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ABOUT OURSELVES 

WE h a w l*fn greatly stimulated and encouraged by tin- leicption accorded lo 
iho lirsi primed issue of "Likraiion, ' ' (No. *) k Ireedom loving people 

throughout the Union anJ beyond its Iwdeis. Ii is clear fioin the many con
gratulatory loners received that our maga.ine fills a dccplvfclt neeil.. Some (Inn 
riot enough!) of ihe Utters enclose contributions to the "Liberation Printing Fund.' 
We nuisj repeat the appeal made in our la* issue : "Liberation" cannot live and 
grow unless it receives financial aid from its supporters. 

The CONi iRt»S O F •DEMOCRATS (Johannesburg) writes: "We believe 
that the theoretical discissions which "Liberation" will provoke and foster will 
be of inestimable benefit to us in the course of our activities. We oiler this small 
contribution to assist you in umr etuleavooTs to provide the theoretical Kiiidancc so 
necessary lo those engaged in the struggle lor PEACE, I'REEIX^M swnd DEMO 
CRACY IN SOUTH AI'ltK A : ' IVoin London, England, SALLY MORCiAN 

as a young and, I hope democratic South African," writes: "I should litce you 
to know how much I welcome the appearance of your courageous magazine .... 
The task before us is nicely to be -both long and arduous but provided that unity 
of thouidit and action is maintained and strengthened amonn us. eventually wc 
must build a strong and. progressive South Africa. My thanks and congratula
tions for your uncompromising stand xm the skle of clear thinking." 

We should like to emphasise once again that "Liberation" aims to give 
expression to all genuinely democratic viewpoints, and that the Editorial Board 
does not necessarily endorse any particular article which may appear. The 
challenging article on the Liberal Party by Mr. Nelson Mandela, which appeared 
in our last issue, has stimulated widespread discussion, and the Liberal Party 
has been invited to reply in our next issue. We extend, once again, an invita
tion* to all democrats to contribute lo our columns. We'feel sure, for example, 
that Dr." Nhlapo's views on the language question will not pass unchallenged 
among our readers. 

LIBERATION PRINTING PUN!) 

The Jul lowing amounts were received up to the 24th July: "Hcberin" (Ca,pe 
Town) 12-0-0 Congress of Democrats £1-1-0, J. Raker 10/-, P. Rissik, 10/-, Sally 
Morgan. London. 10/-. Total £5-11-0. Let's sec a much bigger and better list 
in our next issue! 
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PUTTING THE SCREWS ON 

"O, God, that men 'should be so cheap, 
And bread should be so dear," 

^"W OPENCE extra on the priccjuf a loaf of bread! 

It is impossible to avoid the conclusion that Mr. Havenga was not 
primarily concerned with the relatively small extra revenue that the 
bread tax would produce. A small extra tax o\\ luxury Roods would 
have produced the same results. The fact is that bread has become 
the staple diet of the urban workers, Africans and others alike. And 
the urban worker is the main target- of the Nationalists new budget. 
He will be the chief victim of the 14 per cenf increase in railway 
fares announced by Mr. Sauer. He is the chief victim of Dr. Ver-
woerd's new pass books, of the Western Areas plan in Johannesburg, 
of Schoeman's anti-African trade union Bill. 
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It is no accident Aat the African industrial worker has bsen the 
object of all these concerted attacks at the present time. 

Many critics, of apartheid take their stand on the arguments that 
"it won't work," it is merely election propaganda," it Is economic
ally impossible," and similar themes. They assume that apartheid v a 
sort of fancy scheme for a "Bantustan." or some such nonsense. »n 
this they are mistaken. True, the reality of apartheid is something 
far different from the fancy picture painted by Government propagan
dists, the gobbledygook of certain Stellenbosph professors, or the hypo
critical pretences of D.R.C predikants, attempting the impossible 
task of reconciling brute repression with the faith they profess. 

By attacking these myths, these critics are demolishing straw men, 
leaving unscathed the' savage, reality of-Nationalist policy towards non-
white people as it has taken" shape over the past five years, and con
tinues to do so in one tyrannical lesgislative and administrative mea
sure after another. 

The true natur#*nd'purpo* of apartheid will best be divined by 
an examination of some of the concrete measures being implemented 
and introduced bv the Government. 

Western Areas Plan 

Dr. Verv.oerd's "slim" talk in the Assembly about "home owner
ship on a leasehold basis for die displaced people of the Western 
Areas will not hide the truth from any per«on who. has made the 
slightest independent investigation of the facts about the Verwoerd 
Plan 

Briefly, the plan is as follows : 

Approximately eighty thousand non-European men; women and 
children are to be expelled piecemeal from their homes in Sophia-
town, Martindafe, Newclare, Western Native* Township and Corona-
tionville. The/non-white owners will not be compensated for rheir 
property (\ erwoerd says they can sell to Europeans, or the N.A.D., 
so -the question of compensation does not arise.") There is no other 
land in Johannesburg where non-whites can acquire freehold rights, 
nor will such land be made available. 

th . 5 ? « u S n ° m e r e ,prob!f"i °f t h e o w n e r s - ""to™ landlords" as 
e S « m T n S C S f i i C*]]cd> t h e i ? ' ( I r i s wond<*'"> with what 

bTSSS&q? d re8ards a s,um ,andlord - i f he »»«** t o 

Above all, it is the problem and the tragedy of the th6usands of 
African famiUe^ whom it is proposed to provide with N S T S B on 

cm S Shn
a

enrii ) r land07hCu re t h e y w i U * flowed and W e ? ' ^ put up shannes - no doubt on the familiar Jabavu-Moroka pattern. 
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Of course, Sophiatown and Newclare are slums. Where else 
arc Non-Europeans allowed to live but in slums ? But at least these 
areas are provided with shops, schools, hospitals, churches, bioscopes, 
larred roads, lights, water .... The dwellings arc crowded and dirty, 
hut at least they are weatherproof. These things are not perfect, 
but they arc Ueav$t>, compared with the hell of Moroka! However 
imperfect the Sotfhi*tt>wn bus service, it is better than the Orlando-
Pimviile train scr\*i<£ already forty per cent, overcrowded, and 
perpetually late 

Al: o, SophisftitaM a{id Newclare are not locations where people 
are fenced in like fMpn$ls in the Zoo, with a superintendent at the 
Kate to supervise vllmtngs and goings, to collect lodgers' fees and 
examine visitors' i^wj*" 

These arc some o* the reasons why a mighty wave of opposition 
is developing to <He% Western Areas Plan. 

The Pass Book* 

Several WitW&cersrand pass ortices have already started issuing 
the new books wbfch are being sold by the Native Affairs Department 
under the "Abolition of Passes and Coordination of Documents Act." 
Never was legislation misnamed with crueller irony. The abolition 
of passes has been the cherished dream of generations of African 
patriots, who rcco&nised in the pass system a connerstone of the struc* 
ture of African subjugation and the cheap labour systtem; the badge 
o* slavery; th<i ticidt of admission to the pick-up van, the cells, the 
farm jails 

* 

VerwoerdV. <P4a& pooks retain all the evil features of the old 
passes, with w l ^ S v ? * believe most readers of Liberation will be 
familiar. The£ jjJ^.Kikl a number of new features, which will make 
the pass systeofc* M o • more objectionable and onerous* Unlike the 
old service corjrf^TOf .which were cancelled and replaced upon a 
man's leaving briptft* for another, the Verwoerd Books are designed 
to be permanent*! i f spiteful employer or pass office official, to whom 
you do riot say jtoib&as" quickly or often-enough, can .put a black 
mark in your boot* 'which you will have to carry around with you for 
the rest of your \n$ 

Simultaneous, with the issue of Verwoerd Books (and under 
the pcotcxt of fl&anng with tsot9t problem,") the police have launch' 
ed a major series df drives to round up tax-<lefaulters, temporarily un* 
employed A f r i c a aud men who are "unable to give a good and 
satisfactory acoLwttt of themselves." Countless families.are being. . 
broken up, courttffe? children made fatherless, as men are picked up 
in the po!ice-N.A«D net and deported from the towns. 

We have leiecfed but two concrete items of current apartheid 
policy for ansd&fc above. There are many others. There is Mr. 
Schoeman's "Native Labour (Settlement of Disputes) Bill," described 
on another page* by Mr. Weinberg. There are the proposed "tsotsi 



camps designed to herd Afrfcau youth into compulsory labour-at cut 
rates There are the innumerable legislative and administrative acts 
designed to stifle free speech, to silence popular leaders, temfy the 
opposition, and suppress the people's resistance. 

Behind It All. 

What's behind it all ? Race prejudice and the apartheid ideo
logy ? No doubt, Dr. Malan and his Ministers are filled with the 
spirit of racial arrogance and contempt for the non 
But it is more than ideology arid prejudice that lies behind the vicious 
new apartheid measures* 

In his annual report, Dr. M. H. de Kock, Governor of the Re-
>eire Bank complained bitterly of the shortage of cheap labour. 

Our main problem .... is the persistent shortage of both 
skilled and unskilled labour, which shortage has seriously 
handicapped the gold mining industry and some of our vî al 
industrial enterprise* and ha? al§e retarded the scope of 
farming and public "services generally." 

Dr. de Kdck customarily sneaks with the voice pf rhe# great 
financial and mining interests who dominate South Africa's economy 
and are the Teal masters of the country They want labour diverted 
towards the mines and the farms, and such essential supplementary 
seraces as heavy engineering and* me railways. Now, if you examine 
these industries, y ^ will* "fifed rfiat they are. precisely those in which 
tbe lowest Wages and worst • conditions ate offered for labour, parti
cularly African labour 

There is no labour shortage in industries which manufacture con
sumer goods, and offer wages rather higher than those which the 
mines and farms provide. Go to any factory malcing clothes, furni
ture, footwear, where wages for labourers and semi-skilled workers 
range from £3 to £S per week. You will find men outside looking for 
work. Dr. de Keck and the employers for whom he ^>eaks know 
perfectly well that it they were prepared to offer living wages and 
toleable conditions there would be no "labour shortage." The fact 
is that, against a background of steep increases in the cost of living, 
real wages have fallen to the extent where it is no longer possible for 
the mine ar engineering labourer to support his family on his earnings. 

Making It Compulsory. 

AfJL?'- t o o f f? r a d ^ n t wage to labour is the last thing South 
Afnca-s impenahstic Randlords and feudalistic farmers are prepared 
S w m s i c ^ i f *Jtll! i a S n o t banned one whit since 1897, when the 
gold,mines asked the Kruger Government to introduce taxation and 
other measures to coerce African labour on to the mines A Com-

SHffl?up'and ,hc v'"*™™'siwkrama"« - w V . 
"Would you Be in favour of asking the Government to enforce 



laboutf" 
Albu: "Certainly. A Kaffir cannot live on nothing." 
Commissioner: "You would make it compulsory?" 
Albu: "I would make it compulsory, -and without using force. 

A tax would be levied." 

Here, We have the crude reality behind the Nationalist "ideolo-
gical" legislation backed up in all its essentials by the United Party. 
Catch the "Kaffirs" in the remorseless pincers of economic pressure 
and police weor Tax their bread. ("If the effect of the budget was 
to get the Nfttr-es once again to cat raealic meal porridge .... it would 
have- achie.Vei> ene useful purpose" — Nat. M.P., van den Hecvcr, 
28.7.53) DwveVfhem from their homes. Raid them and harry them 
and hunt then* into the compounds and out to the farms. 

This Is 1953 
But this is 1953, not 1897. The Government is dealing today 

not with the Scattered and leaderless tribes of Kruger's day, bur-
with an awakened and fast-uniting African nation, spearheaded by a 
working class th?t has been disciplined and educated by half a century 
of industrial development, organised in such a formidable organisa
tion as the African -National Congress, and allte^ with progressive 
elements amdng other groups such as the S.A. Indian Congress and 
the newly-formed Congress of Democrats speaking for a growing and 
determined minority among the whites who seek a democratic South 
Africa. Despite Schoeman's anti-trade union Bill, the ihfft is ripe for 
a rapid and militant growth of. African trade unions. Ahd as in 
creasing sectors of the white middle and worfcirtg classes ger caught 
in the crowftra of the Nationalists' economic drive to cheapen labour, 
this alliance ^ bound to be joined by more advanced elements from 
Such bodies as the Trades and Labour Council, the' Labour Party and 
the Liberal Batty iri resistance to specific aspects of the Government's 
Nazi plans. 

* 

We otfty ekpect the Malanites to resort to more dictatorial 
methods. Ptitang the screws on" is not merely an economic and 
police matter as it was yesterday. More and more political mea-
sures are *$s6ried to, in an effort to batter down the structure of a 
new, democratic South Africa, that is arising within the crumbling 
shell of the old Police raids, bans on literature, proscription of 
leaders, expulsion of elected trade union officials become the order of 
the day. Brian Bunting, elected by an overwhelming majority, who 
has proved- himself as staunch a tighter for people's rights in Parlia
ment as he has been in journalism, is given his marching" orders from 
the House of Assembly. Malan and Strauss are bargaining over the 
price of the- Coloured vote. A huge and extravagantly costly machi
nery of State repression is growing up. 

All to no.avail. 

The ffesh breeze of peace and freedom is blowing through the 
world. \#e South Africans have caught a breath of its sweet, live-
giving savour -And there is no force that can stop us breaking down 
the suffocating dungeon walls of oppression. 
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M.RA--WEAPON OF THE 

"COLD WAR" 

By DAN TLOOME 

RECENTLY we have becomc-awarc i-i a IU-W movement which amis 10 utuau 
African*. It invito ihcm lor fix* vim* u» conlcrcncea in Rhodesia <i*a.<v 

ports fixed without questions, all expenses paid), onj even IU bwit:crland (ayam. 
all expenses paid, including luxury juvmm..xJation in u%hr.t-class hotel), bomc 
African leaders accept these invitations without thinhng very much about It. 
The movement seems harmless, of a vaguely relitfous character. It calls itself 
"Moral Rearmament." It claims to be based on the principles ol "Absolute 
Honesty, Purity, Unselfishness and Lo\e." Smooth-spoken emissaries come to see 
these African leaders. They flatter them with a .-how of r e j e c t and considcia-
tion. It all sound* so attractive, tmd harmless. The reward-* are tempting 

Fortunately. mo*t ot our non-European leaders ha\c developed a .sharp seme 
of suspicion against innwceiu-^ccming -advances of this type. They want to know 
what-it is all about. One or two, however, arc not so vigilant- They accept 
invitations to Lusaka in Rhodesia and Caux in Swit:crli*nd. They send fulsome 
birthday grecang* to the M.ft.A. fuhrer, Dr. Frank Buchman. They fail to ask 
the key question*: What is the M.R.A.? What is its background? How 
organised and finance's. wh$X are its. real aims' 

1.1 it 

The Background. 

In the 1930s .there emerged in Britain a movement known as the Oxford 
Group, lead by an American, Dr. Frank Buchman. While 'it claimed to be 
religious in character, it showed a marked political bias. Its main political feature 
at that time was its sympathy for Germany Nazism. In 1936, Dr. BuchnTan paid 
a visit to Germany and met Himmler who was, of course, «he head of the Gestapo, 
responsible during his career for the slaughter and torture of millions of innocent 
people in concentration camp. According to the German steel millionaire Frits 
Thyssen (in his book "I Paid Hitler") Himmler was actually a member! erf the 
Oxford Croup. A few weeks later after his return from Nari Germany, Buchman 
made, the following declaration: 

T thank Heaven for a man like Adolph Hitter who built a front line of 
defence against the anri- Christ of Communism." ("Nciv York 'World-Telegram,'-
August 26th, 1936.) 

When the war broke out against Germany, leading British member*- of 
Buchman s organisation went to America to carry out a campaign for American 
g * * ™ * * They said that the role of the U S A should be limited to "Moral 
Rearmament. Tms was made the main slogan of the movement, and from then 
cm the Oxford.Grpup changed its name to that of Moral Renrmamenr. 

k«^^&.!f fS W t l e r u a d "lrcady 0VCrrun Europe flnd *• P r ^ N a z i lin* hod 
become impossible for Buchman to put across outside Germany. M.R.A. public* 
now, however, continued to be published in German under the Nazi rctfroe. 



Sir Man Herbert. Conservative M.P. ...said about the Moral Rearmament 
(iriMip: 

"I know what I am up against w.Ji tluV.vust, wealthy and ruthless organisa
tion The InnuuaKe ami rechniqne of I he Oxford Group Co-, Ltd., is strikingly 
and siutlv similur to that of the Nazis." 

In (Miliary, l°4* ,the American (trail Appeals Board-(a body set up to con-
suler implications UH exemption Irom military service) rejqeted appeals from 
M.R.'A. mrmh*rs. sicvktiis: 

"Sutfi'tlcikuatioiis ,(hv I>r. Itmhmaii) seem to us to be expressing the aims 
;*iul I'hiltvj'i-iijhy .'o'l I hi*" Axis power*." 

M.R.A trader-. Irom foreign louiiines act as agencies of the American intel-
liKeiue fv|?yj ^wvkjj^J^ekaU'si^ aucndinK international M.R.A. conferences in 
America [\\M'* "\ .ter*rili.>nal security conferences" with representatives of the 
I ' X ( CMH-JVNA ; and Srwc D/,\im.itn. C Jen. I IICIH* P. Clay, the American Mitt-
iarv ( oinipandcf sn Oermanv helped 1.1 nti'k 150 Oerman leaders to attend the 
M.R.A. rtjefflrs-j^in t*uv.\ in I S , nrJ" in N50 the Japanese'M.R.A. delegation 
came u* FtfHfft* m.J Amer..a "with the Mippon and approval of Den. MacArthur" 
(Gmnrv.^irDal<"Record, Julv- --hb^.1950). 

Humhle Gratitude. 

The leaders oi thi> lapane-c delegation were received by the U.S. Congress, 
JIKI their spokesman 'said: 

VC'o* realise th*»i the prvaou> .blood of the sons-of America is now being 
«hed\«o *roie*i freedom of tt1* world, and me Far fa^r, and if we might 
be* p$n£itied a*. Japanese-to bow~our~hea%ds ftTj&epest and humble gruti-
it»dc<a;>d appreciation for this great sacrifice theUhited States is making, 
•-* -w^t indeed be an honour and a privilege for us." 

If fucft «coVile Ucksnttling is required ot non-white M.R.A. members, African 
leaders rnav well think twice if it is not too high a T>rice to pay for a frVe 
holidav ahtoad. 

Both in the United States and Britain, M.R-A. is supported by the most re
actionary and fsssistic' sections of ithe ruling class. Henry Ford ar<I Harry Truman 
have backed this outfit fori manv years. In Britatin Lord Nuffield, the Morris 
motor-car'king, Lord Courrhope. President of the National Union of Conservative 
and Unionist Associations, and former President of the Landowners Association, 
and man,* »$iber- Torv leaders and top capitalists are among M.R.A.'s backers. 

A lUi **( t\A Movement"* ehiel supporters in other countries sounds like a 
icgisrer %& ihc worst enemies of the Corking claw throughout the world. Chiang 
Kai-shek and his Formosa duple-back M.R.A. Its Japanese supporters include 

.Hisuro IchimJ^lo the Director ol ihc Pa'?k of Japan, and other leaders of Japanese 
Industry who, nave their iu!l support 10 Japanese aggression in Asia. Other 
lapane.-e. -stiftrvrXers include America's puppet Premier of. Japan. Yoshida, and the 
Chiefs of Toirce.'in Tokyo and Osaka. 

The b»ra&s.t monopoly iiv India is Tata Industries. Its Chairman. Shri 
J.R.L>. Tata backs M.R.A. 

Singman Knee is an M.R.A. man. 

Karl ArJep»«»<«- West German Chancellor, ("the Butcher of Bonn") ia an 
M.R.A. man. 
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Robert Schumann, former- French Prime Minister who was kickefi out by 
the French Parliament because they could not stomach his plan for a new Nan 
army m Germany and German control of French coal and steel resources, is an 
HltA. man. 

What sort of company is this, for Africans who claim to be interested 
emancipation of their people? 

in tW 

In South Africa, 

It is only recently that M.RA. has been trying to penetrate among non-
European leaders- in this country. Hut it has for some time been seeking support 
among the Europeans. Where did it got the support? 

As-we should expect, from the sort of international connections described above, 
the Buchmanites sought and found a ready response among big business 
circles in the Union. And, in 'the first place, from the historic enemy of the 
workers and oppressed people of South Africa, the big mining interests who 
dominate our country 

"The Chamber of Mines, which undertook the cost of sending a delega
tion of its own tepresentatives to Caux, reports that there is 100 per cent, 
change in relationships between itself and t h e men (the white miners' 
union) as a result of M-RA. influence. Personalities such as Mr. Paul 
Visser, President of the Union, and Mr. R. P. Erasmus declare that tljey 
have found a new way whereby disputes can be settled amicably in the 
light of the M.R.A. ideology.*' 

("The Star," 23rd April, 1951) 

Nationalist members of Parliament and leaders of the Natronalist dominated 
S.A. Mine Workers' Union availed themselves of the invitations to holidays in 
Switzerland. Mr. D. F. Ellis former Secretary of the Mine Workers' 'Union, was 
also connected with the movement for "Moral Rearmament," although his devo
tion to the principles of "absolute honesty, purity etCi" would fyppear to be 
somewhat questionable. 

To sum up: 

"Moral Rearmament" is not, as it pretends to be, a quasi-religious bixly res
tricted to preaching high-sounding moral platitudes. It is.an enormously wealthy 
international conspiracy devoted to undermining movements of the workers and 
oppressed people for emancipation in all countries. Its "message" of collaboration 
between workers and em-plovers, between oppressors and the oppressed turns out 
to be a formula for getting the oppressed <to submit to their fate, without 
struggle. By allowing a few leaders to sit down socially with their masters, Jrhey 
hope to emasculate the trade unions and national liberation movements. 

They will not succeed in these objectives. The great majority of trade: 
unionists and democratic leaders will refuse to be side-tracked by the soft soap 
of the Buchmanites. TTiey will ask why M.R.A. members are not allowed to 
elect officials of the movement, and why its finances are kept a closely-guarded 
secret from the. members themselves. They will ask why M.R.A. has no answers 
to any ot the problems of poverty, misery, unemployment and war, but restricts 
itself to acting as a weapon m American Captation's "cold war" against so<alled 

communism. 

"R « ? d M * e y ^ r e J e C t Jhe
r ¥^'A- w i t h «»«««n«pt. just as they rejected the 

Bantu National Congress" of Mr. Bhengu, the so-called "Non-European Unity 
Movement" and all other agencies of the ruling class. V 
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THE WAR THAT FAILED 

By L. BERNSTEIN 

ONE SUNDAY morning in 1950, an unsuspecting world was startled by the 
announcement from the American Government in "Washington that .... "The 

American Ambassador t'p *hc Republic of (South) Korea has informed the Depart

ment of State that North •Korean forces invaded .... at several points in the early 

morning hours of June 25th." Frcnziedly, the United Nations Security Council 

was summoned. In the Space of a few days, No*th Korea had beeh named as an 

aggressor, America had been ''asked to take charge of military assistance to the 

iorces of South Korea in the name of UNO, all members of UNO had been asked 

to send troops against North Korea. 

Only later, when the war had been joined irrevocably by all the imperialist 
powers, did it become clear that the American Government had swindled UNO 
and world opinion. The actual cable from the U.S. Ambassador in South Korea 
had stared: "According to (South) Korean Army rapports, which are partly con
firmed by (United States) Military Advisory Grfcup field reports, North Korean 
forces invaded Republic of Korea at several points this morning.,1 The vital 
words "....according to .South Korean reports ....," .omitted from the American 
Government announcement and concealed from UNO until decisions had been 
reached, could not rwvc been ommined .accidentally. Their oramission Wias 
deliberate, part of a carefully prepared American scneme to make North Korea 
the aggressors; and the .*Vmerican puppet state of South Korea the victim. 

Well Laid Plan 

The plan for War in ,Korea.had be,en well laid. Ever since the liberation of 
Korea from the Japanese armies by the Korean people themselves and the armies 
of the U.S.S.R., the. Americans had concentrated on the destruction of the libera
tion movement and the establishment of a reactionary, military despotism in «he 
Southern half of the country — the hajf agreed on with the USSR as the 
"American occupation wne." By 1950, they were ready. Mr. John Foster 
Dulles, adviser to the Stare Department, long known as a Nari. sympathiser, apd 
denounced back in TV4T by Vishinsky at UNO as one of the world's foremost 
"warmongers," left onaa*tour of inspection of South Korea- Four days before the 
Korean war started, he k'ft Korea fta? Jappu where he promised reporters "positive 
action by the United States to preserve peace in the Far East," On June 25, the 
war started, General MacArthur's biographer, John Gunther, states he was told 
by MacArthurs chief ^political adviser that "A big story has just broken. South 
Korea has attacked North Korea." 

It was to be u bigger story than ever General MacArthur or Mr! DuQes 
dreamed. "As the largest producer, the largest source of capital and the biggest 
contributor to the gtebfrl mechanism, we must set the frffte and assume the res'-. 
possibility of the majority shareholder in this corporation known as the world ' ' 
These were the term* in , which one of the United Stages' nVulti-millionaire oil 
magnates proclaimed the outlook of American big business in 1946. The poliri-
cians were not far behind in this dream of world domination and World-wide 
exploitation for profit* By the following year President Truman,, in what has 
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become to be known as the "Truman Poctrinc," laid down the right of the 
I failed State* to intervene in any country anywhere to ensure the maintenance of 
the type of government favoured by it. IK l°48 the doxrtrinc of the "Cold War" 
had passed formally into every action and pronouncement of the American State 
Department, expressing the militarylinaiuial alliance ol big business wilh ihe 
diplomatic and military ortfpns of the American stale machine to "set thetf pal? 
,ind assume the responsibly of majority shareholder" throughout the world. 

Korea was singularly attractive as u jumping oil ground for the new world-
conquerors. AK a result of Soviet-American agreement alter Korea's liberation 
from Japan, the Vouiwry had been divided across its centre — on the 38th parallel 
— into separate iones, the North occupied by Soviet* troo'ps, the Sou'th by Amc 
rican. Long before the outbreak of war, the Soviet troops had departed, leaving 
behind in the North a strong and flourishing democratic government, drawing it*. 
strength from the national liberation movement which had contributed power
fully to Japanese defeat during World War If. In the South, American occupa
tion had been devoted to the destruction of the national liberation movement; 
ro imposing, on an unwilling population, a Government headed by IV. Syngman 
Rhee specially brought from Washington for the purpo.se; and to the building 
and equipping of a modern armv. olficered. tutored, equipped and conrrolled at 
h£> level Uy American Military "Adyfeory" Groups. Here at hand was all the 
raw material for a first venture in American expansionism in Asia, with a well 
armed and indoctrinated South Korean .puppet government to attempt the "unifi
cation" of Korea hy force of arms, and thus restore to the United States a small 
part of the empire in Asia which-"had vanished with (the complete collapse and 
defeat of her former running-don', Chiang Kai Shek ii\ China. 

Strategically. Korea -filled the needs .of the advocates of "cold war*' aifunsi 
the U.'S.S-R. and China admirable. As a base for future hostile operations, it 
was clo^e enough to. JfcpHh, .Amerfca * main Pacific military baje, for easy svoph 
and reinforcement;" and also close enough to the Soviet eastern-frontiers and-to 
China's Vital industrial;regions to provide a jum^rrrg'OrT place for aggression. To
gether with Japan, Chiang's last stronghold on the ishjid of Formosa and a chain 
of smaller islands,, control of Korea would facilitate e strangling blockade of the 
China coast, thus enabling America to carry on by economic means the struggle 
against the People's Republic which she had' iormely'j>ursued through military aid 
to Chiang. 

Dream and Reality. 

There were further military-political considerations. North Korea, while rich 
h mineral and industrial wealth, particularly in nickel vital to the American re
armament programme- was yet small enough to promise hopes of quick and easy 
conquest. A quick and hopelessly one-sided war would provide the opportunity 
for testing out. under battle conditions, the new techniques of war and the new 
weapons developed in American laboratories and research stations since the end of 
world wvr in 1946. Furthermore, a quick and victorious war would be a signal 
lesson ro the whole world, and especially 10 thc colonial heoplcs, that when 
America spoke of Vor ld leadership" and thc "crusade against Communism" she 
meant business, basked with all the military might and political support which 
her financial dominance could muster. 

• n « & ^ ? S ^ U k e n ° V C r i a , h c , i r e m , w r * f m m t h c a L , t h o r o f "Mcin Kampf" may have had some prospects ,n the world of l939.B«t in 1950, in Korea the 

w T r K ^ T m t hu!T h F C a l i t y °i , h c ™ d c ™ world. The' world was t 
longer the place H had been when Dive and Gordon conquered ar, empTre & 
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brltair'vby quick and eaoy mnaaocre oi unarmed, uAorgecuaed and unbetfneoded 
colonial "natives." In place of the planned rapid advance of Rhee'b troops to 
the North, came the shattering blows of the North Korean armies, sweeping the 
Americans und their puppcis before hem, till all that remained in the grin of their 
armies was the liny bridgehead around the port of I'utan- What was to have 
been a minor foray, over in a matter of^wecks, became a major war, straining 
America's military resources to the limit,'forcing America to desperate resorts, to 
conscription (or «hc fin>t time except during world war; sending American diplo
mats pleading and demanding 01 her imperialist allies and satellites that troops, 
pianos und equipment be rushed .10 Korea. What was planned to be passed off 
10 die world a:, a "V-'*'fcMv*4* Nations police action" became a large-scale war, costing 
more American lift!, than the whiAt- ol World War II. The- 1950 empire-seeker* 
had run up afeaHK'i ;i well organised, tlosoly knit and determined national libera
tion moveiiu*ni} arrncd with modem equipment, btcelcd in struggle and united in 
deicOCC oi their land 'titfCtS&Mjr libcr-y. 

Summoning all the resources they could muster, the American troops pushed 
painfully ba^L to their jumping-oii line, the 38th parallel, leaving behind them, tn 
their own puppet of South Korea- a trail of devastation and destruction unjxa-
rallcled in histi ry. . "The' ccolness ot the welcome received by \he liberators" 
said a United Tress dispatch from Seoul, South Korean capital, after its recapture 
by American /.rocos, "is, undefendable in the light of millions of dollars worth 
of damage.'* . The "gooks" were being taught a lesson in American imperialist 
methods. 

The * American- brass-hats, licking Ithcir wounds, and attempting.-, to restore 
their shattered presiigc. issued »a tyf>ioa)ly? bullying, 'master'racar .declaration to the-
North Korean armies, "I" brc. dcaic General MaoAr\hur. to the .North Korean 
CornrrtC/idcr,. "as waited Nations Commanded• in Chief, -call on you and the forces 
Jtidcr your command .... forthwith--to lay down your arms and cease hostilities 
under such military supervisions as 1 may direct." The demand for unconditional 
surrender took jnhef members of the United Nations by surprise. So did 
MacArthur's decision* two Jays later, on October lat., to cross the 38th- parallei 
into North Korea, The police action stood repealed for what it was, an aggressive 
Americtvi adventure/ against the Korean People's Republic- But (this time, the 
colonial vicums of imperialist aggression did not stand alone. .In the Soviet 
Union and the People's democracies they had friends and allies in their fight fcr 
land and lfbenty. 

China's Warning. 

On the'Uav, that" Mac Arthur k u n c h e i his troops across the frontier, Chinrfs 
Premier C.'hpu Ifi Lai publicly warned that China could nat supinely tolerate" an 
invasion of Kdfih Korea. While MacArthur's troops pressed on to the Chinese 
frontier in whap'thcy dreamt would be a "pushover," volunteers to fight with 
the Korean liberation armies began to gather in China. When the American 
armies, recklessly pushing forward to the Chinese frontiers, were joined by 
American planes bombing Yalu river power stations which- supplied power to 
China's industrial plants across the frontier, the Chinese People's Volunteers, 
formed into units, crossed into Korea to stand shoulder to shoulder with their 
Korean comrades. The dreams of victory, exemplified by MacArthur's "lay down 
your arms'" ultimatum, and by his later "Home by Christmas"' communique to 
hi-j troops, vanished into thin air. By Christmas, 1950, the American aggressors 
were cyicc more luck on the Southern side of the ,38th oarallel; They are? there 
today, two and a Half years later. The socialist sector, of the worlct* had. como 
to the succour of the Korean people, destroying for ever the dreams, that mo'dern 
colonial ventures can be quick, easy and uncontested as they were in years gone by. 



Bitter as w*re the M6ws to American military prestige and repufar1***, the 
blows 10 the vaunted '"superiority" of their equipment and armamqnts wc.J more 
iMH-cr In '»e air, the Chinese MIC jet-fighter outfought and out flew the best 
the American manufacturers could .produo- On land, the Chinese and North 
Korean infantryman outfought the American, earning even from American news
papers the reputation of 1>eing "the toughest infantryman" in the wor ld Slowly, 
as the dead and the wounded multiplied, reality hrk>hc (hitougi thq grandiose 
dreams of American militarists, proving once again and beyond the doubting that 
high morale and confidence, bred by understanding and conviction of the justice 
,>f a cause, makes better fighters than the best and most modem equipment 
Lavished ipon aggressive mercenaries. In the field of "super-weapons" of a new 
(rightfulness, the dreams of easy victory have been demolished. The American 
"ideal" weapon of germ warfare has been countered and rendered largely im
potent by the mass enlistment of sthe Korean and Chinese i>eoplc in campaigns of 
mass innoculation, mass public health education and mass anti-bacterial defenses, 
possible only in* the new lands of national independence, where the government 
is part of the people and the peopled' movement for progress. 

And the atom bomb, whose alleged monopoly by the United States has been 
the decisive element for victory in the planning of the imperialist strategy, lies 
unused in its American stockpiles. For something new has grown up in the 
world since the Korean war started. The people of the world have entered into 
the struggle to ipreserve" peace, in such overwhelming numbers in every" land, 
America included, thatt their voice must, now be heard. The last vestige of inter-
eational toleration for ArrHrkan imperialism will vanish if atomic bombing is 
resorted to; and the American imperialists know it. Under the leadership of the 
World Peace Movemenr, the will of 'men and wfomen everywhere for peace has 
become itself a weapon against imperialist "war; a weapon which ithre"aens such 
retribution that the stockpiles of atomic bombs dare ndt he used for military 
victory, because rheir use (threatens drastic political defeat.' 

Bock on the 38th Parallel. 

In its three years, the Korean war has tunned full circle, from the blustering 
and arrogant- branding of North Korea and China as "aggressbrs," through the 
blustering and arrogant demands for unconditional surrender, to the present 
peace treaty now, after every American military movement has been defeated, 
every politicail and diplomatic manoeuvre to prolong the war been ended' in 
disaster. The proposed truce line runs still, after three years, roughly along the 
38t(i parallel. This is the territorial outcome of the first American adventure in 
conquest. For this, countless thousands have died, been maimed, imprisoned, 
rendered homeless- For this, millions have been impoverished, and all. the 
maternal achievements of all rhe past generations of Koreans have been blown 
into ashes. 

But not for this alone. The Korean war has reshaped the world and made 
it a better place for those who survived. It has helped ito roll the plans of Ame
rican world conquest in the dust of history. It has called forth a grear inter-
national Peace Movement to (plan the peace of mankind, wheifc yestierday the 
American Government planned to lead the peoples towards 'war. It has helped 
forward the peoples, break-through from the bonds of imperialism towards na
tional independence liberty and peace. 

n n l l ! l 0 w k I h f > S ^ 0 t i n g h a S i o ^ d d 0 W J n i n K o r e * ™ e s a m e R h e e ™* the same 
TK It »tA t h c j u « i n 1950 manoeuvred desperately to prevent the cease-fire. 
They are doing and will do everything possible to sabotage the political negotia-
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THE PROBLEM OF MANY TONGUES 
By J. M. NHLAPO 

IN Ins comment on tlu* urgency ol the problem of international communication, 
the late Sir Arthur CJutllct-Coiuh once snid: "The want of some common 

world language' is, I assume, pretty generally admitted; certainly it has been 
kit by educated luropans ever since Latin faded out as the common language." 

Wnh the shi inking ct the earth as a result of modern transport and com
munications, and the multiplicity of international assemblies, no one can con
tradict Professoi Ciuerjard when he savs: "the language obist&cle is most empha
tically not a theory but a condition/' 

Linguistic barriers, do not only constitute an international but an intertribal 
problem. It i* the latter with which I *m just n o w specially concerned, 

In South Alnca ours is to suggest a solution to the linguistic barriers, whereas 
m other parts ol Africa, the problem was foreseen and prevented from growing 
and ossifying. 

When the question ol ieducing Ibo in Nigeria to writing, the multiplicity of 
its dialects reared i ts-head Each tribal group wished to have its dialect written. 
I he writer of the lancuafee decided on 'Union Ibo* which was a fusion of the 
various dialects whose vocabularies became contributions to the combined lan
guage. Union Ibo was taught in schools and wire- used in the translation of the 
Bible. While the adults outside raised their voices in protest against this hybrid 
Ibo, the little one-Milently, absorbed it in the classroom 

The adults died and tjie combined language obtained a permanent place as 
;he literary and standard language of the Ibo family of tribes. The same thing 
was done with the Shona dialects in Southern Rhodesia. 

The Analogy ot bwahili 

In East Afrka SwirhjU which belonged to one coast tribe wns adopted, anti 
reinforced with woris'-fwm Arabic e t c ' All tribes in Uganda, Tanganyika, Kenya 
Snd other regions van."understand one another through this lingua franca. 

Ill South Alrica the. Ibo and Shona psneess W>s reversed. Xhosa and Zulu 
were forced apart and written as two different languages each with its own ortho
graphy. Tswana and Southern Sotho were treated in the same Way while the 
difference in orthography was made even wider. After the use of Southern Sotho 
literature in the Transvaal, someone introduced written Pcdi with an orthography 
that differed from that df Southern Sotho and Tswana in certain glaring rsepects. 

In the Northern Tranwttl . Venda and Tsone-a each followed its own way. 

The mixing of tribes has thrown the proMem of linguie tc barriers into snarp-
relief. A few years ago, when I piloposed the unification of Xhosa, Zulu, Swazi, 
Ndebele. llaca etc. into- one Nguni language, and Tswana, Pedi. Southern Sotho, 
Kgatla etc. into another, and that we begin building a bridge actios* the two, i 
found myself turned into a target of bitter criticism. . . . . , 

My idea was pronounced preposterous and impracticable. It Is, in £fnte ot 
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toll this nois<-, gratifying that badges arc being built. The absurdity of Spelling 
the same words differently just because of tribal difference has almost been 
removed. One education department has instructed its examiners to refrain from 
penalising a candidate just tbecause he lias, in his composition, employed a word 
from another dialect. 

The free borrowng of words is taking place in; large industrial centres in the 
teeth of harsh protests by the linguistic "purists." Xhosas are importinrJ rnanx-
Zulu words, and vice versa. Tswana and Pedi speakers use Southern S».1K» \.*-n .. 
and expressions to an increasing extent. 

All this is as it should be. This mixture is a Rood ihiiiK nnd we should nil 
encourage it. A conference should be summoned wild a standard piocoss ol 
unification agreed tifcon. Nguni words should be licely Sothoiscd and Nnho 
words freely Nguniised. There is nothing revolutionary in this. Ii lias been 
going'on for "a century in the Eastern part of the Orange l'ree tt.aie. 

Transvaal Ndebele spoken at and around Potgietersrust is a combination ol 
Nguni and Sotho which is spoken fluently by the Ndebeles of that rcgi< ion. 

In my suggestions, I am nor unaware that there may yet be another way out 
of this linguistic tangle. Unity among non-Europeans which is so essential in 
this country renders my proposed solution* merely partial. English is our non-
European Esperanto. The question i s : "Should English be among, us in South 
Africa what Swahili is in East Africa?*" 

This should be left for future discussion. Our job just now should..he the 
throwing of our Bantu languages into one pot, and the putving of fire under the 
pot- For, a start* however, two separate pots might be necessary. 

THE ROAD TO SLAVERY 

LONG before, the Nationalist Party came to power they made it clear in their 
programmatic declarations that the system of collective bargaining "would 

have to be substituted by a system of State supervision and "State responsibility." 

This picture of a benevolent "State" settling the workers' troubles for them 
was drawn in order to persuade the workers to drop their independent vigilance 
in defence of their own rights, to give up the idea of free class organisation, to 
Weaken the Trade Unions-

Sihce- coming to power the Nats have gone a long w;ay in implementing their 
labour programme. Skilfully playing on the colour prejudices of the white 
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ttorkmfc'hcy firsl succeeded in dividing die Trade Union Movement.. This wa> 
I..|Kir.nl bv Martini; lo remove hom»t t.iul class consciou:; trade union leaders. 
Nmiihancoiish, ilie. ImliMiwI I ei>islaiii>u Commission launched a full scale wai 
.-i, nil ii».liiitin»l.pi<*iepi! ol workuie ilass uniiv and il-in-i I rsulv Piiiniiism 
,i\A in a series ol devastating recommendations Uirf the foundations for the re-
noial ol the present system of collective bargaining and for its substitution by a 
National Labour Hoard." 

Hie Nat ̂  also succeeded in roping in the support of coliahorwuoniat trade 
...uin "kail*ib1 ten their Schemes, ft must have come Bi. a shod- even to manv 

••ntkwanJ white wmktrs.thai their leader-, agreed to accept such recommendation* 
immsir rial and Male lOtitrol yv«c the fundi; of their trade union*. 

I'he Native I d\>ur (Settlement u: Uisputesj hill IN one further srep in this 
ampaign o! d*or.yjtifi the trade un^i , , oi their strength and influence. It is, oi 

ursr, m the -f.. -t place destined tc defeat the increasing tendency of African 
rkcih to on:au.-.e 1.1 u\ul%* fifflfiiis', tint it tames with it a number of threat*. 

••nly i" the it-edor.i ol ihe luirofvan trade uniomV.*., bur also to the hardwen 
•nd.uotv oi worl and ;:anda.rd of wanes ol many organised workers, who hitherto 
.annyed ;.J athlete imferovemcm* bv ineajii* of collective bargaining 

Fhe Native Labour Bill. 

The .Bill 'proposes to set up elaborate machinery "for the settlement of difl' 
I'.ites.1' A ^trini» of bureaucrats are to deal in long succession with d i lu tes affect-
:ii! worker*. It ;!l locks verv impressive; There is a native labour officer, who 

be the civirmah";.*! a*Reirional IVmrniM-ee consisting of three -Africans. Of 
.":r e. the three Atri.ans are to be appointed bv *h{± Minuter — there is or* 

'M.-C, no ret cs-*Mctu i\ u;v thi> Board bv the rYtdtati worker! ihemseT rs, not 
*ven -tho*-o.-.who.':;rff directly .affected bv a possible dismite. Where no regional 
*::.;r..:u- oper*tvV :$r. "Inspector may exercise its functions. 

The Regional t oinmi|tee i*- to deal with- rhe dispute- in the first place and 
f they lail to settle u. ; 1; is ;o be referred to a Central Native Labour Board. 

which .in turn m;.v refer it; to the Minister of Labour with sundry rccommenda-
\or.>. who ;n turn mav .ask the Wage Board to intervene. Finally, the Minister 

may make an "order"' (note the term., so revealing of the dictator outlook) 
which then has the force of law. 

Nowhere in this imposing array of boards, committees and bureaucrats is there 
anv provision whatsoever . for the' voice of the affected workers to be heard. 
There is no form of representations, either oral or in writing and..the Wage 
Hoard, which in terms' o'f the present Wage Act is compelled to give all interested 
parties an opportunity t-o .make representations to it, will now only be obliged to 
'consult M:,V persons,or .bodies as in its opinion ought to be consulted." 

Obviously/ such nuichinery can nemr cfFswivelv settle labour disputes. XA11 
t will do is to impose arbitrary decisions ^n unwilling workers. 

The Bill is designed to remove all African workers from the effects of other 
industrial legislation. Thev are to be completely excluded from the Industrial 
Conciliation Act. including African women who, the Courts have held , were 
covered hitherto by that .Act. The Bill also Rives the- Minister power to override 
::i his orders the provisions of the Factories Act. 

Generally, orders made bv the Minister in terror of this Biff have far-reaching 
rlfecis. The Minister may-make such crders applicable to employees other than 
Africans, even employees \vho jire ""already covered bv agreements negotiated by 
duly registered trade union* aniTemployers' organisations. In fact. ALL" collective 
bargaining .agreements will have to be submitted for approval to the Central 
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Native Labour Board and if the Hoard docs not approve of them the Mini n may 
he asked by it to issue an "Order" emplovinK the wishes of the Hoard U cWcr* 
riding the conclusions of tin- nc&xiniiui! parties! 

Savage Sanctions. 

Strikes are prohibited under threat of the most savage sanctions. Ihus the 
penalty lor a worker striking for n possible increase in wages of .2/0 per week 
will he open on conviction to a penally ol £5C0, imprisonment ot three years, or 
both such penalty and imprisonment. And the draughtsmen ol this atrocious 
law have made quite sure thai there will he a LOIIVKIIOII in each case, for the 
onus is on the accused worker to prove that he has .not taken part in a strike. 
AH theiprosecunon has to <\o is ro allege that he has taken part in a strike. 

Moreover the definition.of a strike is wide enough to .over any stoppage ol 
work, includim? sympathy strikes or protest actions ngairiM political repression. 

What Should Be Done. 

The entire ;trade union movement should unanimouslv oppose this Dill, for 
ii is a threat to all workers, qnd to their established rights. 

Experience has shown, howeier, ilvu the methods ol opposition hitherto 
adopted against the ami-labour leurslatiou ol the (Government lias hail little clFeot, 
because i| has usually taken the form of memoranda, written letters or deputations, 
which have been listened to politely but have JUM as politelv been ignored. 

....New methods of-protest and opposition must b« devised by the trade unions.. 
The most important thing o( all. is to bring- the-danger of this legislation ~to the 
attention of the workers, Trot only at isolated branch meetings, but at the 
factories where the workers are assembled in numbers and where-they can 
initiate their ow/.l methods of protest. 

Resolutions signed by hundreds of workers at factory, meetings should be sent 
to ithe Minister demanding the withdrawal of the Bill and insisting on the restora
tion of the workers' right of association and of free collective bargaining. Group* 
of workers should lobby rheir members of Parliament. Letter* of protest should 
be written to the Press. Every device should he utilised to expose the anti-
labour character of this Bill and to rouse every worker attains* it. Mass public 
opposition can vet win the freedom of collective bargaining -for all workers. 

Book Review. 

PETER ABRAHAMS DISAPPOINTS 

MR. ABRAHAMS is a Coloured 
writer who left South Africa 

some years ago and has lived in 
England since. During last year he 
decided to visit South Africa again, 
and this book is an account of his 

visit. 
The book 

dramatically; 
that Mr. Abrahams regarded his trip 
as an adventure from which he might 
101 return alive. This will no doubt 

starts somewhat melo-
onc gets the impression 
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boost sales in England, but it does 
nor impress those who have to live 
every day with the perils that Mr. 
Abrahams so boldly went forth to 
encounter. 

Mr. Abrahams is interesting when 
lie ^discusses the effect* of racial 
oppression on the non-European 
peoples and the readjustment* which 
wore required of him in, rooming from 
South Africa to [inidand and back 

again. I'nfortunatelv he c»n%otJsustain 
these topics very long poY Investigate 
them very deeply, a.nd lu^u*.* later^ 
.haptcrs his hook degeficfare.s into rhe 
i\picul visiting journaliMV poi-hoiler. 
He trots out the statistiasAtrorri "Black 
Man's Burden' which haw become 

the basic equipment of visiting jour-
nalists. He informs us (sometimes 
inaccurately) of a few common
places ot South African history. He 
reproduces the "African Drum" re
port on Bethal. There is nothing 
which is new to. anyone who is 
reasonably well acquainted with South-
African affairs . 

NX'e have had, over the last lew 
years, rather too many hastily written 
books which attempt to summarise 
South Africa in 200 pages. Basil 
Davidson did it about as well as it 

can be done, and it might be advis
able for those who cannot , improve 
on his book to maintain n discreet 
silence. 

- A . P. O'DOWD 
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