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" How can we adequately describé our fir st Conference
to absent members:—the harmony: of spint that prevailed ;

the pleasantry and the high seriousness, the devotion to the
eause of International Socialism and-the whole, empire of
idess which that implies;-and withal the most m’rerestlng
contributed tas, t]w dm J

pr oceedings hy fhe deleo ates and mmnhma

THE AGENDA

l’he agenda before the C()zlterellce was of quite a com-

_prehensive character, and showed «n intense degree of activ-
1ty on the part of our young or rramqatlon for the short Whlle

ih t it has existed.

- - The Management Committee’s report, too lengthy to
regroduce in our 4ssue, comprised a review of our journcy

from . the fateful Conference of Augnst last. The preseat
anutom§ of- the Leaﬂ'ue was dec;f‘rlbed in the follmnng para-

graph -—

““J'he old Labour Party delimitations Wele
many cases abandoned, and we have to-day live branr

" ches meeting at: Benoni, Durban, Johunnesburg Cen-

tral and Eastern Disticts, and Germiston. At Krugers-
dorp, Wthh has a good crop of Internatlonallstq a

])1 anch 1s 1n plocesq of formation.

N ‘“These by ,no means exhaust the sphele of our

“influence. \umbers of Socialists 1 al
country are kept in tnuch with the movement Hnoug‘ n

the “International.”” We hhve supporters compris-
ing the most efficient ofﬁcers Liabour Purty branches

in all the chief towns of the: Un ion, who though having

severed their allegiance to the S AL.P., have not
vet got beyond reading and distributing the ‘““Inter-

national.”” ~ The c]ani\ ing of ideals by propaganda.
and the firing of new enth asiasms by the Process of

events will undmlbtedlv bring all ’theqe 'md more /imn
our ranks sooner or ]ateﬁ‘ R '

- “We are also m frlendlv commumcahon with

the previouslv existing Socialist Sotieties  in Durban.
Capetown and Pretoria. With these Comrades our

paper furnishes a common meeting ground.’’

TIn referring - to the: Branch Secretarfes who have thus
fa1 carried on the arduous work of thé League. fb_e report

continued :—

““These Comrades have pu]led the League

Ehroagh the most trying pemod of its existence. To-
ay, thanks to their devotion, it would be no exagger-

. ation to claim that in actusl orgamsahon the L
~ already excels that of the Labour Party.” .

Reéad, not in a splrlt of small rivalry w:nth the old or-
ganisation, but of gratulation that the Soutly African move-
mecnt has been carrled forward a.tremendous stuge of devel-
opment, this part of the repm:'t 1S verv significant readlng

" The Fmanmal Qtatements of the League and the Press

- The Treaeurer, Com-

movemendt.

- &nd the spirit be

mde We‘mstock
£300, showing a small balance to the

hmd the m

gpod on the Lea~

account. . A movement whlch can rally such endeavour at.the

t tlme IB assured of a harveet of Soclahsts sooner or

ater.

eague

afforded «n.index of the monetary sacrifices made by members,

accounted for the dlsbursement of nearly ,‘
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' ENTHUSIASM, HARMONY, DIVERSITY.

.

I'he Press Committee's Report was brief. One para-
oy aph 18 of ~«11H1(31ent general mterest to quote here :—

Lzompla inis are ofien heard of lack of humour-
ous: articles and stories in our paper. We {ake a ser-
1ous view of i1ts mission, and although vivieity is our
constant aim, we hdve no desire to issue g ”ht lnlc:
or comic journal. Moreover, the necessity for giving
our paper a local taste xs]nle prezching univer sal prin-
ciples confines us larg el) to local writers, and debars
us fnom the easter 1f more entertaining ]mu‘nal]sm ot
the scissors and paste.  Occasional attacks on the pa-
paper 1n the Capitalist papers, notably ““The Star!’ seem
to mdloufe that “"The International’” is on the right

lines.’

. The agenda papel was not overburdened with notices
of mohon In the seventeen items down for discussion, there
were few indeed that did not attempt to declare our founda-
tion principles. There was a general tacit desire to aveid
planks and plafform jerry bulldnw The most important mo-
tions wkll be found in the report.of the Coon ference proceedings,
No greater testimonv to the high level peaks of principle on
which the Confmenoe dwelt during the dav could be
oiven than 1in. the desire of the Tohannesburg delegate to

withdraw a motion deprecating electioneering . The pro-
ceedings of the day had made the motion unnecessary.
'THE DAY’S PROCEEDINGS.
The Conference was dec laled open at 10.30 a.m. There

was an attendance of 32 delegates and members of the Man-
agement Committee: with a goodly muster of members from
Benoni, Germiston and’ .Tolm.n nesbure, who had the l‘i oht to
speak . | |

l The first incident of the ])10(0@(1111;1% provided a happy
touuh “—the admssion of Comriudes W. Blake and H. H.
Tame as flafelnal delegates from the Ploimla Socmlls‘c So-

metv

' - CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS.

|
{, Com"rade W. H. Andrews, who had travelled up from N

Durban in company with- Comrades Pettersen and Dunnmg
representing Durban, then delivered his Presidential address.

- In all his previous occupancy of chairmanships the
Chairman said he had managed to avoid Presidential addres-

ses, but’he felt that this occasion demsunded one.

- Afler touching on the importance of linking up with
the other Comrades in South Africa, *’] have been working
" at my trade for a few months, and while the lathe is aoInQ

round a turner can . think. manual work hus a fendency to

clarify our ideas on political «nd other matters’’ said the
Chairman It therefore seemed to him that at this stage in
our history to eluzborate a long constltutlon with a programme
would be a mistake. They had found in past experience that

the frequent result of programmes was to allow a large num-
ber of people to enter an organisation on one, two or three

planks of a platform who totally dJsagreed with other planks

-and perhaps with the. objective.

~ They should also take into consideration the lmktnp:
up of Socialists in South Africa. ‘‘There are a considerable
number of men and w - nen Who hajve_ been advocatmg Social~
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 ism for manj* ye;irs past, without beiiig permanently attache:l

" to any organisation. We should avail ourselves of thg ser-
vices of these valuable people.’”” There were also existing |

Socialist organisafions who, having definitely propagated

- Socialism in definite ways for years, might excusably hes-
~ tate from. joining up with &«n organisaticn founded $n a pro-

~ test. They should have to consider these organisations equal-

ly anxious With ourselves to seé Socialism established.  He
wished to see all genuine Socialists members in a movement,

faculties of their nature. = | - P
The war wag n%t a passing -phasef militarism was the

a__fléwer' of capifalism t@ all their organisation and propaganda.

The responsibility lay on them of preparing for the

 inevitable reaction against the war, and to save it from being
exploited by the class who mde on the crest of every wave.
The future of the workers was in their hands.

retard by mistakes, or accelerate the sociul revolution, con-
cluded the Chairmpan amid enthusiastic approval.

MANAGCEMENT’S REPORT.

f

last few months «s .touching the League, was quickly pro-
ceeded with and adopted with a few verbal amendments.
a "Much valuable work not of sufficient pubilc interest
to dwell .on' in these pages was got over during the morning.
. . The Secretariat of the Lieague was placed on a definite
basis and allied to the editorship of the paper. It was Pbint-

ed out by the Treasurer that, in order to allow' extraneous

jtems of income for contingencies and for propaganda, the

head office and full time Secretary placed a burden of £3 a

- month on each of;/the Branches.

motions on the ag=nda.

- were assured ‘that the resolution manifestly .defined only the

bar.
alministrative work, and proceeded to discuss.the various

rock-bottom principles. Il read as follows:—

| .= . | ; B | "? o
" The policy ‘and conduct. of the ‘“‘International’’ also

came in both for good Jhumoured criticism and prulse.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

 The following officers wepé appointed fm;:_" the coming
ear :—Chairman:W. H. Andrews. ~ Vice-Chairmun: Colin

ade, M.P.C., and S. P. Buﬁi:l’til'lgﬁ‘h M.P.C. Treasurer: Q.

-
-

Weinstock. Secretary, D. Ivon Jones. Members of Manage-

L

POLICY OF THE LEACGUE.

- Early “in the afternoon the Conference completed its

ment: A. F. Crisp, J. A. Clark; W. Light, and A.'B. Dun-

o

The first one immediatelysplunged ‘the delegates into
.. .. hﬁ

- ““That the League do not recognise fraternail

~ relations: with any organisation ‘whatsoever that sup-
pcrts the institution of militarism and war.” =~
‘The relation of Trade Unions being instanced, doubters

official relations of the League, and did not interfere with the

action of ‘individual members in the ordinary way. ‘
felt that the motion was of fundamental importance in its
effect-on the Libour movement of*'the future, and it was de-

It was

clared carried amid acclamation.

merwald
ternationalist Socialist Commission at Berne was carried unan-
mously, the Management being directed to expedite the rend-
ering of financial assistance to the new International. =

[
1

s then resolved that the League éndorSe the Zim-

21t

e

anifesto, «nd the League’s affiliation with the In-

*  _INDUSTRIAL UNIONISM. !
' The next application of the paramountey of the class

~ strugle which is the foundation of our position, was the Con-.

~ motion,

%

- quested to make enquiries into the mstter. =

ference’s decloration, ‘modified somewhat from the original

- r

T
'
1

s “That. we GH_COUI‘a_gé “the bé’lh‘g‘a;nis_aﬁon of the
workers ot industtial or class lines, ° irrespective - of

r

ce, colour or creed, as the most effective means of
ry force for the emancipation of

providing-the -necessa
~ the workers.”

€

“S.L.P. men® were

an their favourite -element. A

subsequent motion from Benoni ‘“That the Ficague L
constitution of the Socialist: Labour Pa: e adapt 1"
-raled out of order, but the ‘Managem

ur Party of America’ was
ent Committee was re-
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whatever its name with the idea of Internationslism and.anti-

militarism permanently incorporated in its platform, to bring

~ about a state of Society in which every man or woman shall
. receive the full fruits of their labour, and develop the_ finest

They .could

I t]iQn this motion a most interesting discussion took place
and th 1801 ‘ |

January 14, 1916.
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THE NATIVE QUESTION.

‘ Comrade DBunting opened the Evening Session with
his Petition. of Rights for the native:— | : |

. ““That this League athrmn that the emancipation
of the working class requires.the abolition of all forms
oi native indenture,-compound and passport systems;
and the lifting of the native worker to the political
and industral status of the white.”’

* The discussion on this motion was extremely keen,
and Comrade Clingman® moved that ‘“A Committee be ap-

- white. While Comrade Dunbar retorted in a few pungent

- He averred that there was no native problem, only a worker’s

last sentence changed to read:— - ‘
‘“‘And the hifting of the native wage worker to

_m-m

the political and industrial status of the white; mean-
while endeavouring to prevent the increase of the nat.

The discussion of the Executive Report, being a re- 1Ive wage workers, and to assist the existing native
~ view of the changes in the Political Labour movement of thé&' a

tem.”’

With this wmendment the resolution was agreed to by J
~an overwhelming majority. |

HOW TO CUIDE THE REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT.

The next motion, brought us also face to face with

~ problems of the'near future.

- ““That we recommend to the new International
at -Berne the formation of a Commission sitting cen-

tinuously to report-on all phases of the war in its re-
ladion to the working class.” ' -

.r
T O R g
]
L)

-~ This motion was agreed to, with the addition of the
motion following on the agenda, reading |

““Aund to prepare for a probable uprising of the

. ‘proletariat at the concludion of the war; and to in-
| ... vestigate as to the best means of guiding such upris-
: 1ng, on hnes least' provocative of hloodshed, to the cap-
. ture of increased political and ecoromic power by the
- workers ’’ " -

i

i

i

3

The scientific as agaiﬁst the cata'strophié character of

our Socialist belief was exemplified in the rejection of an_

amendment to make the last sentence read :—“With a view
to the abolition of the Capitulist system and the emancipa-
tion of labour.”” . ) -

TRADE UNION AFFILIATION.

. The remaining motions, being of secondary import-

ance, did not arouse much discussion. A motion to change

the name of the organisation from ‘‘League’’. to ‘‘Party’’
was not tLgreed to.
repudiation of War Loans « fighting plank 1n our platform.

A motion, however, by (Comrade Pettersen, of Durban,

““T’hat Trades Unions wishing to become affiliated to the

Lei.gue be accepted as brandhes’’ created a:lively discussien
before ‘the close of the Conference, and was carried after &

keen tussle. . , S .
"Thus the Conference, after 12 hours bank to bank,

concluded its deliberations a trifle jaded, but with undimin--

ished good humeour, and with greatly fortified fafith in the
- cause for which it had met. The Chairman closed the Con-
ference with a few parting words of congratulation, and the
zlusty singing of the ‘Red Flag’ terminated &« memorable
| day. = - T h . -

law of progress, are necessarily optimists. They not only

perfect than itself, but they also contend it has already nearly
~ completed its mission, which was the perfecting of the meuns
“of production and exchange to the point where there could be

no questicn of the people’s ability to supply their wants as

L

it must, like the ripened fruit, be nearly ready to drop of its
- own weight, or like the chick nearing the end of the perioed
of incubation, ready to burst its shell. ~ -
‘ | P *' H. 8. Aley, M.D.

- pownted to report on the proper Socialist policy on native
affairs.”” Comrade Wude adduced biological evidence on the '
intellectual development of the native as compared with' the

sentences with the facts of the class struggle. The motion
dealt with the native as « fellow worker and a wage slave.

problem. The amendment was lost, Colin Wade then got the

Rejected also was a motion to make the

Socialists, being evolutionists, and believing-in the

‘maintain that the present system will“evolve 1nto one more

- to luxuries and necessities. Having completed its mission,

G _
e e T o

wage workers to free themselves from the wage sys-

1 .
Y O A
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~ gpell of *absence from our J ohannes-

ence-

4

i —— ‘.mm-_m—-—_-.“——-_—_-_ 25 B
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CONFERENCE JOTTINGS.

"~ With the Chairman aud Necre-

tary sitting ot ‘the table,
was strangely reminiscent

similar Labour Party gatherings.

nf

‘And the election of Colin Wade

~and Bunting to the Vice-Chairman-

men
in the thick of their own movement '

ship was the apotheosis of 'War on

War
mndustrial ‘unionists—reas-

peat order of past history. The S.L.P.
were moreover not visitors,

John Campbell, though not a de-

legate,. occasmnull} e)\er(,lsed a4 1mem-
‘ber’s right to speak; jwhich he did
with that phllosophl( fmahtw which i

(Campbell’s forte.

WA pleaeant ieatule akso ‘de the

delegates
Socieiy.

presence of two fraternal
from the Pretoria Socialist

Comrade: W. Blake has long -been
an ardent anti-militarist.

delegate to vote against the “‘See it

through y2solution at the August
Conference. |
That bogey of orthodox Lub-

ourism, the man who they hope will

|

;-r

. with Comrade

bust us up, Andrew Dunbar, ‘was also

there dehghting the Conference with
- his good humoured “contrybutions to

the debiute from the Induetrlal Umon-

“ism point of view.

"’"\'.

There were some misgivings on’

the result of the debate on the native
queetlon
l'l

But the presence ot the S.L.P..
- men,—the:
sured one that the affair was not a re-

Comrade
H. H. Tame weas the only -Pretoria de-

Bunting’s achievement.:
he mlso'n INE's arose: fmm the 1nclu-

but

‘rhe (/Ulliel— o

‘sion of *‘po litieal rights’’ 1in the sta-
tus which native wage workers should
alm at. However, the motion was

carried by an unmmtakable Nl 3011’(}

. 1t was - good to ‘se6 Colin "Wale
bElCl\ ‘in the arena once more, after a

burg meetings.

" Benoni was strongly lepresenteﬂ
Chapman, the.

trled Secretary, and his ardent men.

Sidney van: Lingen. represented

‘Germiston, and kept us in mihd of

‘the -great mass of Dutch workers .who

well

- will be ripe for our propaganda when

- the Wdrld-tlde of Nationalism starts

to recede. « s
the chair

-~ Comrade A.fIldlLWS 1N
“was not quite the old autocratic- An-

drews of ‘the Labour Party.  Perhaps
1t was only the Conference that had

. changed; for ruling was essy; and

f tinue.

- reasons, revolutlons are -heralded first .

“ment are most often unnamed.

Has anyone reahsed the senﬂe of

. great thines to come felt by our war
-7 ment comrades,.
. cawW 80 manyf :women keenly sittingy

Whlle men .

‘Who ever before

-out a long Conference..
argue thmgs by-cold and uninspizing

- Lez.
. this be our tribute to men and women _

tlrement

the memberq, in spite of hig absence
from the centre of thmgs, showed-
‘their regard by askmg hlm to con-,

!

- comri.des who" work in unrewarded re-: -

l,

by women. - They first hear the birds
of freedom twittering n n the far off
daybreak. Those who ca the move-

|
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- Delegates

clitlve

received  with

wes

“he is held by members

ily forgotten.

THE INTERNATIONAL.

WELCOME TO DELEGATES.

UOn the eve of the first Confer-
ence of the Internationalist - Socialist
League, a social gathering was held
in Prof. West’s Academy, Pritchard

Sireet, by way of a welcome to the

in the hands of the Women’s Knter-
tainment. Committee and a reall; fine

pirogramme was submitted.

© Most of I the .Ttists are members
of the 1.8.L.., and all received appre-
_ encores. Miss Clingman,
whose light :has beern hid under =
bushel much too long, sang delight-
fully, and the violin playing of Miss

van Poppel and Mr. Becker revealed
the fact that the chief failing of
1.S. I,. members is modesty. Mr.
Barendregt’s ‘‘The Single Hair’> was
mixed feehng, those
with luxuripnt locks enjoying it thuge-
iv, while others, more scantily elad
the top storv looked-——and blushed.

" NMisyHiggins whe hasa wonderful way

with her; succeeded not onlv in enter-
taining the audlence, but in embar-
ragsing the onauman with

“blarney.  Mr! Huorry Haynes, and the
fnmnuq Q“Ifn{et comp leted the v
proeramme with “a- specmﬂv - com-

nosed new up-to- date verdion. of ““Pie

in the Skv’”’ and' the ‘‘International”
Comrade—Den:

then sung . by
Be‘ A (o from Benom

were speeches.

Of cour se, there

All International. gathern‘?gq are pro-
Cpaw mda meetings.

The reception accor ded 10 Mr

H. Andr eWS Chan*manl <

of the League
testified "to the deep re® 3 in which

of ’)the Lea rue.

Messrs. Pettersen, Dunbm' an}
Van langen representing respectivelyv

“Durban, Eastern Dlstmct and (Ger-
miston, said their ‘“word in season,’
and Comrade ‘‘Jock’  Camphell,

~whose .departure from our midst 18 «

matter for deep. regret, gave a- vale-
dictory address that Wlll not be read-
The Social was gdod,
real good, the spirit wag there—the
spirit that would make ditech water

~sparkle—the spirit that must anunatv
us in work and play.

C.B.

- SUNDAY NIGHT MEETINGS

4
)

The Johannesburg.Central Branch

- being prevented from holding meet-
ings in the open-air, has secured the
City. Bioscope, Pritchard Street (nexb .

Stuttaford’s). Commencing - next

Sunday mght the 16th at 8.45 p.wm.

(note the hme) Speaker : A. B,
Dunbar. Roll up! -
The Executive of the German

_ bocmhst Purtv have re udlated the

“Vorwaerts®’ Jaus the . Party 8§ organ;
and denounced those members wha

voted against the war credits.
Thus sre the best resources of the '

;_..eomahet movement driven to the' side
of the anti-war party.

[ 2 -
-
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The arrengements were
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. JOHANNESBURG LECTURES

discontent 1n Great
Public Lecture by
F.oA. W, Liucas, M.P.C.

The Blackleg of the -Iu-
ture.  Discussion opened
by Mrs. . Barnet. Mem-

bers only.

A Revolutmmet 1in Europe,
1885-1897. Public Lecture

by F. C. Hahne.

Feoruary 3 Business Meetineg. Mem-
| bers only.

’resent.
Britain.

13.

Jan.

o7

s e g - i -y

Public

10 Native Aspirations.
Liecture by Rev. Francis
Hall.
| . 17 Induistrial Unionism v
5 “ Class Untonism:- Debate
i between A. B. Dunbar and
| H. W. Haynes. Members
only. - - -
24 S.A. N:itiovalists and Soc-

by

jalism. Public Lecture
Sidney van Lingen.

Comrade DPettersen, of Durban,
hus generously made us a present of

the ¢ lock of the Conference group.
The original photos mounted, at Ts.

each, can bhe obtained from the
Tead Office of the Leugue -

2 & &

1 - The wrecent strike of natives at
1 Van® Ryn was quite scientifically or-
| gunised, the picketting being most ef-

fective.
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- ESTATE LA I'E GERT SGHOEMAN
PRETORIUS, OF BENONI.

; Debtols and Creditoss in the above
. estate are called upon to pay their

- debts to and lodge their claims with

- the undersigned withiti fourteen davs
the date of publication hereof.

S. P. BUNTING,

For Executrix- Testamental V.
104, Commlsqloner St

|
o
I - dJ ohannesburg

10th, 19186.

January
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The General Dealm Buelness regis-

~ tered 1in Ky ugeredorp Revenue QOffice,
- - on-June 16th, 1916, by Barnett Bros.
i & Sacks, Stands Nos 5-6, Randfon-
I “tein, Distriet. Krugersdmp, has been
‘abandoned as from December 3lst,

1915, oM e
I C. & L. CLINGMAN, Agents for

Parties, 25, Mercantile Ruildin oS,
Commaissioner and Slmmonds Street@
J ohannesburg

14 21-28

_' I'. » - r % -
Hﬁ' Wiyt & P S
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The General Dealer Busmess regis-
4ered at Revenue Office, Jchannes-
bura' ,on January, 1915, by Daniel
Barnett and Lazarus Barnett trading
s Barnett Bros., Stand- No. 647,
Von Welleigh Street, was transferred
to . Stand N o. 685, Troye Street, Joh-
annesbur a8 from Janudry 10th,

4

1816.
i, & L. CLINGMAN, Agents for

Parties, 25, Mercantile Bmldmgs,
Commlssmner ond Chmnzm*nde Streete, |

Tohanneeburg

R 4-21-28
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