SEC

VOLUME 2 NUMBER 8 AUGUST 1968




TANZANIA

ZAMBIA

ALGERIA

U.A.R.

INDIA

ENGLAND

IRELAND

HOLLAND

FRANCE

NORWAY

JAPAN

AUSTRALIA Third World Bookshop

GUYANA

MEXICO

CANADA

U.5.A.

ADDRESSES

Sechaba may be obtained
from the following

bookshops,
addresses and ANC Offices.

African National Congress African Bookshop
of South Africa P.O. Box 20837
P.O. Box 2239, Dar es Dar es Salaam.
Saloam.

African Mational Congress of South Africa
P.O. Box 1791, Lusaka,

African Mational Congress of South Africa
5 rue Ben M'hidi Larbi, Algiers.

African National Congress of South Africa
3 Ahmad Hishmat Street, Zomalek, Cairo.

African National Congress of South Africa
A 66 South Extension Part 1, New Delh; 3.

African National Congress Collet's Bookshop
49 Rathbone Street &6 Charing Cross Fd
London W. 1, London W.C. 2.

Anti-Apartheid Movement
173 Barton Road East
Dundrum, Dublin 14.

Boekhandel Pegasus
Leidsestraat 25
Amsterdam.

Boekhandel Pegasus
Hoogstraat 143
Rotterdam.

Michele Vial, 19 Villa de L'epid‘or.
78 Saint-Cyr-L'ecole, Paris.

Mr Lars Allden
Holtegt 24, Qslo 3.

Maruzen Co Lid
P.O. Box 605
Tokyo Central, Tokyo.

Far Eost Booksellers
Kanda
P.O. 72, Tokyo.

Peoples Bookshop
205 Brunswick

S5t Valley
Brisbane 4004,

35 Goulburn Street
Sydney 2000,

Mrs Elizabeth D. Aiken
"Burleigh”, 566 Toorak Road
Toorak, Victoria, Australia.

Michael Ferde Book Shop
41 Robb Street, Georgetown.

Liberia Fomenta Cultura
F. Sanchez
325 Guadalojara, Jal.

Book World The Peoples Co-Op
72 Gerrards St Bocokstore
West Toronto. 341 West Pender
Streeat
Vancouver.

Modern Book Store
Uptown Branch

3230 N. Broadway
Chicago, lll. 60657.

lefferson Bookshop
100 Eost 16 Street
Mew York

N.Y. 10003.

Schb

VOLUME 2 NUMBER 8 AUGUST 68

CONTENTS

All correspondence should be addressed to The Editor,

Sechaba, 49 Raothbone Street, London W. 1.

Editor-in-Chief — Alfred Kgokeng
Manaoging Editor — Joe Matthews
Associate Editor — M. P, Naicker

EVERYTHING FOR THE FINAL BATTLES!
August 9 is South Africa Women's Day.
Here Blanche Lo Guma writes of the support of
South Africa’s women for the armed struggle.

THE ROLE OF S.A.C.T.U. IN THE STRUGGLE
Mark Shope, banned General Secretary of the
South African Congress of Trade Unions, tells

Sechabo about the role of SACTU in the past
and at the present stage of the freedom

struggle.

MARK SHOPE — A Biographical Neote

PANIC IN SMITH-VORSTER CIRCLES

The racialists of Southern Africa are prepar-
ing for a last-ditch stand.

LIFE UNDER APARTHEID

Sechaba covers recent news items which illu-
strate day-to-doy life under opartheid.

LANDMARKS OF THE A.N.C.

Moses Kotane, veteran member of the ANC and
of the Communist Party, and today Treasurer-
General of the ANC, tells of some of his
40-year experience and of the necessity of the
stage now reached in the struggle — the stage
of armed action.

“"AGAINIST RACISM AND NEO-COLONIALISM. . .

For the Liberation of Southern Africa",

We present a short report on the Conference
of this name which tock place in Berlin in the
GDR in May of this year.

BACKGROUND TO AFRICAN LITERATURE
Concluding part of the article by Mazisi Ku-
nene, the South African poet and ANC re-

presenative, writing on the depths of meaning
and influences in the literature of Africa.

BOOK REVIEWS

Frank Landman reviews "The Social Structure
of o Cape Coloured Reserve”, by W. P. Carstens.
C. P. Moyo reviews "International Nationalism™,
by lohn Day.

10

12

14

16




South Africa Women’s Day, August 9, has always stood for
outstanding courage and militancy in the calendar of struggle
of the oppressed people of our country.

The history of South Africa is rich with examples of the
determination of women to play their full part in the dif-
ficult struggle for liberation and freedom. On the basis of
these struggles has arisen a very powerful women’s move-

ment centred on the African Natonal Congress Women's
League and the Federavion of South African Women.

It is on August 9 that we recall the exploits of our gallant
women, not only in the past but today, under the conditions
of fascist oppression and the beginning of the new phase of
national revolutionary armed struggle.

As our young men of Umkhonto We Sizwe and ZAPU engage
the enemy in the bush country of Zimbabwe, we the women
of South Africa pay tribute to their bravery and hold them
forever in our hearts as true and noble sons and brothers.
And though our tears fall on the graves of those who have
given their lives for freedom in Southern Africa, we, the
women, will remain proud to have given birth to them.

We cannot on this day forget that among the thousands who
languish in the jails of our country are numerous brave
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EVERYTHING FOR THE FINAL BATTLES!

women who are in the forefront of the struggle. Thousands
are restricted, exiled, under house-arrest and persccuted by
the hated fascist government. Names such as Lilian Ngoyi,
Helen Joseph, Mary Moodley, Liz Abrams, Frances Baard,
Florence Matomela and a host of others are recalled again
on this occasion.

We salute with clenched fists our menfolk — Nelson Mandela,
Walter Sisulu, Ahmed Kathrada, Dennis Goldberg, Bram
Fischer, who are serving sentences of life imprisonment for
our cause.

QOur hearts go out too on this occasion to fighting women all
over the world, especially to those of heroic Vietnam. We
cxpress our warmest adm ration for the women in the in-
dependent African states who are helping to build a new
life in their countries.

THE NEW PHASE

The famous campaigns in which our women played a great
role were all non-violent in character. This does not mean
they were without violence, In fact the White oppressor
governments in South Africa have never hesitated to employ
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A policeman’s cane swishes towards an African women in a
-:fﬁnummﬂim_t in fobannesburg, where 335 African women
were protesting against passes for women (1958).

maximum violence against women. In every massacre of
Africans for which the white supremacists are guilty, women
died. Many are the peaceful processions of women which
were broken up by police batons.

The fighting in Zimbabwe destined soon to take place in
South Africa, marks the end of the old phase in which our
people were the invariable victims of government violence,
We have taken up arms as a nation. The national revelutio-
nary armed struggle is a people’s struggle which will mean
the total mobilization of the entire oppressed peoples of
South Africa and their democratic allies among the Whites.

A CHALLENGE

The new phase is a challenge to the great women's movement
in our country. Qur women are called upon to join Umkhonto
We Sizwe and to master the use of modern weapons. Tl'u!].r
are ready to perform all the underground tasks of preparation
for the armed struggle. Such a revolution as we are now
faced with will be grim and bitter. We have lived long en-
ough with the white oppressors to know that they will be
ruthless in defence of their ill-gotten privileges. But there
can be no weakening or turning back.

The same courage our women have manifested in the big
anti-pass campaigns of 1919, 1929 and 1956; in the peasant
revolts of Zeerust, Sekhukhuniland, Pondoland and Natal;
in the mighty demonstrations culminating in the memorable
demonstration at the amphitheatre of the Union Buildings

in 1956 — will be manifested in the guerilla campaigns and
wars of today.

The women more than any other section of the oppressed
peup]es know in full measure the meaning of national op-
pression and cconomic exploitation. The demands set out in
the Freedom Charter bear poignant meaning for the women,
The time has come for these demands to be fought for and
won through armed struggle.

We the women of South Africa say: “Everything for the
final battle! Forward to victory and freedom! Amandla! All

power to the People!”
— Blanche La Guma

A NOTE ON
SUBSCRIPTIONS

Gwmg to high production and postage costs, sub-
scription rates for “Spotlight on South Africa” have
had to be increased. Current subscribers are for the
duration excluded from the new rates,

Following are the new rates for your weekly copy
of “Spotlight on South Africa”, covering a six-month
period, given in East African, British or US cur-
rencies. Subscribers in Africa receive both “Spotlight
on South Africa” and the monthly journal “Sechaba™
for the following rates. Subscribers outside Africa
should subscribe separately to Sechaba by writing
to The Editor, Sechaba, 49 Rathbone Street, London
W. 1. For subscriptions to “Spotlight”, please write
to African National Congress of South Africa, P.O.
Box 2239, Dar es Salaam, United Republic of
Tanzania.

Subscription Rates for “Spotlight on South Africa”:
Dar es Salaam: 5/— East Africa: 10/-—
West, North, Central & Southern Africa: 30/—
(4 dollars)

British Isles, Europe, India, Burma, Indonesia &
Ceylon: 35/— (5 dollars).

The Americas, Canada, Australia, New Zealand &
the Far East: 65/— (9 dollars).

Resolution of the

National Executive Committee
on James Jolobe Hadebe

At its meeting held in Morogoro on 15 April 1968,
the National Executive Committee of the African
National Congress of South Africa (ANC) examined
JAMES JOLOBE HADEBE's behaviour and con-
duct, and arrived at the conclusion that Mr Hadebe’s
conduct, persisted in despite patient and prolonged
attempts to dissuade him, was a politically motivat-
ed move to subvert the ANC and thus undermine
the cause of the people.

At a time when the ANC is cngag::d in a most fierce
armed revolutionary struggle in Southern Africa,
Mr Hadebe's counter-revolutionary activities consti-
tute a stab the back of those brave heroes now
locked in battle against the White minority regimes
in Zimbabwe and South Africa,

In the circumstances, the National Executive Com-
mittee of the ANC has resolved to expel Mr Hadebe
from all organs of the African National Congress

of South Africa.
— D. Nokwe

Secretary-General




Comrade Shope, how did Sactu come
into existence?

Young white workers taunt a non-white
p.’:am%{‘apber at a people’s demonsira-

tion. The attitude of the white “labour
aristocracy’ helped foster apartheid in
the field of employment.

What is Sactu's policy?

Mark Shope, banned General Secretary of SACTU
(the South African Congress of Trade Unions),

answers questions on

SACTU'’S ROLE
IN THE DEVELOPING
STRUGGLE

The ruling class of South Africa and its successive governments have always sought
to divide the workers and their trade unions along lines of race and colour. The
Industrial Conciliation Act of 1924 granted legal recognition and ‘registration’ to
organizations of employes — but deliberately excluded “pass-bearing natives”
(i.e. African workers) from its definition of ‘employees’. When it is remembered
that Africans are excluded, partly by law and partly by practice (including the
practice of many white trade unions) from all except badly-paid and unskilled
work, it will be realized that this move divided the workers both along colour
lines and also into well-paid ‘labour aristocracy’ and a starving proletariat.

The advent of the Nationalist Party Government in 1948, representing the most
reactionary and chauvinist elements of South African capitalism, intensified this
division. Previously, the South African Trades and Labour Council, due to the
presence of a number of progressive and principled trade union leaders of all
races, had opened its ranks both to ‘registered’ unions (mainly of white workers)
and ‘unregistered’ unions (i.e. African). The MNationalist Government mounted a
furious attack on the progressive unionists, and by means of the ‘Suppression of
Communism Act’ (1950) succeeded in removing nearly all the progressive leaders
from the labour movement. Though it had no formal colour bar, the former TLC,
dominated by right-wing white chauvinists, had always neglected the organization
and the vital needs of the non-white workers. That is why the unions of these
workers in the Transvaal had set up their own co-ordinating body — the Transvaal
Council of Non-European Trade Unions.

But with the removal of the Communist and other anti-racialist leaders by the
government, the right-wingers seized the opportunity to expel Africans from the
trade union movement altogether. In October 1954 they organized a special con-
ference with the aim of dissolving the Trades and Labour Council and setting up
a new body — the Trade Union Council of South Africa (TUCSA) whose constitu-
tion would exclude ‘unregistered’ (African) workers. To their credit, fourteen
unions represented at this disgraceful conference fought tooth and nail against the
proposals of the leadership. After they had been defeated on a majority vote they
declared: “Events will convince the workers in this country as in other countries
that their salvation lies in unity...We are determined to carry on a struggle
against the policy of racial discrimination and to work for the establishment of
a single trade wnion organization embracing all sections of the working class.”

These 14 unions, representing African, Coloured, Indian and White workers,
joined together with the TCNETU in March 1955 to establish the South African
Congress of Trade Unions (Sactu), which was and remains the only trade union
body in our country ever to be genuinely representative of all workers, and to
fight unequivocally the main enemy of workers' unity — the colour bar.

The preamble to Sactu's Constitution states: "The future of the people of South
Africa is in the hands of the workers. Only the working class, in alliance with
other progressively-minded sections of the community, can build a happy life for
all South Africans, free from unemployment, insecurity, poverty, racial hatred
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SACTU has not formally been declared
illegal. How ‘legal’ is it in practice,
and how is it functioning?

Children of all races demonstrate for
release of parents in Johannesburg.
Later 20 children were detained.

Sactu is a constituent of the Congress
Movement. Can you tell us something
about the background to this alliance?

It is often said that trade unions
should confine themselves to workers'
demands for higher wages and better
conditions. Yet Sactu is part of a
pelitical united front. Why?

and oppression — a life of vast opportunities for all. The working class can only
succeed in . this great and noble endeavonr if it itself is wnited and stromgly
conscions of its inspiring responsibility.” To build such unity and consciousness
has been and continues to be Sactu’s policy.

In practice, Sactu has never had the status of a legal organizacion. Its leadership
has always been hounded by the police, banned and arrested. In 1956, twenty-two
months after its formation, almost all its active cadres and leaders, from its
president and general secretary to secretaries of local committees and active shop
stewards, were arrested together with other South African patriots and charged
w.th High Treason. And in 1960, during the State of Emergency, no less than
200 Sactu acrivists were jailed without trial, some for the full duration of the
“emergency” — five months. No other trade union federation in the history of
the South African labour movement suffered such treatment as Sactu. Now this
to me suggests that, although the government did not deciare it illegal, the author-
ities have always regarded Sactu as illegal — just as African workers (who
constitute two-thirds of the labour force) are “non-existent” in law.

Persecution has become worse in the past few years, with the steady transformation
of South Africa into a fully fledged fascist state. Practically all Sactu’s foremost
leaders have been driven out of direct participation in the labour movement —
many jailed, like our national President Steven Dhlamini, some even executed
like the peoples patriot Vuyisile Mini, scores banned from trade union work by
arbitrary decree. Of course such measures have seriously crippled the normal
functioning of Sactu; it has been necessary to suspend the holding of National
Conferences and office activities. Nevertheless, Sactu exists and will continue to
exist in the individual unions and at factory level. It has always been Sactu
policy to emphasize united action of the workers at the pont of production as the
key factor in a live, active labour movement. We strenuously discouraged the
old-style trade unionism with the union office regarded as a sort of lawyer’s office,
and the un'on secretary as the only man who could take up complaints., The
workers of South Africa have confidence in the policy and leadership of Sactu,
and this will be expressed in such organizational forms as are suitable to any
particular period, whether ‘legally’ recognised or not,

In South Africa the trade union movement of the oppressed, non-white workers
has always taken part in political action. In the twenties, the Industrial and Com-
mercial Workers Union led by Clements Kadalie as a mass general workers union,
inevitably developed into a semi-political organization. Later, the Transvaal
Council of Non-European Trade Unions led by such veterans as Gana Makabeni
and J. B. Marks, frequently engaged in political protest and other actions, together
with such organizations as the African National Congress, the Transvaal Indian
Congress, the Communist Party and others. Leaders of the TCNETU played a
prominent part in the ANC,

Sactu is following in this tradition by its association with the Congress Alliance,
a voluntary association of like-minded organizations of various kinds, for a
common aim programme: The Freedom Charter, to which Sactu is a signatory.
The Congress Alliance is the form of united front which developed historicaliy
in South Africa, combining the forces of the ANC, the Indian and Coloured
peoples’ Congress, and progressive-minded Whites of the now banned Congress
of Democrats. [t would be unthinkable for the advanced working class organized
in Sactu to stand aside from such an alliance, whose aims and purposes answer
the deepest needs of the working people.

Even in countries which enjoy politcal democracy, such as Britain, the Trade
Un'on Congress does not stand aside {rom politics but supports and largely
finances the Labour Party. How much more is this necessary in a country such
as ours, where for the majority of workers conditions of political democracy are
completely absent! At every turn the non-white worker is confronted not only
by the employers but also by the government, the State. He cannot negotiate for
higher wages and fair conditions because his unions are, as we have seen, outside
the law. The state imposes a bar on his advancemsnt to skilled jobs and his
children’s access to education. He is subjected to innumerable laws, such as the
pass and land laws, which place him under crushing economic disabilities. And
he is denied amy vote or say in the government which would offer him a constitu-



The South African press has recently
been full of news about the contro-
versy in the Trade Union Council of
South Africa regarding the admission
of African trade unions into the Coun-
cil. What is your reaction to this con-
troversy?

Open-air workers’ meeting, Jo'burg.

tional method of relieving these burning grievances. In such circumstances, a trade
union movement which stands aside from political action and alliances is blatantly
betraying the working class, :

At its first National Conference held in Cape Town in 1956 Sactu resolved:
“...that the organization of the mass of the workers for bigher wages, better
conditions of life and labour, is inextricably bownd wp with determined struggle
for political rights and liberation from all oppressive practices and laws. .. Mere
struggle for ecomomic rights...without participation in the general struggle for
political emancipation would condemn the trade union moviment to uselessness
end to a betrayal of the interests of the workers.” It is in the pursuance of this
and other policy decisions on similar lines that Sactu has participated in the
united front of national Lberation — the Congress Alliance, centred round wuc
major nat.onal organization, the African National Congress.

As I mentioned earlier, it was the leaders of TUCSA who in 1954 forced through
the dissolution of the Trades and Labour Council, so that they could form a new
federation, TUCSA, with a Constitution debarring African membership. Now it
is true that the Constitution was amended in 1962 to admit African unions. But
there was not an ounce of genuine concern with the African workers’ interests in
this reversal of policy. Their decision was taken for two main reasons:—

Firstly, TUCSA shared the concern being felt by the employers and the Nationalist
Party government at the steady progress being made by Sactu in organizing the
African workers. While the government and boss class reacted with brute force
and victimization, the TUCSA leadership undertook the dirty job of trying to
undermine Sactu by bribing certain trade union leaders with promises of ‘economic
assistance’ and subsidies. The declared aim of TUCSA leaders was “to put Sactu
out of business”. Secondly, TUCSA aims to strengthen its ties with sections of the
labour movement abroad, and in such bodies as the ILO. It must be said that the
purpose of this aim is a wvery disgusting one. TUCSA leadership plays the role
of ‘labour apoligists’ for apartheid and opponents of boycotts, sanctions, and
similar noble actions of solidarity with our oppressed working people, as carried
out by the Afro-Asian and Socialist countries and by the working class movement
abroad. But TUCSA’s own colour-bar actions and outloock hampered this task and
embarrassed its friends such as the leadership of the ICFTU, the British TUC
and the American AFLCIO. That was why, under pressure as well from these
“friends”, TUCSA dropped its formal colour-bar in 1962,

In practice, however, very few African unions were prepared to affiliate to
TUCSA and sell their birthright for a mess of pottage. People like Lucy Mvubelo
of the African Clothing Workers Union who did atfiliate, have lost all contact
with the African workers and the realities of their lives. Lucy is in fact a white
trade union leader in a black skin. Mthcugh she has to live in an African township
her standard of life and her outlook is practically the same as that of her madam,
Johanna Cornelius, secretary of the Garment Workers Union No. 1 (i. e. white)
Branch, , , R booy it

When, last December, a special conference of TUCSA decided henceforth to
exclude African unions (under pressure from the ultra-racist right-wing), Lucy
Mvubelo said her union would immediately resign “in order to save the Council
.:fmy further embarrassment by our continued association”. Could servility go any
urther?

More recently, atr its Annual Conference in March, TUCSA again reversed the
decision to bar Africans — no doubt Mrs Mvubelo will now go crawling back!
There was no real conversion or change of heart behind this abrupt reversal
within three months. The Conference was thick with western trade-unionists and
diplomats, busily lobbying to get the decision changed for appearances’ sake. They
are concerned with making TUCSA look respectable as a part of their general
policy of trying to prettify the fascist apartheid state, in view of the impending
revnluuﬂnarr upsurge and the major sell-out which western policy-makers are plan-
ning. In fact, TUCSA is disintegrating. The Johannesbutg Rand Daily Mail cor-
rectly commented on the Conference (25 March 1968):— “The Conference avoided
an open split over the potentially explosive questions of recognition of African
unions and job reservation, but the process of fragmentation continwes never-
theless.”
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Can TUCSA be a true representative
of the African workers? What are the
prospects for labour unity?

WL BAKT HAWHERS
CO0S & PARCELS

MUST PLASE UBE

Sign on business premises door.Bantu
is official government term for Africans.

Comrade Shope, what role do you
expect the South African working class
to play in the struggle ahead?

Under its present leadership, TUCSA can never be a true representative of the
African workers. It does not even represent the real, long-term interests of the
wh.te aristocracy of labour, which can never enjoy peace and security, still less
put an end to the exploitation by the capitalists, so long as it continues to be a
party to the fierce national oppression of the majority. TUCSA leadership never
undertook any effective protest or action against the innumerable anti-labour
measures of the fascist government. Obsessed with sterile anti-communism, copied
from the Meany-Lovestone leadership of the AFL-CIO, they stood by silently
while the cream of the South African trade and labour movement was being
banned, jailed and murdered and exiled. Even on economic issues they have not
helped the Africans. When Sactu led a nation-wide campaign for a minimum wage
of £1 a day, TUCSA stood aside and even opposed it. On the most vital questions
facing the nonwhite workers — industrial colour bar (job reservation), pass laws
and the like — TUCSA actively supports government policy,

Let me quote from an article by the General Secretary of the S.A. Electrical
Workers Association, Mr R, Cowley, in the union magazine “Power”, dealing with
the employers’ proposals to admit African labour to certain lower-paid categories
of skilled work:— “We are up against employers who are turning the many in-
dustries which are concerned into Black industries, to the detriment of the White
workers. This will reguire all our strength, as well as the full support of our
membership.” Thus their trade union “leader” — typical of most leaders of TUCSA
— secs it as his main duty to rally his White members against their Black fellow-
workers, How can such a movement be a leader of the African workers? It is
a misleader of the White workers,

Trade union unity in South Africa is only possible on the basis advanced by
Sactu: a fight to end all colour bars, and for equality of rights and opportunities
for all workers. The economically active population of South Africa numbers
5,656,090 of which Africans are 3,881,489, Threequarters of the total labour force
in South African industries are Africans. It follows that the question of labour
unity must start with the organization of this great majority, who are at the same
time the most oppressed, militant and revolutionary section of the working class.

I confidently expect the working class to play a vanguard role in the revolutionary
struggle before us for the liberation of South Africa from the fascist regime and
the entire apparatus of white supremacy. Our country is fortunate to have the
largest and most experienced working class in Africa, one steeled in innumerable
industrial and political battles, It was the African working class which bore the
burden of-all the great national political strikes that time and again paralysed
the economy of the country during the historic struggles of the fifties. Now, when
guerilla struggles have commenced in Zimbabwe and are approaching in the
IF;_[:ImI_:-Hc itself, I am certain that our working people will rise to their respon-
sibilicies.

Sactu will play its full part in uniting and mobilizing the workers for this struggle.
The many Sactu cadres now in jail and the many others who are to be found in
the revolutionary guerilla forces of Umkhonto we Sizwe, are proof that our
members are not lagging behind in the liberation struggle. Even now, though not
publicized in the capitalist press, strikes are continually breaking out as workers
struggle to cope with the burden of inflation on their meagre pay. We should
consider what this means in a country ruled by fascist methods, in a period of
terrific political reaction in which even the tiniest manifestation of workers'
organization and political protest is met with the most ruthless suppression by
the authorities,

As the tide of revolutionary action spreads, there can be no doubt that the workers
will respond enthusiastically to whatever calls to action are made to them by
their leaders. They know that the days of theorizing have passed and now is the
time to act. The days of slavish submission to the oppressor are gone forever.
The workers will combine in trade union organizations, not only to fight the em-
ployers for better pay, but also to join forces with the revolutionary movement
being led by the African National Congress for the achievement of political
liberty — the main item now on the agenda of our struggle.



I—_l;ldrl( Shope

Banned General Secretary of the
S.A. Congress of Trade Unions

A Biographical Note

Mark Williams-Shope was born one of a family of
7 children in the village of Letaba in the Northern
Transvaal in 1919. His father, a railway worker, died
when Mark was still a toddler. Like most country boys,
he spent his childhood herding cattle. After working
two years on a citrus plantation, he set off at 15 for
Johannesburg -to seek work in the goldmines, He had
been there barely a year when he was involved in his
first strike, led by a Malawian, the late Nelson Banda.
Mineworkers at the time were getting £1 for six
weeks' work: the strike won them an extra 5/—, though
the police were called in to break it. After participat-
ing in another strike, Shope was deported back to the
MNorthern Transvaal, and only returned to Johannes-
burg in 1940, when he worked first for the S. A. Rail-
ways and Harbours, then for the Johannesburg City
Council, and, until the end of the war, for the Director
General of War Supplies.

It was in his next job, with a steam laundry company,
that Mark Shope found himself for the first time
involved in active trade unionism. In May 1946 he
took part in a laundry strike; by the next year he
was elected shop steward, and in 1948 Secretary of
the factory committee. In 1952 he was clected Chairman
of the African Laundry Workers’ Union, a post he held
until banned by the Government in 1963, In 1954, he
became Acting Chairman of the Transvaal Council of
Non-European Trade Unions following the banning of
the Chairman; and when Sactu was formed in 1955,
Shope was elected a member of the National Executive,
later Treasurer, and finally (until his ban in 1963)
General Secretary. Parallel with Mark Shope’s trade
union activity grew his political commitment to the
African National Congress, which he had joined dur-
ing the Defiance Campaign which took place in 1952.
He was Chairman of his local ANC branch, first in
one area an then another, from 1953 unul 1963. In
1956 he was among the 156 men and women arrested
for Treason. In 1960, he was among the 2,000 patriots
detained without trial during the State of Emergency,
and was in jail for five months. No sooner had be
been released, when he was elected, with Nelson
Mandela and other African leaders, to the Continuation
Committee, charged with the preparation of the Pieter-
maritzburg All African Peoples Conference, which took
place in March 1961. But by then Mark was in jail
again, sentenced this time to one year’s imprisonment.
He was discharged on appeal.

Plantation worker, mineworker, laundry worker, trade
union leader and ANC patriot, Comrade Mark Shope
has seen the South African freedom movement through
many of its greatest struggles.
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Panic in Smith-Vorster Circles

Racialists Prepare For Last-Ditch Stand

At the Nat Party’s recent ‘20th Anniversary Victory Con-
gress’, the mood of the ‘victors’ was clear when Vorster
pointed out that a vacuum was being left in the Indian
Ocean through the gradual withdrawal of the Royal Navy
and that the situation was dangerous.

He warned that South Africa might also have to face “con-
centrated armed attacks from the north™.

He said more and more “terrorists” were being trained to
fight in South Africa and that, while artacks at present
were being aimed at the Portuguese territories and Rhodesia,
“the ultimate aim” was South Africa.

Meanwhile Economics Minister Haak introduced the National
Supplies Procurement Bill in the House of Assembly. This
measure, replacing a wartime emergency measure, empowers
the Minister *if he deems it necessary for the security of
South Africa”, to manufacture, hire or import goods and to
demand goods or services. In other words, it gives the regime
complete powers of requisition and of direction of the
economy.

Speaking of the sea route around the Cape, Forelgn Minister
Muller moaned: “One can only hope that the responsible
Western Powers will come to their senses before it is too
late, However, whatever happens, South Africa will stand
its ground.”

Commenting on these into-the-laager rallying cries — and
predicting a nation-w'de Government scheme to alert citi-
zens (yes, that means Whites) on the subject of defence,
the Johannesburg Sunday Express commented: “The Govern-
ment shows increasing signs of preparing South Africans to
expect the worst. Leaders constantly refer to the terrorist (sic)

danger...”
Meanwhile the Republic’s bosses speak constantly of the
dangerous build-up in “Black African States” — what they

cannot and will not admit is that South Africa’s own Afri-
cans are fighting for their country’s liberation. Smith follows
the same line in all pronouncements.
Government propaganda is obviously having its effect: as we
can discover from the newspapers’ correspondence columns.
Writes a Cape Town woman: “How many people realize that
there IS a war on in owr own country — that men are fight-
ing for our safety under incredible circumstances in untamed
bundu?” (‘Bundu’ means bush country.)
A Johannesburg reader of the Sunday Times of South Africa
sends a cheque for £10 to the ‘Portuguese Home Comforrts
Fund’. He writes: “There have been wvarious announcemenis
over the radio about funds against the terrorists on the Rbo-
desian front, but very little about those doing an equally
important job along the Mozambique border — and in both
instances on our behalf”
Yes, white South Africans seem to be getting the message.
There is a war on. The White Supremacists form one army.
But is this army fighting "on behalf” of ordinary Whites?
We should like to hope not. When they give it their sup-
rt, they're abandoning their own and their children’s
utures,
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Taken ‘Home' By Force

More than 9,000 Africans have been
“removed to their respective homelands”
from some of South Africas’ main urban
areas during a six-month period.

Thees removals took place under police
surveillance and, at Johannesburg and
Durban where only males were removed,
handeuffs were used “in cases of re-
sistance and to prevent escapes”. This
was disclosed in the House of Assembly
by Mr Blaar Coetzee, Deputy Minister
of Bantu Administration and Develop-
ment. Mr Coetzee said 7,094 Africans
were removed from Johannesburg bet-
ween November 1967 and March 1968
at a rate of between 1,036 and 1,596
a month.

Whe's Going Home?

The Progressive Party in a special
statement has said that Soweto and the
other African urban townships are “a
monument to the failure of apartheid™.
A so-called ‘Parliament’ existed in the
Transkei, which had become something
of a tourist attraction. But that was
all it was.

There were more Africans in the town-
ships than ever before (the Vorster re-
gime's avowed aim 15 to remove Afri-
cans from so-called white areas alto-
gether). More jobs in industry were
being done by non-whites than ever be-
fore. The economic interdependence of
the different groups was now more real
than ever.

“Vast sums have, quite rightly, been
spent on housing and transport for Af-
ricans,” said the statement, and went
on more accurately: “But not in the
homelands — in the urban areas, where
they live and where the nation needs
their labour. ..

“And on the Black side of apartheid,
there are all the beastly things — the
ruthless application of influx control
often breaking up family life; the
heart-breaking implementation of Group
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Areas and the Population Register (both
of which are instruments for separating
the people in racial ghettoes — Editor);
the bannings, the jail without trial; and
the sickening, bullying betrayal of the
Coloured community.

“These things would have been virtual-
ly impossible to justify even had they
been a means to an end, even if the
apartheid policy were emerging as
something positive and meaningful. But
it is not, not at all. It is a total failure.
“And all that is left is the cruel ex-
ploitation of racial prejudice and the
ruthless maintenance of racial domina-
tion.”

A Cheap Labour Economy

In a debate on the Labour Vote in Par-
liament, (the all-white S.A. version of
a Parliament), Mr Marais Steyn pointed
out that no less than 80% of South
Africa’s total labour force is composed
of non-Whites and that the figure is as
high as 74 % in the vital manufacturing
industry. He added that all authorities
agree these figures are bound to grow
as the economy expands.

An equally important element in the
labour equation is that this prepond-
erantly non-white working force is an
essentially low-wage component. To this
extent, much of South Africa’s envia-
ble prosperity stems directly from its
use of a wvast supply of cheap labour.
Just how cheap this can be, is shown
in some recent wage determinations.
For example, a wage determination for
the clothing industry in certain rural
districts of Natal (published 19 April),
fixes the weekly wage as low as R3.40
rising to R4.80 for female workers, and
R4.35 rising to R6 for male workers
over 18. (£ 2 rising to £2 16/— and
£2 10/6 rising to £3 10/— respect-
ively.)

It is true that the average earnings
of African workers in industry as a
whole are higher than this, but in 19-
65/66 this was still only R479 a head
per year (£ 280 a year) — about R9 a

week (€5 5/— a week) and thus well
below the poverty datum line for Afri-
cans in urban areas.

In the gold-mining industry, the aver-
age annual cash earnings of Africans
have been calculated at a mere R183 a
year (£ 107) in 1966; and although food
and accomadation and certain ‘benefits’
are provided, the simple fact is that
if the industry could not rely on this
cheap labour force, half the goldmines
would have shut down long ago.

A Law That Overlooks Reality

A woman who was employed in Bethal
afrer obtaining permission from the local
labour bureau to do so, was convicted
by Mr A.M.F. Behrmann in the Bethal
Magistrates Court of living in the area
without permission from the local autho-
rity, ;
Mellie Zwann, 34, was cautioned and
discharged.

The court was told she was handcuffed
at work and escorted to the superin-
tendent's office by municipal police-
men. The Superintendent, Mr Abraham
Erasmus, said Zwane had lived in the
location since getting married in Oct-
ober 1953, In Oectober last year her
husband sold his house and left Bethal
for a ‘homeland’. In June last year
she had gained permission to work for
Mr Johannes Sibanyoni, a businessmen
in the township,

Her right to live in the area expired
when her husband left. She should have
followed him. Mr Erasmus said Zwane
ignored his warning to leave. He re-
fused her request to remain in the area
until she had divorced her husband.
Mrs Zwane told the Court her husband
deserted her to live with another woman
in the ‘homeland’. She had children by
him. She consented to the sale of the
house under duress in the superintendent’s
office. She was in handcuffs,

The magistrate Mr Behrmann said the
Urban Areas Act was silent on the
treatment ﬂF [IESETIECI wWomen. “T'I.'IE Iﬂ."i‘i"
has overlooked the fact that married
women could be deserted by their hus-
bands. You are by law unprotected. The
endorsement in the reference book that
you should work for Mr Sibonyani does
not allow you to live in the prescribed
area of Bethal. It only gives permission
to your employer to employ you.”

Mr Behrmann said the endorsement was
to protect employers, and not their
employees.

The endorsement read: “Permitted to
remain in the prescribed area of Bethal
while employed by Johannes Sibanyoni.”



Poorest Pay For School Books

Despite a statement that Coloured
schoolchildren are to receive free school
books from next year, there is no
Government plan to extend this to
African children.

This means that African children — who
form the poorest section of South Afri-
ca’s population — will be the only race
group not benefiting from free books.
African children get free books from
Class One to Standard Six, but not
free stationery. They pay for their
books as well in secondary and high
school.

The Cost of Malnutrition

Malnutrition has cost the Province of
Natal at least R10 million in the past
ten years (£ 6 million). In one Durban
hospital alone, treatment of malnutri-
tion has cost the Provincial Admini-
stration more than R1 million in that
period.

This is shown in a study of African soc-
ial circumstances carried out by the
Institute of Social Research at the
University of Natal. The Director of
the Institute, Prof. H.5. Wartts, said:
“The figure for the whole of Natal
during the past ten years could easily
be more than ten million Rands.”
The Institute’s investigators found that
the cost of surviving in-patients suf-
fering from kwashiorkor at King Ed-
ward VIII Hospital amounted to more
than R700,000 over a period of ten
years.

The report states: “Subsidies are pro-
vided on such items as bread, wheat,
mealies, margarine and dairy products
for the maintenance of health of the
entire population. Nevertheless it should
be recalled that the Bantu population
is paid ar lower rates, although it has
to buy food at the same price as other
groups.

“Totally inadequate wages, ignorance,
and above all the concomitant problems
of a migratory labour system, all con-
tribute to the prevalence of malnutri-
tion in the difficult and complex soc-
ial structure of the country.”

Since 1961, the Government had subsi-
dized one-third of the expenses of milk
powder schemes,

“On the other hand the Provincial Gov-
ernment of Natal has inflexibly ad-
hered to the policy that it is respon-

sible only for the curative aspects of
health.”

At King Edward VIII Hospital, it was
found that the average length of stay
for each child with kwashiorkor was
30 days,

Thus in that hospital alone more than
R700,000 was spent curing 7,000 victims

of a disease that could have been pre-
vented by the administration of a third
of a pint of milk a day for each of the
children,

The cost of treatment of each child
who survives is about R143, over 30
days. The cost of preventing for the
same period (based on the cost of a
third of a pint of milk a day) is ab-
out 80 cents.

No Non-White Restaurants:

It is reported that leading Bloemfontein
businessmen are “appaled” at the lack
of a decent restaurant in the city for
non-whites.

Mr I. J. Pinshaw, chairman of the
Bloemfontein Chamber of Commerce,
said at a meeting of the Chamber that
a better-class restaurant for non-whites
should be built.

People from Lesotho often came to
Bloemfontein to shop, and there was
nothing available for them except eat-
ing houses of a comparitively poor
standard.

A prominent member of the Chamber said
he had seen the Lesotho Deputy Prime
Minister, Chief Sekhonyane Maseribane,
having to park his car outside a white
cafe in one of the main streets, order
a few pies and have his thermos flask
filled with coffee. He then ate with
his family in the parked car.

Another member said the manager of
one of the city’s largest department
stores had been disconcerted when Le-
sotho's Prime Minister once asked him
where he could go to eat. ’
A senior official of the Hertzog Air-
port commented that there was a non-
white restaurant at the airport, bue this
was several miles beyond the city.

Bribing Africa

A R2 million multi-racial hotel — South
Africa’s first — is to be built at Jan
Smuts Airport and is expected to be
opened in two Yyear’s time. The 140-
bedroom hotel will be open to non-
white VIPs from neighbouring African
states, but not to South African non-
whites,

No final decision has been taken on
whether the non-white VIPs will eat in
the restaurants with whites or use the
bar facilities of the hotel across the
colour line.

Blasphemy Trial

The case brought by the State against
Christopher Morgan Pritchard, who ap-
peared on a charge of Blasphemy in the
Reginal Court in Cape Town, was “art-

ificial, speculative, and based on hy-
pothetical evidence,” Mr Sam Aaron
5.C. told the Magistrate, Mr W. F. van
der Merwe.

Mr Aaron, appearing for Pritchard,
submitted that the trial, which followed
a report in the University of Cape
Town student newspaper ‘Varsity’, was
“a throwback to medieval times”, with
the Prosecutor appearing like "a cru-
sader of old, a knight in armour.”
Pritchard is the former editor of the
newspaper ‘Varsity'.

Mr A. ]. Lategan, who appeared for the
State, submitted that Pritchard should
be found guilty on the main count of
Blasphemy. The charge arose from an
article in ‘Varsity’ under the heading
“Christian View of Sex All Wrong —
Hughes".

Part of the article — a report on a re-
ligious symposium — read: —

“It was Christianity’s attitude to sex
that he found reprehensible, said Mr
Kenneth Hughes in reply to a question
at the Symposium on the campus called:
‘Is God Dead?

“He said that the question of God’s
existence was as irrelevant as the
question of the sex of angles. “We
must write God off entirely because
his existence doesn't relate to scien-
tific matter. God is not dead, it is
only that he is beginning to stink”,
said Mr Hughes.”

The charge sheet alleges that Pritch-
ard “did wrongfully and unlawfully
blaspheme God, the Supreme Being, by
publishing or causing to be published,
or aiding in the publication of, the
article.”

An Oath Before Studying

A suggestion that university students
should take an oath of allegiance to
the Republic of South Africa before
beginning their studies, to ensure that
they did not engage in subversive
activities, was made in the Senate by
Senator D. G. J. van Rensburg, who said
one could not lightly dismiss the aect-
ivities of some students when it was
considered that one of the tactics of
Communism was to make use of the uni-
versity student to advance its ideology.
Students could not challenge the auth-
ority placed over them in the way that
University of Cape Town students had
done on the departure of Dr Hoffenberg
by singing a song which was banned in
South Africa ("We Shall Overcome™).
It had been scandalous of them there-

after to sing “Die Stem” (national

anthem of S. A. whites) as a cover for
this sort of activity.



OF

Moses Kotane is the member with the longest active service
in our national movement, This year Moses Kotane has been
a member of the ANC for over forty years. Throughout this
period he bas been a tireless, consistent and principled
fighter for freedom. Today, alert and youthful as ever,
Kotane is in the thick of the mational revolutionary armed
struggle waged by Mkbonto WeSizwe under the leadership of
the ANC. His contribution to our movement and to the cause
of the oppressed people of South Africa is immense.

Moses Kotane was born in the rural area of Tamposstad in
the Rustenburg district of the Transvaal on 9 August 1905.
Of peasant stock, he left home as a young man to seek work
on the Rand. He joined the ANC at the end of 1927. A year

Moses Kotane, Treasurer-General
of the African National Congress,
talks to Sechaba about

LANDMARKS
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later be joined the Communist Party of South Africa. It is
a tribute to the patriotism and statesmanship of Kotane
that from the comparitively early age of 34 he was entrusted
with the highest responsibilities in both organizations.

In these days when expressions like “youth’, “revolutionary’,
and ‘generation gap’ are bandied about loosely, Moses Kotane
is an example of the true revolutionary fighter whose merit
rests on consistent bard work and loyalty to the cause of
freedom through forty years of the zigzags of struggle in
South Africa,

The following interview was beld in Morogore, Tanzania.
In it Moses Kotane answered questions put by a Sechaba
correspondent;—

Question: Comrade Kotane, we believe
you are one of the oldest active mem-
bers of the African Natienal Congress.
When did you join Congress and what
prompted you to do so?

In your long experience within Con-
gress there have been many changes
of leaders. Who would you say in-
fluenced Congress most?

What are the most important land-
marks in the history of Congress,
especially during your membership of
the ANC?
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Yes, I suppose I must be one of the oldest active members of the ANC. I am
not certain of the exact date when I joined the Movement, but it was somewhere
towards the end of 1927 or the beginning of 1928,

It i5s not always easy to remember the details of an event which occured some
forty years back. What I do remember is that from my youth I have always had
a deep-seated hatred of foreign domination and exploitation. As one who detested
foreign political and economic exploitation, racial discrimination and social
humiliation and insults, I saw in the ANC a formidable instrument with which
the African people could rid themselves of a scourge and national calamity.

It is a well-known historical fact that our forefathers and earlier leaders were
defeated by the invaders because they were terribly divided on tribal lines. Thus
the invaders were able to defeat the various tribes one by one. Recognising this
important fact, the ANC made the question of national unity and elimination of
tribal divisions and suspicions, its cardinal principle and political objective.

In the 56 years of its existence the ANC never really had many radical or complete
changes in its leadership. There were many changes of the heads of the organization
and some slight changes brought about by periodical accession of new blood to its
national policy-making body, the National Executive Committee. Strange as it
may appear, the leadership of the ANC has always been collective. So, no single
leader could correctly be said to have alone influenced the Congress more than
any other member of the National Executive. This is not to say there were no
outstanding individual leaders. There have been many over the years.

There have naturally been many important events affecting the ANC in this long
period starting from the Jubilee of Congress in 1937, which saw a great revival
in the organization after a period of great difficulty. During the Second World
War there were growing demands for militant mass actions against oppression.
The year 1946 was an important one. It was during thar year that the Passive
Resistance Campaign of the South African Indian Congress took place. This occured



A speech to a Colowred audience in
the Cape — omne among a countless
number in his forty-year fight for the
freedom of all South Africans.

You are a well-known and prominent
Communist. The ANC has been cons-
tantly attacked by sections of the
Western press and governments as
being a socalled "communist front
organization”. What is your answer
to such statements?

How do you see the end of apart-
heid?

Comrade Kotane, as a person who has
participated so long in the various
phases of our struggle against op-
pression, what message have you to
give to the youth both at home and
abroad?

at the same time as a great Anti-Pass Campaign organized by the ANC. The
well-known Xuma-Naicker-Dadoo Pact was entered into, providing for co-operat-
ion between the ANC and the SAIC, Very important was the great African
Mine Workers Strike under the leadership of J. B. Marks.

Another important year for the ANC was 1949, The Programme of Action of 1949
was the basis of many mass activities which were to shake the political scene in
the fifties. The forms and methods of struggle were formulated and laid down in
that document. Prominent among these methods was the national industrial strike,
which was often used, '

1950 saw the first united front conference called by the National Execut.ve of the
Congress. The conference was called to devize ways and means of defeating the
notorious Suppression of Communism Bill. By that time there had been a major
change in the leadership of the organization.

Other important landmarks were in 1952 when the Defiance of Unjust Laws
Campaign was launched. This was one of the greatest campaigns organized by the
Congress and it laid the basis for the building of the ANC as a big mass move-
ment. In 1953 the annual conference of the ANC will be remembered for its
epoch-making decision to organize a Congress of the People. This great Congress
adopted the Freedom Charter, which is the common programme of the ANC
and all progressive organizations in our country.

Perhaps the most important landmark of all was the decision taken in 1961 to
organize Mkhonto We Sizwe as a national revolut'onary army.

Yes, I am a Communist and have never denied that 1 was. My membership of the
tormer Communist Party of South Africa was never a secret to members of the
African National Congress. I joined the Communist Party a year after I had
joined the ANC. I was a member of both organizations from 1928 to 1950, when
the CPSA was suppressed by the fascist government of South African. I was
elected to the national executive of the ANC at a time when I was General
Secretary of the CPSA. The reasons for this are the following:—

The ANC was and always has been a broad national organization and not a
sectional or class party;

The political demands and aims and objects of the ANC and the short-term or
immediate of the CPSA were similar;

I hope and believe that I am in the leadership of the ANC through merit and
because of my past and present service to the organization;

The fact that I am a Communist has never changed or interfered with my repre-
sentations on behalf of the ANC. When I have been charged with a mission by
the ANC National Executive, I have protected and promoted the interests of the
ANC and have never changed my mandate. Likewise when I have been charged
with a mission by the Communist Party I have stuck to the terms of my mandate
and defended the interests of the Party. In the formulation of policy I never think
of two organizations. I look for a correct political stand and formulation for the
organization concerned;

The attacks on the ANC are either malicious or based on a misunderstanding of
the character of our struggle. They are also largely due to the hoary old-wives-
tale of a “communist conspiracy” everywhere and in everything.

My considered view is that it is only through a grim and bitter armed struggle
that the system of apartheid can be overthrown by the oppressed people of South
Africa. We must fight.

I should like to issue this appeal to the youth of South Africa:—

At this hour of destiny your country and your people need you. The future of
South Africa is yours and it will be what you make of it! Remember our heroes
who are today sacrificing their lives for the freedom of their country and for the
freedom of their persecuted, terrorized and tortured people. Our gallant and
heroic fighters expect every young South African to join the struggle for the

freedom of the fatherland and our people.

To our friends all over the world I wish to say that we have now begun our
armed struggle against the evil forces of racialism, apartheid and imperialism in
Southern Africa. Our men are facing great odds. Not only do our fighters have
to_face the soldiers of fascist South Africa and Ian Smith, but in addition they
have to face the huge material resources of the Western imperialist powers. We on
our side have good friends, supporters and well-wishers all over the world who
have always given us and are giving their moral support and encouragement.
But moral support and encouragement cannot win a battle. We need increased
material support. We need funds, medicine, clothing, blankets, boots, soap, cigarettes,

and above all — arms.
11






J. Aranjo (PAIGC) & ]. Monteiro (Frelimo); Prof Kampert, M. Kalimullah (APSO),

D. Nokwe (ANC), G. Nyandoro (ZAPU)

For the Liberation of Southern Africa”

have allies in the form of international finance capital as
well as of the imperialist states — USA, West Germany,
Brita’'n, France and others — which assign to them an
important role in their global strategy directed against the
forces of democracy, of national liberation and socialism.
They are to form a bastion of colenialism and a springboard
of the imperialists for the re-colonization of Africa.

“The perfection of the system of “white” racist domination
and their intensified integration into a reactionary bloc in
Southern Africa, have increased the sufferings of the African
population of ‘these countries, and constitute both in the form
of the military confrontation and the dangerous policy of
infiltration, a growing danger to the sovereignty of the
independent African states and a danger to world peace.

“The West German Federal Republic established a close polit-
ical, economic and nuclear/'military alliance with the colon-
ialists and racists in Southern Africa. This alliance plays
a particularly effective role in the maintenance and inten-
sification of colonialism in Southern Africa. It has recently
been strengthened by the West German government with the
aim of making the whole of Southern Africa — within the
framework of their own imperialist plans — a special sphere
of influence of West German imperialism.

“In contrast to the neo-colonialist and neo-fascist pnhc}r
pursued by the Federal Republic in Africa, the participants
n this Conference — among them ]JaI'EIEU]El'l}’ the representa-
tives of the national liberation movements — welcome the
fact that the German Democratic Republic gives substantial
political and material aid to the national liberation move-
ments in Southern Afr'ca and supports by its policy of peace
and friendship among the peoples also the independent
countries of Africa in their cconomic and social development
as well as in their struggle against the neo-colonialist entangle-
ment,

“We have come to the conviction that the establishment of
normal diplomatic relations between the independent African
states and the GDR, the anti-colonialist German state, 15
also necessary in the interests of the national lkiberation
struggle in” Africa,

“The representatives of all socialist countries of Europe are
happy about the fact that all their countries promote in
every way the struggle of the national liberation movements,
and consistently apply the decisions and resolutions adopted
by the United Nattons and the Organization for African
Unity for the boycott of the white racist minority regimes
in Southern Africa.

“The Conference condemns resolutely the racial despotism of
the minority regimes in the Republic of South Africa and in
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), and the colonial rule of Portugal
against the freedom-loving peoples of Angola, Mozambique
and Guinea-Bissao, and calls for the mobilization of all anti-
imperialist forces to stop the co-operation of the imperialist
powers with the ruling regimes in Southern Africa.

“The Conference notes that the peoples of Southern Africa
have started a just armed struggle to destroy racism, fascism
and colonialism, and concludes that this was the only effective
means at the disposal of the peoples to liberate themselves.

“The Conference welcomes the support of the struggle of the
national liberation movements by those countries which are
adjacent to the areas of conflict between the peoples of
Southern Africa and the fascist and racist regimes.

“This scientific conference is an expression of the aspira-
tion for unity of all progressive people in their struggle
against racism and neo-colonialism. The Conference calls on
all anti-imperialist forces all over the world to close their
ranks in an anti-imperialist fighting front for the liberation
of the African South, to intensify their solidarity with the
anti-colonial movements of South Africa, Zimbabwe, South
West Africa, Angola, Mozambique and Guinea-Bissao, and
to support all forms of the liberation struggle.

“We shall make available to the world public the scientific
results of our investigations, and regard this as a contribution
to achieve our common aim: to liberate the pecoples of
Southern Africa from the domination of racism and colonial-
ism and to implement the universality of their claim to the
fundamental human rights,

— Berlin, GDR, 25 May 1968.”
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We have already indicated the importance of the heroic
poem. What must be examined here is the nature of the her-
oic poem. There are two predominant styles used, Either
the individual enumerates his own exploits or someone else’s.
In the former method the heroic poem goes something like

this:

I, the son of Bendusi of Maratini of Gabrasi
of Malombo (fame)

Killed the dogs of Dayeka
And crossed the rivers on their heads.

Their women and children fled before me, the
consuming fire...

It should be realized of course that “1"” here has a coll-
ective connotation. Hence the reciter quotes his heroic
ancestors whose heroic example he seeks to emulate. The
second type of heroic poetry differs from this form in that
it 1s composed in the third person and assumes the form of
an ode. Thus the poet might say:

He, Matata the brave son of Bendusi of Maratini of
Gabrasi of Malombo (fame) Who killed the dogs of

Dayeka and crossed the rivers on their heads (I praise
him).

He, the consuming fire from whose wrath women and

children fled.

In this case the poet becomes the voice of the communiry.
The individual himself ceases to stand for his own group
but becomes the national symbol, thereby reinforcing the
accepted ethic. Incidentally this is the process which gradually
builds up heroes into gods so that the gods who were originally
communal heroes, are deified and turned by legend into super
beings. They then stand for certain social qualities which
are abstracted and symbolized through the characters of the
gods.
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PART TWO

Recitals of heroic poems are made on great national occas-
ions, feast days, during bartle preparations, or situations
requiring individual stimulation to acts of bravery. Since
the heroic epic is concerned with deeds of the past, it also
becomes the greatest preserver of national history. Thus it
becomes at once a comment on national achievements and
also the very essence of the communal ethos. The importance
of poetry is clearly seen in the fact that in most African
societies the poet was maintained by the community. He
travelled from area to area reciting his poetry to large
gatherings. Significant also is the fact that almost all African
heroic poetry is demonstrated by dramatic actions which the
poet evolves to illustrate historical events. It is therefore not
ecnough for a poet to compose his poem: he is also expected
to perform his poem. He uses every part of his body, jumps,
waves his hands, runs in rythmic patterns and indeed re-
enacts the content of the poem. The audience itself responds
by appmprnatr. symbolic sounds. In some areas accompanying
musical instruments were used.

story-form of literature

Closely related to the heroic poem and approximating it in
importance is the story-form of literature. The story can
roughly be divided into two categories: mythical and ad-
venture stories. In the first category can be included the
various myths of the origin of life, of peoples and animals.
In the second category are various adventure stories related
to the history of societies’ and individuals’ battles. Like the
heroic poem, story literature is not only concerned with the
social ethic but requires in its completion a collective parti-
cipation. It has to be dramatized sometimes by the narrator
in the course of telling it or by a group of assistants, or else
through collective participation in interpolated songs.

Professional story-tellers abound in various gathering places.
An examination of the story will show that it is always
constructed with a view to communal participation. Its
episodes are dramatized and acted so that the audience itself
is made to go through a direct emotional experience related
both to the action of the story and the characters of the story.



 drama

The third category of literature is drama. It i1s difficult o
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African literature. It is a Field which needs deeper and more
intensive study. African drama, like the rest of African
literature, is of a communal character. In wvain will the
European-orientated drama student look for characters, a
complex plot, nor will the musicals help very much. African
dramatic expression depends on symbolism. It is this which
conveys an immediately recognisable component of social
realities.

Symbolism may take different forms according to the cultural
history of a particular community. In some communities,
masks are used to heighten the dramatic meaning. The masks
themselves have a well-established meaning of their own,
so that a particular type of mask may represent a particular
set of values. In almost all African communities, symbolism
is often conveyed by the polyrythmic patterns of the body.
This is achieved through dances of wvarious types.

Few countries in the world have such “intellectualized”
dances as in Africa, precisely because what is often thought
. by foreigners to be a dance in the simple terms, is often
illustrative of a drama. Foreigners often claim that African
music is repetitive and shorn of a harmonic structure, without
realizing that the music they are dealing with, is only back-
ground to the dramatized dances. The complex rythmic
structure in African music is a testimony to the deeper mean-
ing of dance rythms and symbols. Classical European music
compositions often sound meaningless to the African. Such
compositions of course are a tradition of quiet indoor listen-
ing in the cold regions of Europe. European music therefore
is for the ear, as African music is for drama.

There is no doubt that European drama did, in the early
Greek period and in the middle ages, have a lot more in
common with African drama. Nevertheless the circumstances
of these dramas more than confirm our contention that dra-
matic techniques used are a response to the social purpose
of the drama. Thus the dramas of Aeschylus are communal
in the sense that Moliere’s are not. What Europe did not
develop is a type of symbolic drama expressive of the coll-
ective social pattern. African dramas with their symbolic
styles therefore, set out to represent communal ethos and not
individual dilemmas.

ji, hoya, hi hi hi

Since symbolism is the key to African dramatic expressions
we have therefore a wide range of symbolic language which
defies the classification of dictionaries. Thus foreigners listen-
ing to or watching an African dance-drama are often heard
to cry in despair that emotive words like “ji” and “hoya”
are collective meaningless sounds, at worst consider them
as barbaric grunting noises. We may express our sympathy
at their ignorance. For the African, such sounds as “ji",
“hoya”, “hi hi hi" etc., symbolize a particular mood and
arouse culturally defined emotions. I am told that in Ethiopia
sounds such as “hi hi hi” uttered by the women relate ro
happy occasions, similarly in NMNorth Africa and elsewhere.
In South Africa they relate to both happy occasions and
war situations. The army for instance may be roused to
great courageous acts by such ululations.

Looking at African drama one cannot help noticing similar-
ities with other communal dramas in Asia and the Americas
among the Amerindians, They are based on elaborate symbolic
actions to the accompaniment of music and depicting not
individual tragedies but tragedies affecting peoples and
communit.es. Hence some of their themes are based on man
as he contends against dark forces of life such as death,
war, famine, etc., or else express the ecstasies of triumph
over hardships. They are therefore philosophical in the sense
that they are concerned with the definition of man’s rela-
tionships with the universal forces. Incidentally, many of the
tourist photographs that claim to represent Africa are of
dance-actors in their theatrical costumes. It is like taking
photographs of English actors in their costumes and displaying
them as a representative picture of the British way of life.

voice and chorus poems

Another category of literature includes short lyrical pieces.
These include those poems in which there is a leading line
which is called out, to the response of a group. Among these
are all the war poems, satirical pieces, poems instigating
collective action. There are also short pieces which are com-
posed in praise of birds, cattle, dogs, etc.

1. Satirical nursery rhyme,

First Voice: O woman you sit across the stream
What is it you boast about?

Chorus: (I boast) about the skirt that is beautiful
First Voice: What beautiful skirt do you boast about?
Chorus:

First Voice: What a thing to boast about!
Little things crash and fall
Making an explosion of intangible echoes.

It is a skirt of fine soft deer skin

2. War Poem.
Voice: My neighbour is like a dirty pig
Chorus: His neighbour is like a dirty pig
He cats greedily and tramples on others
Children scream and flee,
Voice: Yes their voices echo everywhere

Chorus: They are deserted in their cradles
But we shall restore their peace,
We shall die for generations to come.

3. In Praise of Force

They disturbed you my bull

In your sleep

You rose mysteriously like a legendary animal
And tore them apart from head to toe.

Most of this categorizing of course excludes a great deal
of chanted poetry, e.g. songs of the dead (Old Egyptian),
Akan dirges etc. This type of poetry is half-sung, half-
spoken. It is not possible to deal with it here as we are
not really concerned with specific forms.

(continued overleaf)
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wax and gold

The term “wax and gold in African literature™ was coined
as the title of a book on Ethiopia by LeVine. “Wax and
gold” refers to the two levels of meaning common in almost
all African literature. At one level a simple set of ideas
is expressed, which in itself must be interesting, simplified
and entertaining. On the second level the same ser of ideas
are used symbolically to express a philosophical system. This
philosophical system relates the set of events to the whele
life drama. Thus the simple story of the adventures of
humanized animals may really constitute philosophical
speculations, or be propagating a communal ethic. Sometimes
a piece of poetry may be injoyed as a description of events
which in turn stand for a deeper philosophical meaning.

On the descriptive level, this set of ideas must stand up
to the most critical evaluation. This level of meaning gives
its own aesthetic satisfactions. The other more profound level
may be missed, but its understanding complectes the cycle
of literary experience. As has been pointed out, the ethical
comment is the goal of all African literature.

It may be claimed of course that European literature itseli
does not, at its best, aim merely ar giving descriptions of
situations and feelings. What however must be borne in mind
15 that African literature discards all description that gives
only personal ecstasy. Even love lyrics relate to a wider
concept of socialized love. For, in fact, love has a dilierent
meaning in different societics. Whereas in individual societies
love becomes a palliative for solitary individuals, in com-
munally organized societies it is part of the overall social
purpose. Hence even love poetry concerns itself not just with
the emotional satisfaction of the individual, but also with
the social aspects of the relationship.

all nature is man

Natural phenomena like rivers, trees, mountains, ete, all form
part of the illustrative material of literature. But they never
attain an aesthetic quality which makes them ends in them-
selves, If their qualities are used, they are paralleled with
the qualities of people. For it must be understood thar the
cosmology of African society centres on man. This anthro-
pocentric approach demands that all beauty and all ugliness
is the ugliness or beauty of man.

It is for this reason that animal characters in stories are
humanized and are made to stand for human qualities. The
rabbit, the tortoise, the lion, the fox, all attain a sympathetic
quality illustrative of their habits and actions in so far as
these are found in man. A parallel with this approach can
be found in some instances in European literature, e.g. the
skylark in Shelley's ode. Here we see how an individual
acquires the identity of the bird he describes, and the bird
becomes symbolic of his own mood and projects his own
escapist mood. The bird itself is not humanized. An African
poet depicting the same situat'on would either introduce a
second character whose relationship was symbolized by the
song of the bird, or else depict the bird as symbolizing his
struggles with the sense of deprivation in a clearly defined
human situation, e.g. death of a friend.
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avoiding obscurantism

It is clear from all this that not only does African literature
represent a different kind of human experience from say
the European, but it also requires different techniques to
express it, Thus in depicting the two levels of meaning, the
African has to use techniques indicating the existence of these
levels such as linking, repetition, and various other forms
which are devices aimed at linking up the two levels of
meaning. For, if descriptions of reality have each their own
validity, we have no clue to their symbolic significance.
Thus without hints as to the relationship between the two
levels of meaning, we can only expect obscurantism of the
worst kind., The relationship is therefore established through
various devices, e, g.

Isaro Biuri the son of Bendusi

Dra Eirlw the dead dog from the assembly of black
shields

The dead dog was the son of Maraka
Who dared cross the currents of the greatr Nile.

In this example, we do not really know until the third line
that the “dead dog” is used metaphorically. When we read
the fourth line we already expect that the “torrents of the
great Nile” is a metaphorical reference to the armies of Biuri.
Other examples have a more diffuse style, for example:—

“Close the gates always, Mr Always.
I don’t mean you, 1 mean your mother.
She alone stood bravely before the hordes.”

Flere Mr Always is no existent character but refers to the
quality of persistence which the poet says is akin to the
material sacrifice by which alone victory has always been
assured. We can quote numerous examples to illustrate this
point and ideed show that whar is often dismissed lightly
as repetitive phrases are complex literary devices.

cross-currents

There is urgent need to understand how African literature
has been enriched and deepened by the influence of other
literatures. North Africa represents the crossroads of African
and Asian civilizations, Throughout history an African genius
has absorbed, reshaped, developed literatures which came in
through the Middle East (or is it Africa Minor as Bohnaman
suggests?),

[t is impossible in an article of this size to give any details
as to how Arabic literature, for instance in Northern and
Western and Eastern parts of Africa influenced and was
influenced by African literary genius, and how thar genius
has produced in various instances, a synthesis of a new
literary idiom. Arabic literature evolved under a different
socially and politically organized social structure, This strue-
ture however, differing originally from the highly collective
structure in Africa, is more akin to it in its philesophical
and ethical foundations.

Tt is clear that for instance Islam, Judaism and so-called
primitive Christianity have more in common with African
philosophical and ethical beliefs than say the individualist
beliefs of Europe. It would be so much casier of course if



analyses of societies, their social beliefs etc., were based on
fundamentals of economic and consequently political and
social orgainizations than on groups of races or peoples.
It would be clear that in Africa itself there are variations
in socio-economic organization according to availability of
natural resources. Peoples in the desertbordering areas naturally
have a harder life and a greater sense of property, and con-
sequently more individualistic philosophy than those say in
the grasslands,

In the same way the denudation of the Middle East produced
a ‘proselytizing zeal which spearheaded large population
movements into arcas of North Africa. It is this highly
sophisticated population, proud of its traditions and history,
that spread its literature and its language to a large part of
Africa, History shows however that it was formerly Egypr,
and then Axum, which had previously extended their in-
fluence and rule into the Middle East. The cross-currents of
culture have operated in this area for many centuries; the
literature of this area thercfore requires a deeper understand-
ing of those elements. Arabic literature is characterized by
the heroic epic and the personal lyric, pointing to both collec-
tive and individualist forms of social organization.

Egyptian literature has built a mosaic of literary expression
from a deep African tradition. Axumite and post-Axumite
periods show Syriac, Sabian and Semitic influences. Ethiopian

civilization is not Semitic as some mythologists have claimed;
it is an African civilization in form and content, and forms
one of the great African experiments and achievements,

synthetic literature

In more recent times, European colonization of Africa has
resulted in the production of synthetic literature, be it writ-
ten in foreign languages or in African ones. In both cases,
African literature shows itself as capable of experimenting
and extending its idiom. The African writer freely utilizes
techniques and themes from both traditional and European
literatures. This phenomenon can be traced from Algeria,
to Nigeria, to South Africa. De-colonization of Africa irself
has opened new scope for African writers and as a resulr,
African literature shows an all-round experimentation with
new forms and new literary styles.

There is a political fallacy which seeks to divide Africa
into two segments: Africa South of the Sahara and Africa
North of the Sahara. These divisions are fictitious in the
light of traditional pan-African experience. Arabic literature
North Africa, Nigerian and Ethiopian literature, are as much
an African heritage as Japanese literature is part of an Asian
literary heritage.

W.P. Carstens, 'The Social Structure of a Cape Coloured
Reserve’, Oxford University Press, 1968, 85/6.

The Reserve and Pass systems are so fundamental to the
South African method of oppression and exploitation thac
any book on the subject is bound to be of interest. This
important book makes its appearance in the year which
sees the extension of the Pass System to the so-called Cape
Coloured minority of the South African oppressed.

Most books on South Africa which deal with problems of
race relations are written from one two possible points of
view. They seek either to justify the peculiar system of
oppression or they protest against the ravages perpetrated
against humanity in the Republic of South Africa. In the
eyes of many people such writings are not acceptable evidence
because they represent too committed a standpoint. Dr
Carstens’s book is a very welcome addition to the arsenal
of evidence against race oppression, because, while he sedul-
ously avoids being political, he does not shy away from the
responsibility of making objective assessments and conclusions.
The book is an adaptation of a doctoral thesis accepted
by the University of Cape Town and represents on-the-spot
research covering a period of almost ten years during which
time he stayed in the reserves for a total of sixtecn months.
He confined his investigation of the community to five
reserves in Little Namaqualand with special attention
Steinkopf.

For many people he could juse as well be describing a
Transkei reserve for all the knowledge we have of the rural

Coloured person let alone the Coloured peasant, Whar we
do know is that the absorption of the Coloured Mission
Stations has become one of the main preoccupations of the
Coloured Affairs Department. Whar the book makes clear is
that there is no difference between a Coloured Reserve and
the so-called Bantustans. Both are areas of dire poverty and
both serve one main function — to provide reservoirs of
migrant labourers. Africans and Coloureds (people of mixed
race — Editor) are forced off the land by poverty to seek
employment in Mines, Factories and Farms. “Taking the
population as a whole,” says Dr Carstens, “there is a strong
suggestion that at least three-quarters of all families are
unable to make a living out of mixed farming alone and
must therefore find other work to augment the family budget.”
Even today there are many South Africans who regard the
Coloured people as a semiprivileged class, enjoying a stand-
ard of living well above that of their fellow African op-
pressed. Dr Carstens reveals however thar Coloured rural
workers from Steinkopf employed in the mines earned the
‘model’ wage of £5 145 (16 dollars) per month up to 1952.
By 1958 the figure had risen to £10 (28 dollars) per month.
A history of the South African oppressed will surely only
be written in a free South Africa. In the meantime such
rare snippets as are gleaned from the efforts of scholarship
must suffice to provide confirmation for the justice of the
South Africa people's struggle. The brief historical sections
of the book are particularly interesting and enlightening. The
author traces the history of this part of Namaqualand from
the period of the Khoi Khoin tribal ownership of the land



through the period of missionary invelvement and mission
station status to the period of direct political subjugation
under the Coloured Affairs Deparment.

Needless to say, this section of the book provides ample
justification for the attitude that the missionaries by and
large played a baneful role in the conquest and enslavement
of our people. It was, for example, at the instance of a
missionary that the Khoi Khoin of this area placed themselves
“under the protection of the Queen”. Moreover the advent
of the Christianized Basters ushered in a period of inter-tribal
strife which culminated in the better-armed Basters in power
under the control of the missionary. Today, “no political
meeting of more than five persons can now take place in
the Reserve unless special permission is given in writing by
the Commissioner for Coloured Affairs or the Magistrate.
Nor, under the same conditions, can any religious service be
held by any person or body, other than those connected with
the established church, Die Nederduitse Gereformeerde Send-
ingkerk (The Dutch Reformed Mission Church).” (p. 36) Small
wonder then that “both the Church and the Management
Board approve of, and encourage” the migratory labour
system.

The history of this particular Reserve is typical of the history
of South Africa, the steady dispossession of the rightful
owners and coralling them into ever-shrinking areas of their
land to reduce them to poverty and force them to work on
the mines and on the land that once belonged to them. “Even
today the older inhabitants of Steinkopf look at their shrunken
boundaries as a reminder of a period in their history when
they should have questioned the white man’s word.”

The book is the work of an anthropologist. We have dwelt
on the political implications of Dr Carstens’s book, because
this is of immediate interest. We however commend the book
for the wide area of life of the Coloured Reserve dwellers
it reveals to us. It should be read by all South Africans and
especially by sympathisers of our struggle, who would like
to gain a fuller understanding not only of our struggle but
also of some of the people who to a greater or lesser extent
are participating in it

Dr Carstens’s is a work of scholarship and research. By
its very nature it gainsays much that is contained in the
glossy handouts that flow out of South African embassies.
For example, in an article in Alpba (April 1968), the Govern-
ment publication directed at the Coloured people, they deal
with the Henkries date-palm project in the Steinkopf Reserve
and conclude as follows: “In the meantime the development
and expansion of the project proceeds steadily, to be used
eventually in the interests of the Coloured Community of
the Steinkopf Area.”” (My translation from the Afrikaans
wersion.) Dr. Carstens, in his chapter on mixed farming,
discusses the samc project and quotes from a Government
report the general declared aims for the project, of which the
above is a paraphrase; but Dr Carsten’s version includes a
statement on the attitudes of the inhabitants and rightful
owners of the plantation. “At present, however, the date
plantation is regarded by the inhabitants of Steinkopf as a
government farm from which they will never derive any
benefit. In general people are antagonistic towards its estab-
lishment . .. because they may enter the area by permit only

when they require rushes for mat-making (Henkries is the
main source of these rushes)” An interesting and revealing

book,
— Frank A. Landman

John Day, ‘International Nationalism’, Routledge and Kegan
Paul, London, 143p., 1967, 7/6.

In this book the author attempts to place the international
activities of the nationalist movements of Southern Rhode-
sia in the context of the history of African Nationalism in
Central Africa. The main theme of sthe book is that the
chief weakness of the struggle in Sodfthern Rhodesia has been
dependence on external pressure instead of solid internal
organization which in his view explains why the nationalists
had achieved so little by the middle of 1966. Joshua Nkomo,
leader of ZAPU, comes in for particularly harsh criticism.

The theme is not only inaccurate but fails to take into
account the numerous struggles conducted by ZAPU and its
predecessors, the ANC and later the NDP. The author is
also presumptious in assuming that our people who have
given their lives, languishing in prisons or detention camps,
and now engaging the enemy forces in mortal combat in
Zimbabwe, nced to be reminded of the importance of internal
struggle and organization.

This book, like so many other books on African Nationalism,
gives too simple an explanation of a complex and difficule
problem. The author tends to underestimare the value of
educating world opinion to the realities of the Rhodesian
situation, and surely, even as he admits, legal open political
organization in Rhodesia (as in South Africa) was and is
always fraught with difficulties. The author does not
understand and appreciate the enormous difficulties under
which the Mational Liberatory Movement has often laboured.
His denigration of their efforts should not be left unchal-
lenged.

To any student of African Nationalism in Rhodesia, it
should be clear that ZAPU and its predecessors have suc-
ceeded in the mass mobilization and the raising of the polit-
ical consciousness and understanding of the people. This is
evident from the successes of ZAPU-ANC freedom fighters
since August 1967, and the support they have received from
the African peasants and workers.

To the argument that the international activities have been
a waste of effort and energy, the author ironically provides
an answer. He says quite correctly that "any revolution from
within would benefit from that part of the work abroad
which aims at providing arms and training men for guerilla
warfare” (p. 125). But international solidarity alse consists
of getting moral and material support from peoples of not
only Africa, Asia, Latin-America and the Socialist Countries,
but also from the progressive people of the Imperialist World.
In these areas it is clear that ZAPU has done extremely
well. In the imperialist countries the people are becoming
more and more aware of the fascist nature of the Smith
regime, and the just demands and correctness of our struggle.
This book is also descriptive and not analytical, and its sole
merit lies in its recording of the international activities of
the African Nationalists between 1957 and 1966.

= C, P. Moyo
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