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‘The Snare.
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The division of labour, which 15 one
of the marked .characteristics of the
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capitalist system, continues 1ts devel-.

opment and is the reason tor the eu-

k. | ¥ i '
croachment of the coloured wage slavet

‘upon the spheres of skilled. and sem1-
skilled labour. - ‘

~Many trades which only a few years
ago were completely monopolised by
whites are now .largely in the hands ot
the cheaper coloured workers. In the
‘ape and Natal white workers have

been partially, and even wholly; with-

drawn  from such trades as plasterin gi;
painting, carpentering, printing,
while the educated ‘‘professionals,”” al-

readv overcrowded with white educated

proletarians, are falling rapidly to the
~cloured intellectuals—this is especial-
Iv noticeable in Natal - where almost

Ct'(l' '-'l}i‘ |

overy comniercial house and legal oflice

employs a percentage of Indian clerical
labour. e
" On.the Rand, where the Craft U nions

- fave united to perpetuate the ‘‘colomr

bar,”’ the coloured wage slave also has
2 eood grip on the holy ground of the
white aristocrat. The miner- should re-
tresh his memory by perusing the evi-
dence tendered by his Asyociation to
the Chapman Commission in 1913 to
see clearly -how strong the orip really
, |

The engineer should not forget the

incident of the skilled coloured pump-

men- who -came out on strike from the
““Apex’’ in sympathy with their fel-
low. engineers in the same year.

" Mine compounds with their coloured
timekeepers, clerks, etc.;

Malays, etc. 1 | |
of colour in each and every industry
wherever one may -turn.: The number

of coloured men, and women,: becoming |

proletarianised increases daliv ahd with
oreater and gredter acceleration,
only in large production a
but in the Railway Departments, Gov-
ornment Offices, Postal and Telegraph
Departments, Banks, Schgols, and pro-

fessional offices.

However loudly personal interests
rebel against 1t,

and prejudices may Tebe! |
coloured labour presses itselt more and

more into crafts and the various pro-

fegsional pursuits.
forwardness, or arrogance,, but THE

" FORCE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOP-

 MENT that drives the coloured. worker

1o labour in these, as well as in other
" felds of human activity.

> If it has been possible to prevent the
workers 1D GeT-

competition of coloured '
tain “branches of gkilled andintellec-
1

tailoring em-" !
poriums putting the work “out’ toy |
. potential skilled workers

It is not vanity,

not
d commerce. !

6

-

Trades Hall,
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tual labour which are strongly organ-
ised on craft lines, coloured workers
“tend to ¢rowd all the more 1nto the pur-
~ guits to .either become a- member of
capitalism’s first weapon, 1.e.,. the un-

smployed army, or find occupation 1n

the better organised pursuits.

is that the number of skilled and semi- .

skilled coloured™ men has 1ncreased
enormously, and 1 consequence a large
body of unemployed coloured men 15 al-
ready established, especially 1m Natol
and Cape Colony, ready. and willingato
be exploited whenever they may be Fe-
Kapital. - L |

" The simulated sympathy ot capital
with the coloured bar has s ved two
purposes beautifully. First 1t ¥las com-
pletely antagonised the coloured wage
" glave to his white counterpart, and
secondly, it has materially assisted m
for both white and coloured. "Thus
Kapital is now 1 command of an army
of cheap labour nearly big enough ‘to
onable them to earn the undying orati-
tude of the coloured slaves by finally

tion has been quietly prepared in Natal

near ready to be sprung. The coloured
man has been carefully prepared to act

"I ihe voleano has rumbled once or iwice
~ (the speeches of E. J. Way and others
. artfully preparing the denouement)
t ~Kapital has not vet attempted to lift
 off the lid because 1t must be an abso-

~ hkely to be burnt

| :

- position even though' one has not -«
thorough knowledge of the rise of Kap-

 has played therein.!
~* TInternational ~Socialism offers
wage slave an escape from the
through Industrial Unionism. irrespec-
tive of race, creed or colour.

SEN YAH.
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'NOTE THAT THE 'JOHANNES-
' BURG CENTRAL BRANCH WILL
; MEET AT THE SAME PLACE NEXT

" TUESDAY.
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L HAVE YOU SENT YOUR DONA-
| TTON TO THE PRESS FUND? HELP
| US IN THE FIGHT} AND RENEW"

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION. GIVE THE
| DOERS A LITTLE ENCOURAGE-
| MENT, . BOX 4179, JOHANNES-
- ¢ BURG WILL FIN{D Us.

)

| . -

l ~ The result of the whole development
!
|

quired -in the the interests - of  king

keeping down the standdrd of wages

removing the coloured bar. This posi-

+nd the Cape, and the trap 1s now very

‘| his part on ‘‘ter dag,”’ and although

' Jute success the first time or fingers are .

It requires little reflection to see the

| ‘talism and ‘the partedivision of labour

THE ORGAN OF THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST LEAGUE (S.A)

dissik Street.

el i e T E o . . - i — =g e S — ——(— b el - - el sia s— i -u -

L
ik W - el ~ il Nrer-idl sl sl s oS e -2

]
R e R e iy =Py iy gl A i o ST N A S e T o Y s i PO TR TN, gl
r

Johannesburg.

_'-'Q---“- - - - _— .
; - - e b w- e A Bl TR g W == e rg— A o a—— s — . St " i S———— ——

" PRICE 1d. WEEKLY.

* The LS.L. Phoenix.
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. - 1 he un]eu‘shing’ of the De(felnbrist
packs on the 1.8.1. and the banging,
holting and barring of the Trades Hall
cgates against it, have already produced

- their effect on-the Johannesburg Branch
“whose monthly meeting this week was

the most crowded and enthusiastie for
over a vear past.  Recognmising the
temporary necessity of suspending pub-

Clie meetings on the lines of previous

routine, the comrades addressed- them
selves with a will to devising alterna-
tive methods of propaganda, as well as
to maintaining the finances. Subserip-
“tions exceeding a month's  net collec-
tions were taken on the spot and 1t 1s up
to absentees from the meeting to follow
suit with bags of (erman gold, hot by
the last mail—the Treasurer’s P.0O.
Box 1s 1915 *‘Kvery member 1s an or-
ganiser’’ was the kev note of the meet-
ing: and arrabgements were made
whereby every member will be enabled
to g1ve a monthlv account of his stew-
ardship, both 1n enrolling new mem-
bers (roping in the large bodyv of sym-
pathisers: st1ll  unattached), | S(?(ful:in;!.
new subseribers "to the Press (inelud-
Mg the considerable number who have
hitherto been content to buy the paper
for a penny each week), and carrving
out the manv other mereased tasks set

{lfemselve bv the comrades. In a stirr-

ing' hittle speech’in Servian one member
deprecated the resort- to mere “under-
cround methods, and in that spirit .the
oathering adjourned, its business left
‘unfinished for a later meeting; to the
strains of the Red Flag, under the verv
shadow of a Police Station ! ““The time
will come, aha!”’ as the villain says: e
the coming vear’'s achievements, it was
felt by all, shall echipse anvthing.
hitherto dreamt of. |

'S.P.B.
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N otes of the Movement. 1

On Wednesday in last week the Jew-
ish Speaking Branch held a meeting in
the Palmerston Hall, when Comrade
Julius Wolk delivered a lecturs on ““The
Evolution of Morality.”” Comrade Is-
raelstein presided, and the lecturer

" traced the shifting standards of moral-

ity throughout the ages, as the econ-
omic bases of society changed and de-
veloped. It was shown how poverty
was responsible for most so-called
crime. Discussion followed and a very
successful meeting - terminated . with

‘““The Red Flag.”’

-
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The Labonlr Party

By J. M. G.

- The antics of the leaders of the so-
ralled Labour Party, to still hoodwink
the workers of the Rand to (,ontanue"'_

voting for them, is really amusing.
They are posing as (hampmns nf- the

the low ‘cominon
with the. dus: skin. These low fel-
lows not having votes in this part of ife
Union, sge mere cattle, not coﬁlmg
“11;}1111 the mental vision of theqe hmh
and mmhtw place hunters.

Ulls so-called Labour Parf:} mainlyv
composed of Directors of (‘ompanles
disgruntled capitalists, small mlddlé
men, shopkeepers and the superior (?)
sklnf‘d artisan or ganger of cheap col-

evident to anv sane person, 1is of no

earthh use - to the workers.

“Ta

They trot it out on every pos-
sible occasion. It is a shibboleth that
seems to have got. on the leaders”
brains. They make preat speeches on
it and about it in Parhament and out

“of it, and at present are using it to dope

‘the world, and are robbed: 1n, the work-

may not be true, but whether

du%tl'ldl centres, the capitalist engaged
the rack renting house

the workers into voting for them at the
coming Municipal Elections.

white -workers of course, not
or garden labourer

oured labour, with a. qplmkhnw of -other
workers who are unable to straighten -
out the mental kinks and clear their
vision to the undoubted facts that are

xation is a c.tmng plank of this”

The workers produce the Wealth of

shops of the product of their laboul
On the
mere subsistence wage which varies in
all countries, and even in districts of

- each country, according to the stand-

ard of living and the cost of purchasing
the necessaries of life. This is the law
that determines wages, with othet
minor incidénts that cause them to
fluctuate. And 1if all taxation were re;:
moved.- from the food, elothing and
houses used by the worlrer the wages
would be reduced qccordmglv This 1s
what the workers should mentally
grasp, and by doing so realise that
theso vote catching place hunters are

misleading them with the parrot ery of
the mduqtrnl centres paying more than

This mav or
the 13-

their share of taxation. .

in industries,
owners, or the agricultural interests

pay the taxes makes nc earthly differ-
ence to the workers as wage slaves.

The struggle going on in this coun-

average they only receive a’

R
el -
-

try as to who will bear the burden of -

taxation is snmlar to. the struggle that

took place in Britain, during the Nin-
teenth - Century, between “the Tor )

party representing the landed interesis

and the: Whig Party representing the

industrial capitalists, |
was practlcallv at an end many vears *

previous to the beginning of the War.

owing to the fusion to a great extent

a struggle that ;

of landed interests in commercial and.
manufacturing enterprises. During the

|

intensity of the struggle between these
capitalist and landed interests the wor:
kers gained many concessions, from
either parties, as sops’ to gain their
votes sops that were futﬂe to prevent
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_other part,

'E‘about 1in the proper way.

,.s:nlumS,
leave the slums alc_)no,

THE INTERNATIONAL.

the degradm oy
svstem

Another shibboleth these place hun-
ters keep- before the voters 1s the re-
moval of slums, and the erection of
sultable- housmg accommodation - for
the workers. A laudable object if goue
' But do thesc
leaders ever pause to ask what caus:s
"and having
and remove the
canse. ' '

Slums are just as inevitable:: nade
our present system of society -.¢ profits.
It 15 one of the diseases inherent in the

S¥ stem that cannot be eradicated with-
“dut destroying the svstem.

To attempt

to remove the slums is hopeless.
them 1n one part of a 10wn thev 1mmed-

iatelvy make their appearance in an-
1t cannot be otherwise un-
der a svstem. of societv that denies to
the many the opportumtv of toiling for
that ‘bhare su‘mlshnoo that 1< tho only
row*xrd nf leour |

‘For any partx protendmrr to repre-

.se,nt L’lbour, to make taxation or the

removal of slums, main planks of their

fighting programme 1s foolish.  So

dense thev cannot understand the first

- elements of the economices of labour as

~ to the law of wages, and so blind to the
brutality of our present system of so-

ciety, as not to see that slumshnd pov-
erty are essential to our syvstem of pro-

duction for. profit. Tf these people were
able to see an inch bevond their selfish

office seeking thev have the best ewi-

dence '1n the slums and poverty condi-

‘tions of Johannesburg. A new city, 30

ginning 1n time. and

vears old, that has 1n proportion to pop-
ulation a ﬂlum area equal to any of the

older cities in Europe, with all the
criminality, prostitution, policemen,
police courts, gaols, and all the filth
and abomination that invariaby accom-

‘pany our boasted cwlhsatlon

- No, the workers don’t pav tfn(es and
the sooner thev turn down the politacal

place hunters the better. Their tinker-

ing and whitewashing of the present

qutem is of no use to the workers.

The festering sores of present society
can-only be dealt with in one wav,and
that 1s by destroving . T{ has a be-
hke all other
things 1n nature.must end 1 time, antl
that point 1n time can bhe materally
hastened by the workers en masse
crasping this fact and orgamsing to

‘cubstitute in its place the Republic of

T.abour.

It was reporwd of the notorious Bob--

bie T.owe, the Whig, that when the gec-
ond Reform Bill pvassed the House of

Commons. enfranohmm{: the: working

class, he s'ud ““Gentlemen, we must
d t ters !’ Th t

now educate our masters! ¢ Nex

Parliament enacted the Education Act

of 1870,

interested themselves more and more in
the education of the workers, thelr
fiercest conflicts ‘raging very
around the particular kind of . mental

““‘dope’’ that was to be administered to

the rxsmg generatmn of the proletariat.

J. WlLTON BOLD

o

influence of the wage

found the cause,

(’loso

and from that time onwards
‘the Capitalist and landlord classes have

oftent
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(Tabinet.
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The Russiah Tangle.

. The real inside facts about Russia
are slow to filter through. There 15 2
danger of being too optimistic as to the
course of events. The whole problem
arises from what the Russian Socialists
consider the paramount necessity of
continuing the War, what for is not
clear, as they affirm that not one drop
of Russmn blood shall be spilt for con-
quest. Russia has her Social-Patriots
like other belligerent countries, and
they are men who form part of the
Lenin terms Techeidze a
social patriot and reformist. And the

- Mail papers indicate that they have ‘at

iiiii

least countenanced most reactionary
measures against their Maximalist
comrades after the disturbances of
July. '

s %

“Phe Revolution in dancer’ was the
whole-souled cerv.of the Socialists 1n
Julve prior to the Korniloff rebellion.

| Rmd the following moving appeal 1s-

-~ sued by the “Rabochava Gazeta.

A front 1s agaim on the merease.

BIE

" the
Socialists,

orean of the Mencheviks

{Reformist).—

“The greatest danger for the Rus-
stan Revolution 1s the long drawing out
nf the war-and the economic dissolutinn
which that must bring. The maost
qpec-:'dv conclusion of a democratic

peace 18 a matter of life and death for
the Russian Revolution. Would that

onr comrades - abroad might hear us!

Wonld that they might hasten to help .
our Revolution, the hope 6f all peoples !

Would that they could understand that
the struggle for peace is too slow in de-
veloping among them, and that onlv 1n
that strugele lies salvation for our Re-
volution. Would that thev could under-
stand that the defeat of our Revolution
means a defeat of the international
proletariat.””

The Russian Reévolution, hke
previous revolutions, 1s incapable of
coming to a resting place. It must

. either go forward to 1ts proletarian end

of a Social Revolution or back to reac-
{ionary capitalism. It cannot poise at
the moderate, enlightened hourgeos,
pacifist. Iiberal-labour stage.

The cables aver that there is pract-
nH\ no Russian army in  existence,.

:md_ that fraternising on the Eastern
But the

Ministerial Sociahists have postulated
that a separate peace spells calamity,
and will bring the dictator back, either

"Russian or in German uniform. -
Therefore. while thev. denounce the.

{zerman. British and French Socialists

for voting war credits against the for-
eign dictator, thev allow this hvpo-
f}mqm to he the starting point of then
problem. Thev have mnquered one
Dictator by maiss ‘action, but have no
hope of repea‘rmrr the e\plmt Thus
started, Chaikoski, a Socialist Deputy.
elaborates the problem with Marxist
clearness: up to'a point.— -

‘““The danger of our position lies in

*the fact that we are waging a world-. -
war, which we are bound to continue,

and that at the same time. whether we

our social revolution.

will 1t or not we are forced to complete

‘The war de-
mands a strong State;.the social revol-

all -
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once thelr subjects met a citizen from
The Refusal Of PaSSPOTtS | the:opposing efimp . 1n peaceful con-
versation. . . When theyv reiterate our
. guilt of the world catastrophe, that we
’ ~are fighting from lust of conquest under
S _ ' the compulsion of a despotic system,
“Th Cambridge Magazine,’ } that we are spreaders of a militarism
 from German Socialist and Liberal pa- | inimical to eivilisation from which the
pers to show the tremendous effect on ; world must be saved, we can simply

l

|

|

g

!

ution demands a weak State. In this
combination lies the tragedy, of our
~position. In Petrograd the war is for-
- gotten. At the Front there is no
thought of the Social Revolution. . . .
On the other hand the war demands
money; it demands not only military
but also financial strength. If the So- .
cialists take all the power into their.

Afnd t_he ' ltalian ' Debacles '

quotes
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own hands they will find themselves ~ the Rerman people made by the ypefusal answer: ‘You lie, because vou would
bankrupt within a month.. = ~ of passports to Stockholm on tlie part not let us give the counterproof, you
- “And do you know what bunkruptcy | of Allied Governments. The effect has did rot dare 2o to Stockholin.”

means It means that goods will dis- { been to strengthen again all the forceg _ How the Allied Gm"mnnwnt have de-
| aﬁpear from the markets, particularlv . of national defence. and to give all feated their own ends 1s evidenced by

bread. . . .And then. when there 18 no "~ shades-of nationalism a me’ving appeal the now complete unwillingness of the

more: brmd 1n the markets, famine will* . to the German workmen. Mayv it not _I* Russians to fight for an alliance whose

tollow, and at the same we shall have he that tlte tremendous ope “ttlon.s on ©every act is redolent of that Prussian-

anarchy, and there will be no sense in . the Italian front are the direct conse- ' 1911_1 it professes to ﬂbl‘lol‘- “The result
has. been a strengthening of solidarty <
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talking of confidence or lack of con- | quence of the refusal of pagsports for |, | _
fidence. Then the dictator will appear. | Stockholm?  The : following excerpt I in the Central Empires  almost coms-
And the dictator will be the first popu- ; - from the J“Vdsslsche Zeitung’’" shows | plete immunity for Gf_-‘l‘lllil_“ arms on the
lar officer who ¢omes along. Tt is pos- '~ how 1t has suited the book of the Ger- ; Fastern Front, resulting in the concen-
‘ a1ble ev en that” the dwtatm WIH be a 7§ snan c'{pltahstq Thev were not par- 1 tration pf forces in the present Itahan
g German o * '~ ticularly anxious for the Xllled Soc,ml- drive. The Capitalist (GGovernments
'; - The point where he seems fa et en- - . ists to attend :— l Will e fldf f‘(% with the alternatives of
: f:..me-]ed In hourgeos nroblems 18 in the ) ““Not only the German Socialists, bu{ - € ]iei Imm mﬁ{ m({ *“m" “'u“;}' ()qu’OWf‘T
5 car of bankruptev. as if foreign bonds | also the great majority of the German 10 the lnterna 101 proletariat at Stock-
: and not labour were the- smlrce of | people feel that it will be of great im- ' ho]m OF .(?f s}\leng"thenmg' the so-called
& value, . portance to Germany's future if con- enemy hey chose to stremgthen
8 ‘The holding of the bmngemq Con- | wersations could take place between the German’ militarism.
_ ference at Moscow and the carrving of | | representatives of - (ermany and of | ‘
3 the Mﬂ?lmﬂhﬂt resolufmn in the Coun- } Russia. And if these conversations are g S
3 -l oof Workmen are the: two outstand- *~ made easier by the abstention of the

NOTE FROM COMRADE -
ANDREWS.

' _greater number of our enemieg, and if
In -consequence we have more.time to

get to know each other, then this helps - _ -
-th};t understanding which seems to be Comrade Andrews writes by this

wme facts to-dav.: Whether the bour- |
a ¥ery necessary pre-condition to the Mail of his first activities in England

|
~geols  confer from. alarm or  from [
strenath: and whether the Council of |
Workmen’s reselution to take on exe- !
cutive powersand the consequent resig- |
~natinn of Teheidze. e the start of the *’I
decline which the cables nleo has cetin, |
18 th]whethm' in <hort, Russian labour ‘
1a falline bark after a brave pﬂ"m‘f to , ..

the marchine time of the rest of the in- 5 }qr%(;:]iltlt%?,ri:a:+}:mti. b‘ the followmg

|

|

|

|

general dlplomatlc neogitations at the He has’already come into touch with

Ramsay Macdonald, the Labour Party
head office in London then at a Scottish
Confererice of the Labour Party In
‘(lasgow where he has snoken . with
Smillie and Kirkwond., attended
the  Springburn  Socialist  Sun-
‘day School, where there about a hund-
red young Socialists, and concludes
with the remark that he 1s going to at-
tend an. S.L..P. meeting.

)

- Peace Congress.’’
The effect on the German Majonty

ternational proletariat. these are  the “T'he refusal of passports throws a

questions that arise unanswered. Our dood of light for G 5
~ onlv source of hope lies in the nnoanny ood of light for German wor men on
the situation. . . . We must now real-

reticence of th (‘qmtqhqt Press Bureau. ;
' ) 1se 1n every fibre of our being that the

Whichever «ide 18 in the ascendancv the
ficht is weekly hecoming clearer eut he-. | Western Entente States are determined
| o  to . . . refuse every understanding un-

tweend.enin, out for the Social Revolu- .
: til one side is thrown'to the ground,

t d Milvukov. out for capitalist
,:;h; PFURET. TG TOE. G until thev have completed their plans of

robber: and destruction against Ger- . L |
y =3 Here 1s a sainple of the common ex-

rIlrln‘ & & L & & » &

R ploitation of international labour irre-
derstanding : it is refused to us. We

ler | _g‘ - spective of race ‘shown 1n a resolution

|
are threatened with anmlnl_ahon, W& 1 recently pased by the Greenock (Scot-
|
i
!

. We are ready’ for an un-

THE COURT CASES AGAINST

- must defend ourselves.’

_The court cases against Comrades | Ehert, the Social Democrat, writing
- Barendregt and Barlin on - a charge - -
1/ brought bv Trimble and others of hav-
¥~ ine assaulted him at the 1.8S. L mgeting
* broken up on October 14th, is groceed-
ing. The case against Comrade Baren-
~drect has been heard on three davs.
and will be resumed ta-day, Friday.

Our limited space precludes any report
that would do iustice to the case while'at

“1s sub indice : we therefore refrain from’
any comment., and refer our readers to
the reports, so far as they go, of scraps

land)_ Branch of the (‘arpenters’ and
Joiners’ Society :—
5 “That we, the members of the abov=
$ ¢ ® A | | » ‘ : . | .
- ““This 1% an open declaration of war branch. enter our protest agaimst the
acainst Peace bv reconciliation, it 1s action of a firm, acting as agents for
the continuation of the dreadful mas- ! the Ministry of Munitious, paving
f

in the same paper later, said :—
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sacre until, the wildest i1mperialistic coandfﬂmlqlv low and nadeguate wages
aims of copquest are satisfied. The to the miners of Raasay, and when they
same statesmen, who declaim daily on complain, discharging them and re-
the reign of law among the nations and placing l)};’,German prisoners . We con-
a future-ha.rmony of 'interests between aider this to be a particularly disgust-
the peoples thus make. everything de- ing form of blacklegging, inasmuch .as

pend on the machmerv of human mas- priconers of war, 1in anv country, can-
not by any manner of means he consid-
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of the proceedings given in the “*Star’’ sacre 1 St ;
and the ‘“Rand Daily Mail.”’ | It gave the German capitalists and | ered free agents’oy N]t eltr 0Own qif 11:)119,
As we.go to Press we learn that Com-. | wqr-mongers an eﬁectue retort. | and f(;lerez’ore the au}t 1tn]r1 les are ta mg.

~rade Barendreght 1s fined 210 or 14 g ~ ““The Cologne Gazette”” drew atten- ;2130;::[2 e o R mlsers 'm
days.  Notiee of appeal was given. i tion to ‘““the united resolution of the | - I

P ! N - i < hostile powers-to prevent their subjects | The ] -+ of th dm s of

CSTOCRKHOTM FUND ACKNOW- e long report of the procee g _
T F‘DGEMEWTQ —H.B. 5s5.. C.B.I. 25. from conferring with Rusela% Gfrman K the French Socialist Congress appear-
6d.. per P. G. Krugerqdorp, P.G. bs., ‘Australian and Bulgarl%p Subjects. - - 1 ing in the Press conveys nothing more
\ R Hs.. F.S. ba.. EM. 2¢. 6d.. TAA. | “Our enemles could not have pro- than that there has been 2 TOW, that the
claimed in a more glaring manner that Internationals are gaining conﬁdence,

;)q F?(}a l?stqf‘ggéfd PTﬁta] 322 gd.G dAPﬁr ‘ " .they are afraid of the truth, that the and that the truce with Capitalist Goe-
) T ' spell of war-fever artificially fostered ernments ended w1th the fall of Ribot’s

.,C.2.6d., P.
122“ 6;) H. 100., 7M. Ba., C. % Bd ; by them would be hopelessly shattered ' Mmlatry
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~ emancipation, they sa

Die.

at present in opposition to the Bour-

- been divorced from the
where they are constantly-engaged .n

the industrial field, and periodica
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‘Native Worker?

".Biology eor Economics?

~ In discussions on the problems ot or-
ganising the native workers 1n . this
country there .are many factors logt
sight of by the pessimists. “All mén
are born to liberty,” said the philo-
osphic radicals, ‘‘and most men ‘are
bred in wage-slavery’’ adds the Social-
ist: But many of those who.endorse
the right of every man to hberty make

exceptions when confronted with the

case of the native. The vast chasm of
“pirologic’’ difference -1}‘ulhﬁes that
right and will prevent him from ever
following the path™ of

&
-
*

he w . DIe
;C:ho preat obstacle in the w:av.of organ-
ising the native proletariat ‘m . this
countrv-is that it is not yet quite prole-
tarian. - Karl Marx, thé mtellectuql
emancipator of the workers, showed
that what makes the proletariat the oune
revolutionary class 1s the faet that 1t

. 3 | ‘_ 1 1
" has nothing to los¢ but its chains. Suéh
4 class must eventually be brought to
_the. forked road when- the

- i : , |
terpatives left are either to Dy or to
«“Of all the classes whien sland

the OI'lV ﬂ]"r

ecoisie, the proletariat alane 1s « truly
revolutionary c¢lass. The othar classes

decay and go under before mod=1n m-

dustiv; the proletarfat 18 1f.s_ 9pe‘cial
praduet.’”’  (Marx). The work.ugelacs

kY

is the asrendant revolutionary class not

only because it exists by the healthy
p%'inciple‘of labour, but also.because ft

has been divorced from land and pro-
 perty, is, in fact, bereft-of all hopes of

acquiring individual rights in land and
“property. It is the sense of property In
his artisan skill that:vitiates the revol-

2 ~ 5 d " ® |
utionary vigour of the craft unionist.

The native workers - have ‘
soi1l. Eveu

capitalist industry it is doubtful 1f any
large number have given up all hope of

either.

t;iOIlS of starvation | Wiithoiut wages On
the land. This relay system, whereby

the native reserves are used as breed-.
ing grounds fbr native wage-slaves,”

pﬁevents the whole-time occupation of

ity with all his.fellow wage-slaves

a
which must rapidly result . from the

whole time occupation of the native -
| W%Jrlgers in industry. ' '

Under conditions where workers’ are

-
o
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workingclass

not yet

ever acquiring ' individual rights in
~ land. They are not land serfs, and they
are not yet ‘‘compleat’’” wage-slaves.
They are in a worse position than
They get starvation Wa%‘es on -
]l vaca-

the natives in industry, keeps alive in -
" the native worker the lingering "psych:.
ology of the land peasant, and. pre-
vénts the growth of that-sense of solid-
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- ment that has been appearing 1n

~ Provincial Council.,

'_'_‘

THE INTERNATIONAL.
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and it is a tribute to'the conmianal in-
-stinct of the natives that Corner House
methods of recruiting have not made

scabs of them.
The native worker is the typical re-
volutionist in this country. All man-

ner of penal laws and regulations are
“brought in to keep under his nasecent

workingclass sblidarity. Even in the
compounds they class the mnatives ac-

cording to races; vet faction fights get

The institution of ‘‘Kitchen

rarer. utl |
prevents him learning ‘the

Kafhir’’

language of the whites ‘and the whites

from learning his. There never was a
“lingo’’ better suited for keeping alive
his slave status, and for keeping white
and native ‘workers apart while ap-
pearing to be a means of communica-
tion between them. ' '

‘The work necessary to'be done before
“the native can ‘be i1ndustrially organis-

ed is. to convince him that, whereas he

hias lost his individual property. he has
also lost all hope of acquiring any ex-

cept as a class, Instead of looking
backward to the land of his fathers, he

has to acquire the wage-workers psyvch-

ology of looking ahead. of Eknowiny
that his Redeemer lLivetn, not i ks
chief or his parson, but in the work-
ing class. That he 1s dispossessed for
200d : that the wheel of economic dis-
possession never turns back. That he

“must march on with the working class

and, by solidarity, capture the capital-
ist artillery which has
him.
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00 Shop Assistants
wantedo, | | ! | ‘;‘

- »

The above 1s the text of an advertise-
the

papers. At the first meeting held as a

_result of it a ‘““‘Shop Assistants’ Union’’

was formed, and the manager of a large
firm 1n Johanneshurg was appointed

‘President. A letter was also read from
the Administrator of the Province, we

are told, granting recognition " to -the
new Union. o - N
Launched under such auspices can
one - wonder
lengthen the shop hours through the
Jounc Tle conclusion
immediately to be drawn from this
“high’’ - (see Mrs. Beetont’s cookery)

patrohage, is that the Union thus form-
“ed 1s a bogus one. -

At this stage of development‘“the?,
Provincial Council 1s very useful to the
masters but absolutely of no use to the
workers 1n the distributing trades. The
Shop Assistants have been fooled with
the mirage of Shop Hours Act long
enough. The Provingaal Council 1s only

“good enough to register the wishes of
the Side that 1§ economically stronger,
and that-side is the side of the em-
ployers:. ' | '

Almost all that the Shop Assistants

‘ have got from the Provincial Council.is
a regulation that compels them to fal-

dispossessed
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.the value and pav the

- which = Aristotle desicnated ag

for one of these, mounted*
‘Should be in every Soecia

Nov. 2, 1917,

that they shall not he too sqeamish
with the register. What is the good of
a Shop Hours Act to o man who s
starving for a job? . Reef traders’ as-
sistants work notoriously long hours.
and Shop Inspectors wax fat. Nothing
can frée the shop assistants from the
interference of the masters
with their rights as men but a solid in-
dustrial organisation that will be able

- to grip the industry.

So tar the agsistants have only. been
able to organise spasmadically when =
Shop Hours Act has been on' the floor

- 1n order to throw thieir little weight in-

to the lobbying. The reason for their

_failure to organise should be taken to
" heart.

- They have failed to organise
simplv for the same reason that their
petty bosses, the small traders, have

failed, or have never tried, to organise,
~ (otherwise they would not be petty tra-

ders). No attempt has been made to
use the big departmental store as the

ndustrial unit of the organisation, and

a groundwork that would keep together
the emplovees in all- the other smaller
«tores. The hig industry i< the secret
of workingeclass organisation, - and
everv big store i town should bhe- a
branch 1n itself of the Shop Assistants’
Union, - i '
While, however, the assistants are
animated by the snobberv of their boss-
es there 1s little hope of sohdarity, and

-master-controlled Unions such as this

latest appeéars to be will be easily float-
ed. Let the shop assistants first realise
that their. class is the workingelass.
ves, that even the black messenger bov
has more in common with them th:'{?.

- they have with the masters, then there

W’tl” be some hope of a Union for them.
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“Anstotle once said that, in order for
slavery to disappear machines would
have to be invented to do the work of
n. He never dreamt of such ma-
chimes existing and the largest portion
of the human race being ‘enslaved to
them for the benefit of only a very few.
who not even are truly benefited, as
they are no longer the intellects of the

world.  But it is quite natural that the

enslaved c¢lass should first have to learn
' _ price of liberty.
n‘H r'l l 1 '. | ¢ . Y1
Le  who would.- be free must himsgelf
strike the blow.”” The machine is here
| ' the
emancipator of mankind., It only re-
mans for mankind to emancipate itself
trom 1t. .Man has harnessed the |
ments to h:s will, let him now harness
his will to control the giant he hag

. called into life '-——Olive M. Johnson.
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"Handsome ductions 1t
\ndsome reproductionsg‘of a Portrait

of KARL MARX for fsale, £1 each,
from I.S.L. Offices. o =
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Help. the League Fufids by sending

I

IBin. x 16in.

oulC * 15t home. The
portrait of the great Proleta.ﬁane Phi](-)- '

employed in capitalist indystry only for
’  short periods alternating with periods
on; the land, the most. enlightened white
workers could hardly organise. . These
- are -conditions which - create. scabbery,

. Send to Box 4179, Johannes-

~ Printed b ‘the U. P. & P. Oo.. Ltd.
_ for'the I.S.L. Box 4179, Jobannesburg.:

sify éttendanci registers six times a’
week. Butchefs’ assistants, restaur-
ant girlsy etc.; have béen taken on by

their masters on the expregs condition
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