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. EDITORIAL

The: historic meeting of the FRELIMO Centrud Commi.
e in-July 1964 made a dedision of vital impondnee Lo
our people,  That decision concerned the forme which our
struggle should assome.  Basically, the option was between
resorting to armed struggle for the hberation of Mozambi-
que or continuing the path followed up until then — namely.
altempled negotimbiions with the Portuguese governmeni
and petibions ta the Uinoted MNations

lhe general feeling in FRELIMO wis that’ we shonld
have recourse 10 armed struggle An' this  connection,
aboul 200 militants had already received military traming in
Algeria and had returmed (0 Mozambigue, where they were
awaiting the instructions of our Organisation However,
the final decision was <0l o be madie: and 1F was one which
could nol be made lightly,  Because-ofsilsqampartance and
gravily it required séfious consideration and Boomplete
analysis of the situation

There were several problems o be faken inio account
Crbviously, the first 'one was 1o determine whether armed
struggle was really the only way lefi open for us (o achieve
independence.  Alter all, from-a theorebical point of view
it could be argued that several African calonies had achieved
their independence through pezceful means by Parlia-
mentary, F'u:lli[u_'.ll nnd :I:l_.".:ll ".ll'"i]ll_.',,l;."Il.'. So w |‘|:r should not
those means be valid for Motambicue?

Il the decision was taken to lannch -armed -struggle,
then the problem arose as 10 how it was 10 be organised. An
army was necessary along with weapons. We had about
200 irained comrades, armed with light weapons; but anly
a visionary. could pretend that this force would have been
able 1o defeat the powerful Portuguese army, which had
stationed in Mozambique at that time, 35,000 troops equi-
pped with the most modern war material.  On our side,
there was also the problem of supplics, for those 2080 fighters
had a limited quantity. of ammunition, and it was nol clear
how it could be replenished in order to continue the war.

The psychologicil clement was no less imporiant.,  Havi-
ng heen subjecied 1o centunies of oppression and colonialist
propaganda, our people hod been conditioned into harbour-
ring a kind of religious fear of the Porluguesc, The
‘Mrungd’ was almost 8 god iptowchable, invulnerable

How could we convince the population 1o fight against him
and his représsive machine?

Furthermore, the peaple of Moznmbigue were nol united,
Certaun  ethmic divisions had their rools deep in the past,
and the so-called *tribal” conscinusness had béen accentialed
by the Portuguese,  Like all imperialists, the Poriuguese
had followed the policy of ““divide and rule™. The result
wis that individuals from dilferent parts of Mozambique,
speaking different Tanguages, were suspicious of each other
and sometimes quite hostile

But perhaps the mot1 weighty considerntion in approa-
ching the decision of prded sirugghe was the awareness of
the sufferings wir would brnog our people. Would armed
struggle be worth the cost ™ Would it be not better 1o con-
tmuewith the. known' evils of ‘exploitation and oppression
scbas-bocavosd the horrors and. uncertainties of war?

Ihe pros and cons were exhaustively, weighed, and all
doubts wers sugcessively eliminated. The poaition of the
Foruguese povernment “was clear, — 1o gl atlempis at
negotintion an the partof FRELIMO it reiterated that Mao-
zambique whs part of Portugal and that the Portuguese
Constitution docs not allow theé dlienation of any parcel of
Portuguese terntory, The Porfuguese government-accused
us of being “bandits’, and it increased its repression. [T was
chear thereflore that only by foree would we be able 1o win
our independence.  The fact thay other colonies had won
their independence by peacelul means was irrelevant to our
case (and (o that of Apgola and Guinen-Bissan). becalse
Portugal s a fascest state and her interests determined (hat
she retain the calonies in their classic form.

How was the armed struggle io be organised? The only
WAy Wis (o organise itona popular and national bisis Thus
the imitinl numencal disproportion of our forces relative (o
those of the Portuguese would gradually be reversed, 45 new
clements of the population integrated themselves into the
struggle.  We gained in confidence that the problem of
weapons, munieens and other supplics could be salved.
Independent African countrics had promised their support
to the liberation struggle in no uncertain terms at the recently
created Crrganisation of African Unity. © The Socialist bloc
wid strong, and by the very nature of the policy of the
Socialist countries their support for our strugple was assured.

The myth of the invincibility of the Portuguese was bound
to be destroyed once we started the armed struggle. It was
necessary that our people should see the colonialists falling
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under the fire of our weapons, for then all the mental inhibi-
tions created by previous oppression would beginto dissolve,

The suffering inherent in the war was nofl bevond our
people’s endurance.  The will 1o be free was 4 guardntes of
that, Colonialism and all it represented had 1o be eradi-
caled from our country — whatever the cost.  In miaking
this decision, the Central Committes of FRELIMO felt
certain that it was correctly interpreting the will of our people
as a whaole.

Thus we proclaimed that the goal of national liberation
should be reached through armed struggle. What has so
far been achieved confirms that we were correct in that
decision and that it was the only logical decision in the
concrete conditions of  Moambigque.  Portugal @5 still
holding to the same arguments even today, and maintains
the same intransigent position.

On our side, we have already overcome some of the diffi-
culties we had lforeseen;

— We increased our guerrilla army up to more than 10,000
fighters, appropriately armed and equipped.

— The development of the struggle itsell has ereated the
mnternal and external conditions fiar :inl:rm:-;i_ng the gua-
niity and quality of our war material, We have cap.
twred o great deal from the énemy and received Turther
supplies at the international level.

— POF[U.I_!LIJE’!.-I’." soldiers, the direct instrumients of colaniali-

sm, are now considered by' our people as true " pappr
tigers”, and it is they who are dominated by fear and
absolutely demorahised,
The various peoples of Mezambique are being welded
into a single unit— individuals of every cthnic proup are
working side by side at every organisational Jevel of
FRELIMO and fighting shoulder 1o shoulder against
OUF COmMMmon enemy

Of course, we have had to bear ceriain adversitics after

choosing the rough road of armed struggle. The suffering
of our people has been great.  Enemy hombings destroy
villages, cultivated fields, livestock, eic. Besides, our orga M-
sation 15 still far from being perfect. ¥ery often in the
liberated areas there are shortages of essential goods, such
as clothes, soap, sali etc. But the level of palitical undersig.
nding of our people is alresidy 8o high that they mocepl the
difficulties of the war as the price that has 1o be paid for
independence, The fact is that for the first time we can
now live in liberated regions — free from the hated presence
of the ‘administrator’ or the “chefe de posto™, lree from
lorced labour and arbitrary arrests, free from the palma-
tona, torture and murder, able (o choose ourselves our
leaders. We have our own clinics. sand our children
to our own schools, and eat that which we have chosen
to produce.  All those things are considered by us @5 being
sufficient compensation for hardships.

Today our confidence in the final victory is unshakeable.
Qur political and military sirength iz such that we were akls
1o face, counter and repel 35,000 Portuguese froops sent
against our liberated areas in a single operntion. Those troops
were supplied with 15,000 tons of military equipment, and
were supported by tanks, armoured cars and squadrons of
aircraft.  This victory. which we won just two months Ago,
shows that our struggle has already reached a stage whers
il is impossible for the Portuguese 1o win a miilitary victory.

We do not clarm that viclory will be immediate, We do
not delude ourselves with filse hopes.  The cnemy is Strong,
because itis not only Portuguese colonialism: it is the whole
impenahist sirocture which has lost control of many African
eoumirnes and wanis o perpetuate its exploilation in thase
areas remaining under white minority domination, Our
final victory is still Some distance away, but the victories
scored so far prove that we are on the correct path, and that
we must proceed with determination in that direction,

The struggle continues.

Long live the Revolutionary

Armed struggle for National

Liberation!

Long live the 25th of
September, Day of the

Mozambican Revolution!




Mr. Adjali. what reasons led you to propose io

FRELIMCY that n

of Morambigue?

take you to visit the liberated areas

Az 1 om a journzlist, meaning that my work makes it
necessary for me to inform myself about developmenis of
the strugele led by FRELIMO withithe aim for Mozambique
1w reach nabonal sovercignly-—and the same applics (o
the movements and natonal hiberanon ffoms of the other
“Portuguese” colonies as well. In the first place, therefore,
I have undertaken this wisit 1o infarm the renders of our
magazing AFRICASIA. In addaion, T, oo, am African
and believe in the progressive forces of our time; thus,
all strupgles for natonal hberation, any astion that will
improve the lov, of the underprivileged  mpsses, s my
struggle, my action. Isa’t i natural for 4 person to visit
his brothers?

A third reason for my visit (o Mozambigque is to go and
see on the spot the schievemenis. accomplished by the
Mozambican people under the lepdership of FRELIMO,
and also 10 iry, with the firsi-hand information obtamed,
to muke 8 contribution to the people of Morambogue by
making- known all that | have sten and experienced in
the libérated areas

There 15 anather reazon of which 1 myselll did-not think
{and there may well be others): “'We like o know the
childdren of the cotintries thiat help 8™, a militant told me.
I am the first Algerian he mel. |-am yvery happy to have
“put a face” 1o the assistance given by the Algeriin people
1o the people of Mozambigue in supporting FRELIMO

Qi What @peeis of our politico-military work impressed
you mos| ?

A: | hove been greatly impressed by the extent of
political maturity, or rather by the consciousness of the
masses and the enormous effort made by them to carry
on with the struggle. Of course | visited the liberated arcas
only, 50 what | can speak of is—the political work among
the masses, organization of the economy, and of the defence
of the iberated arcas

ALGERIAN
JOURNALIST
WITH FRELIMO

Last Jone, Mr, Boobaker Adjali. journalist of the Paris
based mapazine “AFRICASIA", visited the |iberated
arcas of Mozambique where he stayed Tor aboui one monih.
After his visit he was inferviewed by n member of the
FRELIMCO Information Department.

As regerds the first point, although illiteracy is raging
amang the adull population, and although the population
finds isell” cuy, off from the world, the economic situation
does nol permil them to enter into what some people have
cilled 1he revolution’ of the triansistor. In spite of this,
the population is informed aboul the struggles of the
people of Vielnam, Cambodia, Laos, Palestine, Angola,
Guinea, Zimbabwe, . Namibia, South Africa—as they
elieve thit their own sirugigle is also widely known.
Considering the absence of-a_ medium of information,
this shows the extent of the political work conducted by
FRELIMO cadres at all levels of the population. 1 give
you an example of this conscionzness: at the time the
Amencan base at Wheelus was evacuated, a young man
came 10 ask me if thit base-was the last foreign bhase in
Alriea. After| had enumerated to him all existing bases,
he replied that the struggle is not yet finished but that it
must be intensified :

Un the second point T will not say much, although
I musi point 1o the seriousness and determination with
which the people are reconstructing their cconomy. | was
happy to eat the rice “guerrillero™, produced in the libers-
ted arcas, The people, though they are lacking clothes,
absolutely do notl lack basic foodstuffs. On the CONtrary
production has grown to such an extent that they are
even conducting their own agriculiural expeTiments,

With regard to the third point, it impressed me very much 1o
see that the people were armed, and that it was very difficult
o make o distiction between civilians and military, as the
popular militin indeésd proved to be the population ai
large, all inhabitants of the liberated areas: 'men, women,
children. I should like to sec such militia in all African
countries! The experience in Mozambique 15 proof of the
indissoluble and very strong ties between the party and the
IMasses.

0: Enemics of FRELIMO have made serious accusa-
hons agunsl our orgamsation, nccusing us of tribalism,
regronalism,  militarism and other things. They also
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gccused us of murdering people in the interior. Mow, you
have just returned from Mozambigue, and you know our
principles and our organization. Do you consider it
possible in the framework of our principles and our structure
that things like palitical muders could oceur? Or tribalism,
regionalism, et

A: As concerns tribalism and regionalism, 1 think that

those who accuse FRELIMO of making politics of triba-
[ism and regionalism must be owl of their minds. T met
Mwani people who are leaders in the Makua region, Mako-
nde people as lenders in the regions of different tribes,
Xanganas who are smple soldiers among the people of the
Morth — in short, 1 met Mozambicans.in Momimbigie.
On the question of militarism. | do not think there ix
danger that FRELIMO will dnft into this illness which
befell several liberation movemenis around the world —
for the simple reason that the people, who are an organized
militin, will not permit it. Futhermore, [ think that the
political direction taken is aboul to establish an ideology
which will not allow for militarsm (o exist, On that poeing
| am mdre than confident.
Does FRELIMO kill people in the interior? I do not know;
however, one thing is certain: | had learnt about the death
of an ex-leader of FRELIMO. He had been “hguidated™
in connection with the events of last year. [ met him quite
alive at the training camp in Beira, 1 am speaking of Mr.
Morrupa whom | have kngwn for two years  This should
be proof that FRELIMO does not follw a policy of “liqus-
dating™ those of its members who commit a fault, but reies
on a principle that is as humane as it is revolutionary in
helping its erring members 1o take up the fight agnin- after
having clarified their positions and sccepted the direciions
and wishes of the majority,

Q: The tone of the articles that have appeared in many
Western newspapers: lalely tend (0 créate the impression
tha FRELIMO is in'a ¢risis, that the siruggle has stopped
ar al least that its-rhythm has slowed down, and that there
are =erious divisions that threaten 1o destroy the organisa-
fion.  What are vour comments about this?

A Iu s not the first time that the bourgegis press of
Europe and her colonies has tried to discredit a liberation
miovement — this should nctually be an encouragement. |
ghould be concerned nbout FRELIMO i1 that press started
to congratulate FRELIMO on its successes.  For il your
enemy applauds you, then vou must have made an error
somewhere.  According to what T have seen — nnd | repeat:
I have not seen everyihing —, FRELIMO is not in a crisis
and its struggle 18 not stagnating. Nor have | seen among
those who fight and among the population of the liberated
rones the least sign of Tatigue or division

Q: Your visit occurred at a time when the Poriuguese
announced to the whale world thot they had launched s
great offensive against the FRELIMO forces and that they
had regained control over the FRELIMO zones. According
to what you saw, what in fact did that offensive mean and
what change did take place in the balance of forces?

A: I had the unpleasant surprise as [ listened to the news
on the radio one day 1o learn that the base of Limpopa,
together with two others, namely Kissanga and Berra, have

heen destroyed — unpleasant because at thal moment | hap-
F:nnl o b an. Limpopo, but did not participate in any
altle or 2oz any bombs explode, and nerther did | see far or
near 4 Partuguese soldier,  To be'sure, it was aboul 1wo
or three days earlier that | heard nerdplanes passing and
bombs exploding, bul far away, and therefore | was not in
a position to record: aneye-wilness accountonthe ™ Destries
tion ol Kissanga™, where the night before | hnd shared in
o meal with the civilian populiation; neither in Limpopo
where | took my first hot bath since entering Mozambican
lerriiory: nor finally on Beira which 1 visited two days later,
They are engaging in wishiul thinking, the Porfuguess,

Cn July Sth, when | prepared mysell o leave the libernted
ternitories, a group of FRELIMO fighters attacked Porig-
puese saldiers who had stayed put at the spot where they
had been parachuted some time before — “in honour of
Algeria’s independence™, remarked a former member of
the colonialist army who had joined his Mozmbican bro-
thers. A little while later 1 passed this “famous™ road
which the Partuguese claim 10 have under control.  The
time wias 2 pom. and there was not the shightest noise, neither
i tank 1o be seen or any other vehicle — nor o Partupuese
soldier.




THE
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CONFERENCE

ROME

Fram June 2Tth to 20th more than 350 delepates re
presenting 177 orgamzatons from 64 countrics mel in
Rome with the ptrpose of studying ways and means 0
isolate even more Portuguese colominhsm, and Bow to
intensify the support to the struggle of the peoples of Lhe
Porlugiess colonmies.

The ambassador of Portugal in Rome as well as the
ambassadors of other impenalist countries tried (o per-
spade the Ialian Government o prohibit the reabization
of the Conference.  But the great popular wave of sympathy
for our peoples prevailing in Ttaly led to the extending of
permission by the lahan Government to allow the con-
lerence 1o lake place.

The simple fact that the Conference took place in Rome,
capital of a member country of NATO, of a country who
furnished o the Portuguese colonialists jet-lighters, wis
o big diplomatic defeat for Portugal, and & great |'.Il.'l|ilil:n'||
defent for. imperialism and NATO which saw their crimes
publicly denounced. But even more impartant, and o
clear indication of the great success of the Conlerence,
was the importance and quality of the participants and
the contents of the decisions tiken. Besides the delegations
of FRELIMO. MPLA and PAIGC and of the Council
of Direction of CONCP, the Conference had the participat-
tion of the OALL, which was represénted by o delegation
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of the Gencril Scoretanat and another of the Liberation
Commiliee

Participating in the Conference were also the OSPAA
{Organieation of Solidarity with the Peoples of Africa and
Azig) and the World Council of Peace—which were part
of the Organising Commitice of the Conference-—as well
a5 a delegation of the United Nations and of the Tricon-
tinental Organization,

All our comrades n' the struggle were presenl: ANC
from South Afrcs, ZAPU from Zimbabwe SWAPO
from MNamibia, FNL from South Yietnam, MNeo Lao
Haksat from Laos, the National United Front of Cambodia,
the Orgamzation for the Liberation of Palesting, the Anti-
Impermlist Fighters of Brazil and of other countries in Latin
Amence, from the USA, and the Anti-Fascsti Militants
from Spain and [rom Greece. On our side there were
also representatives of the FPEM (Frente Patriotica de
Libertacac Mocional), of the Communist Party and other
democrais who in Portugal hght against the colomial war
and fascism

The Afnican counircs sent many delegations representing
their partes and governments.  Many of them were led
by ministers or high officials of political organizations.

Many heads of State and high-ranking personalitics from
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Africa sent warm messages of support, ‘Among them
were: Presidents MNasser {5 the UAR, Khedafli of Litwyi,
Ouild Daddah of Mauritania, Francisco Macias of Equa-
torial Guoinea, Manon MNgosabi of the People's Bepublic
of Congo  (Brozaville), Micombers of Burundi; Vice-
President Awadallah of Sudan, Kaid Ahmed of Algersi,
Dr. Mohamed Fayvek, Mimster of State for External’ Affars
of the UAR, Daouda Badarou, Minister of Exiernal
Affairs of Dahomey

MNon-African heads of State and heads of Government
also expressed ther warm greetings o the Conlerence;
Prince Sihanouk, Head of State of Cambodin: the Presidents
ol Syria and lrag; Prime Minister Pham Yin Dong ol
the Democratic Republic of Yietnam: Madame Bandara-
naike, Pnme Minister of Ceylon; President MNguven Hu
Thu of the FNL of South Yictnam. The socialist countries
of Europe, Koren and Cuoba also sent delegations 1o
teatify once more their solidarity with our strugale,

From all of Western Europe many delegations: came,
led by persomahies representing political parties, trade
unigns, religious ::lrgdn'r}...llium youth movemenis, women's
orgamzations, studenls” organizatons and -:,u]1ur.,|| groups.
Also present were several other internationsl organiza-
tions: the World Council of Churches, the International
Asseciabion ol Democratie Junisis, the World Trade Union
Federation, the International Federation of Democratic
Women, the Federanon of Alrcain Women, the Warld
Federation of Democratic Youth, the Pan-Africon Youth
Movement, the International Union of Siudents, and others.
At ke Conference were represented  different  social,
political and religious  tendengics, expressing one and
the same wish of freedom,

Through its wide participation. the Rome Conference
showed that the struggle agninst Portuguese colonialism
is a cause which mobilizes all honest men, all men opposed
(o shavery.

The Conference proved further that the propréss of our
straggle has become known and is recognized i the whole
world. The peoples of Angoln, Guines and Cape Yerde
and Mozambigue are not akone, the whole humanity is
on their side. This was borne oot in each of the specches,
cach message, cach word that was spoken during this
Conference. And this was also shown in a moving way
by the World Council of Peace in decorating FRELIMO,
MPLA and PANGC with the golden medal George Lamb-
rakig, as well as by the Mational Association of the Italian
Partisans who presented their flag to each of our organizi-
tions,

The reports of the three commissions of the Cenference
(Political, Juridical, and Commission on Materinl Aid)
as well as the general declaration, which express the un-
animous opinion of all paricipants, stress the following
main pﬂ!ﬂ'l.i
— that Portuguese colonialism is a barbaric and retro-

gressive force imposed on us through brutality and

BEErCssIon ;

— (hat MATO, the United States of America. Federal
Germany, Great Britain and France through their

cconomic, political and milnary support o Portugal,
enable this backward, underdeveloped country to launch
aggressive wars: against three peoples:

that the colonial and raciat alliance of Lishan, Pretsr
and Salisbury is mimed at serving imperialsm and g
oppressing and  assailing our- peoples:

that the activities of the imperialist finanoal groops
eapboil the riches and the peoples of Angola, Mozambi-
gue and Guinea. and in order 1o maineiin their hated
domination, suppori the colomalisis and prepare new
criminal plans to prevent the defent of Portogal ;

The Conlerence through the reports further confirmed

—total suppor o FRELITMO, MPLA and PATCC, which
are the representatives and the leading organcations
of the peoples of Mozambigque, Angola, Guinea and
Cape Yerde,
the recognition of the state powers. and sovercigniy
eifectively exercised by FRELIMO, MPLA and PAIGC
in vast regions of ‘our couniries:

— the meed to intensaly nformation on our strugele,
in order 1o better mobilize the European democratic
masses for the struggle .Jb..lirlhi Portuguese colonialism

— the duty of all peoples, of 211 governments. and of all
democratic and progressive organizalions in the warld
Lo organise-and develop mterid support to the armed
liberation strugele and (o the activibigs of nalional
reconstruciion in Mozambique, Angolia and Guinsa.

The Rome Conference consiiuted thercfore an important
manifestation of anternational solidanty with the: peoples
ol Morambigue, Angola and Guinga and with their respec-
nve orgamFatons— FRELIMO, MPLA and PAIGC
It proves ithat the peoples in the world have reiched a
high level of consciousness of their commaon inicrests in
the struggle against  colomalism and imperialism. 1t
shows that the objective interests which link the peoples
fighung forandependence, the Western peaples opposing
capitalist oppression dnd the peoples of the socialist
countries, are already-understond by everybody.

Therefore, the solidarity expressed- at-and throush the
Fome Conference s a glear and congcrete answer of our
time to the policy of domination and exploitation which
the allinnce Porugal/South  Afrca/Bhodesia- is . under-
tnking with the missive support of the Weslern powers,
i particular the NATO countries and Japan

This-also means that the intermationalization of colonial
nEgression must be opposed with internationalied anti-
eolonial and ant-impenalist action, The common aclion
of the mationalist movements of the: Portuguese colonies
amd of the anti-colomalist - and anti=imperialist  world
forces is therefore the one force which will be able to bring
the support that. Portugal, South Africa and Rhodesia
conlinie 1o receive [rom Lthe Western powers (o & halt
It is this force in particular which will be able 1o prevent
those powers Trom engaging in the way of dirsct military
intervention against the peoples of the Portugucse colonies
i order to prevent the pobtical and military defeat of
Portugal,

Thus. the Rome Conference opened new and  wast
perspectives or the victorious development of the revolu-
tionary armed strugale for national liberation of the peoples
of Mozambigue, Angola, Guinea and Cape Verde, and
consiiuted an mporiant caontribation for the consobhidation
of the solidarity and rendship among the peoples of the
whole world who are engaged in the strugele against
oppression, for the general progress of humanity.




DECLARATION OF THE ROME
CONFERENCE

One of the essential charncieristics of the history of
our times 15 the vigorous development of national hberation
strugeies which has been transformed for many coumniries
into independence andihe regaining of dignity for hundred
of mullions of men and women in Africa and elsewhere.

Portuguese colonialism, which refuses decolonisation and
conducts genocidal wars against the people of Angola,
Guinet and Mozambique, 15 manifestly o crime aguins
humanity. To dominate and exploit the peoples-and riches
of Angols, Guinea and the Cape Yerde, Mozambigue and
San Tome, it has resorted more than anything elss fo
repressive aclions:

It has instituted forced labour, the export of workers
who are not given any choice. - system of obligatory
cultivation of certain crops solely for its own profit and that
of the companies,

Every time 1the peoples atiempied to expréss, even by
peacelul means, their reection of Lthe brutsl cxploiiation
which was enstwving them, the Portuguese coloninlists
in cold blood resorted (o massicnés,

That 15 why in [ully assuming theic national and histons
responsibilities FRELIMO, MPLA, and PAIGC led their
peoples along the only road’ which codld bring them
freedom and independence: armed national liberation
struggle. In developing the popular fight lowards victory,
in ideniiflying themaelves with the inleresis of their peoplés,
FRELIMO, MPLA and PAIGE are confirmed as the irod
representatives of Mozambique, Angola and Guinea and
Cape Verde. Their activities can be Seen in the destruction
of the struciures of dominstion. new and tradiional,
and in the esiablishment of 4 new and popularsocial order.

In order to oppose this.siuation the colonmlists. of
Lisbon are faciliating penciration of powerlul economic
intereals of imperlist powers o ensure that these interests
should eonsider their fate as linked 1o that of Portuguese
dominauon, They become defenders of the cause of
Forivgil’s colonmism éxpressing themselves through the
policies of thear governments, and thus create conditions
for an increasing internationalisation of the conlrontation,

The direct and massive aid from NATO—not 1o speak
of the military and economic support Lishon  receives
from the governments of the United States, West Germany.
Hritain and France—is a2 decisive factor in Portugal’s
abality 1o continue her colonial wars, The governments of
member stiles of NMATO must dissociate themselves from
this ¢rime, i=okiting Portugal at both political and miliary
levels and firmly condemning this colonial war, [t must
mlso be underlined tha Portugal’s grand design 15 streng-
thencd by the racist and colonial alliance between Portugal,
South Africa and Rhodesia

In sprie of the sssstance and the collaboration which
she empoys, Portugal cannot control the situation so that
her allies have beeh led to consider direct nulitary inter-
vention which has already materralised in’ Angola and
Mozambigque

The struggle of the peoples of the Portugiese
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colomies becomes in this context a vital contribution to the
cavse of freedom in Afnca, and 1o the cause that applies to
all humanity—national independence and human dignity.

Al the same time, the activities of democratic and pro-
gressive forces towards these abjectives, and in particular
the development of the anti-colonialist movement in
Portugil and the other liberation stroggles: in Africa and
throughout the world, are an important and necessary
factor for the cause of lhe peoples of the Portuguese
colonies. On this we must state that the successes already
won by the peoples of Anpola, Guinea, the Cape Verde
Islands and Mozambique, while being the réesult of the
ciforis and sacrifices n? these peoples in their struggle, are
also owed 1o the active solidarity of the independent
vountries of Afnca, the Socialist countries, of the non-
aligned countries and of democratic and progressive forces
throughout the world.

For the first time delegates from 64 countries, representirg
|77 national and international organisations, have met
in Europe to study and decide upon ways of developing
political, moral and material solidarity with the stroggling
peoples of the Portuguese colomies.

This  solidarity must be transiated info vrgent and
immediate actions, the nature of which will be decided
by the evolution of the situation in each country and
taking inlocoansideration their-specific conditions. They
miust first 'be concerned wiath-lorcmg Porfugal 1o grant
immediate and total independence 10 thess peoples, who
already have sovereignty owver large areas of territory
administered in Angols by the MPLA, in Guinea by the
PAIGE and in Mozambigoe by FRELIMO,

Foonchieve this, we mustigerease the isolation of the
Fortugucse mlnnﬂlliti by exposing the massive support
they receive frbm the NATO Allinnce in general, and in
particular front the tniled States, West Germany, Britain
and France: This must alio be undertaken with régard o
all the natignal and international economical and financial
institutions that provide Portugal with the necessary means
for continuing her aggression.

We must also, especially through mass popular action,
prevent the couniries linked with coloninlist Portugal
from commitiing themselves to a new phase of armed
intervention to replace’ the failure of their political and
military siralegses.

Finally, our activitics must concretely support the cfforts
towards liberation and national reconstruction made by
FRELIMO, MPLA and PAIGC, whom the Conference
considers as holding: effective power in their countries,
on the basis of the law of their peoples. This new legal
silaation must be recognised internationally,

In this tenth snniversary year of the United Mations
Declaration on the right (o independence of the colonial
peaples, and on the threshold of the tenth anniversary of
the lounching of the armed pational liberation struggle
of the peoples of the Portuguese colonies, the Rome
Conference reaffirms its solidarity with the peoples of
Angola, Guinea and the Cape Yerde Islands and Mozam-
bique, and Sao Tome and Principe, and calls on all coun-
iries, governnients, national and international orgunisations,
.'tmt ta all men of good will, 1o accomplish these inspiring
[asks,




WAR REVIEW

The Portuguese appear 10 have some difficulty in deciding
on 4 consisient approach 10 their problems in Mommbique
Oy a little over 18 months ago the Governaor Cieneral
told the Legislative Assembly that in Cabo Delpado and
Niassa districts guernilla.infiliration had been “progres-
sively eliminated”, Later a1 the opening session of the
Governing Council he said that the sitwation in Cabo
Delgado and Tete was “aradually returning (o normal.
Yel only a year llater they felt compelled 16 launch the
largest offensive they have ever undertaken since the siarl
of 1he war six years ago. It seems thal they try Lo com-
pensate for what they cannot achieve militarily by inter-
minable propaganda about the end of the war being in
a sight.

In fact, however, our military reports imdicate exactly
1he "-'*F'F"":"fh'-'- A COMpansnn belween our achiviliés in
the twelve month period July 19%68-June 196% and ithe
following year July 1969-June 1970 is surely overwhelming
proof that our Forces are progressing from strength to
strength,

July 1968 —Jdume 1969
Amebiishes!

M fin
Cabo Delgado .. T s L 54
Tele i o o s . 3
Minssn .. s ; : = S
July 19658—Jume 1970
Cabo Delgado .. kL 1= o 145
Tete T e i3 - = e
Minssa .. 5 o o o 143

Apart from this increase n the scale of oar CIPETE IO,
there haves bedno no-speciacular changes in. our stralegy
of programmes. Thelast military review o year ago traced
the! gradual evoluton of ibhe struggle through the early
days af isolated mines nd saboiage, then more and more
ambushes  and regudanr attacks agmnst  foriied posis
culminatipg in_highly organized offensives using all these
tachics tohiher best advanmge. This we continue 10 do,

Qur fighters areconcepiraling on imtensifving their petivilies
in: the arcas where they are currently operating and firmly
consolidnfing thewr position.  The enemy contmoes to
hold out in iselnred cncampments-with their land com-
munications severed, Our people characiernise our military
saivaiion and deline our sirategy by referring 10 the Afncan
saving: “To kil asnakeé n a hole, dont put vour hand
inside ity pour in hot water and the snake will come out—
then Kl 1t The Poriuguese are isokated in thetr posis.
therr “holes™. We create conditions that Foree them out

but curting their communications and hence their supplies;
and by consianl harpssment. Onee they are oul, more

F:rjq'.llr_| Vekiofoy Alrrrafs
Aszaulrs kil Destroved  shar down
T ek | A7
I 131 62
Il 1] 23
! [EL] il 4
24 il b8 2
13 3531 712 |




vulnerable, then we sitack, This 1% well (llusiraied by (he
history of the Mileda-Sagal road in Cabo-Delgado

To go-back just twelve months, i Mays 1969 {four lornes
heading for Muzda hit our mines and were blown up,
putting 16 enemy soldiers out of action’ The followimg
January we blew up more convoys, o0 the Tth and XYInd,
and in February the poss of Miteda'itsell; was bombarded.
In' May the enemy made n conderted effort to reopen the
road, but our mines agmin desindyed two wehicles, ong
oncthe 2nd and another on the 1Eth-&lline seven soldiers
Three days later they tried agfin—this.lume.with a trastor
in Tront—bul again it was destroyed pogether with a larry
dnd they were lorced (o return to Mueda vet again. On
June 15t they sent out yeb another convoy, this time pre-
cedied by a group on fool to-detect our mines.' -Bul when
they found one and sterted 1o dlefuse 11, 1 exploded Killhing
theee of them. The remainder of the squad refused (o
continee and evervone retormed 1o Mueda. Three days
later our fighters ambushed a group of Portugoese soldiers
near Mitedn, killing six, and two davs after that o further
convoy that tred o pet through was ambushed. Two
wehiches were damaged, o number of soldiers: kitled, and
the others forced 1o retreat. It ks o similar story on other
mitin roads—Muidumbe-Mangololo eleven times, Mueda-
Segal fourteen times, both in'o lithe over twelve months;
Diaca-Sapal fifteen times 11 six months,

Oine of the best illustratons of the growth of our various
offensves 15 thet being followed in Tete province, with
the aim of preventing the construction of the Ciahora
Bassa dam. The front was not reopened until March 1968,
but within five months two bombers and a helicopler
had been shot down, During the tem months of that year
reparts were received of 231 operations, including attacks
gginst two bases. In the following year, reports were
received of 54 saboiage operations including . six attacks
against posts and comps. In the six months unfil June 1970
there were 94 sabotage actions, ambushes and assaulis—
the latter apainst the camps of Camukhumula, Kawnza,

Chitsera, and the posts of Phewa, Chitici, Mpata, Kanhende,
Chirembe, Kanssombo, Intawn, Manjania, Anithusa, and
Oliveira, Tworeconnaissance planes were shot down,

The isolation, both in ferms of the physical aspects of
the war termain and: of the freedonr o movement, coupled
with the insecunty of never knowing when or from where
the next atinck will wke-plice, has very adverse effects
an the morale of the Portupttese troops, particularly the
comsenpled: men. who form™ the vast-majority. Qur lorces
have always beéen aware of this. fact, both from their
ganversations with pnsoners and deserters and from their
abservillion of the eficimy in action. Although vehemently
denied by the Portuguese, this has been confirmed yel again
by 'our recent capiurés ol many pocsonal letters: writlen
by Porugueese soldiers. Some..of which are shiown here
with translations. They hardly convey the impression of
lowil patriots convinced they are defending their mother
countey,

These letiers are just one of the many vared kinds of
items that our forces are- now chplunng. Al one [ime,
it was only assaults against posts that produced ammunition,
weapons, etc., but with the growing skill and experience
af our fighters, ambushes and evén mining  operations
are proving useful sources of equipment. Muatarally thess
are nol in such large amounts as when the store of 4 post is
raided; they are important nevertheless, for esch caplured
rifle means that one more militant can take up the offensive.
As one of our highters says

If you are ready in combat

the best thing (o do

is to camouflage yoursell and be patient

better to kill one encmy

ancl ciiplure his weapons

than to kil thirey gquickly

and: leave their weapons behind,
{ Reconrendacao ao Guerrilheiro
by Assikulava).




This marked escalation in our activities over the lasi
|2 to 18 months, despite many problems. could not have
been achieved without the full participation of the civilian
population. Over the past months the level of political
consciousness ol the people has grown remarkahly, as
a result of the intensive mobilisation and education by
our political commissars. Previously. the major par-
ticipation of the populations in the struggle was limited
1o the defence of their zones, the transportation of mntgrml.
the supply of food to the military bases and the provision
of information on the movements of the enemy. Today
the le also participate actively in the offensive activities,
withp‘::ﬁilim fighting side by side with guerrillas. All the
problems of the development of the struggle are discussed
together by both groups and at the same time the guerrillas
participate actively in the tasks of national reconstruction.
The distinction: between civilian and militnry becomes less
and less descernible—participation in the struggle becomes
global, and the enemy mors iolated,

And the enemy is well aware of this. Tt was already
mentioned in our last report how the Portugoese were
now -acknowledging Ihal “contral of the people™ wis
the crucial Factor in the battle, and had begun Yarious
measures of “peychological warfare™ to win over the local
population by inculcating in them an appreciation of
Portuguese values and way of life. The Portugucse arc
now seeking to increasingly involve the Afndin populations
in both defence and development—by allempiing Lo eatab-
lish garrisons of locally recenited troops and by speeding
up various development programimies, of which their various
settlemient schemes are an inteégeal part,

Following the American and British examples of using
“strategic villages™ to better conttol the activities of the
local population, Portugal has besn spemding vast sums
of money (reportedly /52,5 million in | 1968) an the establish-
ment of these “trategic villages™ (aldeamentos). These
are of thres kinds, The first are regarded as the “front line
of defence™ and are surrounded by barbed wire and other
means of proiection, The second type, considered fo be of
strategic and economic’ value, 15 located further away in
carefufly selected areas, bul not inlended for permanent
seltlemnent (an open acknowledgement that this 13 & des-
perute stop-gap measure as they could never exist per-
manently 1n this area any way). The third type. outside
the contesicd arcas, are buill as permancal settloments
io halt our advance, Dunng Oclober 15969 the “hlaticias”
ol Lourcnco Marques published a serics ol srticles on the
new aldeamentos. It described one, Marere in Cabo
Delgado, as being under 24-hour vigl from all sides, with
sentinels posted openly or in trenches and  defended by
the army. the mulitin, the Public Securnity Folice (PSP)
and the Fiscal Guard, It is a significant ndication of life
in thess settlements thatl more and more people are flecing
from them into the liberated zones

The reason for (his seems to be that the Poriuguese are
caught in an insoluble dilemma, They have ohserved from
the expeniences of FRELIMO that with the supporl of
the people anything can be nchieved, cven Bgains! overs
whelming odds, They therefore try to seduce the populations
with, therr “development programmes’’, not renlizing  that
this will achieve nothing as they will not give the one thing
the people really wani—their frecdom. Morcover, any

positive effects that these measures might have are far
outweighed by the necessity fo resorl 1o more and more
repressive acthions in order (o stay in conirol,

A recent UN report based on studies by an Ad Hoc
Working Group of experts established by the  United
Mutions Commussion on Human Rights® siates that;

“Evidence o5 a whole revealed that with the intensi-
fication of guerrille activities, the Portuguese military
and police are indiscriminate in their methods of capture
and more often than not of innocent men, women and
children who are herded into concentration camps there
to suffer beatings and humilintions. A wiiness. likened
the treatment of Afrcan prisoners Lo “lortures reminis-
cent of Mazi heydays.”

“Portuguess reprisals, in the form of nking hostapes,
lolfowing a° scorched earth policy, massive and con-
tinuous acrial bombardments and indiscriminate killing,
are o normal feature of the war in the three Portuguese
colonies of Angola, Mezambique and Guinca (Bissau),”

“The general pattern of évidence reveals. severe
conditions of torture by the use of such insiruments as
‘palmatona—a flail or paddle which nflicts severe pain
on honds and' feet—electric shoek applianges and oui-

right beatings. Inflicting torture 15 one of the most
common featurss i the Portugiese termitones apphed
by police, prsonsand military authorities.™




There has been a marked increase in the activities of
the dreaded PSP and PIDE (now renamed Directorite
Cieneral of Security) an Mozambigue. In December 15968
the Director-General of PIDE visited the lermbory and
i the same month the number of PIDE personnel was
incrensed by almost 407 from 473 1o 662, A more recent
indication of this trend s the 1969 military. budget which
ingreased 1he PIDE allocation by 20% and that of public
security by 24% . There was glso i 4% incrénse for Prisons;
the prison population in Mozambigue excesds 230,000,
(MHcial Poriuguese figeres for 1968 show that apotal of
13,549 Africians were arrested by the PSP during the vear,
5755 ol them lor “cromes-against: public peace and order.™
182 were handed over 1o PIDE. .-"l.-.'l.'u:-r'l.l:m;_.' Lo 4 repart in
“Le Monde® in Movember 1909, some 300K Alricans
are being delmined withoul  court @action in the prizons
of Machava and Mabalane for having relused 1o denounce
micmbers of FRELIMO

The UM report, mentioned previously, describes how
@ man can be kept i prison andefinitely onl the prefext
that he 15 a danger to society, and that the jodiciary is
completely subordingie o the political police with s
decimons being o foregone conclusion. “The PLDE, the
sedrel police, which contrals the deshings of all Affcans,
exploat their prerogative (o detain anyone n- prison [or
six. months without charge or trinl, by releasing him after
that pericd and rearresting him as soonas he dteps outside
the prison guies. There is no record of g judes going aguinst
the dedisions of PIDE. Soldiers are vested with the .Lul!|'|:'rr'|r5.
o deal summarily with prisoners. by shoating them on
the spot. Summary Grresis are ofen  made as reprisals
[ollowing puerrilla activities in' the area.” Il goes on (o
describe prison conditions where 400 Africans are crowded
into dormutones buill to necommaodnte 150: 10-15 Prisomers
placed in 8 11, x 10, cells with no beds or sanitasy facilities,
no medical care, and food anfit For Bumian consumplign

El]. far the most important mehns ol control and repres-
sion in the colomes s the armed forces themsclves, who
now . number  more. than 60000 0 Mozambigue., Over
the past IR months there has been considerable reorganizi-
tion of the military (o cope with the deteriornling position
overseas, [he |"ul'||,|l,1l;|.1,:w Minstres ol the .-"n.rm:; and
Brefence were merged in onder 1o effect closer integration
of miliary and lossie operatons. Parallel measures in
the colonies were miended 1o deal more efficiently with
Tsubversion” by bringing about a closer collaboration
Between military, commanders and administrative autho-
ritiesi. Changes in regulations governing military service
have become o regular feature of the Portuguess scene a3
the manpower demands of ihe wairs conbnug 1o nse,
Latest amendments in September 1969 and February 1970
concermed  compulsory extensions of service for people
not serving overseas, the recall of certain officers in the
reserve and certinn classes of demobilized troops, provision
for the recall of oficers of cerinin classes, and the annual
training of reserves, In Portugal’s budget for 1970, 17.846.6
million escudos of the il expenditure will be for ardinury
government expenses amd  [0S47.7 million escudos (or
extraordinary expenses, the latter including 6350 million
esxcudos for national defence and security: (compared with
A3TEY million for the development plan). In nddition,
Mozambique’s own budget estimates include  9.332.1
milhon cscudos for military expenditone and 3649 million

escudos for-the navy, PSP, RIDE, Yoluntary Corps and
public sccurity

Al these measures hardly conform with official statements
nboutl guerrillas being “progressively eliminated™, but then
neither does 1he lntest hige offensive’ mounted by the
Portuguese in Mozambigue.

Operarion Gordion Knot

Beginning in May 1970, the Portuguese began a huge
offensive against FRELIMO forces, designed to “put an
end to the war once and for all.”  Events in the previous
few months had led it to be expected.  In January the
arrival of two ships in the same month with a {otal of
3,000 new troops wis an early sign that a major effort was
aboul 1o thke place. In addition, the civilian Governor-
Cieneral was reploced by & military. man, Mmajor-enginess
Arantes ¢ Cfiveira, and the Commander-in-Chief of the
Armed Forces was replaced by Portugal’s “top expert”
in guerrilla warfare, General Kaulza de Arriaga, He was
previously one ol the advisers of the Poriuguese Military
General Staff and was one of the founders of the colonial
regime. Soon afler his appoiniment. the General paid
i visit to the LUSA where hie had lengthy talks with General
Westmoreland on the American taclics used in South
Vietnam, He then arrived in Mozambigque lo pul into
practice his new-found knowledge, announcing that “in
o few weeks FRELIMO forces will have been liquidnted,”™

Acecording 1o the communigue issued by the Portuguese
High Command, they deployed in this offensive 15,000
troops supplied with 15000 tons of military equipment.
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Letters of Portuguese soldiers captur-
ed in an ambush on the 19th of July,
1970, on the road between NHICA and
PALMA, in Cabo Delgado.
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Dear Friend Lucidio,

After-15 days 1 was sent o Muedn, | went by plane
ta treat my teeth...] was there for three weeks, Icould
not stand ¢ longer, becouse the hospital of Mueds Is worst
than @ eemotory. You' cannot imagine how that dsf [
met there Adeo, do you remembar Bim from..

vor.Mines hore grow ke bush, You cannot imagine how
unlueky 1 am,... I only hope you will Be luckier than L

My father, whot wo must do 1s pot be constantly
counting the days, and when we coont not to do it by days
nor by months, but by years: then we shall hove o eount
only twice, [ am hore alresdy 3 monihs, more preclsely
B7 days, therafore thore are only 84 more duys to go,
the rest will also pass quickdy, and If you want to know
how many bours [ can tell you also, there are 15458
hours, after that s just a small ...

dear sister, I am going to tell you something, the
paratroopers made an attack against ihe Belra basw, 1t 18
not oo Iar from bere, In that atieck 32 of our soldiers
were killed.....




In addition 1o the regular troops they used a special corps
rather like the marines, called Yspecial hunters™ (cacadores
especigis) and also commandos. Much new war material
wis brought in—such a5 jels (which wers being pged n
Tete and Miaz=a but which appeired for the first Lme in
Cabo Delgndo on 20th May 1970}, and increased number of
bombers and helicoplers, armoured cars and anti-mipe
cari. For the 1wo weeks following May 20ith. the Por-
tuguese carried out, duily bomhing raids with squadrons
of 1620 planes, including jets, bombers, reconnaissance
plancs. propaganda planes (equipped with loud speakers)
and helicopters, They then attempied 1o attack three of
our bases with air-lifted and artillery forces. but all they
succesded in doing was 1o burn 8 few huts—the bases had
already been moved elsewhere some tme previously:
the mature of our war determines that we do not have fixed
bases. Yet despite this they issued almost daily communi-
ques: aboul the destruction of “dorens™ of FRELIMOD
bases, the capture of “many tons” of equipment, death
o “hundreds of terrorists™. In fact they did nol cause us
any serivus losses, either in men or material, nor did 1he
offensive in any way affect our control over the area,

For their part, however, the Porluguese have admited
1o losing 211 men in the period May, June and July which,
based on our past sxpenence with Lheir communigues,
is probably only abput 109, of their-real losses. (For
expmple, soldiers killed as a resuli of onr mining sabotuage
operitions are never counted ss-mihiary chsunliies. Ther
death 15 attribuied o o ‘car accident’ ).

Our combatants shot down one jet fighier (Fiat G=91},
iwe - helicopters and two reconnaissance plines. We sabo-
faged ope triin and destroved dozens of military vehicles
Almost all of the Poriugusse contingents-have been fe-
pelled, and our position 1o the dibermted ares remains
unchanged, our advance Lo new SONES - PrOCeRds.

The réasons for these new drastic megsures on the part
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of the Portuguese are not hard (o unearth. Inernational
support for our liberation struggle 15 growing fost, fostered
by our military achievements and our adviince on all fronts
In Jupe the first International Solidarity Conference in
Europe ook place i Rome, Possible forcign. investors
in Mozambegue are beginning to have second thoughts as
to the “stability™ of the country, vanmous pressures are
being browght to bear on firms contemplating an involves
ment in the Portuguese colonies—particularly the Cahora
Bassa project, (Oliveira’s previous position was Director
ol Flanning, which means he was one of the forces behind
this whole project). The outside world sees journalists
travelling freely through the-liberated areas. The time had
therefore come for a show of force on the part of the
Portuguese Uovernment, 1o demonstrate that it was siill
in full controd. Unfortunately for them, however, something
wenl ll.'l'l:ll"l]}' WIOng with this “show of Force™

This offensive was extremely important o FRELIMO,
but mot in the way the Portugoese anticipated. It was
impaortant because it constituged the frst real test for us,
and we were able 1o face up to that test. It revealed the
level of development of our struggle, how solid onr organiza-
ton s, how high 15 the fighting spirit of our fighters and
odr people. The fact that we were able to confront vie-
tonously, in one operation, 35000 Portuguese soldiers
(more than hall the Porttigoese drmy in Mozambique)
equipped with the most modern” weapons: and with the
canstant suppom of B strong air force,  demonsiraies
that our strugple has regched a stapge whars it can no longer
be defeated, that our people are absolutely determined to
defend -l all costs our revolutionary  achievements and
mrch.on.to.new Tronts. What was wrong with the Por-
tuguese “'show of force™ was that-il completely ignored
the determination of our people, our delérmination 1o be
free.

{ur a:ruggll: will continte until wctory s achicved.
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REPORT OF AN AMBUSH

Om the 2ist of May, 1970, our base received information
from the people of the region of Mueda that an enemy
convoy would leave the post of Mueda on the 24th of May
towards Mocimboa da Prain 1o feteh foodsiuffs. The
chief of the base organised a group of comrades for an
ambush on that road, Mueda-Mocimboa da Praia.  The
orders were strict: the road should be contralled day and
night until the enemy appeared, 1 was in the group chosen
for the operation.  We left on the 22nd of May.  When we
arrived near the road, the chiel of our group sent a recon-
naissance unit ahead to explore the terrain in order to find
out the most appropriate place for the ambush.  When the
place was chosen in the zone between Mueda and Mamau
we prepared ourselves for the ambush. Our sabotage
group went to place mings further down the road in the
direction 1o where the convoy intended to travel, and retur-
ned, The enemy did not appear on the day wehad been told.
only the following day he came. Earlyin the morning we heard
the noise of the lorres comimg from Muoeda.  Immedizlely
we made the last preparations, each of us camouflaging
himsell and prepanng his weapons for the action.  Soon
the enemy convoy appeared. In front walked a platoon of
Porluguese soldiers with mine deteciors, piving signals after
about every 30 metres to the convoy behind to:proceed.

Coancentrating on detecting mines they did not discover our
ambush, although we were just a few metres from them.
When the mine detecting unit was in front of our weapons we
opened fire.  They were completely wiped oul.  Before the
troops in the lorries could react, we entered the bush and
disappeared. The Portuguese collected their dead soldiers
and put them in the lorries and continued their trip.  About
one hour kater they hit our mines which had earlier been
placed by our sabotage unit on the same road.. The fromt
lorry was blown up; there were no survivors.  Faced with
ihe incrensing number of dead and reduced car space, the
Portuguese commander ordered that the dead be buried
along the roadside, which was done. The enemy comimander
thought that after the mine there would be no more danger
pnd ordered the convoy o advance. But he was mistaken,
because our group after the first ambush, had advanced
along the road and organized gnother ambugh bévond
the village of Namau. At about 5 p.m. the enemy Convoy
was again in fromt of our weapons. We destroyed two
more lorrics and killed many soldicrs with our bazookas,
machine guns and rifles.  We then retrented from the scene
of action and returned to our base, without having sulfered
any casualiies, singing of our victory, the heroism of otr
poaple angd deep determination to free our country Iram
Portuguese colomialism,

!
|
|
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The 7th Summit Conference

The Tth Organisation of African Unity Summit Conference
held in Addis Ababa carly in September was of pariicular
Importance because of its strong anti colonialist and anti-
imperialist stand. The two main topics on the Agenda were
the struggle against the white minority regimes of Southern
Africa and the question of arm sales to South Africa. Impaor-
tant decisions were taken concerning cach ssue; namely to
increase suppori to the Liberation Movements and make
representations o the countries  supporting Portugal,
South Africa and Rhodesia asking them o stop that suppart.

Addressing the Summit Confercnce on behaif of the African
Liberation Movements, Comrade Marceling dos Snntos,
Vice-President of FRELINO; explained the development of
the liberatlon straggle in the still dominated African coupiries,
denounced the imperialist swpport to Portugal. South Africa
and Rhodesia, and presented some concrete proposals con-
cerning co-operation betwern the independent African coun-
tries and the Liberation Movements,

Ihe following i« the full text of the speech Comrade
Marceline dos Santos delivered to the African Heads of
States and Governmenis,

Mr, President

Your Imperinl Majesiy.

¥ our I‘.".{.'Ii.'”-i.'ﬂl-\.'ll.'-. the Heads of Stales and of G.-n,_-rnm &nis,
Excellentcies,

Honourable Delegntes,

Dear Comrades in' Arms.

In the name of African peoples engaged in the battle
agminst colomalism,. imperialism and racism, for natonal
independence, justice and liberty, we address our warm and
[raternal greetings to the Honourable Delegates, the highest
Eepresentatives of the OA L Meémber States,

We particularly wish to address His Muijesty the Emperor,
to the Ethopian Government and people, the sentiments of
friendship and brothechood of the Freedom Fighters

We wish akso to salute President Kaunda, The SUppore
eambin accords the National Liberation Movements, the
mitmirves President Knunda has undertaken on the inter-
iitionil plane in our favouor, express a militant spirit which
honours s and is an gxanmple lor all of us,

We iherelore salute the election of President Kaunda as
Chairman ol this Assembly, and say 1o him: Mister Presi-
dent, when you assume the Chairmanship of the 7th Asse-
mbly of Heads of State and of Goverment of the QAL we,
the mational liberation movements, have the Teeling that
we oorsclves are a1 the Chairmanship,

Mr. Preadent,

Your Impenal Majesty,

Your Excellencics, the Heads of State and of Government,
Honourable Delegates,

Dear Connades 10 Arms,

Ivis for us an honour and pleasure 1o be able to address
this assembly of the highest African leaders and 1ogether.
10 see the reality and the future of our struggle.

In our time armed struggle for national liberation has
become one of the major events of our continent, and the
liguidation of these last bastions of colonialism and racism
constitutes withouot doubt, one of the most urpent problems.
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The speeches made vestenday at the opening session by
the distingoished African leaders — and which we salute
wilh enthusiasm — conhirm whal we have come Toosay, and
reinfarce our conviction of the impoartance ol aur cambat.

Our action, the liberation struggle in which our peoples
are engnged, though taking different forms is essentially an
armed strupggle, the: historie aolution for the realization of
our aspirations (o liberty.

The situation n-our countries 15 charactensed by & conti-
nuous development of guerrilly warfire, a5 well as the deve-
lopment of a political conciousness in’ the masses and the
construction of 4 new life in the zones already liberated,

In Angola, in Guinea-Bizssau and in Mozambique, Portu-
guese colonialism has suffered heavy defeats which are ex-
pressed in the extension of guernilla warlare and the con-
solidation of the liberated zones, where a new life has
bepun to be built and where the populations are free and
independent.

In South Africa, in Rhodesia and in Mamibiz, despite
the declarations of the minority fascist and racist white
governments that the situation is calm, guerrilla warfare is
developing and s crumbling the Vorster and Smith regimes.

As we are addressing vou, patciots are defving the fascist
and racist apartheid laws, and are accused of Actng 1o
overthrow the Government of South Africa.

In the Comores and in the secalled: French Somaliland,
the people arose to demand independence and, proving the
high level of their political Conscigusness, are courageously
struggling against the Freoch army of oppression.

In this way, the action. undertaken by FRELIMO . in
Mozambigue, by thé MPLA in' Angola, the PAIGC in
CGuinen-Bissau, the ANC in South Africa and ZAPLU in
Zimbabwe, SWAPD m Namibia, MOLINACO in the
Comores, and FLCS in the Somali Coast, has returned
historic initiative (o the people. Our struggles have attnined
a level and a dimension which constitute a vital contribulion
to the liberation of our continent.

Faced with the development of our strupggles, the coloni-
alist fascist and racist regimes of Portugal, South Africa
and Rhodesia are imcreasing their means of repression.
The army, mrforce, navy, police and all the forces of
repression are engaged in the struggle against the rise
of nationalism in our couniries,

Portugal increases each day its military strength using
the most modern arma,  South Africa is renewing its navy,
increasing 18 urforce; and France continually reinforces
its: repressive capabilitic: in the Comores and in the so-
called French Somaliland

In order to maintain the sysiem of domination and
exploitation, the regimes of Lishon, Pretorin and Salisbury
have called upon the Western powers, and  particularly
the members of MATO,

In faet, it is because powers such as the United Siates,
West Ciermany, France, England, Belgiom, Holland,
Iualy, as well as Japan and Israel. have given their political,
military and financial support 1o the regimes of Portugal,
South Alrica and Bhodesia, that they can conlinue 1o

fight the war of oppression aguinst our people.  Amencan
planes and napalm have been wsed agamnst men and crops.
France is replacing the ships of the South African navy
and furmishes helicopiors.: West Germany conbinues. 1o
sell planes and arms and s investing,in Cahorn Bassa
The Conservative British Governmient,  after having
ehibornied a plan for the dommanon of South Africa;
i whoch il reiterates the idea ol the South Atlaniee Trc;u:.,
wishes now 1o renstitute the sale of arms 1o South Africa

By s0 doing. the Western powers have attempied o
saleguard their own cconomic interests in the region,
by supporing programmes. which exploil and dominate
our peoples and our riches,

That s, these powers cannol concieve of the defence of
their inferests except within g fremework of *'master-skave’’,
“exploiler-exploited ™ relutionship.

It 15 this conception of the Western countrics: which
wit see pul forth in lsrmel’s impenalist and rionist aggression
pgainst the people of Palestine and the Arab countries

It 15 also this same concepiion which we see put forth
in the American dggression against Vietnam. Laos and
Cambodin

All this illustrates the clenr opposition of the Wesiern
powers 10 the liberty ol the peaple, and we can thius con
¢lude that, by opposing our righl (o independence, these
powers also are opposed (0 the whole of Africa

However, iF, the colomalist and smperinhsl forces are
prejudiced ggainstoour peoples, it s also frue that this
aggression  how covied an nternavonsl  movement ol
solidarity. with our struggle,

Independent Africa, constious of s inlerests and of
il responsibilities, s on Jour side; and is determined (o
support our struggle.  We ‘have alsp the support of all
sociplist  countries” “Even in Western countries, the
democratic and progressive forces have launched a cam-
paign in support of our struggle. In some of these countrics,
auch as Iy, F.L'l].ﬂ:llul. the Metherlands, the movement
of sohdarity is already such as (o force their Governmenis
1o reconsider their positions,  Finally, in Asig and n
Latin America, the siruggling peoples express their solidarity
with s,

In this context, the Rome Conference was an important
and  great manifestation of international solidariy  for
aur strogele. We 1ake this opporiuniy [0 gxpress our
gratitude to the OAU [or the contribution which it made
o the success of the. Conference; by being represented
by itz general secretariaf, as well as the Liberation Com-
miltee,

In the same mianner, we thank all the Afrcan countries
who were represented or who sent messages ta the Cone-
fereice.

The Rome Confcrence was an opportunity for all pro-
gressave and democratic world forces to joantly:
reiterate the condemnation of Portugtiese colonialism
as well as the Vorster and Smith regimes;
reaffirm their unified interest in the struggle against
colonialism and imperinhsm;
— stigmatise the complicity of the Western powers and




particularly the members of WATO, in the crimes of
Portuguese colonialism

— declare their total support to FRELIMO. MPLA and
1o PALGC, the real representatives in their countries

Hiz Holiness, Pope Paul ¥1, by receiving the representa.
tves of FRELIMO. MPLA and PAIGC, undeniably
recognised the fact that these three movemenis are the
legitimate representatives of the peoples of Mozambigue,
Angola, Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verde [Islands
respectively.

it 15 necessary to salute this international solidarity
expressed in the Rome Conference as a sign of new times
which open great perspectives for the successful strugple
for liberation because this international sofidarity is the
appropriate answer to the joint action of the alliance
Portugal. South Africa and Rhodesia, backed by the
NATO powers, as well as Japan. That is o say, against
the internationalisation of the colonialist, fascist and racis
apgEression agminsl our pooples, we must oppose the inter
nationalisation of anti-colonialist and  anti-imperialist
welion.

Mr. President,

Your Excellencics, Heads of States and of Ciover nments,
Honourable Delegates,

Comrades in Arms,

If ihe perspectives of the struggle for the total liberation
ol our ¢ontinent against the Bide of forgign domidalion
and exploiation are favourable, ' sl remains that we
musi light a very hard and very long batile

The difficult struggle underinken. by the African Siafes
to comsolidate their ndependence. and the ruggle which
our peoples are making for liberation, are today intimaialy
assocuied,
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By opposing themselves to nationalist movemeants, the
colonialist and imperialist forces are altempting (o put
mto practice their plan to transform Southern Africa into
A strategic military base, not only against our peoples
struggling for ndependence, but also against the effort
for total liberation, the struggle in which the African States
are involved lor the consolidation of their independence.
That is to say, the action against the liberation movements
15 only the first step in a more vast action of colonialism
and imperialism aiming at blocking the efforts of the A fricuan
States to consolidate: Africa’s independence and umity.

It is this very evident truth, today clear for everybody.
that makes each African couniry unahle to be free as long
as there remain peoples under colonialist domination find
exploitation on the continent.

Aherefore, as Africans, we must increase our role and
pace in the general combat against the last bastions of
colonialism, faseism und racism, and which has become
the first and most urgent task of our continent.

Our peoples

untl victory,

are fulfilling their duty and will Conlinue

By taking up arms, in a precise historic context guch as
our own, {and which we do not profess in any wiy 1o be
i necessity-for all), owr peojile bring, through the force
of history, a major contribution, 1o the libération of Africa
Despite all the difficulties and obsipcles, our detfermination
0 succesd and 1o be free will not weaken, and the armed
struggle will each day spread (o new regions, bringing with
it_the light of liberty, -

boindependent Africn comes the heavy bt glonions
task. of providing all the politecal, military, financial and
other assistange necessar ¥ for our ofganisations 1o continte
the national liberation programme which we have planned
on the basis of the interests, realities ind objpectives of our

-
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peoples and of our respective countries,

Hawever. we all know that the present African cliort,
regardless of how precious it is to us, is not only insufficient,
but it is also well below the real possibilities of African

Siales,

We should. then, find ways Lo eliminats the obstacies
which block from full expression the will for solidarity
alt the great mgjionty of African States.  First of all,
we hope that the conciusions of the Commiltee of Seven
will be uble 10 fy the concerns of the African States,
amd will permit those siiles: W0 bring their effective con-
tribution 1o our siruggle

On the other hand, i is our beliel that an effort musl
he made to find new (orms of commumcaiion between
the African States and the National Liberation Movements
which are adapied to the presont stage of our slruggies
and which might favour the development of our muiual
understanding.

The relationship already existing between the Alrican
Siates and nationalist movements must underge o change
so as to permil the deepening ol our co-operation, The
atage of development pitained by our strugples reguires it
The problems which are posed in this phase of the history
of the development of the national liberation slrugele can
mo longer be stodied and reselved in the abdence of the
representatives of the liberation movements. It s Iree that
the ¥ nowledge that certain African countres hive of our
stra ules, of our militants and leiders of our of ganisations
i+ viook and s certainly not that which is necessary and

desirnble:

e petitionary stalus presently hald by the liberation
mavements o longer respects the, needs of the siruggle
nor the aistoric dignity’ of our peoples.

A dislogue must be opened. YOIl must fisten 1o our
points ol viEw, gid we must listen 1o yours We must
exchange points of view, 30 that, together, we may find
A comman ground on all prablems which are of partcular
nierest 1o those regions of our continent where our peaples
are engaged in armed struggle for liberation.

In expressing here our wish to discuss together with
you the problems of our peoples, we are guided neither
by undue pride nor grandeur, It 15 & militant spirit which

causes s 1o search for the best means o pecomplishing our
Lask

For example. it 15 4 fact that when the Military Com-
mission began to visit the liberated regions ol our counirics,
a substantial change in the understanding of our silualion
and problems ook place within the OAU. Likewise,
when last February, the Couneil of Ministers of the OAL
heard the leaders of Zimbabwe, some of our African
brothers were surprised by their political maturity. These
examples are proofl that our muiual undlerstunding 15
insufficient and that we must do something about i

By declaring the will af our peoples (0 occupy @ pluce
which. in the concert of African Nations, we are nghtiully
due today, we are only confirming our will to structure
Our |.-_-]‘|||._-.||.-..|-|ip of co-operation mn sirch a way as 1o permil
esch of s to accomplish in the most efficient and complele
manner his responsibilities.

On this Tenth Anniversary ol the Declaration on the
granting of Independence the OAL must, itsell, take
measures which will permit the imposition upon the Linited
Wations of the truth supporied by our struggie; our hibera-
on maveiments e 1he 1:.';| F|_'P-,'|,:~.I.'II|..J.|.I".||."!~ of our ;"ln:l.!-','lln:"a._

It is by adjusting the relationship between the African
States and the Liberation ‘Movements o the needs of the
present stare of our history, that we Africans will be able
o utilise 4l our resources, and 0 this way. also be able
to supply o the nationahist movements the necessary
materral £0 that 1thev may each day strike stronger and more
efficient Blows fgainst the colonmlst, fascist and racist
allidnee formed by the-egimes of Portugal, South Africa
and Rhodesia

It is alsoiin this manper that we Africans, together with
{he anti-colonialist Torees A0 other continents, can under-
mine the support whrch is given to the regimes of Lisben,
Pretoria and Salisbury by the Western powers and block
them from engaging in a new military intervention against
our peoples, aimed at covering up the political and military
defeats of Portugal, South Africa and Rhodesia.

This, Excellencies, Heads of States and Governmenis
is whal seems to us the path 1o victory.

LONG LIVE ARRICAN UNITY AND SOLIDARITY

LONG LIVE THE OAU

UNITED WE WILL WIN




-

Amilcar Cabral

Marceling Dos Sanlos
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Agostinks Mele Paals V1

CHANGE OF POLICY IN THE
VATICAN?

Pope Paul VI receives leaders of the Libe-
ration Movements of the Portuguese

colonies.
1970 A0 1230 n.m.. Pope Paul VI receivad
ers ol THE LOberaton, Movemenls
FRELIMO woi represaniad
by Comrade  Miarceling [ dps, Sanios,  Yoos-President
PALGC by g Secretary-Gieneml, Comrade Amilear Cabral;
and MPLA by its President, Comrade "'._:r--.:illh.l Ml

Cn July I
in_privaic audicnce lea

. o oot
of the “Portugiese™ colonies

In primciple, there 15 nothi strange 10 ths audence
FRELIMO, MPLA and PAIGC are the organizations which
truly. represent the peoples of Mozambigue, Angols and
Gitnnea-Bissau, Many countries recognize us as such
Many heads of Statg, nol only in Alrca bul an Asia, Labin
America and even i Evurope receve -our leaders in thedr
capacily ds the only and legitimate repressniniives of o
counines, In princple, therclore,. the
by the Pope to our leaders was nothing

peoples and ol
Erinied

nudeence

0 I A | |.I'|_' RTINS

Howewer, one circumstance of this act of the Pope caesed
multiphe speculations. Il = the faen that the Catholie Church
hag- alwiys, consistently and openly, supported Portoguess
nstdenng the agrecment betwéen the Holy
dulemieonts of high dignitanes of  the

|||!|'\-! I |
See and Portugal
Catholic Choreh, concrete acts of support from the Vatican
to the Portuguese Ciovernmenl, we see (il no other power
has gver a0 unpbashedly supported the' colomal fhascism
of Portugal. The high point of this sdpport wos the visit
of the Pope hrmiself 1o Portugal i 1967 H!lllll!: that wasit,
made a gt of S1 50,000 1o the Portugoese Governs
be specibically bsed n phe “COrversead Provinoes

He decorated the head of the Portuguese Gestapo (PIDE)
Ll 1k = 1L '

the Pope
iraerl i

vit | Pitis, o his wery “presence ino Poruguese
terntory  imphed approval by ihé Catholic 'Church ol
the poley, 61 the Peringoese Government which s Tunda-
meantally aharacterrrad Brcolonialism

In this comtext aross the—spéculations regarding  the
Pope’s actioh of receiving leaders.af the Liberation: Move-
ments of the ' Poriaguese colonjes’, Two positions basicatly
deweloped: one pieiended (o divest the Pope’s act of all
s pobitical mesneng; thus, the Pope-would have beer
deceived by his advisers who did not inform lum on the
gquality of the persons he wis poing (o' sec; or the Pope
to receive them s I'L"I.'|.'|-:l:|- PETRORNA nnd nol as
politpcians, ihers defended the idea that the Pope recervied
our comrades Tolly conscioms of the [oer thar he' was
FECCIVInE Likerntion Movements of the
Forluguese oolonies; and that he recerved them in o that
. Aol BE relifious persond: thid this acl the
e wanted 10 indicate hs condemnalion of Fortupuese
coloninlism and his recognition of the right of the people
il "Ill:.'l'l.!. |:_JI.I|II|L'.\,;-IP:|!-\.'\.\,I|I .III|_| El.lr-_' "-q.,'!1_|__ AN _'l.l.;.l.l,;“'|'||'|-.
e Lok inependence.

cheCidio

eigders ol the

1]

It 15 impossible (o decipher the real intention of the Pape
However, an objective analyss of the fucis leads uz 1o ithe
conclusion that af feas the Pope ¢ ol deny 1 hig
was recerving keaders ol the Liberation Movements: the
fact that the Preparations were underway for about one
month and that in the reguest for the avdience it was
spetifically. deciansd that it was the léiaders of FEELIMD.
MPLA and PAIGC who were seslong an audience with
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the Pope; plits the fact that at that moment o Conference
of Solidarity with the peoples of the “Portuguese™ colanics
of international significance had just laken place in Rome
in which hundreds of delegates participaled, The Pope
obviously knew whom he was receiving. To think otherwise
would be to affend the Pope and to insinoate that he does
not know what he 5 doing, that he does not assume. his
respongibility. Anothér proofl, although more indirect.
wis the sabofage attempt made by o Monsignore of
Portuguese nationality a few moments belore the audisnce.
He talked 10 our commudes in the waiting room at the
Watican and advised them not to addréss the Pope “ hecause
you do not know our protocel and surely you will not
know exactly what o say; or if you absolotely want 1o
speak to the Holy Father, let me serve as interpreter
becpuse he does not speak Portuguese™, Our comrades
replicd that they will address the Pope and that they would
use French which is a language that the Pope knows,
and therefore they would not need an interpreter. ™ot
giving up his sabotage attempt the Monsignore then sand:
“Well then, in order 1o save you from a blunder, vou must
look at me during the audience: when you say sOmething
which must not be said, 1 will Eive ¥ou a 5lig|1_ for you 1o
stop.”

But if it is 50, if the Pope yoluntarily and infentionally
received our comradés, having fo overcome the dppasition
of some of his siafl, knowing that the visitors ware leaders
of Liberation Movements fighting against  Portuguese
colonialism, what then was the significance of his gesture?
We are inclined to think that it was: a pohitical gesture of
condemnation of Portugseese colonialism, and récopnition
af the nght of our peoples 1o ndependence, Despite- Lhe
fact that “Ostervatore Romano’, the official organ of
the Watican, tricd o minimize the importanée of the
audience, certain other facts suggest) that very political
intention. of the Pope:

(e} Radio Yaukap nsell declared, commenung on the
mesting, that “the pacification—or the liberation through
arms according to the sides on which we find owrselvies—
is @ source of misery and death as any other form of war
May Angola, Gunea and Mozambigue know  pesce n
jidice. The problem 15 posed again (o the Christian con-
science. Radio Vatican siréssed further that (1) the
pudience with leaders of the thres most important move-
ments fighting against the Portuguese authorities in Africa
was possible only because the Pope agrecd to such an
audience. (2) Delegates of the Decolonization Commiitee

of the United Mations as well a5 delegates of innumerabls
countries participated with the thres leaders in the Anti-
Colonialist Conference which had taken place in Rome
w week before (Radio, press and TV gave enormots coverage
af the Conference), (3) The position of the Church con-
cerping the independence of the new nations is constant
and well known, expressed inthe documents of the Council,
in: the encyclicrls and the addresses of Pope Paul VI.

(d) The Sunday lollowing the redall of the Portuguese
Ambassador 1o the Yatican by Lishon, the Pope, addressing
the people in St. Peter’s Square, said: “How can one close
his eves on what is going on in the world, on what is weigh-
ing on our socicty, on the equilibrinm nocessiry (o progress
and pesce? Grave thoughts are mixed with good hopes:
for hoth of them we cannot neglect the help of God.™
On that day, the Pope was scclnmed with particolar
warmth by the thousands of pilgrims among whom were
many Africans,

(¢} The tome of the Portupuess protest itself may help
us also to fnd oul the real intentions of the Pope. Words
like “deep wonnd™ and “terrible insult’” nre weed to qualify
the act of the Pope or its consequences. And the Pope was
surely conscious of this reaction when he behaved as he
did against s iraditional Jl.il}'.

{g] The words §ddressed 1o our comrades by the Pope
are conclusive, woo: He declured that “the Catholic Church
is coneerned with all those who are suffering, particularly
the! African pmlj'rlﬁ. and thal she supports the sirigele for
Justice, for frogdonm and narienal independence.” When our
tomrades tald him of the massacres that the Portuguese
carry out apiimst the ‘people. the Holy Father answeéred
shocked: “'1 will pray-dor you!™ Obviously only a deliberate
misinterpretation. might clum that these words of the
Pope referrad only 1o the three persons in (ronl of Rim
finid not 16 the peoples and (o the cause they represented.

All inall, we areled To belicve that the Vatican's position
of support for Portuguese colonialism is now expériencing
the influence of the evolution of the times. It was in this
light that FRELITMO interpreted the gesture of the Pope.
using it as an instrumeat to mobilize our people:

“_therefore, Comrades, let us continue and intensify
(he strugole, being certhin 1hat our struggle causes
even those traditional allies of FL‘.!J’[IIF-:LL such a3 the
Holy See. to imitinte changes i their posilion and 1o
copdemn the Poriuguese colonialist policy. The struggle
continues!”

conduet.”

*....We know of no instance during the last forty years
when the Roman Catholic Church of Portugal felt com-
pelled to protest officially against the many savage acts of
the Portuguese Government against the African people.
On the eontrary, the highest officials of the Church have
tended Lo come outl in support of government policy and

“The Struggle for Mezambique"
EDUARDO MOMDLAME
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BRITAIN — DEFENDING
I'HE FREEDOM
10 EXPLOIT

The events following the establishment of a Conservative
Goverment in Britain serve 1o highlight the political role
played in the West by small but influential minorities. A
decision 1o sell arms to South Africa is being taken in the
tace of very widespread opposition and seems particularly
strange in the light of a recent suggestion that South Africa
I, ANy case, mol ina posation 1o place lucrative orders with
Brtish arms compamies. The government itsell is now
showing some signs of uneasiness on this issue, but is clearly
under heavy pressure from a right-wing interest group which
has engaged in a long campaign not only aimed al forging
closer links between Britain and Sooth Africa but also
designed 1o lead Britain into an active allinace with Portu-
gal in Africa.

Thera hos alwnys been comsidernble behind-the screens
pressure from a secfion of the British business community
inferested in the continuation of Portuguese rule in Africa
For 24 while the number of British [irms al present invalved
in the Portuguese colonies 15 relatively small, . Many more
have considerable  interesis | in' metropolitan  Portugal
interests which are closely tied with the present Lishon re-
gime.  An indication of thetsirength of these pro-Porios
guess inlerests is the amaunt of official support and encou-
ragement they enjoyed even under the previous Labour
government. In April the Ibenan Section of the London
Chamber of Commerce paid a visist to. Portugal and in
June o meeting was held where the London Chamber of
Commerce, the Britsh MNational Export Council for Europe,
and the Exhibitions Department of the Board of Trade
specifically “considered LK. trade promotions both to
Portugal and the Overseas Provinces™, (Financinl Times,
16.6.70)

The pressure exerted by business 15 indirect and operate
outsiche the areni of public debate,  But there has also been
an open political campaign with a long hstory belind ot
For years a pro-Portuguese pressure group spearheaded by
two conscrvative MLP.s, John Bipes-Davison and Patrick
Wall, has been working hard to whitewash the racialist
colonial government of the “*Portuguese" termitones and 1o
misrepresent the aim and achievements of the liberation
movements, Both M.P.s have consistent record as friends
of reaction: virvlestly anti-Egyphian al the time ol Suez,
active supponersof Tshombe during the attempied secession
of Kotangi, outspoken opponenis of sanctions agains
Ehodesia, But their sssociation with Fortugal appears to

be especially close and their pronouncements have shown a

EONSPICUONS sensilivity 1o shifis in Portuguese policy: when
Portugal was still trving to deny the presence of Liberstion
Movements in their territories, Biges-Davison visited Bissay
at the invitation of the Portuguese and wrote a series of
articles denying that there was any serious fighting in Guine:
now that the Portuguese are making ill-concealed appeals
for help, he has also changed his tune and concentrates on
irying to painl the liberation movements as mere pawns in a
general ant-Western plot 1o dominate the South Atlantic.
It is also significant that Biges-Davison’s book “Nailing a
Lic’, a long apologia for Portuguese colonialism, was publi-
shed by a subsidiary of the E.D. O'Bnen organization, the
public relations firm employed by the Portuguese govern-
ment in Britain

The extent 1o which this group hss been able 1o influence
Contervative Party policy is shown in the conent of a paper
on defence prepared for the 1970 Congress and widely
“leaked™ 1o the press-last Apnl . The paper s not an
official Party document bul the working group responsible
far i, the conservative Commanwealth’ Overseas Council,
15 aMliated 1o the Conscrvauve Farty and s serviced by the
Conservative Overseas: Bureau which is itself o department
of the Party,

The paper, "Overseas Issuc facing the next Conservative
Govenment: Defence outside NATCY, has a long section
devoted to Southern Africa in which considerable promine-
nce is given to the role'of Portugal. The general aim seems
to be Lo create a scare about the Cape route and (o Link this
with the siruggle for independence in the colonies.  Linder
the heading ** Wiy form would threats o British interesis
fake *" the sugpestion is made that “the threat Lo security
might take the form of isolated warfare possibly through
direct communist inspiced and assisted dggrestion apains e.g.
Angola, Mozmmbigue, Portuguese Guinea, Rhodesia, South
Africh,  The precise aims are listed under a section called
* Aeriow reguired and proposed™, which includes, predictably,
closer relations with South Africa, resumption of arms
siles 1o South Africa and an end of sanclions against
Bhodesin. The last two sections of this deal directly with
Poriugal and by implicabon with the Porfuguese areas, and
propose that:

*There should be a fricndly re-examination with Portugal
of ways and means of ulilising the Anglo-Porloguese alliance
i establish mutually valid and workable defence armange-
menis in the Southern Atantic, It g pertinent in this con-
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texl Lo think af naval port facilities at Beira (Mozambigue)
and Lobito (Angol) and Cape Verde.

I the MATO area of commitment cannot be extended
to this vital supply roule transporting by far the greatest
part of the NATO sirntegic o1l requiremenis, then on both
political and strategic grounds a case might be made for a
regional pact for the defence of Southern Alrica and the
Cape route.  Participants might be the LLK,, South Africa,
the Argentine, and Braxil”

The haste with which the new British government has put
into:effect the proposals dealing with South Africa make 1t

uite clear that the lenders of the Conservative Party are
undamentally in azreement with the paper — the Foreign
Secretary, Sir Alec Douglas-Home, was present during 1ls
reparation.  Queite how far they will dare to go in practice
in taking Britain into the formal reactionary allinnces pro-
posed, will depend in part how far they can influence the
press- and (hrough it public opinion,  In this respect the
puthors of the paper, can claim at lenst g partial triumph
For although the British press has generally taken a hostile
line on the specific question of the arms sales. there has been
widespread acceptance of general sttitudes that Mr. Bipgs-
Davizon and his associales are irvang 1o disscminate,  The
liberal daily, " The Guardian", sums up the debate: A recu-
rring conclusion i that with the Russians already cstablish-
ing a-certain support with the'dfnicans, a decision by Britain
to sell arms to South Afriéa ¢an only be to their advantage”
{23.7 1970) This argument gecepts: the implicit - assumption
af those who envisiee Southern Africa as an orea whose
fate s to be decided by the Great Powers. . [Uis'a messune of
the sivength of the reaclionary forces in Britsin that these
ideas should gain such gencral currency in the face of the
firsl hand evidence of those Weslern journalists who have
gotually visited us inouf own countres Sthe Dutchjtelévizion
team, for instance, who recently shotsa film in Mozambigue;
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the British writer Basil Davidson who has just made a 300
mile trek with MPLA in, Angola

The “Big Power™ argument has successfully obscured the
real pature of British myvolvement and the motives of the
cligue who are pressing for an even desper commilment,
Mavonal Detence and the interests of Brtain are not the
only concern of the:pro-Fortugal, pro-South Afnca lobby
The interests are those of the international capitalist class
1o which they belong

Fhe aim of our war is to end exploitation and a victory
for FRELIMO will certainly mean thal powers will no longer
be allowed to exploif the resources and Lthe people of Moza
mbique, It will mean: an end 1o schemes Like the present
Cahora Bassa imperialist project,  Arguments such as the
security of Britain and British tende are therefore only o
cover 1o give an appearance of legitimacy (o their real aim:
the presérvation of the frecdom to exploit.

The forces betund the recent document are a powerful
inflisence on policy formation under any British government
but the degree of their effectivensss varigs.  The Labour
Party in office refused to make any positive commitment. (o
the progressive forces i Adreca: bul, in order (o saiisly some
ol its supporters; tried to avoid being seen as o direct ally ol
colomaltismandapariheids  The Conservative Farty, onithe
oihier hand, gaing mostof tssupport from sections of the
community who are fundamentally in sympathy with the
white regimes, It therefore seems kely that  Brotwin may
now drop all pretepnsions 1o supporting freedom m Alnica
und take the lead among Western nations in openty aligning
hersell with Porttgal and*South Africa.  1F this happens
thic iberal press in Brtian may glods over the reison for il
nnd guibble about *tictics ol defence™, but we shall be
i I-_'.;u as g s |=|.|;;',|1l.-.'|:.'.
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