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“Those 32 Vetes.
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Reverting to the result of the Tloyewlle election, last

Fnday, when Mr. C[BH\VB“ the Labour Party Candidate,
came top of the poll with elght hundred odd votes, and the
rest nowhere, a few™ points deserve attentwn The Labour

Party poll was.about the same as at the Genelat Election.

What happened to the capitalist voters seems to he ‘that they

refrained from Votmg Creswell was allowed past’ the sentry

post with: the capitalist watchword.
The poll of 32 in favour of Comrade Wade the can-—

dldate of the League, is the lowest yet recorded for us.” This
came immediately after the League galned WOl kmgclass 1ock-

hottom at its annual Conference.

‘All political partles that have no economic basis, or

economlc power, -are Ut()pla,’l The
It 1"ep1tesents the small proper-
ty holder, the agent, and the Craft Unionist whose property
is his craft vamty, —all fag-:;_ends ofﬁqu,iﬁckl_y vanishing eCONno-
mlc forces. A L ? " '
) The I.S.L. if it is not to be UtOpian
economic basis in the growing mass of the propertyless indus-
It is & fme;hadowmg of their consciousness

as a great emancmatmg and emancipated class. But thls
gleat mass of the proletariat. which was only 1eplesented by

must find its

| ',’{\.‘ votes in the Troyveville c¥ntest, happens in South Africa to.

" he BL ACK, and therefore disfr anchised ¢ and soclally outcast.

The LS. L. has no hope of lool\mg to the Tabour

| Pm v constit: 1en!::- the small shopkee; )ez and the artisan, for

.- eariler,

from being Utopian.

.sections

right.

IlV ldl”'(, Hae K ng. L(m%cquentl\' 1t .18 nwm 4 lllw Mahom-

med < eotfin l)f:tv"'een A1 ecmmmlc hasis wluch 1t }mg bofe 19 =

cand rhat other é(‘onmrnc

eralt unionist hasis:

its fate -the
basis which it i< its missihn yvet to develop —the great indus-
L1 11 broletar L. e | '

) Inte: na 10*1 1 b scialismh in

‘11")“11110‘ ﬂ 1101 A virile pmpa anda to awaken the native wage-

South Afvdea therefore i«

seiousness of his great mission of human reclamation.  To
the League is entrusted this work. This wor"l_c alone ‘saves it
And in this work we. hope to \enlist all
of the workers, -including those who redlize the
ephemeral nature ot their artisan status.

I .
{

- Thisis what makes Industrial ‘Umonlsm a live wiire.
in South Africa,—the natlve worker.

ThH 1s also why the

political field becomes a sine qua non It is'an axiom of Soc-
ialist economics that all anti polltlcal societies degenerate

1nto conspuames That axiom becomes a fiery warning to us'in
South Africa. ALL PROPAGANDA AMONG THE NA-

TIVE WORKERS CALLING UPON THEM TO COMBINE

" INDUSTRIALLY IS A CONSPIKACY AGAINST “ WHITE

SOUTH AFRICA”, (that is, propertied South Africa). Only

~on the political field can that. call. be made as a-matter of
"Whether it be 32 votes or 2 votes, this must increas- -

FREEDOM TO

1ssue for us:

ingly become the political

COMBINE AND POLITICAL RIGHTS FOR THE N ATIVE
WORKER '

and wiithh the native his white prototype, to a con-
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an stand solidly together,

Let the Tramwavmen rely on thelr own sohdarlty, or have
ne Um.on at all. -

Before us lies a circular issued by the P1651dent of
the Tramwayv Union of Tohannesburg on the eve of a general
meeting of delega“‘ee The matter 15 not merely a domestic one
of the T ramwaymen's organisation. It concerns the whole
worl\mgclabq movement. Here is a Union which has twice.
cenquved its Pl@Sldent who has twice been compelled to re-
sign his position in consequence. He is again standing for
office, and is undoubtedly backed by the Management in his

candidature. -
There i an agitation among the tramwaymen for

They instinctively realize that the custom
in the Muniupal and Civil Services of grading the men ac-

‘cording to terms of service is only a trick . keep them dis-

united. | ‘

They also want to abolish overtime. The overtime
systen is another trick of managements to get a grip over the
Ifull pay plus overtime becomes gradually the standard
wage for ordinary time. "It is the thin end of the wage to
break up the standard, and break the men.

The Manifesto of the Union’s President, lhanded over
the counter to the men at the Pay Office, is'a crawling attempt to

idefen(l the ])xe\ent gladmg of the men, and to defend the
“The manner of its pubhcatlon and the |

systent of overtime,

matter contained in i 18 a flagrant betrayal of the men. Pity

thev do not see it. If a
against the men, then this cireular is nothme* (ess than down-
right BCABBERY. ‘ ' -

Dut it s no use wringing h ands over the matter The

point 1s that this barefaced intrigue 1o sponf the Tram--
wavien  (mq mf‘ ol whom ' atre new-chums from the
“hack veld) ithtoueh a Bun President, is done with the.

. Committee, on which
sit. They have beon <ent there
safeguard their interest. T'his precious
comimittee just wcvnt]y held a mocek trial of g4 conductor
10[ lexer*tmg an insult from an inspector, and sacked him. (A

age- elme 1s expected to fight for the *“honour of his coun-

“but w hile on the job he must pm&tltllte LIS own self-

the Tramavay

full cognicance ‘jof
- Socialists”

_lm')om 1tes and®

- Let the workers realize that Municipal employ and.
Government employ, like the Chamber of Minex employ, are

all alike Capzm!zxt(mplov Dont be fooled with the idea that

“the people-” employ you. 1t does nct matter how many
I.abourites or Socialists are on the Committees, unless the

(lemde their cwn destinies en masse, the "Labourites and the
“ Socialists " are equally under the thumb of Capitalist dicta-

tion with the other members. In this Johanneeburg Tram-

way Uommittee we have another proof that Labour and
Soeialist representatives can do nothing, can even do harm,
unless they carry instructions from a2 workingclass sohdly
organised. There are not many members of the Tramwaymen'
who would crawl for favours from the bose Then why do
they allow their Union to crawl.

to the whole crew. He canonly buy out a few of the wily
ones. The only way to lift the status of all the members is
to fight, and fight openly and sohdly Away with the grading
system. - Away with overtime. : - Away with Bum PreSIdents!

scab is a man who sides witn the boss |

assert their own strength, and

No boss can give favours -
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primarily ¢conomic. Fi?'l(.--.f“ the macerial

condition« of life. the mode in which

the wealth of the  com mi‘mii\: e
produced and diztributed, constitates
In a wyery cerucial sonse 'f:ho basie of

The want of

evervthingg,

of this fundamental principle on the
part of aniddle class reformers an

called Labour leaders has 104 them
astray and hefogeed  their nu;ntnl
VISION. | _ |

We who recoznise the predomi-

nance of the material
the main factoir< cor-

and ccon:,
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conditions

trolling society,—standing to-day at

“the beginning of the 20th century, are
in a position to understand and read
the lessons from - the past, more

especially asthey are unfolded to us
by. the development of the past century.
of society
‘the com-

complex

secen the form
eradually changing from
paratively simple., to

of to-day. - The system

the

nature of

economic production at the beginning

of the 19th century was one wherein

‘the employer, the small capitalist, was

not very far removed from his workers.
He could be approached by them

-discuss their grievances and generally

gave a sympathetic hearing if nothing
more. But that position was gradually
changed as the century rolled on. The
small capitalist, as competition in the
growing -markets of the world hecame
forced to combine wi 3
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Why <hiould nos Shejalists studv
cificlency  and  or ganisation?  Why

<hould there not be an International
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the tailor who was very busy in Iab- | =0 nich draws near. A fight to a Be clginm, von Bissing, who =avs: At
| { o e = ' ‘fiu..] W | A NS & L7 T b L-' : 3 : . . ‘
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we o forward to our objectivoe " ‘hine te
ve o forward to our objective: ™ full and nmlnng tends more to weakena

¢ (Go?lds.tein)

Was - a

Ma~on vwho opine.l that
and
he never g-wt_i,sisi(lé the Soctalist move-
keenly desirous

“erook,” in conscquence

ment here as he was

| uf (Il()in”‘.

ownership and control by the workers
themselves of the machinery of pro-
duction.” '

1o ;-1(=hi.f::!‘--'e thic, the workers will

nation than if a large part of it is com-
pelled to do nothing for vears,”
The capitalist press finds that this

is sheer hypocrisy-—in the case of the

mgamao i their Industrial

capture the’ po]]tlcdl <tate,

have to CGermans. It alleges that that nation,

the wif. lhe Australmn up-
“invoking the methods of African slave

t (The Illegal Soc-

That by

_— Umnn-. u)*
ava.l :m 1 EL:-:

. | andthe control of the armed forces ; | finders s conanered raoiane ? Tvac
eties B 111) Dx oves again the trutl; of ™ ¢ : O " traders in the conquered regions,” has
has and then use their Industrial Unity as stamped on itself “The Mark of- the

Karl Marx's prophecy. Marx
pointed out that the result of what to-
"would inevit-

the Govern-

the administrator Of qoclcttﬂ*r s madt qwal

_ AN Beast.” But isthishypoerisy confined to
needs.  This all

theGerman Junker ? Let us be fairand
hare alike in this matter. Where is
Loy ~lass soclety that does not bear the |
“mark of the Beast?” Where is the
class cocietv that does not agree with
von _Bissing when he prates about

| demoi'a.lisation”?-—;,-—provided 1t 1< 1ts
OWN conquests itistalking about and -
‘not those of some warring capitalist

done, governipant,
with its appanages of police, nrikons,
bavonets and blu_dgé()ns; will drop away
and die. For the State is but an in-
vention for the suppression of the ex-
])lmted class.
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~ The South African Mine Workers.

- Union having put certain demands to

‘ the Chamber of Mines on the eround

¢ that the cost of living had gone up, a-
lengthy - reply was . received by the |
Union this week, Wthh has appecned

day we call ** sabotdage

ably be the full use b}
ment (at the instigation of the. enemy)

of every weapon at its command: tol
keep 1n %uhgection the «lave class. That _
~ his words %hould he <0 w ondeliully
- verified by a * Labour ” Govelnment
adds considerably L0 the value of the
warning. ' '
[t  is significant that the cry of
* Syndicalism ” has “taken the place,
al] aver the civilized, or Tndustr‘ial;se‘d:
W m'ld of “Socialism” to stampede
the mass of law abiding citizens to-

“group or U nation”’
Slavery, open

existed in America until within half a

and undisguised,

entury aco.  The- new pass law in

1n the preds. Durban and the old one in Johannes-

T | : :
The niain demands: of the Union ~burg have produced what 1s slavery 1n

{1{‘11"'—' ' } . ' . . .
N Whe i< that 2 State Soeialism is wre hrushed aside with the exception- | .1} hut name in this country. How
YNV 1“4 1¢ ale olclalls S e , e L ! _ _
' 1 1 o b ] of 2 couple of lesser concessions. The was slavery defended in America: how
. w being strongly  advocate the T - o - . ,
Snow heing &by yTl main  argumeént of the Chamber of are these pass laws defended here ?
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con I ~gomeup. The question with them is German action in° Belgium. The
(f}n;..:,”;n that Socialism = irevitable.. o - et e s ' . 9 . ..
. not. “can you force us to give you Negro wasenslaved "tor hisowngood.”
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' ' | (“300”11 sWoff; <o lie quiet.” In tact, 1t | ,pe assured by the reactionary town

“ Qtate’ Socialism 1< al )1 bhe oft- -
ate’’ Socialism i< abouvto be o S 3 | -, . _ |
\ - -' | argues that the w age-<laves of thl* ~council of Durban that put through the

ered. 'I’h'e‘ :St-;a'te C()i]t‘l-()l 0f Indus;tl:}’_ country care getting nml’"“é wages in | pass law. that “ it is in the natives’
hrnqght thour by the W %I 1.1% Sl.le“ Yl exerss of the price of food th“n work- | interest” and ;[‘umld prove a boon to
the © best people.” that o s casicr lo., m..:-; ' . | R . Cae .

e AN e B Badie Rirenie B et oFF e CUsTIN d-“.\.’ _f>th@} Dﬂlt of the world. thg law-abidinz section of the natives
mare g P ”/”'9 *””‘f* - Slak -‘5‘}’“ MZ;S.}_)‘Z U] Thus is the I\’I;U‘Ki&n dogma again _ Has not that beend the argument
_the approv ed Hyud nmneb‘q;le], _:,_I an(li vindicatsd,~ that the subsistence level | of tne plutoerat everywhere in defence
t}.l_.d I} ”:; is undey pure unadu _tL,,a{tet | of G‘(l‘st'ﬁI]CO really decides the wages of | of his depredations? In the Congo?
Capitalism. (Jonqequentlv h?ey a E:y the wor Linf" class under the Ca pitalist @ In the Phillipines? In Ireland? In
welpmne the proposition W M OPell system. The white miner may look | Tndia® In grabbing Griqualand West ?
arms, the wor having <hewi them down' enhis !lock hammer boy, but' | In enticing Shangadns and Xeosns into

qchemo It i1s a
the

-the bn auty of the
mmo' guibbrle to arg cue that
and woes of Statﬂ control are l)mu”ht

the Chamber ¢, Mines puts him in | themines of Benoni and Krugersdorp ?

ills e
. same catezory. To the masters he is In of compounds

the s runmng a svstem

wheroe vice 1s encouraged, side by «ide

a bum-slave whose wages are higher
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use this same exc'u'se everywhere?
Has there ever been any lack of

preachers to justify any usurpation and

tyranny of the Julmfr class in almost

" these eame 1(1entlcal words ?
When the wheat farmers of the

prairies of Ca,na.da, short of hands,
seize wandering labourers and compel

them at the point of a shotgun to work
in the ﬁelds till harvest IS finished.
does the press of that country object
fiercely? It does not.
It does not yell “ Slavery,” but com-
placently remarks that “ it.is for their
own good,” and that it is ~ a b ottom a
blessing,” and * nothing so“démioral-
ises,  etc., ete.,—and all the rest Qf the

- von Bissing unction.

Wheﬁ the sugar planters bf Natal
| 'want more land to explmt and the
natives reduced to landless wanderers
dependent on their daily deeé alone,
hence cheap and submissive as labour,

they manage to get bills mto parlia-.
ment that take the land away from the
native locations. Does the press stand
Up and howl “ Robbef")%?_" Far from
it. It "approves. It does not call out
¢ Thlef " It complacently.
(see almost any issue of the Natal

Mercury) that ‘it is for their own

good and * ‘at bottom it.is a blessing, "
and nothlng S 80 demorahses and
weakens as -—and all the rest in. tlue

von Bissing style. |
Of course they have alwa,ye demed

and do deny that these -things are

“slavery” or ‘robbery.” So does von
Bissing. If their denial is good, why
not his? If their excuses are valid for

' them W hv are they not valid for Kim

“and all the other Germans 2 oOr will -
capitatist

you contend that the other

nations have a moral monopoly of this |

cant which (Germans cannot share?

The ~ Marx of the Beast” is not
confined to Germany. All the others
' ' cqually.  They are
with the same brush, branded with the
same mark—the mark of capitalism
and class rule. That is the " Beast”
that rules wha,t is called the * civilis-

ed woild’
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The strength of the Socialis®
movement depends not primarily upon

the number of votes which it polls,
nor upon the number of parliamentary

seats which it occupies, nor upon the
number of municipalities which it

contrgls in the name of Socialism,.
but most and ‘chiefly upon the degree

with which it pursues the interests
ot the proletana.te exclusively.

AUSTIN Lem

It approves.

remarks

| rade Becker,
mittee of the League.

ple to the M.C.

women
‘the Johannesburg district are invited
~toa meeting of the Entertainment

tarred

- centres.
only do their duty, that suecess will

THE INTERNATIONAL

International Socialist League (5. A.)

OBJECT: To propagate the principles of
Internatiotal Socialism

and-to maintain and stresgthen international

- workingcelass organisation.

P, 0. Box 4179 ‘Phone 6935.
G Trades Hall, Rissik Street, Johannesburg

General Scecretary : D. Tvon jom

LEAGUE NOTES

The League's plopagcmda, activi-
ties were continued in Johaunesburg
last Sunday. 'I'he open air meeting in

front of the Town Hall was addressed
by Comrades Ivon Jones and Bunting. -

Comrade . Bunting’s address was very
attentively listened to by the crowd.

The police were very-much in'eviden-

ce. oo .
Comrade Campbell addressed a

good mMmeeting in the Trades Hall on
“The class struggle on the Rand.”

Comrade Campbell s was a farewell
address prior to leaving Johannesburg.

A most 1interesting resumc of the
development of the Labour and Socia-
list movement on the Rand- was given
to a full audience. |

The Exodus from Johannesburg
this week included Comrade Andrews
and' " family, Comrade Campbell
andi(@omrade Mrs. Petterson. All for
Durban and Zululand.

The Management Committee has
appointed Comrades W. Reid and Fred

Robertson, with the Treasurer, Com-
as the KFinance Com-

The Press Committee so far con-
sists of Comrades Gibson, Tyler,
Bunting and 1Ivon .me_,, Editor.
These are sub-Committees responsi-

The WOMEN COMRADES.,  All the
comrades of the J_...eague n

Committee to he held in the Trades
Hall, - on Wednesday Evening noxt.

the 7th inst., to discuss with renr N el
tatives of the Man: v’enwn' Comniittae
Wways and means of ratsing fands iop

the coming year, The ¢ h:.ii""ll"hl Of

the Lieague, Comrade Andrew \; IHE
will have a few words 1o say j.-:.'r ihf.}
women comrades. '

CARRY ON!

You, thereader of this 1 1110 Socialixt
paper, can do a lot of work for Social-

Sism. You can do the MOST '1mpm tant

W”Oll\. it ig pObfalble to do fer Socialism
atithe present time. And you c¢in do it

without the least fear of victimization.

What 1i1s that

_‘1110.4:t' important
work ? It is to get th

Fevolutionary

message into the hands of every intel-
ligent wage-earner.

“The _lntel nation-
a,l't 1s making most gratifving head-

way 1n every large town in 3South

Africa, thanks to the enthusiasm of a

few devoted comrades in the various
But if all good bocmhsts

be trebled in. the coming year, |
- What . we -ask of you is very
little. If you cannot get subscriptions,

you surely know of a few workmg-
men who "are class conscious, and

who are waiting for the call of vevo-

h.ttwnary Semallsm Send ' us \thelr

.

} Z

and  anti-militarism

- for the

- cause you

February 2, 191%

names. and addresses, and we’ll do
the rest. et every new reader take on
this job, make an endless chain of it.
Some of the comrades are making
much greater sacifices. Do you there-
fore thls httle service for the move-
ment _ |

That does not say that we are
not also appealing for new subecnp-
tions and financial "help for “The
International’”. We want the men,
we want the money too. Send along
the names of all possible readers,

~and swell the marching throngof those

clear visioned wage-earners who will
have a definite workingclass purpose
in thischaos of doddering capitalism.

S —— 3=

The capitalist press like to per-
petuate the fiction that the Tommy is
consumed with hatred for “the Hun”,
and prefers a death sentence to being.
invalided home. In Patrick Mc Gill’s
book a soldier 1is shot in the arm.
His mates say, Lucky dog, that will
take you to England.” Or words to
that effect. -

~ The matter is Very naively put
in a letter from'an invalided Spring-
bok to his mother :

Anyvhow, I managed to get round
the doctor, and he has put me down
Base; that means I wont
be going to France any more. He
saild: " Don’t be downhearted be-
can’'t go back to the
front.” I thought to myself. * Do
you see any green in my eye?”

BRANCH DIRECTORY.
Benoni:—Meetings every Tuesday even-
ing at Smith’s Studio, 14 Lake Avenue.
Sceretary: T. Chapman, ¢’'o Lake Avenue
and Swan Street,
Johannesbure liastern Districts:-—Secre-

tary C. 13 Tyler, 13 Livans St Forest
1111]..

Johannesburg Central ;(—DPublic Meet-

Cings every Sunday night at Trades Hall,

[Rissik Street., Sceervetavy o AW, . C. Gily-

Cson, 2353 Smat Streed, Wanderers View,

.}o}mmwah ro Vestern  Districys: —
Secretary s DL BLK, 23 Forreira Steeet |
Hmmlamn —Jomt  Doeretarics W
Prince, Box 44, and 2. I Diecker, 51
(Jueen St _ S
. Durban : —Public meatings every Sun-

dayv night at Acutts Buildings, Seeretary
W. 5. Mabbobt, 353 Point Road.

I'he General Dealer business regis-
tered at the Revenue Oflice,.Joh annesbuig
on January, 1916, by the The Smokeless:
(‘oal Agency ‘ Ltd.,f o1, - Staib . Street,
Doornfontein, was l'emoved ‘to Newtown
Coal Yards. Newtown,

C. & L. Chngman Parties Agents,
25, Mercantile Buildings, Commissioner
and Siinmonds Sts,, Johannesburg, 26.2.9

W

“The General Decaler’s Kaflir Eating
llouse and Butchery registered Boksburg
1916, name M, Hirschowitz trading as
¢ Hyman & Hirschowitz” on stand 173,

Driefonteir Farm, abandoned and partner-

A ship dissolved on the 31/12/186, ‘)6 2. 9

Printed by the Elite Pfinting Works,
" for the I1.8.L. Box 4:1‘79, Joh'burg.,
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