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SWAPO: 
The Namibian People in Arms 

"Economic reconstruction in a free, democratic and united Namibia wiU have as its 
motive force the establishment of a classless society. Social justice and progress 
for aU is the governing idea behind every SWAPO policy decision." 

These words - from the Political Program of the South West Africa People's 
Organization (SWAPO) - mean a great deal to those engaged in struggle against 
imperialism. They suggest a victory for the masses of peasants and workers in 
Namibia, a victory for all progressive forces of southern Africa and a victory for 
all those who struggle against a common enemy, an oppressive system we identify in 
many ways and places as imperialism. These words suggest the building of new 

Ms. Putuse Appolus / Namibia News 

societies where human beings, and not profits, are our central concern. Developments 
in southern Africa show that such notions are not idle dreams of an "idealistic" 
few but are daily becoming realities in Guinea-Bissau and the People's Republics of 
Mozambique and Angola, just as they are invigorating the popular struggles in 
Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa. 

In this special double issue of LSM NEWS we have put together a variety of 
documents on SWAPO and the struggle in Namibia. With it we hope to convey some of 
the perspectives and experiences of people who have dedicated their lives to making 
revolution. Many LSM NEWS readers and others we meet and work with in the course of 
our practice have expressed an interest in knowing more about SWAPO ... how do they 
fight, what problems do they face, what is their ideology, what is their history? 
Interviewed by LSM in October 1975 and again in September 1976, President Sam Nujoma1 
discusses the history of SWAPO, the progress of its armed struggle, SWAPO plans for 
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developing a free Namibia, and recent victories OYer sma.es to divide and disorient 
the Movement - including the diplomatic nons~e ,o€ ~---:,· K. Political Commissar 
Nganjone of the People's Liberation Army shows that mot all problems of waging 
people's war are military, that in fact political eiii!K:ation is a key weapon in this 
kind of struggle. The life story of Hinananje Jlelml'a dc::-J2ents the harsh repression 
of the racist regime, while the excerpts froathe Sl[,g,o Constitution and the 
Organization's Political Program express the essattial =ity and ideological 
coherence of SWAPO in the face of this repressioa .. 

We in LSM feel that it's very important that ~siYe people the world over 
hear from and about revolutionaries who face the elllll!BY ZI"BS-in-hand, as do our SWAPO 
comrades. Our aim is that more and more people 1Mlc:allle active in support of these 
vanguard struggles in southern Africa and arouail die 11111:!?'ld. We can confront 
effectively the enemies of our own progress as - llea:me im·olved in anti-imperialist 
work. We can learn a great deal from their stn1£1:les to .;;.efeat a powerful enemy, to 
transform social relations, to combat old mentalit::ies sud;_ as sexism and racism -
struggles we too must wage. 

"We say: support and so Zida.ri ty are not ~f:11 C'?" _.;-=;or, but mutual 
assistance between forces fighting for the satre ~~~- •· We take these words of 
Mozambique President Samora Machel as an importaid: J!ll'llilCiple in the work of our 
movement. Our support for the struggles in sou.dlelnl. Jifri;:ca :iust not be blind or 
abstract, but must rest on a basis of our u:ndersla"llli:mg COll'ml,()n aims and objectives, 
of purposively delivering a blow to the rulers o£ die c:a:pitalist empire who distort 
human life on many continents. Our support aJSI: ·1zie Clliil!lll:ret:e. We have written about 
the SWAPO Printshop Project in the past several :i5Slllle5 m ttis journal because we 
feel material support of this sort is an uiport::ailll: neti;;e fo,r making international 
solidarity productive, tangible, constructive, selilll. 'Ile again urge all LSM NEWS 
readers to arm yourselves with revolutionary p'19f"'lll;l■eia .aai ta."ke action. 

Venceremos ! 
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we met in Windhoek and formed the Ovamboland People's Organization (OPO). At this 
first OPO Congress I was elected President. Again next year when the organization 
became the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO), I was elected President of 
the Movement and have remained so up to this day. 

In 1959 we began organizing sit-ins and demonstrations which the South Africans 
considered illegal. I was repeatedly arrested and tried. Even though my cases were 
usually dismissed by the court magistrate, SWAPO was spending a lot of time and money 
on my defense. So it was decided that I could be more effective outside the country 
by representing our people at the UN. I left Namibia in March 1960, escaping through 
Botswana, Rhodesia and Zambia to Tanzania. There I was helped by Nyerere, who is now 
the President of Tanzania, and traveled to New York, where I presented the Namibian 
people's just cause for freedom and independence to the UN. In January 1961, I returned 
to Africa and opened an office in Tanzania, which was then approaching independence, 
and SWAPO began to operate from outside our country. 

YOUR FIRST ORGANIZATION, THE OPO, WAS FORMED LARGELY BY OVAMBO WORKERS AND LATER BECAME 
A NATIONAL PARTY WHICH IN THE BEGINNING USED NON-VIOLENT METHODS OF STRUGGLE. PERHAPS 
YOU COULD DISCUSS THE DEVELOPMENTS WHICH CHANGED SWAPO INTO A NATIONAL LIBERATION 
MOVEMENT LEADING AN ARMED STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE. 

Well, during the 1950's many Namibians went to South Africa where they worked on 
contract, mostly in the mines. A large number of them went to Cape Town where they 
came in contact with the African National Congress (ANC) of South Africa and other 
parties opposed to white minority rule. These colleagues learned about the struggles 
in South Africa; they knew also that we were petitioning the UN and demanding our 
legitimate rights of self-determination and independence. So, like us, they came to 
recognize the need for an organization which would represent the aspirations of our 
people. Because the majority of them were Ovambos, which is the largest and most 
oppressed group of people under the contract system, they drew up a constitution to 
form the OPO to fight this contract system. Those of us in Windhoek received a copy 
of this constitution. After studying it, we fully agreed with this organization's 
aims and objectives and founded the OPO on April 15, 1959. However, the name did 
not characterize the national aspirations of the Namibian people as a whole, and so 
in early 1960 it was changed to the South West Africa People's Organization. 

Within six months of SWAPO's formation we had made a tremendous impact by our 
mass mobilizing campaigns. We demanded the abolition of racial discrimination and 
the contract system, the right of Namibians to express themselves freely and the end 
of the South African colonial administration. 

One of our first actions was a boycott of beer halls, cinemas and buses to 
protest the removal of Africans from a traditional residential area in Windhoek. 
According to South African apartheid policy, the African location was too close to 
the white residential area and had to be demolished. We organized a peaceful 
demonstration, but the South African police opened fire on the people, killing more 
than twelve on the spot and injuring more than fifty. The brutal repressive policy 
of the South Africans caught us by surprise. We had thought that we should carry on 
our struggle with the peaceful methods used elsewhere in Africa. But our 
demonstrations, boycotts and strikes were met with brute force and many leaders of 
SWAPO were tortured and killed. 

At the same time our peaceful efforts on the diplomatic front were frustrated 
by the inactivity of the UN. The major Western powers on the Security Council would 
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veto any effective sanctions against South Africa. Of course, Britain, France and 
the US have supported the racist South African regime because of their great 
economic interests in both Namibia and South Africa. For example, their multi­
national companies control the major mining industries in both Namibia and South 
Africa. To free Namibia, SWAPO could not sit back and wa~t to be liberated by 
outside forces. We decided that unless we started fighting, we would never be free. 
In 1962 our first cadre began military training in several friendly countries and we 
began preparing for armed struggle. In 1965 our first guerrilla units began 
underground activities inside Namibia, preparing to launch the armed struggle in 1966. 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN REGIME HAS NOT OFFICIALLY BANNED SWAPO. NEVERTHELESS, CONDITIONS 
INSIDE NAMIBIA ARE VERY DIFFICULT. COULD YOU DESCRIBE THE POLITICAL SITUATION 
CONFRONTING SWAPO? 

The fact is, though SWAPO is not-officially banned by South Africa, our activities 
are under constant surveillance and harassment. The racist regime has proclaimed 
a State of Emergency in Namibia, known as Act 17, which sanctions harsh, police 
state measures, especially in the North, and denies SWAPO political rights. 
Effectively, SWAPO pamphlets are banned, our public meetings are threatened and 
sometimes prohibited, and our members are always in danger of arbitrary arrest. 
As a result, much of our organizing work must be done underground. 

The Anti-Terrorism Act of 1967 (made retroactive to 1962) was aimed specifically 
against SWAPO freedom fighters. Under this act, many of our leaders were arrested 
and kept imprisoned in solitary confinement in Pretoria for more than a year without 
trial. In fact, SWAPO members are being arrested under this law every day. More 
than forty leaders and members are serving life-imprisonment on Robben Island. In 
other jails, our members are serving five to twenty-year sentences. Others still 
are under house arrest. Act 17 was used during the 1971-72 strikes when hundreds of 
workers were arrested. Recently, when the so-called multiracial constitutional 
talks started in Windhoek, thirty SWAPO members were locked up without trial in order 
to prevent demonstrations against the talks. However, not only are Namibians arrested 
by this racist regime, but our people have been tortured and cold-bloodedly murdered. 
We have even discovered mass graves with over 100 people buried inside. At Epinga 
in Openyama district, South African troops carried out a bloody massacre. 

No, the Vorster regime has not pronounced SWAPO a banned-organization, as it has 
done with the ANC or PAC of South Africa. But this is really just a diplomatic game 
because of pressure from the UN and the international COIRIIIlity. This pressure has 
increased, especially since the position taken by the International Court of Justice 
in 1971, which clearly states that South Africa's occupation of Namibia is illegal. 

THERE HAS BEEN A LONG TRADITION OF RESISTANCE Ill IM.lBU :'O COLONIAL RULE. WHY HAS 
SWAPO ACHIEVED A HIGHER STAGE OF RESISTANCE APTlJB llH!'l'::r&:? STRUGGLES FAILED? 

Well, the Germans colonized Namibia first, using die .iost brutal and racist methods. 
Our people strongly resisted German occupation.. Especially the Hereros and the Namas 
in the central and southern regions fought henJical.ly against the German invaders. 
But the Germans had superior armaments, aDII tleymearly k-iped out the population in 
these regions. Some writers estimate that tJie Herem tribe was reduced from 100,000 
to 15,000. The Ovambos in the northern regiaa a1.sa fought with the brothers to the 
South, as well as against the Portuguese mlcwialists, ~-ho were advancing from the 
North. There was long resistance to colalial.isa C!roughout Namibia, and it was 
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carried on as late as 1932 by Chief Npumu of the Upunge. These earlier struggles 
failed because the people were fighting the foreign invaders in isolated struggles 
with inferior weapons. Now SWAPO has been able to mobilize the resistance against 
the South Africans at the national level. All tribal groupings in our nation are 
engaged in this struggle, despite the fact that the South African racist regime has 
tried by all means to maintain division by ethnic groupings. 

LET IS RETURN TO THE WAR OF NATIONAL LIBERATION THAT SWAPO IS NOW WAGING AND EXAMINE 
DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF IT. HOW STRONG IS SWAPO 1S POPULAR SUPPORT FROM THE VARIOUS PARTS 
OF THE POPULATION? 

SWAPO is a mass movement, which means it is supported by the oppressed African majority. 
Workers, peasants, teachers, nurses and small businessmen are all involved in the 
national liberation struggle. The majority of Namibians are denied political rights 
and are suffering from hunger, disease and ignorance. Most are living in the rural 
"Bantustans" and this is where we draw most of our membership and fighters. PLAN 
(People's Liberation Army of Namibia) militants come from all sectors of the 
population - contract workers, women, youth. I might add that the youth of our 
country are the most militant in support of the movement. Of course, among the 
Africans there are some puppets, mostly chiefs, who agree to be used by the enemy, 
but in any nation you will find a few traitors. 

Another sector of the population is the small community of "Coloreds." In an 
attempt to divide and rule, the South Africans have given them a special status which 
enables them to earn a little more money than Africans and gives them some other 
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privileges. But they are not treated as Whites. As far as Sl\'..I\PO is concerned, they 
are Namibians and they are Africans. There are also some puppets among the Coloreds 
who have been won over by self-interests, but a large part of the community does 
support SWAPO. 

Then there are the minority white settlers, the ruling clique that enjoys the 
wealth of the country at the expense of the African majority. Unlike in South Africa, 
there have been no white progressive movements for African rights. Among the Whites 
here, very few have stood up and sided with the Africans in our just struggle. However, 
in SWAPO, we judge a person not by his color but by what he or she does. In an 
immediate sense, the fight today in Namibia is between .the oppressed Africans masses and 
the oppressor white colonialists, because with few exceptions the Whites identify with 
colonialism. 

IN YOUR OPERATIONAL AREAS, WHAT ARE THE RELATIONS BETWEEN YOUR MILITANTS AND THE 
CIVILIAN POPULATION WHO LIVE AND WORK THE LAND? 

Relations are very good. The guerrilla fighters have been able to operate there 
because the people support and protect them. They've been able to obtain food, 
clothing, and even money from the local population. Otherwise, it would be extremely 
difficult to survive. Sometimes the fighters are able to grow their own food. If 
not, they work alongside the local people in the fields. A guerrilla fighter cannot 
survive anywhere even for one hour without the support of the people. We have also 
created programs for medical care and basic education to serve the people in the 
rural areas, and this has helped earn our militants the people's confidence and support. 

SOUTH AFRICA HAS RESPONDED TO THE LIBERATION WAR BY SIMULTANEOUSLY STEPPING UP THEIR 
EFFORTS FOR A NEOCOLONIAL SOLUTION AND INCREASING REPRESSION AND TERROR DIRECTED AT 
THE CIVILIAN POPULATION. PART OF THIS REPRESSION HAS BEEN CARRIED OUT BY SO-CALLED 
TRIBAL POLICE WHO HAVE BEEN APPOINTED BY TRIBAL CHIEFS, AS IN THE SO-CALLED OWAMBO 
BANTUSTAN IN NORTHERN NAMIBIA. WHAT ROLE DO THESE CHIEFS AND THEIR POLICE PLAY AND 
WHAT IS THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT? 

One must make a distinction here when we talk about the chiefs. There are two kinds 
of chiefs. First there are the traditional chiefs who have supported the people's 
struggle for freedom. Because of this some of them were deposed by the South African 
government. For instance, Chief Ashikoto of the Odona tribe was removed because he 
would not cooperate with the enemy against his o~n people. And then you have the 
second type. These are puppets hand-picked by the South African government and put 
on the South African payroll. The enemy uses them as tools of oppression against the 
people. As far as SWAPO is concerned, they are traitors. This is the type of chief 
participating in the so-called multiracial constitutional talks. SWAPO is not against 
chiefs as such, but SWAPO is fighting against the South African government and this 
includes all of its collaborators. · 

YOU POINTED OUT THAT THE NAMIBIAN N/l..TIONfi.L L.TBZ:--:ISIOs'l SI~WGGLE UNITES A BROAD 
SPECTRUM OF THE AFRICAN POPULATION. "flH4T H.f...S BJ<.t,!i 'J'J:i:, ROLE OF THE CHURCHES IN 
THIS RESPECT? 

Many clergymen have clearly identified themselves with our struggle. Of course, at 
first colonialism used the churches to infiltrate African nations and pave the way 
for white settlement. But there's been a considerable change in the attitude of some 
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churches - notably the Anglican Church, 
which has rejected the government policy 
and practice of racial discrimination and 
inferior education in its mission schools. 
As a result, most of its clergymen have 
been expelled from Namibia. Most of us 
in SWAPO are members of different 
religious groups in Namibia, while some 
priests actively participate in the 
liberation struggle as party members . 

WHAT ROLE DOES THE SWAPO ORGANIZATION 
INSIDE NAMIBIA AND ITS ORGANIZATION 
OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY HAVE IN DIRECTING THE 
STRUGGLE? AND WHAT STRUCTURES HAS SWAPO 
SET UP TO ORGANIZE THIS STRUGGLE FROM THE 
BASE LEVEL UP TO THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE? 

First of all, the Congress of SWAPO adopts 
a program for building the movement inside 
our country. Delegates from all sections 
of the party, particularly the leadership 
of these sections, participate in the 
Congress. Then the Central Committee acts 
as a policy-making body between sessions 
of the Congress. The National Executive 
Committee is elected by the Central 
Committee and has the duty to implement 
the program and all other party decisions 
made by the Congress. 

Members of the Central Committee and 
National Executive are based both inside 
and outside Namibia. Subordinate to the 

A ressing a political meeting inside 
Namibia, 1972 / SWAPO 

National Executive are the regional 
headquarters, and then there are the smaller district branches or cells which 
sometimes have two or three hundred members. Departments have been established to 
provide for efficient running of specific areas of the organization. For example, 
there are the Departments of Education, Health, Defense and Transport, and Information 
and Publicity. We also have mass organizations representing different sectors of the 
people. For example, the workers are represented by the Labor Department and there 
is the Women's League and the Youth League. We also have the Council of Elders to 
mobilize the elderly people and to show them that we need them too, that every 
Namibian must be involved in the national liberation struggle, young and old. 

HOW ARE DECISIONS ARRIVED AT IN SWAPO? 

Our decisions are made through the democratic process of discussion and exchange of 
views at all levels. For instance, when the Central Committee meets, members from 
different regions come to express their views. At the regional level, members express 
the views of the people of that particular region, and so on at each level. 
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LET'S TAKE A CONCRETE EXAMPLE. HOW DID SWAPO WORK OUT ITS POSITION ON THE PRESENT 
CONSTITUTIONAL TALKS IN WINDHOEK? 

Well, first our National Executive Committee met and concluded that SWAPO must oppose 
the constitutional talks. We completely rejected the ethnic grouping or "bantustan" 
concept. We demanded instead a democratic constitution under which the people could 
express their views freely. Further, we maintained that any constitutional talks, or 
elections, should be supervised and controlled by the United Nations, not the South 
African government. We sent this position inside the country to our National 
Executive colleagues for their advice on whether there was any possible use in 
SWAPO's participating in these talks. Everyone at both the regional and district 
level was informed of this issue and fully discussed it. Our entire membership came 
to agree that these talks should be boycotted by SWAPO. As a result of such 
discussion throughout the organization, SWAPO arrtved at a unified position on this 
important question. 

WHAT IS THE RELATION OF PLAN TO SWAPO? 

The People's Liberation Army is the military wing of the party and not a separate 
organization. As such, it is recognized by the entire organization as the leading 
wing of the liberation struggle. The party as a whole is in fact moving step by step 
toward complete identification with the military wing. For instance, each member of 
the movement will be trained militarily in order to speed up the liberation of 
Namibia. 

The Central Committee and the National Executive control the entire army. Cadres 
of PLAN are members of the Central Committee or National Executive. The Commander­
in-Chief of PLAN is the President of the party and he is responsible for political 
leadership. Under the President is the Deputy Chief Commander who is commander of 
the army and responsible for all PLAN operations. Then there is the Secretary of 
Defense and Transport, who is in charge of all logistical operations, and reports to 
and advises the National Executive. Military operations are organized by the 
commanders of different regions who are responsible to make recommendations to the 
Secretary of Defense and Transport. 

IN A 19?2 INTERVIEW WITH LSM, YOUR DIRECTOR OF INFORM_ATION BRIEFLY OUTLINED THE 
MILITARY SITUATION THEN, SAYING THAT THE PEOPLE'S LIBERATION ARMY OF NAMIBIA (PLAN) 
WAS CARRYING OUT OPERATIONS IN FOUR REGIONS - THE CAPRIVI, OVAMBOLAND, KAOKOVELD AND 
THE OKAVANGO. COMBAT ACTION THEN CONSISTED OF PL/1.NTING OF MINES, SMALL ATTACKS AND 
AMBUSHES ON SOUTH AFRICAN PATROLS. COULD YOU OUTLINE WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING AT THE 
MILITARY LEVEL SINCE THEN? 

During the past three years the People's Liberation Army has expanded military 
operations toward the central and southern regions, laying mines, setting ambushes 
and carrying out basic guerrilla warfare. Our progress is such that today we are in 
a position to destroy the enemy's military camps. Since the beginning of this year, 
our forces have completely wiped out four enemy camps. For proof of this, we have 
captured large quantities of armaments, radio communications and other equipment, 
including vehicles. Of course, the South African government would never acknowledge 
this. The South African Minister of Defense issued a statement that "terrorists" 
had attacked a military base which had been vacated by the South African troops. 
But you don't vacate a military camp and leave all your equipment behind! Our 
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military advances are the reason that South Africa has sent more troops into 
Namibia. They are afraid that sooner or later, we will be in a position to stage 
a military campaign throughout the country. 

DOES YOUR MILITARY STRATEGY CALL FOR CREATING LIBERATED AREAS IN NAMIBIA? 

Certainly, our operational zones are expanding toward completely liberated areas. In 
some regions we have semi-liberated areas where the enemy can come in with his ground 
troops only when they are supported by air cover. Still, the main objective of SWAPO 
is to liberate the entire country . 

ARE YOU CONSIDERING URBAN TACTICS IN THE NEAR FUTURE? 

This is more difficult. In urban areas we encounter many difficulties because of our 
need for greater security. The racist police try to control these areas more closely 
and stage regular raids on the houses of the Africans. It is an extremely difficult 
situation. In the rural areas, however, we can mobilize the masses and they will give 
our fighters protection. Moreover, the enemy may pass by, but the guerrillas appear 
to be ordinary persons working and cultivating the land. 

SOUTH AFRICA HAS TRIED TO NEUTRALIZE OPPOSITION WITH ITS BANTUSTAN POLICY. WHAT DOES 
THIS MEAN TO SWAPO? 

As I mentioned, this racist regime will try any means to maintain division among the 
African people. Their slogan is: "Many nations within one country." Of course this 
is ridiculous. It is an accepted fact that countries often have more than one ethnic 
grouping. Switzerland, for example; more than three ethnic groupings compose that 
country. And yet there is only one Switzerland and citizens carry only one passport. 
SWAPO completely rejects South Africa's claim that the people of Namibia cannot be 
united in one nation because there are many ethnic groupings. 

On the one hand, apartheid practices divide and rule among Africans; on the other 
hand, Whites are supposed to be one group irrespective of their different places of 
origin. In Namibia we have the Germans, the Boers and the English, as well as other 
nationals from different parts of Europe. All these, in South Africa's view, are 
one group, despite the fact that they speak different languages, have different 
cultures and come from different nations of Europe. And we, the Blacks, are supposed 
to be the Herero nation, the Ovambo nation, the Nama nation, the Kavango nation and what 
have you! SWAPO is resisting this Bantustan policy, for there is only one people, 
one nation in Namibia, irrespective of race or color or place of origin. 

ANOTHER SIDE OF SOUTH AFRICAN STRATEGY IS PETTY REFORM. RECENTLY WE'VE SEEN 
ANNOUNCEMENTS THAT HOTEL OWNERS HAVE ORDERS TO TAKE DOWN THEIR SIGNS "WHITES 
ONLY," AND THERE HAVE BEEN OTHER MOVES AGAINST DISCRIMINATION IN PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 
AND SO ON. 

According to a WINDHOEK ADVERTISER report, Whites have been asked to scrap apartheid 
signs and allow Africans into hotels and restaurants - if they are well-dressed and the 
owners agree to accept Blacks. It is not a matter of policy that Blacks and Whites 
come and go freely wherever they live. Africans are still restricted by racist pass 
laws. But this "reform" is really for propaganda purposes outside Namibia. As far 
as SWAPO is concerned, we are not fighting merely to eliminate the apartheid racial 
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discrimination. SWAPO is fighting to overthrow the illegal South African 
administration and to create a democratic state in Namibia. 

SINCE THE APRIL COUP IN PORTUGAL, THE SOUTH AFRICAN REGIME HAS DONE A LOT OF 
MANEUVERING - INITIATING CONTACT WITH INDEPENDENT AFRICAN COUNTRIES, TRYING TO BRING 
ABOUT COMPROMISES WITH COLONIALISM IN NAMIBIA AND IN ZIMBABWE, AS WELL .AS PURSUING 
BANTUSTAN PROGRAMS IN SOUTH AFRICA. INSIDE NAMIBIA, IT HAS ACCELERATED ITS BANTUSTAN 
SCHEMES AND SOUGHT SOME LEGITIMACY BY STAGING A 11MULTI-RACIAL 11 CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONFERENCE. HOW DOES SWAPO VIEW THESE MANEUVERS? 

Well, South Africa's "detente" policy should not mislead world opinion. If South 
Africa was really sincere and serious in this effort to create good relations with 
independent African states, surely it would start by withdrawing its troops from 
Namibia and allowing the Unit.ed Nations to organize a democratic election based on 
the system of one-man, one-vote. But regardless of any peaceful appearances, South 
Africa is every day sending troops into Namibia, literally occupying every inch of 
Namibian soil. The regime holds phony elections and constitutional ·talks which are 
intended to divide our country on an ethnic basis and to cut off our support from the 
international community. While South Africa talks of peaceful solutions, it is 
actually training African puppet troops to fight against SWAPO freedom fighters. 
South Africa has allocated millions of dollars to its state security forces (BOSS) 
for bribes, propaganda against SWAPO, and so on. It has even employed former police 
agents and soldiers from the Portuguese colonial army in Angola. It must be clearly 
understood that a peaceful solution to the Namibian problem is a remote prospect. We 
have no other alternative but to intensify the armed liberation struggle as the only 
effective way to achieve freedom and independence. 

CONSCRIPTING AFRICANS TO FIGHT AFRICANS SEEMS TO HAVE BECOME A BASIC TOOL OF 
COUNTERINSURGENCY IN THE AREA. HAVEN'T THE SOUTH AFRICANS ALSO CREATED STRATEGIC 
HAMLETS IN AN EFFORT TO ISOLATE YOUR MILITANTS FROM THE POPULATION? 

Yes, especially in the eastern Caprivi Strip, the Okavango, and in some parts of the 
northern region, they have forcibly moved the people from their traditional lands into 
strategic hamlets. Here they plant their informers and often surround the hamlets 
with military camps. This is what is happening in the district of Okolongo. They are 
trying to deny us contact with the masses and cut off our guerrilla fighters' food 
supply. But we still manage to destroy the enemy. Our attacks are always carefully 
planned after good reconnaissance. When attacking enemy camps, we employ tactics and 
weapons (mostly small arms) which avoid as much as possible any fire on the captive 
African population. The South Africans' aim is to create the impression that SWAPO 
guerrillas are "bandits" who are killing all the people, Blacks as well as Whites. 
But the people know the guerrillas and have confidence in them. We certainly also try 
to avoid killing innocent Whites. Primarily ~e attack military installations and 
soldiers. 

ARE THERE ANY CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH SWAFC ;.Vt7=:: ~-Y:c_:::..-: ~HTO NEGOTIATIONS WITH SOUTH 
AFRICA? 

Let me make SWAPO's position very clear. T'ne only conditions for any peaceful 
solution to the Namibian problem are: first, South Africa must publicly state that 
the people of Namibia have the right to self-iete=ination and national sovereignty; 
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secondly, South Africa must recognize the territorial integrity of Namibia; thirdly, 
South Africa must renounce its evil Bantustan policy in Namibia; fourthly, South 
Africa must release all political prisoners and allow exiles to return to Namibia; 
and finally, South Africa must withdraw its troops and security forces from Namibia. 
These are the conditions on which SWAPO will participate in negotiations to end the 
illegal South African colonial administration, 

WHAT ARE YOUR MAJOR SOURCES OF SUPPORT, INCLUDING POLITICAL, FINANCIAL AND MILITARY, 
OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY? 

Most of our support comes from the Organization of African Unity (OAU) and from the 
socialist countries, as well as organizations and individuals in the Western world. 
We receive moral and political support from the United Nations and its special 
agencies and in some cases material assistance. UNESCO, for example, has provided 
us with educational facilities and equipment. Third World countries have given us 
considerable moral encouragement and, in addition, generous material assistance. 
Tanzania and Zambia especially have played a great role in providing us with material 
support and in allowing our people to live in their countries. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK INTERNATIONAL PRESSURE - FOR EXAMPLE, EXPELLING SOUTH AFRICA FROM 
THE UN - CAN DO TO ADVANCE YOUR STRUGGLE? 

We always appreciate political and material support. So far, world public opinion 
has been able to mobilize sentiment especially in the United Nations and other 
international organizations against South Africa and in support of our national 
liberation struggle. But support from the international community by itself would 
not be sufficient to bring about the liquidation of South African colonialism in 
Namibia. The Namibians themselves must be totally involved in the fight, ready and 
able to wage a protracted armed struggle. 

MUCH OF THE NAMIBIAN ECONOMY IS OWNED OR CONTROLLED BY LARGE MULTINATIONAL 
CORPORATIONS WHICH HAVE THEIR BASE IN NORTH AMERICA AND EUROPE, AS WELL AS IN SOUTH 
AFRICA ITSELF. WHAT KIND OF PRESSURE DO YOU THINK CAN AND SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO BEAR 
ON THESE CORPORATIONS? 

One important way to bring pressure on both South Africa and the multinationals 
exploiting the wealth of Namibia is to mobilize local trade unions to boycott shipping 
lines which are handling goods manufactured and extracted from Namibia. Too often 
resolutions are passed in the UN General Assembly and then just filed away and 
forgotten. For this reason, SWAPO has attempted to bring up the matter of Namibia 
directly with the masses of people of individual member states. It is important that 
trade unions, students and even MPs or Congressmen be mobilized to raise the question 
of Namibia with their governments. Various resolutions of the UN demand that the 
member states sever diplomatic, economic and trade relations with South Africa. So 
it is very important to mobilize forces to pressure these individual countries to meet 
their responsibilities. 

REALISTICALLY, HOW MUCH SUPPORT DO YOU EXPECT FROM A GOVERNMENT LIKE THE CANADIAN 
GOVERNMENT, WHICH ON THE ONE HAND SUPPORTS UN ANTI-APARTHEID RESOLUTIONS BUT ON THE 
OTHER ALLOWS CANADIAN COMPANIES LIKE FALCONBRIDGE TO CONTINUE EXTRACTING RAW MATERIALS 
- AND SUPERPROFITS - FROM NAMIBIA? 
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This is not a difficult question for me to answer. Many western countries have been 
very hypocritical. While paying lip-service to UN resolutions, those countries 
maintaining diplomatic and economic relations with South Africa continue supporting 
this apartheid regime. Britain, France and the US prevent South Africa from being 
expelled from the UN, and others join in keeping economic sanctions and arms embargos 
from being imposed. We consider to be our enemy those who support racist South 
Africa in any way - politically, militarily or economically. Therefore, we look for 
support among the masses in these countries - anti-imperialist organizations, trade 
unions and student groups. This is our real source of support. 

WHAT LESSONS HAVE YOU DRAWN FROM THE PAST DECADE OF AFRICAN INDEPENDENCE IN RELATION 
TO YOUR OWN EFFORTS FOR THE FUTURE OF NAMIBIA? 

We have been watching the economic development of African countries and the rest of 
the Third World. And I think we've gained many insights into how we can attack our 
own economic problems in order to raise the standard of living of our people, who for 
centuries have been oppressed by colonialism. Once our people are free from colonial 
oppression they will be looking forward with enthusiasm to building their nation. 
SWAPO is already preparing to lead the development of a free Namibia. For instance, 
at the Namibia Health and Education Center in Zambia, we are developing our cadre, 
education and health programs. While we conduct literacy and other classes for the 
increasing numbers of exiled Namibians escaping from the South African repression, we 
are also training cadres in agriculture, motor mechanics and other fields. Our PLAN 
units have also gained important experience in carrying out our medical and other 
programs inside the country. Our objective is to train ourselves in all fields and 
achieve political self-reliance. With independence, we will be prepared to expand 
from this base to meet the immediate needs of our people and develop our country. 
Developing agriculture will be our main priority. Namibia is an underdeveloped country 
with the majority of the population engaged in subsistence agriculture. It is important 
to develop our agricultural base so that we won't have to import food from other 
countries and can save our resources to import only essential material, such as 
machinery, medical supplies, etc. 

TO PURSUE THIS A LITTLE FURTHER, WHAT WOULD YOU SAY ARE LIKELY TO BE SOME OF THE 
POLICIES OF A SWAPO GOVERNMENT IN POLITICALLY INDEPENDENT NAMIBIA? 

Well, with regard to foreign policy, a SWAPO government will adopt a posture of 
neutrality and non-alignment. SWAPO, of course, will have diplomatic relations with 
all countries in the world which are friendly toward our country. We are Pan­
Africanists, so we'll play a very active part in the OAU and will promote the 
objectives of closer economic cooperation and continental political unity. We will 
also become members of the United Nations, in order to contribute in our own small 
way, as a small country, to the progress of mankind in general. Within Namibia we'll 
have a policy of equal distribution of the wealth of our country for the benefit of 
all our people. For instance, the SWAPO government will see to it that there will be 
free education from primary to university level. Now this means that profits from our 
copper, uranium, diamonds, etc., must be used to support free education, free medical 
treatment, and other services which will be provided free to the people. 

BUT TO BE ABLE TO TAP THE SURPLUS FROM THE EXTRACTION OF NAMIBIA 1S NATURAL WEALTH, YOU 
WILL PROBABLY HAVE TO TAKE FULL CONTROL OVER THE EXISTING OPERATIONS OF THE CORPORATIONS. 
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ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT NATIONALIZING KEY INDUSTRIES, OR AL.L INDUSTRIES? 

Certainly our government will control all the national wealth. Some of the multi­
national corporations may be allowed to continue their operations under new agreements. 
But the exploitation of Namibian workers and uncontrolled extraction of Namibian wealth 
would not be allowed to continue. We will ensure that Blacks and Whites will receive 
fair and equal wages for the same work. It's clearly stated in many resolutions of 
the United Nations that foreign companies operating in Namibia under the South African 
administration are doing so illegally. Under a SWAPO government no such exploitation 
will be allowed to continue! 

PRESENTLY, THE MOST PRODUCTIVE LAND IN THE COUNTRY IS IN THE HANDS OF A HELA'l'D'ELY 
SMALL GROUP OF WEALTHY WHITE FARMERS. HOW WILL YOU DEAL WITH THE QUESTION OF LBW? 

According to South African laws, no African in Namibia is allowed to own land. The 
South African government has the right to remove Africans from one place to another 
anywhere throughout the country. This policy would be immediately abolished and the 
land monopolized by the minority white settlers would be made available to everybody 
in the country. We cannot allow a continuation of minority settler O•'Ilership and 
exploitation, while the majority of Africans have no land to live on. After all, this 
is what we are fighting for. Are we not fighting to liberate Namibia for all Namibians 
to enjoy a better life? 

WITH A SWAPO GOVERNMENT IN POWER, DO YOU EXPECT THAT A LOT CF "i.II.lTE:S i.'ILL EEAVE THE 
COUNTRY? 

A large number of Whites may lea,ve, because many Whites in Naaibia are fascist, 
particularly among the Germans, who are the second largest white group in Namibia. 
I suspect that most will not accept African rule. Many have already sold their 
property and are staying in hotels so that they can leave quickly if SWAPO should come 
to power. Many will probably go to Germany or to South Africa. Many Afrikaaners too 
are extremely racist and will not accept African rule. Many of them are South Africans 
and were brought here by the government, so they •"ill probably pick up and go back to 
South Africa before our independence. But this •"ill be entirely up to them. If they 
accept majority rule, they are welcome to stay. 

THE VARIOUS IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLES OVER DIFFEB.Elie:ES ~'I'?F'T!f I'!IE SOCIALIST CAMP PRESENT 
A NUMBER OF PROBLEMS FOR LIBERATION MOVEMENTS, AS ~:'2 A-5 IYDEPENDENT POLITICAL 
ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS LSM. HOW HAS SWAPO DKtILT 'if'LB ?EIS SITUATION? 

You might expect some difficulty since this ideological conflict involves big powers 
who offer us considerable material support. But we accept only genuine support with 
no strings attached. Countries that are supporting us l!IUSt accept the fact that they 
are supporting a genuine struggle for national liberation. If they give us support 
expecting SWAPO to side with them in conflicts •"ith other countries, then we will 
refuse their aid. 

AFTER INDEPENDENCE WHAT KIND OF RELATIONS DO YO!J A.lfTICIPATE WITH THOSE POWERS, SUCH 
AS THE US, GERMANY, CANADA AND JAPAN, WHICH TODAY SCPFORT THE SOUTH AFRICAN REGIME 
AND WHOSE MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS PLAY A DI!:ECT ROLE IN EXPLOITING NAMIBIA'S 
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This will depend on the attitude of these countries toward an independent Namibia. 
If their attitude is negative, well, we have been fighting a long time and we will 
continue to resist any kind of threat from any quarter in the world. If those powers 
or countries adopt a friendly attitude toward us, we'll have a good relationship with 
them, provided of course that we put an end to their multinationals' exploitation of 
our wealth. 

BUT HISTORICAL EXPERIENCE, IN CHILE FOR EXAJ.1.PLE, AND OTHER COUNTRIES, CERTAINLY 
INDICATES THAT THESE POWERS WILL GO VERY FAR IN ORDER TO RETAIN THEIR STRANGLEHOLD 
ON NAMIBIA AND TO RETAIN THEIR POSITIONS OF WEALTH AND POWER. TO WHAT EXTENT ARE 
YOU PREPARED TO DEAL WITH EFFORTS LIKE THIS ON THE PART OF IMPERIALIST POWERS? 

SWAPO is an anti-imperialist organization and we will not permit the continuation of 
imperialist exploitation of our mineral wealth or the oppression of our people. We 
are fighting against it now, and will continue to fight against it when Namibia is 
free! 

IN THE PROCESS OF YOUR STRUGGLE YOU HAVE FORGED CERTAIN LINKS WITH PROGRESSIVE 
FORCES IN THE CAPITALIST COUNTRIES WHO SUPPORT YOUR STRUGGLE. DO YOU EXPECT TO 
CONTINUE THESE RELATIONS AFTER INDEPENDENCE AND IF SO, CONCRETELY, HOW DO YOU 
THINK THEY CAN CONTINUE? 

I think we will continue to improve established relationships with progressive 
forces in the capitalist world. We are promoting certain common objectives; we are 
fighting for improvement of the conditions of all people. In other words, the 
forces of SWAPO and the progressive forces in the capitalist nations are part and 
parcel of the internationalist struggle for progress of all mankind - for the end 
of exploitation of man by man. 

SO WHEN IT'S OUR TURN TO WAGE AN ARMED STRUGGLE, THEN WE CAN TURN TO A FREE 
NAMIBIA TO SUPPORT US? 

I will welcome that! 
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An Army to Serve the Exploited 
Masses 
Interview with Kakauru Nganjone, 
People's Liberation Army of Namibia (PLAN) Political Commissar 

Corrt1'ade Kakauru Nganjone has been a 
member of SWAPO since l960, when he was 
seventeen. In l970, after study and 
military training abroad, Nganjone 
joined the People's Liberation Army of 
Namibia (PLAN). As a PLAN militant he 
took part in many operations and worked 
in a number of capacities. In l972 
Comrade Nganjone was appointed by the 
Party to the post of Political Commissar 
of PLAN, a responsibility he continues 
to carry out today. 

Kakauru Nganjone was interviewed by 
LSM's Ole Gjerstad in Lusaka, Zambia in 
October, l975. 

TO BEGIN WITH, COMRADE NGANJONE, WHAT IS 
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PLAN AND THE 
NON-MILITARY ORGANS OF SWAPO, AND WHAT 
IS YOUR ROLE IN THIS? 

President Sam Nujoma, the leader of our 
Party, is also the Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army. Directly under him sits the 
National Executive, which is made up of 
various departments, e.g. Department of 

Information, Department of Defense, and so on. As the Political Commissar of PLAN, 
I work with the Department of Defense and serve as a link between the National 
Executive and the military. This means that I am responsible for communicating and 
clarifying party policy, party decisions and military strategy with PLAN commanders 
and with other political commissars under my leadership. I am also responsible for 
the overall political development and morale of all SWAPO militants. 

PERHAPS YOU COULD DISCUSS HOW PEOPLE ARE RECRUITED INTO THE ARMED STRUGGLE - AND 
SOME OF THE CONCERNS AND PROBLEMS SWAPO ENCOUNTERS AMONG THE PEOPLE. 

First of all, comrade, you know the situation in Namibia: we have been denied all 
human rights. Our people are tired of being under the repressive rule of South 
Africa. Most Namibians are workers. If they're not workers, then they're semi­
workers or peasants. But a new generation of peasants does not exist in our country; 
only the old people who are left at home to till the land. The others have been 
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forced to go away to find jobs in the Police Zone. They go to the factories in 
Walvis Bay, in Tsumeb, in Windhoek ... or they go to work on the farms, as domestics 
or gardeners. They work for the Boers on Boer terms; on contracts like slaves, for 
very little money, with miserable treatment and frequent beatings and arrests. They 
are tired of this; they are enraged and willing to take on the Boers any way they 
can. We in SWAPO talk to the people, telling them that we cannot accept these 
conditions - and that we don't have to. We want our country back, to work our own 
land in freedom. 

So in our recruitment, we first talk to people about their lives and the 
oppression they have experienced. And we find that everyone wants to add his own 
experiences to what we are talking about. Then we explain who are the people's 
friends, who are our enemies, and how we can best fight them. In the course of 
our discussions, we explain the nature of apartheid and talk about Namibia's history, 
and in this way help create a wider world outlook. It is not difficult to convince 
the people of the need to fight South African oppression. It is more difficult to 
convince them of the proper methods of fighting. 

When people first join SWAPO, some of them just want to kick the enemy out of 
Namibia. But when you ask him, "How are you going to fight him?" he says, "Any way 
I can! I'll strike, sabotage my work machine ... I'll fight with stones, bottles, 
anything!" Others believe that the powers of the United Nations or other friendly 
organizations will win Namibia back for them. But that is not how we view it. We 
think that the only way to defeat South Africa is through organized armed struggle. 

SO AS A POLITICAL COMMISSAR, YOU GIVE THIS DESIRE FOR CHANGE A POLITICAL ORIENTATION 
AND TURN IT INTO A POWERFUL TOOL FOR THE LIBERATION OF NAMIBIA. CONCRETELY, HOW DO 
YOU EDUCATE YOUR MILITANTS? 

In our camps, we carry out both military training and political education. We hold 
regular discussions covering such things as Namibia's colonization, our people's 
resistance, and SWAPO's history and political program. Since we haven't many books, 
which are expensive and hard for us to come by, most learning takes place through 
discussion. 

When we discuss our history, we talk about how South Africa took over from the 
Germans and began setting up the contract labor system; how African land was taken 
over to satisy the demands of the increasing white settler population, while our 
people were moved off to reserves, lands unfit for human habitation. We talk about 
SWANLA - the white-controlled agency designed to supply labor for white farms and 
mines. We talk about how foreign corporations have taken over our natural resources 
and how the whole apartheid system was supposedly legalized in 1948. We talk about 
how the people resisted those changes and study the numerous uprisings and rebellions 
that preceded our revolution. Then we explain how we sought freedom through the 
United Nations, the OAU and other international organizations, and how - despite 
repeated resolutions and promises - our people are still under the same South African 
rule. Why? Because many nations in the United Nations are imperialist and benefit 
from South African apartheid. We are fighting not only South Africa; South Africa 
itself is a satellite of the big imperialist powers. So, we teach our militants that 
our main enemy is imperialism, represented by South Africa. We also identify our 
second enemy: those who work for or support the racist regime against the interests 
of the masses ... the opportunists and puppets on the payroll of the South African 
Government, making a living off our people today. We talk about how to deal with 
these elements from our past experience in our home towns and work areas. 
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Mainly, though, we discuss the importance of fighting the enemy through armed 
struggle. In this struggle, our cadre must be educated about SWAPO and our program 
of action; they must know why they are fighting. What are we after? What do we 
want today? And tomorrow? What do we want after we achieve our freedom and 
independence? 

We are waging a war, a liberation war which must be fought arms-in-hand by the 
Namibian people themselves. Therefore, our first task is to build a party capable 
of mobilizing the masses. We must organize our struggle through a strong, united 
force - with one voice, one party, and one leadership. The demands on us are 
extraordinary. We must be extraordinary ourselves. To wage a revolutionary struggle, 
we must be a vanguard party, leading the workers and peasants. We must be well 
organized at every level; in our leadership, in our camps, in our guerrilla units. 
By building the People's Liberation Army, we are also building a core of political 
cadres who will act as catalysts within the country during the armed struggle and 
after independence. These cadres will be the ones to educate the people about the 
way we want Namibia to be. They will fight for the well-being of our people and 
educate the young ones toward a revolutionary spirit. 

We are people who are fighting for a just cause, shedding blood for our freedom. 
We want a free and democratic Namibia. We will build a true democracy that will 
serve the poor and exploited masses. After independence the Namibian people will 
choose; the wind of freedom will give them the direction. These very guerrilla 
fighters are going to see to it that our people are not suppressed or exploited 
again, that nothing is taken away from the people. That is what we are fighting 
for, the well-being of our people .... These things are an essential part of 
our political education. 

We also educate people about tribalism and nationalism. We explain that our 
party program is based on equality among our people; that a person of any race, 
color or sex is accepted warmly into our ranks. We have to stress the unity of 
the Namibian people and counter the divide-and-rule tactics employed by the South 
African fascists, who set people of different tribes against each other. We try 
to educate our people in common understanding, in cooperation. Before, when the 
white man first colonized our country, people were resisting separately, but today 
we have a vanguard party and are more mature politically. Now people from all 
tribes must befriend each other, must learn the culture and language of one another, 
must understand each other - so that we can go ahead together as a united people. 
This is a very important question in doing mass political work. 

DO YOU DISCUSS OTHER LIBERATION STRUGGLES? 

Yes, we try to learn from the experience of other revolutionary movements. Africa is a 
new continent; all the independent countries got their freedom within the last ten to 
fifteen years. We cite the revolutions of those who fought with guns in their hands. 
First of all, the peoples of Algeria and Kenya: we study their struggles and try to 
learn from both their successes and failures. Also the people of Guinea, the people 
of the Congo during the time of Lumumba, then the people in the Arab Republic of 
Egypt who also brought down the colonial yoke. Then too, the heroic people of 
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia; we discuss the Korean war, the Chinese revolution, and 
the October Revolution in the Soviet Union, where the first socialist country was 
established. We talk about Cuba and Latin America, where movements are also 
building a strong socialism and anti-imperialism, just like on the African continent. 
We study these examples, and discuss why one revolution triumphed, while others 

20 

failed. We evt 
Commune. We tJ 
have been betti 
how we can bes· 

We try to 
capitalism and 
and we want to 
of our country 
we try to givE 

WHAT ARE THE c 
ROUTINE IN T. 
STRAIGHT COMB 

In our traini 
every mornin~ 
eat, then we 
for lunch, ti 
After the evi 
relax togeth, 
we do washin 
As in all gu 
must often s 
long periods 
for these cc 
part of trai 
that they ci 

HOW DO THEY 
DO YOU HAVE 

Well, comra 
aren't used 
up so earl) 
Here the pc 
benefiting 
struggle w: 
and discip 
person is 
improve hi 
working at 

DO YOU HAl 
AND GO HOl 

This is a 
with a st 
difficult 
struggle 
to streng 
certain c 



ough armed 
our program 
at do we 
and 

hand by the 
ty capable 
g, united 
s are 
nary struggle, 
be well 
lla units. 
political 

uggle and 
about the 

ople and 

our freedom. 
hat will 
ople will 
errilla 
ploited 
fighting 
part of 

that our 
y race, 
nity of 
the South 

We try 
when the 
but today 

om all 
one another, 
d people. 

s . Africa is a 
e last ten to 
their hands. 
and try to 

, the people 
ublic of 
ple of 
ution, and 
untry was 
also 
an continent. 
others 

failed. We even discuss developments in capitalist countries, like the Paris 
Commune. We try to find out why did this happen, how could this or that situation 
have been better handled, and when similar problems reveal themselves in Namibia, 
how we can best handle them. · 

We try to create an understanding of all progressive forces fighting to end 
capitalism and imperialism in this world. We are a national liberation movement, 
and we want to end imperialism in Namibia first of all. But the workers and peasants 
of our country are also part and parcel of the world revolutionary process. Therefore 
we try to give them an understanding of the importance of proletarian internationalism. 

WHAT ARE THE CONDITIONS IN WHICH THIS TRAINING IS CARRIED OUT? WHAT IS THE CAMP 
ROUTINE IN TERMS OF THE MILITANTS' DAILY SCHEDULES, DUTIES AND TASKS OUTSIDE OF 
STRAIGHT COMBAT SITUATIONS? 

In our training camps we have a regular weekly schedule. We get up by sjx o'clock 
every morning. We go through our morning exercises, stop for tea and something to 
eat, then we go to our daily training, classes or duties. At around noon we break 
for lunch, take one to two hours of rest, then resume training or study activities. 
After the evening meal, some comrades continue their duties while others might just 
relax together - depending on what duties a person has for that day. On the weekends, 
we do washing and other tasks and sometimes cultural things or sports like football. 
As in all guerrilla wars, however, the conditions are very tough. Our guerrillas 
must often sleep outside with all their belongings; sometimes we have to go for 
long periods without food or sleep. Now in our camps we must prepare the comrades 
for these conditions. All of us must get used to them. So sacrifices are a necessary 
part of training in our camps. Learning to make sacrifices steels our militants so 
that they can be strong in fighting the enemy and can stand up under all circumstances. 

HOW DO THEY RESPOND TO THESE DIFFICULT TRAINING CONDITIONS? WHAT KINDS OF PROBLEMS 
DO YOU HA VE TO DEAL WITH? 

Well, comrade, in the beginning it's very difficult, as some of our new recruits 
aren't used to such discipline and hardship. For example, some don't like to get 
up so early, and they say, "Ah, I am sick," - wanting to sleep a little longer. 
Here the political commissars like myself step in. We say, "Do you think you are 
benefiting yourself? No, your indiscipline benefits the enemy! We can't win our 
struggle with soldiers like you! Look at Comrade so~and-'-so. He is always punctual 
and disciplined. He can be relied upon to carry out responsibilities!" When that 
person is criticized and comes to understand better, he begins to struggle daily to 
improve his behavior. After two to three months, it seems normal to be up and 
working at six o'clock. 

DO YOU HAVE CASES WHERE, AFTER EXPERIENCING HARDSHIPS, SOME PEOPLE WANT TO GIVE UP 
AND GO HOME? IF SO, HOW DO YOU DEAL WITH IT? 

This is a rare phenomenon. All of our guerrillas are volunteers; they come to us 
with a strong motivation to fight. But before a comrade joins PLAN we discuss the 
difficulties involved, so that he or she knows that sacrifices are part of the 
struggle for liberation. When his morale ge.ts low, lie struggle with that comrade 
to strengthen his political understanding and keep him within our ranks. Under 
certain circumstances, however, when a •mi t camp is near the person's home and we 
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feel it would be safe both personally and politically for him to go, we sometimes 
allow him to return home for a while. 

WHAT IS SWAPO'S VIEW TOWARDS INTEGRATING WOMEN INTO THE ARMED STRUGGLE, HOW DO YOU 
DO SO, AND WHAT PROBLEMS DO YOU CONFRONT? 

In our struggle every militant, whether male or female, plays an equal role. We 
want everyone to contribute fully according to his or her capacity. Old patterns, 
however, can restrict our freedom to act in new ways. Therefore we have certain 
guidelines and rules. For example, single men and women have separate quarters in 
the training camps. If a couple wants to live together, then they must become 
married. If husband and wife are in the same training camp, they may share their 
quarters. We cannot afford loose relationships between men and women; we must 
develop mutual respect among comrades. We are in this struggle to defeat a powerful 
enemy, and to defeat this enemy we must use all our human resources. 

DO YOU HAVE PROBLEMS COMBATTING TRADITIONAL MALE ATTITUDES TOWARDS WOMEN, THAT 
WOMEN ARE WEAKER AND LESS CAPABLE? 

I think this attitude is a disease all over the world, and one that we are not 
immune from. In the past there was a view that the women are always weak, that 
they should bring up children, take care of the home, prepare food and so on, but 
not play a leading role in the struggle or fight militarily. Now, we strongly 
discourage the men from looking down on female fighters, as this is destructive 
to our common goals. And the women must also overcome feelings of inferiority and 
not be afraid to take on large responsibilities. But there are some problems. For 
example, we now have two female commanders, In the beginning, some men were trying 
to disobey or get around their orders. In these cases, we had stern discussions 
with the militants involved and told them that these women were given such 
responsibilities and powers by the Party because of their intelligence and capacity. 
Through open criticism and self-criticism, we are able to deal with these problems 
on an ongoing basis. 

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE RELATIONS BETWEEN PLAN MILITANTS AND THEIR LEADERS? 

Leaders must set a good example in their comportment, lifestyle and political 
judgement, Most of all, they must win the confidence of those working under them. 
The guerrillas must have a firm confidence in their commander during battle. This 
type of leadership, of course, is developed over time and through the process of 
criticism and struggle. Once a leader makes a decision around a particular course 
of action, the rank and file have the strict responsibility to follow this course 
wholeheartedly. If a militant is unsure of a decision being right or not, he or 
she must bring it up at the appropriate time. Sometimes this is before an action, 
sometimes after. Obviously, we can't have criticisms coming up in the middle of? 
battle. We have regular opportunities for review and criticism at all levels of 
SWAPO and PLAN. In these reviews the leadership must be ready and willing to learn 
everything possible from the mistakes made. They must listen closely to all criticism 
and take concrete steps to improve their behavior. 

HOW DO YOU PREPARE THE MILITANTS POLITICALLY FOR COMBAT? 
Political commissars work hand-in-hanl with the commanders of military units. I 
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help out with planning an attack or an operation, how we should organize ourselves, 
what the political considerations are, etc. I help with morale by explaining to 
the militants the difficulties we may confront; for example, whether we'll have 
sufficient cover, what the size and equi?ment of our enemy will be, whether we'll 
be able to pick up enemy weapons afterwards, how long we may have to wait in ambush, 
etc. Then, whenever possible, I participate in the action with the fighters. 

WHAT ARE THE KEY FACTORS YOU TAKE INTO ACCOUNT IN KEEPING UP THE MORALE OF THE 
MILITANTS? 

Firstly, we must know the enemy. Secondly, we must know ourselves and how well we 
are prepared for certain operations. Thirdly, we must know the terrain and the 
people in any given area of operation. With these factors in mind, we can plan 
successful strategy and keep morale up. 

IN 1972 YOUR DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION INDICATED TO US THAT SWAPO WAS CARRYING OUT 
MILITARY OPERATIONS IN FOUR ZONES. WHAT DEVELOPMENTS HAVE TAKEN PLACE SINCE THEN? 

Developments in this field have been really tremendous, especially in Okavango and 
the Caprivi Strip. The South African Government made attempts to seal the borders 
of those regions to destroy SWAPO bases. They killed many people suspected of 
SWAPO affiliation and arrested many more. This terrorism, however, further 
strengthened our relations with the people, and support for SWAPO has grown even 
stronger. Our fighters have now penetrated very deeply into the country and we are 
operating in six regions. Those deep inside do mostly organizational work, preparing 
the people for the day when we will see a total revolt throughout the country. In 
the urban areas we are preparing to carry out urban guerrilla warfare, as many of 
our people there are more politically conscious. 

In the beginning years of our struggle, most of our actions were on a small 
scale, such as planting mines and ambushing enemy troops. Recently we launched 
large-scale attacks with much heavier armaments than were available in the past. 
These we captured from South African camps. We are in the process of transforming 
some of our military units from guerrilla units to semi-guerrilla regular army units 
so that we can carry out decisive large-scale attacks where South Africa is vulnerable. 
To carry out these attacks, we are organized into sections, platoons and detachments. 
A section is composed of about fifteen militants; a platoon of three sections, and a 
detachment of three platoons (or about a hundred and thirty-five fighters). For a 
large attack, we may employ up to one detachment. 

WHERE IS THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT STRONGEST, AND WHAT TACTICS DO THEY EMPLOY 
AGAINST SWAPO? 

The South African Army is concentrated in the northern half of the country where 
they have a number of big military bases: at Grootfontein, Runtu, Katima Mulilo, 
also Gobabis in the East. As the armed struggle has intensified, their troops and 
weaponry have become more sophisticated. In the beginning they used many helicopters. 
Now they are using heavier weapons like fighter-bombers, small planes, tanks and 
armored cars. They are also utilizing mercenaries from PIDE and the Portuguese Army. 
With Angolan independence, they joined the South African Army and, after ideological 
training in Tsumeb, have been stationed largely in Grootfontein. Many of these have 
participated in the invasion of Angola, since they'd been near the Cunene Dam, and 
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were so familiar with the border area. 
The Boers also use strategic hamlets in th~ North, trying to isolate the 

guerrillas from the people. The people are enclosed by these hamlets and must 
pass by guards to go in or out. The guards - "home guards" or tribal police -
also patrol adjoining areas and villages, and try to keep an eye on all movements. 
This way they hope to discourage contact between the guerrillas and the people. But 
their tactics have not been too successful. Our guerrillas are still able to keep 
in touch with the people, and many in the hamlets are rising up. Such tactics only 
reveal the insecurity of the South African forces and their mounting fear of our 
strong relations with the masses. 

Poisoning the water is another tactic. The South Africans have poisoned many 
rivers and ponds. This has killed civilians and destroyed crops, especially in the 
Okavango and Caprivi Strip. This was accompanied by indiscriminate killing; dropping 
herbicides on crops; burning gardens, homes and fields. These tactics have presented 
problems, but we are overcoming them. For example, we know the country well and have 
water sources they don't know about. 

The South Africans also have brutal methods of dealing with captured prisoners. 
They torture them severely to make them talk about our plans and the location of our 
camps; most of our people would rather die silently than help this enemy. But really 
the South Africans are very much afraid. Sometimes they get jumpy and shoot at 
anything that moves ... we even heard this story about South African troops capturing 
a crocodile - or maybe it was a lizard - and taking it in to give it high voltage 
electric shocks. Maybe South African soldiers really believe that guerrillas can 
turn themselves into animals, but at least we know that SWAPO militants have a 
reputation for being elusive and tough. One captured soldier said, "We can be 
walking around, £ighting no one, and suddenly find we are under fire or bombed. 
We never know what to expect!" So, you see, they are very frightened, and take 
this out on their prisoners. 

WHAT IS SWAPO'S POLICY ON CAPTURED PRISONERS? 

We treat our prisoners well. We move them to a safe place and talk to them. We 
educate them, to let them know that we are people too. We talk about our struggle 
for freedom, why we are fighting, and what role they as South African soldiers play. 
In our talks many of them say they were forced to fight by the South African 
government and never wanted to go to the bush. They say that they are tired of 
their terrible lives of walking in the hot sun for days and days and seeing nobody, 
then suddenly getting shot at. Many of the African soldiers were conscripted. 
They were first arrested, then perhaps told to go to work as a guard somewhere, 
only to find themselves in the army training to fight the guerrillas. They say 
they've seen several of their troops who refused to fight shot on the spot. They 
don't want to fight. Many of them surrender without any wounds. After talking to 
them, and also trying to gather any useful information, we hand them over to our 
headquarters, and then they are sent to the Red Cross or into political asylum. 

HOW DOES SWAPO DEAL WITH LOGISTICS, MEDICAL CA.RE AND SUBSISTENCE FOR THE GUERRILLAS? 

Vie have very few medical facilities for treating the guerrillas and the people. We 
do have some paramedics and nurses, but their knowledge is fairly limited. We have 
no experienced doctors who can remove bullets or perform surgery. 

We have also had some difficulties with logistics, especially in our move from 
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the New Zimbabwe liberation Force 
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Independence Issue, No. 61 
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Commissar of Zimbabwe People's 
Army (ZIPA) conducted by Mozambi­
que Information Agency on 22 Sept­
ember 1976. 10 pages with intro­
duction by LSM. $. 35 



PIPll.ll IBYEIEIT "B TIE UIERATIOI Of AHOLA (IPU) 

From 
Slavery to Freedom, 
MPLA Comic Book 
published by People's Press 

This Story of Angolan Resistance 
was first produced by MPLA in 
Portuguese to teach literacy to 
Angolans. This edition is trans­
lated into English. $.60 

With all orders please enclose 25¢ per/order plus 10¢ with each additional 
book or poster, for postage and handling. Please prepay all orders. 

What Will You Be Doing to Fight 
Imperialism This Year? 
Help us continue our anti-imperialist activities in 1977 by becoming 
an LSM Sustainer or Associate. 
LSM SUSTAINERS ($12) receive: 
• half price on single copies of any LSM-pub­
lished books, pamphlets and posters ordered. 
* 1977 Subscription to LSM NEWS. 
• Free copy of LSM's Principles and of three 
interviews on Angola, 
PLUS A CHOICE OF: 

- Making of a Middle Cadre/Life History 
from Angola OR 

- Bobbi Lee: Indian Reble/Struggles of a 
Native Canadian Woman OR 

- Urban Guerrilla/Life History from Kenya. 

LSM ASSOCIATES ($50) receive the same as 
Sustainers PWS: 
* all 1977 LSM publications including 
upcoming life histories and other materials 
on Angola, Guinea-Bissau, Namibia and 
Mozambique resulting from our 1975-76 
Africa mission. 
• print of a drawing of Angolan guerrillas 
and the MPLA flag by Selma Waldman. 
• revolutionary greeting cards and post­
cards. 
* 1977 liberation Calendar. 

WE NEED YOUR CONTINUED 
BECOME AN LSM SUSTAINER 

SUPPORT! 
NOW! 

I wish to become an LSM Sustainer for 1977. ($12 per year) Enclosed is$ ___ . 
I wish to become an LSM Associate for 1977. ($50 per year)= Enclosed is$ __ _ 

Please send me the following FREE LSM publication chosen from the list above: 
O Middle Cadre. O Bobbi Lee. D Urban Guerrilla. 

NAME ________________________________ _ 

Address --------------------------------
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guerrilla to semi-guerrilla army wiits. Our weaponry is heavier and more difficult 
to transport. We do, however. use horses and sometimes even cars or captured tanks 
to transport our militants, weapons and wounded. 

Our guerrillas try to be self-sufficient in terms of food. At this point we 
have set up some fields where PLAN grows food for itself. We also capture food from 
the enemy. and are given food by the people. Where we can't have SWAPO fields, we 
try to work with the people on their fields and they share their food with us. This 
works out quite well, because our relations with the people are good. They always 
try to work with us and help us, even though they are under very heavy repression 
and could be killed. When we go inco a region where there has been no previous 
PLAN or SWAP() activity we first engage in political education. We tell the people 
what our objectives and programs are. We are very careful about how we act, to 
cOIDlteract the Boers' propaganda that we are bandits and thieves. We help them' in 
their work, and sometimes teach them other things. Working with them, we win 
their confidence, and they are willing to help us with food or whatever they can 
to help free Namibia. 

l'ERHAPS YOU COULD C(MMENP ON YOUR RELATION TO ANGOLA. MANY ANGOLANS USED TO GO ON 
CON'.rRACT TO IIAKTBIA., AND NAMIBIANS WORKED IN ANGOLA. THE KWANYANA 'PEOPLE LIVE ON 
BOTH SIDES OF THE BORDlfB.. WHAT BAS THIS PROXIMITY AND INTERACTION MEAlfl' FOR YOUR 
S'J!RUGGLE? 

The peoples of Africa are bowid by a certain wiity, and in this case the Kwanyama 
people only give Angola and Namibia a stronger basis for a close relationship. We 
are not going to fight over our borders. We believe that an African is an African 
• • • maybe tomorrow we will be heading toward a ''United States of Africa." The 
partition of Africa was made by the imperialist powers without the African peoples' 
consent, but this is now becoming a matter for our own consideration. We are all 
struggling for African unity; some day perhaps we will remove all borders between 
c01D1tries, because we are the same people. We will fight hand-in-hand with our 
Angolan compatriots of the MPLA whenever necessary. We will continue to support 
them in their struggle. 

OUR ORGANIZM'IOl/1 IS WORKING TO SUPPLY SWAPO WITH A PRINTSHOP WHICH WILL 5EHVE TO 
FURTHER DJNEll)P JIDUCAJ'IONAL ASPECTS OF SWAPO'S WORK THROUGH PUBLICATION OF 
REVOLlJ'J'IONARI 'll'EXTBOOKS AND PROPAGANDA, AND WILL ALSO HELP SWAPO MAKE ITS STRUGGLE 
KNOWN PO PROGRESSI'I/E PEOPLE AROUND THE WORLD. WHAT IS YOUR ATTITUDE TOWARD 
IllTERllAPIOllMJST PROJECTS LIKE THIS ONE? 

Internationalism is a very important factor in our struggle. We have close comradely 
relations with many cowitries and organizations throughout the world. These people 
help us advance our struggle for liberation. Your organization also plays a part. 
As I said before, we have a great shortage of books with which to teach our militants 
and the people. Education is an essential part of liberation. Having a printshop 
will certainly help in overcoming the illiteracy and ignorance imposed on our people. 
With the help of our friends, we will win our struggle for liberation. We have the 
support of many people throughout the world, who are genuinely helping us with no 
strings attached. This is important. 
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AFRICA 
Liberation Calendar 

1977 
1977 Africa 
Liberation Calendar 
This year's calendar is color­
fully illustrated with photos 
and drawings, quotes and poetry 
fitting the overall theme of na­
tional reconstruction and con­
tinuing struggle. Proceeds to 
finance the SWAPO Printshop Pro­
ject. Postpaid - $2. 50 

SW APO: THE PEOPLE ARMED 
August 26, 1966 Beginning of Armed Struggle 

South 
West 
Africa 
People's 
Organization 
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"It is by the p eop 1 e 's effort that 
colonialism is routed, it is by 
the sweat of the people's brow 
that nations are built." 

This new 17 x 22 inch poster was 
designed by the Art Works Col­
lective and printed by Glad Day 
Press as their contribution to 
the SWAPO PRINTSHOP PROJECT. With 
a design and colors (4) similar 
to the cover of this LSM NEWS, 
the poster is a beautiful and 
striking salute to the Namibian 
struggle for independence from 
South Africa. All proceeds go 
toward the project to build a 
complete, fully equipped and 
staffed printshop for SWAPO. 

$2.00 
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The Price of Liberation 
From the 1971 Walvis Bay Strike 
to Torture in a PIDE Prison 

Following is an excerpt from the life 
history of SWAPO militant, HINANANJE 
SHAFODINO NEHOVA. Born into a peasant 
family in southern Angola, Nehova 
frequently visited relatives in Namibia 
as his people, the KhJanyamas (one of 
seven sub-groups which comprise the 
larger OVamho group) inhabit both sides 
of the Angola Namibia border. Under 
oo Zonia l influence, Nehova 's parents 
abandoned the traditional customs and 
adopted Christianity. His father, a 
catechist, assisted the Portuguese 
clergy. 

Certain benefits aoorued to Nehova 
as a result of his family's ouUural and 
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personal ties with the Portuguese. 
After learning to read at home, he went 
to a mission school where he did quite 
well. In school, however, Nehova gained 
deeper insight into Portuguese methods. 

We were not allowed to speak 
our own language. Every 
morning Father Nazarre would 
punish students for speaking 
Oshikwanyama, beating them with 
a pa Zmatoria. The pa Zmatoria 
was very painful indeed. It is 
fuU of holes and when you get 
hit it sucks up the blood. If 
we refused this punishment, the 
father would put small stones 
on the floor and force us to 
kneel on them during the whole 
oZass. 

The Europeans ate different 
food than the African students. 
They always had meat and rice 
while we ate porridge. I was 
aware of this because I was in 
charge of serving their table. 
I sometimes got leftovers, 
hones, soup and so on, but one 
father, Joao Batista, always 
put cigarette ashes in his food 
so we couldn't eat it. 

After completing primary school in 
1963, Nehova taught school for a year 
before entering secor,,dary school at 
Seminario de Jau, near the town of Sada 
Bandeira. These were years of increasing 
political activity in southern Africa; 
Lumumha's example in the Congo shook the 
foundations of the colonial regimes, 
anti-colonial revolts had begun in 
northern Ango Za and the OVambo Zand 
People's Organization, SWAPO's forerunner, 



was recruiting on both sides of the 
Namibian border. With these developments 
came increased Portuguese and South 
African repression. Nehova, who had 
become involved in the political 
activism erupting at Seminario de Jau, 
was consequently expelled. In 1967, to 
avoid the draft into the colonial army, 
he went to Namibia. 

By the violent appropriation of 
African land, the South African regime 
has divided Namibia into two regions. 
The fertile and mineral-rich heartlands 
constitute the "Police Zone." No 
African can own land in this area and 
only those Blacks who are needed as 
workers in th£ White-run economy can 
live there - and then only in the 
specially designated "locations II and 
"compounds. " 

The bulk of the African population 
has been driven onto the barren 
reservations - or ''homelands" - which 

The Walvis Bay Strike 

c-ircle the Police Zone. With few other 
mec.·ns of subsistence, the men are forced 
to &eek employment as "contract workers" 
with the Whites. On contract the African 
worker is at the complete mercy of his 
employers and the colonial regime; he 
cannot chaYl{Je his job or quit before the 
contract expires. Wages are miserable 
as are conditions of work. The contract 
labor system amounts to nothing less 
than slavery adapted to capitalist 
relations of production and has earned 
the bitter hatred of all Namibians. 

Having escaped from Angola·, Nehova 
worked for some time in the northern 
region of OVamboland before entering St. 
Mary's secondo:t'y school where he met 
Thomas Kcunati and other leaders-to-be of 
the SWAPO Youth League. Nehova soon 
joined Ji,/APO. Following a demonstration 
to demand Namibian independence, he was 
again expelled from school with hundreds 
of other students. 

After my expulsion from St. Mary's, I went to Odibo where I met three friends from 
school, Thomas Kamati, Ndaxu Namolo and Philip Hainana. They had just arrived from 
Walvis Bay where they had been working in the canneries. We discussed what should 
be done next, as many students had been expelled and were forced to flee police 
repression. This is when we decided to go south to the industrial areas of Namibia. 
We intended to mobilize workers and start a general strike. 

While we were at Odibo, my brother Stevao came from home on his first visit to 
Namibia. He had saved some money and offered to pay for our journey to Walvis Bay. 
We stayed at Odibo for about two weeks before going on to Ondangua, where we found 
another schoolmate, Nabo Nafidi, who was also heading for Walvis Bay. An 
acquaintance of mine who worked in the offices of the South West African Native 
Labor Association (SWANLA)* managed to get us travel documents. He made passes for 
people going into the Police Zone for holidays or even business. They were simple 
papers which he wrote and stamped with the official stamp. With these we took a 
lift to the Onamutune checkpoint where the police check people to make sure they 
have the proper documents. One of the European officers looked at my passport. 

"Do you want to travel with this?" 
"Yes." 
He looked at me, "Yes, who?" 
"Yes, you!" 
"No, you must say 'Yes, Baas' because you are a kaffir and I am a South African. 

I am white. You must always answer, 'Yes, Baas."' 

*The agency that coordinates the recruiting and transport of contract workers to the 
farms and industries of the Police Zone. 
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But I insisted, "No, you are not my boss. I don't work for you and you don't 
give me money." 

"So, you are one of those kaffirs; from Odibo or Onguedi va. OK, you can go." 
We drove on to Tsumeb where we spent the night in the house of Namolo's father. 

Namolo and my brother stayed there to help others in Ovamboland get passes while the 
rest of us continued to Walvis Bay. 

Nabo and I left first, spending the whole day and night on the train and arrived 
in Walvis Bay at six a.m. From the station we went directly to the contract workers' 
compound but, as we had no permits, we had to wait for some friends to finish work. 
With their passes we managed to get past the gates; being well-known, our friends 
could just walk in. We stayed in the compound until Namolo, Kamati and Stevao 
arrived a week later. 

Walvis Bay is a small town. The Europeans live on the coastal side of town and 
the Africans further inland, into the des.ert. The distance between them is about 
half a mile. The compound of the Ovambo contract workers is very big. At that time 
there were only about seven thousand workers, but usually there are ten thousand or 
more. Most of them work in the factories, on the railway or the building industry. 
A wall surrounds the buildings where the men live twelve to a room. The bunks are 
made of cement and just banged against the wall, three high. There is a kitchen and 
a beer hall built by the government. There is also a soccer field. The rooms have 
no heat and at night can get quite cold. Sometimes it even snows. The police used 
to come around to check passes. However, we didn't have any trouble as we always 
carried our borrowed passes. 

After we had settled in, we went to find work. But everywhere they asked us for 
work permits which, of course, we didn't have. We therefore had to forge some papers 
with a stamp stolen from Augostineum College in Windhoek. We presented these to 
factory managers, saying we were students on holiday looking for work. Finally, we 
were hired at the Ovenstone fish cannery. 

I was made a "coffee boy"; I served the office staff coffee and delivered mail. 
The managers were generally OK; they were American, British and German. This job 
gave me the opportunity to read newspapers and magazines, but sometimes this made me 
look suspicious. The staff didn't know I spoke English and thinking I couldn't 
understand, often criticized me in my presence. They would say, ''He looks like an 
agitator; he has a beard and reads newspapers." So I had to watch my step. 

During the second week in Walvis Bay we had a meeting with students from 
Windhoek to discuss our plans for a strike. SWAPO members from Walvis Bay were aiso 
present. Just about every student was a SWAPO member even though you couldn't come 
right out and say it. We all attended regular SWAPO meetings twice a week. 

Soon we began to organize. We would approach one or two workers in each 
factory, in the railway and building companies. We only talked to those we trusted. 
All agreed that something had to be done about the contract labor system. 

Around that time the South African Commissioner-General for Indigenous People 
wrote a newspaper article saying the contract workers wanted to work under the 
system. He said the workers came to the government and asked for jobs never 
complaining that the system was inhuman. We used this article to tell our fellow 
workers: "See, the South Africans are saying that we are pleased with this system, 
so we should do something to show them that we really don't want it. If we 
break this present system with a strike, we could have the freedom to choose our 
jobs and move freely around the country; to take our families with us and to visit 
our friends wherever they are." Everyone supported these ideas. 

In the beginning of November Wt' held a meeting on the soccer field. About six 
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thousand workers from every section of Walvis Bay attended. Chipala Mokaxua, 
Namolo, Kamati, I and many others addressed the crowd, all saying that we should lay 
down our tools and go to Ovamboland. We said the government had no right to 
interfere with our wages and that we did not need the Labor Association. We also 
denounced the chiefs for helping the South Africans organize the system. 

The reaction after the speeches was overwhelming and support for the strike 
swelled. We also voted to send delegates or letters to workers in other parts of 
Namibia, like Oranjemund, Luderitz, Windhoek, Grootfontein, Tsumeb and the farming 
districts to tell them that on December 11 we would go on strike, leave for 
Ovamboland and tell the chiefs that we would no longer work under the contract 
system. 

After this meeting fourteen of the speakers, all of them our friends, were 
arrested and the police began searching for Kamati and myself. They were trying to 
stop the organizing by imprisoning the leaders. Fortunately, they did not know what 
we looked like. We had to go under false names and at night slept in the fishing 
boats or the seaman's mission where the police wouldn't suspect us. Even the 
African informers did not know who we were. When they arrested Namolo, Kamati was 
actually sleeping on the same bed but he was so small and boyish-looking that they 
weren't even suspicious of him. 

I can still remember the time when the police entered a house we were visiting. 
They approached us, looked at Kamati and said: 

''We are looking for a person called Thomas Kamati. He used to live in the 
location but we don't know what he looks like." 

12. 11 

Kamati answered, "Oh, Thomas Kamati, you must mean the one who lives in number 

This was the Kamati who had previously been arrested by mistake. 
"No, not that one, there is another Kamati around here somewhere." 
"Oh well, we don't know that one." 
Then they left without asking any more questions. We had a number of close 

calls. One morning while I was walking to the factory I was stopped by the police 
and asked where I was going. 

"To work. I work in one of the factories . " 
"At this time? It's only five o'clock!" 
"Yes." 
"All right, get in." 
I got into the car and we just drove around the town. They wanted to know where 

I was from. I told them I was born in Walvis Bay and had lived there all my life. 
"Are you 1i ving in the town or the compound?" 
"I'm from the location." 
''What's your house number?" 
I gave them a number off the top of my head and then told them I worked at 

Ovenstone. They must have believed me because I was driven to the factory and 
dropped off without further questioning. Except for times like this, we didn't have 
much to fear since the workers left the factories in large crowds and it was difficult 
for the police to single anyone out. Nonetheless, they still asked individuals for 
passes and questioned them about the strike leaders. Despite this intimidation, we 
managed to talk to the workers one by one convincing them that the only way to 
improve our living and working conditions was to strike. 

Two days before the strike, Kamati, Namolo and I wrote a letter to the 
Commissioner-General of the Indigenous Peoples, the Administrator for Namibia and to 
Vorster explaining our disagreement with the article the Commissioner-General had 
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written. We told them that they would soon witness our true feelings about the 
contract labor system. Shortly after, the South Africans called a meeting of workers 
to which the headmen of seven Namibian tribes and Bishop Awala were invited to speak 
in an attempt to convince them not to strike. But when the headmen and Special 
Branch agent took the microphone, they were shouted down. Only Bishop Awala spoke, 
saying that, in his way, he too was trying to change the system. 

Someone spoke from the crowd, "Look,our brothers have been arrested and now the 
white administrators are trying to stop our strike. The Administrator tells us he 
is considering the matter but wants to talk with the Ovamboland authorities first. 
They are cheating us! All they really want to do is arrest our leaders and continue 
the system." 

"All right," he answered, right in the presence of the Special Branch, "then 
vou have no choice but to go on strike." 

The crowd burst into shouting and applause, breaking up the meeting with SWAPO 
songs. Those who had passes then burned them in further protest against the system. 

At the same time, the delegates we had sent to Windhoek, Tsumeb, Swakipmund and 
elsewhere returned with reports from all over the country that the news had been 
received with great enthusiasm. The workers in Windhoek and some mines in that area 
had decided to join the strike immediately. There was great solidarity among the 
African people. In Walvis Bay, many of those living in the town entered the 
compound. Even people not working under the contract system came to stay in the 
compound. Others gave food to the workers going on strike. 

The next day, Monday, December 10th, we informed our bosses that we were 
leaving for Ovamboland because of our opposition to the contract labor system. Some 
of the British and American workers supported us. One of them told me: "You must 
do what you have decided. If you keep quiet and don't do 1nything, the companies 
will do nothing to improve your conditions. You must hit th~m and only then will 
they change. And if you find people vacillating, stop them!" 

When we returned to the compound after work, we found it surrounded by armed 
police. They did not try to prevent us from entering or leaving; they didn't even 
check our passes. They just sat quietly and watched us pack our things. The next 
morning there were trucks waiting outside to take us to the trains. The government 
provided this transportation because they were afraid there might be trouble. 
Rumors had been circulating that we planned to set the compound on fire and that we 
were going to attack the Whites in town. So they had decided not to try to break 
the strike by force. About five thousand workers left that morning, singing as they 
marched to the trucks. Managers and journalists were there to watch, but the police 
prevented them from getting close. The journalists were not allowed to take 
pictures; those who tried had their cameras taken away, the film removed and some 
were even arrested. 

Kamati and I did not leave with this group. Some of the workers had not been 
paid for three months and it had been decided that they should stay on the job and 
leave for Ovamboland only after they had been paid. Fearing they might become 
demoralized and betray the others, we stayed to encourage them. We spread leaflets 
throughout the compound and even in the location. But this became increasingly 
dangerous as the South Africans increased their efforts to get us and even brought 
in special African agents from Ovamboland who knew us quite well. At one time we 
were forced to stay in a boat for two weeks because of the police searches. 

The government attempted to bring in scabs from outside Namibia. This, 
however, was a total failure. The work was too hard for them and they didn't have 
the necessary skills either. They were also intimidated by the other workers. Some 
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of the employers even refused to hire them. After a while, most simply asked to be 
returned to where they came from. 

The strike began to spread all over the country. The South Africans had made 
the mistake of announcing it over the radio and this alone had caused a great many 
workers to leave for Ovamboland. Even small boys working on farms had left their 
jobs. Within one week, twenty-five industrial centers were hit by the strike. The 
only place where there were problems was in Oranj emund where the "Baas-Boys" who are 
paid better than average, had great influence. So only three thousand of the Tive 
thousand Oranjemund workers left. But everywhere else, on the farms, in the mines, 
in the factories, the walk-out was nearly total. 

Kamati and I kept in touch with what was going on by listening to the radio and 
reading newspapers. We couldn't move freely but a number of times managed to 
telephone comrades in Ovamboland. They also used to write and keep us up-to-date on 
developments there. The people were made aware of the strikers demands at a large 
meeting a few days after their arrival. The chiefs and headmen were told that the 
strike would last until the whole system changed. News of the workers' return and 
the strike's objectives spread across Ovamboland, escalating into many violent acts 
against the authorities and their collaborators. Many were beaten and some of the 
most hated were killed. A great deal of their property was destroyed. 

As these activities became widespread, the strikers started more serious 
actions. For instance, when the headman, Kalengi, who feared reprisals from the 
people for his collaboration with the South Africans, called the police for 
protection, they were ambushed by workers with spears and bows. Many people were 
killed on both sides; it was even announced on the radio. This happened a number 
of times. We also heard that the stri'.~rs had begun to tear down the fence 
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separating Namibia from Angola; in one day five hundred kilometers of fencing 
between Okovango and the Cunene River was destroyed. 

Around this time we sent one of our comrades in Walvis Bay, an MPLA militant, 
to Ovamboland to report on the developments. Through him we learned that the strike 
and other actions had spread into southern Angola. More than half of the contract 
workers in Namibia were from Angola and had returned home with the same intentions 
as those in Ovamboland. Many symbols of colonial rule were attacked by the strikers 
and support rose among the people of the area. The situation became so critical 
that reinforcements of Portuguese troops were sent down from Luanda. At last, when 
the authorities at Ondjiva felt unable to contain the strikers, a meeting was called 
between the Governor and the population. People came from all areas of southern 
Angola, and most of them were armed. The Governor arrived with an additional convoy 
of troops and simply tried to threaten the people into submission. But the reaction 
of the crowd was so violent that he had to change his attitude and listen to the 
people's demands which centered mainly around unjust taxes and restrictions on 
Africans owning land. The Governor listened to the demands promising to return to 
Lisbon to convince his government of the need to change. But his promises only 
acted to relax the people's vigilance and left them open to attacks by the Portuguese 
troops and PIDE.* Many of the leaders were arrested, including my brother Stevao 
who had returned with the strikers from Walvis Bay and become one of the main 
mobilizers. Many of those arrested were later killed by PIDE in Ondjiva prison. 

The same type of situation developed in Namibia. In February, all the headmen 
in the country met at Oshikate and came out in support of the strikers. This was 
followed almost immediately by another meeting in Swakopmund which included the 
Commissioner-General and the Minister for Ovambo Education. The strike leaders in 
Ovamboland asked permission to take part because changes in the contract system 
were being discussed but were refused. 

We were not represented at all. The South Africans promised many changes in 
working conditions and salaries, but when the workers returned, the system remained 
almost exactly the same. Some wages rose slightly but all other changes were simply 
outweighed by new restrictions and forms of authority. 

When the workers saw that things remained basically the same, they started to 
strike again. However, many of those returning were new, replacing workers who had 
been arrested, and without experienced leadership. Organization among the workers, 
therefore, was much weaker. Furthermore, the police began to use force; workers were 
attacked with guns and tear gas. As people were simultaneously being rounded up and 
jailed in Ovamboland, many of the workers were intimidated. Thus the strike ended 
in early March. 

To the Botswana Border 
Kamati and I realized that we could not stay in Walvis Bay. It was impossible to 
appear in the open and seemed only a matter of time before we were caught. Many 
others had been arrested and the jail was full. There was no reason for us to 
remain, so we decided to escape through Angola to Zambia, or into Botswana to join 
the Jiberation movement. Four of us were to go, Kamati and I and two others involved 
in organizing, Jack Hidimwa and Valiho Haita. 

Most people escaping through Botswana got the necessary travel information from 
comrades in Windhoek; how to get trains, which were the safest routes and what to 
avoid while traveling. We divided into two groups and headed for Windhoek by train. 

*The Portuguese secret police. 
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Hidimwa and I left first. I had stolen some papers with the company seal from the 
Ovenstone factory. We used these to obtain travel permits. We got to Winhoek 
without problems and contacted some friends who lived in the location. They gave us 
money because we had left nearly everything we owned behind to avoid drawing 
suspicion. Our friends advised us on the best way to leave the country. Waiting 
until dark to buy our tickets, we took a train to Gobabis which is near the Botswana 
border. The European at the ticket counter was no problem, but on the train many 
people watched us. We were wearing jeans and carrying bags which were not common in 
that area so people may have suspected us. Arriving in Gobabis at six the following 
morning, we therefore jumped off the train and vanished into the bush; the police in 
Gobabis were very active and had arrested many people trying to reach the border. 

It was impossible to go into town and so we headed through the bush to the 
African location where we could get food and water. The food situation was not very 
good but we filled our bags with water and set off on foot for Sandfontein, the 
border station a hundred and seven kilometers from Gobabis. We stayed in the bush, 
walking beside the road until it forked. Not knowing which way to go, we guessed 
and followed the road to the left. But this turned out to be the road to Omounga 
and after walking two days, we were a long way from Sandfontein. Our water ran out 
and we did not have much food left. We thought of going to one of the farms we 
passed but this would have been very dangerous because of the Boers. So we kept 
walking and finally ran into a Bushman who spoke Afrikaans. He worked on a Boer 
farm but since the owner was away, we were able to get food and water. He explained 
that we were three days from the border and pointed out the direction. 

We set off again. The country here was very desolate; mostly desert with large 
mounds of sand and a few small bushes. It was very hot and without food and water it 
was not long before we were very weak and tired. We had to stop frequently in order 
to rest. Our feet were cut and swollen from walking; even our armpits began to swell 
because of the heat and lack of water. We often passed places where there was water 
but the police and Boers were always present. 

It was not until we came across another Bushman who told us we were still far 
from Sandfontein that we decided to enter one of the farms. Africans always work on 
these farms and we hoped to get food and water from them without being seen by the 
owner. We were simply too hungry and tired to go any further. Early in the morning 
we entered a farm and managed to get across two fences and near the buildings. As it 
turned out, the Africans had left because the owner did not pay them well. He 
expected trouble and had placed police guards around the farm. Two guards in a tree 
watched us approach. They called out for us to stop and came over with a dog. There 
was one European and an African who translated for him. 

"Where are you going, are you on your way to Botswana?" 
"No, we are going to Sandfontein to see our employer." 
"Where are you coming from then?" 
We had passed a number of farms the previous night and so I just gave them one 

of the names. 
"We are from Voltrius farm." 
"Ah yes, are you Hereros or Ovambos?" 
"We are Hereros." 
"OK, you can go, this is the way to Sandfontein." 
He pointed off in a direction away from the farm. We had just started to leave 

when another policeman came up and said, "Get them back here, tell those two kaffirs 
I want to see them." When we heard this we started moving faster but the African 
policeman ran over and told us his hos.' wanted to speak with us. I said we didn't 
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have the time and turned to leave. He let us go but soon we heard a car coming in 
our direction. We tried to run though we were too tired to get far. We hid in some 
bushes but they had a dog and so discovered us without much trouble. We were 
surrounded and ordered to get in the car. When we drove back to the farm, they phoned 
the police station at Sandfontein. Within ten minutes a jeep pulled up with a South 
African policeman and an African agent. As soon as he saw us, the African said that 
we were not Hereros but Ovambo troublemakers trying to leave the country. 

They drove us to Gobabis where we admitted that we were not Hereros . "We are 
actually from Walvis Bay. We were students at Onguediva, but were expelled and have 
decided to continue our education in Botswana." However, when they searched our 
bags, they found our SWAPO cards in between some books. 

"Aha, so you are terrorists. You were on your way to join.up with SWAPO." 
"No, no. We are interested in SWAPO, yes, but we are not terrorists. 11 

The police didn't believe us and we were put in a remand prison. It was 
overcrowded, dirty and the beds full of lice. The food was mostly porridge and 
sometimes dog or hyena meat which made us vomit. 

We waited two days before being interrogated again. A white South African 
officer who had been in Ovamboland during the strike confronted us. 

"I have been informed by the judge at Onguediva that you did not want to study, 
that you just wanted to stir up trouble. So now, you kaffirs, tell me, how did you 
organize the strike? Who helped you? Were Maxuiriri and Meroro involved?" 

"We didn't organize it, we just took part; it was a general strike," I 
protested. He just looked at us coldly and said nothing else. Finally, they took 
us back to our cells. The next day they took us out again but we were separated 
this time. I was taken to the same officer who had since discovered that I was 
from Angola. He was sitting behind a desk and an African sergeant stood against the 
door behind me . 

"Are you a member of the MPLA?" 
"No," I answered, "I know nothing about MPLA." 
"Yes you do, because you belong to. SWAPO and being an Angolan, you are thus in 

this country illegally. You were going for military training and we' 11 lay charges 
on that basis. Now, things would be a lot easier if you would tell me who told you 
to organize the Onguediva demonstration and the Walvis Bay strike." 

"But I didn't organize the strike. I just took part like everyone else." 
He looked at me. "All right, you are lying. I will simply have to force it 

out of you." 
He called for another African policeman who brought in a small machine with 

wires hanging from it and plugged it into the wall. I was handcuffed, blindfolded 
and pushed onto the floor; my hands were tied to the wires. 

The South African was swearing. "If you don't tell me the truth, you goddam 
kaffir, you'll regret it. We'll make you shit in your pants! Who told you to 
organize the strike?" 

I remained silent. Suddenly a shock ran through my fingers, up my arms and 
shook my whole body. It was terrible. I felt pain all over my body but my head 
was the worst. It was like an explosion in my brain. They kept turning it on and 
off, on and off, lashing me about the head and shoulders with a whip and shouting 
obscenities. It was unbelievable. The South African continued asking me about the 
strike. 

"Who sent you to live in the country? Was it Maxuiriri ?" 
They kept this up for several hours. I didn't lose consciousness or give up; 

the pain was tremendous but after a while, the electricity seemed to make everything 
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go numb. Finally, they dragged me back to a cell. 
After three weeks of interrogation, solitary confinement and torture, I 

discovered that Kamati and Valiho had also been caught. I learned from one of the 
African guards that they too had been accused of terrorism and were going through 
the same ordeal. In the end they must have believed part of our story because we 
were only charged for not having proper travel papers. After being sentenced to 
three months of solitary, we weren't tortured, but were sometimes interrogated by 
police from Pretoria. We spent these three months just waiting; no work, no walks, 
no exercise at all. The days seemed very long and one month felt like three. 

In the Hands of PIDE 

When our time was up, we were taken to Oshikate in Ovamboland. Kamati and the 
others were handed over to the headman, while I was to be given to the Portuguese. 
We said goodbye and were separated. I was very sad. I didn't think I would ever 
see them again. I had tried not to think about it in solitary, but I was sure the 
Portuguese would either kill me or send me to Sao Nicolau, the prison for liberation 
movement militants. I knew the PIDE agents would try to squeeze information out of 
me and probably kill me once I was no longer useful. 

I arrived at the PIDE headquarters in the Ondjiva (Pereira de E~a) prison 
during July 1972. Silva Texeira, the chief inspector of the Cunene Branch, began to 
interrogate me immediately. 

"What were you going to do in Zambia?" 
I thought he was just confused. "I wasn't going to Zambia, I was on my way to 

Botswana." 

39 



"An otSM,c.eJL c.ame. -ln, a1.,k.e.d -lo I wa1., wi:th MPLA, 
wh.e.n I J.i<Ud no." 

But ag2 
I thou& 
"FurthE 
I remaj 
"Ah ye~ 

development 
He ther 

"You' 11 ever 
and MPLA. l 
time. And l 

I was 1 
found it diJ 
cold and reJ 

"Terroi 
blankets, sc 

The ce: 
I spen1 

asked if I 1 

incredibly J 
replaced. 
out. When 
was still b 

The ne: 
my Walvis B 
somewhat; I 

"You a 
You have an 

They d 
During this 
view of the 
me. They w 
smarten up, 

During 
fought agai 
movements w 
"Angola is 
If the Port 
movement le 
been good m 
These leade 
were starvi 
believe him 
information 
week to thi 
freedom, ev 
anything; s 

One d2 
were stain~ 
officer saj 
know, I wa~ 
had become 



I 

I 

But again he asked, "What were you going to do in Zcunbia?" 
I thought it best to go along with him. "I was going for further study." 
"Further study! Don't we have schools here in Angola?" 
I remained silent. 
"Ah yes, the school of terrorism, I forgot. And there's been a lot of 

development with this school in Zambia hasn't there?" 
He then ordered one of the other officers to take me away, saying as I left: 

"You' 11 eventually tell us the truth about eve1-ything we want to know; about SWAPO 
and MPLA. If you do, you shall go free, if not, well, you'll be around for a long 
time. And believe me, you won't enjoy it." 

I was thrown onto the floor of a cell. Still handcuffed from my arrival, I 
found it difficult to move. They splashed water onto the floor which made it very 
cold and refused to give me any blankets. 

"Terrorists don't need blankets. Why, even those in the bush don't have 
blankets, so you can do without." 

The cell was small and dark; no windows, just a hole in the iron door. 
I spent two days without food before the door opened again. An officer came in, 

asked if I was with MPLA, then beat me with a whip when I said no. It was 
incredibly painful and went on for so long that he became exhausted and had to be 
replaced. I was bleeding all over. Finally, after what seemed like hours, I passed 
out. When I regained consciousness my whole body was swollen; my head ached and I 
was still bleeding. 

The next day I was returned to the office. They had gathered information about 
my Walvis Bay and student activities. This changed their attitude toward me 
somewhat; I can remember Texeira saying after the interrogation: 

"You are a man who is determined to do something but can really do nothing. 
You have an idea in your head which can't be released." 

They decided to get more information about me so I was left alone for a while. 
During this time I saw many prisoners tortured. The hole in my door gave me a good 
view of the interrogation office but sometimes they did it deliberately in front of 
me. They would beat a man unconscious, bring him into my cell and say "If you don't 
smarten up, we'll do the same to you." 

During this time, a young Portuguese officer came in, explaining that he had 
fought against the nationalist movements in northern Angola. He told me that the 
movements Kere completely divided and fighting among themselves. "Look," he said, 
"Angola is a country with many tribal differences and the people are illiterate. 
If the Portuguese left, there would be civil war." He also talked about the 
movement leaders, saying that Agostinho Neto, Amilcar Cabral and Sam Nujoma had 
been good =en ,,hen they started, but had been corrupted once they went abroad. 
These leaders, ~e claimed, were living with white prostitutes while the guerrillas 
were star,ir.;;: :.::: fr,e bush. Al though I knew little about these things, I did not 
believe hi=: a:::: t:..':ought he was just trying to convince me to either give him 
information or -::er.::u..,ce the liberation movements. I was given cigarettes and a 
week to thi:1k a·~:-,,:: gi\·ing information. They always tried to bribe me with my 
freedom, even c::::er:.-::;;: ::::e prostitutes and a good life in Luanda. But I never said 
anything; so the :::-:~re began again. 

One day they :::,: :e into a room I had not seen before. The walls and floor 
were stained with::::,.:; "-'c: a guard was holding a machine gun. As we entered the 
officer said this 1,2.s ::::: la.st chance to talk. I thought I was going to die and, you 
know, I was relieYec. = '"2d reached the point where the interrogations and torture 
had bec0111e too much. :: -.·as tireci, very tired and wanted it all to end. I preferred 
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to die. I was stood up against the 
concrete wall which was chipped with 
bullet holes. Again the PIDE officer 
asked me to name MPLA militants 
operating in the area, and again I 
remained silent. He only asked me once 
and then said, "All right, have it your 
way. You have five minutes to think it 
over, then you' 11 be shot." He left 
and I just stood there thinking my life 
was over. I was so tired, hungry and 
weak. When he returned, I just stared 
at him and said nothing. He got 
extremely angry and screamed to the 
others to get me out of his sight. Of 
course, the torture began anew, but 
nonetheless, I gained a little 
satisfaction from this incident. 

It was now August; I had been in 
prison for nearly two months. I was no 
longer beaten as much but saw many who 
were. One day they brought in a man 
accused of possessing a pistol. He was 
given an extremely vicious beating. 
When he collapsed, they would pick him 
up and start over. He was almost dead 
when they stopped. They dragged him 
over to my cell, opened the door and 
said, "Here, have some company." He 
was unconscious and in terrible shape. 
They beat him every day for four days, 
trying to make him talk. On the last 
day, they strung him up on the wall 
upside-down. He was crying while they 
beat him and I didn't think he could 
last. It was horrible. He looked over 
at me and said, "Ah, my brother, bye­
bye." His eyes turned up and I 
realized he was dead. I felt sickened 
by it. They left him hanging for two 
days, saying it was a lesson for me. 

This sort of thing happened 
continuously. When I think about it 
now, the torture of others was even more 
disturbing than my own. For they were 
not always men like myself. Many young 
boys and old men were beaten and killed. 
Once an old fellow was brought into my 
cell after having been beaten. PIDE 
agents asked him about MPLA and SWAPO. 
He was old and had had no contact with 
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the movements. But because he couldn't tell them what they wanted to know, they 
stripped him, took a knife and cut off his penis. He remained conscious and the pain 
must have been great. He knew he was going to die because he was losing so much 
blood. There was nothing I could do. I felt so helpless. After he died, they just 
put him into a bag and carried him away to throw him into the Cunene River as they 
did all their victims. 

I could not understand these PIDE officials lack of humanity. They seemed to 
do it for pleasure. Most were convinced that the Portuguese would remain in power, 
that the black majority would never throw them out, so they didn't worry about their 
crimes. I often thought about these people and the things they did. It was 
difficult to answer why these white people were killing Africans. Some, only 
charged with harmless civil crimes, were killed by the PIDE. The Portuguese 
rounded up whole towns, children, old men and women, for questioning and kept them 
for days without food. I could not understand this. I tried, but it was impossible. 
Why were they so fond of killing, why so brutal and inhuman? 

In February 1973, our cells were being painted, so thirty of us were taken to 
another cell in the center of the prison. As it turned out, the officers had left 
some bags of millet and twenty bottles of whisky in this cell. We waited until 
night and then started eating and drinking. Almost all of us got drunk and started 
shouting: "Come and take us out of this hell, you asses from Portugal"; "Go back 
to Portugal"; and so on. Then the police came in with guns and started to laugh, 
~aying they would shoot us if we didn't keep quiet. \I/hen they went away, we began 
to beat on the door; some of us were dancing and yelling more insults. In the 
morning troops came and we were asked who had been the first to drink. We said we 
didn't know and they started beating us with whips right there in the cell. Four 
people were killed by this beating. 

Later that month an eighteen-year-old boy was caught with a knife. PIDE 
officers brought him into my cell and explained that he was a terrorist. I was 
given a whip and told to beat him. Of course I did not beat him hard. So, one of 
the officers took the whip and said, "You must beat him like this." He beat me 
severely then gave me the whip again. This time I beat the boy until he collapsed. 
It was horrible; that night the boy was inhaling and exhaling extremely deeply and 
I feared he would die. 

Conditions in the cells were very bad. We got one meal a day, often just 
slopped on the floor. But the worst part was being alone. I tried to remember 
Kamati and our times in Walvis Bay or my parents and village. But my mind would 
get confused. It was quite miserable and I was afraid I was losing my mind. The 
loneliness was worse than the beating because you never got used to it, it kept 
getting harder each day. I never actually thought of taking my own life, but once 
or twice I wished that they had killed me. It would have been so much easier. 

Many people were killed in 1973. One night just as we were falling asleep, 
I heard loud noises. Two handcuffed Africans were being brought into the prison. 
Texeira was beating them with a kin and killed them right there. This thing went 
on and on. 

I began to lose my sight in December. When we were taken out for work one day, 
the first time in months, I noticed everything was blurred. I found a newspaper 
but could not read it. Later, I realized I couldn't see clearly through the hole in 
the door. I developed an ulcer that same year. Whenever I ate, the pain was 
intense. Only my occasional cigarettes made it feel a little better. 

Another comrade was put in my cell around this time. It was good to have 
company and, more, because my cell 1.•ate had only been imprisoned recently he was 
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able to give me information on the movements. He told me Guinea-Bissau was almost 
completely liberated and that FRELIMO was making tremendous advances in Mozambique. 
Whenever I came in contact with other prisoners we discussed these things. It 
helped us withstand the hardship to think we might be liberated soon. It gave us 
hope. 

The prison at Ondjiva opened its doors shortly after the Lisbon coup on 25 
April 1974. Several of the FIDE agents who did not irronediately leave the area were 
subsequently killed by the liberated prisoners and the enraged local population. 

On his release, Nehova looked Zike "a wild animal." Two years of hair and 
beard growth combined with a change in pigmentation due to malnutrition and Zack of 
sunlight (''My skin was almost yellow.") scared people off as he staggered out of the 
prison, barely able to walk. After recuperating at his parents' home for a few 
weeks, he returned to Ondjiva where he organized a network to help the hundreds of 
Namibians entering Angola reach Zambia. In late 1974, fearing South African raids 
into Angola, he too left for Zambia. 

This story was recorded as Nehova was waiting to receive medical treatment. 
He is still unable to read, his ulcer periodically erupts in bleeding, and his brain 
may have sustained permanent damage. But despite his horrific prison experiences, 
he remains a soft-spoken and sensitive person. His burning wish to join SWAPO's 
guerrilla forces stems more from his feeling that nobody should rest until Namibia 
is liberated than from a desire for individual revenge. When talking about the 
past, he struggled against the emotions that at times threatened to overwhelm us 
both; against the impact of memories he would rather bury, but which must be 
preserved to tell the full story of colonial oppression. Only once or twice did I 
see a spark of genuine hatred in his eyes as he related his treatment at the hands 
of the South African and FIDE butchers. 

Throughout our work Nehova kept reminding me that there are still hundreds of 
his comrades who today continue to suffer in the jails of the apartheid regime. It 
is to them that he has dedicated this story. 

(Recorded by Ole Gjerstad. Transcribed and edited by the collective effort of 
comrades at the LSM Information Center.) 
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Letter from Robben Island 

We publish here a Zetter recently received from a Namibian imprisoned by the South 
Africans on Robben Island, which exposes the harsh and inhuman treatment to which 
our jailed comrades are subjected. Many of our people have died or been irreparably 
injured at the hands of South African torturers and jailers. The recent trial of 
Aaron Mushimba and five others in Swakopmund was accompanied by the systematic and 
brutal torture of more than 200 Namibians detained with them under South Africa's 
Terrorism Act. South Africa's courts and prisons are weapons used against the 
Namibian people in their struggle for freedom. There is no possibility for a 
peaceful, and just 'solution' in Namibia while South African forces continue to 
arrest and torture our people and while there are Namibian poZiticaZ prisoners 
suffering in South Africa's jails. 

I am writing to you to tell you of 
our plight and to try to summarize the 
conditions prevailing at Robben Island, 
in the hope that you will be able to 
make these things known to the world. 
The South African regime spreads a lot 
of lies about this place, and we want 
you to broadcast the truth. 

LABOR 

We are forced to do the dirtiest and 
worst kinds of hard labor thought up by 
the Boers and designed to make life 
difficult and unbearable for us. For 
one year we were working at the 
"Bamboos" (it is a kind of seaweed) 
factory. Some of us were drawing the 
"Bamboos" from the sea, while others 
carried them to the factory. After they 
dry they are milled, put into bags, and 
exported to the United States, through 
San Francisco; to Japan, through 
Yokohama; and to France, through 
Marseilles. We were forced to produce 
up to 40 bags a day, each weighing 200 
kg. We understand from a reliable 
source that these imperialist powers -
who are now sucking the last drops of 
blood of the prisoners - are producing 
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about 26 different products from these 
"Bamboos" - including jelly and perfume. 

The factory where we were milling 
the "Bamboos" was full of dust from the 
machines. A doctor established that the 
dust is dangerous and injurious to the 
lungs and throat. The "equipment" we 
were given for protection against the 
dust was of the poorest quality, and 
didn't even serve its purpose. In 
November 1975 we decided to go on strike, 
since they had constructed an enclosure 
which was accessible to the dust coming 
from the machine, and forced us to chop 
the "Bamboos" in that enclosure. The 
strike was successful in a sense, for 
they replaced us with common law 
prisoners, who have their jail about one 
kilometer from ours. Early this year 
the Boers tried us for this: they found 
us 'guilty' and punished us. 

Comrades also have to work on the 
lime quarry, which is about 80 meters 
long and 40-50 meters wide. Its depth 
is approximately 10-15 meters! The 
surface is hard like a stone, but we are 
forced, violently, to break it with picks. 
Often the lime is not needed, and they throw 
it into the sea. If you were to visit 
Robben Island and to see the lime 



Herman ja Toivo, co-founder 
of SWAPO, imprisoned on Robben 
Island since 1968 / Namibia 
News 

quarries dug by human strength, you 
would certainly not believe your eyes. 
We also have to break stones, for gravel. 

South Africa always tries to make 
visitors to the Island believe that hard 
labor does not exist there. They do 
this by concealing the existence of the 
quarries and wood camps; by giving those 
who work in these places other kinds of 
work to do whenever they have a visitor 
from abroad; and by giving deceptive 
explanations as to why people are 
working in such places. 

MEDICAL TREATMENT 

There is in fact a place called the 
''hospital" but is one only in name, for 
people do not get proper treatment there. 
The "doctors" who visit the Island are 
quacks: comrades are often given wrong 
tablets and medicines. Or the officers 
see to it that we don't get the tablets 
at all. We have put this matter on many 
occasions to the International Red Cross, 
but the Boers explain it away, and our 
complaints only intensify our maltreat­
ment. Sometimes those who are ill and 
need urgently to be in hospital are put 
in isolation cells and receive no 
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medical attention. 
The following comrades lost their 

lives or parts of their bodies because 
they were not given proper medical 
attention by the Boer doctors: 

Erasmus Kapolo had an abcess of the 
gum while in detention in Pretoria from 
1966. The doctor extracted his tooth 
without anaesthetic, and when the abcess 
got worse and he asked for further 
treatment, he was given electric shock 
torture. A few days later, in 1967, he 
died. 

Angula Shoonyeka was wounded during 
the capture at Ongulumbashe, but had 
recovered by the time he was taken to 
Pretoria. There the Security Police 
tortured and murdered him. They hung his 
body in his cell and said he had 
committed suicide. Two or three days 
before his death, on 9 October 1966, he 
told one of his comrades that he had 
been beaten and was going to be taken 
back to the torture chamber. 

Festus Nehale had an incomplete rectum 
operation and was returned to the section 
only three days after the operation. The 
surgeon had not sewn him up properly, and 
comrade Nehale was so weak that the 
comrades had to wash him and support him. 
On 8 March 1970, a few days after the 
Boers had finally taken him to the local 
'hospital,' comrade Nehale died. 

Petrus Nilenge died on 4 March 1974, 
from TB. He had been taken to Cape Town 
for treatment, but returned in a worse 
condition. The back of his head swelled 
up, and he partly lost the power of 
speech. All the time until his death he 
was kept in isolation in the hospital -
we were not allowed to-see him. The 
Boers refused to admit for about 20 days 
after his death that he had died - they 
said they had released him. 

John Shiponeni's knee was injured by 
by the Boer torturers in Pretoria. One 
day on the Island he stumbled in the 
lime quarry and further damaged it. He 
was refused treatment for a month, then 
taken to Cape Town where his leg was 
amputated, without his knowledge 
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or consent. They told him he had cancer 
and there was nothing they could do to 
save his leg. He now stays permanently 
in the 'hospital.' 

Nghidipo Haufiki has high blood 
pressure; so does Sakeus Itika; Lazarus 
Sakaria has TB; Jonas Shimweefeleni has 
kidney trouble, the doctors have on 
numerous occasions recommended that he 
be released, but this request has been 
refused by the South African regime. 

STUDY 

Study on Robben Island is a privilege 
which the Boers may take away or 
suspend whenever it pleases them. 
Books are taken away from us soon 
after we receive them; those who take 
examinations never pass them, no 
matter how hard they work. It is very 
expensive to study - the greedy 
capitalist college owners are 
squeezing prisoners dry. There is a 
library, but we are only allowed to 
visit it at intervals of months, if at 
all. When we are sent books by the 
Red Cross or other international 
organizations, they simply do not 
reach us. 

PUNISHMENTS 

The comrades are punished every day by 
the Boers to destroy their psycho­
logical resistance. But brutality 
only helps to toughen the comrades. 
There is a "court" conducted by the 
Boer warders to punish us. If you are 
found "guilty," you are sent to 
isolation cells for 20-30 days, where 
you undergo a dietary punishment 
called "spare diet": for breakfast 
you get mealie-meal in hot water 
without salt; for lunch you get a 
beaker of soup without salt; dinner is 
the same as breakfast. 

Maltreatment is an everyday thing. 
We are assaulted by warders and 
officers alike, then left in isolation 
cells until we no longer bear the 
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marks, then taken to the hospital so 
the doctors can 'prove' we have not 
been beaten. Sometimes they come and 
beat us up with handles in the night. 

FOOD 

The food is very unwholesome. For 
breakfast one gets porridge; for lunch 
- mealies; for dinner - porridge, with 
a tiny piece of meat or fish. "Coffee" 
is made from roasted mealie-meal and 
tastes terrible. Because of the poor 
food and brackish water, more than 3/4 
of the prisoners suffer from high 
blood pressure. 

LETTERS AND VISITORS 

We are allowed to write one letter a 
month, and receive one a month; if one 
has no visitor that month, one can 
write and receive two letters. The 
letters take months to reach us; they 
are censored and mutilated. 
Sometimes one only receives the name 
and address of the person who wrote 
the letter - the contents have been 
cut out. Our letters are also 
censored. 

We are not allowed to have 
contact-visits, or even to shake hands 
with our visitors. We have to speak 
through a glass panel about 40 sq. cm., 
so that we cannot even see each other 
clearly. The visit lasts 30 minutes -
once a month - and the Security Police 
are present and tape our 
conversations. 

GENERAL 

There are no beds - we have to sleep on 
hard sisal mats. Sometimes the cement 
is so cold that one cannot sleep and has 
to spend the night awake. 

Comrades Ja Toivo, Mandela, Sisulu, 
and 37 other South Africans are kept in 
isolation in what the Boers call "single 
cells" (in order to deceive the 
international bodies which visit the 
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Islands). They are very tiny. 
On days when there is no work we 

are locked up the whole day and only 
given a few minutes outside the cells. 

The Boers treat us here worse than 
they would treat dogs. They try to 
subdue and frighten us. But we are 
determined and resolved never to cringe 
before the Boers. We will continue to 
resist until the day of victory. We are 
prepared to be killed rather than to go 
over to the enemy's side. 

Rumors have been circulating 
recently that comrade Ja Toivo and some 
others are to be released so that they 
can participate in the Turnhalle. This 
is only South African propaganda aimed 
at dividing our People's Movement. The 
Namibians on Robben Island have 
discussed this issue several times. One 
of our main decisions was that we will 

never talk to the South African regime 
because we are in prison and the South 
Africans are quite aware of the fact 
that we don't get any news about what 
is going on outside prison walls. We 
have no newspapers or radios. We also 
feel we have nothing to negotiate with 
the South African regime, since it was 
given the Mandate to administer Namibia 
without consultation with the Namibian 
people. 

I feel that South Africa will only 
transfer us to Namibia when international 
pressure and the effect of our political 
and armed struggle have become unbearable 
- that is when South Africa will be 
completely defeated. 

Reprinted from NAMIBIA NEWS, Vol. 9, No. 
9, September 1976. 
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Defeating the Enemy's Maneuvers 
This Interview with President Sam Nujoma was recorded by LSM 
in New York on September 29, 1976. 

COMRADE NUJOMA, THE VICTORIES OF THE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS IN ANGOLA AND MOZAMBIQUE 
HAVE CHANGED THE OVERALL BALANCE OF FORCES IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. WHAT HAS BEEN THE 
IMPACT OF THIS NEW SITUATION ON THE NAMIBIAN PEOPLE'S STRUGGLE? 

The independence of Angola and Mozambique has meant a great advance for our own struggle. 
Our enemy, racist South Africa, now borders a revolutionary Mozambique in the East, 
while our access to Angola's long border with Namibia puts us in a stronger position 
to attack the enemy. Also, the illegal white minority government in Zimbabwe has 
become vulnerable and economically weakened. FRELIMO's closing of its border and 
rail line to the landlocked Smith regime leaves only the more difficult and expensive 
trade route through South Africa for Rhodesian goods. 

Our enemy is shaken and the situation is now very favorable to the liberation 
movements. We in SWAPO have made great progress. We will continue to intensify the 
struggle until the enemy is forced to negotiate and surrender power to the African 
majority in Namibia, in Zimbabwe, and later on in South Africa itself. 

US Imperialist Strategy 

YOU HA VE JUST HAD A MEETING WITH KISSINGER. WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE STRATEGY BEHIND 
HIS SOUTHERN AFRICA DIPLOMACY CAMPAIGN? 

There are two factors involved. First, the United States has realized that in southern 
Africa the forces of racism, fascism and colonialism can no longer hold back the tide 
of liberation, so now Washington is pretending to identify with the interests of the 
oppressed peoples of southern Africa. 

Secondly, the US would like to ensure its strategic interests by encouraging 
the formation of new governments in Zimbabwe and Namibia which would be securely under 
its influence. But the actual working out of a strategy remains to be seen. When the 
existing order can no longer survive, we will see where the US stands; behind the 
minority racist regimes or with the struggling people of Namibia and southern Africa. 

IS KISSINGER TRYING TO OFFER CONCESSIONS TO SWAPO SO THAT YOU WOULD ENTER INTO SOUTH 
AFRICA 1S TURNHALLE CONSTITUTIONAL TALKS, WHICH ARE SUPPOSEDLY WORKING OUT ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR INDEPENDENCE? 

SWAPO will never participate in these tribalist constitutional talks. We have rejected 
and condemned this whole scheme. When the talks began last year, the people 
demonstrated and rallied against them throughout the country. 

No, we impressed upon the Secretary of State that he should pressure South Africa 
to negotiate directly with SWAPO under UN supervision, We insisted that all political 
prisoners, including Herman Toivo ja Toivo, a founding member of SWAPO, must be 
released. Death sentences imposed on SWAPO patriots must be commuted. We included 
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allNamibian patriots who de!lland an endto the illegaloc~up.a.tion of our country, not 
just members of SWAPo.. We made it clear to Kissinge.r that if yorster wants to bring 
the tribal clliefs iilvohr:ed .in .the Turnha.lle. talks into negbtiati.ons .with SWAPO, . these 

··.··. chiefs must sit with .t.tie. South.Africans, because we w:i,11.Jl◊t allow them to· sit with 
•·.· the Namibian delegation. 

The participants of these so-called constitutional tall<s were hand-picked by 
South Africa. Some of them are not even traditional chiefs in the true sense, .but 
are elements who have been working either as policemen or interpretefs at the colonial 
offices. These puppets lill'."e very unpop-qlJ:Lr. In fact, South African troops must guard 

them, as some have been attacked and even .killed by the people. Weundersfand that 
some of this Turnhalle crowd are now tn New York, being accomodated by the rich 
Americans who eJcploit the natural wealth and slave-,cheap labor of our c:ountry. Last 
year when the puppets came .. here there were demonstrations, so i:iow theyare keeping 
out of sight. 

Just what kind of independence does South Africa have planned for our country? 
Repression and militarization in Namibia are increasing. All repressive laws have 
be.en left intact, including pass laws an<l the notorious Terrorism Act. There is a 
State of Emergency in the northern regions and last April martial law was imposed on 
the entire country. 

In other, former colonial situations - for instance in Zambia, Tanzania or even 
Botswana - a climate of peace prevailed when there were negotiations between the 
people and the colonial authority, Military and police repression were reduced and 
political prisoners, particularly the leaders of the people, were released so that 
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they could participate in the talks. 
In our case, the situation is going from bad to worse. We are convinced that 

Vorster's constitutional talks are a stalling tactic so that he can strengthen and 
consolidate his military position in Namibia and impose his Bantustan scheme of 
"separate development." With the creation of tribal mini-states, Vorster will be in 
a position to manipulate and control them from Pretoria. 

South Africa's Military Build-Up 

WHAT HAS BEEN THE SCOPE OF SOUTH AFRICA'S GROWING MILITARIZATION IN NAMIBIA OVER THIS 
PAST YEAR? HAS IT IMPEDED PLAN'S ABILITY TO WAGE THE ARMED STRUGGLE? 

PLAN has not been prevented from entering the country. Our forces have been able to 
penetrate deep inside and score victory after victory over the South African forces. 
We are now operating in the central region and have even attacked in Windhoek. 
Einfhork, Okahandja, Omaruru, Otjiwarongo, Otavi - all these areas have been under 
attack by our guerrillas. The enemy can move only by helicopter and, if by road, only 
in big battalions with air cover. 

In response to our successes, the enemy has turned Namibia into a police state 
and begun a massive military buildup which has reached alarming proportions. For 
instance, the main Namibian military base at Grootfontein has been greatly enlarged. 
It now contains more than fifteen battalions and airforce support units, and supplies 
the entire northern and central regions of Namibia. War materials are received direct 
from Pretoria by air, road and railway. The South Africans have many other bases for 
launching their aggression - at Epupa, Ruacana, Ohopoho, Omahenene, Okalongo, Oshakati, 
Ondangua, Onuno, Enana, Nkongo, Hauwanga, Kwangari, Runtu, Andara, Mbwabata, Singalamwe, 
and Katima Mulilo. These form a northern belt stretching from the Atlantic along the 
Angolan-Namibian border to the Zambezi River. 

There are also major bases and training centers at Keetmanshoop in the South, 
Walvis Bay in the West, Windhoek in the central region, Gobabis in the East, and Tsumeb 
and Outjo in the immediate North. A former teacher's training college at Okahandja in 
the central region has now been converted into a military training camp for a puppet 
African army. This puppet force is intended to help impose South Africa's sham 
independence scheme. 

More than 50,000 troops are now permanently stationed inside Namibia and they are 
being reinforced daily from South Africa. After their defeat by MPLA forces in Angola, 
the South African troops retreated to Namibia. With them they brought some 15,000 
counter-revolutionaries of FNLA and UNITA. Remember the so-called "refugees" the 
South Africans were reportedly holding as "hostages" somewhere in southern Angola? 
These reactionaries are now being trained in Namibia and sent into Angola to carry 
out sabotage activities. Many mercenaries are also coming in to join the South 
Africans. Three weeks ago a South African soldier was captured by the MPLA almost 
100 miles inside Angola. He was bringing arms to FNLA saboteurs. 

The situation is now very critical. It is well-known that from Namibia, South 
African troops are violating Angola's territorial integrity and also its air space. 
And in July the South Africans attacked a Zambian village not far from the Caprivi 
Strip. Our country is being used as a base of aggression against the neighboring 
African states. 

COULD YOU TELL US ABOUT THE SOUTH AFRICAN OFFENSIVE "OPERATION COBRA 11? 

Operation Cobra is being carried out by the South African troops stationed along the 
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Angolan-Namibian border. A "free-fire" zone has been created along the entire northern 
border. They intended to make this zone 50 kilometers deep but failed to dislocate 
all the population, so only a strip a few kilometers wide has been established. They 
are now in the area between the Cunene and Okavango Rivers, but the rainy season will 
soon prevent them from completing the zone. Nevertheless, communities have been uprooted 
and tens of thousands of families taken to concentration camps. Villages have been 
destroyed, crops have been burned and livestock has been confiscated and slaughtered 
by South African troops. These atrocities have been attested to by defectors from the 
South African army. 

Also in this ''buffer zone," the enemy is planting a very poisonous plant called 
''Mexican sisal." Just touching this plant causes a big wound around which the flesh 
is eaten away bit by bit, never healing, until one dies. Foreign speicalists have 
been brought in to plant the sisal and create dams to provide water.for it. We've 
encountered mercenaries from Germany and Britain working on this project. If they 
succeed by the rainy season. in December, the plant will grow and become dangerous. 
We've countered this scheme with heavy attacks on the enemy forces working in these 
areas. 

Israeli counter-insurgency experts are also helping the South Africans in their 
current operations by supplying Israeli arms and training the South Africans to use 
these weapons. 

LAST YEAR, COMRADE NGANJONE INDICATED THAT SWAPO WAS MOVING FROM GUERRILLA WARFARE TO 
SEMI-REGULAR WARFARE: FOR EXAMPLE, PLAN UNITS WOULD PERIODICALLY GATHER INTO DETACHMENTS 
OF 100 TO 136 FIGHTERS TO ATTACK AN ENEMY CAMP. WHAT PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE TOWARD 
THIS NEW MILITARY PRACTICE? 

In a struggle like ours we usually don't engage in conventional warfare,<because we 
lack the necessary arms and ammunition. Guerrilla warfare remains our most effective 
means to fight with limited arms. We attack by surprise, and retreat without spending 
a lot of ammunition in long battles. As you knpw, most African countries don't 
manufacture armaments, so the weaponry we obtain comes.from friendly countries overseas. 
This situation is difficult for us because it takes a long time to transport these 
arms from the port of Dar es-Salaam to our country via Zambia. 

On several occasions, however, we have fought with semi-conventional warfare 
and have also begun to form battalions. During the past year when South African 
troops invaded Angola by the thousands, we were compelled to wage conventional warfare. 
Still, we generally have to use guerrilla tactics because we Jo not have the abundant 
supplies and quick transport that the enemy has. We must carry all war material on 
our shoulders. · 

WHAT EXPERIENCES DID YOU HAVE WHEN YOU WERE .FORCED TO OPEB.ATE AI,ONG MORE CONVENTIONAL 
LINES? 

It was extremely difficult because we had limited ammunition, but using correct tactics 
we were successful. For example, in a battle in the eastern region we attacked the 
enemy from different angles. The enemy became confused, thinking that we were a large 
group, and retreated. As they withdrew, ·other comrades attacked from another side, so 
they thought the guerrillas were everywhere. They called in helicopters ·and we shot 
down three in this one battle. Another time in the northern region-, two helicopters 
and two aircraft were shot down. The enemy claimed that SWAPO is now fighting with 
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Russian ground-to-a.ir missiles, but in fact we shot them down with rifles and regular 
anti-aircraft weapons. 

. THE BOURGEOIS MEDIA HAS BE-eN TALKING A LOT<ABOUT AN "INTERNAl/1 AN}) AN ''fi;XTERNAL" WIJ!IG 
OF SWAPO. ALSO YOUR PRESS STAT'EMENTS HAVE ANNOUNCED THAT SOME SWAPO MEMBERS WERE 
RECENTLY. EXPELLED. COULD YOU ELABORATE ON THIS? 

The racist regime of South Africa and its imperialist allies have tried to create the 
impression that there is a SWAPO "internal wing" and even claimed that our comrades 
inside were ready to participate in the tribal constitutional talks. This is a lie 
and an attempt to create confusion among the rank-and-file militants. 

In May this year, the SWAPO Congress held inside Namibia condemned and rejected 
any participation in the Turnhalle talks. The Congress also upheld the preconditions 
for negotiationswith;racist South Africa which were originally issued by our 
provisional headquarters llnd sent to our leader.ship inside. the country. I think this 
demonstrates clearly that SWAPO is one united movement. Of. course,. Vorster w.is very 
angry when he heard that the Congress had condemned the talks and re-elected the 
SWAPO leadership as well. 

The party has expelled some counter-revoh1tionary agents planted within .the rank 
and file, who were discovered before they could do any damage. This was p.i-rt of.a 
plot to destroy SWAPO from within, after which these agents would have joined the 
constitutional talks. The counter-revolutionaries were.confusing people with 
unfounded allegations. They tried t() magnify and exploitsome of our real material 
problems. For instance, when there was a shortage of arms ~d aJllllltmiti.on, they w<>Uld 
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say that these supplies were being buried somewhere by the commanders, who, for some 
reason, didn't want to supply the cadres with up-to-date armaments. When there were 
shortages of food, which is a normal part of our struggle, they would blame leadership. 
Usually essential supplies, medicines and so on, do reach the militants. But in the 
bush we cannot expect the party to supply us with anything. It is instead the duty 
of the guerrilla commander to plan how to get food and supply his cadres. In this 
kind of people's war, our fighters must become self-reliant. 

South Africa was behind this plot. Agents were trained in South Africa for four 
to five years, and then sent to disrupt our movement. They were planted among the 
refugees who left the country in 1974. Others living in exile abroad who worked with 
the party were also part of the plot. The South African embassy in London provided 
the funds and West Germany funnelled the money to these agents through its embassy in 
Lusaka. 

This was our first experience with this kind of conspiracy, but we were not 
surprised. We know that we must be vigilant to enemy attacks from within. 

SO THE SITUATION NOW IS THAT UNITY HAS BEEN CONSOLIDATED? 

There has always been unity in SWAPO. There have been no splits or divisions. We 
admit that we were infiltrated by enemy agents who tried to disruption within our 
party. But these counter-revolutionaries have been thoroughly dealt with and we 
continue to be on our guard. 

THIS PAST YEAR SWAPO HELD A CONGRESS INSIDE NAMIBIA AND LATER CONVENED AN EXPANDED 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING. WHAT WERE THE MAIN ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THESE MEETINGS? 

It was a great achievement that our colleagues, under such difficult conditions, were 
able to hold a Congress at Walvis Bay, so close under the guns of South African 
repression. We reject the South African scheme to make Walvis Bay a "free port" like 
Hong Kong. This is why the Congress was held in Walvis Bay, to show that it is an 
integral part of Namibia. During the Congress it was necessary for our party to review 
the new situation now prevailing in southern Africa since the liberation of Angola and 
Mozambique. We also needed to streamline our movement to more effectively carry out 
the struggle militarily, politically and diplomatically. 

The August Central Committee meeting was attended by SWAPO representatives from 
abroad, PLAN commanders and all Central Committee members. We fully endorsed the re­
election of SWAPO leaders and the program adopted at the Congress for political action 
within the country. 

Looking to the future, we are confident that SWAPO will soon be in a position to 
seize power and dislodge the forces of racism, colonialism, and imperialism from 
Namibian soil. 
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PLAN Actions 

SWAPO militant/ SWAPO 

SWAPO's representative in Luanda, 
Angola, Homateni Kaluenja, member of 
the Movement's Executive Committee, 
announced in October, 1976 the 
following actions by the People's 
Liberation Army of Namibia: 

* 15 August: A unit of PLAN militants 
ambushed a patrol of the South African 
army near Onamutune in northern Namibia. 
Ten enemy soldiers were killed, a 
military vehicle destroyed and a large 
quantity of arms and ammunition 
captured. 

* 23 August: A South African armed 
personnel carrier (APC) set off a mine 
in the region of Onambutu, northern 
Namibia. The estimated thirty troops 
in the vehicle were all killed. 

* 25 August: PLAN combatants 
destroyed a South African ''llnimog" 
army truck in the Ombaladila area, 
eliminating all its occupants .. 

* 27 August: Another South African army truck was ambushed and destroyed in the 
Onambutu region, resulting in twenty enemy troops dead and wounded. 

* Mid-September: PLAN combatants, using heavy weaponry, attacked a South African 
army camp at Onumda in northern Namibia. After four days bombardment and suffering 
heavy losses, the enemy abandoned the camp. 

* 20 September: Five South African troops were killed when their unit was ambushed 
by PLAN guerrillas. A quantity of French, Belgian and British-made weapons were 
captured together with an American-made "Telmar SSB-404" radio transmitter. 

Two PLAN militants were killed and seven wounded in the above actions. A selection 
of the captured arms and equipment was shown to journalists at SWAPO's Luanda 
office. On the same occasion Comrade Kaluenja denounced the use of Israeli 
mercenaries by the South African army as an "act of aggression against our people." 

(From Tempo Magazine, Maputo, No. 315 - 17 October 1976) 

56 

-----------···---- ·-----------

Day O' 
An Inside S 

South Afl 
Manchesti 

interrogated 
I saw the tr 
before they 
beating. 

Wheneve 
behind, a er 
the screams. 
well after m 
electric sho 
that this wa 

I saw t 
were stuffed 
until they c 
who struggle 

I ofte11 
folded. Son 

All su~ 



n Luanda, 
a, member of 
Committee, 

76 the 
People's 

ia: 

PLAN mi 1i tan ts 
South African 

orthern Namibia. 
killed, a 
ed and a large 
unition 

frican armed 
set off a mine 
u, northern 
thirty troops 
killed. 

atants 
n "Unimog" 
dila area, 
pants .. 

:oyed in the 

,outh African 
: and suffering 

Lt was ambushed 
1eapons were 
~i tter. 

A selection 
's Luanda 
[sraeli 
;t our people." 

Day of the Cobra 
An Inside Story of South African Terrorism 

South African soldier Bill Anderson/ 
Manchester Guardian 

As a soldier of the South African army, 
Bill Anderson was witness to many of the 
inhuman methods employed by South Africa 
in its "Operation Cobra, 11 the massive 
security sweep of Namibia's northern 
border area, referred to elsewhere in 
this issue of LSM NEWS. Here is part 
of his story: 

My name is Bill Anderson. I was born 
in Cape Town in 1955 and I was called 
up into the 6th Battalion, South African 
Infantry (SAI), on July 2, 1975. I did 
my basic training at Grahamstown. My 
number was 7153773 BA and I served on 
operations in a HQ platoon. 

Our battalion covered about 
200 square kilometers up to the border. 
We had helicopter support, based with 
a paratroop battalion at Ondongwa. 
This was all known as Operation Cobra. 
Our patrols, which were on foot, usually 
lasted about three days. Torture began 
almost at once when the suspects were 
brought back. The first few were 

interrogated by a section of 10 South African police inside the tent of battalion HQ. 
I saw the troops beating the suspects with rifles and fists and kicks for two hours 
before they were taken into the tent. All the troops were welcome to join in the 
beating. 

Whenever torture was going on, either in battalion HQ or in the open space 
behind, a crowd would gather to watch. I would not watch but every night I heard 
the screams. Torture would begin at about 9 p.m. The screams would go on until 
well after midnight. Officers boasted in front of me of using field telephones for 
electric shock torture to the genitals, nipples, and ears. It was common knowledge 
that this was being done. 

I saw two suspects given water torture at the camp near Inahna. Their heads 
were stuffed into an ordinary iron bucket full of water and they were held under 
until they ceased to struggle. It lasted a good minute. I saw one large suspect 
who struggled so that five men had to hold him into the bucket. 

I often saw young boys being roughly manhandled and kicked. They were blind­
folded. Some were about 13 and some a little older. 

All suspects were blindfolded and beaten when brought in. The conditions they 



were kept in were appalling. They were 
handcuffed to trees at night. Some were 
kept in pits. It was winter and very 
cold, approaching freezing point at 
night. Suspects were handcuffed to 
trees, dressed only in loincloths and 
drenched in cold water. 

I was the cook and the only food I 
know they were given was scraps once a 
day which were piled in a big bin. On 
the average, they were interrogated by 
our battalion for two days before being 
'coptered back to Ondongwa. 

Early in June the five battalions 
mounted a joint operation, sweeping in 
to the center. My battalion swept down 
from near the border, while other 
battalions moved in from the flanks 
toward a stop battalion in the South. 
My battalion swept 100 sq km, with one 
section per kilometer, moving one km a 
day. Every male over the age of 
puberty was brought in. The orders were 
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to kill those who ran and arrest those 
who did not run. All the arrested men 
were beaten, tortured, and interrogated 
without exception. They were then taken 
to Ondongwa. 

Our battalion captured between 200 
and 300 men, and the other battalions 
captured a similar number, I believe. 
Of the 1,000 or so detained men, we were 
later told that 40 were to be charged 
terrorism offences. All went to 
Ondongwa where those not charged were 
ordered to fill sandbags endlessly while 
soldiers emptied them and ordered the 
men to fill the bags again. They filled 
the bags with their bare hands. 

Reprinted from the Gua:l'dian (London) 
September 5, 1976. 
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Unity and Vigilance 
Let Us Intensify the Struggle 
Declaration of the South West Africa People's Organization 
Central Committee Meeting July 28 to August 1, 1976 Lusaka, Zambia 

1. The colonial, illegal occupation of Namibia by the Hitlerite Vorster regime is 
continuing to menace our people and denude our country of its natural resources. 

2. This state of affairs prevails in our country because of the enormous military, 
economic and political assistance that certain recalcitrant Western powers furnish 
to the occupation regime. 

3. The situation is further aggravated by the ever increasing militarization and 
simultaneous balkanization of our land by the enemy forces. 

4. An explosive new element has been injected intJ the already dangerous situation 
in southern Africa and that element is the widening nuclear cooperation agreements 
between certain capitalist countries an~ their multinational corporations and 
racist South Africa. 

5. Then there are political maneuvers, bribery, intrigues, sabotage, intimidation 
and blackmail used by the enemy and its allies inside Namibia and abroad to deflect 
the national resistance of our oppressed masses and placate the mounting, 
antagonistic international condemnation and rejection of fascism in Namibia together 
with global imperialist military, politico-economic and strategic domination. 

6. The Central Committee vehemently condemns the militarization and bantustanization 
of Namibia by the South African regime and the use of Namibia by this regime to 
commit aggression against neighboring countries, namely Angola and Zambia. 

7. The Central Committee further condemns with the same vehemence all laws, policies 
and practices of the occupying regime aimed at destroying the unity of our people as 
a nation and isolating our communities from one another on an ethnic basis. 

8. Moreover, the Central Committee urges all progressive and peace-loving forces of 
the world to join with us in exposing and condemning nuclear cooperation agreements 
and other strategic security arrangements between racist South Africa and certain 
Western countries, especially West Germany, France, Britain, USA and Japan. 

9 •. Furthermore, the Central Committee resolutely denounces and rejects all political 
maneuvers and other sinister schemes currently being hashed out by South Africa and 
her agents, e.g. Turnhalle Tribal talks, to impose a puppet, neocolonial regime in 
Namibia. 

10. SWAPO's preconditions on talks regarding the transfer of power to the people of 
Namibia through their legitimate and authentic representatives are well-known. The 

59 



Central Committee now reaffirms that SWAPO of Namibia is the sole instrument for 
genuine change in our country. Therefore, any arrangement for peaceful change there 
must, of necessity, take place between the occupying regime and SWAPO. SWAPO 
already enjoys overwhelming support inside our country and the world over and has 
therefore been accorded rightful recognition as the Government of Namibia in making. 

11. The Central Committee urges all Namibian patriots to maintain unity and 
vigilance, and to intensify on all fronts the struggle for the national liberation 
of Namibia. 

12. The Central Committee proudly salutes the heroic combatants of the People's 
Liberation Army of Namibia (PLAN), the military wing of the Party, for the victories 
and successes scored during the past ten years of the armed struggle and exhorts 
them to score even more victories as we mark the 10th anniversary of our armed 
struggle. 

13. Equally the Central Committee pays tribute to our comrades and compatriots who 
have fallen, those injured, and those languishing in enemy jails, concentration 
camps, detentions and restrictions, as well as those illegally condemned to death, 
namely comrades Aaron Muchimba and Hendrik Shikongo. 

14. The Central Committee endorses the resolutions and decisions of the Walvis Bay 
Congress of SWAPO, held between May 27 and 29, 1976. 

15. The Central Committee declares our revolutionary solidarity with all the 
fraternal liberation movements: ANG (South Africa), ANG (Zimbabwe), Polisario (West 
Sahara), so-called French Somaliland, PLO (Palestine), and others in Africa, Asia 
and Latin America. 

16. The Central Committee expresses its appreciation and gratitude to the frontline 
states, viz. Angola, Botswana, Mozambique, Tanzania and Zambia, for their continued 
actjve and concrete support to our movement on their own behalf and in the name of 
the Organization of African Unity. 

17. The Central Committee further expresses its appreciation and gratitude to the 
OAU member states for their consistent support, bilaterally and through the OAU 
Liberation Committee. 

18. The Central Committee also thanks all the socialist countries for their generous 
concrete assistance and support to our people's struggle through our Movement, 
especially USSR, China, GDR, Yugoslavia, Romania, Hungary, Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Bulgaria, DPR Korea, Vietnam, Cuba. 

19. The Central Committee takes this opportunity to reaffirm its full support of 
the cooperation with the UN Council for Namibia and all other organs of the United 
Nations system. 

20. The Central Committee wishes to express particular appreciation and thanks to 
Nordic countries, especially Sweden, and to Holland, for their whole-hearted 
assistance in humanitarian needs. Similarly, we welcome and appreciate the 
effective role being played by solidarity organizations, progressive groups and 
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Extracts from 
Revised SWAPO Constitution 
Adopted by the Central Committee, July 28 to August 1, 1976 

Definition 

SWAPO is a national liberation movement rallying together, on the basis of free 
and voluntary association, all freedom-inspired sons and daughters of the 
Namibian people. It is the organized political vanguard of the oppressed and 
exploited people of Namibia. In fulfilling its vanguard role, SWAPO organizes, 
unites, inspires, orients and leads the broad masses of working Namibian people 
in the struggle for national and social liberation. It is thus the expression 
and embodiment of national unity, of a whole people united and organized in 
the struggle for total independence and social liberation. 

Aims and Objectives 

A. Preamble 

1) Whereas Namibia is still under foreign domination; 
2) Whereas the Namibian people's inalienable and imprescriptible right to 
self-determination and national independence is denied; 
3) Whereas the occupying colonial power persists in its refusal to 
unconditionally withdraw all its repressive military and police forces and 
its administration from Namibia; 
4) Whereas the occupying regime persists in its efforts to consolidate its 
illegal occupation by intensified repression and the fragmentation of 
Namibia into bantustans; and 
5) Whereas the regime continues to disregard the Namibian people's deep 
yearning for freedom; 

8. Now, Therefore Do Declare the Basic Aims and Objectives of SWAPO as Follow: 

1) To fight relentlessly for the immediate and total liberation of Namibia 
from colonial and imperialist occupation; 
2) To unite all the people of Namibia, irrespective of race, religion, sex 
or ethnic origin, into a cohesive, representative, national political entity; 

62 

3) To foster 
and collectiv 
4) To combat 
sexism and rE 
5) To coopen 
liberation me 
towards comp: 
6) To establ: 
upon the wil 
7) To ensure 
over the mea 
facilitates 
8) To work t 
classless so 
9) To ensure 
with other s 
10) To see t 
peace- lovin~ 

Membership 

Membership c 

and objecti· 



1976 

,is of free 
f the 
essed and 
organizes, 

Jian people 
expression 
ized in 

il.t to 

es and 

te its 
f 

eep 

1 as Follow: 

amibia 

n, sex 
1 entity; 

3) To foster a spirit of national consciousness or a sense of common purpose 
and collective destiny among the people of Namibia; 
4) To combat all reactionary tendencies of individualism, tribalism, racism, 
sexism and regionalism; 
5) To cooperate to the fullest extent with all the genuine national 
liberation movements, organizations and individuals throughout the world 
towards complete elimination of the colonial system of imperialism; 
6) To establish in Namibia a demo.cratic and secular government founded 
upon the will and participation of all the Namibian people; 
7) To ensure that the people's government exercises effective control 
over the means of production and distribution and pursues a policy which 
facilitates the way to social ownership of all the resources of the country; 
8) To work towards the creation of a non-exploitative and non-oppressive 
classless society; 
9) To ensure that a people's government in an independent Namibia cooperates 
with other states in Africa in bringing about African unity; 
10) To see that the people's government works in close cooperation with all 
peace-loving states towards world peace and security. 

Membership 

Membership of SWAPO shall be open to every Namibian who accepts the aims 
and objectives as set out above. 
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Political Program of SWAPO 
Adopted by the Central Committee 
during its enlarged meeting July 28 to August 1, 1976 

,lopment of SWAPO up to the present time can be discussed in terms 
, .. ttages and their respective tasks. First, the fundamental question 
the Namibian people during the latter half of the 1950's was the 
a political organization or a party which was capable of providing 
organizational framework through which the spontaneous and 
onial activities which characterized that period could be given 
expression. Prior to the formation of SWAPO, there were 

2@ ti-colonial activities which were expressed in the form of localized 
strikes olonial rule and individual petitionings to the United Nations 
conl2eitii uth African racist oppression in Namibia. It was realized then 
th/tt.i)'he{e hment of a political organization was the most appropriate and 
e~feeliv~ which the politically conscious elements of our society could come 

.:'iil~~tfilr&ti• s·s~~:s~~n~h~0 ;~~~1e:! ~h a~;~r~~~~~s m:~~e~o;!s 0~~ {~:~!e m~~s!!~e Thus 
SWAPO was formed on 19th April, 1960, as a concrete response to that fundamental 
need. 

The Apartheid regime's initial reaction to the formation of SWAPO was to nip 
the young movement in the bud by restricting most of its leading activists as well 
as by forcing many of its leaders into exile. These initial measures of repression 
helped to underline two facts which were to prove basic to the development of the 
struggle in subsequent years: 

(a} The Namibian people were made to realize the limitless nature of the South 
African brutality when it came to the defence of white supremacy; and 

(b} SWAPO was obliged to take stock of the fact that only a political 
organization with firm roots in the broad masses of our society could 
weather the storm of repression and bring the liberation struggle to a 
successful conclusion. 

Secondly, therefore, rooting SWAPO firmly in Namibian society came to be the 
main task during the early half of the 1960's. To this end, steps were taken to 
establish branches in different parts of the country, especially in the industrial 
areas of Windhoek, Otjiwarongo, Tsumeb, Walvis Bay, Luderitz Bay and Oranjemund. 

Since the system of contract labor has been and continues to be one of the most 
blatant manifestations of colonial oppression and exploitation in Namibia, it was 
felt essential to initially root the movement in the workers' section of the 
population. This close historic indentification of our movement with the interests 
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of the toiling masses of the Namibian people is one of the main factors which 
explain the resilience of our movement when compared to other anti-colonial groups 
which had emerged in Namibia and have either collapsed or remained paper 
organizations. 

The task of rooting the movement firmly in the society also entailed the 
concentration of the principal issues around which the masses had to be mobilized. 
This meant that SWAPO had to place the particularized problems, such as arbitrary 
residential relocation and contract labor, into the broader context of Namibia's 
national independence. This was the real beginning of the development of Namibian 
national consciousness. But since this trend of development represented a direct 
antithesis to South African colonialism in Namibia, it brought about new waves of 
repression against SWAPO. For instance, by December 1963 the South African 
government had banned all public meetings in Namibia. A score of SWAPO cadres came 
under severe harassment in the form of dismissals from jobs and schools, and 
expulsions from urban areas to the countryside. Concomitant with this stream of 
harassments, the South African government (early in 1964) set up a commission (known 
as the Odendaal Commission) to draw up a plan for the balkanization of Namibia into 
a chain of bantustans. 

Thirdly, in the face of the above stated measures of repression, designed to 
thwart the growth of our movement, it became necessary to establish a guerrilla 
network of which the People's Liberation Army of Namibia (PLAN) - SWAPO's military 
wing - is today the living expression. The consolidation of PLAN, in the face of the 
enemy's concerted effort to wipe out this guerrilla force while it was in its infancy, 
became crucial during the latter half of the 1960's. The basic problem was the 
horrendous demand imposed on PLAN to overcome the enemy's strategic plan to cut off 
our eastern logistic network linking our fighting units inside the country and the 
supplying rear-base - independent Africa. 

While the enemy was tightening his grip on the internal activities of SWAPO, 
following the initial encounter in 1966 between our combatants and South African 
troops, the leadership abroad called a Consultative Congress of SWAPO during the 
months of December and January, 1969/70 to plan a strategy and program of action 
for an intensified armed and political struggle. To achieve this objective the 
organizational structure of the Party was broadened by creating new departments, 
e.g. Labor, Women, Youth, etc., for political mobilization of the people of Namibia 
in masses. Other departments like that of Defence were reactivated to meet the 
demands of intensified armed struggle. 

The immediate effect of this program was manifested in the growing militancy of 
the Namibian populace as demonstrated by the historic 1971/72 general strike of 
workers as well as by the militant activities of the SWAPO Youth League. 

Fourthly, the first half of the 1970's has seen armed liberation struggle 
becoming the main form of SWAPO's campaign to bring about genuine and total 
independence for the people of Namibia. 

In summary, it can be said that the roots of the contemporary Namibian national 
liberation movement can be traced to the formation of political organization during 
the latter half of the 1950 1 s. 

The year 1960 saw the formation of SWAPO. The first half of the 1960 1s 
witnessed the dynamic development of the movement, characterized by the consolidation 
of SWAPO in Namibian society and the establishment of the People's Liberation Army of 
Namibia. During the latter half of the 1960's the movement had to strengthen its 
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guerrilla infrastructure in the face of the enemy's harsh counter-revolutionary 
measures. The early part of the 1970's was marked by the application of the Tanga 
strategy of intensified political and military struggle. 

In the present phase, armed struggle has become the main form of SWAPO's 
resistance to South Africa's racist, oppressive and exploitative occupation of 
Namibia. 

The defeat of fascist rule in Portugal in April 1974 brought a new dimension to 
the Namibian liberation struggle. It has made it possible for thousands of our 
people to move across the Angola/Namibian frontiers to the rear bases of our struggle 
to obtain both the skills and tools of armed struggle. Hence, thousands of workers, 
peasants and patriotic intellectuals have been enlisting in PLAN since the early 
half of 1974. 

The 

Present and Future Tasks 

SWAPO at present and in the immediate future are: 

beration and winning of independence for the people of Namibia, 
possible means, and the establishment of a democratic people's 

ment; and 

lization of genuine and total independence of Namibia in the 
of politics, economy, defence, social and cultural affairs. 

y mobilize and organize the broad masses of the Namibian 
people so that they can actively participate in the national liberation 
struggle. 

(b) To mold and strengthen, in the thick of the national liberation struggle, 
the bond of national and political consciousness amongst the Namibian 
people. 

(c) To combat all manifestations and tendencies of tribalism, regionalism, 
ethnic orientation and racial discrimination. 

(d) To unite all Namibian people, particularly the working class, the 
peasantry and progressive intellectuals, into a vanguard party capable 
of safeguarding national independence and of building a classless, 
nonexploitative society based on the ideals and principles of 
scientific socialism. 

SWAPO Foreign Policy 

h the banner of international anti-imperialist solidarity. 
perialist solidarity, the movement has resolved: 

In 

n solidarity with other national liberation movements and 
ti-imperialist, progressive and peace-loving forces throughout 
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the world with a view to ridding Namibia, the African continent and 
mankind of colonialist and imperialist domination; 

(b) To support and promote the ideals of unity of Africa as provided for 
in the Charter of the Organization of African Unity (OAU); 

(c) To work in close cooperation with all progressive governments, organ­
izations and popular forces for the total emancipation of the African 
continent; 

(d) To fight against all maneuvers from any quarter that are aimed at a 
reactionary solution which is contrary to the realization of a total 
and genuine liberation of Namibia; and 

(e) To foster and strengthen anti-imperialist unity amongst the national 
liberation, world socialist, progressive and peace-loving forces in 
order to eliminate all forms of imperialism, colonialism and neo­
colonialism. 

2. The Foreign Relations Secretariat of SWAPO is urged to streamline our foreign 
missions in different parts of the world for an intensified diplomatic offensive aimed 
at exposing the current South African colonial maneuvers designed to impose a puppet 
confederation of Bantustans on our people. This offensive is to be carried out along 
the following lines: 

(a) strive for comprehensive publicity of the fact that the South African 
puppets, now gathering at the Turnhalle circus, have no mandate or sup­
port from the Namibian population for their collaborationist role; 

(b) expose the attempts by certain Western governments to give international 
publicity to the Turnhalle puppets by extending invitations to these 
puppets and by giving publicity to the puppets' treacherous views on 
radio, television and in the press; it must be made clear that this 
publicity is being orchestrated behind the scenes by the South African 
government and its big business public relations lobby - the South 
African Foundation; 

(c) strengthen our anti-imperialist international solidarity with the 
socialist countries, working-class movements of the capitalist countries, 
liberation support organizations, and friendly governments and ordinary 
people; 

(d) heighten the campaign to isolate South Africa from every possible source 
of support, comfort or contact with the rest of the world, because of its 
illegal occupation of Namibia and its institutionalized race oppression 
at home; 

(e) this heightening campaign is aimed at the following aspects of inter.­
national contacts: 

(1) financial and commercial; 
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(2) professional and sporting; 
(3) cultural and academic; and 
(4) diplomatic and tourist. 

(f) make it abundantly clear to the world that SWAPO will never stop the 
armed and political struggle until Pretoria meets the following pre­
conditions: 

(1) South Africa must publicly accept the right of the Namibian 
people to independence and national sovereignity. 

(2) South Africa must publicly announce that Namibian territorial 
integrity is absolute and not negotiable in any quarter. 

(3) All political prisoners must be released including Herman ya 
Toivo and many other leaders and colleagues on Robben Island 
and elsewhere. 

(4) All political exiles, of whatever political organization, must 
be allowed freely to return to their country without fear of 
arrest or victimization. 

(5) South Africa must commit herself to the removal of her police 
and army and stop using Namibia as a base for aggression against 
neighboring, independent African countries. 

(6) Any constitutional talks on the future of Namibia must take place 
under United Nations supervision, and should aim at the holding 
of free elections in Namibia under United Nations supervision and 
control. 

(g) reiterate our stand that SWAPO shall under no circumstances accept the 
South African plan to impose on our people a weak and fearful confeder­
ation of Bantustans, a confederation which will be incapable of contra­
dicting neocolonial orders from Pretoria. 

Internal Political Guidelines 

the aims and objectives of SWAPO and to implement its revolutionary 
all sections and organs of the organization are charged with the im­

ating the Constitution and policy documents to the broad 
eople. 

rgans of SWAPO are called upon to make supreme efforts towards 
able core of leading cadres who are capable of being in close 

itll the people at all levels. This task is to be accomplished in 
"'f' 

¾ C 

st'rive to raise the political consciousness of the cadres through re-
ular discussion groups in the local community; the discussions must 
mat imparting a fundamental knowledge of the concrete political 

reality in Namibia and the world revolutionary process; and 

(b) the more politically conscious cadres in each section and organ are 
urged to put themselves in direct contact with the comrades who are 
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eration. 

3. The cadres have the immediate and imperative duty to rally the broad masses of the 
Namibian people against the occupation regime. This programmatic directive is to be 
carried out in the following manner: 

(a) each cadre must link himself or herself in a fundamental way to the 
inarticulate, largely illiterate toiling masses of our people; learn 
from them about their true aspirations, their problems, their doubts 
and their sense of possibilities; 

(b) the cadres must then sum up the ideas of the masses in terms of their 
own wider experience and sense of responsibility; 

(c} they must then return these ideas to the masses in an articulate form 
and pose new questions with a view to deepening the political under­
standing of the masses and help them to overcome their inarticulateness, 
their suspicions of change and their ignorance of modern organizational 
possibilities; and 

(d) by this method of political work, SWAPO shall involve the whole pop­
ulation in active discussion; which is the main precondition for the 
people's explicit and conscious commitment to the policy of the move­
ment. 

ction that armed resistance to the South African occupation 
viable and effective means left for us to achieve genuine 

are convinced that armed struggle must now be the main form 
ty, we do not beautify war or regard it as a form of sport. 
eally is - an extension of politics by other means. It is 

itical relations in the form of violence. 
r political relations, in examining any war, one must seek to 

e of the politics being pursued. As social relations, political 
or unjust and just political acts are naturally to be supported. 

·nction between the war of justice and wars of injustice must 
our own armed liberation struggle as just and, therefore, 
stice and peace-loving peoples. In supporting or com-
g of victory by the oppressed peoples or nations, one 

nditions under which war will be ended forever. For where 
ill always be armed resistance to bring about justice. 

we appeal for world support in our war of liberation. 
le to bring justice to the oppressed people of Namibia, SWAPO is 
universal arming of the people, that is, to transform the armed 
a into a truly people's war. The necessary political mobilization 
vital aspect of our program is already in motion. 
of this strategic objective, the following measures are being under-
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taken: 

(a) All cadres of PLAN are exhorted to uphold the supremacy of the Organization 
over all its sections; 

(b) All commanding cadres of the People's Liberation Army of Namibia are 
called upon to make concrete efforts towards correctly grasping the 
revolutionary role of the masses in the struggle and to recognize that 
this role is the primary condition for victory; 

(c) These cadres are not only to lead the war but also to assist in pro­
pagating SWAP0 1 s political line among the people in all the zones of 
combat; 

(d) New zones of combat must be constantly opened up in application of the 
strategy of active attacks on the enemy at many places at the same time 
in order for PLAN to maintain and extend its control of the battlefield; 
and 

(e) Political education in the people's armed forces must at all times be 
deep-going, since it is the most vital precondition for bringing about 
a steeled revolutionary discipline among the combatants. 

Economic Reconstruction 

based on the extensive extraction of the 
and 

e economy enveloping the majority of the African 
ced to live in Bantustans. · 

mies have been consciously designed in accordance with the social 
hite settler group and international monopoly capitalism. 
asses have been forced to live in impoverished Bantustans. They 
hese Bantustans as labor hostages, because in order for them to 

necessity seek employment as cheap laborers in the white-con­
_and ranching industries. 

colonialists argue falsely that Namibia does not have agricultural potential. 
Their strategy has been to prevent commercial farming in Namibia so that the country 
depends on the agricultural products of South Africa. That is to say, Namibia has 
been consciously reduced to a captive market, a dumping ground of South Africa's own 
agricultural industry. 

A nation which is dependent on another country for the food consumption of its 
population cannot be but a hostage of the particular country which feeds its popu­
lation. 

A close analysis of Namibia's agricultural potential shows that the northern/ 
central areas of Namibia are quite capable of producing more than sufficient food to 
feed the entire Namibian population, provided that a conscious policy is adopted to 
engage a considerable number of the working masses in this particular field of pro-
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In a SWAPO-governed Namibia, the state shall take keen interest in providing 

adequate, modern tools and instruments for large scale agricultural production, with 
a view to making the country agriculturally self-reliant. 

The colonial regime in our country has been interested not only in making Namibia 
a captive market of South Africa's agricultural industry, but also in concentrating 
African labor in the extensive extraction of Namibia's mineral resources with a view 
to taking out as much of our resources as possible in the shortest possible time. 

The other negative consequence of this colonial strategy has been the conscious 
effort to prevent Namibia from developing processing industries. Thus, the huge bulk 
of the finished products in Namibia comes from South Africa. In this respect, Namibia 
is again used as a dumping ground for the products of South African factories. 

Thus the economic reconstruction in a free, democratic and united Namibia will 
have as its motive force the establishment of a classless society. Social justice 
and progress for all is the governing idea behind every SWAPO policy decision. The 
government of a truly liberated Namibia will, therefore, be called upon to take the 
following measures: 

(a) Wage the struggle towards the abolition of all forms of exploitation 
of man by man and destructive spirit of individualism and aggrandize­
ment of wealth and power by individuals, groups or classes. 

(b) Ensure that all the major means of production and exchange of the 
country are owned by the people. 

(c) Strive for the creation of an integrated national economy in which 
there is a proper balance between agricultural and industrial develop­
ment along the following lines: 

(1) the establishment of processing industry; 
(2) a comprehensive agrarian reform aimed at giving land to the tillers; 
(3) the establishment of peasants' or farmers' cooperatives or col-

lectives; 
(4) the establishment of state-owned ranching and crop farms, aimed 

at making Namibia an agriculturally self-sufficient nation, and 
(5) the cultivation of a spirit of self-reliance among our people. 

- Education and Culture 

ing socio-economic transformation of Namibian society depends upon the 
opment of the Namibia productive forces, particularly.the development of 
knowledge and cultural creativeness of the toiling masses. Hence, our 
called upon to embark on: 

(a) urgent training of technical and professional cadres at institutions of 
technical and higher learning in different parts of the world as well 
as the newly established United Nations Institute for Namibia. 

(b) provision for work-oriented functional literacy, that is, comprehensive 
education and training for illiterate and semi-literate adults (with a 
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literacy component built in) at SWAPO schools. 

(c) laying the foundation of a free and universal education for all Namibians 
from primary through secondary to university level by training many 
teachers and educators now. 

(d) developing the people's cultural creativeness as a weapon in the struggle 
for liberation. 

(e) the sufferings and aspirations of the masses must be the central themes 
of all our artistic expressions; namely, drawings, music, paintings, 
dancing, literature, etc. 

(f) we must strive toward the elimination of all the vestiges of tribal 
or feudal mentality, particularly the unscientific or superstitious 
conceptions of natural and social phenomena. 

Health and Social Services 

Health and Social Welfare Secretariat of the Movement is called 
our existing clinics in the rear bases as well as our mobile 

rational zones and to set up new ones. 

social services program in an independent Namibia shall strive for 
as curative medicine for all citizens, along the following lines: 

comprehensive, free medical services in an independent 
Namibia; 

be hospitals and clinics in every district of our country; 

shall be nurseries and clinics in every community for the working 
people and their families; 

(d) there shall be health education centers for preventive medicine and family 
planning; 

(e) there shall be institutions for training medical and para-medical person­
nel; 

(f) there shall be rehabilitation Centers for disabled and infirm persons, and 

(g) there shall be an International Red Cross society. 
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e. Growing SWAPO military successes 
Nami bia . To crush the People's 

s turned Namib"a into a police state. 
s a decisive moment in the struggle 
ounding l ow to imperialism by 

tat ;.;,e~o t he Namibi an people and building 
ur ~ '\!::- mm. nities. ! At t his time one of the best 
y with...,SWAPO i s thro gh concrete material support. 

American ass· ce in building and equipping a 
full shop to aid in their iona ar. In requesting 
inter ort, \Sam Nuj oma, Pres id f SW noted, "Both US and 
Canad --~ directly involv,:.ed loi the Namibian people and 
our cou :ng wealth; we urge th e of r countries to show that 
they sta e of 'jus•tice." 

Sup th Ame'r ican ·jrrogressi e SW PRINTSHOP PROJECT is 
gaining e Guardian, Black P; d ot left publications, 
recogniz · ance ~~ propagand movement's development, have 
publiciz ny i'ndivi uals wis hing t"o materially support SWAPO ha 
contribu ut their time and talents. In addition, two 
peopl · gs! This impressive show of solidarity 
with achievement of our $10,000 November 
goal a he basic printshop equipment by 
Janu~ would like t o express our deepest apprecia 
to ~j such support will carry the project to i s 
ful'l .r a i ;.a " 

$10,000 :. mu . ·.; .:-. ::raise in the next s · n order to r suppfy 
the sho:R,;;> transpor-{ '.~qttipilfon.t,; and provide sub . the technici The 
fund-:i;:aising, plans :"':tefl:~ct:: 9u)'." optimism. A n ign is now u y to 
raise the current l e-vet ·· of Jlllderstanding aro an and south r i can 
struggles. w · ::: •· :::i . . :, . 

0:':;rr :-iihe ue~t. J?,e:ti?cl..❖:,,e- hope to further .,;: ;res s i ve organ . ns in 
the project, coor.di-0.ate·::a US/Canadian sprin ' SWAPO woman mi litant and 
initiate. a c.ampaign , t o en:c.ourage supporters to}1:;cio.fitiibute a day 's w (es to the 
peopl e o.f Na,mib,i,a;· a:s the Mozambicans did for-$l'.lie',: Angolan and Zill}ba wean struggles. 
Smalle:i::. scal e f lo;cal activities centered l argi;lr:~:;i.l). the San Fr ancisco Bay Area 
include ,f1i m ~p.•: r lidio programs, benefits, fJea :Bii"a-}kets, guerri lla t heatre, T- shirt 
and ca l end~r s'aies. *· .•. :::~~f': ❖-f 

Our first Printsb.9p instructor will e stall t sh shop facilitfes i n Luanda, 
Angola this January, and will be followed b):. il :second cadre in March . We hope with 

• ~ X 
-:~. 
:~::~:-( -·~; . 

*Proceeds f rom our MPLA and Che T- shirts, aJ;.:{ e ll as the 1977 Afri ca Liberation 
Calendar, go toward the SWAPO Printshop Pr~fect . 
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this experience to be better able to assess the possibilities for developing future 
North American technical support brigades (in such fields as medicine, mechanics 
and engineering) and begin realizing the potential for immediate and direct 
collaboration between revolutionaries from different nations and continents. 

Now, most importantly, many progressive North Americans will be concretely 
responding to the urgent needs of the Namibian revolution. Under escalating South 
African repression, President Nujoma declared, "It is urgent that we respond to our 
oppressor's offensive. The voice of the Namibian people must be heard abroad ... 
informational and educational materials must be made available to the masses." 

A SWAPO comrade tells us about the time a single handwritten leaflet nailed to 
a tree in northern Namibia mobilized 6,000 people for a SWAPO demonstration. 
what will full printing facilities mean for SWAPO's fully reaching the masses and 
involving them in the revolution? 

In the face of indirect imperialist intervention to coopt the liberation struggle 
and South Africa's increasingly brutal repression (two sides of the same coin: 
Henry Kissinger's neocolonial hustles and "Operation Cobra") it is urgent that we 
counter with a revolutionary program of people's aid, a program of cooperation 
which will cut across national borders and unite us concretely. 

Some things you can do to help out are: 
- Send a financial con~ribution. 
- Buy a "Che" or MPLA T-shirt, or Africa Liberation Calendar for yourself and 

friends. All proceeds go to SWAPO! 
- Distribute project leaflets to your friends. 
- Attend or organize a film program on southern Africa, where proceeds go to the 

SWAPO Printshop Project. 
- Take this project to your organization, union, church or community paper for 

their support. 
Donate a day's wages! Work a day for the revolution and give your earnings to 
the Namibian people. 
Set up contacts for the SWAPO woman militant's tour this spring. 
Encourage your friends to study and become active around the struggles in 
southern Africa. 

We look forward to your contributions, comments and ideas in this crucial 
period of the Printshop Project's development. 

Victory is Certain! 
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LSM Notes 

Tribute to Mao Tse-Tung 

Liberation Support Movement wishes to 
join with millions of revolutionary and 
progressive people around the world in 
paying tribute to and mourning the loss 
of Mao Tse-tung, extraordinary leader 
of the Chinese Revolution and one of 
the greatest revolutionary figures the 
world has known. His selfless 
dedication to revolutionary struggle 
and his contributions to the develop­
ment of revolutionary theory will live 
long after him, embodied in the 
militant actions of masses struggling 
throughout the world to free 
themselves from oppression of every 
kind and to construct creative, non­
exploitive socialist societies. 

Mao was, above all, a 
revolutionary activist whose enormous 
contribution to Marxist-Leninist theory 
was made in the course of seeking 
practical answers to the many strategic 
and theoretical problems of the Chinese 
revolutionary struggle. For instance, 
Mao's famous essays, "On Practice" and 
"On Contradiction," were written in 

1937 as a guide to action 1dien dogllatists in the Communist Party of China failed to 
see that the principal amt:radiction had shifted in the course of the struggle. The 
ideas expressed in these bro ll'Orts went beyond this immediate practical application; 
they enrich our knOiiledge of t:lie world by crystallizing the essence of the Marxist 
outlook and method of dialectical .aaterialism. 

Throughout his life, .Mao st::ruggled for a correct analysis of the Chinese 
situation based on Narxist-Iarinist principles creatively applied to the historical 
reality of China. Many ti.aes he n.s opposed by dogmatic Marxists, both in his own 
party and in the internat.:icma.J ~mist movement. Mao's analysis of Chinese 
society led him to reco~ the central role of the peasantry as the driving force 
of the Chinese Revolution ua:Jer tile leadership of the small industrial proletariat. 
His military strategy of people's war utilized protracted guerrilla warfare methods 
to establish rural base areas and eacircle and finally seize the cities. He thus 
challenged the orthodox .Marxist notions of revolution based solely on the proletariat 
and waged through positicna.l vm:f'are. Both proved correct through the test of 
revolutionary practice and halre siDce had a profound impact on the development of 
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Mao Tse-Tung in his youth 

national liberation struggles throughout the largely peasant, underdeveloped Third 
World. From the rice fields of Vietnam to the hills of Algeria, from the water-logged 
bush of Guinea-Bissau to the Cuban mountains, Mao's principles of people's war have 
been studied and used by countless guerrillas and freedom fighters to formulate 
strategies to fit their own local conditions. 

Likewise, China's path of socialist development, which takes agriculture as the 
base and industry as the leading factor in the economy, has had a strong influence 
on the direction of many newly liberated nations, such as Vietnam and Mozambique. 
Under the leadership of Chairman Mao, China showed the proletarian nations that the 
battles for economic independence, agricultural production and a decent way of life 
for all the people can indeed by won; that, strategically, the reactionaries are 
indeed "paper tigers." 

As the Chinese people advanced on their march toward socialism, Mao - the 
eternal rebel, never satisfied with things as they were - kept raising the aims of 
the revolution. Inspired and led by him, the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution 
was a world-shaking social experiment which tested and proved his firm belief that 
class struggle must continue during the period of socialist construction and that, 
to build socialism, it is necessary not only to transform the economic base of 
society but also the entire superstructure, i.e., the ideology, culture and customs 
of the people, as well as the institutions that reflect them. During the Cultural 
Revolution, the first of its kind in history and, according to Mao, the first of 
many that would be necessary to keep China on the socialist path, the Chinese masses 
struggled against the tendency for a privileged bureaucratic elite to become a new 
kind of exploiting class in China. 
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Naturally Mao was endowed with weaknesses as well as with his great strengths, 
for no human being is without contradictions. Considering his life as a whole, his 
towering contributions to the Chinese and world revolutions certainly overshadow 
his mistakes and shortcomings. But Mao's life was inseparably bound up with the 
Chinese Revolution; therefore, just as negath·e aspects of that revolution deserve 
consideration and criticism, so Mao's life and work should also be regarded in a 
critical light, particularly to the extent that these negative aspects were a 
product of his influence and leadership. 

Recently China's foreign policy has taken a direction which, in a number of 
cases, divides the People's Republic of Orin.a from the revolutionary forces, such as 
the MPLA in Angola, and instead allies it with reactionary forces also backed by US 
imperialism. This development is based on China's current analysis of the principal 
world contradiction which leads it to oppose, first and foremost, the Soviet Union 
in foreign affairs. 

This is a regrettable turn of events which needs to be thoroughly analyzed, 
something we hope to do in later issues of LSM NEWS. It is vitally important for 
revolutionaries to struggle to learn the lessons as much from the mistakes as from 
the successes of any revolutionary process. 

Mao left us half a century of revolutionary experience, many lessons of which 
he richly summed up in a way that revolutionaries everywhere can continue to be 
inspired by and learn from. As we mourn the death of Comrade Mao Tse-tung, there is 
no greater tribute we can pay to the memory of this great leader than to struggle to 
carry on his revolutionary tradition, applying the indispensable tools of Marxism­
Leninism critically and creatively to today's historical realities in the continuing 
struggle for socialist revolution. 
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LSM Notes 

New Forms of Support Work 

Last July LSM's Central Committee met to discuss important developments and problems 
in our organization. After much critical assessment of our work we decided that, in 
addition to our informational and present forms of support work, LSM will seek to 
develop a program of technical support with liberation movements and revolutionary 
governments in their struggles to develop productive forces and raise the quality of 
life for the peoples of their countries. Our current SWAPO Printshop Project is but 
a small step toward finding ways in which progressive North Americans with useful 
skills can apply these to concretely advance the struggle for self-sufficiency and 
socialism in areas still under imperialist domination. 

The relationship between theory and practice, between study and practical work, 
is a constant _source of concern within our organization. With a heavy workload on 
our hands, our study often suffers and this has indeed been the case over the past 
year. The Central Committee found a great need to develop the theoretical basis of 
LSM's practice and to institute a more systematic and disciplined approach toward 
study. Hopefully, the results of this will become apparent in later issues of this 
journal. 

In order to accelerate progress in these areas of our work, we decided to 
consolidate the bulk of our organization. As part of this process the LSM 
Information Center will be moved to the San Francisco Bay Area. Our new address 
follows: 

LSM Information Center 
P. 0. Box 2077 
Oakland, CA 94604 
USA 
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About LSM 

Liberation Supp..,--rt JIN I is a North American-based political organization whose 
understanding aai pmaict:ice flow from a Marxist analysis of contemporary capitalist 
society. It is ::lG!" Tie. dia:t capitalist development over the past five centuries 
has culminated iJ?. za i:sl:anational socio-economic system comprised of dominant 
metropolitan :catiams al S11DOrdinate countryside nations. Within this imperialist 
system, econcmic Slli!IJlll:D5 generated by the colonized and neocolonized peoples of the 
countryside is.::::!"""~ df mad utilized by the ruling classes of the metropolitan 
nations in Xe=-::: J-rica, Em-ope and Japan, thus leaving the countryside in a state 
of economics~~- allll miderdevelopment. Backwardness and impoverishment in 
Asia, Africa ~ !a!!::u. .lllerica are but direct consequences of capitalist 
development i: ~ wn...,les. 

Since •crlz liE!r I~ am. especially World War II, the super-exploited peoples of 
the countr:,-si.:ie Ullie !,em waging revolutionary struggles to liberate their nations 
and create ~e~~ states which will serve their real interests. By removing 
vital marke-:.s, l.1-..~ <ililili raw materials from imperialist control, these struggles are 
gradually re::;,=:~ tlre flair of surplus to the metropole, making it increasingly 
difficult=~=~ BEt:nilpClitan bourgeoisie to sustain high wage levels for 
metropolit= ,.,,::d..e:r.,. as vell as welfare and unemployment benefits. Thus the 
revolutior~• s::r.:::igles of the countryside are creating conditions for intensified 
class str~:e aid ]i!lrl>letarian revolution within the metropolitan nations as well. 
This is precisel7 -.y ve in LSM view the revolutions of the countryside as the 
vangua:ec icr-...es • a .ri3rgle revolutionary process which is eliminating the entire 
capitalist s:•s'taa illllllli lillSllering in an epoch of international socialism. 

In lig::.t :~ 1!::!l!:is analysis, LSM has put into practice a strategy designed to 
maximize c,:-=:- ~cm to anti-imperialist revolution. The central component of 
our strates:,- ~= '!!!eiem the development of proletarian internationalist links with 
national li:ce=ti;z :Bffeaents. Beginning with MPLA in 1968, LSM has been working 
with several ::.~tica novements, providing concrete support in the form of funds, 
essential S-.::,:!•lies,. tedmical assistance and informational activity. This has 
ranged fr,c;n. si.~,Pi:ltig -clothing, medicines and concentrated foods to contributing 
research c::. l!leE'IS ti:! a,miter chemical defoliants; from organizing MPLA's first tour 
of North _.\:i!eri..::a a 1970 to supplying MPLA with a printing press and technical cadre 
in 1972. h.:.d±ti-Uy. we have published a wide range of materials by and about 
liberatim: lE'Telllel!!!!ts. including numerous movement bulletins and documents which we 
have transla~ a:a!/ar reprinted for North American distribution, interviews with 
movement leaderslnp and autobiographies of cadres and guerrilla fighters. This 
literature is gea:.rei tOliard raising North American consciousness of and solidarity 
with natio•::a.l liberation struggles. To this end we have also engaged in many 
agitatfonal ;md educational actions, often in conjunction.with other anti-imperialist 
organi:atiOl!S. Far exa.ple, LSM periodically tours North America with film, slide 
and dis=ssion pl'OI.IallS on the revolutionary struggles in southern Africa. Through 
such dire:t a:::n i.Ddirect participation in the revolution of the countryside, LSM 
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hopes to accelerate the process of imperialist dismemberment, thus hastening the 
development of a mass-based revolutionary movement in the metropolitan nations. For 
LSM, Che's call to "develop a true proletarian internationalism" is no mere platitude 
to be pulled from the shelf and echoed on "appropriate" occasions, but a call to 
revolutionary action. 

For those interested in learning more about LSM's strategy and practice see 
Notes on a Strate(lll for North American Revolutionaries, Toward. an International 
Strategy and Principles of LSM's Anti-imperialist Work, all obtainable from 
LSM Information Center, P. 0. Box 2077, Oakland, CA 94604, USA. 
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See the World 
From an Anti-Imperialist, Socialist Perspective. 

We began LSM N8WB .in 1974 t11 L,nmtc a flex­
ible outlet for ldua:-;, lnl'or11111tion and anal­
yses generated by l.llrn1·11t io11 '.;upport Move­
ment in the cour~,, 11 r 011 r po I ·i U cal work. 
We found that our otlwr p111ll ications could 
not keep up wJth dovolop1111mt;; in our prac­
tice -in North /111w1· il'11 1111d fl l'ri ca- or with 
our ability to 111111 ly;-,p 1.l'u11ds in the growth 
of national l'l lwl'II t 1011 1111,vrnncmts, the fall 
of imperialism 1111d lht, d,,vulopmcnt of anti­
imperialist s'trllfl)llo,1 I 11 North America. LSM 
NEWS is our ~ol.ut 1011; w,, hope it helps you, 
too. 

We want to utilize LSM NEWS to build effec­
tive international solidarity among anti­
imperialist forces both by spreading infor­
mation, developing necessary analysis and 
strategy and offering comradely self- and 
mutual criticisms of revolutionary practice 
Upcoming issues will include: 
- reports and interviews from Africa, the 
Middle East and elsewhere, 
- analyses of material conditions and rev­
olutionary potential in North America, 
- features on cultural aspects of revolu­
tionary struggles. 

JOIN THE RANKS OF LSM NEWS Subscribers! 

SUBSCRIPTION 11ATUl 

standard suh:,,,rlpt l011 (l year) ..... $2.00 
libraries aml lw,ti t11tions ... , ..... $4.00 
airmail po:;tuuo ................ add $1.00 
outside North flmPriq1 .......... add $1.00 

renowu I new subscription 
I enclose a d1t.ll'k t"or the sum of $=,..,.....== 
for l!l77 •rnl,si;dption(s) to LSM NEWS 
(4 issues) l'lt>use begin my subscription 
with tho i.ssue 197 (winter, 
sprin/), su11111tt'l' or fall) . 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

BULK ORDERS 

single copy ................ $ .50 
2 to 5 copies ............ 25% off 
6 or more copies ......... 50% off 

I want a Standing Order for 
copies of LSM NEWS. Please invoice me. 

I enclose a check to the sum of r- for_ copy(s) of 1977 LSM NEWS. 

WINTER 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

SPRING SUMMER FALL 



Announcing . • • 
r The People 

in Power 
An Account from Angola's Second War 
of National Liberation 

by Ole Gjerstad 

LSM INFORMATION CENTER 
P. 0. BOX 2077 
OAKLAND, CA 94604 USA 

PRINTED MATTER 

The People in Power 
by Ole Gjerstad 
Based on his Angola mission in 
the two-month period following 
Angolan Independence, 11 Novem­
ber 1975, Ole's observations of 
the rapidly developing People's 
Power movement are placed in an 
historical background of past 
and future (Pre-publication ti­
tle: "People's Power and the An­
golan Revolution") 27 photos, 
108 pages . $1.50 
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