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* THE ORGAN OF

It 1s one of the ironies of life that re-

formsg urged by public-spirited men for
-years 1n the face of much abuse have
been adopted, in the end, by the ruling
classes for ulterior ends. . A - notable
instance 1s ‘the idea of a League
Nations to prevent war, which has been

referm 1n most countries, and is now
likely to be adopted by the capitalistic
(overnments of Europe. .To end war?
Oh, dear no, it cannot do ﬁh_a't",‘: but for
the purpose of greater unity in the sup-

F
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advocated for years by the leaders of |

pression of the class war, and to pre-

vent the international viectorv of the

]
F

soclalists and  othe®s for years to get
the State to provide for the welfare of

always heen o -socialist axiotn that the
commanity -as- i whole should be re-
sponsible, and every individual in the
community, married or single, parent

-~ all ‘cluldren born in that State. It has

or ‘childless, should be respeusible. for,
the welfare and upbringing of every-
child born in that comamunity. But for

various reasons; chief of which is that

ot

~ ‘working classes. The same: fate has be-
- fallen the agitation carried - on by $he
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bringing of infants, and fulure hus-
bands are to be impressed with the ur-
gent.néed for more bables. Processions

loving *’ wives of the workers tlie im-
portance of the present campaign. No

“doubt we shall see netices, somewhat

t"-l-—-—--..,

- the workers huve never been sufficient- .

Ifpalive to their own interests; this agi-
thtion has neveir taken root, ‘and- the re- -

sult’ i1 -all "countries has’ been disas-
trous. Uhe effeet of the apathy 1n this

country. is plainly seen-in: the statistics

|

provided by the Director of Census: In
the two ‘vears for which figures are
.available, 1914-5, the” nuimber- of ‘deaths

“and food, with :insufficient: clothes
‘viece.

need soldiers.

after the ~tvle of {he recruiting  no-
tices and placards, such as © Husbands
do” your duty. The Embire calls for
men,” or Ui vou ate too old to fight,
help to make Baby Week a 'success.

Do it now. The last man will tell.”

We can imagine one of the organ-
1sers of this campaign calling! upon the
wife of a worker and giving her an ad-
dress on ‘‘ Fuller’s Earth and when to
use 1t,”’ and being asked, *“Why all
this sudden concern for the children of
the workers? "The children- of the
poor for hundreds of years have been
reared on insufficient adulterated milk

r

keep them - warm, in -the. midst of

_ be : - quite
honest she' will pluntly reply: *“ We
" Now the cat s out of
campalgn should nod be

the bagy.” This « _
called ** Baby Week.”” The cOoncern 1s

‘not for babies assuch. It is:for babies

as potential soldiers. It should rightly
be -called ‘¢ Gun-foddep Week.”” “They
need men-for the army. - No doubt tipon
the energy of the ndtio Cduring ‘‘Baby
Week’’ and after dépends the strength

LS

of -that army which will brin g “victorv

to the Allies in that ““great push *
which will end the war “‘in-thie spring

ate to be held in the .principal streets-
~to mapress upon the *f luxury-and-ease-

- to

rightf ui-conditions of degradation and
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Idings, 54, Fox Streest, Johannesburs.

“weeks behind with

' testify that

“vou could get

I stopped one mornine outside the

office of the boss, and heing curiois I
hstene-d to what was being said. - I
heard the following conversution - ;

Boss: And is this the first place you

have come to?
Stranger: No; I have tried all over

this morning, but there ig nothing do-
ing. All'the shops are full up. - -
- Boss: How long have voi been try-
img to sell this commodity ? L

Stra nger: l'or six weeks now ; I. have
gone without meals

bei h my rent.
sake give it a chance. NS
Boss: Have you any papers reélating
to the quality, ete., oi this' commodity’?
Stranger: 1 have several. They, all
1t 1s a smooth working’
tool. “Always obedient to the touch of
tne owner. - e
- Boss™ H’'m, that's ali vight, But the

I'or.-Ged’s

{

price is rather high.
cReaper. = o
*E‘Etmnger: But T am ‘
you-don’t know what it .s to. have s
wife and child pining for want of ot
-Boss Tut-tut, no sen ti_fn:e'jﬂ"‘t; pleaie.
How old are you? -’ j‘. ;' "",,j“%;:;-
Stranger: Twenty-five. g
| 'BOS'S - Youare ver;j: 5“011112:‘ tO heh

. f{f+'f.)

‘
&
“

¥

.« ; ~ . - | - ;
rietd.  You should have waited . vumid
more for this-.rcommodi#y:

Stranger: Well, won't you give mé'y

for days, and I’'m,

married.  Gol,

chance ? -What will you give e P
Boss: £12 a month.. . =~ "

- Stran ger:- That will hardly 71{_eéﬂ;‘£iﬂ
1n- comtort. - Make it £159.. We-.can
Just exist on that. . . 7 L7

Boss: I am sorry, -hrt ‘these ‘ate my

of 1938.

The capitalist class knows that this

18 not the last war., They know that as
long as their rotien system:lasts there
- will always be wars, ‘and they are get-
| ting -mady now to fight them as they boemae T b : _ oy

" have always so courageously done to erms. I will buy the commodity wou
., the last-(working) man and to ‘the last “have for sale, although I could ge$. it
- (worker’s) shilliny.”” In the futwre | ~ cheaper, - | . g
. “*"‘ war for “Liberty, small nations’’ (see . ‘Stranger:: Yes, single men.

- In 1916 the proportion of deaths of in-
~ fants below one year was 86.05. Ter-
rible as is_the state of 'affairs these
hifures reveal, yet beforé and after ilie
commeiicement of ‘the war no general
~ feeling -wiay aroused save among social-
- 1sts: and reformers, to whom_ they ‘were
& striking example of the calléusness {
of ‘capttalisti governmeiits to the wel-
- fare ofii‘rf}.‘q-:i SR

- of infants below one year ‘was 6,953, ’
|

.‘

itire citisens, -
 But, as 'Mrs.” MeMurray  recently

- Liloyd George’s speeches), ete.. eto. Be * o Sy
I A RS ey R iy e - o8 B >), . ete., ete., Dboss: Thatis no concern of voura- T
stated, the principal causes of this - yours,; X

- $hey will rely as they have always done | - have had-several men here- this whornw

+ 5
=, . L ] " l

7 ¢l W . A A v e
holocaust were, bad housing conditions, | upon ‘the dam-‘ne'd . foolishness of the | ing with the same goods: Take'my offer ;|
over-crowding, impure air, oW wages, . workers in providing them - with  the or leave it. I T

- dunk and djsease——allpi‘evlenfgﬁle Ild ,! men and money | t(} ﬁght with_. _' L’-et, the * Sbfranger: Take - lt oT Stﬂﬁ '. | Aﬁ ? ]
- all directly traceable to the wige sys- - | werkers organise a Baby Week”’ of | right, I accept. . .o e

~ tem which is” the buttress of: présent - their own. - Huge meetings to be held | Boss: Be here at 8 in the marming. i1
soclety. One would have thought that | -urging upon the workers to unite to and ‘mind you, everybody he '}nmlﬁ;;- -1
-1t | _\Y‘hlﬂd ha\'e ,. ,fie'e_n t() theintq_rest of o ln{i ke fhe flituré‘_a. brighﬁt Oﬂéf()r t?'heir B | WOIl.d OI“(“d- ;’,h ﬂ,t' é,_as biinerse Oﬁ?r“& ' é?::
yrethat hese | children by overthrowing this rotten | op a youno man coﬁziné' (ﬁi ¢ of’ﬁ“a i

& o . - 48

» ] . - B ‘ - P e -,3'1"-'- Nauit o 1 L N . - - e 5 * - s - | >
mfants would “giow up Realthy Wgﬁg- . 8ystem ahd establishing one in which
The' 1nevitable resdlt of this | .. every _"Ch;l_lﬂ, shall b_e'. cared tor, and 1in
.. whieh there will ‘be no female or infant

-ofﬁ:oe I ask_éd him what he sold to ¢lse
chief. He looked at me rather angrily
and then said with a bj tter langh: 2],

. the 'l;illi-ng"-;"c"(a ss . fo ens

+ 3 SIQVE‘-S. Al 118 result U
overcrowding - -of ~ the laboui ‘market
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would have been the lowering of the | labour. The c apitalist is a modern have been in the slave market;
rate of wages, ~ But-recently things : Moloch fattening upon the sweat  of gling  with a beast over the Din ket ..
have greatly changed. " The ‘‘Cape | _womeén,. the blood ;of, infants and the piice of my flosh and blood. . W tdid o
. limes” has for weeks devoted columns ©  self-rogpect 6 men.” Tt'is not **Baby | you think T wee bl ‘Hair pingp”? . 1
" to.the topic of the falling birth rate; . Week !’ we socialists seek to celebrate, --| ° (The above ooﬁversrag;;ibn mihplm (RS
and now a ‘Baby Week’’ ig on the | but * Freedom Week,”> which shall sec alteration can be applied. to thaéil]fof' .

tapis in Johainesburg, ‘Capetown and
“‘elsewhere. Lecturés are to ‘be..given
to tuture mothers on the care and up-

| ¢ the overthrow. of capitalism and the es-
| tablishiment of the Workers’ Common-
o oweglth. ML.

woman and - chjld * labour,
plays, needles, guns,
bibles.) I

- 8ermons, -
rabber coods and -

-
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™ . ‘ 1 }F ? 1 L eition \ i N )
D ' . - -made their demands as a ~ection.  Anwn N ' M f Old
| lsorgalilsatl()i] ‘ action such as this shows the inherent ew CIl Or ‘

Weakneqqes of any federation of crafis

- or trade uniens. The narrow basis of
- craft organisations, with their selfixh o
nu{loolx, compel them to ienore the
units. of  such' 2 tedemhml
prompting them to take advantage of |
that mayv lend atselt

The various semi- phlldlllh] opic. or-
ganisations for returned soldiers (or

to be more correct the newly-organis-
ed mdustral reserve army) are now es-
tablished 1n South Africa. and will be
found to be verv useful alongside the

Notwithstanding the new born social
-~ conscience and the humanitarianisin o
ghibly repcated by the henclimnen in the
pay of the ca pltahqt class, and the pla-

. 8 3
st @ aeSen R 1 A L e S
‘ T gy e me o e o oy W g - i W L gy T S : i
. vl - g i - - . - LI Tk ' o
L L | F -
.

by -askin

“when they

~ they .are bein

titudes printed by the ream in the se:i-

vile press, the workers are still looked:
apon fw their economic

mere machines for exploitation

prodaction of profits.

without control of the tools nec essury
to the production of the necessaries
of hife. And whil«t the present profit-
Permg system continues theyv will re-
slaves and never have that h( T

To see the misleaders of fhe ox‘flgers
—““blind leaders of the blind "—(are
these leaders so blind? or are the\

merely pandermg to the ¢i?(*01101111(" T

norance of the masses?) passing reso-
lutions calling upon the Government to

stop profiteering should make the

of hvmg 18 still soaring, and will con-

tinue to soar, for there is'no possibility
of stopping prohteermg under a sys-
tem of society based upon: profits.

The resclutions pagsed at the S.A.

mic structure of society, have f‘uled

to realise the dreams of these” mis-
Yeaders. The workers have crawled and

humbly praying them to qtop profiteer-
ing; they have demeaned themselves

cost of hiving. - . |
- 'Whilst the present form of society

'bmd on expl()ltdtlon lasts, the work-
~ ers’_ only hope 1s to organisé in such

method as will compel the employing

elass to grant a wage that will enable

them to maintain the present standard

“of life, which is but a mere subsistence.
Inigher or lower, to meet the cost'of
enabling the workers to exist and pro-

duce other workers to take their place

Wgy to where the weary are at

L

pass a
rest.

"‘:‘
'

The failufe of these humble petitions '
~ to stop the rise in the cost of hving has

‘the workets.

gradually dawned upon

- The social conscience dnd himanitari-
an spirit, so loudly voiced from plat-

form-and pulpit and in Jeading articles
in the Press as animating the possess-

ang class, have not resulted in. any

‘amelioration of the workers’ lot. They
are still hewers of wood and drawers of

water to an idle parasitic class who

must have their profits as usual, or
more than usual. But the feeling that

5 exploited 1s ﬁnfhng eX-
pressxon in a demand for higher wavo'es

“Whilst cmongst the an and file the

idea of industrial unionism is spread-
ing, the workers are still saddled Wl’th‘

- the incubus of officialdom, craft union- -
“ism_and sectional action.

The federation 1dea - 80 loudh pI'HIS-:

_ed by its paid officials, has been severe-
1y tested b the actlon of the A. S.E.
 who, although affiliated with the Fed-
eratmn have 1gnored tlnt bodv and
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masters as
and .
Their status to-
day as heretofore 1s that of wage slaves

| that should be the bn thlwht of
evéry unit of society.

masses reahse the futilitv of themrlabour
Jeaders, m face of the fa(t that the -cost

1.F. Congress, with the windy rhetoric

of the labour leaders, although protest-
ed against by a few delegates who had -
a clearer understanding “of the econo-

crept cap in _hand to the Government,

favours when thev should -

have demanded an increase of wages

- corresponding to the increase in the

are scrapped as useless or

’ nther
' ~any opportunty
|

But the dope wo

 groupling.

o their vwn selfish interests

workers of the

any thought of the,

aother ectlons

-

The disorganisation of such a meth-
od as the federation of \(}Ltlf')lldl cratfis

“to combat organised capitil 1« clearly

demonqtrited by other w caknesses,

The A.S.E. on two oc casions have 1g-
nored the Federation,
the interests of othm* workers outside

their craft organisation, instinctively
acting In aocordance with the law ih a
governs and 1s the basis of their union.

Agaln the germ of failure is clearly re-
vealed 1n such a federation Ly

the carpenters and joimers and the

bricklayers towards the B.W.1.T.

The B.W.1.U., whilst not by any
ineans an 1deal mduqtl 1al organisation
‘to combat the employing « lass.
aims at unmiting all the building work-
ers 1n one ufiton (white workers only
in the Transvaal and Free Stute), while
the older building trade unions are still
wedded to the fossilised ¥dess of the
days of the pettv industries, overlook-

o the social evolution ﬂldl has left
such 1deas obsolete and unfit to cope
with the modern conditions 1hat have
grown within the last 30 yesrs, and
have become more marked -ince
bemnnmg of the war.

To meet the modern conditicns creat-
ed by the growth of capital ardits con-
centration 1nto cemparatively fewer

hands the federation method of craft

\115-

unions is: not organisation but
deal

orqameatlen and unsuitable to

‘with the antagonisms that must neces-

sarily exist in any society hased on

- private ownership in the tools and pro-
- duction for profit. '
method i1s industrial’ OrQ: tmisation  on
the broad basis of class irrespective of

The onh sane

colour. . Class solidarity is the stien-
tific reply to the class solidarity of the
capitalist class.  The employing class

“have no lhine of demarcation to divide

rofits all the

To them 1t 1s j
ahd to

Profits are’ their god.

them.
time.

cet profits thev exploit all nationalities

and colours. Sentiment néver played
any part 1n their (]9 alings  with the

workers in the Dist. \() sentiment 1n
business’’ is one of the maxims quot-
ed freely in the }neqs and literature of
the. *past It is dropped to-dax: to give

~place to the do e of humanits ylanism.
i’{ act, for such a form

of socletv as ours must have . reserve
of u nemploved and outcusts from with-

in 1ts pale.

Disoreanisation is what the present
federation of craft unions means. The

“action of the A.S.E. clearly points the

anv  such

lesson of the disunity of
workers, skilled and unskilled, should
be the workers’ reply to or ganlsed capi-
tal. Such-a union would, whilst our
‘present society last®, be a ﬁghtmg ()1

ganisation  to oombat capitalism, apd
would be the nucleusfrom which would
spring ‘the 1ndustrial production and
 distribution of the co-operatlve com-

monwea]th
J .M .G.

without

and e ldenfal]\

“l? tlll" !
‘tagonism animating the craft unions of

vet:

the
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extension of economic - conscription
which 1s m full force. no matter who
denies 1t. (A dav or two ago the writer
had oceasion to sign on a satlor for a

ship leaving Port Natal. The following
dialogue occurr ed bet“ cen the man

concerned and {he emigration official:
a Ha\e you  been 1n the armv’zy —
Have v OW 1116l o join ¥ e—
“No.” ‘Do you intend o join¥ -
““No. On which the ofheral concerned
expressed a doubt as to whether the
man could be allowed to work.)
The returned soldiers. through their
Jeague, are undoubtedly to he used to
fill the gaps caused by vounger blood

and sounder men heing forced (o the
front by pressure from above.
From the employers’ point of view

the scheme 1s a good one, and will as-
818t them (the employers) in their his-
toric mission of gettine all wages,

without colour bars. mark Vo, down
to the subsistence level.
Evexvone knows what ~ happened

when parlsh relief of the indigent was
tried 1n Great Britain. [Tow emplovers

look advantage of the fact that a man
was in recelpt of a dole to reduce his
wages m proportion. Kveryone knows
what has been the lot of the army and
navy pensioner in the past, and how his
pension from the State was taken into
e ount when calculating his- wages.

And everyone should bhe able to see why
1t is that the employers, as a cl: S8, are
patriotically 1in favour of increasine the

Caliowances to returned soldiers.

Provided the war lasts long enougi
and heaven forbid that our 1)661 CUsS-
tomer should die—Henry Dubb- will
find that his returned soldiers’ leagues,
ete., have indeed heen very useful to .
the emploving

:lass. .

This 1s the new ethic of the mercun-
tile world. First cripple your man and
then pay him less wages because he s
a cripple—which. 0{ course 1s only rea-
“sonable.

By : md by, Henm ., You wall be a unit
of a ““er lpplelsed . industrial reserve
army and will si1it 1n the balance and
lielp .weigh down the active. labour -
ATy . One need not ba a despised

‘ Marxist’’ to get a glimpse of the ef-
of \Ir Middleman, but one
needs to use one’s bramns to get a grip
of the ways of King  Kapital himself,
which are as crooked as a. scab-—bml‘r'

r tonce

S0 long as you
Jlude you- with his returned soldiers’

leagues, democratic parties, Corner
House Federations, Gmrernor (tener-
al’s Funds, Holy Blble and still holier
pocket-book, etec. Once throw off e
bonds of wagery and. you will need
none of these things.  When do you

| “ SEN YAH.”
Donati hs to the Press Fund are ack-

i’;ﬂ nowledged from Brakpan as follows :—
""N,S., 23. 6d.; M.D., 5s5.; M. G. 10s.;

M.M., 2s. 6d4d.: S.C.. 2. 6d.: A. K, O,
6d.; T.S., 2s. Gd.,HL., 28. 6d. ¢ ML.
2e. 6d.; J.M., 6s.; P.S. ls. + A.GG., 23
6d.; M.S., 2s. 6d.: M. B.., 2s. 6d. : P.C. f
2s 6d. ; : total £2 83 6d.

N live in . wagery so ~
long will your employer be able to de-
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May 17, 1918

- Self=_'Reliance. ’

The greatest tr agedv of the modern

labour movement i1s the systematice’ cor-

ruption by the capitalist class of the'
_leaders of labour.

Thime and’ t’l/ne again’

has a most trusted leider of Ahe w orlk-
ers deserted his cli=s for somte (Goveln-

ment post. of larger payv than

"he assertion that

easlly explaimed by
price, or that the

a]l men have their

- workers fail to secure proper contral of

their leaders. Tliere are other reasons
for this behaviour on the part of men
who are quite honest in their convies-
Any man who by reason of his

.ablll‘(} to or ﬂ‘amw the “*(Tl\}ols or 1o

Atorical or intellectual eifts is sub-
jecte(] to the most . poisonous aluse
from a corrupt press which systemati-
cally mlsleplehenh his views and often

‘deliberately {Wists his phrases to mean

other than what he mmtend-

something
syvstematic and condinuous

Ths

the workers, 1s apt to produce 1 in men’s
minds ('ong_,enml so1]l 1m which can be
planted the seeds of Dhribery and cor-
ruption. Often have men who have..
devoted their lives and

by them or given instances of ¢
differéence and neghmen(e A's men
grow older there 15 a longing for peace
~and a weariness of the class-war. T hen
it is shat Governmental offices exercise
their most potent lure, and the result 1s
a new labour bureaucral or
minister. ' .
~ The atmosphere -
any. public body 1s well mieh fatal to
the class-conscious labour leader. That
man 1s a creature of s envitonment 1s
shown by the labour leader speedily
losing his revolutionary fer \om and
his class consciousness in the *‘ supe-
-rior’’ class atmosphere of Parliament.

The longer do they 1epresent the weork-

ers the wider grows the gulf between

~ them and their wor kmp;-dqw constitu-
“encies. - Soon the stage 18 reached when
$he labour leqder “his convictions
changed by the tvradudl insidious effect
of Parhamentaly life upon his loyalty,
can say, perhaps 1n all sincerity :
am tired of this talk of class-conscmus—
ness. Social consciousness 1s what 1
am out to preach.’”’ (Thus Mr. Hodges,’
Minister of Labour.) This evil 15 close-

%bound up with the political system.
' kers are asked, once in five years;.

to vote for a: Parhamentary represen-
{ative over whose actions "they have
]mnceforth no control. TRether lie
acts 1n aceordance with thélq wishes or
not, he i1s there for five Ve |
- These facts alone are su ment jus-
tification f()l the workers to devote
their energies to-the industrial weap-
on. It 1s one of the chamofepi’c;tlcq of
.industrial unionism that everv ‘stage in
the industmal struggle as postulated
by it calls for the earnest and decisive

aetion of the Whole of the united work-

- Both 1n the everv-dav battles
their ultimate

€ers.
of the workers and in

- emancipation. 1ndustrial ‘wtlon brings

out the qualities inherent in everv
worker. of courage and self-reliance. Tt
nostnlaf:es the educ atlon of the workers
1 all matters concerning their indus-
trv, and in the art of administration.
'The goal of industrial unionism is self
government in industry, and in this
connection it does not call for voters

WOrk.,
This 1s not a phenoménon that can be -

talent to the|

welfare of the workers: been betm\ o
GTOSS IN-

labour

of Parliament or’

| Jn uence them m any way erther by his,

“I-

b
Vv
&

who.cast their mandate at the polling

1
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_the right:of free speech.
of QGattle organised by the I.W. W _,

ett.

Jeaders.’

von tlie thireshold of emancipation,

|
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‘eot another job soon.

of

.the mines: on hand. drlling

- dmlls

" complete the prescr

THE mrannnonu.

booth once in five vears, but for men
- —for men who hove conﬁdence in tl: 911'
capacity by their united efforts to im-

- aprove their every-day conditions, «nd
ultimately to emancipate themselves.

. Deleg ates in Parlinment or craft {=d-
el rations are 'of np use for that, «nd
far as .thev take the workers’
‘induqtlial affiars

Will-o’-the-Wis: 8,
The p"ul-

to  Parhamentary-
they are a positive danger.
ticians cry ‘* Vote for' us!’’ The in-
dustrial dnionists cry ““ Be men; em:m-
cipdte yourselves. Distrust delewaies
(Control or dlqmlss vour officers.”” -

The slogan of .the workers must be
that given at Everett last year.. The
workers of Everett on the Pacific coast
of America had issued an appeal to
the workers of the neighbouring towa

“of Seattle to take part in a. great de-

monstration against the suppression of
The workers

chartered a veseel and steamed to Ever-

They were met on the quay hy
citizens

and

a gang of armed pohcemen
and sher 1st who ﬁred on them,

~then arvested 74 .of them for attempied

murder. The officer.in command call-

ed out, Who are your leaders?’’
Back 1mn proud

deﬁance came the
answer of the ] W.W..:

When ﬂ-le united wolkels of South

Africa e¢an, in truth, hurl such a replw
to the (nlpltahst claes, then theyv stand

are 1 sieght of heedom
IJ()PI‘

Worthy of his lee

A whité man was - dismissed the other
da - for 1nsolent dlsobedlence, " and
(,omp]dmed of being treated like a
What: does he expeot"J But he

A native wa g

dismissed the other day, after five vears
with the boss, for the same thing; and

she too con.aplalned of being treated lLLe-

But he 1s still out of a job,

e ¢ ! Kd-f[ir

and will Tem ain so, for his boss nmrl\ed'

his pass ‘* clieeky and disobedient,”’ so

the law decided lecently that a ‘‘char-

acter’’ like that, more pmsonous and
damaging than any white man’s dis-
charge, was quite justifiable. - Our

- white man at any rate escaped such a

_Ie(]ll.‘lt‘ll of insult by Injury.
- A native'correspondent writes: ‘“Will
vou allow me through your paper to

maké known about boys emplOye‘d 1n
or ham-

mers? Every boy on this Work (what-
ever the duration -of his contract) is
paid according to what he has drilled
on each particular day, provided he
a certain number of feet. If
he 1s given a hole 4@ drill and fails to
1ibed number of
1nches or feet, ‘he shall be deemed to
“have: not comoleted his shift, and his

“work shall not count against. the period.

of service.’ > The bov has done -all he

could manage on the partienlar dav. .

His hole 18 measured bv his boss. The
romDanv earns monev out of that poor
hov’s Arilline. which took him
whole day’s lahour to do.

neriod of service. Jf he comnla:ma he'

'-m ]mmhed at. called a loafer. - told he,qI '1
18 lmd i he ﬂunks to get a shlft for

“We are all

and

course nobody will have him; and

f

the
But he earms
- nothing, nor does it.-count agginst his

mer rain and winter blast.

~'What are yvou waiting for?”’

us thatthe white wage-earner is realty.

M

thatday Iiven 1if it ilappena several
days running, he gets no sympaﬁry
whatever. -

‘““ I'ree undei the Union Jack? Wo
are slaves in the country of our birth,
whereas the Kuropean 1s free both ‘an
"his native land and in foreign coun-
tries.  When the Egyptians enslaved
the Jews, Gaod punished them, though
the”Teu s were not in their own couwm-
trv:  White men énslave us¢. Look at:
the history of South Africa, look at
the map of this Holy City of Johannes-
burgs Its laws are fonly made for per-
secutitip the natives who erected 1. '

- Are you people ready yet to Yree
us and. give us our {ull -emancipation,
freedom 1n this land of our forefathers
and birthright? Since you settled here .
we have worked tfor you through sum-:
We ‘heve |
enriched vou. We have died for your
liberty. When are we to get ours?

And the white workers’' answer is
still that the white: man’'s standard
must be protected against the unfﬂf

- competitlon (sic) of the native!

We are tired of hearing: theox 1sts tell;

every bit as much of a slave as the
black. Qur answer to our Correspon-;
dent 1s that ‘‘ we people,’’ most of uns,.
are. not ready yet, though we beheve
we shall soon have to be ready, lLike;
the Johanneshurg Town Coun(,ﬂ Thm_-
hammer boys themselves by comban-~:
ing, can and must win their Iiberty,.
if not with the aid of their white {el-
low workers, then in spite of them.

- THEIRISH REVOLUTION.—Com.
H. C. Hanscomb will be the lecturer
for the Ceutral Branch, in the Palmer-
ston Hiall, Commissiomer Stireet, pn
Sundayv next, commencing at 8 p.m.

APPEAL.—The Acting Secretary
requests the return of the followmg
book : ‘“ Notre Dame.”’

g,

.The Messina copper mines are atated
to have 'shut down; consequently Mmps-
sina“has shut down oonsequently the
workers engaged in the -mines have
been thrown on to the street to look
for another job, beg, borrow, steal or f"
starve while the owners of the mines
are free to take a trip to the coast and

live sumptuously every day on the pro-
fits that the workers have been piling up

for them. Do yourealise, fellow work-
ers, what a glorious system we live nn-
der? Don’t torget that 1n fighting -to

maintain this beet of all systems we
are doing so for liberty. Of course we
are : the capitalist savs so and we mmust

beheve 1t.

are elad fo hear from C‘xpetown

that Comrade W. H. Harrison 1s -ouf
of danger. He will, howaver, continue
unable to asmst the movement for some

Weeks[ vet.

We much lerrret however to hear
that Comrade Tvon Jones 13 down with
a serious attack of fever at Inhambane.
where hj and Com. Pettercen have heen
for the past few weeks. We cannot af-.

ford to be denrived, even temvorarilv.: -

nf the: support of onr s‘mlwarts But -
Tones has conquered ‘so manv enemms _

in the. nast that |
his power to emérge again tnumplmnt |

- ﬁ'om tlus ordea]

J‘,“ :

e have confidence in.



Johannesburg haa Just. been para-
_lyN” by a striké for more wages of

hqndre

. Pos
'toy;_p Controlhng that nerve, they had
the Town Council at their mercy,

§ m& from the first; and by virttue of
| plstol at its throat,” rather than
of any exceptiona all Iy’ Org anised labour

power which without the aid of such
ﬁﬁotage > coudd fot? haV‘e%achleved

N ab“‘"ﬁiueﬁ they, ike besiggers -1n- war

y, succeed-

- wHo’ ,cut oﬁ the wa ter ‘supp
' Brest-

"'*"in mducmg 2 verrtalﬂe

>s- memory ‘that the Incident is

aJread half for otten ; but there were
spveral fea’tures a’bdut 1t of permanent

o LX x'

r 'H- ﬁfrst 18 the ra 1d1t Wlth which a
movement of the : nd

pédting to a - grabifyingly

““1nflam-

thes of the white working class, at
aWy rave when thé weapen available is
aﬂ.péwerful as it wag’1a this -case. In
Wi power station the artistns of other

tha- bleventh hour. - Oﬂtmde ‘however,

ahmost from the ocutset the other unions
weve gounded for -essistance Or rather
co-operation, and: in reply even the En-

gine Drivers’ Association offered help;
and what prevented the idea of a gen-

e ral stmke of a number ofl trades from

i? yéry far-was only the sacred
MENTS el thi'ee montha

dfter the war’’ agamst every one of

7 which; the A.S.E-"s iiteluded, we have
prdfe*sted with all 6uir might.

’I,he other wh’ite mumclpal emp(loyeea
themselves, however, had as suoh made
no acreements; and though we should

Thave liked to see. them, ﬁght their own
battles, and though the 20 per cent.

¥ise secured for them was never con- '

: tmlﬂatad by the strikers in the first in-
stanoe, - but l‘esufs ted . from manaeuvres
v she, Council by a typical S.A.L.P.

polifician and a- representative of the

% 15 O (Oi all b .
_&m MEROSUVIes: were probably dic-
taded b
88
qﬂlﬁfdhg an incoivenienced public in
fgvour -of ‘strikers  earning more than
vpget -of . the public. anyway—yet the
g:émama that '&h;s suggestion to in-

$he lower doge’ claims was readi-

1 adopted: by ihe strikers, and . th
B Eb ti ouncll aoffered , to accede to
the strikers’ own &emands only, leav-

.ing those of the other employées ior

later and separate con51derat10n that

L 2 (dé spite some- A.S.E.

2& 1d¢ tﬁd -and the: 20

$8F< g ﬂli 2 round ‘to  union-
#%s . or - ‘was

- made an essen;tlal term of settlement.
- We hawe hea,rd of the black under

8, 48 in-1913, 'being induced to joins
givg'the top dog ; Atrikes 'for the la.ta -

$er’s’ benefit ! but we' recall' no previous
mstonoe Where thertop dogs, have actu-

_.4Hy coupled €ven the white lower.dog’s
dﬁmn with their own and:icarried ‘both .
. "We said-*‘ & win. for them- -

: but tl}e host notabfe win was

ﬁ"thomy
‘sotves ’’

.for the others. | -} may remain a. SO]1-
Nery case,: but in view of the peculiar

\Yhat Means tm_s Strtke ?

or so fitters working at” the
wer Station, a ‘vital nerve of the

at body was fOOh'S:h not tegieve con- ,

YBI‘B and a 3w1ft and éagy win for“_
' Ives So short is the man in.

cafches on,

ble ’’ ‘condition-of- oonmderable sec-

, ' who we understand at first re-
Powud: 16 - join the strike, eame out at -}

1), and though

1 {is-on ife IaSt legs,’
. obvious ulterior motives, to |
hing of the mecessity for con-

t_

e L not unnatural cucumstances of lab-

_THE _INTERNATIONAL.

F

our in thls country, 1t may well become

a precedent for even greater catholicity
to come.

TIn the brief duratlon of the strike the

rolé of .craft unionism suffered some
violence. The beginning of the strike

was somewhat on the bams of shop

organisation, indeed the ecriticism has
been made that it-was improper to seek
a gain’ for the municipal fitters only

apart from the town, mine and railway
fitters.” Then ‘the. craft union of the

- ASE. took it up. Logmallv the craft

Federatlon should 1In its' turn have

. stepped in, but this-the A.S.¥. (largely

personal reasons) resisted—and the
S A.LF. now wants a Government in-
quiry.!  .More than this, the strike
meetings, pominally of the A.S.KE.,

eventually’ merged 1into meetings of
mumoxpa{ employees 1n general. A
point was made of refusing arbitration
by a board of reference, the accepted
panacea :of the S.A.1.F., although the
A.S.E. only recently accepted it on the

" holiday question, gnd thls time wel-

comred. the: idea -of a permaneut board

BERLE 7} Sprevent similar occurrences. m fu-
|  ture no war after this war’’ -as 1t
were) |- Through all this confusion we

cam dlscern a vague groping away irom

 craft unionism and federationism, able
‘at best to stop industry, and towards'

the revolutionary industrial union bas-
~ed on ShOp orgamsatlon able to carry

1t on.:

~ So much for the bouquets.  Ourx
eggs’’ can almost be anticipated by

freadels of this paper. Beware lest the

~ role accepted by the skilled- whites in

South Africa under the name of ‘¢ Lab-
our’’ or ‘“The Workers’’ approximate

(substltutmg the union sor the indivi-
dudl) to ‘that of the Plebs leaders ex-
posed 111 |
History.”” DBeware lest these conces-
sibns or surrenders to the top grades
of workers ‘mean no victory of the real

crats of labour’ (mth ‘whom, signifi-
cantly endbugh, the -chief engineers,
etc.; were rénged ‘this time) to6 become
a priviléged, property owning caste or
hlerarehy, wﬂhng to scab on and as-
_sist - in the subjugation of the inferior

~with a Black ‘skin.
extorted*‘ not oﬂered for © eapitalism
" and ‘must pay dear-
ly for'its crutches Nevertheless ~ the
aristocriats are perilously liable te. trade
oh ‘the fact that the bosses must. buy
them; ahd then, fér metance, to insist
on the £8 25. for top artisans in ‘other
-trades all ‘round, before dny surplus
‘in the shape of the 20 per cent. is al-
Iowed to filter down to the municipal
10Wer dogs, such as ‘the white . day
labourers——-although the cost of hvmg
has risen equally against these (and
'black iabourere) also. The existence of
any labourérs other than white. was
‘studiously 1gnored ‘at the strikers’
meetings; nor was: any attempt made to

- ex Iah the gap between native and.

even: A¢

p&or twhite’’ wages which help

80 powerf’ully to keep the latter do"w:n
Our- persistent - advocacy of ! mdustnal _

anonism. for South: Afnea has meant

not that artisans merely should nite
by. mdustrv instead of craft, but that

‘a9 not. borne out:-

fakerv, place-huntmg and pettv bauz-
, /I _
/
¥
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“Two Pages from Roman

proletariat but only a 80P to the éristo-

<masses of labdurers, especially ' those
True, the bribe is.

the .crux. 1% to organise and mclude the
very bottom deg, the native: working

olass. The old notion that the JLigbour
' Mov-em'ent is cal;x:led on from the fop
robablv it is just
-that top-beaviness, mth all the labour«
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ceois reformism it involves, that has
caused its comparative failure to date.
Modern experience indicates that the
social revolution is the work of the op-
pressed mass above all, and every lim-
ited, high-grade strike tends to obscure:

that truth and to weaken the grasp of
true snllda.nt» Salvation for all hes

~onlyv 1 the ONE BIC UNION of all

orades, colours and crafts.

As for the objective of the strike, the-
daily Press suggests tlﬁd this 13 bno-
‘labour unrest.’”” We on the
contrary say: By all means get more
wages Ww henever you can, whether to
meet increased living costs or as the

alleged absolute value of vour labour -

(H) (though it seems questionable to
bdqe a claam for 12s. on loss of the
overtime worked elsewhere) : but these-

are times where far greater prizes are:

within your reach, when your sledge-
hammers should crush something big-
ger than fleas, when ‘‘Labour control”
must be ambitious enough to control.
the capitalist militarst kaisers of the
world to-day, to stop their bloody war
and enforce their abdication. . Fer that
~ vevolutionary goal—for Bolbhew 18I0,
FOR THE. RED FLAC HOlQTE aY
"THE MUTINEERS AT . IELA
CATTARQ—even for a decent rige. 1

the real labourers’ pay, or for a clear-
cut industrial union—the paralvsis of
Johannasburg, ave and of .South Afr-
‘ca, would indeed have been worth.
while ' Just as the old forms of union, .
so the old aims of labour must be revis-

~ed and overhauled to meet the miracu-

lous extension of modern capitalism’s.
world-wide power. To-day nothing less

18 worth aiming at than the ONE BIG:
QBJEGTIVE

11N O\ T IN DUS TR IAL l)IS TRI-
"BUTORS’ TUNITON.—A nieeting was
held last.¥Friday at the Judaean gccml
Club Hall, with Gershaw 8. chairman:
and A. B.-Dunbar as “chief speaker.
FFrom 80 to 100 were present, and a lot
of new members were enmﬂed Livelv
discussion follofwed & lecture on ‘‘In-
dustrial Unionism.”’ = To-night a meet-
ing is beinr held at the same lace, '
When ("om. Orenstem will lecture on
‘“ Industrial versus Political Action.”’

Itis tobe hoped that all svmpathlseﬁ'a

will xoll up in force to. make Jt a 8uc-

CO8S8."
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The Mdnagement Committee an+
_nounce -that in connection with the
" Marx Cen‘tenqrv they are prepared to
"sell, at a fractmn over cost price, .for
one month only, a nuniber of enlarge-
ments fvom a photo of

(l‘{ounts 18m x lbm Enlar wement, '
Ilin. x tﬁlu ). '

each 12 /6 each
No ”s‘caeiallst’ Room is complete wsth~
wt one. *

Printed b tbe U P & P. Oo., Ltd.
fa.r the 1.S.L. Box 4179, Johnnosbarg
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