maintained its lea-
ding role until the formation of the Kenya
African Union in 1944.

Although the British government made sta-
tements to the effect that Kenya was to advan-
ce along the path of African advancement, not
much was done to implement this policy. It
was not surprising that violent means of strug-
gle would be examined by the workers and
poor peasantry who suffered most from colo-
nial oppression — like the Mau Mau.

The important thing to note is that despite
the fact that signs pointed to a violent confron-
tation, the colonialists did not immediately re-
spond to arrest the situation by reforms. The
European elected members of the settler domi-
nated Legislative Council on 8th August, 1952,
demanded that the government do make a sta-
tement to the effect that ** African nationalism,
on the lines of West Africa’ was not the policy
of the British Government for Kenya. They
warned that the settlers would take the law
“into their own hands"’ unless the colonial go-
vernment acted to suppress preparations for
the rebellion. On the 20th October 1952, the
Kenya government declared a state of emer-
gency and began to violently repress the peo-
ple. It was not until it was becoming clear that
repression alone would not do that they began
to make reforms to arrest the rebellion. These
reforms, as we saw in the case of Uganda, were
directed at addressing the interests of the ur-
ban petty bourgeoisie in order to isolate the
freedom fighters in the mountains and the
workers in the factories. In the words of Clay-
ton:

*‘Major political and social reforms, granted
by Britain, prevented any géneral uprising in
Kenya; these reforms, in a sense victory for the
insurgents, were ar the same time the principle

reason for the collapse of their movement”’.

Within a short time, the leaders who were
asssociated with the Mau Mau uprising like
Kenyatta, were brought within a *‘responsible
dialogue’ in order to tone down the colonial
Crisis.

Tom Mboya noted:

It is also true that it was not until Mau Mau
had erupted that logical changes began to take
place towards improving African conditions in
Kenya''.

These new forces of nationalism who took
advantage of the peasant uprising in the Keny-
an highlands were the *‘tamed’’ forces of Afri-
can independence which in the words of Odin-
ga, were intended to ‘‘bring compromise’ of
these forces ““into an association with imperia-
lism’’. Thus a neo-colonial situation in Kenya,
as in Uganda, gave British imperialism alongsi-
de other imperialist powers, a new lease of life
in a widening crisis against foreign domination
and put off the final solution for a later period
unlike a more backward Portugal which lost
out completely.

Portuguese Imperialism and the
Liberation Struggle in Guinea-Bissau

Unlike the British imperialists, the Portuguese
colonialists did not have much room for ma-
noeuvre. They saw their only hope of maintai-
ning its power as lying in total repression. The
significance of modern imperialism, emphasi-
zed Lenin, lay in the fact that in their struggle
for the economic and political division of the
world, the great imperialist powers brought
pressure to bear on countries which were inde-
pendent, thus giving rise to a number of transi-
tional forms of state dependency. This led to
diverse forms of dependent countries which,
politically, were formally independent, but in
fact, were enmeshed in the net of financial and
diplomatic dependence on the great powers.
He gave the example of Portugal:

““Portugal is an independent sovereign state,
but actually for more than two hundred years,
since the war of the Spanish succession (1701-
14), it has been a British protectorate. Great
Britain has protected Portugal and her colo-
nies in order to fortify her own positions in the
fight against her rivals, Spain and France. In
return Great Britain has received commercial
privileges, preferential conditions for impor-
ting goods and especially capital into Portugal
and Portuguese colonies, the right to use her
ports and islands of Portugal, her telegraph ca-
bles etc. etc.

Relations of this kind have always existed
23
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between big and little states, but in the epoch
of capitalist imperialism they become a general
system, they form part of the sum total of ‘di-
vide the world’ relations and become links in
the chain of operations of world finance capi-
tal’.

Thus England dominates Portugal and ex-
tracts super profits from Portugal and her co-
lonies, Portugal also dominates her colonies in
order to recoup herself from British domina-
tion. But this chain of links of imperialist do-
mination became even more complicated with
new super powers coming into being like the
United States after the Second World War,
Portugal increasingly became subject to the
control of other imperialist powers, and ex-
ploited along with its colonies, it even could
not utilise its colonial labour force fully and
had to export it to other equally dominated
countries like South Africa in order to earn
enough to maintain herself and her colonies,
for what remained in the kitty for her. In these
circumstances the accumulating dominating
powers over Portugal’s colonies was bound to
be greater, and the greater it was, the more
brutal and oppressive Portugal’s rule became.

Amilcar Cabral pointed out the significance
of this phenomenon. In his attack to the claim
by Portugal that her role in her territories was
a “‘civilizing’’ mission intended to bring about
a ““multiracial’’ society, Cabral pointed out
that such a mission and process could not be
carried out by an ‘“‘underdeveloped country,
with lower income than for example Ghana”’
and which *‘has not been able to solve her own
problems’’.

Cabral gives a background to this in histori-
cal terms, pointing out how the Portuguese
first began to put a stop to any meaningful au-
tonomous development by engaging in the sla-
ve trade that devastated the country.

The Impact on Portugal

Portugal could not claim to be *‘civilising"’ the
Africans or building a *‘multi-racial’’ society
in which Africans would enjoy any rights. Al-
ready under her ‘‘assimilation’’ policy not mo-
re than 0.3% of the African population could
claim to be *‘assimilated’’, while 99.7 Yo were
classified as ‘‘uncivilised’’ by Portuguese laws.
For an “‘uncivilized’’ person to prove qualifi-
cations to the status of assimilado, he/she had
to prove economic ‘‘stability’’ and standard
of living “‘higher than that enjoyed by a large
majority of the population of Portugal.”

““If the Portuguese people themselves were
asked to fulfil these conditions, well over fifty
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percent of the population would not have the
necessary requirements for becoming ‘civili-
zed’ or assimilado.

This was because Portugal itself was back-
ward with ‘*40 per cent illiteracy and with one
of the lowest standards of living in Europe.”

Indeed it was this backwardness of Portugal
determined by her internal social structure in
Portugal but very much conditioned by British
domination, that also explains her policy of
settler immigration and the particular kind of
settler who went to her colonies for as we have
seen in the case of Kenya. In the case of Portu-
guese colonies, Cabral observes that racism
““hardly existed’’ at the time of colonisation.

““It was born and increased as the size of the
European population grew.'' Portugal spent
one million escudos in order to settle one Eu-
ropean family — all intended to flood her co-
lonies with Portuguese settlers who would esta-
blish a kind of South Africa racial hegemony.
In those circumstances, continues Cabral, Por-
tugal saw that the only way she could survive
was to establish ‘‘national unity’’ (sic!) with
her colonies.

But Portugal was engaging in these panicky
subterfuges at a time when Britain, France and
the more developed imperialist powers were
beginning to wake up to the changes in the
world brought about by imperialist crisis and
the broadening social and national revolu-
tions. As a move towards accepting these chan-
ges in order to contain the national movements
within the new limits of neo-colonialism, the
imperialist powers were forced to accept the
principle of self-determination and indepen-
dence for the colonies — a principle which
they agreed to enshrine in the Charter of the
United Nations. Portugal with her backward
economy and fascist political system, moved to
block any moves towards change. According
to Cabral:

““The Portuguese responded to strikes and
demonstrations by falling upon us to kill eve-
ryone, to finish everything off. So we had to
adapt our struggle to different conditions, to
our land, and could not do as was done in
other lands”’.

And what alternative did the opressed have
except to resort to the armed struggle a the on-
ly means of defending their rights and national
existence, to win freedom and independence
for their land.

The people of the Portuguese colonies saw

their armed struggle as a part of the struggle of
the Portuguese people to rid themselves of fas-
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cism in Portugal itself. The party appealed to
the Portuguese soldiers to stop playing the role
of being the wheels of the old cart of Portu-
guese colonialism and to become men.

““Our people who will fight until victory for
independence of our land are not the enemy of
the Portuguese people, but you are being used
by the colonialists as tools to kill our people, in
order to prevent us being free and masters of
our own land. Follow the example of your bra-
ve companions who refuse to fight in our land,
who rose in revolt against the criminal orders
of our chiefs, who have deserted the colonial
army and found in our midst the finest welco-
me and assistance.” -

Thus the war of liberation of the oppressed
people of the Portuguese colonies was slowly
playing a civilizing role on Portugal herself. In
April 1974 the Portuguese Army revolted and
overthrew the fascist rule of Salazar and the
colonialists of Portugal. The soldiers of the
Portuguese repressive army took a leaf from
the struggles of the oppressed people in the co-
lonies and declared in their Proclamation:

“The colonised peoples and the people of
Portugal are allies ... The struggle for natio-
nal liberation has contributed powerfully to
the overthrow of fascism and, in a large de-
gree, had lain at the base of the MFA whose
officers have learned in Africa the horrow of
fruitless war, and so have understood the roots
of the evils which afflicted the society of Por-
tugal.”

Thus the backwardness of Portugal contri-
buted greatly to its more repressive colonial re-
sponse to the forces of change and therefore
led to a more radical rupture between the colo-
nies and Portugal itself, giving a clear sign of
the way forward for the oppressed people of
the third world, still under colonial and neo-
colonial domination. It also gave an indication
of the strong civilizing bonds between the
struggles of the oppressed in the colonial and
neo-colonial world and the oppressed in the
imperialist countries themselves.

Neo-Colonialism —
the Last Stage of Imperialism

The three case-studies we have analysed above
give us a basis for making some conclusive ob-
servations. First we have seen that imperialism,
in an effort to stop the liberation struggles of
oppressed peoples, resorts to reforms as a way
of further development of the struggles to a re-
volutionary stage. Secondly that imperialism is
also limited in scope in the way it can achieve

this aim by the level of its development and
entanglement, thus permitting the liberation
process to proceed further than in the first sta-
ge, thus opening the way for the liberation of
man throughout the world.

In terms of the global strategy of imperia-
lism, the second world war marked a signifi-
cant stage in the crisis of imperialism in that
the horizons for imperialist exploitation were
shrinking. The whole multilateral strategy was
in fact a reflection of this crisis in that the new
arrangement sponsored by the new superpower
(the U.S.) was conceived as the only way in
which world monopoly capitalism, under U.S.
sway, could be maintained.

In those countries where British imperialism
for instance managed to establish a neo-colo-
nial order, large amounts of “‘aid” were laid
out by the opportunist “‘official socialists’’ of
the second international and half in order to
defend their ‘‘motherland’ and hence their
monopolies. The *‘socialist’’ Labour Party put
forward a Colonial Welfare Fund to carry out
the type of reforms in the colonial structures in
order to contain the liberation struggle. But
this “‘aid’” was itself part of the superprofits
made by the monopolies in the colonies.

In obtaining this result they relied on the
class forces within the colony to back up the
reforms. They found that in the developments
of the colonial economy, new class forces ba-
sed on the colonial economy, had emerged
which demanded certain rights within the eco-
nomy and it is this class to which the British
imperialists addressed itself, while at the same
time isolating the more revolutionary elements
within the petty bourgeoisie. In this way they
created a new intermediary class — a new
agency that would assume political governance
of the neo-colonial state on its behalf and that
of itself. Such were the agents that the people
in their revolutionary songs had castigated as
traitors to liberation and national cause.

Ideological Basis of Neo-Colonialism

The imperialists, in exploiting the contradic-
tions of the internal class forces to their advan-
tage relied on diverse ideologies to divide the
people. In our effort to understand the libera-
tion process in the scientific manner, it is im-
portant to grasp the significance of the ideolo-
gical basis of neo-colonialism. As we noted
earlier, in the struggle for the establishment of
a separate nation state, the people oppressed
by an alien power seek to 1dentify themselves

as an entity by drawing on historical factors as

part of the claim. In fact the claim for nation-
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hood arises out of objective facts brought ab-
out by the introduction of capitalist relations
of production in new societies. The objective
fact that propels the movement is the demands
made by the new social class forces for self-
advancement and betterment of their lives. Na-
tional independence and freedom is seen by
each group as the only basis on which each so-
cial class can advance itself. The social de-
mands of the various classes therefore play a
very important role in this struggle based on
objective claims. )

Lenin, in his expositions on the national
question, points out that the yearning for na-
tion-statehood was the most natural issue un-
der capitalism because the national state was
the shell that capital needed for its expansion.
But in the era of imperialism where the natio-
nal issue arises under conditions in which the
overwhelming majority of class forces in the
colony are all poised against imperialism, it be-
comes necessary for the imperialist bourgeoisie
to gver-exploit the differences within the natio-
nal movement in order to keep it under con-
trol.

The ideological strategy is therefore to ex-
ploit the subjective factors. The ethnic factor
which under imperialism has a weakened ob-
jective basis is now over-exaggerated and the
social factors are under-played by them. This
ideology is quite in line with bourgeois natio-
nalism and petty bourgeois outlook and there-
fore finds an easy ear within the ranks of the
petty bourgeoisie of the colonies. The imperia-
list bourgeoisie in order to divide the people
now play on ethnic, geographical, and langua-
ge barriers among the people. The petty bour-
geoisie 1n their natural tendency to over-glorify
contradictions fall easy prey to these new stra-
tagems of imperialism and become servants of
the imperialist bourgeoisie assisted by the
churches to weaken the national movement
and bring it under control.

As we noted British imperialism was able to
make a breakthrough in establishing a colony
over Uganda by siding with one of the military
“religious’” factions (the Ingleza) which it
then put into ‘‘power’’ — i.e. into agency to
administer in its name in the villages while the
muslim and catholic factions were clamped on.
[n the course of the emergence of the new for-
ces of nationalism, the British imperialists were
quick to seize on the old divisions to create a
new agent petty bourgeoisie based on religious
alliances (UPC/Kabaka Yekka Alliance). The
new “‘nationalist’” petty bourgeoisie led by
Milton Obote resorted to the ethnic contradic-
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tion to consolidate dictatorial power on behalf
of imperialism while at the same time putting
forward his ‘“*‘Move to the Left Strategy’’ in or-
der to appease the masses as ‘‘man of the peo-
ple’'. In this way he tried to play the typical ro-
le of a petty bourgeoisie, that of being both
bourgeois and “*‘man of the people’ at the sa-
me time.

In Kenya where the patriots of the Mau Mau
peasant uprising were being isolated, the com-
prador bourgeoisie were quick to consolidate
their power with the support of the British im-
perialists!

To achieve this objective the colonialists en-
couraged splits in the national movement in or-
der to confuse the situation and isolate the mo-
re revolutionary elements within the move-
ment. The aim was to break down the backbo-
ne of resistance by offering bribes and by en-
couraging ethnic rivalries and nepotism. The
British imperialists in fact started off well by
paying off the leadership of the movement
who had been detained for alleged Mau Mau
offences; and when these leaders came into po-
sitions of authority they brought nearer to
themselves Home Guard elements that assisted
the British in prosecuting the war against the
Mau Mau. These leaders did this because they
did not want the more patriotic elements to be
too close to power since they were more likely
to expose their collaboration with the British.
But as one Kenyan historian has noted:

‘“* After hijacking our national independence
in 1963, the remnants of these traitors, with
full support of the ruling compradors began to
preach ‘peace and brotherhood’ — ‘let us for-
get the past’, etc. — in their attempt to make
us forget the blood debts they owe. Since some
of these individuals are now in positions of po-
wer and wealth, they have made it their main
job to silence mercilessly any Kenyan patriot
who speaks or writes about this heroic strug-
gle’’ (i.e. of the Mau Mau).

The Opportunism of the Petty Bourgeois

These manoeuvres of the British imperialists to
groom an Opportunist petty bourgeois agent
class backed by local comprador forces were
not available to Portuguese imperialism. For
this reason the revolutionary petty bourgeoisie
and proletarian elements in Guinea-Bissau,
Mozambique and Angola were able to advance
a more revolutionary line, uniting all the natio-
nal democratic forces to continue the struggle
to a more radical conclusive end. In his ‘Wea-
pon of Theory’, Cabral pointed out the impor-
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tance of scientific theory as a basis for carrying
out a struggle against our own weaknesses in
the struggle against the enemy, and this meant
the expression of the internal contradictions in
the economic, social and cultural (therefore hi-
storical) reality of each of our countries. This
was because whatever the conditioning of a
thing by external factors, the unfolding beha-
viour or development of a phenomenon depen-
ded mainly on its internal characteristics. Once
we understand that there is, at a certain stage
of the development, no clear line between the
external and internal factors since their inter-
action are subject to the same dialectical pro-
cess, we still find it necessary to analyse these
“Internal’’ factors in order to discover the mo-
tive forces that can assist the revolutionary
process and the reactionary forces that hinder
its progress. This process of analysis then be-
comes a very important factor at the ideologi-
* ¢al level in combating the enemy effectively.
To quote him:

““The ideological deficiency, not to say the
total lack of (scientific) ideology, on the part
of the national liberation movements which is
basically explained by the ignorance of the hi-
storical reality which these movements aspire
to transform — constitutes one of the greatest
weaknesses, if not the greatest weakness, of
our struggle against imperialism.”’

Such social analysis of the internal contra-
dictions enables us to identify how the histori-
cal factors we mentioned earlier intermingle
with the new objective factors in order to con-
stitute the present. But these earlier contradic-
tions are, after imperialist intervention, condi-
tioned and with the introduction of new mode
of production and the creation of new social
classes, become secondary and to a great ex-
tent subjective. This is because the social and
class contradictions which arise on world scale
and internally in the colony constitute the ma-
jor contradictions while imperialist domina-
tion constitutes the principal contradiction.

The struggle for national liberation in turn
constitutes a unity of all the new social class
forces in the territory which then becomes
identified with a national territory and around
it develops a new consciousness reflecting the
interests of the various classes.

The struggle for a scientific theory as part of
the struggle for national liberation is concer-
ned with a proper identification of national
motive forces and national goals that satisfy
the majority of the population. The struggle
against old ideas that are not in line with the

current struggles for national liberation beco-
mes part of the struggle itself. The need to ex-
pose the principal enemy involves the need to
expose the “‘internal’” enemy as well. The in-
ternal enemy turns out to be the agents of dis-
unity and this enemy is identified with the *‘ex-
ternal’’ enemy who exploits the differences
among the people — most of them historical
— to divide and subjugate the entire people.

In pointing out the importance of scientific
theory Cabral emphasised that the ‘‘most sig-
nificant’’ weakness was the lack of proper stra-
tegic attention to the socio-economic structu-
res in order to bring out the most revolutionary
elements. He stated that factors like tribalism
were secondary and minor: *‘Contradictions
between classes, even when the latter are em-
bryonic, are of far greater importance than the
contradictions between tribes.”’

He refers to **old ideas’” like tribalism which
are exploited by the enemy due ro objective
conditions still existing in the country. It did
not affect the mass of the people because the
petty bourgeois opportunists exploited triba-
lism as a ‘‘contradiction in the hunt for jobs,
(and) for good positions’. But such exploita-
tion of this contradiction tended to confuse the
people, hence the need to fight it.

Cabral was conscious of the importance of
exploiting the weakness of Portuguese colonia-
lism to advance the struggle beyond neo-colo-
nialism. Hence the need to create a “‘firmly
united vanguard™ a revolutionary van-
guard, ‘“‘generally an active minority’’ which
can develop a consciousness ab initio of “*this
distinction'’ and ‘‘through the struggle bring it
to the awareness of the mass of the people™.

The continued upsurge of the working class
“‘whatever the degree of development of its
political consciousness’’, Cabral continues,
constitutes the ‘‘true popular vanguard’’ of
the struggle against neo-colonialism. This
scientific vision of Cabral points the way
ahead in the siruggle against imperialism in the
neo-colony. Cabral hastens to add that such a
vanguard of the working class cannot succeed
“‘unless it allies itself firmly with the other ex-
ploited stata — the peasants, and the nationa-
list petty bourgeoisie.”’

The Nation and the Proletarian YVanguard

But the direction of such a struggle is towards
socialism because the struggle against neo-
colonialism “‘is not resolved by a nationalist
solution’’. This is because it demands the de-
struction of the capitalist structure upon which
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neo-colonialism is based: ‘‘There are only two
possible paths for an independent nation: to
return to imperialist domination (neo-colonia-
lism, capitalism, state capitalism) or to take
the socialist road.”

While we agree with Cabral on this point as
constituting the major historical direction, at
the same time, it is important to add that there
are stages even to this level of the struggle. The
stage of new democratic revolution in the
struggle against imperialism is an important
one. This stage entails the joint dictatorship in
the new democratic state of all revolutionary
strata mobilised in the anti-colonial anti-neo-
colonial struggles. Many of these elements in-
volved in the struggle will not be ready for a
socialist transformation. In our view so long as
foreign imperialist domination is eliminated
“‘national’’ capitalist elements can be accomo-
dated in the minimum programme of the new
democratic state which is so essential to the
establishment and consolidation of the anti-
imperialist broad united national front. Hence
the need to address their aspirations in the new
democratic state — a state necessary towards
socialism.

The small working class vanguard In its
struggle for socialism and hegemony can only
succeed if it leads the entire nation. As Marx
emphasized,

““Mo class in civil society can play this part
unless it calls forth a phase of enthusiasm in its
own ranks and those of the masses: a phase
when it fraternises and intermingles with socie-
ty in general, is identified with society, is felt
and recognised to be the universal representati-
ve of society, and when its own demands and
rights are really the demands and rights of so-
ciety itself and it is in truth the social head and
the social heart. Only in the name of society
and its rights in general can a particular class
vindicate its general domination.”™

In our countries of the ““Third World”’, the
struggle for democracy is still the cornerstone
of the revolutionary struggles. National libera-
tion is the essence of the struggle for democra-
cy which imperialism increasingly negates in its
tactics to maintain its dominating sway over
the neo-colomial struggle. The working class
vanguard must come out unashamedly and in
clear terms make it clear to all that the present
era of the struggle in the neo-colonial states is
for democracy at both the political and econo-
mic levels as a bourgeoisie right. It is necessary
through this ideological struggle to concretely
demonstrate and for the masses of the people
to experience the fact that in reality such bour-
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geois democratic rights cannot be realised. In
this way the bourgeois illusion is exposed for
all to see. This is why Marx in the Manifesto
again emphasized that the “*first step in the re-
volution by the working class is to raise the
proletariat to the position of a ruling class,
(and) to win the struggle for democracy’.
Thus to ‘‘acquire political supremacy’’ the
working class must also “‘rise to be the leading
class of the nation, must constitute itself as the
nation’’ though not in the bourgeois sense of
the word. It does this by actively demonstra-
ting that not only is it the **social head’’ but al-
so the ‘‘social heart’" of the nation.

The struggles for national liberation and
new democracy in the neo-colonial world are
still interlinked and these two struggles help to
clear the path for the socialist revolution. Spe-
aking of the old bourgeois-democratic revolu-
tion in Russia, Lenin scientifically observed:

““‘Such a revolution cannot go beyond this.
By reaching its limit, it all the more clearly, ra-
pidly and easily reveals to the people the inade-
guacy of bourgeois-democratic solutions and
the necessity of proceeding beyond their limits,
of passing on to socialism.”’

The specific content of the politics of this
stage of new democracy must therefore not be
confused with those of the socialist revolution.
In fact within the struggle for new democracy
are embodied the two contradictory elements
— the struggle for nationhood and democracy
in the bourgeois sense and the struggle for so-
cialism. These two elements bring all the natio-
nal force together — bourgeois elements and
the proletariat — to carry out this struggle to-
gether. By being in the forefront of this strugg-
le the working class establishes its leadership,
consolidates its alliance with the peasantry and
generally builds confidence in itself and confi-
dence in the other classes and strata as a relia-
ble leader. Not until then can the working class
— let alone the working class vanguard obtain
general democratic acceptability as a leader of
the whole society. Because of the weakness of
the “‘national’’ bourgeoisie and petty bour-
geoisie and their failure to carry out the bour-
geois revolution, the working class finds it has
to take ‘‘one step backward’ to fulfil the na-
tional tasks before it can embark on its own
mission: that of combating its own bourgeoi-
sie, but this is done through stages. This is the
crucial point of the tasks of today.

The Democratic Task and Working Class
Leadership

The task of the new democratic revolution is
to eliminate foreign domination and local reac-
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tion at the political level. At the economic level
it is to eliminate monopoly capitalism. In car-
rying out these struggles it aims at the nation’s
full potential that had been fettered by colonial
and neo-colonial domination. ‘“National’’ ca-
pital is now freed and is allowed an area of
operation within the national plan while a state
sector is promoted. Small scale industry and
handicraft production is assisted and the bur-
dens imposed on the peasantry are lifted. In
this way the democratic programme is fulfil-
led, preparing the working class as the leader
of the joint dictatorship, to move to the new
stage of socialism, again as a first phase 10 2
communist society.

Today in the struggle against neo-
colonialism we have reached the stage when
this theoretical position ought to be populari-
zed among all intellectual and working class
elements. Without developing this scientific
world outlook the struggle for national libera-
tion arrested by neo-colonialism cannot be ad-
vanced and consumated. Every effort must be
made to expose opportunist tendencies of the
petty bourgeoisie. Petty bourgeois radicalism
which splits itself from the mass struggles com-
forting itself with the thought that it 1s the
“‘progressive’’ force (a minority) and others
“‘reactionary’’ (the majority) must be rejec-
ted. The ‘‘Progressiveness’’ of the vanguard
must be judged in its concretely uniting and le-
ading the entire national force against imperia-
lism and local reaction (a minority). Neo-

Trotskyist aberrations about the ‘“‘one stroke”
revoluiion to socialism must also be rejected
and exposed as anarchist. The hatred for de-
mocratic politics of the working class by the
neo-Trotskyism is a cancer that has bogged
down the working class movement in Latin
America and many parts of Europe and must
be eliminated before any advance can be made.
Revisionism which sells out completely to the
bourgeoisie is today’'s biggest disease in the
working class movement. Neo-Trotskyismr and
revision therefore play the same role — one
isolationist, the other submergist of working
class politics.

The African working class and its vanguard
must therefore wake up to its broad national
tasks. Only when it is able to discharge these
broad national tasks, is it able to move for-
ward to ensure its hegemony as the head and
heart of society. A vanguard that proclaims
that it is the leader, but knows not how to lead
is no vanguard. In fact, despite the adventures
it may engage in the belief that it is “‘leading””
society in the struggle for “‘socialism’’, it will
be a tailing force — a rearguard force. The
African revolutionary petty bourgeois intellec-
tual has to grasp these scientific positions in
order to play his role as a conscious injector of
revolutionary ideas among the working class
and the broad democratic masses of the peo-
ple. Only then can the African liberation strug-
gle against imperialism succeed preparing the
way for a new society of the future.

Walter Rodney and the Role of the Intellectual

in the Third World

E. Wamba-dia-Wamba
(A Tribute to Walter Rodney, Guyanese Revo-
lutionary, recently killed through a bomb at-
tack. Rodney was the author of the well
known book, ‘‘How Europe Underdeveloped

Africa*’. He lived in Africa for many years and
played a8 major role in the politics of Dar Es
Salaam University. He was a keen student and
activist of Third World politics).

““For the only great men among the unfree and
oppressed, are those who struggle to destroy
the oppressor.’’ Walter Rodney

The way Walter Rodney lived, and acted in
his very short and intensely active life repre-
sents, for us the people of the Third World,
the complex and demanding character of the
struggles for social emancipation we are invol-
ved in. Time seems always short for the tasks
which summon us urgently to take sides in the

class and national battles, intellectually, spiri-
tually physically, Fanon used to think — and
behave — as if he had for the complete trans-
formation of the Third World we have no right
to rest. Physical health and mental health, for
us people of the Third World require that we
battle permanently. While fighting to under-
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stand these struggles, to arm ourselves better
and better we must do this while at the same ti-
me struggling to keep our heads above water.
Walter’s life and the way he fell down in the
battle remind us vividly of the enormity of our
objective, the complete social emancipation
and the need to permanently re-examine our
modes of acting both individually as well as
collectively. The life and death of this exem-
plary son of the oppressed working people of
Guyana provide us with a number of lessons
and questions to reflect and act upon. It is an
occasion, not only to pay tribute and mourn
the loss of a “*brilliant scholar and historian —
one whose dedication to historical conscious-
ness and to humanity was paramount'’, but al-
50 to critically examine historically the now
closed strategies of battling new ones open to
the intellectual in the neo-colonial countries. It
was Fanon, in 1961, who asked, ‘what should
Africa have done to save Lumumba?’ This was
a form of mourning which is also a recognition
of social/collective responsibility for the loss, a
collective self-criticism and a call for a collecti-
ve formulation of a path of rectification for
better modes of battling.

While the poet George Lamming compares
Walter Rodney to W.E.B. Dubois, C.L.R. Ja-
mes and George Padmore — with whom he
does share their best and profound concerns
for the complete social emancipation of the
oppressed Black and non-Black people his
short life and the stages of his development put
him more in line with M. Ben Barka (North
Africa), Afana Osende and A.Cabral (West
Africa), Che Guevara (Latin America), F. Fa-
non — to name but the most known ones.
With the exception of Fanon who died in the
battle but through an indirect bullet (cancer),
they all died on the battlefield and at an early
adult age. Ben Barka, a gifted mathematician
and member of the 7 people who constituted
the core of those who organized the Triconti-
nental Movement, died while actively trying to
organize the political mobilization of the wor-
king people of Morocco. His former student —
King Hassan II — , threatened by the momen-
tum of Ben Barka's movement with the com-
plice of the French imperialism, assassinated
him. Afana Osende, — brilliant political eco-
nomist who helped draw a Cuban. five year
plan and active member of the Union of Came-
roonian people (UPC) —, was assassinated
while in the Maquis, by the neo-colonial
French imperialist supported regime of Ahid-
jo. The stories of the agronomist engineer Ca-
bral and the medical doctor Che Guevara and
how they died are well known. It is probably
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fair to call this group (Fanon — Ben Barka —
Che Guevara — Afana Osende - Cabral
— Rodney) part of the second generation of re-
volutionary intellectuals. Needless to say that
while there are similarities among the members
of this group there are differences as well, indi-
vidual as well as epochal ones.

Rodney and Social Practice

Rodney reminds me of that group in the very
way he shifted his principal emphasis from
theoretical struggles as a basis for clarifying is-
sues involved in the understanding and the wa-
ging of the struggles against imperialist and its
local agencies for complete social emancipa-
tion of the oppressed and exploited people to
politically organized involvement in the wor-
king people based struggles as the basis for a
higher clarity and for a concrete involvement
in the mass based process of transformation.
This does not mean theoretical battles and
work are abandoned: Like Fanon who died
shortly after completing his last book and hi-
storical work, The History of the Guyanese
Working People, 1881 - 1905, to John Hop-
kins University Press, U.S.A. Afana Osende
died shorty before his book, L’Economie de
l"ouest Africain, was published by Francois
Maspero, Paris. The theoretical work and
battles became increasingly more specific in
their stand, viewpoint and method. This is
what Rodney expressed in a lecture at Harvard
University, Sept. 1979; *“you must first have
our feet wet before gaining clarity.” Rodney
has always tried to be clear and his publica-
tions are exceptionally clear, but his clarty be-
came sharper with his politically organized in-
volvement.,

Incidentally, this is what it means to say that
ideas have a social base, that -consciousness is
one’s relationship to one’s surroundings’’ and
that languages of reality’ is ‘‘practical con-
sciousness'’ (Marx). The form of expression of
one's ideas would reflect one's focal base: the
more removed from the principal struggle
within the movement of struggles for social
emancipation the more abstract one’s vocabu-
laty and ideas concerning revolutionary change
are.

Rodney also reminds me of F. Fanon, Ben
Barka, Cabral etc. in the very seriousness with
which he took his theoretical area of study: hi-
story. It was reported of Fanon's defense of
his Ph.D. thesis in psychiatry that it looked as
if the entire discipline was put on trial. Rodney
made history — in the broad sense of theory
dialectics i.e. of real struggles, of the move-
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ment of transformation processes of reality —
a focal theoretical base through which to criti-
cally analyze and clarify the social conditions
of oppression, exploitation and domination
our people have been struggling to live in.
Being serious (i.e. honest or scientific) also me-
ans knowing oneself honestly and correctly, it
Is asking, “how does science transform me and
my oppressed people? How, for whom and by
whom is science practiced?’ This is also putting
on trial — so to speak — the self-honesty of
science itself. In Rodney’s historical work, one
has the feeling that the ultimate criterion of va-
lidity of historical knowledge is not just its
conformity to the theoretical and technical re-
guirements of the community of historians,
their scientific ideology — so to speak — but
more than that its liberating impact. A histo-
rian who does not grasp the social conditions
of production and reproduction of his/her
profession resting on the basis of a separation
of intellectual labour from manual labour for
example — fails even to know himself/herself
honestly and correctly. He/she does not then
practice the epistemologico-historical guideli-
nes of her/his work. It is the masses who make
history and class struggle is the motive force of
history. And science ‘‘sans conscience n'est
que ruine de 'ame.”” (Science without con-
science is but a destruction of the soul) The hi-
storian must know with clarity her/his own hi-
story, her/his present as history. Rodney in-
sists on this ‘‘historical consciousness’’ and it
1s almost this consciousness that he calls ‘being
concrete.’

Criticism of Bourgeois Social Sciences

Are the theoretical assumptions, methods and
results of the existing social sciences in confor-
mity with the demands of liberation and social
emancipation of our oppressed/exploited peo-
ple? The present socio-economic conditions of
the Third World constitute the real material
criticism and refutation of the basic teaching
of social sciences as they exist. The require-
ments of, and the practical tasks of, transfor-
ming — thus clarifying — those socio-econo-
mic conditions constitute the promise for the
rectification of social sciences in their orienta-
tion as well as objects.” In a sense, How Euro-
pe Underdeveloped Africa is an illustration of
that challenge to bourgeois social sciences on
the question of African social development.

By 1974, it was clear to most of us that in
most of our neo-colonial countries — if not all
— the ruling oligarchies were confronting the
intellectual arm of criticism with the unthin-
king criticism of the arm. Rodney was determi-

ned to return to Guayana and be concretely in-
volved in the process of social transformation
in Guayana itself. ‘‘Sooner or later — better
sooner — some of us have to decide whether
we will continue interpreting — no matter how
critically — the world in which our people are
increasingly oppressed and exploited or we will
involve ourselves (mind and body) in the pro-
cess of social transformation in which our op-
pressed people are increasingly engaged.”
This, of course, reminds me of Fanon’s “‘leave
this Europe where they never get tired of tal-
king of man. ..’ There is no universal intellec-
tual, an intellectual 'in general’, there are only
organic intellectuals of the oppressed or of the
OpPressors.

The arm of criticism outside of a real
national/social base in which it can be tested
and experiencéd and thus collectively develo-
ped, becomes another form of interpretation
of the present world. In fact, what gives effica-
cy to the lies we critize are the material condi-
tions of power (of exploitation and domina-
tion); a really effective arm of criticism must
also include a theory of a concrete organiza-
tion of the process of transformation (revolu-
tion) of those material conditions of domina-
tion — otherwise, elements of the arm of criti-
cism are recuperated and incorporated in the
ideological apparatus of domination.

An intellectual committed to the struggle for
social emancipation, without a social experi-
mental base, may sooner or later find himself
becoming not only a simple interpreter of the
world, not only removed from his oppressed
people, but also fundametally dishonest as far
as his commitment is concerned, and perhaps a
traitor to his people as well. Keeping in contact
with reality as Ben Barka used to repeat — 1s
not just a theoretical question of finding out
on which side one is on concretely: with the
oppressed or with the oppressors. Only certain
concrete social practices which allow reality to
manifest itself in its true colours: critical prac-
tice of transformation of social reality in its
globality. No pracitical questions of this kind
are resolved outside of real national social
struggles through which theoretical and sub-
jectivist dogmatisms are practically exposed.

Let me say that Rodney, like all the people
he reminds me of, was an internationalist by
stand, viewpoint, method and practice. But
sooner or later all of them realized that real in-
ternationalism must be rooted in a real
national/social base, without which iis effica-
cy becomes problematic. A genuine revolutio-
nary activity must be internationalist; but, a
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genuine internationalism is only practised
from a specific social base and national base.

Since 1974 he was denied the position of
Professorship of History at the University of
Guayana and for his dedication to the working
peoples of Guayana he was harassed and vili-
fied.” It is a form of social death to be denied
any work in relation to one's abilities. While
pretending to mobilize our people for moder-
nization or the development of productive for-
ces, neo-colonialist oligarchies of our countries
organize the destruction of our best productive
forces, the truly conscious revolutionary intel-
lectuals, the great men and women among the
unfree. While denying Walter Rodney the right
to earn a living by practising his profession —
imparting the necessary historical conscious-
ness to the children of the Guyanese oppressed
working people — Burnham's government
‘granted asylym to a group of American social
misfits (Rev. Jones’ Temple Peoples) led by a
reactionary religious fanatic.’

Rodney and the Guyana Working Class

Back home, Walter was, perhaps for the first
time, struggling not only for the social emanci-
pation of the working people at large, but even
to feed himself and his family. Yet his com-
mittment, instead of softening became increa-
singly steeled. Committed as he was to the
concrete struggle for the social emancipation
— including the hiberation from the arbitrary
rule of Burham’s government — of the wor-
king people of Guyana, he refused to go and
stay abroad — which he could have done easily
as offers were not lacking. He used to empha-
size that ‘‘one must keep in real contact with
the reality one is contributing to transform.”
Even if all the working people of Guyana went
and stayed abroad this would not be a real so-
cial emancipation of the Guyanese working pe-
ople. Of course, the economic, social and poli-
tical barbarism to which imperialism and neo-
colonial bourgeoisies want to confine the
“‘newly independent’’ peoples explains and ju-
stifies the instability and tension which are agi-
tating neo-colonial regimes of Africa, Asia,
Latin America. Recents events in Liberia,
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Ghana, Mali, Uganda, Chad, etc. are an ex-
pression of an epoch. '

Before Rodney came here last May, 1 last
met him at Harvard University where he gave a
lecture on “*African liberation and the strategy
for economic development.” He demonstrated
the artificiality, narrowness and irresponsibili-
ty of the economuc strategies of development
put into practice by the ruling oligarchies of
our neo-colonial countries. It was clear then,
that Walter had by then started dealing in a
concrete way with strategies and tactics — in a
different way than through the building of the-
oretical scenarios. He had, by then, taken up
the issue and became involved in the process
of, organizing the working people of Guyana,
an issue and challenge which he described to be
““concrete and based on specificities of the
country.” He emphasized repeatedly the ne-
cessity of making concrete analysis of the
concrete situation and of not letting oneself be
confused by theoretical issues leading some of
our minds to sterile pursuits and away from
concrete attempts at genuine social emancipa-
tion. For, making local social transformations
is the crucial contribution to the liberation
struggles elsewhere. The only way to avoid and
correct theoretical dogmatism and subjecti-
vism, i.e. one-sidedness is concrete analysis of
the concrete struggles of working people-based
social emancipation.

I learned a lot from him. I learned that the
intellectual in the Third World must take sides
sooner or later: is he going to be an interpreter
of the Third World or is he going to be invol-
ved in transforming it. 1f one is a rea/ intellec-
tual — and not just a dilettante — one who
stands for truth (‘truth is concrete’, ‘only truth
is revolutionary’ Lenin) one who rightly rebels
against reactionaries — whose theory stands
for the destruction of the working people —,
he may not even have any other choice. And
once one has committed oneself to struggle for
complete social emancipation among one’s
working people, one has to go all the way. To
paraphrase Fanon, we are nothing if we don't
stand for truth, for the complete revolutionary
social transformation of our countries.
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The Struggle for National Independence and Socialism

in Kampuchea

Samir Amin discusses great significance of correct
handling of Peasant Question to socialist construc-
tion today, and traces roots of revisionism to this.

In this talk I would like to discuss the reasons
why the struggle for independence of Kampu-
chea, as well as the struggle for independence
of Afghanistan constitute the primary objecti-
ves on the world scale of struggle for peace and
for socialism, these two struggles for peace and
socialism being in fact closely connected. In
the first part | will deal with the stages and the
problems of the Kampuchean Revolution. In
the second I will consider the Vietnamese inva-
sion of Kampuchea and its consequences on
the local, regional and world plan. In the third
part 1 will discuss the insertion of the Kampu-
chea question in the world situation.

1. 1 would like to talk first about a few
points concerning the development of the
Kampuchean Revolution. In the first part I
will discuss the reason for the success of the
popular and anti-imperialist revolution, led by
the Communist Party and the Patriotic Front
from 1970 to 1975; while in the second part |
will examine the reasons why this very success
15 itself the origin of the difficulties of the pe-
riod 1975 — 78 which followed victory.

The victory of the popular and anti-imperia-
list revolution in Kampuchea constitutes one
of the major successes for the struggle for so-
cialism in our era. Whatever the case may be,
history will judge and will certainly give due
honour to the Communist Party of Kampu-
chea for having defined and put into practice a
revolutionary strategy adapted to the condi-
tions of their country which permitted the suc-
cess of the liberation of Kampuchea. This ade-
quate revolutionary strategy adapted to the
conditions of the country was not self-evident.

The objective social, historical and political
conditions of Kampuchea are, as always, spe-
cific, and, in any case, they were and are diffe-
rent from the social, historical and political
conditions of other countries, such as China or
Vietnam. It will doubtless be known that these
objective conditions of Kampuchea may, up to
a certain point, represent common characteri-
stics with the situation in other countries of the
region, such as Thailand or Burma.

Nevertheless, in this group of countries
Kampuchea alone has succeeded to carry out
by itself, under the leadership of the Commu-
nist Party a popular, anti-imperialist revolu-

tion, opening up the road to socialism. Even
though authentic socialist forces in the other
countries have for dozens of years carried out
a struggle for socialism they did not obtain vic-
tory.

Self-Reliance Basis of Khmer Victory

The victory of the Patriotic Front in Kampu-
chea is in no way due to the neighbourhood of
Vietnam. This neighbourhood did not allow
the same success for the other countries of the
region. Moreover, during their long, glorious
liberation war against imperialism the govern-
ment and the Communist Party of Vietnam
have not advised, nor aided the Kampuchean
people and its Communist Party to define this
just revolutionary line. On the contrary, they
have constantly prescribed a collaboration
with the previous regime and tried to avoid
that the Kampuchean Communist Party car-
ried out on its own and for its own people a
fight for socialism. The strategy of the Com-
munist Party of Kampuchea, the position ta-
ken by it, the distances it took from the previ-
ous regime and thereafter the glorious and de-
cided struggle undertaken against dictatorship
of Lon Nol are the origins of this victory. Let
us remember, in passing, that the Lon Nol re-
gime was recognized and supported by the So-
viet Union, The main reason for the victory of
the Kampuchean people has been the capacity
of the Kampuchean Communist Party to defi-
ne a political line able to unify the totality of
the peasantry against the specific mercantile
and bureaucratic forms of exploitation suffe-
red by this people through the specific forms
of its integration in the capitalist world system.
The Kampuchean Communist Party managed
under these circumstances to define a strategy,
under conditions different from those of Chi-
na or Vietnam. The latter being characterized
by on the one hand an advanced centralized
and bureaucratic feudal state, on the other
hand a global higher level of development par-
ticularly with regard to industries. The Khmer
Patriotic Front and the Communist Party have
consequently succeeded to define the correct
forms of a popular, anti-imperialist revolution
in a country where the proletariat was almost
non-existent, where the bourgeoisie was very
weak and where the principal power of trans-
mission of capitalist-imperialist exploitation
and domination was assured by a small bure-
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aucratic bourgeoisie and by a mercantile,
comprador-style class.

Lessons of Kampuchean Revolution

The victorious experience of the Khmers con-
stitutes an entirely new and essential lesson. As
already mentioned, a lesson different from
those which can be drawn from the experience
of the victorious struggles of the Chinese and
Vietnamese peoples under the leadership of
their communist parties. A lesson which is es-
sential and valid, if adapted to other condi-
tions, which as far as the countries of South
Asia are concerned, are closer to those of
Kampuchea. But also beyond this. For exam-
ple, I have long thought of the predominant
conditions in numerous regions on the African
continent. This region is often equally charac-
terized by an absense of sharp social differen-
ciation in the countryside and by the predomi-
nance of mercantile and bureaucratic forms of
global peasant exploitation by the imperialist
system through a transmission-belt represented
mainly by the state and the bureaucratic bour-
geoisie.

On this subject I wrote, just after the victory
of the Khmer people an article titled ‘“The Les-
son of Cambodia’’. And I continue to believe
that the Communist Party of Kampuchea has
the honour of having defined an efficient stra-
tegy of anti-imperialist struggle. To have defi-
ned it on their own, not just putting into practi-
ce a strategy copied from that of China or
Vietnam, but adapted to their own conditions.
This constitutes a lesson of very great impor-
tance for other regions in South Asia and Afri-
ca.

But this success itself has been the origin of
the tragic difficulties which the country has
had to confront after the victory in 1975, as
well as the wellknown excesses and shortco-
mings which have appeared during this period.
In fact, what it was all about was the success of
a principally peasant revolution. A revolution
carried out by the totality of the peasant popu-
lation under conditions where the main form
of contradiction did not exist between the dif-
ferenciated peasantry, naturally the main
struggle was not fought by certain classes
against the others, but by the whole peasantry
against the forms of imperialist and capitalist
exploitation.

This fact, 1. e. the peasant character of the
revolution in Kampuchea, resulted in absolute-
ly fundamental problems which could be for-
mulated in the following manner: How to re-
concile in our modern era the development of
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a peasant revolution with three demands: (i)
the perspective of abolishing classes, since the
peasant revolution inscribes itself in the socia-
list world revolution, (ii) The necessity to deve-
lop the productive forces, since this peasant re-
volution takes place in a very backward coun-
try, practically without industry and with ex-
tremely low agricultural productivity, (iii) the
necessity to reconciliate the development of
the peasant with the need to construct a mo-
dern state compatible with the demands of the
contemporary world. This is a fundamental
problem which does not only concern the
Kampuchean revolution. Since all the socialist
revolutions have taken place until now in rela-
tively backwards countries within the capitalist
world system, it is the fundamental problem
for all the socialist revolutions of our era. Be it
Russia, be it China, or Vietnam. Kampuchea
thus does not escape the problems posed to
every socialist revolution of our time which so
far has always contained a more or less impor-
tant and fundamental peasant dimension and
which have all been confronted with this pro-
blem of conciliating the demands of the pea-
sant revolution and its realisation with the ne-
cessity to construct a modern state and develop
the productive forces in a perspective of abolis-
hing the classes. This problem, which concerns
the relations between the peasantry, the state,
industry and city, is the fundamental problem
of socialist construction in our time.

The Peasaniry and Socialist Revolution and
the Roots of Revisionism in the SU

The manner in which this problem has been
approached here or there, for better or for
worse, has everywhere been decisive for the ul-
terior evolution and the fate of the socialist re-
volution and its development. I will here take
three examples: The example of the U.S.5.R.,
that of China and that of Vietnam - in order
to show that equally in these three countries
the socialist forces have met with the same type
of problems of relationship between a peasant
revolution and the demands for a socialist de-
velopment.

In the U.S.S.R. the revolution of 1917
would not have been victorious without the in-
genious capacity of Lenin to combine the de-
mands and goals of the Bolshevik party with
the general popular peasant demand for land
and peace. During ten years — during the enti-
re period of the twenties — a worker-peasant
alliance continued to exist though taking the
form characterized by the NEP under the so-
cialist political regime of the Soviet Union.
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Unfortunately, as we all know, from 1930 on
the collectivization — particularly in the form
in which it was imposed, associated as it was
with the tribute of an enormous surplus extrac-
ted from the peasantry, said to be in the bene-
fit of a socialist primitive accumulation — has
been the origin of a progressive degradation of
the nature of the social system and constitutes
the main source, the origin, the roots of revi-
sionism. Dating from this period the U.S.S.R.
has gradually lost its socialist character to be-
come a social-imperialist country. A power ha-
ving a new class content based on the exploita-
tion of peasant and worker masses by a new
exploiting class. This fundamental problem
has thus been badly solved in the U.S.S.R. and
that is the reason why this country has lost its
socialist character.

So far this question has been solved correct-
ly in China by a collectivization supported by
the poor peasantry and un-associated with the
extraction of a surplus in the form of a tribute.
Further from 1958 with the introduction of the
Communist system and their three levels
(workteams, brigades and Commune) based
on equal relations of trade between city and
countryside the worker peasant alliance has
been reinforced. That is the reason why so far
China conserves a marked socialist character.
China thus so far managed to solve this pro-
blem of the relationships between the peasant
revolution and the perspective of constructing
a modern state, of developing the productive

forces and of abolishing the classes in a correct -

Manner.

How is it in Vietnam? During a first phase,
i.e. until the end of the fifties, Vietnam also ef-
fectively succeeded to solve in the anti-
imperialist struggle the gquestion of relations-
hip between the peasant revolution and the
perspective of development, modernization
and national independence in a correct man-
ner. Unfortunately, from about the end of the
fifties a bureaucratic deviation in the liberated
part of Vietnam, North Vietnam, has progessi-
vely led the Communist Party of Vietnam to
adopt positions and practices of a bureaucra-
tic type of relationship between the peasantry
and the state. Progressively a system of almost
unpaid tributes has been imposed on the pea-
santry. It is known for example that at present
in Vietnam one Kkilogram of rice is bought
from the peasants in the form of compulsory
deliveries at the price of 0,3 dong, whereas it is
sold in the city at 0,9 dong. Thus there is a bu-
reaucratic extraction of a considerable surplus
enforced on the peasantry. These measures are

the origin of economic, social, ideological and
political problems in Vietnam. They are the
origin of its deviation and as I will try to de-
monstrate, of its expansionism and its attitude
in the question of Kampuchea.

The Strategy of the Kampuchean Communist
Party

Kampuchea, beginning with the victory of
1975, has been faced with the same problems,
that is the problem of reconciling the demands
of a victorious peasant revolution with those
of modernization, construction of a national
state, development of the productive forces in
the perspective of abolishment of the classes.
But it has had to face this problematic under
the most dramatic circumstances.

First, the national conditions are those of a
small country, practically without industries,
practically without proletariat, moreover with
a Communist Party and a liberation army
which — thanks to their correct strategy —
had developed very rapidly, within a period of
less than ten years. In fact and practically spea-
king, within about five years. During this short
period this political organization has not had
the time to accumulate experience. This, very
unlike the Chinese Communist party which
started its struggle in the mid-twenties and con-
tinued all over the country for about thirty ye-
ars before achieving victory. The same goes for
the Vietnamese Communist party which has
carried out a very long liberation war equally
during about thirty years. The speed with
which the Patriotic Front successfully develo-
ped its strategy, the speed with which the com-
munist party and the liberation army develo-
ped, thus constituted unfavorable and difficult
conditions since there had been no opportunity
to accumulate an equally rich experience as
that of China or Vietnam.

The international conditions were also extre-
mely unfavorable. During five years the Ame-
rican imperialists and their stooges Lon Nol
carried out a war of extermination on the peo-
ple of Kampuchea. It was their strategy,
through heavy bombings of the countryside, to
bring about a massive immigration of popula-

- tion to Phnom Penh, to keep and feed this re-

fugee population-in refugee camps in order to
recruit among them an army in the service of
the imperialists with the ulterior perspective of
‘‘cambodgizing’’ the war, just as they attemp-
ted to ‘‘vietnamize’’ the war in Vietnam.

Peasant Excesses and Orchestrated Campaign
Against Kampuchez

35



AZANIA (SOUTH AFRICA) IS AN AFRICAN COUNTRY

When, under these conditions, the People’s
Liberation Army and the Communist Party
achieved victory in 1975, they were conse-
quently faced with an evident and immediate
danger, which can be described in the follo-
wing terms: either they maintained Phnom
Penh with its population and accepted an im-
mediate and generalized famine in this artifi-
cially swelled city, or, in order to avoid the fa-
mine in Phnom Penh, they would have to tap
the peasants in an authoritarian manner and

Phnom Penh would have become a greedy, ar-

tificial town living from the exploitation of the
entire peasantry. Obviously the second solu-
tion was impossible since the revolution had
been carried out by the peasants themselves.
Under these circumstances the regime of De-
mocratic Kampuchea had no other alternative
but te evacuate as rapidly as possible Phnom
Penh to avoid the famine and to avoid exploi-
taion of the peasantry by this artificial city.
The operation could not be carried out in rea-
sonably normal manner, because the govern-
ment of Democratic Kampuchea could count
on no short term external aid at the time of the
country's liberation. The only country which
might have been able to grant such an aid, the
neighboring country, Vietnam, was itself faced
with enormous difficulties and would probably
not wish to come to the aid of the people of
Kampuchea. It is under such conditions that
the peasant and anti-imperialist revolution of
Kampuchea progressively skidded into a fight
of the countryside against the city. The exces-
ses, which cannot be denied, are those which
we know from the entire long history of pea-
sant revolts. They are of the same nature and
represent same character. [ am not going to go
into the details of this deviation. Let me simply
point out that through an extremely well or-
chestrated propaganda, the Vietnamese go-
vernment has succeeded, in alliance with reac-
tionaries from the whole world, to use this de-
viation as an argument to condemn the peasant
revolution. All reactionaries in all countries
and at all the times have always used the exces-
ses of the peasant revolution. These are the cir-
cumstances which preceeded the Vietnamese
invasion of Kampuchea.

Consequences of Vietnam'’s Invasion

2. Why this invasion of Kampuchea by Viet-
nam? And what are the consequences of this
invasion on the conditions for the struggle for
socialism, in Kampuchea as well as in Vietnam
itself?

There are two explanations which come to
mind as to the reasons which may have
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brought Vietnam to invade Kampuchea. The
first explanation is based on socalled *‘Vietna-
mese nationalism’': the historic ambitions of
Vietnam to control the entire Indochinese pen-
insula. There is the fact, that even prior to the
French colonization Vietnam progressively ex-
panded to the detriment of Kampuchea and
Laos. One might also refer to more recent ma-
nifestations of expansionism on the part of
Vietnam. From the very creation in the thirties
of the communist party of Indochina, the Viet-
namese element, which because of the circum-
stances dominated the party, nursed and put
forward the project for the liberation of the
entire Indochinese peninsula and the forma-
tion of an Indochinese Federation. It is known
today that a great number of Kampuchean
communists resisted this project, which, be-
cause of the situation, would have given predo-
minance to the Vietnamese all over the Penin-
sula. One might in this connection recall what |
mentioned before, that is, the Vietnamese po-
sition towards the commuanist party of Kampu-
chea. The lavish amount of advice by the Viet-
nameseé communist party to the communist
party of Kampuchea to support neutrality and
not to engage in a fight for socialism on their
OWn.

But in my view this first type of explanation
15 not entirely acceptable. Vietnam is not the
only country in the world which has an expan-
sionist past. All peoples have known in the
course of their history periods of expansion
and nationalism. On the other hand, the attitu-
de of the Vietnamese party and government to-
wards the communist party of Kampuchea, the
advice of moderation and neutralism, are no
more specific for the attitude of the Vietname-
S COmmunists.

In fact, socialist revolution sofar has not
been a world revolution, made all over the
world at the same time, but a revolution which
develops in stages in the weakest links of the
world imperialist system. There are, at each
moment of the development of this socialist re-
volution more advanced and less advanced zo-
nes. It 1s in a certain sense not unreasonable
that the vanguard of the most advanced re-
gions, those who consequently see the possibi-
lity of victory to be within reach, try to subor-
dinate the strategy of their neighbours, of their
allies, to the demands which they deam -
rightfully up to a certain point — to carry prio-
rity in the support to the development of their
own revolution. But, it is for the others, that is
for the communists who fight in the less ad-
vanced regions, to resist this attempt to beco-
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me appendices to the revolution in the more
advanced regions and to formulate their own
proper strategy corresponding to their specific
conditions in order to transform their less ad-
vanced region in the socialist revolution into
one which in turn becomes more advanced.

Problem of the Soviet Union

I may quote for examples of this attitude and
this type of problems between the vanguards
of more advanced regions on the one hand and
the vanguards of the less advanced regions on
the other. It is wellknown that the U.S.5.R.
was for a long time the only socialist country,
and it is true that the U.S.S.R. was for a long
time a besieged fortress. Imperialists and capi-
talists of all -the countries in the world cheris-
hed the plan to isolate and beat the Russian re-
volution. It is not unreasonable that under
such circumstances the responsible vanguard
of this besieged fortress should have tried to
subordinate the strategy of its allies the world
over to the protection of this fortress. The Po-
pular Fronts in Europe for example
adopted,on the advice of the Third Internatio-
nal, strategies of supporting the Soviet besie-
ged fortress and not the development of the so-
cialist revolution in their own country. It is
known that China, the second example, made
its revolution almost against the advice of the
Soviet Union. At a moment and during a long
period, the Soviet communist party recom-
mended China’s communist party moderation,
alliance with the Kuomintang in the 1920’s,
during the Anti-Japanese war and after it. It is
to the honour of the Chinese communist party
and of Mao Zedong to have refused to make
China’s socialist forces an appendix to the So-
viet Union and to have defined a correct strate-
gy corresponding to China’s proper conditions
and to have fought for the revolution in China
until victory. Vietnam itself made its revolu-
tion under conditions where it found itself in
opposition to the progressive and socialist for-
ces in the world. Is it necessary to recall that
the French communist party which, after all,
was responsible in the French empire, condem-
ned the Vietnamese revolution when Haiphong
was being bombed by the French imperialist
forces in 19457 At that time, the French com-
munist party was represented in the French go-
vernment itself. It is the same case with Kam-
puchea. Kampuchea equally made its revolu-
tion, not with the support of Vietnam, but
against the Vietnamese will to utilize Kampu-
chea as a neutral base for the struggle for their
own liberation.

Reasons for Yietnam's Degeneration

The insufficiencies of the first way of explai-
ning the invasion of Kampuchea by simply re-
ferring to the Vietnamese nationalism leads us
to proceed to the second type of explanation.
Namely that the contemporary expansion of
Vietnam into Kampuchea is the result of the
blind alley in which the leadership of the Viet-
namese Communist Party has engaged itself
the past few years. First of all, as I have alrea-
dy mentioned, in the relationship between
countryside and city, as well as in the relations-
hip between the peasantry and the state. From
the end of the 1950's the Vietnamese commu-
nist party leadership engaged on a road of uni-
lateral tapping of surplus from the peasants,
thereby alienating the support of the peasantry
which had after all constituted the principal
force of the Vietnamese revolution. This beca-
me the beginning of a revisionist degradation
in Vietnam. It had immediate and disastrous
economic conseguences. The economic situa-
tion in Vietnam is completely disastrous as far
as food-production is concerned. After the li-
beration of the South in 1975, the leadership in
Vietnam engaged itself once more on a blind
alley. The Southern part of Vietnam had suffe-
red thirty years of American neo-colonialism
and, for this reason, the society and the econo-
my of the region, were very different from tho-
se, predominant in the North at the time of li-
beration in 1954. The reunification of Vietnam
thus demanded a subtle policy with the mainte-
nance, as far as possible, of a certain openness
towards the exterior. No doubt the conditions
for such a political choice were not the most
favorable. But the unfavorable conditions, the
Western hostility, particularly that of the Uni-
ted States towards Vietnam, reinforced the
tendency towards a flight forwards into the
Southern region. What solution has the bure-
aucratic leadership of the Vietnamese commu-
nist party found to these problems? It has
found a solution in external expansionism with
the longterm perspective to truly colonize
Kampuchea in order to utilize this country’s
productive capacity and produce, with the aid
of Vietnamese colonizers, the rice which it can
produce on its own territory with much more
difficulty béecause of the negative social condi-
tions which it has itself created.

What are then the consequences of this inva-
sion? First it should be recalled that Vietnam
was able to use the opportunity offered by the
weaknesses of the Kampuchean revolution to
invade the country. And the consequences are
entirely visible. They are the establishment of
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the puppet regime of Heng Samrin. All the ob-
servers most favorable to the Vietnamese and
unfavorable to the Democratic Kampuchea,
are forced to recognize that the Samrin regime
couldn’t last 24 hours without the presence of
200000 Vietnamese troops. Under these unfor-
tunate circumstances, the chances for a
straightening up of the socialist revolution in
Kampuchea and its proper development are
cancelled by the presence of the Vietnamese
and of the Samrin puppet gouvernment. Be-
cause once more this foreign military presence
makes the struggle for national liberation of
Kampuchea the highest priority.

We can now proceed to examine the argu-
ments which are generally offered by the Viet-
namese themselves or by their friends to justify
the invasion of Kampuchea. There are three
main arguments: the humanitarian argument,
the argument about exporting the socialist re-
volution, and the argument concerning natio-
nal security.

False Argumenis against Kampuchea

The humanitarian argument is in the final ana-
lysis the argument offered by all the colonia-
lists of all times. These have always given as
the reason for their interventions the barbarity
or backwardness of the country they were co-
lonizing. But one ought to ask: who has been
the cause of the most evil to the people of
Kampuchea in its contemporary history? Isn’t
it first of all the American imperialists and Lon
Nol? Isn’t it today the Vietnamese army and
their project of colonizing Kampuchea?

The second series of arguments concern the
question of exporting the socialist revolution.
This sort of argument is foreign to Marxism,
but unfortunately it is not foreign to the reali-
ties of contemporary developments. Every
authentic revolution which was based on natio-
nal popular support has been forced sooner or
later to take its distances from the Big Brother.
It is enough to recall the case of Yugoslavia in
1948, of Albania, of China which have been
brought by the same fundamental reasons, be-
cause these are the countries which made their
own proper revolution, to take their distances
from the Soviet model. In the other cases,
where revolution was exported, peoples are
bound to reject soviet domination or face the
dramatic consequences of colomialism. The
first, and oldest case, is that of Mongolia, a
country in which the heavy Soviet military pre-
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sence reveals the submission to Soviet inter-
ests. In all the countries of Eastern Europe
(Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, East Ger-
many, Romania) the trend is resistance to So-
viet domination and liberation is a precondi-
tion for further progress of socialism. Roma-
nia has already taken its distances from the
USSR. East Germany in 1953, Hungary in
1956, Czechoslovakia in 1968, and presently
Poland are or have been in a state of revolt
against Soviet domination. The last example to
date is Afghanistan, where the Russians claim
to be exporting the revolution and where the
Afghan people is brought to fight a war of na-
tional resistance. Stalin, who in his time was a
better Marxist than his successors, once said
that when the Afghan Emir carried out a
struggle for his country’s independence against
the British government led by the Labour Par-
ty, then the forces of progress were on the side
of the feudal Afghan Emir and not on the Eng-
lish ““Socialists’’. One might apply this analysis
to the present situation and say that in the
struggle between the Soviet army, the so-called
exporter of socialism in Afghanistan, and the
Afghan resistance fighters, be they Muslems,
or so-called backward, the forces of progress
and liberation are on the side of the Afghan
people and not on the side of the Soviet army.

Finally, the third argument, that concerning
security. Kampuchea is said to have *‘threate-
ned’’ Vietnam. One might, however have some
doubts about this claim. How could Kampu-
chea which the Vietnamese army has proven
capable of beating and occupying within a
number of days, really be a threat to Vietnam?
The same goes for the Soviet Union in Afgha-

nistan: that Afghanistan should have threate-

ned the USSR! If one accepts this kind of argu-
ments that certain countries have the right to
invade others to assure their own security, then
we are accepting the law of the jungle as inter-
national rule, or we accept that the ‘‘Realpoli-
tik a la Bismarck’’ is taking the place of prole-
tarian internationalism. On the contrary, the
necessity to respect absolutely the autonomy of
nations should be insisted upon. And of course
not only the nations’ right to self-
determination, but the right of nations and, of
them alone, to carry out their social revolu-
tions brought about by the maturation of in-
ternal class struggles. Because the nation is a
social reality and will remain a historic social
reality for still a very long time.

3. I will now attempt to insert the Kampuchean
question in the framework of the world situa-



tion and would like on that level to make three
observations: firstly, recall the main characte-
ristics of the world situation, secondly, we
should examine the motivations and forms of
Soviet expansionism, and finally look at the
consequences of political options of Vietnam
in the region and on a world scale.

The Present World Situation

The present world situation is the result of the
progressive emergence of two superpowers,
two hegemonies which are still the only two
powers capable of intervention on a world sca-
le. And, as a consequence, capable of either di-
viding or fighting over world domination.
First, the United States after a period of about
thirty years’ competition with Germany over
the succession to the British hegemony, emer-
ged after 1945 as the hegemonic power in the
world capitalist system. Then the USSR, which
until the end of the 1950’s was relatively isola-
ted has succeeded from the beginning of the
1960’s to climb to the rank of superpower,
when gradually obtaining equality of military
power with the United States. What are the
consequences of this progressive emergence of
two superpowers? First of all it has resulted in
reducing the people’s autonomy and as a con-
sequence, the blocking of the progress of so-
cialismm. This is the reason why all the socialist
revolutions are in the final analysis made
against the Soviet Union. I could mention the
examples of Yugoslavia, of Albania, of China
and even of Vietnam and Cuba. On the other
hand, this emergence has led to a double mo-
nolithism. Something which was particularly
evident during the Cold War period: the mo-
nolithism of the capitalist system under the
American leadership and MacCarthysm and
the monolithism of the Soviet system under
Stalin’s leadership. This double monolithism,
by practically reducing to zero the real autono-
my of the peoples, made every progress in class
struggles and every new socialist revolution
more difficult.

But the present world situation is no longer
characterized in the same way as during the
Cold War, or the quarter of a century after
World War Two, by two superpowers each do-
minating in an absolute manner their own zone
of influence, their own system of political and
ideological alliances. Today, the situation is
characterized by their decline. These two su-
perpowers have more and more difficulties to
assert themselves and make themselves accep-
ted in their respective camps. In the Western
camp, Japan and Europe have now reached a

AZANIA (SOUTH AFRICA) IS AN AFRICAN COUNTRY

level of development and economic autonomy
which put them in an entirely different posi-
tion in relation to the United States compared
to the situation just after the Second World
War. The defeat of the US first in Korea in
1950-53, then in Vietnam and Kampuchea in
1975, has created less unfavorable conditions
for the national liberation in Asia and Africa.
In the ex-Socialist camp we have seen the sepa-
ration of China from the Soviet Union from
1960 and a degradation of the Soviet domina-
tion in Eastern Europe. This decline of the two
superpowers, their more and more disputable
capacity to assert their point of view within
their sphere of influence, is significantly incre-
asing the danger of war. The danger of war is
much more serious when the superpowers are
on the decline, because as a result of this decli-
ne they feel potentially more threatened by
their adversary. It is this decline which is con-
sequently the origin of Soviet expansionism.

Why should the Soviet Union be expansio-
nist when it is faced with constant political and
economic problems? It is precisely expansio-
nist because it is faced with these difficulties.
Just as | said before about Vietnam, which has
chosen expansionism because of the difficul-
ties it has itself created. If some people hesita-
te to qualify the Soviet Union as expansionist it
is because, for romantic reasons they continue
to consider this country as socialist. If not so-
cialist, then at least ‘‘half socialist’’, and that
socialism is in contradiction with all forms of
expansionism.

But if one examines objectively the attitude
of the USSR toward China, it is hard not to see
the realities of this systematic expansionist po-
licy. Its objective is to avoid at any price and
by any means that China emerges as a modern,
industrial and military power.

" The Soviet Threat to China

I say China, under whatever system, for the
Soviet Union has adopted the strategic objecti-
ve of opposing all Chinese efforts of moderni-
zation and development, regardless of whether
China be capitalist, revisionist like the USSR,
or authentically socialist. In all cases the emer-
gence of China as an autonomous power
would be seen from Moscow as representing an
eventual adversary. Consequently the main So-

" viet strategy is to try by all means to dismem-

ber China.

Why is this the case and what are the proofs
of this expansionism? Some facts: The USSR
is no longer the second industrial power in the
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world; since a few years the second world indu-
strial power is Japan, the Soviet Union, who
for many years was effectively the second in-
dustrial power after the United States, is now
only the third industrial power. If China was
to emerge as an autonomous power, the Soviet
Union would probably again lose one rank in
the world standing of economic development.
If Europe and Japan succeeded in emancipa-
ting themselves to an even greater degreee than
today from their present partial submission to
the United States, the result would be the mo-
ving from a bipolar constellation of powers to
that of a multipolar world. As far as the Soviet
Union is concerned for, the USSR who pre-
sently competes only with the United States,
this multipolarism would put an end to the
double hegemonism in the world, and thereby
reveal the economic weakness of the USSR.
The bipolar world of today is not based on
economic equality between the two superpo-
wers but rests on a military parity in spite of
the economic and social weakness of the Soviet
Union.

If the emergence of China, together with
that of Europe and Japan, managed to put an
end to the present military bipolarization of
the world, the Soviet Union would be confron-
ted with its own internal difficulties: econo-
mic, social, ideological, political and the pro-
blem of nationalities.

What are the proofs of this Soviet expansio-
nism owards China and of this strategic objec-
tive of disintegration of the Chinese staate? 1
believe that there are many indices that this is
the case and they are not all of new date. |
would like to refer to four examples only.
Firstly, during the period 1945-49, when the
Chinese Communist Party was engaging itself
in the struggle against the Kuomintang to-
wards final victory, the Soviet chose to support
the Chinese nationalists, including military
support, against the Chinese communists.
Moscow wanted to bargain this assistance to
the Kuomintang against the taking-over of the
regions of Sinkiang and Manchuria. Allow me
to remind you that in 1948, shortly before the
victory of the Chinese revolution, the Soviets
attempted to set up a puppet republic in Sin-
kiang and that all the cleverness of the Chinese
Communist Party was necessary to defuse the
situation and recuperate the Sinking.

Second example: during the first five-year
plan, it is known that the Soviets attempted to
separate the industrial economy of Manchuria
from that of the rest of the country and that
they had found allies and friends in this pro-
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ject. The fall of Kao Kang was directly connec-
ted to this episode. Remember also that the
USSR was among the very few who recognized
the puppet State of Manchukuo in 1932.

Soviet Union wants to Dismember China

Third example: a Soviet journalist, Victor
Louis, who is a well-known KGB agent, in a
recently published book has written quite cle-
arly that the principal objective of Soviet poli-
tical strategy is the dismembering of China. Ip
other words to take China back to the situa-
tion of the 19th century when the country was
the victim of imperialist schemes of division of

' China. Those who have doubts about this So-

viet target should read this book. They would
also discover the hitlerian racist language of
Soviet ideologists.

Finally fourth example: the invasion of Af-
ghanistan. This is not an unimportant matter.
The Afghanistan invasion has, among other
motives, the objective of preventing the degra-
dation of ‘*big Russian” domination on Tur-
kestan. I say Turkestan, because the division
of Turkestan in the four artificial republics of
Kaazak, Kirghiz, Turkmen und Uzbek corre-
sponds to an artificial division of four peoples
with the same Turk language and a cultural af-
finity which in the past constituted one
nation, the Turk nation of Turkistan. These
are some elements which show that when the
Chinese speak of the **new tsars’’ and Soviet
expansionism, of the Soviet strategy of encirc-
lement of China and of Soviet opposition to
the modernization and reenforcement of Chi-
na, this is not empty talk. These are speaking
of a reality. A very strong reality which must
be kept in mind.

What hence are the consequences of the po-
sitions taken by the present Vietnamese leader-
ship? By getting bogged down in the occupa-
tion of Kampuchea and Laos, Vietnam beco-
mes progressively an instrument of the Soviet
strategy of encircling China. Willingly or un-
willingly, by fighting against the Kampuchean
people Vietnam falls into an increasing depen-
dance towards the Soviet Union. Soviet mate-
riel, weapons, oil, etc. are necessary for the
Vietnamese war effort. Through this depen-
dency Vietnam becomes more and more an in-
strument of Soviet policy. This is the reason
why the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops
from Kampuchea 1s an absolute precondition
for the struggle for socialism. Not only for the
struggle for socialism in Kampuchea, but for
socialism in Vietnam. There will not be any so-
cialist progress in Vietnam as long as Hanoi
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has not withdrawn its troops from Kampuchea
and the leadership has refused to become an
instrument of Soviet policy in its designs on
China.

4. In conclusion, I would like to answer very
briefly to the question: What is to be done in
the actual situation? 1 would propose the
strengthening of non-alignment as the pnimary
task, the main strategic obiective of our time.
By non-alignment of course 1 mean non-
alignment on any of the two superpowers, the
United States and the USSR. Real non-
alignment is the only method of increasing the

space for the autonomy of the peoples, and
thereby is an absolutely necessary condition
for the development of the forces of socialism.
At present, non-alignment is an entity of Third
World countries, who, because of their econo-
mic weaknesses, are often little non-aligned.
But this non-alignment if it could be reenfor-
ced by a consistent support of Japan, Europe
and China would be an essential and worth-
while task. Through such a development it
would be possible to spare the peoples of the
world the tragic dilemma which we are con-
fronted by: Chile or Afghanistan and Kampu-
chea.

Assessment of the CCP‘s Assessment of the
Cultural Revolution and Mao Ze Dong

The Central Committee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party has now made its long awaited
historical assessment of the Cultural Revolu-
tion and Mao Ze Dong’s role as a Marxist re-
volutionary. It also sums up the years of socia-
list construction from 1949. The main aim of
the Resolution is obviously an attempt to put
the Cultural Revolution into perspective and
Mao’s role in it. Basically the Resolution re-
jects the  Cultural Revolution  as
“catastrophic’’ and makes a distinction bet-
ween Mao's alleged ‘‘Left’’ deviation and his
contributions as leader of the Chinese Revolu-
tion before the period of his **Left’’ deviation.
It makes a difference between his scientific
contributions known as Mao Ze Dong
Thought and his later ‘‘mistakes’’.

Since the death of Mao Ze Dong the infant
but developing Marxist-Leninist movement
and other supporters of China have been con-
fused over the question of events in China rela-
ting to the Cultural Revolution and the role of
Mao Ze Dong. The current Resolution and the
rejection of the Cultural Revolution as a disa-
ster to the Chinese nation will add to that con-
fusion, and many will regard China as rever-
ting to revisionism.

The Resolution speaks of ‘‘Left’ errors
committed since 1958, the period of the Great
Leap Forward, based on the desire for ‘‘quick
results’ and “‘overestimating the role of man’s
subjective will and efforts.’”” It says further
that after the general line was formulated, the
Great Leap Forward and the movement for ru-
ral people’s communes ‘‘were initiated without
careful study and investigation and without
proper experimentation.’” That Mao erred

again during the latter part of 1959 in “‘initia-
ting criticism of Peng Dehuai and then in laun-
ching a Party-wide struggle against ‘Right op-
portunism’.’”” Nevertheless, ‘‘Left’ errors in
the principles guiding economic work were not
only not eradicated but actually grew in the
spheres of politics, ideology and culture. At
the 10 Plenary Session of the Party’s Eighth
Central Committee in September 1962, Com-
rade Mao Ze Dong widened and absolutized
the class struggle, which exists only within cer-
tain limits in socialist society, and carried for-
ward the viewpoint he had advanced after the
anti-Rightist struggle in 1957 that the contra-
diction between the proletariat and the bourge-
oisie remained the principal contradiction in
our society. He went a step further and asser-
ted that, throughout the historical period of
socialism, the bourgeoisie would continue to
exist and would attempt a comeback and beco-
me the source of revisionism inside the Party.”
Thus the resolution states quite clearly that the
roots of Mao’s “*Left’’ deviation dates back to
the anti-Rightist campaign. Here it is not only
the error of the Cultural Revolution; Mao’s
“‘mistakes”’ went much further back and had a
harmful effect on socialist development in Chi-
na.

The Resolution repudiates Mao's thesis that
*“class struggle, class contradictions and clas-
ses’’ exist throughout the historical period of
socialism, and states on the other hand, ‘‘that
class struggle exists in socialist society to a cer-
tain extent’’ but “‘class struggle no longer con-
stitutes the principal contradiction after the ex-
ploiters have been eliminated as a class.”
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The Main Contradiction in China Today

And in place of the principal contradiction
between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat it
is now between ‘‘the advanced social system
and the backward productive forces This
was Liu Shaoqi’s theory in 1957. The Resolu-
tion also states that there is no such thing as a
bourgeoisie inside the Party nor can there be
so. “‘Under socialist conditions, there is no
economic or political basis for carrving out a
great political revolution in which "‘one class
overthrows another.”’

While paying tribute to Mao Ze Dong as the
leader of the Chinese Revolution (‘‘the greatest
national figure in Chinese history’” — Hu Yao-
bang) and his many contributions to Marxism-
Leninism and while acknowledging Mao Ze
Dong Thought as a guiding philosophy for
China’s socialist construction the Resolution
makes no bones that it rejects all that the Cul-
tural Revolution stood for and even some of
Mao's earlier policies.

Its conception of Mao Ze Dong’s Thought
will not be the same as that of others. It is not
only the Mao of the Cultural Revolution that is
being discarded but also the Mao of 1958 who
launched mass campaigns against Rightists and
intellectuals. Whether we will see Mao's wri-
tings after 1956 is a moot point. Again and
again the resolution states that things were
going well up to 1956, up to the time that *‘the
general line for socialist industrialization, and
for socialist transformation of agriculture,
handicrafts, and capitalist industry and com-
merce step by step over a fairly long period.”
It sees the main task of the socialist construc-
tion of the future as one of economic construc-
tion and modernization and the concomitant
raising of the people’s living standards. **This
revolution,”” it states, ‘‘is not carried out
through fierce class confrontation and con-
flict, but through the strength of the socialist
system itself, under leadership, step by step
and in an orderly way.”’ In other words socia-
lism through dictat mainly.

The Resolution does not discuss the many is-
sues that the Cultural Revolution took up,
does not discuss the question of revisionism,
but merely rejects them out of hand. It labels
them being ‘‘Left’’ errors. Mao's mistakes are
separated from that of the Gang of Four who
were double dealers and conspirators while it is
admitted that Mao put the Four into impor-
tant positions although he later turned against
them.

The Resolution condemns what it calls
“‘the preposterous theory of productive
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forces’’ and yet in many ways an understan-
ding of the “‘theory of Productive Forces’' is a
key to an understanding of the Cultural Revo-
lution.

No Discussion of Revisionism

Large chunks of what is associated with the
Cultural Revolution is not dealt with here. For
example the whole question of the rise of revi-
sionism in the Soviet Union and the degenera-
tion of the Russian Revolution into a capitalist
and imperialist power. And yet the emergence
of revisionism in the Soviet Union is another
key to the understanding of the Cultural Revo-
lution which traces its genesis in the Sino-
Soviet dispute. The reference to the struggle
against the Soviet Union is not regarded as a
struggle against revisionism but against ‘‘big-
power chauvinism."

Mao’s polemic with the Soviet Union over
the attitude to be taken in the struggle against
U.S. Imperialism, his condemnation of Kru-
schev for revising important principles of Mar-
xism in the name of ““peaceful coexistence, pe-
aceful competition and peaceful transition”’,
his call to the Soviet Union to fully support the
national liberation struggles which were the
“‘storm centres’’ of the world revolution, his
defence of Stalin as a great Marxist-Leninist,
(although he was also critical of Stalin’s mista-
kes), all turned out to be correct. He re-
invigorated Marxism in his polemics with the
Soviet Union over many of the burning que-
stions of the time and showed it to be the li-
ving, dynamic force it is. Mao’s polemic with
the Soviet Union which in themselves are rich
in the theoretical propositions of Marxism-
Leninism led him 1o connect the Soviet betray-
al with the rise of a new privileged class in the
Soviet Union that exploited the Soviet people.
“‘Kruschev’s Phoney Communism and its Hi-
storical Lessons for the World’* was the first
shot in this direction.

The example of the degeneration of the So-
viet Union, the uprising in Hungary in 1956
made him to turn his attention to the question
of revisionism in China itself especially since
during the period of the Great Leap Forward
and the institution of the commune system he
was engaged n struggles with some of the lea-
ding members of the CCP, Since then the que-
stion of the degeneration of the Soviet Union
has become a crucial question in the internatio-
nal communist movement leading to a split in
the movement. There were many key questions
involved, but a major one was what policies
must a country that has taken the socialist road
adopt to prevent the restoration of capitalism.
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For the building of a socialist society had to
come to grips with the actual contradictions in
the process of socialist development. It was
this problem that Mao tried to come to grips
with. It was a supremely important movement
for the future of the world communist move-
ment. The Cultural Revolution which was me-
ant to consolidate the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat was based on the premise that the su-
perstructure must conform to the economic
base and that there was the need for a through
going revolution on the political and ideologi-
cal fronts. It was abundantly clear to Mao that
a change in the economic mode of production
was not sufficient to guarantee China’s socia-
list road. Even more socialist economic con-
struction itself could be accelerated on the ba-
sis of the masses armed with a revolutionary
consciousness. Berween the revolution on the
political and ideological fronts and economic
advance there was an organic link.

" The Cultural Revolution threw up many the-
oretical propositions from a Marxist point of
view concerning society and social transforma-
tion. Apart from actually trying to transform
the superstructure, it brought up many que-
stions about the ‘‘theory of human nature'’;
““fight self, fight revisionism’' was another im-
portant slogan which made the individual not
only the subject of revolution but also the ob-
ject; between doctors and patients, teachers
and students, officers and soldiers, workers
and management, there were qualitatively dif-
ferent relations attempted. The socialist *‘new
things'' like the barefoot doctors took a quali-
tatively different attidude to medicine and the
masses; and so on.

There is the implication that the Cultural
Revolution was linked to a ‘‘personality cult”’
{presumably that of Mao) and that the long
traditions of feudalism in China were the brec-
ding ground for this (obviously likened to the
masses worship of the monarchy). But the enti-
re Cultural Revolution was based on political
questions that were the key to the socialist fu-
ture of China.

Road Upto 1956 Correct

What the Resolution says in no uncertain
words — it in fact reiterates it — is that the ro-
ad followed upto 1956 was correct (up to the
enunciation of the General Line) and thereaf-
ter with the numerous mass and class cam-
paigns that Mao initiated the situation in Chi-
na began to deteriorate and that it reached its
highest point with the catastrophic Cultural
Revolution. Mao absolutized the class struggle

which according to the current leadership of
the CCP only exists to a certain extent. It does
not attempt to define in precise terms what
constitutes the class struggle apart from men-
tioning in a rather vague way that it is related
to external forces and some domestic causes.
Flowing logically from this conclusion of the
CCP leadership is the concept of the develop-
ment of the productive forces and especially
economic construction as the main tasks. The-
re is the need for political and ideological edu-
cation but nothing of the kind that occurred
during the time of the Cultural Revolution.
That is to be avoided at all costs. The method
is to be one of criticism and self criticism.

In keeping with this conclusion the Party is
reverting to the positions of 1956. *‘The Party
has worked conscientiously to remedy the er-
rors in rural work since the later stage of the
movement for agricultural co-operation, with
the result that the purchase prices of farm and
sideline products have been raised, various
forms of production responsibility introduced,
whereby remuneration is determined by farm
output, family plots have been restored and
appropriately extended, village fairs have been
revived, and sideline occupations and diverse
undertakings have been developed.’’ This is
what is meant by creating ‘‘those specific
forms of the relations of production that cor-
responds to the needs of the growing producti-
ve forces.”

The Resolution talks about the elimination
of classes and yet the presence of class struggle
which at times might even become “‘acute’’.

Mao was very specific. He said that ‘‘clas-
ses, class contradictions and class struggle’’
exist throughout the historical period of socia-
lism. This is what the Resolution refers to as
‘‘absolutization’’ of the class struggle and evi-
dently disagrees with Mao's characterisation
of the period of socialism. In rejecting this the-
sis and in reverting back to the thesis that the
principal contradiction is between the ‘‘back-
ward productive forces and the advanced so-
cial system"’’ the Resolution goes right back to
the acceptance of Liu Shao Chi’s thesis. This
viewpoint cannot but put emphasis upon the
development of the productive forces as the
principal aim of socialist development, since
classes have been eliminated (although in a pe-
culiar kind of way class struggle still exists) na-
turally the development of the productive for-
ces must be the principal aim in moving to-
wards a socialist society. No wonder the reso-
lution comes out very heavily in condemnation
of the ‘“‘productive forces” theory, a theory
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that came under heavy attack during the Cul-
tural Revolution. For the productive forces
theory sees the primacy of socialist develop-
ment stemming from the public ownership of
the means of production and the development
of the productive forces. The productive for-
ces theory adopts a mechanistic line to socialist
development. It overlooks the actual contra-
dictions that exist during the phase after the
bourgeois class and state have been overth-
rown and when the process of Socialist con-
struction has begun. For the overthrow of the
bourgeois state does not mean that the socialist
revolution has won, it means that it has just
begun, the only difference being that the prole-
tariat has won the necessary state power to be-
gin the actual transformation of society to-
wards socialism and communism. But this
transformation takes place under the condi-
tions of the actual contradictions that the new
socialist state inherits from the past exploitati-
ve society which Marx said is "'deeply scarred
with the past’’.

In an underdeveloped country like China
where the working class is not in a majority
and is surrounded on all sides by a sea of petty
bourgeois commodity production (the peasan-
try as a class is fundamentally petty bourgeois
since his fidelity is to the possession of his own
piece of land) a major task of the socialist re-
volution is not only the question of industriali-
sation along socialist lines but also the trans-
formation of the vast sea of petty bourgeois
producers, not only in the agricultural field in
the countryside but also with the handicraft
producers and commercial retailers in the ur-
ban areas. For this reason a proper relation
between agriculture and industrialisation is of
cardinal importance in the actual conditions of
socialist construction in a country like China.
(Hence the relevance also of the Kampuchean
revolution when large numbers of people from
the over-swollen cities had to be removed to
the countryside). Old fashioned views on the
primitive accumulation of capital which leads
to the exploitation of the peasantry by the in-
dustrial sector and which leads to an over-
emphasis on heavy industry results in an exa-
cerbation of class relationships between the
working class and the peasantry, the town and
countryside and agriculture and industry. The
handling of the peasant question is a key to the
advancement of the developing socialist rela-
tions of production. The development of the
productive forces has to be undertaken in such
a way that the new socialist relations of pro-
duction are constantly kept in mind, and their
impairment never overlooked.
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Economic Base and Superstructure

All other political and social and cultural rela-
tions have to conform to the new relations of
production and to the economic base. Educa-
tion, art and literature, foreign relations, etc.
has to proceed in such a way that the old ine-
qualities are not buttressed. In education for
example if the old forms of bourgeois educa-
tional relations prevail then the children of
workers and peasants will be disadvantaged
and the children of the old bourgeois classes,
the Party cadres and bureaucrats will find pri-
vileged access. There is not only the question
of changing the purpose of education, of gi-
ving it a socialist content, of combining it with
the development of production but it must also
serve the new relations of production. Educa-
tion in a socialist country must serve the needs
and purposes of the proletarian revolution. So
too with the training of technicians, specialists,
skilled workers, particularly in an underdeve-
loped country undertaking socialist industriali-
zation. The danger is that the emergence of
these new forces of production must not con-
stitute a separate class of privileged elements
lording it over the masses, their children ha-
ving privileged access to education, etc. Hence
the concept of being both red and expert, the
need to restrict bourgeois right (not abolish it,
not the creation of absolute equalitarianism).
The concept of red and expert translated into
reality means having a high degree of revolu-
tionary proletarian consciousness and expert
skill which is put to the use of the purposes of
the proletarian revolution.

Hence the productive forces theory under-
plays the absolute necessity to transform all re-
lations of production, and the relationship bet-
ween the economic base and superstructure in
the interests of the proletarian revolution. Eco-
nomic production must proceed in such way
that it serves the new relations of production.
This is what is meant by putting ‘‘politics in
command”’. For this reason the march towards
a truly socialist and communist society must
proceed on the basis of not only transforming
the relationships between the economic base
and the superstructure, but in imbuing the
masses With a high degree of revolutionary
consciousness, and practising mass democra-
cy.

A corollary of the productive forces theory
15 not so much a reliance on the masses as on
the use of the State, and administrative measu-
res in developing the productive forces, on ma-
terial, incentives. Some of these measures are
necessary, but as Marx said of all the producti-
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ve forces labour itself is the greatest productive
force. This labour does not have to act in an
anarchistic and indisciplined manner but ar-
med with revolutionary consciousness and mo-
bilised by its vanguard Party becomes a mate-
rial force in the socialist transformation and
development of production greater than any-
thing else. This is what the Cultural Revolution
attempted. (This is the weapon of theory that
Marx referred to).

Socialist Production Must be Guided by
Policies, Lines, Tasks

The Resplution talks about the four princi-
ples in upholding the socialist road, i.e. the lea-
dership of the Communist Party, Marxism-
Leninism-Mao Ze Dong-Thought, the dicta-
torship of the proletariat and the socialist ro-
ad. But these four principles tell us nothing in
terms of the reality of today. The supreme que-
stion for us in our era is how to consolidate the
dictatorship of the proletariat — because that
is what the socialist road means — in the light
of emergence of revisionism in the Soviet Uni-
on and the restoration of capitalism. For the
dictatorship of the proletariat does not only
mean the democracy for the masses and dicta-
torship over the exploiting classes, it also me-
ans the implementation of particular lines, po-
licies, etc. in the advance towards socialism
and communism. Under the conditions of the
dictatorship of the proletariat class struggle
and the advance towards socialism crystallises
around the implementation of particular lines
and policies and these particular lines and poli-
cies constitute class struggle between the socia-
list road and the capitalist road. This is also
what the step by step advance towards socia-
lism means, confronting the actual contradic-
tions that the proletariat comes to understand
in the course of its advance. The degeneration
of socialism in the Soviet Union led Mao to an
analysis of revisionism and the struggle against
it which culminated in the Cultural Revolu-
tion. For Marxist-Leninists of today it is an hi-
storical question of how to make the socialist
revolution and yet at the same time to take
steps to prevent the restoration of a new bour-
geoisie, using the state as the main form of a
new class domination. This is the new question
that the revolutionaries of our generation have
to face and the Cultural Revolution was the
first major shot in this direction.

This is why the Cultural Revolution had to
be a complete revolution in itself, mobilising
people in their millions. And it is for this rea-
son that many feel that of the many great con-
tributions that Mao Ze Dong made to

——— ———

Marxism-Leninism this was perhaps his grea-
test. .

Socialist Spiritual Civilisstion

The Chinese Communist Party nowadays
talks about building a new *‘socialist spiritual
civilisation’’. But that sounds so much like
Christian humanism. As Marx said, the philo-
sophers have interpreted the worid. The thing
is to change it. And to change it from the point
of view of historical and dialectical materia-
lism means to deal with the actual contradic-
tions arising from class struggle rather than tal-
king about new ethical refations, etc. It is like
Liu Shao Chi’s theories about ‘“‘How to be a
Good Communist’’ i.e. by practising all kinds
of socialist moralistic principles. But the dicta-
torship of the proletariat is something more
than that. It deals with the actual contradic-
tions that advance the socialist road. The so-
cialist morality of the individual relates to the
individual's relationship to the socialist needs
of society. But it can in no way be separated
from carrying out those policies that advance
the socialist road. Undoubtedly Mao’s articles
like *“*Serve the People’’, *“The Foolish Old
Man who Removed the Mountains’’, ‘‘In Me-
mory of Norman Bethune'' are all writings
which inculcate in the individual a sense of so-
cialist morality and they were widely publicised
during the Cultural Revolution. But they were
not separate and apart from the actual policies
that had to be implemented at a particular
juncture of the socialist revolution involving
transformation of the superstructure and mass
democracy.

The mass line is something deeper than me-
rely consulting the masses. It is based on a firm
faith that *‘the people, and the people alone
are the motive force in the making of world hi-
story."” It is not a question of leading the peo-
ple like sheep towards the socialist road, but
making the masses the very frontal force of so-
cialist change. The Communist Party is not so-
mething that stands above the masses. It must
be wholly involved with the masses in bringing
about socialist transformations and the Party
members deserve the name of Communist van-
guard elements by undergoing such a process
of intense struggles involved with the masses.
Communism cannot be built by administrative
decrees. They must involve the masses on the
basis of a deep and high revolutionary consci-
ousness with which the Party must arm the
masses so that they can fulfill their historic
mission of liberating society and mankind. So
between the Party and the masses there is a

45



AZANIA (SOUTH AFRICA) IS AN AFRICAN COUNTRY

continual dialectical interaction in which the
Party itself purifies itself by being engaged
with the masses in socialist transformation.
This was one of the cardinal principles during
the Cultural Revolution.

Rectification and Transformation

The Resolution condemns mass campaigns
and seems to opt for criticism and mass criti-
cism in the manner of Christian preaching as a
solution to problems. Ironically while on the
one hand it states that one of Mao’s major
contributions was the rectification campaign it
seems intent to shun it. It limits the concept of
Rectification to criticism and self criticism
when it was fulsome airing of views publicly.
And yet the Rectification Campaign — which
certainly was a major contribution of Mao to
Marxism-Leninism — was meant to mobilise
the masses around specific campaigns aimed at
advancing the socialist cause. It was aimed at
elevating revolutionary consciousness so that
theory could be better linked to social practice.
The Cultural Revolution was such a Rectifica-
tion Campaign aimed at preventing the rise of
revisionism by building *‘‘socialist new things'’,
and instituting a whole series of policies which
would prevent the emergence of a new bour-
geoisie. (It was the Yenan Movement on a bro-
ader and deeper scale). In the current cam-
paign to criticise the author of *‘Unrequited
Love’ and other such writers, the method of
approach is to address these writers and to ask
them to correct their erroneous viewpoints
which are detrimental to the cause of socia-
lism. This is the method of criticism and self-
criticism. There is frank admission ‘‘of bour-
geois liberalisin of certain people on the ideo-
logical front™'. (Obviously all intellectuals are
not quite part of the working class}). But the
Cultural Revolution attempted to do some-
thing more. Not only did it point out the theo-
retical basis of proletarian literature which re-
quired that the petit bourgeois writer and artist
had to go deep among the masses in order to
serve them the better but it also attempted to
develop writing from among the masses them-
selves, so that literature and art did not beco-
me the domain of the petit bourgeois educated
classes constantly trying to serve the masses
but became the initiative of the masses them-
selves. This mass art and writing was a great in-
novation of the Cultural Revolution. This is
not to deny that there were grave abuses too
and that a large number of writers and artists
were unnecessarily persecuted for being bour-
geois, etc. But surely this approach to the who-
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le question of literature and art involving the
masses is a far more correct approach than
constant moral exhortations about the correct
proletarian approach.

Uninterrupted Revolution

The Resolution derides the concept of “‘conti-
nuing the revolution under the conditions of
the dictatorship of the proletariat™. But this is
a theoretically correct concept. For the tasks of
the socialist revolution are not over — they
are just being tackled — and the inequalities
are many and will take a longtime overcoming
— the inequalities of bourgeois right, between
men and women, town and country, industry
and agriculture, mental and manual work, etc.
They are monumental tasks in overcoming.
And the Communist Party will only be able to
lead the masses in overcoming these problems
if it does not loose its vigilance, thinks that the
revolution is over with the public ownership of
the means of production and goes to sleep.
The revolution must continue when imperia-
lism is still alive, when the vast majority of the
countries and peoples of the world are crushed
under imperialist exploitaion, and when a new
imperialist war is looming on the horizon. The
Communist revolution, as Marx said in the
‘Communist Manifesto’’ is the most radical
rupture with the existing structures of society.
It revolutionises every aspect of social relations
in the most through going way. The Party ba-
sing itself on the masses must know how to
mobilise the masses step by step along this ro-
ad and to make even the kind of qualitative le-
ap that the Cultural Revolution attempted.

The Resolution denounces the idea that the-
re can be a ‘‘political revolution under socialist
conditions’’ but the most through going at-
tempts at proletarianization of social relations
and social structures of society that the Cultu-
ral Revolution attempted against the obstacles
placed by revisionist elements did mean such a
political revolution.

The Resolution criticises the fact that small
differences were regarded as resulting from
class struggle and that the scope of the class
struggle was wrongly expanded. The Cultural
Revolution as a political revolution aimed at
consolidating the dietatorship of the proleta-
riat and based on the theoretical concept of
continuing the revolution under the conditions
of the dictatorship of the proletariat was a ma-
jor revolutionary struggle, not an exaggeration
of small differences. Certainly a large number
of unnecessary abuses occurred, large numbers
of people weré unnecessarily persecuted and
tortured and all kinds of careerists, opportu-
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nists and conspirators tried to take advantage
of it — like Lin Biao. That was unavoidable in
a mass movement of such proportions and
Mao himself admitted that the cost was heavy.

But Mao’s obvious purpose was to break
away from the old model of development that
was still heavily indebted to the Soviet model
and which relied too heavily on a bureaucratic
and elitist state apparatus that increasingly be-
came separated from the masses and which
eventually led to the restoration of capitalism
in the Soviet Union. He wished to totally re-
direct the nature of socialist transformation in
the country so that it would reflect the true in-
terests of the mass of the people and not give
rise to a new bourgeoisie that would appro-
priate the fruits of the working class and the
masses while mouthing socialist slogans. It was
a herculean task but he approached it with the
courage of a dauntless Communist revolutio-
nary totally devoted to the cause of the tri-
umph of the communist revolution.

The Principles of Cultural Revolution Correct

What is more important is to pursue the cor-
rect road of the Cultural Revolution, throwing
out the ultra leftist excesses and undertaking a
proper and correct synthesis of those policies
that were positive and which contributed posi-
tively to the socialist road and the prevention
of the rise of revisionism and the consolidation
of the dictatorship of the proletariat. Mao
himself did not undertake such a synthesis but
it was left to his successos to do it. This does
not mean that the debate about the Cultural
Revolution and its positive lessons are over in
China. Whatever might have been his errors
Mao Ze Dong posed important questions for
the future of socialist construction in China,
and he offered solutions too. Again and again
the Chinese revolutionaries will be called to go
back to them in the course of their onward
march, for the questions he posed are of cru-
cial importance and cannot be ignored.

The Cultural Revolution that Mao launched
and set into motion sounded a chord in the he-
arts and minds of millions of oppressed peo-
ples all over the world and it gave rise to the
emergence of a new International Marxist-
Leninist movement that was slowly groping its
way to maturity after the revisionist betrayal.
After the betrayal of Marxism by the Soviet
Union he gave it a new living breadth. That sa-
me M-L movement the current.leadership ap-
pears loth to support while the door has been
opened to well tried revisionists like those of
the Italian and Spanish Communist Parties,

both of whom have renounced the dictatorship
of the proletariat. The current attitude of the
Chinese leadership seems to be that the revolu-
tionaries in each country must undertake the
revolution in their countries and work out its
tactics and strategy. This of course, is correct
but it is a departure from the days when the
CCP actively encouraged and supported the
development of the revolutionary M-L forces
in each country whilst not playing the role of
big brother.

Nobody can disagree with the great tasks of
socialist modernization and the creation of a
“‘socialist spiritual civilization‘* that the CCP
has set itself. They are correct goals the success
of which will be a major contribution to the
progress of world civilization. But socialist
modernization must be strictly accompanied
by putting *‘politics in command'‘ by consoli-
dating the dictatorship of the proletariat in all
the spheres of political, social, economic and
cultural life, which is what the Cultural Revo-
lution set out to do. Modernization in itself
will not resolve the question of elimination
class differences without a thorough going re-
volution on the political and ideological
fronts. Mao defined the era of socialism as one
of “*class struggle, struggle for production and
scientific experiment‘‘. That is just about an
accurate and succinct definition of the princi-
pal tasks of the socialist revolution after the
bourgeois state has been overthrown. ‘‘Grasp
Revolution, Promote Production‘‘ was a ma-
jor slogan of the Cultural Revolution. Trai-
ning technicians from the working class and
working masses — at the Shanghai Machine
Tools Plant — was loudly advertised of how
there could be the more correct combination
of red and expert.

The Future for Azanian Marxist-Leninists

It would be wrong to think that all the les-
sons of the Cultural Revolution have been lost.
In paying tribute to Mao‘s contributions the
Resolution acclaims many things that even
those who castigate China for having become
revisionist would agree with. For example it
says ‘“We must strengthen and improve ideolo-
gical and political work and educate the people
and youth in Marxist world outlook and com-
munist morality; we must persistently carry
out the educational policy which calls for an
all-round development morally, intellectually
and physically, for being both red and expert,
for integration of the intellectuals with the
workers and peasants and the combination of
mental and physical labour. ..** And indeed
on the question of mass line and the question
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of “‘ideological and political work and cultural
work . .. the theses that ideological and politi-
cal work is the life-blood of economic and all
other works and that it is necessary to unite po-
litics and economics and to unite politics and
professional skills, and to be both red and ex-
pert..."" So where is the difference. The diffe-
rence lay not in the moral exhortations of these
important truths but the integration of these
theoretical propositions into social practice.
That is precisely what Mao attempted to do
with the Cultural Revolution. It is not the que-
stion of the mere mouthing of the slogans but
their actual applications in organisational
forms. These were important theses of the Cul-
tural 'Revolution and the fact that they are re-
asserted shows their potency above everything
else. '

For us in Azania where we have yet to build
a Marxist-Leninist Party and achieve hegemo-
ny in the national struggle, our task is not to be
following this wind or that. We must learn
from the positive and negative experiences of
all the great revolutions, past and present and
integrate them to the concrete conditions of
the national/class struggle in our country, We
cannot allow ourselves to be split over whether
we support the current leadership or not. Chi-

na supports our national liberation struggle
without imposing any strings upon our move-
ments. She does not play a hegemonistic role.
This is important to our struggle. As Azanian
revolutionaries our main task is ro make the
revolution in our country based on the tea-
chings of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin, Mao Ze
Dong, including the lessons of the Cultural Re-
volution (we should not be afraid to debate its
merits and demerits fearlessly amongst oursel-
ves), the Yenan Rectification Movement, the
Kampuchean struggle, etc. In the past the CCP
encouraged the revolutionary forces and China
acted as a centre for the newly developing
Marxist-Leninist forces who found strength
and great encouragement from this support.
This support is not there anymore. But
Marxist-Leninists must organize and perhaps
amongst themselves find ways and means of
supporting one another.

In the international arena China is still a vi-
tal force for progress and in the forefront of
the struggle against social-imperialism. She is
not an expansionist power threatening the na-
tional independence of countries and nations.
This is very important for the struggle of the
peoples of the world while many might que-
stion some aspects of her foreign policies.

The Cultural Revolution, Revisionism, and the

Theory of Productive Forces

(An extract from the Monthly Review publica-
tion of Mao’s ‘Critique of Soviet Economics'

These writings of Mao Ze Dong, brought to-
gether here under the title A Critigue of Soviet
Economics, date from the period during and
immediately after the Great Leap Forward, a
time when the Chinese Revolution began to
break decisively with the Soviet Union and its
model of development. With the Great Leap, a
distinctive Chinese road to socialism emerged.
But it was a road paved with a decade of con-
troversy over the course of China’s socialist
development. At the heart of many of those di-
sputes within the Chinese Communist Party
was the question of the applicability of the
Russian experience to building socialism in
China.

In analyzing their own society, the Chinese
Communists have long studied the Russian Re-
volution for inspiration and practical sugge-
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explaining the political theses on which the
Cultural Revolution was based).

stions, as well as for a general perspective on
the course of their own revolution. To them,
the Soviet Union is a model from which both
negative and positive lessons can be drawn.
Thus it is not surprising to find Mao, at such a
pivotal stage in the Chinese Revolution as the
Great Leap, once again turning to a study of
Soviet experience. This time he did 50 through
a critique of two Soviet books, Political Eco-
nomy: A Textbook and Joseph Stalin’s Econo-
mic Problems of Socialism in the USSR. By
the time Mao wrote his critique, however, he
had moved away from trying to adapt Soviet
methods, as he and other party leaders had
sought to do in the early 1950s, and instead be-
gan to advocate strongly a wide range of alter-
natives.

A Critigue of Soviet Economics can usefully
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from the positive and negative experiences of
all the great revolutions, past and present and
integrate them to the concrete conditions of
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cannot allow ourselves to be split over whether
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na supports our national liberation struggle
without imposing any strings upon our move-
ments. She does not play a hegemonistic role.
This is important to our struggle. As Azanian
revolutionaries our main task is ro make the
revolution in our country based on the tea-
chings of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin, Mao Ze
Dong, including the lessons of the Cultural Re-
volution (we should not be afraid to debate its
merits and demerits fearlessly amongst oursel-
ves), the Yenan Rectification Movement, the
Kampuchean struggle, etc. In the past the CCP
encouraged the revolutionary forces and China
acted as a centre for the newly developing
Marxist-Leninist forces who found strength
and great encouragement from this support.
This support is not there anymore. But
Marxist-Leninists must organize and perhaps
amongst themselves find ways and means of
supporting one another.

In the international arena China is still a vi-
tal force for progress and in the forefront of
the struggle against social-imperialism. She is
not an expansionist power threatening the na-
tional independence of countries and nations.
This is very important for the struggle of the
peoples of the world while many might que-
stion some aspects of her foreign policies.

The Cultural Revolution, Revisionism, and the

Theory of Productive Forces

(An extract from the Monthly Review publica-
tion of Mao’s ‘Critique of Soviet Economics*

These writings of Mao Ze Dong, brought to-
gether here under the title A Critigue of Soviet
Economics, date from the period during and
immediately after the Great Leap Forward, a
time when the Chinese Revolution began to
break decisively with the Soviet Union and its
model of development. With the Great Leap, a
distinctive Chinese road to socialism emerged.
But it was a road paved with a decade of con-
troversy over the course of China’s socialist
development. At the heart of many of those di-
sputes within the Chinese Communist Party
was the question of the applicability of the
Russian experience to building socialism in
China.

In analyzing their own society, the Chinese
Communists have long studied the Russian Re-
volution for inspiration and practical sugge-
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stions, as well as for a general perspective on
the course of their own revolution. To them,
the Soviet Union is a model from which both
negative and positive lessons can be drawn.
Thus it is not surprising to find Mao, at such a
pivotal stage in the Chinese Revolution as the
Great Leap, once again turning to a study of
Soviet experience. This time he did so through
a critique of two Soviet books, Political Eco-
nomy: A Textbook and Joseph Stalin’s Econo-
mic Problems of Socialism in the USSR. By
the time Mao wrote his critique, however, he
had moved away from trying to adapt Soviet
methods, as he and other party leaders had
sought to do in the early 1950s, and instead be-
gan to advocate strongly a wide range of alter-
natives.

A Critigue of Soviet Economics can usefully



AZANIA (SOUTH AFRICA) IS AN AFRICAN COUNTRY

that the growing reliance on industrial and
technical development concentrated in the ci-
ties at the expense of pushing the social revolu-
tion in the countryside would exacerbate the
very contradictions that had to be overcome to
transform China into an industrialized, socia-
list society.

But not until April of 1956, in his speech
“‘On the Ten Major Relationships,’’ did Mao
directly challenge the Soviet model’s reliance
of primitive accumulation at the expense of the
peasantry.

. Mao sharply criticized the Soviet’s *‘lopsi-
ded stress on heavy industry to the neglect of
agriculture and light industry.” Calling for a
reduction in the absolute priority given to hea-
vy industry, he argued that increased invest-
ment in light industry and agriculture serves
the daily needs of the people while actually
speeding up the accumulation of ‘*capital’’ for
heavy industry. To implement this proposal,
Mao urged local authonties to take greater ini-
tiative, criticizing the Soviet Union for *‘con-
centrating everything in the hands of central
authorities, shackling the local authorities and
denying them the right of independent
action,”” Administrative costs had to be cut,
the staff of the national bureaucracies slashed
by twothirds. Unified planning and discipline
under a strong center were still essential, he in-
sisted, but this was not the same as the domi-
nation of ministries administering a Soviet-
style centralization.

Instead of taking the surplus from the rural
areas, therefore, Mao argued that the Chinese
labor force, agricultural and industrial alike,
had to significantly increase its productivity.
In this way, a truly industrialized socialist so-
ciety could develop. The worker-peasant al-
liance would be strengthened rather than torn
apart by a sharp clash between rural and urban
interests. And by avoiding the imposition of a
special burden on the peasants, a powerful, re-
pressive state apparatus would not be needed
to extract surplus production.

With his speech *‘On the Ten Major Rela-
tionships,”’ as Mao later said, we ‘‘made a
start in proposing our own line for construc-
tion.”” Mao for the first time clearly rejected
the idea of development through a privileged
sector (heavy industry, and only later the other
sectors) and distinct phases (first in material
progress, only later in social relations and ide-
ology). The entire nation, he insisted, must un-
dertake a massive commitment to social, poli-
tical and economic unification that, like the
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methods used in the years in Yenan, would lea-
ve none behind and not benefit a few at the ex-
pense of the many. In this pathbreaking analy-
sis of the contradictions in China, Mao firmly
opposed any plans that would create new divi-
sions in a nation already severely torn by imba-
lances between the various regions, between
various social classes and groups, between the
center and the regions, between the political
and social spheres.

A Theory of Productive Forces and the Dicta-
torship of the Proletariat

While pointing out the dangers of blindly co-
pying the Soviet model of accumulation, Mao
was also criticizing another, closely associated
aspect of that model, its theory of Productive
forces. Essentially, this theory, as it was for-
mulated in the Soviet Union during the years
of Stalin's leadership, maintained that state
ownership of the means of production, toge-
ther with a rapid growth of the forces of pro-
duction, opens up the socialist road to commu-
nism. The dictatorship of the proletariat gui-
des the development of the forces of produc-
tion, while repressing the old ruling classes and
defeating their inevitable counter-revolutiona-
ry attacks on the new order.

For the peasants and the workers, the dicta-
torship of the proletariat is held to be a genui-
ne democracy. The abolition of private proper-
ty and other forms of class society is argued to
have ended all exploitation. Since exploitation
is argued to be impossible under such new con-
ditions, the hierarchy, subordination, and dis-
ciplining of the workforce, even when it appe-
ars to resemble sophisticated capitalist met-
hods, is seen as merely the adaptation of ratio-
nal patterns of work.

With the dying out of the old bourgeoisie
and feudal ruling classes, the development of
the forces of production and the continuous
elevation of the standard of living of the mas-
ses, class struggle will diminish in intensity and
eventually disappear. Were it not for the inter-
national struggle with capitalism, the state it- .
self would ‘‘wither away." Even though the
state does remain as an apparatus to fight ex-
ternal enemies, the transition to communism
can be worked out internally, dependent only
on the development of the forces of produc-
tion.

In essence, the Stalinist theory of productive

forces reduced the concept of the capitalist
mode of production to little more than the sy-
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stem of private ownership of the means of pso-
duction. And cofisequently, once political po-
wer is seized and a system of public ownership
of the means of production instituted, no
thought need be given to a throughgoing socia-
list revolution on the political and ideological
fronts. The creative role of the masses and
mass i i isti
the struggle to refashion one’s worldview is ig-
nored.

Mao's attack on this theory of productive
forces grew out of the lessons he had learned
about revolutionary transformation during the
years of guerilla warfare. The distinctive fea-
tures of the Yenan model are well known: self-
reliance, decentralization, antagonism to bu-
reaucratism and elitism, collective aims and
discipline, pon-material incentives, and the
participation of the masses in all aspects of so-
cial and economic activity. Development was
comprehensive, designed to bring up all sec-
tors, not just a chogen part.

Out of the struggles for revolutionary land
reform, Mao argued, the peasants’ political
consciousness had been raised through the
mass line and the development of new coope-
rative work relationships. By changing the re-
lations of . production and encouraging the
growth of new attitudes and ideas, rural pro-
ductivity was increased. The party itself was
only a part of this process, not its master. For
like the peasants, its members were molded
through a process of continuous, step-by-step
transformation.

Mao's strong advocacy of rapid collectiviza-
tion in the years after Liberation was predica-
ted upon this ience of ing the pro-

the Soviet Union, many party leaders feared
that accerlerated collectivization in China
would lose them peasant support and disrupt
their cconomic plans. As Mao commented in
July 1955:

'*Some comrades have found in the history
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
grounds for criticizing what they call imperu-
osity and rashness in our present work of agri-
cultural cooperation ... but on no account
shoutd we allow these comrades to use the So-
viet experience as a cover for their idea of mo-
ving at a snail’s pace."

This debate was not just over the pace of
collectivization, however. Mao perceived that
behind the opposition to his policies was a mo-
re fundamental opposition to continuing class
struggle and revolutionary methods of social
transformation. In June 1953 he warned party
leaders that the transition period to socialism
was “‘filled with contradiction and struggle.
Our present revolutionary struggle is even mo-
re severe than past armed revolutionary strugg-
le. This is a revolution to bury once And (or all
capitalism and all exploitative systems.’

If Mao saw the campaign for accelerating
collectivization as a testament to the mass line
and the need for revolutionary struggle, many
panty officials argued that successful collectivi-
zation set the stage for a new era in which such
methods were no langer necessary. Thus even
as (hey began to support Mao’s position on
primitive accumulation as expressed in “On
the Ten Major Relationships,”” Liu Shao-ch’i
and other party leaders concluded that China’s
collectwuauon had progressed to a point whe-
re the forces re-

ductive forces through a step-by-step traasfor-

mation of every aspect of rural life. Thus he

criticized the idea of “mechanization first,

cooperation Jater op,’ arguing instead that

collectivization could and should precede me-
Eation ofacd r

o
tion, followed and increasingly supported by
technological changes, would release the pro-
ductive forces while decreasing polarization in
the countryside.

Many leading party officials, influenced by
the Soviet model’s relignce on the theory of
primitive accumulation, opposed Mao’s call
for deepening the rural revolution in the early
1950s. Liu Schao-cb'i reportedly criticized as

“utopian agrarian socialism™ the attempt to
promote cooperativization before there was an
adequate supply of agricultural tools and suffy-
cient mechanization. Nor was Liu alone in his
doubts. Remembering what had happened in

of the

quired that ‘‘the principal method of struggle’"
could no longer be '‘to lead the masses in di-
rect action.”. As Liu Shao<h’i said at the
Eighth Pany Congress in September 1956:
quired that ‘‘the principal method ofstn.\ggle
could no longer be ‘‘to lead the masses in di-
rect action.” As Liu Shao-ch'i said at the
Eighth Party Congress in September 1956:

“Now, however, the period of revolutionary
storm and stress is past, new relations of pro~
duction have been set up, and the aim of our
struggle is changed into one of safeguarding
the successful development of the productive
forces of society (and thus) a corresponding
change in the methods of struggle will conse-
quently have to follow.””

With the collectivization of agriculture and
the public ownership of the means of produc-
tion basicatly accomplished by 1956, Liu and

st
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others stressed the need to focus all energies on
promoting the productive forces. This they did
in a way deeply marked by the Soviet model of
development. For by maintaining, as the
Eigthth Party Congress resolution stated, that
““the essence of this contradicition (in socialist
society) is a contradiction between the advan-
ced social system and the backward social pro-
ductive forces,'’ they turned their backs on the
need for a simultaneous and interrelated socia-
list revolution on the political and ideological
fronts. Revolutionary struggle, they believed,
would not unleash the productive forces, but
would only undermine the needed stability for
their rapid growth. Periods of acute class
struggle were no longer essential to create the
new cooperative organisations and attitudes
favorable to economic growth. The ‘“*advanced
social system’’ already existed and needed only
to be consolidated.

In 1956 and 1957, Mao had himself argued
that the turbulent class struggles characteristic
of previous revolutionary periods had in the
main come to an end. But unlike other party
leaders, he insisted that ‘‘the class struggle bet-
ween the proletanat and the bourgeoisie, the
class struggle between the different political
forces, and the class struggle in the ideological
field between the proletariat and the bourgeoi-
sie will continue to be long and tortuous and at
times will even become very acute.”” Thus he
soon came to reject the Eighth Party Congress
resolution that the contradiction in socialist so-
ciety was between the ‘‘advanced social sy-
stem’” and the *“‘backward social productive
forces.’* Rather he argued that

““The basic contradictions in socialist society
are still those between the relations of produc-
tion and the productive forces, and between
the superstructure and the economic base ..
survivals of bourgeois ideology, bureaucratic
ways of doing things in our state organs, and
flaws in certain links of our state institutions
stand in contrast to the economic base of so-
cialism."’

There were thus serious weaknesses in the
““advanced social system’ which had to be
struggled against. In essence, Mao insisted that
only continued mass struggle could combat the
powerful hold of bourgeois ideology and bure-
aucratic ways of doing things. The seizure of
state power and the public ownership of the
means of production, therefore, were insuffi-
cient for the building of socialism. By themsel-
ves, they could not consolidate the gains made.
The mere growth of the economic base could
not automatically engender the very attitudes

52

and organizational forms necessary both to
drive the revolution forward and unleash the-
productive forces of the masses.

Indeed, at the heart of the Soviet theory of
productive forces, Mao argued, was a pro-
found fear and distrust of the masses and mass
struggle. This was what the Soviet political
economy text and Stalin’s Economic Problems
of Socialism revealed in their preoccupation
with the base at the expense of the superstruc-
ture. For Mao, a host of closely related Soviet
positions flowed from this preoccupation: dis-
regard for the masses as the creators of history
and a reliance on planners; preoccupation with
technology and expertise; confidence in hierar-
chy and one-man management; reliance on
material incentives; and a total lack of interest
in the transformation of an individual’s world-
view. The end result was the growth of a po-
werful bureaucratic apparatus completely alie-
nated from the masses.

A Conception of the Communist Party

Mao’s denunciation of such bureaucratic ways
ran throughout his entire revolutionary career.
But with the seizure of state power Mao faced
questions for which he found no answers in
Soviet revolutionary experience. How, for
example, was the party to retain its intimate
ties with the masses when the tendency toward
bureaucratic methods and elite privilege was so
powerful? How was the revolution to be conti-
nued after state power was seized and the me-
ans of production brought under public ow-
nership

As Mao argued in ““On the Correct Hand-
ling of Contradictions Among The People,”’
there are ‘‘contradictions between the govern- -
ment and the people in socialist countries.”” By
always talking about unity and consolidation,
the Soviet Union was actually blocking the cor-
rect resolution of the various contradictions in
society, impeding the development of socia-
lism. The real problems facing society remain-
ed hidden. And a convenient ideological cover
for bureaucratic domination was created.

But while various party leaders warned of
the dangers of bureaucracy and spoke of the
mass line, there were very pronounced diffe-
rences in how they understood them and the
role of the Communist Party. Liu Shao-ch’i
was often labeled in the Chinese press during
the Cultural Revolution as the main ideologi-
cal critic of Mao’s views on the mass line. If
so, he assuredely had significant support for
his views; his position in many ways followed



AZANIA (SOUTH AFRICA) IS AN AFRICAN COUNTRY

the conception of the Communist Party as it
was enshrined in official Soviet doctrine. For
Liu, the party, and only the party, could see
what was necessary and could see to these ne-
cessary changes. To the masses, it would appe-
ar as a united, selflessly dedicated organiza-
tion. Purity of devotion and ideological ortho-
doxy were the ultimate safeguards for the abili-
ty of the party to act correctly on behalf of the
masses. Only after its members had been
taught “‘how to be good communists’’ could
the party effectively help the masses to solve
their problems. A selfless party elite should
thus be above external supervision; its mista-
kes could be satisfactorily rectified through'in-

traparty channels. As Mao said in the fall of -

1957, “*Some seem to think that once in the
Communist Party, people all become saints
with no differences or misunderstandings, and
that the Party is not subject to anaysis, that is
to say, it is monolithic and uniform..."

At the heart of Mao’s disagreement with
Liu's orthodox conception of the Communist
Party was his insistence that the party itself is
only an instrument involved in, but not domi-
nating, the dialectical process of continuous
revolution. Knowledge, he points out in the
critique, is not first the exclusive domain of the
party elite. The party does not stand outside
the revolutionary process with foreknowledge
of its laws. ‘‘For people to know the laws they
must go through a process. The vanguard is no
exception.’”’ Only through practice can know-
ledge develop; only by immersing itself among
the masses can the party lead the revolution.

Througout the history of the Chinese Revo-
lution, Mao criticized those who believed they
knew exactly what had to be done and relied
on Marxism-Leninism as an abstract doctrine
filled with ready-made answers. Revolution,
Mao insisted, is an extraordinarily painful and
difficult process. There are no easy answers,
no laws which can be simply applied. As he ar-
gues in the critique, years of arduous struggle
had been necessary before the correct methods
emerged to enable the Chinese revolutionaries
to win the bourgeois-democratic phase of the
revolution. The building of socialism and com-
munism would require an equally arduous

struggle.

Mao saw the masses as the real creators of
history, those from whom the Communist Par-
ty had to learn. Mistakes and setbacks would
emerge in any mass struggle; revolution is so-
metimes brutal and violent. But the creative
breakthroughs which lead to new coopérative
methods and attitudes only come out of revo-

lutionary struggle. This was how the soviets
had emerged in the Russian Revolution, Mao
maintained, and how the communes developed
in China. Nor should one fear failures. “‘Peo-
ple must go through practice to gain results,
meet with failures as problems arise; only
through such a process can knowledge gra-
dually advance.’’ Failures, correctly analyzed,
are often as illuminating as successes. By stu-
dying those which occured in the Great Leap
Forward, for example, Mao sought to uncover
the guidelines within which consolidation of
the communes could be accomplished.

No leadership, in short, can create the new
social forms and political and economic inno-
vations out of its own heads, then apply them
through administrative decree. New forms and
methods will emerge. Mao insisted, if cadres
and the masses are allowed to experiment, if
they are mobilized and encouraged by a party
leadership willing to learn from their potential
breakthroughs and capable of both shaping
and being shaped in the process. As Mao said
during the period of accelerating collectiviza-
tion in 1955: “*Both cadres and peasants will
remold themselves in the course of the strug-
gles they themselves experience. Let them go
into action and learn while doing,. and they
will become more capable.”’

Unlike Liu Shao-ch’i, therefore, Mao never
saw ideological devotion and intraparty rectifi-
cation movements as sufficient to maintain the
revolutionary role of the party. Only by being
immersed in the masses, subject to their criti-
cism, and sensitive to their needs could the par-
ty truly combat bureaucracy, privilege, and eli-
tism. And since for him the party did not stand
above society, Mao came to see the contradic-
tions within the party as intricately interwoven
with those in the society at large. In his editing
of Socialist Upsurge in China’s Countyside in
1955, Mao first mentioned the theme which he
was to raise in the critique and elaborate fur-
ther in later years. There is a practice, he then
warned, ‘‘prevalent almost to the point of
being universal: right opportunists in the par-
ty, working hand in glove with the forces of ca-
pitalism in society, are preventing the broad
masses of poor and middle peasants from ta-
king the road to the formation of coope-
ratives.”” This emphasis on rightists in the par-
ty linked to social forces was to undercut fur-
ther the orthodox Soviet conception of the
party and was used in the coming years as an-
other reason for deepening the mass-line con-
ception of politics.
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The Great Leap Forward

Mao’s writings in this volume can also be read
as an analysis of the Great Leap Forward.
Here for the first time in his known writings,
Mao is extensively exploring the process of
uninterrupted revolution and the nature of the
transition to socialist and communist society.
In so doing, he defended the Great Leap
against unfounded attacks both from within
and outside the party. At the same time, he is
seeking to elaborate the context within which
the Great Leap's negative features can be cor-
rected and its positive aspects preserved.

Mao's writings in this critique are transitio-
nal documents: they stand midway on the path
of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution.
As Mao's criticism of the Soviet model of so-
cialism deepened during the Great Leap, so did
his conviction that the transition to socialism
was an aruous, protracted struggle that might
take an entire historical epoch. Like Lenin,
Mao became increasingly concerned with the
obstacles and difficulties in this transition. The
drive toward socialism requires that every
aspect of society undergo tremendous change.
In this critique, Mao writes of those forces
fighting tenaciously to resist such change, cal-
ling them ‘‘conservative forces™ and *‘righ-
tists.”” But Mao is still working out the nature
of such opposition and its relationship to the
Communist Party; he is not stating it precisely.
Nor is he saying precisely what is meant by
class struggle during the period of socialist
transition. Old bourgeois and feudal elements
remain in Chinese society, but it is the hold aof
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old values, ideas, and habits of thought which
increasingly concerns him. These writings also
demonstrate his efforts to challenge those in
the party in positions of authority, the mana-
gers, technicians, administrators, and other as-
sorted experts who, compared to the workers
and peasants, occupy position of financial re-
ward and power. He finds the children of the
cadres disappointing, too protected and with
too many political airs. But the dangers to the
revolution are still seen in terms of spreading
bureaucratism rather than a question of class.
This is particularly evident in Mao’s cautious
explanation of the bureaucratic nature of the
Soviet Union and in his lack of a complete stu-
dy of the material base of the bureaucracy’s
privileged role. Not until July 1964, in ‘“‘on
Khrushchev’s Phoney Communism and Its Hi-
storical Lessons for the World,'" did Mao state
that “‘the contradiction between the Soviet pe-
ople and this privileged stratum is now the
principal contradiction inside the Soviet Union
and it is an irreconcilable and antagonistic
class contradiction.””

The struggles with those in China who oppo-
sed the Great Leap Forward forces Mao to
deepen the analysis of his critics., Out of this
attack on the Great Leap Forward, led first by
P'eng Teh-huai and continued by others in the
coming years, Mao was to elaborate his con-
ception of “‘continuing the revolution under
the dictatorship of the proletariat.’’ Not until
1962, however, would rightists within the party
be labelled revisionists. And not until the Cul-
tural Revolution would the conception of the
“‘capitalist roader’’ be developed.

Mao Ze Dong on Culture, Literature and Art

Literary Theory — The Ye-
nan Talks

This is the first part of a thesis by H4 WREY
SARKAWT, a Kurdistan Marxist-Leninist de-
aling with the Marxist theory of Culture, Lite-
rature and Ari. This abridged section deals

In his first speech to the forum on literature
and art held in Yenan in 1942, Mao Tse-tung
defined the occasion as a meeting to exchange
ideas on the relationship between work in the
literary and artistic fields and revolutionary
work in general. He said that in order for the
Chinese people to liberate their country and
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with Mao’s contributions in this important
field, and relates its relevance to the Cultural
Revolution. The section on the Cultural Revo-
lution will follow in the next issue.

change their society, they had to have a cultu-
ral army as well as an army with guns.

The origins of such a cultural army went
back to the May Fourth Movement of 1919
which was a patriotic movement mainly of in-
tellectuals that had rapidly developed into a
nation-wide movement embracing all the revo-
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lutionary urban classes of China and a vigo-
rous cultural movement whose main current
was the propagation of Marxism. This greatly
helped the Chinese revolution by generally re-
ducing the domain of China’s feudal and com-
prador bourgeois culture and weakening their
influence.

During the civil war period of 1927 - 1937,
both the revolutionary movement and the cul-
tural movement grew rapidly, and both headed
in the same general direction. ‘The two frater-
nal armies’, as Mao described them however,
‘were not linked together in their practical
work because the reactionaries had cut them
off from each other’. (2)

With the outbreak of the War of Resistance
against Japan in 1937, more and more writers
and artists began to go to Yenan and other
anti-Japanese base areas. The two armies were
being re-united. For Mao, the new situation
defined the purpose of the Yenan Forum
which was ‘to ensure that literature and ant fit
well into the whole revolutionary machine as a
component part, that they operate as powerful
weapons for uniting and educating the
people’. (3) This objective could only be achie-
ved if the writers and artists successfully inte-
grated with the people and solved, according
to Mao, five basic problems connected with
their class stand, their attitude, their audience,
their work and their study.

Class Stand of Writers

The class stand of all writers, he clearly stated,
had to be that of the proletariat. For writers
who were members of the Communist Party,
this meant keeping also to the stand of the Par-
ty, and to its spirit and general policy.

The writer’s aititude was a more complex
question that derived from his class stand. He
could choose, for example, to praise or to con-
demn depending on the kind of persons he was
describing. Basically, there were three kinds of
persons — the masses and their vanguard,
their allies and their enemy.

With regard to Japanese imperialism and all
other enemies of the people, the task of the
writer was to expose them, but at the same ti-
me to point out their inevitable defeat. The al-
lies of the masses were to be praised to the ex-
tent that they resisted Japan, and criticized to
the extent that they did not. If, on the other
hand, they switched sides and betrayed the pe-
ople, as they were often prone to do, they were
to be firmly condemned and opposed.

As for the masses of the people, while they

worked and struggled, on the land, in the army
and in the Party, they were certainly to be prai-
sed. When their mistakes and shortcomings
were pointed out, these were to be regarded as
burdens hampering them in their struggle and
combated as such. They were not to become a
pretext for ridiculing the masses, or, worse
still, adopting a hostile attitude toward them.
Correcting the errors committed by the masses
was to be regarded as a long-term process.of
education and remoulding of outlook, with the
specific purpose of helping them to unite, ma-
ke progress and ‘to discard what is backward
and develop what is revolutionary’. (4)

Once the writers who came to the base areas
discovered that their audience consisted of the
masses of workers, peasants and soldiers, they
could begin to solve the question of knowing
them and understanding them, which was the
basic issue in their work. Until then, they
would only be, in Mao's phase, ‘a hero with no
place to display his prowess’. (5) When it came
to doing literary and artistic work, and getting
to know and understand the people well, it was
the latter that was certainly the primary task.

What Mao meant by understanding the peo-
ple was, for example, ‘being familiar with the
rich, lively language of the masses’. (6) The
mass style which the writers aspired towards
could only be achieved through the fusion of
their thoughts and feelings with those of the
masses. ‘‘If you want the masses to understand
you'’, Mao addressed the writers, *‘if you want
to be one with the masses, you must make up
your mind to undergo a long and even painful

~ process of tempering'‘. (7) He proceeded to gi-

ve an example from his own personal history
when, as a student, he had acquired the ways
of bourgeois intellectuals and used *‘to feel it
undignified to do even a little manual labour,
such as carrying (his) own luggage in the pre-
sence of fellow students’. (8) At that time he
would not hesitate to wear the clothes of other
intellectuals, but would never put on clothes
belonging to a worker or peasant, regarding
them as dirty. Only after years of revolutiona-
ry experience and life with the workers, pea-
sants and soldiers did he gradually come to
know them. It was then, and only then, that he
fundamentally changed the petty bourgeois
feelings implanted in him in the bourgeois
schools and came to feel that compared with
the workers and peasants, the unremoulded in-
tellectuals were not clean, and that, in the last
analysis, the workers and peasants were the
cleanest people. Mao called on all the writers
and artists who came from the intelligentsia to
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change and remould their thoughts and fee-
lings. ‘“Without such a change’’, he said,
““they can do nothing well and will be misfits”’.

9 -

Understanding Marxism And Society

The fifth and last problem facing the writers
and artists in the base areas, after those con-
nected with their class stand, their attitude,
their audience and their efforts to integrate
with that audience, was the study of Marxism
and of society. Many of them, even those who
were members of the Communist Party, did
not understand the basic Marxist concepts. For
example, instead of the materialist notion that
being determines consciousness and class
struggle determines thoughts and feelings, so-
me of them adhered to the idealist notion of
abstract love, or abstract human nature as de-
terminants. In this they were deeply influenced
by bourgeois thinking. Therefore, it was neces-
sary for the writers and artists to supplement
their study of literary and artistic creation with
the study of Marxist-Leninist theory and with
the study of Chinese society where this theory
was put into practice.

Of these five problems, the one concerned
with knowing and understanding the masses
was the most basic in the work of the writers
and artists. In a short article on the May
Fourth Movement three years earlier, Mao had
pointed out that integration with the people
was the crux of the matter. And this remained
a basic theme in Mao’'s thinking on the que-
stion of intellectuals. (10)

In his second and major speech to the Fo-
rum, given three weeks after the opening
speech, Mao again returned to what he called
“‘the crux of the matter’’, namely, ‘‘the pro-
blems of working for the masses and how to
work for the masses**. (11) To tackle these pro-
blems it was necessary for Marxists to “‘start
from objective facts and not from abstract de-
finitions'. (12)

Mao divided his report into five sections in
which he discussed: (1) literature and art for
whom? (2) the question of the popularisation
and the raising of the standards of literature
and art, (3) the relationship between literature
and politics, (4) the relationship between arti-
stic criteria and political criteria in literary cri-
ticism and the various erroneous theories and
conceptions on this issue and, finally, (5) the
ideological outlook of the writers and artists.

Mao began his discussion of the problem of
the audience of literature and art by referring
to Lenin’s definition of proletarian literature
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in his famous 1905 articles, Party Organisation
and Party Literature. (13) After 37 years the
problem, however, was not solved and still
needed further discussion. The reason was that
the writers still did not understand that *“in the
world today, all culture, all literature and art
belong to definite classes and are geared to de-
finite political lines’. (14) Therefore, even
when speaking of literature in the service of the
masses, it had to be remembered that “‘today,
anything that is truly of the masses must neces-
sarily be led by the proletariat. The class con-
tent of any culture, whether it was reactionary
or revolutionary culture, was determined by
the class that led it.

Question Of ““For Whom?"’

In carrying the argument further to the old
feudal literature of China as well as the bour-
geois literature of foreign countries, Mao ma-
de a clear distinction between form and con-
tent. The content of these kinds of literature
was determined by the feudal and bourgeois
classes and served their interests. The forms
which they created, however, were still useful
and could be taken over. ‘‘Nor do we refuse’’,
Mao said, ‘‘to utilize the literary and artistic
forms of the past, but in our hands old forms,
remoulded and infused with new content, (my
italics), also become something revolutionary
in the service of the people’’. (15) Based on
this crucial distinction between form and con-
tent, Mao formulated his celebrated slogan
that became the permanent guideline for Chi-
nese writers and artists: ‘‘Make the old serve
the new, and foreign things serve China.”

The other reason why the question of ‘‘lite-
rature for whom?'’ was still not understood
fully and needed further discussion was that
the writers adopted the stand of the petty
bourgeoisie and not that of the proletariat. Co-
ming from a petty-bourgeois intellectual back-
ground, many of these writers mixed only with
intellectuals and concentrated on studying and
describing them. Portraying them in literary
works, they often excused and defended their
shortcomings and sometimes even sympathi-
zed with those shortcomings and praised them,
instead of guiding the intellectuals towards in-
tegration with the masses, and participation in
their struggles. The writers, in fact, seldom ca-
me into contact with the masses, and when
they depicted the masses in literary works,
“‘the clothes (were) the clothes of working peo-
ple but the faces (were) those of petty-
bourgeois intellectuals’’. (16)

Although, in some respects, the intellectuals
were “‘fond of the masses in some other re-
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spects they did not like the masses. They did
not like their feelings or their manner or their
nascent literature and art (the wall newspapers,
murals, folk songs, folk tales, etc.)’”” (17)
When they expressed any liking for these crea-
tions of the masses, it was only as a ‘*hunting
for novelty’ or as something ‘to embellish their
own works’, ‘or even for certain backward fea-
tures’, and ‘at times they openly despised’
them and were ‘partial’ to what ‘belonged to
the petty-bourgeois intellectuals or even to the
bourgeoisie’. (18)

Clearly, for those writers whose ‘innermost
soul (was) still a kingdom of the petty-
bourgeois intelligentsia’, the problem of ‘for
whom?’ was still unresolved. Mao estimated
that it required ‘ai least eight or ten years to
solve it thoroughly’, but however long it took,
solved it had to be ‘unequivocally and tho-
roughly’ because the question of ‘for whom?’
was a2 fundamental question of principle.

Popularising Literature

Only after having discussed this crucial que-
stion at length did Mao come to the second
problem of *how to serve’, or in the terms used
by the Yenan writers in the Forum, the pro-
blem of whether to emphasize popularizing li-
terature and art or to emphasize raising their
standards. The two problems followed logical-
ly for unless the writers knew whom they were
addressing they would not know whose literary
standards they were meant to raise and along
what lines, and among whom they were to po-
pularize their works. Certainly, in literature
and art popularization and elevation were con-
nected, but it had to be remembered that ‘prior
to the task of educating’ the masses, there was
the task of learning from them'. In other
words, there had to be a basis from which to
elevate. Mao used a very concrete image to
describe what he meant by taking populariza-
tion as the basis on which the elevation of stan-
dards could be reached:

““Take-a bucket of water, for instance; whe-
re is it to be raised from if not from the
ground? From mid-air? From what basis, then
are literature and art to be raised? From the
basis of the feudal classes? From the basis of
the bourgeoisie? From the basis of the petty-
bourgeois intellectuals? No, not from any of
these; only from the basis of the masses of
workers, peasants and soldiers. Nor does this
mean raising the workers, peasants and sol-
diers to the ‘heights’ of the feudal classes, the
bourgeoisie or the petty-bourgeois intellec-

tuals; it means raising the level of literature -

and art in the direction in which the workers,

peasants and soldiers are themselves advan-
cing, in the direction in which the proletariat is
advancing.”’ (19)

Mao’s solution to this important question
that has confronted writers in many countries
and has been the seemingly eternal dilemma of
the petty-bourgeois artist, was dialectical, ori-
ginal and a significant advance in Marxist the-
ory:

““The people demand popularization and,
following that, higher standards; they demand
higher standards month by month and year by
year. Here popularization means popularizing
for the people and raising of standards means
raising the level for the people. And such rai-
sing is not from mid-air, or behind closed
doors, but is actually based on popularization.
It 1s determined by and at the same time guides
popularization.’’ (20)

As far as cadres were concerned ‘literature
and art of a higher level’ were ‘entirely neces-
sary for them’, because they generally had re-
ceived more education. This did not mean,
however, that the needs of the masses were
completely separated from the needs of the ca-
dres. What was done for the cadres was also
entirely for the masses, although not directly
but indirectly, because it was ‘only through the
cadres’ that the masses could be guided and
educated. Therefore, what was given to the ca-
dres was solely for the purpose of serving the
masses, educating them and guiding them.
When two kinds of literature developed, a
‘more advanced literature and art’ required ‘by
the cadres’ and ‘by those sections of the masses
whose level (had) been raised’ and an ‘elemen-
tary literature and art’ needed by the overwhel-
ming majority of the masses, both were to be
regarded as ‘in the first place for the workers,
peasants and soldiers’. (21)

Similarly, the cultural specialists were not to
regard their work as ‘only for the cadres, but,
also, and indeed chiefly, for the masses’. (22)
In literature, they were to pay attention ‘to the
wall newspapers of the masses and to the re-
portage written in the army and In the
villages'; in drama, attention was to be paid ‘to
the small troupes in the army and in the villa-
ges’, in music and the fine arts, to the music
and the fine arts of the masses. While the spe-
cialist was esteemed and his work was valued,
he had to grasp that ‘only by speaking for the
masses can he educate them and only by being
their pupil can he be their teacher’. (23) No
matter how talented he might be, once he re-
garded himself as a superior entitled to lord it
over them, his work would ‘have no future’.
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From the resolution of the relationship bet-
ween popularization and elevation, Mao mo-
ved on to formulate the related, but more ge-
neral, relationship between art and life in a
very original, and dialectical way. (24) He be-
gan from the Marxist position that ‘‘works of
literature and art, as ideological forms, are
products of the reflection in the human brain
of the life of a given society’’. (25) He then sta-
ted that ‘the life of the people’ was ‘always a
mine of the raw materials for literature and
art’ which provided them with ‘an inexhausti-
ble source, their only source’ and which made
‘all literature and art seem pallid by compari-
son’. The source of this creative work was the
life of the masses to which the writers and ar-
tists had to go ‘for a long period of time unre-
servedly and wholeheartedly’. (31)

Having established that life was the basis for
art, (26) Mao completed the dialectic by defi-
ning the specific characteristics and function
of art in the service of life. While both are be-
autiful, Mao said in a celebrated formulation,
‘life as reflected in works of literature and art
can and ought to be on a higher plane, more
intense, more concentrated, more typical, nea-
rer the ideal, and therefore more universal
than actual everyday life’. (27) The task of wri-
ters and artists was to ‘concentrate such every-
day phenomena, fypify the contradictions and
struggles within them’ and produce works
which gwaken the masses, fire them with en-
thusiasm and impel them to unite and struggle
to transform their environment (my italics).’
(28) Without works of literature and art, the
masses could not achieve those goals as effecti-
vely and as speedily.

These were the basic principles of Mao’s
aesthetics which he did not hesitate to describe
as utilitarian. He reminded those writers that
there is no “‘ism’’ in the world that transcends
utilitarian considerations and that ‘a thing is
good only when it brings real benefit to the
masses of the people’. (29)

Literature And Politics

Discussing the relationship between literatu-
re and politics in the third section of this re-
port, Mao proceeded from the Leninist posi-
tion that ‘proletarian literature and art (were)
part of the whole proletarian revolutionary
cause’. (30) As ‘cogs and wheels’ in Lenin’s
metaphoric machine, Party work in literature
occupied a definite and important place that
was nevertheless subordinated to the Party re-
volutionary work in general. In fact, no other
revolutionary leader has given as much impor-
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tance to literature and art as Mao, which re-
flects no doubt the important role of literature
and art in the Chinese revolution. Finally, re-
garding the relationship between communist
and non-communist literature, there were are-
as of agreement as well as disagreement in the
united front period. There was room for unity
on ‘questions of method and style’, but since
Marxists were ‘for socialist realism, and some
peaple (did) not agree, the range of unity
would be narrow’. (31) For although ‘Marxism
cannot replace realism in literary and aristic
creation’, ‘it definitely destroys’, according to
Mao, ‘creative moods that are feudal, bourge-
ois, petty-bourgeois, liberalistic, individualist,
nihilist, art-for-art’s sake, aristocratic, deca-
dent or pessimistic, and every other creative
mood that is alien to the masses of the people
and to the proletariat’. (32)

In the fourth section of his report, Mao en-
tered the area of literary criticism refuting a
number of erroneous literary theories propaga-
ted by petty-bourgeois writers in the base are-
as. He began by describing literary and art cri-
ticism as ‘one of the principal methods of
struggle in the world of literature and art’. (33)
Addressing himself mainly to the basic que-
stion of criteria in criticism, which he divided
into artistic criteria and political criteria, Mao
expressed the relationship between the two in a
key formulation that marks a great clarifying
step in Marxist literary theory:

‘‘Each class in every class society has its own
political and artistic criteria. But all classes in
all class societies invariably put the political
criterion first and the artistic criterion
second.” (34)

While Mao opposed the ‘tendency towards
the ‘Poster and slogan® style* which lacked ar-
tistic power, Mao regarded the political side as
more of a problem in the base areas. The
wrong political viewpoint and the weakness of
political knowledge had given rise to ‘all sorts
of muddled ideas’.

Theory Of Human Nature

One of these ideas was ‘the theory of human
nature’ which advocated an abstract human
nature that was above classes, and divorced
from or opposed to the masses. ‘In class socie-
ty’ Mao replied, ‘there is only human nature of
a class character’. (35) Those who raised the
slogan of human nature above classes, were re-
ally advocating bourgeois individualism and
opposing proletarian human nature. Another
theory declared the abstract love of humanity



AZANIA (SOUTH AFRICA) IS AN AFRICAN COUNTRY

to be the fundamental point of departure for
literature and art, contrary to Marxism which
~always started not from abstract ideas but
from objective practices. Furthermore, Mar-
xism declared that the classes of society were
locked into a life and death struggle, and, the-
refore, there could be no genuine love of hu-
manity until all classes were eliminated all over
the world. ‘We cannot love enemies’, Mao
said, ‘we cannot love social evils, our aim is to
destroy them’. (36)

Yet, another tendency declared that ‘literary
and artistic work have always laid equal stress
on the bright and the dark, half and half’ (37)
implying that this was the correct practice for
writers in Yenan to follow. Mao's reply was
that, on the contrary, there were many petty-
bourgeois writers who simply ‘specialized in
preaching pessimism and world-weariness’ and
could never see the bright side of things, while
much socialist literature, and particularly *So-
viet literature in the period of socialist con-
struction’, poritrayed mainly the bright side,
Even when it described shortcomings in work
and portrayed negative characters, ‘this only
served as a contrast to bring out the brightness
of the whole picture and (was) not on a so-
called half-and-half basis’. (38) Other theories
of similiar tendency advocated that the task of
literature was mainly to expose, not understan-
ding that exposure could not be aimed at the
masses, but only at the oppressors and exploi-
ters or they called for satire in the manner of
Lu Hsun which was aimed at the enemies of
the people therebv failing to distinguish bet-
ween enemies and friends. Satire was certainly
necessary, but differcnt kinds of satire suited
different targets, and - o treat comrades like
enemies (was) to go over to the stand of the
enemy’.(39) Similarly, other writers declared
that they were ‘not given to praise and eulogy’
forgetting that this also was a class question
and that bourgeois writers eulogized the bour-
geoisie and proletarian writers eulogized the
proletariat and the working people, and that it
had to be one or the other. Those who declared
themselves above praise and eulogy, in fact,
never wearied of eulogizing themselves and
their own small coterie. (40)

In the final section of his talk and in the light
of the problems that existed in the Yenan lite-
rary and art circles, Mao drew the conclusion
that ‘there (were) many Party members who
(had) joined the Communist Party organiza-
tionally but (had) not yet joined the Party
wholly or at all ideologically’.(41) From this
concluding section, it became clear that Mao

intended the Yenan Forum and his own spee-
ches to be part of the general rectification cam-
paign in which the whole Party was participa-
ting at the time. In the end, that campaign in-
volved more than cultural and ideological que-
stions and changed the whole organizational
structure of the Party, but as Mao pointed out,
‘to put things in order 'organizationally requi-
res our first doing so ideologically’. (42)

IIl — LITERARY PRACTI-
CE

The Yenan Talks were not concerned only with
literary theory and with the world outlook of
the writers and artists; they also had a very di-
rect and decisive impact on literary practice. In
the decade following the publication and wide
dissemination of Mao's speeches at the Forum,
they become generally recognized as the thres-
hold separating the old from the new literatu-
re. (43) Mao directed his attack on three di-
stinct literary trends prevalent among the wri-
ters at Yenan: Bourgeois humanism and senti-
mentalism, bourgeois critical realism and mis-
directed satire imitating the style of Lu Hsun.
All three trends could be attributed to the petty
bourgeois outlook of the writers who had lar-
gely come to Yenan from the Kuomintang are-
as and to their distance from the masses of
workers, peasants and soldiers. All three
trends also reflected dogmatism in the literary
field, in the adherence of the writers to foreign
bourgeois and May Fourth stereotypes as well
as in their blind imitation of Lu Hsun's style
and in their concept for, what Mao called, 'the
nascent literature and art’ of the people.

Mao’s repudiation of the bourgeois literary
concepts entailed, over and above his clear ad-
vocation of socialist realism as the proletarian
position in the literary united front, (44) a
whole revolutionization of the very practice of
producing literature and art, and the replace-
ment of the old and essentially bourgeois style
of writing by a new mass and ummam'y prole-
tarian style of writing.

This is clearly borne out by Mao’s insistence
that the people’s life is the only source of lite-
rature and art. He does not say a major source,
or even the primary source; he says the only
source.(60)

Re-Moulding of the
Petit-Bourgeois Intellectual

This is the crux of Mao’s concept of literary
and artistic practice. From this, he developed
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his other guidelines regarding familiarity with
"the rich, lively language of the masses’ (45)
and 'their nascent literature and art (the wall
newspapers, murals, folk songs, folk tales
etc.)'(46) and the necessity for the art and lite-
rature specialists to be familiar with the art and
literature of the masses, be able to popularize
them and raise the standards on their basis.(47)
The great literary renaissance ushered in by the
Yenan forum entailed primarily the return to
the literature of the people, and the revival of
that literature in new and enriched forms —
Dances and plays based upon folk drama (e.g.
The White-haired Girl), poetry written in the
rhytm and idiom of the old folk songs and no-
vels in the style of traditional story-telling. As
a wide mass movement, it entailed also the re-
placement of literary activity from a private in-
dividual effort to a mass, collective effort.

Mao’s key contribution to the Marxist theo-
ry of literature and art was the concept of the
revolutionization of the process of literary and
artistic creation, and its transformation from a
private activity reflecting the petty bourgeois
outlook of the individual writers and artists to
a mass activity following a proletarian line of
ascent. The success of this project depended
upon the remoulding of the world outlook of
the writers and artists (the rectification cam-
paign) and the revival and elevation of the lite-
rature and art of the masses (the populariza-
tion / raising of standards campaign). The
birth of the new literature and art depended
upon the successful completion of the dialecti-
cal lych of destroying and then building. Dis-
carding the old petty bourgeois outlook of the
writers and artists in the long process of rectifi-
cation was the necessary pre-requisite for the
creation of the new mass literature, which, in
turn, acted upon the outlook of the intellec-
tuals pushing the process of remoulding anot-
her step further, and so on. The same cycle was
repeated in that other big rectification cam-
paign — the Anti-Rightist campaign of 1957,
which was followed by the great mass poetry
and drama movement of the Great Leap For-
ward. Finally, the cultural revolution, which
will be discussed in the next chapter (to appear
in the next IKWEZI), continued the same pat-
tern and developed it to its highest level.

Content of National Culture

The second area of literary and artistic practice
to which Mao devoted particular attention was
the attitude toward the literary and artistic her-
itage of both China and other countries. The
slogans that summarised his approach to this
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question — ‘Make the past serve the present
and foreign things serve China'’ and ‘weed
through the old to let the new emerge’’ — be-
came the established guidelines in those Yenan
days, and have retained their position to the
present. They were, however, in the succeeding
epochs often distorted and misinterpreted to
mean either a wholesale rejection of all past
culture or, as was more often the case, an un-
critical acceptance of the negative as well as the
positive sides of old and foreign culture. A clo-
s¢ look at the text reveals that Mao’s position
does not lend itself to either interpretation but,
maintaining a subtle, dialectical balance,
breaks new ground in this field.

Mao starts his discussion from Lenin's well-
known division of the national culture of any
society into two component parts, the feudal
and bourgeois culture of the exploiting classes
on the one hand, and the elements of democra-
tic and socialist culture of the oppressed and
exploited masses on the other. Focusing on this
distinction in the context of the Chinese revo-
lution, Mao declared that the new literature
and art, and the new culture of China as a
whole must be that of the masses of the people
under the leadership of the proletariat.

Therefore, unlike all the previous epochs
and the previous revolutions, including the Oc-
tober revolution, the proletariat had reached
the level of maintaining its leadership in the
cultural field and of derermining the mass cha-
racter of all literature and culture. In 1913 Le-
nin could not make such a claim for the prole-
tariat, and he could only point to the revolu-
tionary elements of past culture to be used as
weapons in the furure cultural leadership of
the class. He could not then envisage how that
leadership was to be achieved.

While taking its point of departure from the
significant Leninist distinction, any analysis of
the cultural heritage reveals that ruling class
culture predominates quantitatively and ideo-
logically in all class societies. The culture of
the oppressed, even when it might play a big
role in certain historical junctures, is largely er-
ased over the years by the steady stream of ru-
ling culture domination, so that the national
culture of any class society begins to consist
mainly of the dominant culture, and the two
begin to be used synonymously by the ruling
classes. This is more obvious in a country like
China with its millenia of unbroken, feudal
culture, but is true of all national culture whe-
ther in the East or in the West.

The good works of literature and art produ-
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ced by the masses in the various class societies
are few. Those which contain clearly democra-
tic and socialist elements are even fewer. More-
over, they all inevitably have a dual character.
While they are close to the masses, depict their
lives and struggles and even, at times and in a
utopian manner, their visions of socialist futu-
re, they can never escape completely the reac-
tionary ideology of the ruling class and its op-
pressive social system. They can criticize the
rule of exploiters and expose it devastatingly,
but they cannot escape its clutches. It is their
historical fate that they succumb to the system
of exploitation and ultimately uphold, or at
best replace it by another system of exploita-
tion. The revolutionary works of the masses in
the old epochs should certainly be cherished,
and carefully studied. Ideologically, however,
they cannot at their most advanced go beyond
the ideas of bourgeois democracy, bourgeois
freedom, bourgeois humanism and bourgeois
utopian socialism, all of which are diametrical-
ly opposed to the proletarian ideology of the
socialist era.

Therefore, while beginning with the Leninist
distinction between the people’s culture and
the oppressor culture as the two components
of the national culture of any class society, a
further distinction must be made between the
+ ideological content of all past national cultures
and new proletarian, socialist culture. There is
no continuity in ideas between the old and the
néw; on the contrary, this is where, to use
Marx’s phrase, a ‘radical rupture’’ occurs.(48)
Where there is a continuity, it can only be in
the forms of the literary and artistic works.
This key distinction between the ideological
content and the artistic form remains, much to
the dismay of bourgeois commentators, a basic
tenet in Mao's Marxist aesthetics.

Slavish imitation of old and foreign culture
as well as nihilistic denunciation of it are both
rejected by Mao. In the experience of China's
cultural development from the May Fourth
Movements onwards, the first tendency has al-
ways been the main danger. In the oourse of
sixty years it has repeatedly sunk into abject
worship of feudal confucian culture and we-
stern bourgeois culture both stylistically and
ideologically. The greatest struggles against
this tendency were waged in the May Fourth
Movement, the new literature headed by Lu
Hsun, the Yenan forum, the anti-Rightist cam-
paign of 1957, the Cultural Revolution. The
anti-Confucius campaign and the campaign to
criticize the novel Water Margin as well as the
major literary campaigns of the fifties: against
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the Hu Feng clique, against the film The Life
of Wu Hsun and against the bourgeois idealist
interpretations of The Dream of the Red
Chamber. In all these movements, capitulation
to the old feudal Confucian culture internally
corresponded to the capitulation to foreign
bourgeois culture externally.

IV - THE YENAN
TALKS AND SOVIET LI-
TERARY THEORY

Mao refers to Soviet literary theory, and par-
ticularly to Lenin’s ideas, in three crucial pla-
ces in his main speech. At all these points, ho-
wever, he does not merely state the Marxist
position; he starts off from it and develops it
through its concrete application to the Chinese
literary scene and the Chinese cultural move-
ment. Mao's procedure here provides a clear
and excellent example of his creative develope-
ment.of Marxist theory through its integration
with the practice of Chinese revolution.

On the key question of ‘literature and art for
whom?’’, Mao begins by quoting Lenin’s fa-
mous 1905 article which emphatically stated
that literature and art should ‘‘serve... the
millions and tens of millions of working peo-
ple’’.(49) For Mao, however, the Leninist solu-
tion is only the beginning. While those writers
and artists in Yenan who dismissed the pro-
blem as solved had been ‘more or less at va-
riance’” with the masses.

Mao’s elaboration of a basic position provi-
de the ground where he develops many of his
creative ideas on literature and art. In particu-
lar, from the Leninist standpeint of serving the
people, he develops the two key ideas of the
necessity for remoulding the outlook of the
writers and artists and of taking populariza-
tion as the base upon which higher standards
of literature could be achieved.

For the first time in history, the Yenan Talks
shifted the domain of the Marxist theory of li-
terature and art to the ideological outlook of
the actual workers in those fields. This was a
major advance upon Soviet literary theory. Le-
nin dealt largely with the organizational posi-
tion of the writer. The 1905 article advanced
Marxist theory by solving the problem of the
relationship between the writer and the Party,
and between the Party’s general revolutionary
work and its literary work. Under Stalin, the
major target became the application of Lenin’s
ideas of serving the working classes and of cre-
ating partisan literature. Socialist art and lite-
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rature, and the theory of Socialist realism ba-
sed upon its experience are the major contribu-
tions of that epoch. The contradiction between
the individual writers and artists, on the one
hand, aad the masses of workers and peasants
on the other, remained, however, unresolved.
The key to this contradiction was the ideologi-
cal outlook of the communist writers and ar-
tists. It revolved, as Mao put it, around those
‘who had joined the Party organizationally,
but had not joined it wholly or at all ideologi-
cally’’.

It is significant that while Mao refers a num-
ber of times in his Yenan reports, to Soviet lite-
rature and to the Soviet theory of socialist rea-
lisim, he bases his analysis on the process of the
integration of the writers and artists with the
masses almost entirely on Chinese conditions.
There was, in this case, no complete Soviet
model to be studied or followed. In fact, there
was hardly any previous Chinese experience of
this question either. The majority of the wri-
ters and artists had been cut off from the revo-
lutionary base areas and were only there begin-
ning their integration with the revolution and
the masses. What Mao had to fall back on was
the rich experience of the Chinese revolution
itself and the examples of the integration of the
revolutionary leader and cadres with the peo-
ple which acquired an exemplary significance.
Mao here made his own famous self-analysis
presenting it as an example of the case of the
re-moulded intellectual who only changed
through living, working and integrating with
the workers, peasants and soldeirs. To carry
the Marxist revolutionary dialectic into the ‘in-
nermost soul’’ was Mao’s great contribution to
that dialectic. The Yenan Talks and the Yenan
forum were a major part of the rectification
campaign of party cadres and party leadership
as well as non-party intellectuals, which was
Mao’s great contribution and great develop-
ment of Marxist-Leninist theory and Marxist-
Leninist revolutionary practice.

On the Superstructure

The great flaw in Stalin's Marxism was his
underestimation of the guestion of outlook
and of the whole question of the superstructu-
re of society, as Mao was later to complain in
reference to Stalin’s last work, Economic Pro-
blems of Socialism in the USSR.(50) The me-
chanical separation of the objective and the
subjective factors, the lack of understanding
of the active role of the superstructure were the
root of all the mechanical determinist, econo-
mistic, and, ultimately, revisionist varieties of
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Marxism. For Mao, the proper development of
what is called the subjective factor, was the
very basis for transforming the objective reali-
ty. Just as the material base of society determi-
ned its ideological and political supersturctures
as well as the corsciousness of its members, the
latter factor, human conscoiusness, could also
actively transform the material Base. In the
terms Mao used in a later epoch, resolving the
contradictions among the people — of which
the contradiction between the intellectuals and
the masses, and the contradiction between the
bourgeois outlook and the proletarian outlook
among the Communist cadres and leader were
examples was the necessary condition for the
successful resolution of the contradiction bet-
ween the people and the enemy.

Lenin was concerned mainly to distinguish
between bourgeois and proletarian literature,
and between Communist and non-Communist
writers. In the twenties and early thirties the
Soviet writers were concerned with the que-
stion of the nature of socialist literature, the
relationship of Marxism to literature and other
issues related more to the literary and artistic
product than to the writer and the artist and
the source material of their work. Although
the subordination of writers and artists to the
proletarian-socialist cause was recognized, and
the need for a transformation of outlook ad-
mitted, particulary in the first-five-year-plan
period, no successful method of remoulding
and revolutionizing of outlook was ever disco-
vered. In the field of literature and art, the
question of ‘‘a mass line”’ that creates the circu-
lar flow of literature and art from the masses
and back to the masses was never fully solved.
In fact, after the midthirties, this and other re-
lated issues, were largely shelved in the Sowviet
Union, and with drastic consequences. The
primary flaw was that the distinction and the
contradiction between the intellectuals and the
masses of workers and preasants was no longer
admitted. In 1937, Stalin declared that the
class struggle had come to an end in Soviet so-
ciety, and although he modified this view to-
wards the end of his life, the consequences in
the thirties and forties were very damaging.
The revolution in the ideological and cultural
supersiructure of the early thirties was brought
to a halt. After the successful transformation
of industry and agriculture, no more upheavals
were necessary. In literature and art, this pre-
pared the ground for the return of classical
bourgeois literature and the re-affirmtion of
the old writers and the old culture generally.
Writers and artists were regarded as no longer
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in need of transforming themselves in line with
the proletariat, which distinguished and sepa-
rated them further from the people.

In Yenan, Mao continued and developed the
work done by Lenin and the early Soviet wri-
ters. He pointed not only to the outlook of the
writers and artists as the key to the Marxist
theory of art and literature, but also advanced
new ideas on how the goal of serving the mas-
ses was to be achieved. Although Mao did re-
fer to the ‘Soviet experience’’ in the area of po-
pularization of art and literature, he never ela-
borated on any Soviet ideas. The theory which
was his own contribution rested on the follo-
wing principles: (A) ‘Prior to the task of edu-
cating the masses, there is the task of learning
from them'’ (p. 17), (B) Popularization prece-
des the raising of standards which is determi-
ned by the earlier process and, in turn, guides
it (p. 21) and (C) when the level of literature
and art is raised, it is raised along the proleta-
rian line of ascent which is different from that
of the exploiting classes, and from that of the
petty bourgeois intellectuals. The third princi-
ple is the most important. It clarifies the fact
that petty bourgeois intellectuals, through the
literary work of raising the level of the literatu-
re of the masses, must also SImJJItanenusljr
transform their outlook, raise Qﬁmr own level,
so to speak, to the proletarian’ fine of ascent,
which the masses have embarked upon. The
duality of intellectuals vs masses, of-gducators
vs educated, of revolutionary pett¥ bourgeois
intellectual outlook vs proletarian outlook is
uniguely and dialectically resolved in the pro-
cess of rectification. The masses are the prime
teachers as well as being the pupils; the intel-
lectuals are the servants of the masses as well as
being their guides; the proletarian outlook and
the proletarian line of ascent can only triumph
through the long and painful process of tempe-
ring in which the old petty-bourgeois self is
shed, and the old lines of ascent repudiated.

Writer and Communist Party

Mao’s second reference to Lenin in the Ye-
nan Talks is connected to another basic issue:
the realtionship between the writers and the
Communist Party.

‘Proletarian literature and art are part of the
whole proletarian revolutionary cause; they
are, as Lenin said, cogs and wheels in the who-
le revolutionary machine.”” (p. 25)

But, here again, Mao takes the Leninist po-
sition as his starting point for further elabora-
tion. Mao’s argument is that although literatu-

re and art are certainly subordinate to politics,
they exert, in their turn, a great influence on
politics. ‘““Cogs and wheels’’, they may be In
Lenin’s phrase, but the revolutionary machine
could not work without them. From the expe-
rience of more than two decades of political
and cultural revolution, Mao concluded that in
the circumstances of China at the time, if there
were not literature and art *‘even in the broa-
dest and most ordinary sense’’ (p. 26) the revo-
lutionary movement could not win. Certainly,
no such claim has been made for literature in
any previous revolution in history, including
the October revolution. There can be no revo-
lutionary movement without a revolutionary
theory, Lenin had said. In 1942 China needed
a revolutionary culture as well, for the success
of its revolutionary movement. The history of
the epoch following the date, and particulary
the period from 1966 to 1976 demonstrated
that a continuous revolutionization of culture
was also a necessary condition for the conti-
nuation of the revolution.

The increasingly greater and more decisive
role of literature and culture in the revolutio-
nary process in the socialist transformation is
reflected in the experience of China, and not
that of the Soviet Union. The reason goes
back, ultimately, to the conditions of class
struggle between the proletariat and the bour-
geoisie in both countries. It derives, however,
in great part also from the underestimation of

- the role of the superstructure and of the cultu-

ral revolution in the building of socialism by
Stalin. Up until Mao's death and the reactio-
nary coup in 1976, China still provided a great
positive example of the proletarian cultural re-
volution to the whole world. The Soviet Uni-
on, together with other imperialist countries,
used culture increasingly as a weapon to op-
press the people, poison their minds and re-
concile them to conditions of slavery. They gi-
ve the world negative examples uf how culture
can be used.

YV Literature and the Rectifi-
cation Campaign

With the Japanese invasion of China in the late
thirties, many writers, students and intellec-
tuals, convinced that the Communist Party
was the only force genuinely resisting the inva-
sion, flocked to the communist base areas at
that most difficult hour in Chinese history.
The economic blockade imposed by the Japa-
nese on the guerilla bases aggravated living
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conditions already hard hit by the acute natu-
ral disasters of famine and drought. Cut off
completely from the outside world, the people
were forced to live on a self-sufficient econo-
my which meant, as Mao said in a speech given
in 1942, being reduced ‘for a while almost to
the state of having no clothes to wear, no oil to
cook with, no paper, no vegetables, no foot-
wear for the soldiers and, in winter, no bed-
ding for the civilian personnel'’.(51) The her-
oic Yenan spirit of self-reliance left its deep
traces on the Chinese people and on the course
of the Chinese revolution in those years.

Faced with the encircling hostility of the out-
side world, the Communist Party, internally,
was building up its greatest strength. The old
right and ‘‘left’’ deviations that had dominated
the Party in the twenties and thirties were lar-
gely exposed and repudiated. The point was
being reached where Marxist-Leninist theory
would be successfully integrated with the speci-
fic characteristics of China and with the speci-
fic conditions of China’s Revolution. The line
developed by Mao, and thoughts expressed in
his writings, were the embodiment of that inte-
gration. For the first time Mao Tsetung
Thought was to be recognized as the correct
guide and expression of the Chinese revolu-
tion.

The erroneous ideas and tendencies that do-
minated the Party for two decades had left
deep effects upon the cadres and the leaders-
hip. Their complete eradication was deemed to
be a necessary condition for the Party to carry
on with its tasks. For this reason it initiated in
the early forties a campaign that lasted four ve-
ars under the name of Cheng Feng or the Rec-
tification of Style. The movement was on a
scale unprecedented in Communist history. It
went beyond the Party structure to encompass
the broad spectrum of non-Party intelligentsia.
Most of the writers and artists who came to
Yenan from the Kuomintang areas brought
with them bourgeois ideas from the May
Fourth days and from western literary tradi-
tions. In the base areas, they could easily join
hands with the dogmatic distortion of Mar-
xism which in a very similar manner aped a fo-
reign method and turned it into a dogma and a
sterotype with utter disregard for concrete na-
tional conditions.

The target of the Rectification campaign
ideologically was dogmatism, and its manife-
stations in stereotyped writing, as well as the
bureaucratic and sectarian style of work which
it entailed. The bourgeois writers who had go-
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ne to Yenan made use of the occasion, howe-
ver, in order to attack the Communist Party as
a whole and to challenge its leadership over li-
terary and artistic activity. Using the tsa wen, a
biting satirical essay form developed by Lu
Hsun in the thirties, for indirect attacks on the
Kuomintang regime, they shifted their literary
““daggers’’ towards the Communist leadership
in Yenan. Although professing to defend
Communist ideals, they upheld, in fact, bour-
geois concepts of humanism and liberalism. In
articles like ‘‘Random Talks on Literature and
Everyday Life'" published by Chou Yang in
1941 which advocated exposing the ‘‘seamy
sid"’ of life in Yenan, and ““Wild Lily'' and
“Some Observations on March 8, Internatio-
nal Women’s Day’’ published the following
year by Wang Shih-wei and the novelist Ting
Ling respectively at Chou Yang’s instigation,
they distorted the nature of conditions in the
liberated areas and claimed that they were no
better, if not worse, than those of feudal and
bourgeois society.

The bourgeois writers, in alliance with a
double-dealer like Chou Yang whose activities
were not fully exposed until the cultural revo-
lution, wanted primarily to overthrow the Par-
ty leadership in the literary and artistic sphe-
res. They claimed that the study of Marxism
“*harmed the creative mood’’, that the class
stand of the writer was not a decisive factoj,
that it was not the writer’s task to praise the
masses and their heroic deeds, but to lay equal
stress on their shortcoming together with their
achievements. They replaced the Marxist class
position by the bourgeois humanist position,
claiming that all literature and art had their
origin in love and that there was an abstract
human nature that transcended classes, which
was the proper domain of art and
literature.(52)

Far from constituting a serious danger to the
Party which over the years of the revolutionary
struggle had built a large force of Marxist ca-
dres, the writer’s attacks did, however, provide
an exemplary set of bourgeois attitudes that
blended into the ideological rectification cam-
paign. The campaign for Marxist education,
an important component of the Cheng Feng
movement, directed its attacks on the basically
anti-Marxist theories and viewpoints of the
writers and artists. The rectification campaign
was primarily the critique of the Party leaders-
hip and cadres by the masses, in which the cri-
tique of the bourgeois writers and artists play-
ed its part. It provided the blueprint for a simi-
lar movement initiated twenty-five years later
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on an nation-wide scale - the cultural revolu-
rion. This time, the attack on the literary inrel-
lectuals played the role of the trigger. In both
movements, Mao's 1deas, as the highest deve-
lopment ol Marxist theory in China, were used
to combal erroneous ideological tendencies.
These tendencies were dogmatic *“Marxism' as
represented by Wang Ming in the forties and
revisionism as represented by Liu Shao-chi in
the sixties. In both cases deviation f{rom
Marxism-Leninism was allied 1o the bourgeois
tendencies of the writers and the artists,

Rectification of Style of Work

Mao's Yenan speeches may then be regarded
as part of the campaign to rectify the Party's
style of work, its method of study and its wri-
ting which took place in the carly forties, Mao
wrote three articles titled "*Rectify the Party's
style of work’, ““Oppose stereotyped Party
writing’" and **Relorm our study™ which beca-
me the basic works of the rectification move-
menl. The campaign took the form ol a long,
open debate belween proletarian and petty
bourgeois ideology. l1s aim was to combar sub-
jectivism, sectarianism and stereotyped writing
through a Party-wide campaign of Marxist
education, and through the practice ol criti-
cism and self-criticism. After the great success
of the first recufication campaign, others fol-

Chapter 1Y Literary Theor Ihe Yenan Tulks

(1) Thas s how Mao defined | he wealogcdl content of the May Fourh
Movement: ‘'The May dih Movement came into being o the call of the
world revolutien, of the Russian Revolation and of T e I was pan
of the world proletanan revolution af the time " “The Culiure of New
Democracy” fhad p 64
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{10} For example, “To teach the masses, newspaper workers should
first of all learn from the masses. You comrades are all intellectuals
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lowed in 1948 in coordination with the land re-
form movement, throughour 1950 following
the founding ol the People’s Republic and, fi-
nally, the major anti-rightist campaign ol
1957. At the same time, Mao's speeches may
also he regarded as part ol the great process of
the revolutionization and transtormation of
culture in China, ap intermediate step between
the lirst cultural rpvolution of May dth 1919
and the grear proletarian cultural revolution ol
the sixties.

L.ooking back from Yenan to the May 4th
movement, Mao described it as the crucial
evenl in the development of China's modern
culture, “'There had never been’, he said,
“*such a great and thorough-going cultural re-
volution since the dawn of Chinese
history™".{53)

The rectification campaign which Mao ini-
tiated shortly alterwards was also a great con-
tribution to Marxist-Leninist theory and prac-
tice, a necessary condition for success in the [i-
nal stage of the revolutionarv civil war, as well
as the second major Chinese cultural revolu-
tion. It is for this reason that the Yenan Talks
were regulary described in the sixties and early
seventies as ‘‘a programmatic document for
the great proletanian culiural revolution™ .(54)
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heritage, Mao's Yenarr Tafky was (he frst and, 1o this day remains,
the best and mosi comprehensive Marxsi-1emnist staement on litera-
rure and art n Chinag and (hroughow the world, pamcalary since the
cultural revolution, it has been widely recognized and acclamed us a
greal Marvist-Leninist documeni
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