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THE KOTAN'E ARTICLE 

In one of the many recent police raids-~i*n private homes and 
offices, an article written b$ Mr. Moses Kotime for this issue of 
"Liberation" (as mentioned last month) was seired by the police. 

The article, written- in long-hand- was waiting to be typed, 
and no copy was therefore available. 

Representations have been made for the return of this and other 
material, .and we hope it will still be possible to publish this article 
within a reasonable period. 

OLIVE SCHREINER — AN ANNIVERSARY 

Next year is the hundredth anniversary of the birth of the great 
South African* writer, thinker and humanist, Olive Schreiner, who 
w.as horn in March,, 1955. So many things that Olive Schreiner 
wrote still provide searching commentary on South .African affairs. 
Read an interesting article about Olive Schreiner in the next issue 
of "Liberation." 

THE TRADES AND LABOUR COUNCIL 

After thirty years, the Trades and Labour Council has commit' 
fed suicide, in the cause of 'unity.'fe our next issue,, a leading trade 
unionist analyses the real significance of this move, and the forma
tion of the new Trade UnionCounciL 

AND OTHER ARTICLES BY WELL-KNOWN PERSONALITIES. 



THE POLICE AND THE STATE 
-Relating the rirauutaiKVH of vwnt* »" i'»' s""',:'-v :i" , ! ,.,l° J11*™* 
application us they rib-dcil him, Major Ninwk-r (brad »l 4ht-
l'olur &«HaI 'Bnuirh) HHMI ihnl hi- ha.l b.vii *i ovumilq- l.y 
ihc honourable judges slutcmont. "J)o you know thai I his is not a 
poluv State yet?"' that he nwnhnl I" *0" «« "" ," ;" f , l a l s,:l"('-

—KIJHHI in "7«i >/«•. AnjtfM ;5. 1951. 

IN a certain, limited sense, Judge BInckw.il w;i* correct: it is not a 
police state, yet. We can well understand Major Spengjor's 

dumbfounded amazement, for the distinction i- fine, and is becom
ing finer every day. Nonetheless private person- Jo still have some 
right* arid safeguards in relation to the police. 

If a person 15"accused of theft, or murder. • r hnlyrv, or illicit, 
dealing, or any similar offence, he ha> rhe rich- to a Mir and pub
lic trial before being punished. Tlfcpolice r.wv no: keep him un
der .arrest for more than two days without hrmgmg him before n 
magistrate and stating exactly whstr he i- siipp -ed r -have done that 
is unlawful. At his t r ia l 'he htis* the right ro uue*s:o!> the police 
witnesses, to answer his accusers nnA to ,;»il u i n v - n - ol hi> i*wn 
ro testify to his innocence. The court. preceding* nui-t follow 
strict rule's, and the-accused, person has the right :»J employ a law
yer to state his.c^se and to see'rhar the rule- are observed. The 
accused is not obligdd ro jziVe evidence ar all. IT he think*- hc'hfls 
not been given -just treatment in his trial, he mav appvaf against 
the judgmejit-to * higher court, and again, up :o the highest court in 
the land. 

Again, there are many rules which are designed u^ protect the 
private citizen against arbitrary interference or arret by the police. 
A man's home of other private premises are supposeJ to be inviol
able, and the police may not enter such premises, ordinarily, without 
a warrant. A policeman may not arrest a private individual without 
good grounds, and he may not assault him .at all: As we saw in 
the recent case of Mr. Kirchner again>t Sergeant Arlow aixf Mr. 
Swart, substantial damages may be claimed and awarded against the 
police where these rules are broken. 

Imperfect Justice 

It is, of course, notorious that these citizenship rights are con
stantly and habitually violated in our country. Africans know only 
E i « ? u S e r ^ c a n f A r l o w type of bully. They know too well the 
S £ ? S b a ; g l i * a t t h e d o o V h a t , h e r a l d s t h e a r r i v a l <* warrantless 
S d S Lult rsC in S ^ T W ' b r e w / ? r rent-receipts; the lawless 
S * s S ; E A picuk'up T > airaitin8 M>in p*«after < * * -
viction. Day after day thousands and thousands of people, charged 
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with pass and other trivial offences go through a travesty of court p r o 
ceedings, a sausage-machine to fill the farm jails. Day after day judg
ments are given which reflect vicious colour prejudice on the part of 
the European magistrates. There will never he real justice or fair
ness in South Africa until all our people have won the right to be 
voters and legislators, participants in making and administering the 
laws, magistrates, judges and jurymen. 

Until then, we fear, we shall hear again and again in our courts 
of law of degrading and horrible perversions of justice: like that of 
the white farmer and his son. John and Matthys Snyman, who flogged 
an African convict Mpikwa with a hosepipe, beat him again and again 
until he fell down, beat him again on the ground until he was dead, 
went on viciously flogging the bod^ of the dead man after he was-past 
all punishment. And were found, by an all-white jury, nor guilty of 
murder or even assault with the intent to do grievous bodily harm, 
hut only of common assault — for which the father was sentenced 
to 18 months and his son to six nwwhs in jail. 

Yet, despite all these glaring imperfections iuvone in South 
Africa hitherto seriously challenged, the basic conception that the 
citizen should be entitled to the rule of law. That nope should be 
punished without being tried on a specific charge, before an inde
pendent tribunal in open Court, with the rights WWfcgal defence 
and appeal: these and other root-concepts, each af them landmarks 
in the k>ng, unfinished struggle of mankiad against tyranny, may 
have been -disregarded and dishonoured, but they were not publkjly 
repudiated. 

Moreover, notwithstanding the inevitable weaknesses and preju
dices arising from* their own background, the senior Judges of South 
Africa have on many occasions shown themselves to be as fair and 
impartial as men whose work it is to apply unfair laws can possibly 
be. In a host of judgments ranging from the High Court of Parlia
ment case to the Ngwevela verdict, they have earned a reputa
tion for courage and integrity which is one of the few redeeming 
features of South African society. 

The Minister of the Police 

But the Rule of Law, resting on the precarious foundation of 
of Non-European servitude and oppression, has never stood very 
securely in South Africa. Smuts openly flouted it when he chose —i 
usually when the gold-mining interests thought themselves threaten
ed. Advocate Pirow struck it a crippling blow when he jockeyed 
through the Riotious Assemblies Act, conferring dictatorial powers 
upon himself as Minister of Justice. 

It was, however, left to a later incumbent in that high-sound
ing office, another "officer of the Supreme Court" to carry forward 
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o-nine tails. 

Mr. Swart has repcateJIy nude it perfectly clear that he has no 
respect at al! tor the lettl traJition> of the bench and the bar. 
He is hot a Mirti>rer o? Justice -it all. He i- a MiiiMcr of the Po
lice- Whenever the judiciary frustrates him and hi> policemen K 

new ia\\ :o mcxaitec cue iucui"i"- »v ,i;"* *-i*,» •«•*•«*• • •• mi% 
treasured safeguards that protect the common man from arhitrarv 
de>por:>m. are $o many "loopholo" thru have to he Mopped up. 
What, in Swart's view, i> a "loophole" in the Suppression of Com-
:r,ur.i<:r. Act? A oseans whete a man condemned hv the Minister 
has a chance of eertinft a hearina in .• v .::*• y* law. From the police
man's viewpoint*, no doubt, law COUP, v.itn u\] t-teir cumber>onv 
procedures and demands lor strict c\:deiu^ »nJ ilfjr terrifyinc pos
sibilities of a nierciless crois-exair.ian:: *n hv >o?iv o«;rei>h barrister 
with piercing eye>-and-heetlint! bn*u\s anr norhiivj hut an unmitiuated 
nuisance-. \\"e be'Heve we mtfy Him up M;n>?.- SwartV mcntaliity by 
saying that -he**har*«- the police ..-viewpoint ro the full-

» . 

Nowhere i> this -viewpoint better-il I UMTJI ted Uve* shall sav-no
thing af thfe stage about the incredible Public Safety Act) than IP 
the term? jtni- operation' of SwartV rvt cr«.:.ition.— the Suppression .•' 
Communism Act. 

The Suppression Act 

Le.t us briefly turn our minds hack to the circum.«tnncc> in whicli 
the Act was introduced. [. has never Ken denied that the Minis
ters chief adviser in framiiiK this abominable law \va- a policeman— 
rhe British spy, Sillitoe. In order to hoNter the cu* for the infix*-
duction oi so limitless a tyranny, Swan had ro present a picture 01 
a country on the verse of riot and insurrection. Where did he fe
rns fanciful. material about well-poisoners and power-station tf h -
teurs. from the police — lertinir themselves reallv t»o, once their 
evidence had to be submitted to the K'ttitinv not of a trained iudV 
but of the gullible Mr. Swart, only too easier to believe it. 

The Act clothed the Minister with dictatorial powers unheard 
" T n r , i C e t i m e p a,ny COUnt ry c l a i m i n « t o ** democratic. He told 
S n n t ' V e P " l<ament r yes. even our all-white legislature was a 

nis powers. How reasonable has he been? 



"Wo have no space in this article to relate the harrowing story 
of the scores of trade unionists, Congressmen, peace workers, de-
mocrats, who have been forced by the Minister's ukase to leave the 
organisation which they have devoted a lifetime to building, to leave 
their occupation and livelihood and, often in their middle years, 
to start life afresh. By now, South Africa ,and the world know of 
President Luthuli, virtually a prisoner on his farm, of Walter Sisulu 
charged with drinking tea with his fellow men, of Lengisi and 
Gwentshe banished from their homes and their families in East 
London to a remote Siberia in the Transvaal platteland. Not one of 
these charged with any offence before any Court; none was told what 
he was accused of or given ,nny chance to reply. T h e Minister has ex
pelled three elected members froom Parliament. He has closed down 
one newspaper — The Gitartjian — and seems well on his way to 
banning another — Advance. Hardly a week goes by without 
reports of more bannings, more police raids on the homes and offices 
of private persons suspected of "dangerous thoughts," more threats 
of treason arid sedition trials- ,ar*l hints of gigantic conspiracies from 
the Minister and his l imelight ' loving police chief, Brigadier 
Rndemeyer. 

How docs the Minister select his victims tor banning? The pub
lic might be foruiven for thinking that he sat down with a pin, 
closed his eyes, and jabbed it into his blacklist "Communists" 
Congresmen and trade unionists, as some rteople are *aid to pick 
their fancy for the races, for Mr. Swart disdains- W* fyv* .-reasons for 
his actions.. Wha t really happens was revealed a year ago by the 
same Brigadier Rndemeyer in an interview with the Rand Daily 
Mail. The Minister, he said, only banned people after "careful in-
vestigations" by the police. 

''A person is only hanneil.*' hf* ansounrcil. "if ho is ;i person with 
iufliMiirr .mil IMIUII! use \u> influence detrimentally.*1 

—Rami Daily Mail. September 23, 1953. 

Wha t a nice Minister is this Mister Swart. He doesn't bother a 
cop, like a judge does, with all sorts of demands for evidence 
and proof. You just give him the paper .and he signs. And there's 
no appeal and no questions asked. 

Mr. 'Swart has far from exhausted the possibilities of vindic
tive action under his favourite law: law that is not much good in 
the Courts —for no-one has yet been prosecuted successfully under 
ir for actually propagating Communism — but very good for enabling 
the Minister to harry and intimidate his opponents outside the 
Courts. He has appointed a Mr. Terblanche as an "authorised 
officer." We may be forgiven for not knowing very much about this 
Mr. Terblanche, who hardly seems ,as yet to have made, a very deep 
mark in South African history. Nor is it very clear what thi^.par
ticular officer is authorised to do. But it seems to be a great deal. 
One morning, at 8 a.m. sharp, members of the political staff of the 
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O L D . armed with his authority, descended simultaneously on the 
offices'of Advance and the homes of its staff members and others in 
Cape Town, lohanneshurg and Durban. A few weeks later the signa
ture of the same TerW&nche appears on document* authorising 
raids to investigate the Society for Peace and Friendship with the 
Soviet Union. Mr. Terblanche is also sendinu police to raid and 
investigate members of the Women's Federation. We do not know 
what else he is supposed to be investigating or whom he will des
cend on next: hut u * do know that «uch procedures are utterly fan
tastic and inr.'leraNc. 

The Pretorian Guards 

Where i> ir all aoinu to end? 

Tsarist Russia, 'Hitler's Germain, Mu>volinf> Inly . . . history 
abound? in examp!e> of police stales; . how they worked and how 
they ended. Bui rher i* another example we >hou!d like, at this 
rime, to recall. 

In the later' Jays of the apcicnt Roman Empire, an armed 
body of palace guards,... known, interestinuly cnou&hi a> the Pfeto-
rian Guftrd?, came w dominate, the life of the State. They talkie 
arw! unmade — itiuallv bv assassination — the emperors. 'They, sold 
the imperial office*.** fhe highest bidder. They terrorised.the popu-
!sce^ .and every «mnn was p-fraid to speak out his mind lesf he should 
fall into then bad books. 

What brought rhern into power was in the first place the apathy 
and passivity of the citizens. It took a mighty explosion, involving 
the destruction flf the empire itself, ro dislodge them. 

South Africa is not quite a police state—yet.- But it is cominu 
nearer and nearer to it every day. If we wish to save ourselves the 
unhappy fate of Rome at the mercy of the lawless and all-powerful 
palace guards, we must gird ourselves and organise ourselves now 
to struggle against the imposition of a police dictatorship'here. 

Let us never learn to become accustomed to these acts of 
tyranny and to tolerate them. Let us cry out and resist each new 
imposition, each departure from the rule of law. Let us so work 

t°k i f T i hatXe,r t h a t ! t w i I 1 b«^me the shield of. our 
liberties, like Magna Charter in Britain years ago, and open up the 
road to a true democracy in our country, basing our liberties not on 
shatdows but on the broad and effective expression of the will of the 
people. 



SONGS OF LIBERATION 

By SCIPIO AFRICANUS 

•TEW things reveal the depth and breadth of the ideological change^ 
that are taking place in the African more than a study of his 

songs. And in this article I am actuated by the urge ro reveal 
these changes so that the** who are interested in studying the 
African's development might understand that his restiveness . and 
intolerance with the status quo is an outward manifestation of 
urges that are far too deep-seated to be suppressed by legislation or 
by the mere stroke of the pen; that his impatience with his sub
ordination is woven into the warp an«l woof of his very being. An 
appreciation of the attitude thus revealed gives the lie to the popu
lar feeling that the African is not aware of his condition- and is 
therefore the victim of misleading and self-seeking demagogues. 

As in the past when music was- part of the life of the primi
tive man, like eating, drinking making love and m a t e * war, music 
today still expresses the African's likes and hatea as weH -as his 
attitude to life generally. Admittedly toe no longer sings (5f the hunt 
and the battle like his ancestors; foi to him these things aire no 
more; they belong to the past. On the contrary, he sings of the fac
tories, of conditions in the factories. He sings of the trains that 
take him away from home and children at dawn and return him 
after dusk. He sijigs of the pass laws, the pick-up vans and the 
eternal police raids on his home and sanctuary. 

Listen to the chant of a gang of railway workers any morning 
as they heave a section of rail: 

"Where is Lizzie, we drink at Lfew';< ice drink df Lizzie's 
The Dutchman's beard, the Dutchman's heard, the Dutchman' 
White men goddam, white man goddam, goddam, goddam, 
Where is.Lizzie, we drink at Lizzie's, u»e drink at Lizzie's." 

Watching this little drama that is enacted daily at a 
thousand and one places wherever there is a group of Africa's dusky 
sons doing heavy manual work, the uninitiated spectator feels, 
"Hm—, here are people who are able to treat their troubles lightly 
and sing them away." How often does one hear this opinion ex
pressed? Even the white foreman, is deceived, little understanding 
that at that moment he is personally being made the embodiment 
and symbol of all that is vicious anil evil in the white man. His 
beard — whether he has one or not is immaterial — is the object 
of ridicule, and as a white man he must be "Goddammed." 
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The emotional AiiiiRk hereby displayed stands out in marked 
contrast to the fatalism ami defeatism of, say, forty years ago when 
it was not uncommon 10 hear a choir ol Africans sing.with -gusto 
and nonchalanK "IVom North and SHINI, Bast and We^t, white 
and Hack, rich iml | \vr , wo arc under ihe British kingdom for 
ever more.'1 While u is nol w v to pinpoint I he date or year in 
which the divorce •*' lhe new aliunde from the old took place, it 
i* nevertheless p»*>iNe to siaie that H was somewhere ahout the 
early twentu- • f 'he present or ihero;iK»fll, l"r n was at this 
ptri.KJ thai we !v;»r Maiomlvi *m« — this wih his i*wn wording 
r.« a familiar Entfli*!: vn«: irrziiwl-ued from Xhosa): 

-

-T/;e U'SIK reunite >»•'»: •"•ced i* fvtiec; 
IT: hi< fund he nV-d .: •;:•:*'. 

• 

And under hi* .-nn He Hid .. : : \c . • 
\ \"hi&. u c . :cMJVW *^ur„; .;•;.; :»;.' riblc. 

In his hear: rhvre imied ciuie. 
We accepted (be hiHe unJ his hand, 
TWav ue are creature* uirhnuc /<md." 

This.expression of-revulsion nt the oppressor's yoke was. how 
ever, not isclated^it was net a manifestation of Majornboii's "warj 
ed 50ul" — lest the reader should think M*—ir was an expression 
a general awakening and of an .awareness on the part of the Afr; 
cans as a whole although it was still possible ar this time ro hear 
some choir sine "God bless- the Prince of Wales." Even today :r 
the year 1954 A.D. we still hear Hamilton Misi:a singi 

"Behold! Behold*. Behold1. :hmt Mock races, 
Hearken', for we brin% you tiding (food, 
That trill put you in happie, t movd, 
Look.' ihe Quden of Britain good, 
Has ikited her subjecrs the black races." 

Among the many composers at this time who expressed the 
feeling and attitude of the day, was Reulvn Calura who for almo>i 
three decade* dominated the African musicians .and carved for hinv 
self a place of honour from which he is not likely to be overthrow!, 
easily. I make bold to say that, in the whole sub-continent of South 
Africa, no man sensed the feelings of the people more and no man 
interpreted them more aptly. Calura was first and foremost a 
friend- of the proletariat. In fact, he was one of them. He was their 
rner.u ^ J U M he was their spokesman through his songs. He was 
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one of them because he felt with them and wept with them. Can 
anything demonstrate this more aptly than the following: 

"There is a great calamity, my fellowmen, 
It has befallan all the black men; 
From work the whites dismiss us, 
In our place they employ their brothers. 
For maify veats wc served them, 
We were so true and trusted. 
Yet, and %-(* the white men, 
They chase us from employment; 
They've chafed tftcm at Tekwini (Durban), 
They've chased them in the Goldfields; 
And now they wiH #ryesr us, 
What shall we do, pray tell us." 

Throughout all Caluza's music, one is able to discern this in
variable .attitude of self-identification with the masses. At one 
time he is following the pick-up van as it tfffi-ers in the townships 
stopping all and sundry and asking HWattr*6 jou pas, jong?" At the 
.next moment his receptive mind is centemplanng the misery which 
wfis caused by the notorious Land Act of 1913. An adept at taking 
in situations and weaving them into the matrix of his music, Caluza 
had a very high sense of humour. He was able to take the most 
serious situation and make it look ridiculous. In the "Pick-up Van," 
he makes .even the policeman loathe himself. 

I have given pride of place to Caluza, and not without justifi
cation, for he marked the beginning of an epoch, and up to the 
present, he stands peerless among the composers of the country as a 
man of the people. But the era he ushered in has not come to an 
end. On the contrary, after an interregnum which lasted for a few 
years, perhaps because the struggle for the overthrow of the oppressor 
was experiencing a setback which was reflected in barrenness of 
music of the people, a revival has begun. It is too early at pre
sent to attempt ,an appraisal^ of the contribution which the present 
phase of the struggle is likely to make, but it is clear that since the 
present phase of the struggle started, the initiative has been wrested 
from the intellectuals and the song of the people is welling up 
spontaneously from many sources aand bubbling up in a manner un
known before. The people are expressing their emotion in. song 
more than ever, as a visit to any Congress meeting will show. The 
new folk song is expressing their aspiration and their revolu
tion aganst domination by the oppressor. 
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Why the Nationalists say there is 

NO PUCE FOR MISSION SCHOOLS 
By Father TREVOR HUDDLESTON, CR. 

ONE of the way* in which the Government attempts to influence 
African opinion L< the familiar one of appealing to high-sounding 

principles to mask very shameful and degrading actions. So in the 
implementation of the Bantu Education Act- the approach is: "You 
have always been dissatisfied with Mission School*. So have we. Hero. 
is your opportunity of making the divorce between Church and State, 
in education. Here is your chance of controlling your own destiny. 
Here is the place for intelligent Africans — the Bantu Authority." 

At least this is the ki'iyi of argument that Mr. Prinsloo and other 
spokesmen for the Native Affairs Department use from time to time. 
It is not without is appeal .value. 

"Titshala" in his very interesting and' provocative article in the 
eighth number of Liberation deals with the hasic principles of the 
Bantu Educatiotr'Act'very fairly. 

I.would.'like-w suggest,- however, that there are certain aspect? 
of the matter whitfc need further attention. And I woujet like,-as-a 
*missionaty' to rhetierige certain assumptions: in the article with which 
I disagree — though with, the general theme of- it I have no quarrel 
at all. 

"TishalaV article in our last issue, Farewell 
to Mission School-, has stimulated much com
ment and controversy. The Editor invited that 
well-known champion of African rights, Father 
Huddleston, to express his views.on the issues 
raised. This is what he wrote. 

It seems to me that, basically, the Bantu Education Act has no
thing to do with the old and time-worn question of Church versn> 
otate. This is just one of those things' being used by the Govern
ment to cloud the real issue. 

k « ST' V e ' w o e r d i n h i s notorious policy-statement to the Senate 
nas given the true reason for his determination to destroy Mission 
Schools when he says:. "They" (Mission Schools and their Supernv 
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tendents) "were unsympathetic to the country's policy." And again: 
"The curriculum and education practise, by ignoring the segrega
tion or 'apartheid* policy, was unable to prepare for service within 
the. Bantu community." 

And again: " . . . Education has served to create a class of 
educated and semi-educated persons . . . . this is the class which 
has learnt to believe that it is .above it own people and feels that its 
spiritual, economic and political home is among the civilised com
munity of South Africa, i.e. the Europeans . . ." 

In other words, Mission Schools must be destroyed not because 
in the Government's apfcrion secular education is better (the Govern
ment has explicitly denied this) but because no schools which 
oppose 'apartheid' in theory o> practice can he suffered to exist. 
These are the schools which have dared to proclaim .that it is a 
Christian principle for all men to have full and free opportunity to 
use their God-given stills and talent*; 

These are the schools' which have assumed as a sound educa
tional principle the right of every individual to his full share in the 
cultural heritage of mankind. These are the schools which on the 
whole, and however inadequately, have tried to equip the African 
mentally, physically and spiritually to hold his * • » with the mem
bers of the master-race. 

What possible place have they in ^ country whose Government 
openly declares: "There is no placo-for the African in the European 
community .above the level of certain forms of labour?" 

No. It is not the issue of "church-school versus State-school" 
with which we should be concerned, and indeed it is foolish to 
allow that matter to cloud our minds. The real, fundamental prin
ciples at stake are absolutely simple. Is education to be education 
or is it to be Bantu Eduction? In so far as the Mission Schools have 
stood for the former they are regarded as the natural enemy and 
for this reason alone they must be destroyed. "Titshala" is absolutely 
right in his diagnosis of the situation and it is much to be hoped 
that the African people will recognise the truth of what he has said 
before it is too late. 

Nevertheless I would be a poor sort of Christian if I were to let 
go unchallenged that assumption so easily made (and so truly inde
fensible) that the missionary is more interested in forcing 'conversion 
upon innocent children than in educating them. That this may have 
been true in the past —the remote past — is open to argument. But, 
after all, it was the missionary who took the initiative in education 
everywhere and he had a right to call the tune, for even if he did 
not pay the piper, he himself was also without pay! 
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What I'm getting at is this: Every educationist, unless he is a 
jelly-fish, has some faith behind him. He could not possibly edi> 
cate unless he was convinced of some standards, some immutables, 
some ideals. He might be an atheist or a dialectical materialist or ,a 
Quaker or an Anglican — his teaching would inevitably be affected 
by his position. But it would not make him a bad teacher. There is 
no evidence anywhere that "the devout evangelist and the con
scientious schoolmaster" are "always at war within him." There is 
plenty of evidence to the contrary: plenty of evidence to show 
that nearly every revolutionary step forward in Western Euro-
pean education systems was in fact taken by the Church. It is not 
a bad thing to remember that the premier L'nivcrsities of Europe to 
this day stand on a Christian, foundation — and it is, paradoxically, 
for that very reason that men like Bertrand Russell are able to teach 
in them. 

However, such matters need a whole article to themselves. As a 
missionary suptnntendent- 1 am well content to be criticised so 
fairly and straightforwardly by "Titshala." 

He concludes his article "we little thought-the dav would come 
when we should mourn the passing of the mission schools. The 
day is here." He might have added "And. so is the night." 

The Meaning of 

BANTU EDUCATION 

By DUMA NOKWE 

D A N T U education is the 'education' designed for the 'Bantu' by 
the Nationalist Government; it is a development of 'Native 

Education/ the education which was designed .for the 'Native' of 
South Africa. 

Like 'Native Education/ 'Bantu education' is a qualified educa
tion which is a product of the political and economic structure of the 
country. Like its predecessors too, 'Bantu education' was not intro
duced as a means of raising the cultural leveh of the Africans, nor 
of developing the abilities of the African child to the full, but as 
one of the devices which aim at solving the cheap labour problems 
of the countfy. The development of education amongst -the Africans 
and the policy of Governments have been closely connected with the 
labour Droblems of the country. 
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Dr. Verwoerd's statement that " (Native) education in each of the 
four provinces, therefore, took into account neither the comnramty-
interests of the Bantu, nor the general policy of the country," is 
incorrect in so far as it refers to the general policy of the country. 
It %is, of course, correct that 'Native Education1 did not take into 
account the interests of the Africans, it was never intended to ful
fil that task. The Director of Education of the Transvaal made it 
very clear that "teach the Native to work" was the "true principle 
hy which the education of the Native is to fee regulated and con
trolled" and that a plan for "Native education" must "contemplate 
the ultimate social place of the native as an efficient worker" The 
report continues to Ngtetibe .a scheme through which the aims of 
Native education could be realised, and the scheme which had to be 
for the continuation of MANUAL TRAINING with ELEMENTARY 
INSTRUCTION, and in tho second place for the shaping of 
the elementary instruction to equip the Native for more intelligent com
prehension of any industrial work before him." The scheme was 
implemented; and it determined the salient features of Native 
education, which were:— 

1) The complete application of segregation in the purpose, 
administration and organ sation of dducation. 

2) The vesting of control" of education Of the Africans in 
hands which were not responsible- to the Africans, despite 
the fact that Africans were made to pay for their educa
tion. 

3) The careful regulation of the number of children who had 
access to education to keep it as low as possible, so as not 
to upset the reservoir of cheap, unskilled labour, Among 
of the 'controls' used were the denial of free, compulsory 
education to Africans and the insistence that parents who 
wanted their children "educated" should pay for them, and 
the inadequate and poor schooling provided for Africans. 

4) The careful regulation of the curriculum of African schools 
so that African education remained basically elementary 
with an emphasis on MANUAL labour. This is illustrated 
by the following ^tftrac* from the report of the Native 
Education Commission, of 1930-1932 (P. 75) ' T h e students 
were taught gardening other manual work, every student 
at Lovedale had to work two hours in the garden or on 
the road, this excellent practice continues to this day." 

5) The denial of technical education to Africans, and the 
restriction of their trairing to teaching, nursing. *nd inter
preters and priests. 

ihis scheme of 'education consistent with the general policy of 
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The government attempted to check the flow to towns by imposing 
restrictions on the movements of Africans, in the form of permits 
under the Native Urban Areas Act of 1935. But as industry deve"-
loped, the contradictions sharpened proportionately. 

Successive governments of the country have tried various devices 
to resolve the contradiction between country and town. The Amend
ment to the Urban Areas Act was calculated to tighten restrictions on 
the entry of Africans into towns; elaborate influx control depart-
ments were established, the police force was increased, .and pass 
raids were intensified; and arrested Africans found themselves work
ing on the farms. Farmers were allowed to buikl farm goals and 
secure their cheap Labour behind bars. The Nationalist Government, 
which represents the interests of the capitalist farmers and the 

-mine magnates, has intensified the efforts to drive Africans from the 
towns to the country in a more ruthless manner. 'BANTU EDU
CATION' is one of these numerous efforts of the Nationalists, 
aimed at resolving, the conflict between the farms and mines on the 
one hand, and industry and commerce on the other, by compelling 
the African to accept the miserable oppressive conditions of work on 
th<* farms and mines. 

'Native education' was the education' imposed upon the African 
during the period'of the development of capitalism in the towns; 
the period when there was a. shortage of cheap labour in towns, and 
consequently a gre** demand for it. 'Bantu education' is imposed on 
;he Africans in the period of the development of capitalism in the 
country .a period of intensified exploitation by farmers and the 
shortage .of chaap labour on farms and mines. 

Through it, the Nationalists are attempting to harness the Afri
can to the most ruthless exploitation and oppression. 

BENEFICIAL — T O WHOM? 

Dr. Verwoerd's exposition of Bantu education contains the out
worn fallacy'that it is intended to benefit the African. In his 
pamphW-on Bantu Education, he says:— 

"The Bantu pupil must obtain knowledge, skills and attitudes in the 
school which will be useful and advantageous to him, - at the 
same time beneficial to his community. The subject matter must 
be presented to" him in such a way that he can understand and 
master it, easily making it his own* to the benefit and services 
of his community." 

In the very next paragraph, however, Dr/Verwoerd proceeds 
to expose this fallacy by stating that: 

"A school must equip him to meet the demands which the 
economic life of South Africa impose upon him." He admits that 
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t u c country maintained the difference in standards between Euro
pean and African to perpetuate the illusion of white supremacy 
and black inferiority, the fallacy upon whch the exploiters rely to 
justify their ruthless- exploitation of the people. Native education 
lulfilled the function of supplying the growing commercial enter
prises and mines with 'efficient* workers without disturbing the 
cheap labour reservoir. 

Native education was the educational' scheme for Africans 
during the period of i+ie shortatze of labour in the mines and the 
growing commercial enterprises of the country; rogether with other 
measures like the Land Act of 1913 and the Taxation laws, it main
tained a steady flow ^ faap labour from the country to the 
(owns. 

Before World War I, whan South Africa had mainly .an 
•igricultunl-minerol economy, most of the energies of the govern
ment were spent in. squeezing Mricnns out of the Reserves and driv
ing them to the towns. With the development of industry in the 
towns after the first World War, the process which the Govern
ments had be»un assumed inconvenient proportions as the flow from 
country :o town increased. 

This created two 'problem*' for the economy of the country:— 

a. The participation of the African ia industry aftd his low 
Waue constituted a threat' to -the privileged position ofThfi European 
worker, ac<ord.inu to the Report of the Economic Commission 
(P. 16): 

'industry in the t nion in areas where the Native predominates 
used to be based almost entirely on European supervision and 
skilled work, .and Native manual labour. This was rhe natural divi
sion of labour in the earlier period of the contact between races 
.... when however, the land began to fill up and the struggle for a 
share in the material goods became keener, this division of labour be
gan to change. On the one hand, there arose a small butt increasing 
number of natives who aspired to the more lucrative occupations of 
the Europeans." 

To remedy this position, and to restore the 'natural division of 
labour1 which protected the European, Colour Bar laws were passed 
which denied'Africans access to skilled labour, the 'natural' pre
serve of the European. 

b. Africans were naturally attracted by the more favourable 
conditions of work offered by the growing industries, as opposed to 
the feudal conditions on the farms and the exploitation of the 
mines. This Created a condition of surplus cheap labour In ttre towns 
and a 'shortage' of labour in the country and on the mines, thus 
sharpening the contradiction between the town and the country. 
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"the economic structure of our country of course results in large num
bers of natives having to earn their living in the service of Euro* 
peans." 

These lasf two quotations represent a more honest declaration 
of the purpose of Native education. Dr. VerwoerdV exposition of 
'Bantu Education' is full of glaring contradictions, but in characteris-
tic Nationalist style he staggers blindly over the contradictions and 
imposes upon the majority of the people of South Africa a com
plete racialist and fascist system of 'education.1 It is a negation of 
every single principle of education, which has been accepted by de
mocratic people of the world. 

The content ,oi 'Bantu education' is a uroe* lowering of th, 
already low education facilities of the African*. Dr. Verwoer 
shamelessly set$ Standard II as 'fundamental* education, atu 
which pupils will be carefully selected for what is called high. 
primary education. Dr. Verwlvd keeps ;i judicious silence about ih 
fate of those who are not selected for the higher primary ami*. 
The currifialum is Jisf^rted. Fundamental education consist* 
reading, writing and .arithmetic, Afrikaans and "EniHish. retime 
.education and sinuinu. History and ue^raphy Ivive heen excluJ. 
The intention is.oKion>v the African child who i< Krinu prepah 
as an instrument of cheap labour in a Mviety which relies on fsili 
cies must-not -know either the Condition- of hi*- country nor the tjru» 
about the world whw.h are apparent -Wen 4H tbc^distorted Soi. 
Afrtcan histort. k^ks, >l«d arc likely to expose the fallacies. 

Dr. Verw*aerd blame* the African child for* the low perceir 
of African children who have access to-education, and not • 
eflWpltfeFy inadequate schooling facilities To iivrea*e tfee pen*. 
age, he proposes, first, to reduce *cho*«l hours ol the sub-stand;: 
to three a day . . . . "it-is wroh« t«* utilise expensive teaching *•-
to supervise large classes of bored pupils while thousands of ch:: 

ren who are entitled to the same measure of primarv education v 
kept out of schocd." 

Secondly, to remove children who keep in suh-standnn.U f ' 
years, "keeping other children out of the mailable >ch*>ob accoinr -
dation and wasting public funds without themselves deriving : 
benefit worth mentioning." 

ThiAily, to dismiss children who fail-to attend school reutih-'• 

Fourthly, to refuse admission to children who cannot all--'• 
school requisites, such as pens and exercise Kn>ks. 

c t_ T , h ? c . P^ i p o s ^ s a I e m a d e u n d e r Ae heading of "Extension of 
does not mention .a word 

about building new schools. On this point, however, he proposes 
later on*— 
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a. "Bantu mothers can, in accordance with local methods, erect 
walls where farmers allow, it, and the Department will provide the 
windows, doors and roofs." 

b. "The present arrangement in Native Areas by which the De* 
partment provides the necessary labour is sound and can continue. 
The urban Bantu community will have to meet its obligations just 
as the rural community has to do." 

The net result of these proposals is a reduction in the educa
tional facilities for Africans. 

The intensification of oppression and exploitation i$ extended to 
the teachers. IflPftttttn teachers who are less e^ensive than men 
will be preferred. Instead of an increase in wages which teachers 
have been clamouring arfd hoping for, Dr. Verwoerd proposes a 
reduction in the present scales, despite the fact that European teach
ers have had increases and cost of living continues to rise. Dr. 

Verwoerd argues' that tfce European- teacher has a higher salary 
because "he ih in the service of the European community and his 
salary must be fixed accordingly-" He ingeniously explains that the 
European teacher in the. service of Africans «ets & European wage 
because he can be regarded as on loan to the African. Dr. Ver
woerd does not explain why he does not apply hi? principles to 
the messengers and the "Irfrge numbers of niiitfir0 who earn their 
living in the service of the Europeans?' 

Dr. Verwoerd says of African renchers that they are entrusted 
with "a role in which they will be in the. service-of -and responsible 
to the Bantu community/1 At the "beginning of his pamphlet, how
ever, he says "the control of the educational system has been 
taken out of the hands of the Provinces .and placed-in the hands, of 
the Department of Native Affairs," and later he says "no new school 
may, however, be established without the prior approval of the 
Department." The only responsibility the African community has 
in Bantu education is that of providing the children and the schools. 

The introduction of * mother-tongue' education as a medium for 
teaching is justifiable on two grounds: first, as an expression of res
pect for a people? and its national culture; secondly as ,a step towards 
the democratisation of education amongst a people. 

The facts about Bantu education and numerous oppressive laws 
of the Nationalists.iridicate .clearly that Dr. Verwoerd has n& res
pect for the Africans and in fact despises them, nor has he any in
tention of democratising education so that it is available to all Afri
cans to develop their abilities to the full, and so that they can con
tribute freely and fully to raising of the material wad. cultural stan
dards of all people of this country. The reasons why Dr. Vet 
woerd introduces mother-tongue instruction is to enable the African 
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child to master his distorted schemes easily, and to fan the spirit of 
tribalism to divide the African people. 

"Bantu education" is a reactionary scheme which very nearly 
destroys education for the African in South Africa. It is reactionary 
because it is designed to satisfy the needs of a reactionary and heart' 
less class of exploiters. Whilst the Nationalists disregard the needs 
and interests of the masses of the people, and subject the people to 
a more rOthless oppression and exploitation in the interests v>f solv
ing the contradictions of their society they do not take into account 
the sharpening conflict they are creating between themselves and 
the people, which will ultimately break their artificial political and 
economic structure. 

DAN TLCOME. writes on 

RENT INCREASES 
A X enthusiastic campaign is being conducted by the Non-Euro-

peans throughout the country in opposition to rent increases re
cently introduced by the Government for African Townships, loca
tions, arid hostels, falling'within the jurisdiction of the local autho
rities. Of Q\\ the outstanding-issues which have "provoked^ intense 
protest and re^efttment* affront the African people, the question o\ 
-increase in rentals stands' out as the most callous and a direct 
assault upon the ever-worsening economic position of the lowest in
come group of the community — the Africans. 

The circular letter circulated to tenants of various Township.-
by the Johannesburg, local authority states: inter alia: 

"In terms of the Government Notice. No. 1516 of the 23rd July, 
'1954, the Minister, of Native Affairs has ruled that as from the 
1st October of this year tenants in the African houses shall pay 
an economic rental if their family income exceeds £15 per month, 
and a sub-economic rental if their family income falls below £15 
per month. The Minister has further ruled that all tenants will 
be regarded as belonging to the economic group .and be re
quired to pay an economic rental unless and uhtil they are able 
to prove to the satisfaction of their- respective Superintendents 
that their income was less than £15 per month on an average 
over the period 1st July, 1953 to 30th June, 1954." ' 

The Chief information officer of the Department of Native 
Affairs, Mr. C. W. Prinsloo, explaining the specified directive issued 
to Urban Local .authorities on this question stated, inter alia, "that 
the Governmen has issued this directive after receiving continued anfcl 
justified representations from local authorities about the excessive 



losses they had to bear on sub-economic housing every year." He 
further stated that the Pretoria City Council and the Native Hous
ing Commission have to subsidise a scheme of 150 houses to the ex
tent of more than £:>0,0C0 a year, and many of the houses for *hich 
the average rent is less than £1.10.a month are occupied by Bantu 
Traders and Clerks with incomes ranging from £25 to £70 a month 
(Daily Mail 27 9 54). 

The impression given in this directive is that only those whose 
earnings are above £15 a month will pay economic rentals. The 
position is that there, are uoing to he increases in rental's for all te
nants irrespective of whether -or not they earn an econonA wage. 
What is an economic wage? Wro* determines the standard? TJte fact 
thnt Mr. IVinsloo quotes people whose earnings range from X25 to 
£70 a month, is an indication that the standard of £15 .as a border 
line wage group is unrealistic, as wilT be revealed by the facts show-
in*.' the present economic p« virion of the people. The increase in 
rentnK will mean -n> nycraui' incren^-of 90f'r' to all-whose earn
ings are above £1S per month, and an average of 3(Kf increase to all 
tenants irrespective of u'hat their cafnings are as looc as they prove 
that their wages are below £1^ per month. In short there is going to 
!v increase in rentrfK H ;il! tenants who live in Municipal X ° w n ' 
-hips, locations and Iv-tel.-. 

Think of the suite in which tenant- find some of the houses 
erected under the «aiK<w»oim: - :?ch*me it is Gammon knowledge, 
that, houses without ceilings imp'ta-steivJ walls •arid uneven floors-
have been offered *TO tenant- during the h>t l-> years. In most cases 
rcnanr- have had to pav not lev than.. £50. .on improvements before 
the house is ready for occupation. Yet these are the same people 
who are vodav called upon to pay increases in rentals. 

CanAot Afford I d . More 

The major question to be considered ,is whether the average 
African labourer, living in Township*" *i*i locations can afford to 
meet the proposed increase in rentals? To answer this question, it 
would be helpful to examine some of the facts brought out by care
ful investigations conducted by some well-known institutions like the 
Smith African Institute of Race Relations, as well as Government 
Commissions of Inquiry* 

According to information available, the minimum expenditures 
in 1944 for an African family of five-living -in municipal townships, 
to cover essentia! requirements which include only food, clean
ing materials, feul, clothing and transport was estimated to be 
£12. 18. 6 per month as compare* with an average minimum income 
of £9. 13. 1 per month, whilst the average minimum expenditure for 
1950 was £17. 14. 4 as against the average mtnimiM ™ ^ * 
£ 1 2 . 6 . 6 . It is estimated that in 19D4 the minimum expenditure 
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would be £23. 10. 4 a month as again* the average minimum in
come of £15. 18- 11 a month. 

It will be noted that during the period covered by the survey 
1944-1954) the difference betweenthe expenditure and the income is 
cash deficit which must be met by the families concerned. The re
sult is that the vast majority of African families have to live from 
crisis to.crisis in their struggle for existence. 

Bearing these facts in mind, coupled with the recent increase in 
rail fares, it is undoubtedly obvious that the overwhelming majority 
of the African urban families can nor pay a penny more without great 
sacrifices of the minimum requirements* for suhsistance, health and 
decency- and disastrous dislocation in family life. 

Take the report of the Non-European Bu- Service Commission 
in 1944 and the investigation arid survev conducted by the South 
African Institute of Race Relations in l°%\ Thcv all come to the 

• 

same conclusion: 

1. That-the vast majority of African urhisi workers arc paid waui-t 
wholly inadequate to -meet the minimum expenditure necessary 
-for healthy existence. 

* 

2 That' even where the husband's ca'rnuigs are supplemented 
by contributions from other- m'ember< of the family, Hi; 
essential minimum expenditure srili jnniv*' K- mer. 

3. That there has been no increase in rjv H-ic \v;mc in the occupa
tions employing the largest numbers «•!" Africin.> at least in the 
last six years, and the cost of livinu i> indequntc to meet the in
creased cost of essential commodities 

4. That the steep rise in the cost of U\\\ in recent years "ha-
had .a telling effect on the expenditure of Africans who mu>? 
spend the major portion (S7 r /) of their earnings on this item 
alone. 

5. The rise in the cost of clothing, specially women's clothiivj 
has also greatly affected African expenditure. 

As could be expected, as soon as the proposed rent increase-
were brought to the notice of the tenants in the various townships 
the African people lost no time in registering their resentment and 
indignation and labelling them as the most callous attack upon the 
appahng economic standarJ of a people, the vast majority-of whom 
is on the verge of starvation. The unanimous opposition against this 
wicked scheme was clearly demonstrated at the various meetings, 
convened- hy the officials of the local authorities to place it before 
the residents. At all these meetings the effective reply of " N O " by 
the- people left- no room for doubt. 
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(.oming so closely after the recent increase of rail fares the in-
ise in rentals will undoubtedly cause great hardships and dislikes 
• he overwhelming majority of the African people. 

As Africans are restricted by numerous legislations to seek em
inent in the best market: to operate trades which offer economic 
s M ui° U t i cff°L ' , ivo machinery of collective . bargain-
available to other sections 0 | the community, it is most unjust-
vet them to pay economic rentals on sub-economic houses 

•1 specifically and with, the full realisation of the economic 
<n of those who.arc to occupy them. In any case, if the 
rities have now c>nK- t l, :oalisc tint sub-economic housing 
ics are had business, and that economic housing schemes will 
them in a better position, |L behoves the Government to enact 
i legislation fixing an m*nomic- minimum wage for all ctoens 
to ensure that the people will, afford economic rentals. But 

.ertainly absurd and highlv unreasonable to call upon people to 
economic rental* -'\~\ suS economic houses. 

Admittedly that it i- the Afrit an- wUb-will be hardest hit by the 
ncrenscs. one should nor *•. crlvk the fact that the new regula-

- will affect worker--ot a'.l ^-vtions of the community Europeans, 
•ireds and African*- and t h u s and if ever there was an issue 

which all section*- oi t lv , -ninuinitv should present an united 
•. that issue i- RENT INCREASES. 
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IT'S UP TO YOU / 

a 
It is wel l -known that the cost of printing / 

newspapers and magazines is not covered by £ 
the money obtained from their sales. The one / 
who pays for those pages and pages of print is / 
the advertiser, the firm urging you to smoke this, J 
drink that, wear this and buy that. * 

There are no advertisements in LIBERATION. 8 
The question theo arises — who pays for the * 
print ing of this magazine? / 

The answer is a simple one. Unless you, + 
reader and supporter of LIBERATION, help us y 
pay for print ing costs, then we get in such d i f f i - j 
culties that we cannot issue the magazine *• 
'egular ly. / 

W e can't rely on advertise/^. The policy and $ 
contents of our magazine obviously wi l l not 6 
appeal to fhem. We cannot cover print ing costs j 
by the amount each reader pays for his copy — S 
it is insufficient. That is why we have to have J 
your support — you, if you think this is a worth- '< 
whi le publ icat ion. # 

Send us a donat ion for our Printing Fund. J 
Collect regularly from your friends — however S 
small the amount, it a l l helps. Let's keep £ 
LIBERATION going. Let's do more — with just a 8 
bit of extra money we can improve the aifypear- f. 
ance and increase the contents of the magazine. / 
What about it? / 
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