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“ment ¢

creased wages.
~the 1njustice of the present system of

'perpetuate our present system:

Unconscmus Socnal
Movements.

All movements that have transformed
societies in the past have been uncon-
conscious, that 18, the / unrest created
by the developme-nt of 'the new econo-
mic forces, led to demands by the pos-

86888018 of theﬂe forces- for. an increase
~of political powers and reforms within

the system without any consciousness

that the seething unrest and desire to
alter the superstructure built upon the-

older economic means and methods of
production, would lead to the dlssolu-

hon of the old form of society and give
place to  a new superstructure bullf

upon the newer economic forces.

The RLIEIR Of the 1‘18111{2’ class hadﬂ no .

consciousness of the ultimate result of
thetr aects of antagonism against tlm
POSRESSOrs W 1ith . whom thev were 1u
conflict. Their demands were for re-
forus not the abolition. of the obsolete
form of society that was - out of joint

Lthe process of (l(’\'(-‘l()plllelll proc (log}ed

and the dnhm()nmtu' 111‘(91‘93& bC‘L”lIll(‘ |

more 1mMay l\ed so thelr . demands in-

“creased until ultmmte]\ thex were fore-

ed to revolutionise soc 1(-1\' on thewr own

So to-dav we Fee the stie uncon-
scious movement.- ‘The masses mstiie-
tively acting without rhyme or reason,
the economic forees in their develop-
ausing them automatically to 1n-
crease their demands for hetter comdi-
tions of labour. Rising cost of living
being countered by demandq for 1n-
A growing feeling of
moient by

society side-tracked for the

panmtlv(ﬂ schemes of reforms u.uc'h AN

s 4

‘““mutual interest associations,”” 7 na-
{ional ‘l“ldtl(}e of emplovers and em-
ploved,”' co-partner schemes, peace m
industries conferences, comradeashlp be-_
tween emploversSand employed, joint
boards and a dozen other schemes 1o
CcO nﬁl(‘t-

img schemes without any cohesion 1ssu-
ing from different groups of capital-
1sts, some malntaining the wage sy«-
tem has stood the test of times, others -
admitting 1t wants amending. Yet per-
meating all the confusion: and never

Jost sight of by the possessing class is

the outstanding pr inciple -that profits

must be maintained.

These schemes may
the unrest, but for a short period only.

They do not generally where put mt.qg:{

action operate esxcept throug’h the trade

unions that are but a section of the

workers in any industrial country. The .
percentage of workers in the unions 1%

higher to-day than ever before, yet in b
Britain out of eighteen: million work-
ers but four mllhon workers are organ-
1sed in. trade unions.

The
the devll and

‘the deep eea

But as )

serve tn allav .

possessing class are “ between . .
P and 1f'a’

= ‘.-_‘.
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“there was no other ev idence, thes: con-
- flicting schenres to solve the riddle of

how to continue the profit system, to

the shallowest mind should be convinc-

Ing.

‘The problem of gold production on
the Rand continuing to be profitable 1s
more. complicated than.the producrion
of other commodities. It 1s the main
industry in South Africa. -Many of the
even with the high cost of
producing, paying handsome leltlf‘!]d's

such as 60 and 50 per cent. The 17 non-

~payving mines that are threatencd {to

be closed"down must be a nlghtmnre to

et
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"of other commodities.

the small investors who still hold the
shares, as we may take a1t for ;,um ted
the bip finauet ers have sold out inng

.5] nee,

These sev en‘tee*n mines by the figures
supplied by the mining ofﬁc als are not
making any profit, of course these ‘i;,-
ures do not take into account any finti-
tiocus capital that mav have been sad-
dled on to the original capital, nos vet
do the controtlers put ‘“all the car ds
on the table’ for the information «f
the public, and let them into the seosret

~of the manipulation that takes pldace in

thenr scheming to' gull the small 1n-

vestor.

(rold—the commodltg produced by
lhesv mines has been fixed by the pos-
sessing class at £ 49, 10d. per ounce:
1t may Hluctuafe a penny above or he-
low that figure, 2As money 1t 1s used
as the most convenient c.ommodlt\ te
serve as the standard measure of pri‘:’ce
But owing to
the complex nature of our present svs-

tem of soctety, and the undoubted fact

that the economic forces that operate
as the basis of the system not being un-
der the control of the capitalist class 1o
order as they please, they are faced
with the problem of rising costs in pro-

duction that will either force them to
close down or continue producing at =

loss.

The unrest. (,,réated amongst the
workers on these mines by the econo-

mic development 1s giving expression-

in demands for increased wages. 1t
suits the possessing class to charge agi-
tators as being the cause of these de-
mands. The
n1s pressure owing to the rlsmg cost of
living.

These demdnds on the
workers are not reasoned out demands
to consider the-preservation of profits

for the shareholders of the mines, but

demands forced upon them by the pro-
fiteering of those in control of the ne-

cessaries of life, and are made to pre-

serve to them the standard ot l1vi Ing
the_y consider necessary. -

Humanity
As a class Whe-ther capitalists or work-

+ ers the economic® forces create the PsY-

> chology. that determine their actions.
These actions may be diverted along
wrong lines, but
period, as the evolutionary process in
60016:?‘ determines the ultimate issue,
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frltatmg cause 1s €cono- -

part of the:

in the mass never reasons.

only for a sh-mt"

ecldes the struggle in favour of
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the cla 89 who are destined to carry on

society 1n its new form.
To the superficial student of the pro-

“blems that confront society this may
~appear hke a form of fatalism. ‘“ A dis-s

mal doctrine’’ that seeks to lower the
dignity of the human race, by showing
human society to be ;.roverned by sordid
without anyv of the
1ignity so much prated of by the mor-
alists and emotional reformers who in
their effprts to heal the festering sore
(()f society fail to see that the founda-
tions of the sy .stem 19 a cesspool of foul--

ness, that requires not palliatives but.

L mdlml change that will remove these

testermg sores, those antagonisms that
areé) 1mevitable in a syvstem based upon

,,zfl'eod and grab.

An understanding of the economic
forces that determine the future social
system and co-ordinating our efforts
towards that goal prevents the wander-
mg after gllusive  reforms and keeps
those in 'ﬁ](‘ narrow path that leads to
the establishment of -the co- operative

commonwealth. A knowledge of these
cconomic foundations gives rational
basis to our actitivities, instead of

pessimistie {ptalism ’rhaf 1pads to 1n-

(e ('l\lh

It 15 too much to expect  that this
consciousness of the economic | forces
that have transformed soeleties in. the
past and will ehange our present, will
permeate the mass.  Yet as the time
approaches when that change becomes
inevitahle the psvchologyv will he ereat-
ed that will compe] ‘(hv masses to act

In thelr ownr interests.

Lhe economie forees erind slow but
sure, not controllable. hut understand-
able.  An understanding that opens o
wide field for human ac hwf\ enhiaght-
¢ _ned ,.1(,11011 substltutod for blind emo-
tionalism U knowledge that -never
leads to ]mlhng Passing Fectional phases
A8 New phases 1n evolution.  But gives
the clearer vision of the passing of our
present capitalistic sy stem as 1evitable
whether we wish 1t ¢ nthel wise. and *
the greater number vonscmus of the in-

evitable passing of our present Sys-

fem’ the mote peaceful will he the hirih
of the nevr. _
J.M.G.

APOLOGY,

L L R

Owing to the arrest of cur Acting
Editor, we ask and claim the indulg-
ence of our members and subscribers
n general for any shortcomings or de-
lay in the publication of this issue.
Whilst every effort will be made to
keep up to the usual standard, our
readers will understand ‘the unbatlsfac-
tory conditions under which we are
working at the present time.

Any complaints orinformation will be
gladly received and dealt with by the

MA\TAGEMENT COMMITTEE
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‘War Aims.

The Apr] issue of the ' Socialist
contains a resume of the war anns. of
the lespectue belligerents, “fromm which
we repriint o few (llppmn‘.s Theyv dq
not pretend to be a precis. ‘The general

burden of the ar 11(%(’\-—-*'(11(’
“capital, the purely
qmwhi in the war, the relation betweoen
!mpmmllsm mlhtausm and ihe glass
war-—is familiar to our readers.

The peculiarity of the armament busi-
ness 1sthat the Nore aoods thereg, are
sold “the greater becomes the (](‘]Ddllll

for more goods! .
The te\nlo lldd!‘ ¢ e multiply itselt
withoul causing  serious (llplonmtu

problems. Bul with an incerease in the

exportation of ron rails the 'whole dip-
lomatic world 15 set agog.  Rails,
the irou and ste v] equipments  whien
these necessitate, can only be laid in an
andeveloped ¢ Ull]lfl."}' after much hig-
ohig between Governments,

When a consignment of cotton ix
sent to another country the capitalein-
vested i it reaps one profit on
transaction, but when a (*Unslgnnwm Ot
rails and uqmpnwnt 18 sent to some un-
developed countryv thev iurmqh & per-
netual sowrce of ulmual imcome.’

Sir B, Gxrey definitely ;l%HUIt‘(l the fm-—
~anciers that thev w ould el the ut-
. most support?” of the Gov crnment 1u
their endeavours to *“ gel CONCESSION
for railwavs and so imth {mm any
foreron (mmh y-. 4

The revol utionars v working class tri-
amphant is not a robber ¢ Lrss It does
not exploit, therefore, it has nothing to
conceal. In pubhqhmn the
treaties - Trotsky explamed :—

S The (rovernment, of -w mknwu nd
peasants abolishes  secret ” diplomacy’,
with its intrigues, figures and l1e~, We

‘have nothing to conceal.”

Kant said that ** geography lies at
the basis history.” Herder lcm..u'ked

that ‘“history i1s geography set in mo-
tion.”  And i bnlllant American, lady
stated that ‘“ what is to-day a fact in
goeography becomes to-morrow a factor
In history.” . ..

Coal played o vital part in the welfare

and prosperity of the countries of the-
world during the nineteenth century.
Uy will seal the fate of nations during
the twentieth century.—1’. 301. (“‘The
011 Conquest of the World," I* AL
'T..llbot |

A(,coulmg tu American .scu,nuﬁc €5~
timatels there 1s only o1l 1n sight in
that ¢reat coutmeni for
years is causmg
serious disquietude to the Gavernment
‘of the United States.

I+ must also be noted- Low uece:ssal i
transportation has become in these days

when production is mainly a pr oblem

of getting markets for ‘commodities
and getting goods delivered there.

W heat areas of fertile soil- become

power ot
capitalistic objects

and

tho

Seere

another 29

objects necessary for the continuance

of the mdustmal labour-processes.

Russia’s passion for (‘onstantmople
‘so far as it was |
wais the passion of the- Ukrame : .

The accupation of the Tranmueaeua -

w1ll Jve the T urko—German blOG]\ con-

mnganese ores in Furope
_ Rl

political and economu ,

“trol orf the most valuable covper and

. asm-he march of the German Army
¢ R | & & L ) » |
acainst Soelalism m Russia. |
This, smid  the " Manchester  Daly
Dispateh ™ rFebruary 11, 1918), may’

T W T F L}

tion to Siberna,

Stock Exchanee.
" not want that. -

| p(rhh(-m i

“the people of Petrograd

‘ dlm

THE INTERNATIONAL.

The prncipal” condition on whieh
Grermany and Austria will make peace
with Rumania is that Rumania musi.

expropriate all Rumanian oilfield com-
panles and entrust the explontation of

the fields for ninety-nine -years to a
combination of German and Austrian

- banks.

Every _
which has prostituted the words Free-
dom and Liberty hailed with enthu-

‘“‘ not be altogether unadvantageous to

uSy’? beeguse *4it discredits the Bol-

sheviks with Lenin and Trotsky.”’

Already American capitalists  have
~tated their objection to Japiu attack-

In Russm, and the reason advanc el 18

t‘\])l(‘w%‘(] &l]! Hl(’ terms of e (mtmll( e
(e IL‘!'\{'\*\» '

Japanese bu.smv s men hiave tlour 15h-

ed précisely because Japan kept out of

Cthe land $var and gave her shipowners

and her merchants unlmmlmlml SCODU.

L'he mere sending of a farr-siz ved expedi-
let alone o hig cam-
patgn, would mean the prompt  com-
mandeeri g for military  purposes o
Japanese slnppmu and the ending o

the shipowner’s and the merchant's
harvest.

diately reflected in a collapse on  the
Bll*ﬂ]l(“}% 1111( rest s (LJ

\Halu there are all those Japanesc

and business meén who sa)

that Japan's  real” field, the field

‘which she has pr ospered in the past and
will in the future,

is China, and that

the risks in China are tv lﬂlng un:npawd
wit those in Siheria, while the divi-

dends are infinitely hugher.

According to My, Philip Price, the
well-informed Russian cor respondent.
are calm al-
though the (terman troops are nmrch-—

ing upon the city.

lhuq he says (** Manchester (},u;ﬁ_
' March 6, 1918) “the bhour g'emw

L I

cans carcely corce: al thelr ~=...nm1.wtum
lhe str ufmlo m Finland 1s a civil

war, 4 war betw een property and social-
By ealling in a fmmp,n army to
put down therr fellow-Finns of the ()~

1S,

Finnish bour-

clalist. persuasion  the
atriot-

geolsie have put pmperh above

mn -—-—-“\I‘mches’cer Guardian,”” March

1918, B

‘b

lhe (*ﬂplhlh&‘t class of l‘mLmd has-

The

not put property above patrjotism.

- defence and extension of property is
patrlotism! | g

- According to a 10( ent book on the
. l xport of Capital,”” by Mr. Hobson,
atflwavs absorb more British Cupi-

dl than any other form of enterpmw

Under capltahmn commerce 1s a form

. of war, and war 1s a form of commerce.

»
L L "
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the Belgium coast.

mined mihtary policy.

Britain hus tought many European
nations m the
III tvll]."" dq tlleV‘

it was commercial poliev that. deter-

The reason- for Britain’ 5 anxiety (o
dominate Southern Persia is because of
its plentiful supply of oil and other
materials necessary

‘At present the British sphere of in-
ﬂuanoe only t-ouches the southem ro—

_ﬁ

{l

*
-‘.
. §
£ -

capitalist Power in the wm'ld

Inter ventlon would be imme-
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past in the defence of

for the develap-
ment of an industrial nation exportmg -~

1ron, steel and eotton goods.
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precent war the

the Grerman engineers

lions.

dum presented in May,

Tuly 12, 1918.

aton of the Persian Gult. A ghinee ad
our map shows how necessary it is for
Biritish capital to contror Hw (rult on
~the Persian side. |

Britain has already oceupied the new
territory in Persia placed under her in-
Huence. ‘Lhe tmntm\ Ild\ been oc:u-
pied to ensure *‘order”’ in Persial Mr.
Bonar Iaw admitted this i answer o
2 question put to him 1 the House of
Comimons as 1o whether ““the | South
Persian Rifles were not introduced as o
first step towarrs a British occeupation

cor anpexation of that distriet.”

\ ]( LEer w as sent 1“ tllii' l‘()lf;'i“ I
Ottice by Lord Rathmore regarding the
future of German  ratlwavs in Asia
Mimnor. Lord Rathmore s he Presi-
deni of the Ottoman Railway (Smyrna
{o Ardin Company). S

I the control of the Anatolan and
Bagdad railwavs be taken out .of Ger-
man hands, this Council would  most
respectfully ~uggest that our company
<hould he entrusted with their manage-
ment,

The maperiahstie Lord Cromer he-
ains bis famous treatise on lugypt by
temarking that the Kavptian question
s Tundamentally o financal question.

A confidential telegram to the Rus-
<tan Ambassador m Pauas, from Petro-
orad, February 24, 1816, savs:

“Jt 1s partenlarly necessarv to -

~ist. on the exclusion of the Polish (Jues-
tion from the subjects of mternation:l

“discussion and on the elimination of all

attempts to place the tuture of Poland
under the guarantee and the control of
the Powers. cRumania has already
heen offered all the political advantages
which could mduce her to take up arus,
and therefare it would he perfectly fu-

tile tn search for new harts this re-
<pect.

A simtlar telegram dated January 40,
917, agrees to ' the desive of France
to secure for herself at the end of the
restoration of Alsace-
Lorraine and a special position in the

vallev of the River Saar as well as to
attain the political separation from Ger-
many of her tran<-Rhenish distriets
and their organisation on u  separate
basis 1n or dor that 1in future the River
Rhine might form a permanent stl.uf*
frxml h'onhel against ¢ Germanic inv
sion, -

i A he 1N hlswn m Frenceh territor v
of the entire iron disiriet of Lorraine -
and of the Pntll(‘ coal distriet of the

~Saar valley.™

Out of 28.6 million tons of iron ore
which Germany extracted trom her soil

an 1913, 21 milhion tons came from Lm-—

raine, Out of 2,800 million tons, repre-

sentﬂng_, the 1ron deposits of Germany.

| admitted that
Lorraine alone contained 2,100 mil-
Had (rernm ny left [;01‘ raine to
France 1n 1871 1t 1s cerfain there would
never have arisen 1 France a desire for
a war of revenge. It is equually true
that without Lorr aine and ils ore (xer

many would never have bene in a pom-
tion -to enter on a world wa

| German militarism 1is not an end in
itself, but is concelved as the most
powerful instrument of ewnom_lc ex-

pansion. “

To quobe the conﬁden tml memomﬁ-

Impemal Chancellor by the six grea,t 1n-
dustml and agmcultural assocmtmnq‘

1914 to the .



july 12, 1918
of Germany—"* coal 15 one 'nf the most
lecisivé means of influence.” Already

in 1914 the coal of the Ruhr basin .
“formed the-bulk of the 60,000,000 {ons-
of Rlune trafhice: f the seliemes for con-
‘necting the Rhine and the Danube suc-
ceed; (rermany  would  bhecome, savs
Viaval de o Blache, - “the great dispen-
~er-of coal on the Continent,”” and as

<reh the arbiter of s (lvst)nws

 The renc i dplldllﬁt% AT hunum-_
ing for the iroun, potash, and mineral
deposits ofy Alsace-Lorraine, but these
- provinces could best be wor ]\L‘(]; by tak-
I mm the great German coalields of
the Saar ml]m Inoorvder to CaTry - on
her tron and <teel trade France s now
compelled toymport conl. Without coal
he ron (]“})()%lihf of  Alsace- lmllamx'
would place France at the merey of the
Joai-exporting countries.  Thus in or
Ader to extrac l the iullvsl plnht from Al--
suce-Lorraine i{ 18 imperative for the
l rench capitahists: to %control the 0 N
Jl(’[}()hlt% of the Saar 11183 |

\u*m(hnﬂ' to the ** Manchester Guar.
chian, T a memmandum dated February
22 l()l v, sels forth a secret ngreement
made between Rus..-,m <y aned and ]_unm
dand 1 the spring of I816-0ver \siaiic
Turkey. \( cording to {his agreemett
France receives the seaboard of S\lm
the Adana vilayet, and Lesser Armema
to the hne Aintab-Mardin on the south
and Kawsarmed-Kharpuat

This will wo doubt  recompense the

Freneh financiers for the heavy loans

which® they advaneed 1o Turkey right
up to 1914, Likewise ii was the finan-
11015 imterested 1 the stvvl mduqt\h
ho almost precipitated war between
lldll( et lnd (T(:“] tany over \101 0Cceo.

/’

1. The ~ad- fated expedition to (mlll}mh |

and the Dardanelles,  as the  secret
treaties now reveal, was the price paid
hy the heroic \mlth of Britain n 01(191 -
1o establish the power of Russian capi-
talismn at-Constantinople. . The states-
man who accepted ws]»onsﬂnlli\ for the
expedition’ airilv dismissed the tutlle '
sacrtfice of thou ands of workers® ves
as taeamble.” Mr. Chuarchill, h\ s-
Cing that ternt, expressed hlmse"]f in the
appropriate  lang nage  of - capitalist
speculators. War is husiness and busi-
ness 18 war! b S

The Russian Gov ernment of the T

s up to the evehrows 1 debt to the
hmmuers of France and Britain., Tt
was British finance that suved Tsardom
in 1905 when the revolutionaries almost
overthrew the despotism. The greater

- part of that debt was used })1'101' to 1014 -

to crush’ the revolutionarygmovement.
Can we wonder at the Max¥malists re-
pudiating the debt which the Tsar had
imcurred in order to. persecute them?
~ Baron Rosen, w ho  was interviewed
by Mr. Philip Price, confessed: As one
wh() saw the inside of Tsarist diplon-
s acv. I knew that war was coming as;

far ;baol\ as 1912 Behind the csurtanf

~of Russian secret diplomacy T saw that

war was being made inevitable by the -
rising tide of revolution from below. A
cligue of Ministeéns round - the Tsar’'s
Court knew that their only hope was to
stave off revolution by %ttmtv the
Armies marching.—““Ma cheqter Guar-

dian,”’” February 27, 191

When, however, the wa , ritself be- i
‘came- the means of &tsrengtf{lenlng the
revolution, the Tsar’s Goverpment set °
about making overtures to Germany.
The dlscoverv of this led to the outery
in.the Allied press aa'a;mst the Tsar and
certain ‘¢ dark forces.'’  The influence
_' nﬁ the Alhed ﬁnanclers was nud agamst

on the north.
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0 Committee on "National Expenditurd
thw country reveals the extent of ‘&the
fabu.l ous .and unprecedentd proﬁ ts thaf:‘

‘ emls, aded

Chints indieated by
manded sec urily tor it économic ey
Coests and o slmllm ‘benevolent attltmlv ,

ment confirins 1ty assent
~ ~1on of the ueutpal one of - Persia in the

' lstn W, Dalmatia and the

the basin

“opposytion thoroughfare.

meree

' IS]D

Russian War Minister. weloomes
"He said, ac oxd-— ‘

ing towa secret dlplomatlc note, that, «
strengthened Rumania would 9tr1\e5 to

arabia.

m.'r'snuAfnmmL.

THE

lll‘t‘ l "'H.ll
der {o continue the war tor theiwr (m 3
the Socialist  revolution-

aries : and under this joint pressure th;e
old regime wus swepl away.

A (mlhllmlh 1 te ltwlnun of the Ris-

Csian Minister of 19 oreign Aftains to the

\[..11 ch 5. 1915.

yovernment has

*\mbahsad(n i Paris,
savs: Now the ]h]t}sh
agiven dls complete consent
(o the annexation by Russia of  1he
Stratls and C ()nstanhnople within the
us, and only Q-

on our part lm\ult]s the politieal aspin-

Cation of Engladd i other parts.

,.\.Hf)f'll&,"l' NSV The l_mp‘erlu] Gover -
to the mein-

British sphere of influence.  \ portion

~of this will have to be annexed to the

Russtan spherve of influence.  Of esden-

tral nmportance to tlie haperial Gove:r -

mentis the question of  ratlway con-
struection m the neutral one? w hu Howill
require further amieable discussion

By dated Liondon, \jril

1915, receives. Trentino «nd
Adriatie’ ]--
Cand the Galf of  Valona, .nd
Great Britam and Russia -

agteement

Ttalv

20..

‘ldl] ‘]h
l‘mnon |

-t prineiple the fact-of Ttaly’s in-
terest 1n the maintenance of political ’

balance of power in the Mediterranean,

“and her rights, 1n case of a partition of

to a share, equal to thelrs: in
oi the \[edltcr anean. [n
Firbya ]t v 1s to enjor all those rights
and priv leges whieh now belong (0 the
Sultan in virtue of the Treaty of Lau-
<anne.  Should IEravee and Great }h'l-

Turkey,

tain extend their colonial possessions

in Africa at the ‘expense ot Germany,
thevy will  admit.im prineiple  Italv's
qeht to demand. ecertain compensation

hy w ay of an extension of her posses-
stons 1n Kryvthrea Sonmlﬂand un(l

- Libva, a nd the oolmn | areas ad]mnm
l‘]&‘]l(‘h and Bnh*«h colonies.

The oreat Lllini route which runs

from ilw North Sea to BI‘II](]LSI 1S an
to the Berlin-

Bagdad ‘Railway. The relation of
Brindisi to Valona is %‘H evident.

Italy must have access to the Balkans
in order to oot coal and iron,
hke ]“"rance, she has a limited supplv. A
reference to Phlhpb’ “("hamber of Com-
Atlas”’ will show that 1in  the
Balkan States, especially Serbig, there
are some splendid coalfields and  iron
deposits. This explains whyv Ttaly de-
sires to ~et a footing 1n the Balkans

“and why she 1s anxious to.control a part

of the coast hine on ﬂw Balkan side
()f the 'Adriatie Sea. '

" The above volicy of Itahan imperial-
with its cruel destruction of the
mdependenc of small nationis. and pro-
vinces, has received a check at the

‘hands of the Italian working elass. |
notes

mmwﬂ

anoff, a former
the

In-one 0}1’ the most
ever written, M. Poliv

defeat of Rumania.

extend her seaboard by seeking Bass-
Thus he prgued; In view{ of
this the collapse of Greater Rumanig is

an idea not agamst the mterez-}ts ~ pi
Russla = . &b
The: recentlv nubhshed report of hf‘.
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1o save the financial situation.

urday last,
'Lu‘n'e and enthuqmshc catherimg.
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have been made by the nmon and steel
ndu-te A} sinee 1914, 5 These profits ex-
Cplaan why the Amervwean capitalists de-
The ““TU " hoat menace

sired a war,
was hampering the delivery of muni-
tions whieh might Rhave ended in the
Allies withdrawi mg ¢ arders and supphies
from_ America. ” Sovlong as American
finance, in the ironiand steel trades,
was able to dehiver orders 1t showed no
anxiety to enter the war., The press of
this country in-u
Ameriea for its poliey prior to her de-
claration of war. But the decluration
of war did not come until the T
hoat began to restrict the delivery ot
American  goods. 1The
therefore fought to preserve the free.
dom of the seas—i.e., trade routes.

Ow the other hand, as Mr. Boun: ar Law-

admitted; America came in just in time
The
American financiers have advanced mil-
lions to the Allies. In order to estab-

lisl the cecurity of the Allies they were

able to pull their country, with its un-
limited finuncial power, mto the war.

= = -ﬁh*'—' - - .

League Notes.

The usual monthly dance
at Professor West’s Academy, on Sat-
which was enjoved by a
The
arrangements were i the hands of the
Ladles Entertainmment Committee. The

(ommittee hope members will roll up

in larger numbers and so help to en-
cure the suceess of their efforts.

T R ol i, s Pl SRR i

sav  that Comrade .
and we wish

We regret (oS
Camnpbe I s in h()slnt al
him a speedy recovery.,

MARRIAGE,

(Comrades Dave Klk and. Miss Howe,

who have been united in matrimonial

bliss. We hope they will have a l(mg‘
and happy life together, und trust they
will continue to do good work 1n the

interests of the Leaﬂ ne.

DEATH.-—Goig to press, we regrat
Naper-

stein, and wish to express the

reaved hushand and hmul\

AN APPEAL.
' Al N
On Saturday last., 6th  mst.,  our
Comrade Bunting (Acting Editor),
Comrade Tinker ( Acting Secretary).

and Comrade H*mqeombe were arrested
and charged with the crime of publie

violence, rea dwith the Riotous Assem-

blies and Criminal Liaw
Act of 1914, during the vears of 1017

and 1918.

From the foregoine 1t :.1*’1mears thev

are charced with a serious offenre. We

- tierefore make this appeal to all mem-
bers and avmpathisers. to rally to pur

banher and lend us their moral and ﬁn-
anclal qupmrt

We recognise we have a hard fich*
in front of us so make no delav and

send vour subscriptions at once to the '

Treéasurer. Box 4179, same will be ac-
lmowledged from time to hmo 1o ﬂns '
paper ( bv mltmla fm'h') 2

e

lted and caricatured

Americans

was held

—— Congratulations to

deep‘

Sy mpathv of the League with the be-

Amendment
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& synonym for

~ “The Taint.”

Like some vile poison which travels
to the most secret parts of the body,
rendering it all vile, so the: poison of
capitalism permeates every institution
of present-day civilisation.: There are

institutions and movements in soclety
with plenty of capacity for good, but
'whtch take on the character of their

capitalistic environment and become

mercenary and debased. Based as our

present soclety 18 on the explmtatmn
of the great mass of the people by

few privileged ,rlndwxduals—-a somet) -

the primary necessity for which is that
a large portion of the people remain 1n

a state of degradatldn-—how can any-
thing Whléh 18 essentially noble and |

e remain so for any length of time?

ur
g’o matter what 1nstitutions or. ‘move-

ments are placed under the miscroscope
of soelahst thonght, the taint 1s there.

Take politics. I<en in the minds of

those hOStllP
word ° pohtlclan

ofh ('evs"éeker dn!? hum-

Where a religion

)

bug Ur reli g‘lon

i1s dependent for 1ts existence upon the
charity of a bigoted idle class there can

be no honest} or truth

As socialists, howev el,
state of political and religiou¥ actlwtv
concerns us little.  But nowhere is this
taint making more disrastrous mischief
than in the sphere of art.  Our htera-
ture (especially fiction) is takin
the character of a cesspool, an
pernicious influence is rapidly spread-
ing to sculpture and painting. With
the growth of capitalism the character

of literature has entirely changed, and .
our leading novelists have
their genius in holding up -the mirror,

prostituted

not to portray the visions of a happier
freer world but to revel in {the chaos

and misery 01 our so-called civilisation.
The most esteemed novelists of our age
are those who can most mlnubelv ana-

Jyse the feelings and passions of the

courtesan, rowue and voluptuatry. Those

“who descend 111t0 the lowest depi;hq ¢t
filth are placed on the hlghuqt) pinnacle

of fame. [t could not he otherwise.

Could a ]1]\r blossom 1n a dirt-box ? On

R

the stage 1t 1s no long‘er profitable =
to produve the heroie .dramas of the
ancient plavwrights. Juliet has been
superseded by ‘\appho Hamlet by an
unfortunate V()ufh who “suffers from
syphilis.. Our painters in this mer (-gn-
ary age are concerned ~with painting

the portrait of Mrvs. Boodle, the wife of
the local mayor who made his fortune

as a draper, or of the Marchioness of

the Fij1 Islands

Let us leave this unsavoury subject

and 1 1mdgme what will happen when the
workers’ commonwealth 1s established.
The thoughts and passions of a ]
freed from the degradation of the
system will be embodied in poemis and
plavs such as were never heard upon
eartn. The artists of the race will give
free rein to their most
pulses, unfettered by the degr ading
 patronage of a ruling -class.  Human
thought shall blossom like an opening
rose. The spirits of the tncient poets

who sang ere capitalism came will de-

scend upon the earth, and love and joy

of 1mmor‘tal bards.
| M. .LOPES.

to our propagayda the
apidly becoming

thé" SOYT A7 '

c% the -

Wage

exaited 1m-

“will again become the deathless ‘theme
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- hundreds who could not

‘to be adopted.

“time none of them would
the motives ‘which :tempted a man at

“duty of the State to protect its

Tﬂ! IRTER“AT!ONRL.

Jolm MacLean Sentenced

On 'Ihu_rsd..w, \la\ 9th, John Mac-
L.ean was tried at ‘Bdinbu oh  High
Court by a jury and sen-ton(: by Lord

Justice General Ure to five years’ im-

prisomment: plus one ye:ar of his pre-
vious sentence still to run. His erime

was seditious speeches, and: there was a

long 1ndictment. -
A correspondent who was
dunn the proceedings writes ;

The Court. was filled, and there were
he admitted.

The interest created by the trial was
excepitonal, it being stated that i1t was

the first time in the hisory of the Court
that the queue sysem of admlttanﬁe had

present

« The Lord Chief J ustnce

MacLean, said that he was ehar%
with a 'series of offences under the De-

fence of the Realm regulations, and the

indictment had been served upon him.

‘“ Are vou guilty or not guilty?”
MuacLean rephed ““I refuge to plead.”™
““Very well, that is equivalent to a
plea of not g'ullh " “said his lordship.
MacLean made a great Lmpression by
the clever way in which he (*roqs-exa:m-

ined the “‘1tneSses

 The Lord Advocate said Lh.lt not one
of them could see 1nto the dark recesses
of the human heart.

home to destrov the liberty and free-
dom rwhlch% were being defended abroad.

But just as they (()uId not know what.
‘the motive was,

they must judge the
man by what he did, and what the pri-
soner had done his best to do was to
create sedition and disaffection among
- the eivilian population.
brav

young working men from such sediti-
ous teaghlng, although, for himself, he
~ did not
were likely ‘to besmirch
and integrity of thelr young men.

AMacLean in his speech from the dock
lecturing for

sald that he had been
vears before the wav, and the
statements he -had recently made were
on the sameée lines.
‘to take from him the right to protest
dgamst wrong or keep him from tell-
g the truth, or irom domn anything
for the enefit. of mankind. He said
(xovernment had been-the first to adopt

. unconstitution methods, by the passing

. richt to criticise their policv.

the

Marx.

. wanted a better system,
the p30plé would: be able to live hap-

of D.O.R.A.; 1t had sw ept aside all Jaw

He therefore claimed the
A Gov-
ernment that could not wtall(l eriticism
s]muld not be tole ated.
canny’
80 10110‘ as th(;
right to restrict w

and oprder.

master class had the
wages and speed up

output, thix workine class had as much

right to cal.cannyv
wages as-possible.

I stand here, not as thé aceused; he

dlld ”(i‘f as hlﬂn

mud but as the accusetr of cap1t-ahs*.m

drlppmn' from head to foot in human

‘blood. Then lie went on to show that
so long as capitalism continued, so long

would war continue to be wag-ed and

that the present war was the outcome of:
the system under which we lived, and

had been: foreseen years before by Karl

In’ concluaxon, he said that he
ander which

pier and healthier lives.
He spoke for about 70 mmutes, and

e

addm&még. '

and on this side of
ever Kknow ;
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It hecame th\
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bellﬁ\’e 111ﬂ11911(39q (Jf th]g ]klll(l ;
the honestyv

No one was going

In regard to
"’ policy, he stated that
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July 12, 1-918

it is nol impossible that some day his
sp(’ech from the dock will be av aalabie

- 1n mmphlet‘ form.

The jury returned a verdict of gulltv

without retiring.
The Lord Cluet Justice General raid

“accused was obviously a highly eda-

cated and intelligent man, who tho-
roughly realised the seriousness of the
I’he 8eN-

MaclLean was not t-aken aback, but
turned round, looked up at the gail

~and shouted: “* Keep 1t going, boys :
keep 1t going ! - -
_ A
JOTTINGQ

A sure sign that a labom leader 1s

reaching the end of his career 1s the
increasing attempts he has to make to
justify his actions.

SRy e T

There 1s only one difference between
the bases of 1p1t(111sm and socialism,
that 1s the" pmvute ownership of the
product of social production. This iit-
tle difference, however requires a social
revolution to harmonise the methods of
production with the distmibution..

The workers are asked to economise,
but there has always been three stages
in a worker’s life: 1st, the period when.
his mother economises for him; 2nd,
when the mother passes on a portlon oi
the job to lim: 3rd, when he takes
.over the entive job and ecom)mlses for

lnmself _
__..._....__'..._._..1_..@.___.

THINGS WE.WOULD LIKE T0
KNOW.,

Whether Mr. Duncan has imformed
the ** Star’’ where and when socialism
has been tried and failed? Or 1s that
gentleman lying in an effort to retard
the inevitable doom of capitulism?

g N T
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1W‘mn has the diccovery been made
that workers (white and black) are
capable of thinking?  Has it been the
zesult of recent research which has re-
saled the fact that the workers are
Lallx.mn about socialism ¥

o R el PR R e T

A Prov mvm] Lohncll Comimission on

“educution is believed to be still sittines.

The only education the workers need
troubte about 15 education in socialism
—the capitalist will attend to the rest.
The Central Labour Collere and Plebs
League of Britain are giving that edu-

‘ltl()ll, e.o. by study classes for econo-

mics-, industl ial  histor v, ete. The
. 1.S. L. 1s doing :,mnethmg' in the same
direction among - both whites and

blacks 1n Tr)ham}ebbul o, and comrades
elsewhere ~hould at once take up the
study class habit m their own towns,
for that is what is ‘‘revolutionising ’
working class Britain - to-dav.

S SR S

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE.

We appeal to members who can write:
suitable articles for the paper to do so0,
especially  at the present ]uncture
whilst we are labouring under difficul-
contributors must not take of-
fence if their articles are not publish-
ed ; but same will be-gladly received by
the Press Commlttee. o

C.B.T.

For Press ECOmmmttee

Printed b the U. P. & P. Oo.
for tf!;q 1.S.L. Box 4179, ]ohmnes
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