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Commentary

CLOSE RANKS! |

A call from the Consultative Conference
of the African National Congress

"Close Ranks! This is the order to
our people; our youth; the army; to
each Umkhonto we Sizwe militant;
to all our many supporters the world
over. This is the order to the leaders;
to all of us. The order that comes
from this conference is: Close Ranks
and Intensify the Armed Struggle!”

With these stirring words, O.R.
Tambo, our Acting President, sum-
med up the historic Consultative
Conference of the African National
Congress of South Africa held at
Morogoro, Tanzania from April 25
to May 1, 19469,

The Conference was attended by
over 70 delegates from various cen-
tres representing ANC branches,
units of Umkhonto we Sizwe - the
ANC’'s military wing, leaders of the
Indian and Coloured peoples and the
revolutionary working class movement
and was formally opened at a public
session by Mr. George Magombe,
Executive Secretary of the O.A.U, Li-
beration Committee. Other speakers
at the opening session included Mr.
A. Swai, Administrative Secretary for
External Affairs of TAN.U., Mr. 1. L.
Nambuta of MN.U.T.A. Tanzania's
Trade Union Federation, Amadou
MN'diaye, Secretary of the All African
Trade Union Federation and revolu-
" tionary leaders of FRELIMO (Mocam-
bique), M.P.LA. (Angola). S.W.A.P.O.
(Namibia) and Z.A.P.U. (Zimbabwe).

Among the numerous messages of
support and solidarity was one from
the National Front for the Liberation
of South Vietnam and another from
Amilcar Cabral, Secretary General of
the P.A.l.G.C. (Guinea-Bissau). (Some
of these messages and addresses to
Conference are printed elsewhere in
this issue).

The Conference was given a rousing
send-off by members of the revolu-
tionary youth of Tanzania = the
TAN.U. Youth League who formed
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a guard of honour for the delegates
arriving at the Conference and then
followed them into the hall singing
revolutionary national songs of Tan-
zania. With this inspiring and auspi-
cious beginning, Conference sat
down to six full days, including two
late night sessions, to discuss and
resolve on the structure of our orgao-
nisation, the strategy, tactics and the
programme of our revolution — The
Freedom Charter, and the political
situation at home and abroad.

It discussed at length and adopted
resolutions on the need to integrate
all oppressed national groups and
revolutionary forces and individuals
under the banner of the ANC, the
provision of intensive political edu-
cation for all sectors of the Move-
ment; the urgent task of organising
the Trade Union Movement at home
and to assist the South African Con-
gress of Trade Unions (5.A.C.T.U.)
abroad and to release personnel for
this purpose.

All the discussion was conducted in
the light of the present period of
armed struggle and the revolution for
the overthrow of imperialist-badked
white domination in South Africa.
Conference odopted far-reaching
plans for the intensification of the
armed struggle focussing attention
on the central task: organising and
leading the South African National
Democratic Revolution.

The principle of the ZAPU-ANC
Alliance was fully analysed and
enthusiasm was expressed by all
present at the achievements of the
ZAPU-ANC guerrillas in their stirr-
ing battles against the joint forces
of the Smith and Vorster regimes in
Zimbabwe. Conference resolved to
strengthen the Alliance further and
to take steps to form alliances with
other liberation movements in Sou-

thern Africa namely, FRELIMO,

MPLA, SWAPO and PAIGC of Gui-
nea-Bissau.

Conference condemned the conti-
nued imprisonment, detention and
persecution of thousands of our gal-
lant Freedom Fighters by the Vorster
fascist regime. It saluted our gallant
leaders languishing in Robben Island
and other prisons.

In @ moving ceremony with an Um-
khonto bugler playing the Last Call
in the background, Conference paid
tribute to the memory of Chief Albert
1. Lutuli, our late President-Geéneral
and the honoured dead who fell in
the battlefields ond elsewhere in the
South African freedom struggle.

The Conference was unique in many
respects. The most remarkable aspect
was the Pre-Conference discussion
organised by the Conference Prepa-
ratory Committee.

For three months prior to the Confe-
rence discussions were initiated
amongst units of the ANC and its re-
volutionary allies. Discussions on all
matters on the Agenda were held in
South Africa, Zambia, Tanzania, the
U.A.R. and Algeria. Discussions were
held in the U.5.5.R., Britain, the
G.D.R. and in India.

As a result of these discussions Con-
ference was presented with 53 docu-
ments of which 19 were the result of
discussions at meetings of units of
the Movement and 34 were indivi-
dual contributions.

The documents covered a wide range
of subjects and contained criticisms,
proposals and comments on a variety
of subjects.

Another remarkable aspect of the
Conference was that it took place in
an atmosphere of complete frankness
and at no stage was the unity and
comradeship of all present ever im-
paired as a result. New officials were
elected to office. Conference unani-
mously re-affirmed its confidence in
and support for the Acting- President
General, Comrade O.R. Tambo. Alfred
Mzo was appointed Secretary Gene-
ral with 1. B. Marks as Chairman of
the MNational Executive and Moses
Kotane as Treasurer-General.

In sweeping structural changes, a
Presidential Council and a Revolu-
tionary Council were established
under the Acting President with Joe
Matthews as Secretary. Dr. Y.M. Da-
doo is the Vice-Chairman of the Re-
volutionary Council.

The stage has been set for an inten-
sification of the armed struggle and



for the consclidation and strengthen-
ing of our underground forces at

home.

The ANC, as our Acting President put
it at the closing session of the Con-
sultative Conference, has set itself a
new standard of unity — unity among
all revolutionaries; unity on all fronts
— both internal and external. This
unity must permeate into the solida-
rity movements abroad.

On the international front our object,
apart from rallying the forces of pro-
gress into the solidarity movement, is
the more urgent task of getting all
democrats drawn into direct commit-
ment to the ANC and our armed

struggle.

We urge our readers to undertake an
intensive campaign in their Trade
Unions, Political erganisations and in
any other organisation to which they
may belong to publicise the South
African struggle and the atrocities of
the South African racist regime. Raise
funds for our struggle; get your orga-
nisation to supply medicines, cloth-
ing, blankets, food etc., to our mili-
tants in Umkhonto we Sizwe.

We have committed ourselves to in-
tensify our armed struggle and to eli-
minate the fascist-racist hierarchy in
South Africa and we urge all those
who believe in true democracy, pro-
gress und world peace, to express
their solidarity with the fighting
peoples of South Africa by taking
practical steps as suggested herein.

WE SHALL WIN!
AMANDLA
NGAWETHU!
POWER TO THE
PEOPLE!

The entire people of South Viet-Nam under the leadership of the South

EXTRACTS FROM —mmp—
MESSAGES OF SOLIDARITY

Viet-Mam MNational Front for Liberation re-assert the solidarity between

our twe peoples determined to fight the aggressors till complete victory.
— Message from: The South Viet-Mam Mational Front for Liberation.

It is because of the experience you have gained that your great movement
rightly decided to launch the armed struggle agoinst the racist and fascist
regime. This is the only language the barbaric regime understands and
nobody should be deceived that to fraternise with the enemy can change
the enemy's policies of apartheid, The O. A. U, believes that it is only by
using the gun that we caon emerge victorious agaoinst Vorster's racist

regime . . . Long live the A.N.C. |
- Mr. George Hnigmb-. Executive Secretary: OLA . Co-ardinoting
Cammittes for the Liberaticn of Africo.

Our Organisation is convinced that all the peoples of Africa and aos
well as those of the Freedom and peaceloving countries the world over,
stand in Solidarity by your side in your struggle to liberate your

motherland.
= Mr. A, Swai, Administrative Secretary for External Affairs:
Tanganylka African National Union (TANU)

On behalf of my Federation, | wish to congratulate the African Naticnal
Congress, ond for that matter, oll progressive anti-imperialist forces in
Africa for the heroism they have shown in o struggle which encompasses
the strongest bastions of world capitalism . . . It is our hope that the
African Mational Congress, which is one of the foremost political parties in

Africa, will lead the way to the unity of all progressive forces.
{-A:mw MW'Diaye, Permanent Secretary: All-African Trade Union Federation
TUF)

| wish to reassure comrades of the ANC ond all comrades in the
revolutionary struggle, that you con continue to count on the support of the
workers of Tanzania . . .

May the freedom struggle grow from strength to strength!

Long live the African National Congress!

Long Live the African Revolutionary Forces!
— I, J. Nambuta, Director of Publicity: NUTA (Tanzania Trade Union
Federation)

The days of the Pretoria racists are numbered, for they will not be able to
oppose the long and bloody struggle that the South African people, under
the leadership of ANC, will continue to wage to win the sacred rights of
the majoritv and to put an end to the supremacy of the white man .

Comrades the People's Movement for the Liberation of Angola will be ot

your side at all times ond undear all circumstances.
= Tanzanion Represeniotive M.P.L.A.

Knowing that the ANC is the African pioneer of the modern struggle for
ireedom against cppression, we in FRELIMO are sure that this conference
will be o success . . . We greatly appreciate the efforts made by ANC and
ZAPU in destroying the Boer illusion of supremacy in Southern Africa;
opposing their bloody reoressive methods by bloody revelutionary armed
struggle. Needless to say, your success is our success. We encourage you
to continue on the same road . . . Let us ocopose the reactionary olliance af
Vorster, Coetano ond Smith regimes by the revoluticnory olliance of

FRELIMO, ANC and ZAPU.
= Message from the Central Committee of FRELIMOD

ihe Boers in South Africa, and the NATO bloc ore quite oware that victory
in Angola, Mozambique and Zimbaobwe would eventually mean victory for
the rightful owners of South Africa, the African people. Therefore we have
lo assess our own situation in the light of the causes for the uprising and
foce facts truthfully, without any illusions about our struggle and its many
problems. We must see whether there is anything to be gained by pooling
our resources. ZAPU is convinced after thorough analysis of the whole
noture and position of the present situation thot o need for o broader

alliance is necessary.
LONG LIVE THE ZAPU-ANC ALLIANCE!

— G. 5. Parirenyatwa, East African Representative: Zimbabwe African People's

nion [ZAPL)
Telegrams and Cables: SECHABA
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INTENSIFY THE

The vital and central tasks of the African National Con-
gress today is the intensification of the armed struggle for
the overthrow of the white fascist regime and the libera-
tion of our motherland. Today armed struggle together
with other forms of struggle constitute the weapons of the
oppressed in our country against the oppressor. How can
we intensify the revolution? What forms of organisation
can ensure the maximum mobilisation of all the resources
at our disposal? What are the motive forces of our
struggle and their potential? What strategy and tactics
are to be employed?

These are some of the problems and questions that re-
quire our consideration and solution.

Qur struggle is being waged in a complex and difficult
national and international situation. The correct solution
of the problems of our revolution require a proper under-
standing of the international as well as the national situa-
tion,

This involves a correct assessment of the strength and
weaknesses of the enemy and its imperialist allies, as well
as our own strength ond weaknesses, our potential and
that of the whole anti-imperialist forces.

Our
immediate
enemies

Our immediate enemies, the white fascist regime in South
Africa, are an important and integral part of the imperia-
list camp. Internationally the imperialists' main precccupa-
tion today is a desperate attempt to stem the anti-colonia-
list movement, and to regain their former positions of poli-
tical, economic and military dominance over the peoples
of the world. To achieve their objective they have embar-
ked upon a global strategy of reactionary and brutal
counter-attack against progressive governments and revo-
lutionary liberatory movements. The imperialists resort
to numerous methods, for instance:

— The creation of hotbeds of war all over the world includ-
ing acts of provocation, direct and indirect military inter-
vention as in Vietnam und South East Asia, the Middle
East, Korea, Cuba, West Berlin and Czechoslovakia.

~ The establishment of military bases at strategic points
and the selection of springboards in all continents from
which they launch their acts of aggression and subversion,
In the Middle East, Isroel acts as catspaw of imperialism;
in Asia, Jopan. In Africa fascist South Africa is the main
bulwark and fortress &f reaction and imperialism. It is of
vital economic and strategic value in the whole global
strategy of imperialism.




REVOLUTION!
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— The subversion of anti-imperialist governments. Military
coups in Latin America and Africa have been engineered
systematically in the last three years.

— The hindering of progress towards economic indepen-
dence in developing countries through neocolonialistic
machination, carefully manipulated "Aid" and loans, the
fixing of prices of commodities to the disadvantage of
developing countries, the unequal trade agreements, the
export of both private and state copital. All these are
designed to keep independent and developing countries
economically dependent on the colonialists. South African
fascism itself has reached a stage where it is offering state
financial "Aid" to African independent states. It is already
implementing the scheme in Swaziland, Lesotho, Malawi,
and Botswana. These are all part of a sinister plot to
blockmail states not to support liberation struggles as
Banda of Malawi and Leabua lonathan of Lesotho have
already done.

— |Increased support and reinforcement of reactionary
regimes, militarily, economically and technically against
the liberation movements and revolution. The concerted
support by the imperialists of the racist minority regimes of
Vorster, Caetano, and 5mith against the ANC, ZAFU,
MPLA, FRELIMO, SWAPO and PAIGC is now a public and
wellknown foct. In Lotin America and Asia, too, the
United Stotes in particular, supports its puppet regimes
against revolutionary movements.

— Assassination and the murder of leading members of
progressive and revolutionary movements has now become
part of the stock-in-trade of world reactionary forces. In
Kenya o few years back it was Pio Pinto. Then Comrade
Sigauke of Frelimo, now recently Comiade Eduarde Mod-
lane of Frelimo. There are no limits to the cowardly and
dastardly crimes of the imperialists and their agents.

— Imperialist agents are busy trying to forment division,
conflict and desertions in the ranks of the liberation
movements and progressive organisations. The agents
of reaction use all methods, ranging from the exploita-
tion of genuine grievances and differences to naked slan-
der, distortions, lies and bribery.

— Efforts to discredit and denigrate the liberation move-
ments and their leadership, both among the people and
internationally are one of the main objects of the
psychological warfare conducted through the radio, press
and whispering campaigns. The work of Radio RSA, Radio
Bontu and Msakazo are notorious in this respect.

— The creation and maintenance of spurious stooge
organisations is one of the main pre-occupations of the
imperialists. PAC, and the New Revolutionary Movement
in South Africa, ZANU in Zimbabwe, Coremo in Mozam-
bique, Savimbi and Roberto Holden's so-called organisa-
tions in Angola.

~ Spies, informers, and traitors are lovishly bribed to
inform on the liberation movements, to enable the oppres-
sors to wreck the revolutionary struggles for freedom.

Tha nl?je::ti'ue of the imperialists in their global strategy
is to |!ﬂ!ﬂtﬂ. undermine, subvert and wreck everything
whether it be o state or arganisotion which is progressive

and anti-imperialist and to consolidate and reconstruct
all pro-imperialist, and reactionary institutions in the
world.,

The Mighty Anti-lmperialist Force

Opposed to this frantic counter offensive is the mighty
onti-imperialist force and movements. It is the united
force of popular, progressive and revolutionary states and
organisations.

The apparent strength of the imperialists is in their
massive military and economic potential. Politically they
are weak and getting weaker by the day. They are
incapable of complete unity even among themselves
because of the constant rivalry to redivide markets. In
addition the rise of anti-imperialist revolution is constantly
undermining the false image of their superiority. Even
militarily their “invincibility” is being exposed by the
humiliating defeots they are suffering from smaller and
relatively weaker nations which are economically less
developed. The dilemma of the US in Vietnam caused by
the shattering and humiliating blows from the heroic
people of Vietnam exposed the basic weakness of the
leading and most aggressive imperialist powers.

In addition the developing countries no longer wish to
associate themselves openly with the capitalist system
which to the vast masses of the people spells ignorance,
disease and poverty. The impact of socialism on the mas-
sas of the people is steering states of the third world to
pronounce their objectives as socialist in one form or the
other.

Mass support and even submission is shrinking in the
direction of resistance and revolt both in the former
colonial countries and amongst vast sections of the
populations in the imperialist countries themselves. The
Anti-Communist bogey through which the imperialists try
to justify all their reckless and brutal interference is
wearing thin as a veil to hide their fiendish plots of plun-
der, greed, exploitation, oggression and atrocities, which
they perpetrate against the peoples of the world.

Capitalist World Shrinks

As the capitalist world begins to shrink, the rivaley bet-
ween the imperialists for markets and dominance
increases and so do their differences and conflicts. Mili-
tary and economic organisations like NATO, CENTO,
SEATQ, the OAS and the Common Market which were set
up to protect shaky imperialists economically and mili-
tarily, become insecure and are in a constant state of
crisis. The domination of her partners by the US is being
challenged. The prestige of the imperialists and especially
that of their leader - the United States is dwindling.
Throughout the world criticism of their complete disregard
for human rights and their support for fascist and racialist
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states like South Africa, Portugal, and West Germany is
mounting and becoming more caustic. Economic crisis is
seriously aggravating their position at home and abroad.
The imperialists appear strong, formidable and sometimes
even invincible but in fact they are growing weaker and
weaker as the Socialist Community grows stronger and
liberation movements in Africa, Asia and Latin America
struggle more fiercely for independence; and the masses
in the imperialist countries themselves challenge the
policies of the rulers.

Apart from inherent couses leading to division amongst
the imperialists, one major factor which has contributed
to the crisis in which imperialism has found itself is the
growing might of the Anti-imperialist movement.

The Anti-lmperialist Movement - Its
Strength, Weaknesses and Potential

The Anti-Imperialist movement is the united struggle and
effort of all anti-imperialist states, organisations and
individuals throughout the world. It is a broad movement
composed of people with different political beliefs, of
different races ond colours, from different walks of life
but who are united by their hatred of the evils of impe-
rialism and racialism and their firm belief in national
independence, genuine democracy, race harmony and
peace, ;

The pillars of the anti-imperialist movement are the Soviet
Union, the Socialist States in alliance with the progressive
states of Africa, Asio and Latin America, the revolutionary
liberation movements in countries which are still under
colonial or white minority rule, and the democratic forces
in the imperialist countries themselves.

The anti-imperialist movement is based on the fact that
the destinies of all peoples struggling against imperialism
are interlinked and inextricably interwoven. The joint and
concerted action of all progressive forces against
imperialism and the mobilisation of the vast masses of the
people into a united anti-imperialist front constitutes a
mighty and invincible force for the destruction of the
imperialists. Unity and action are therefore cardinal in the
fulfilment of this objective. -

The African National Congress and the oppressed and
exploited peoples of South Africa together with all
genuine democrats are an integral part of the anti-impe-

rialist movement of the world. We share with all other anti- .

imperialist peoples of the world common aims and objecti-
ves and common enemies,

There are numerous international organisations whose
basic object is the mobilisation of the people against
imperialism, like OAU, WFTU, WIDF, WFDY, IUS, the
- World Peace Council, the Afro-Asian Solidarity Organi-
sation, the Afro/Asian/Latin American Solidarity Organisa-
tion, the Democratic Jurists Association, the Afro/Asian
Writers Association, AATUF, the Pan/African Youth Move-
ment, the Africaon Women's Conference, and others. The
African Mational Congress has and still participates as
fully as it can in the activities of these bodies and in many
instances serves on their executive bodies. This apart from
the bitter struggle of the people in South Africa against
the fascists and imperialists has been a significant contri-
bution to the global anti-imperialist struggle. It is impos-
sible, if not fatal, to divorce the struggle of our people in
South Africa from the struggle of the peoples of the world.
Is the participation of the African National Coengress in

these international bodies useless and wasteful? Certainly
not. Not only do we join the powerful mass of mankind
fighting precisely what we are fighting for against the
same enemies, but we are able to disseminate information
about our struggle thereby winning and strengthening
ourselves and our allies and obtaining both moral and
material support for our struggle. The international sup-
port for our struggle against the South African fascists has
been mounting. But misconceptions and even ignorance of
the conditions in our country and the struggle are still
there in the most unexpected quarters. This is sometimes
due to the fact that the enemy and its allies are busy
through a well-organised internatignally pro-Apartheid
lobby, distorting and lying about the situation in the
country. It is of course correct that actions inside our
country is a more positive ond dynamic contribution
towards the struggle against imperialism. But the action
itself and constant international explanation and agitation
must go hand in hand. It is not necessary to go into details
of how the so-called "Mau-Mau" struggle was slandered
and isclated by the British to the extent that it was not
understood and not effectively supported by the inter-
national progressive world for lack of proper publicity.
Much harm resulted from this circumstance. Karl Marx's
call "Workers of the World Unite” is equally applicable
to the anti-imperialists at this grave and critical time,
"Anti-imperialists of the World Unite!”

The Offensive of the National
Liberation Movement and the
Anti-Imperialist Forces

The past decade has been an era of national revolution
and upsurge of anti-imperialism which has resulted in the
most rapid and unprecedented disintegration of colonia-
lism in its old form. The frontiers of imperialism have
shrunk under the pounding blows of the offensive
luurlldd'led by the liberation movements throughout the
world.

Within a period of less ten years the number of inde-
pendent African states has reached 41. The phenomenal
victory by the national liberation movements over the
imperialists was made possible by a number of foctors.
Firstly the fundomental change in the world situation
which has been brought about by the steadily growing
strength of Socialist countries which are selflessly dedi-
cated towards the struggle for the destruction of colonia-
lism.,

Secondly, militant and determined liberation movements
have been growing in the colonial countries. Thirdly,
systematic and conscientious efforts have been made by
all anti-imperialist forces throughout the world to force
unity and to pool their resources against colonialism.

Fourthly, the inherent greed of the imperialists has pro-
duced conflict within their own ranks which have resulted
in manceuvres and counter manoeuvres against each
other. Finally each imperialist country has been weakened
by crisis and internal problems within its own state, and
the vigorous onslaught of werking class and other demo-
cratic movements.

The victories of the liberation movements particularly in
Africa whether they were achieved by peaceful or viclent
means have been a source of great inspiration to millions
of oppressed people and have given impetus and momen-
tum to their dream which almost immediately became g
reality. The growth of regional, continental and interna-
tional anti-imperialist organisations and the numerous
acts of solidarity amongst the anti-imperialist pecple
have become a life belt to those who are still battling in
the storm against the racialists, colonialists and fascists.
One of the great achievements of this era has been that
colonialism as an ideclogy has been outlawed interna-
tionally and the people have discovered their immense
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strength to assault it successfully. The myth and facade
of the invincibillty of the racialists, colonialists, imperia-
lists have been disproved forever. The victories of the
national liberation movements were in most cases not
easy, smooth and complete, nor was the retreat of the
imperialists always unplanned or a complete defeat. Im-
perialism resorted to many political, military, economic
and other stratagems to extend its lease of life and to
save as 'much as it could in its erstwhile colonies.

In parts of the world like Southern Africa and Guinea-
Bissau, the imperialists are continuing to resist the legi-
timate demands of the people through ruthless repres-
sions and terrorism. This is no accident but a deliberate
design by the imperialists to maintain these areas as their
last frontiers, as bastions of colonialism and as a spring-
board for recolonisation.

Counter Offensive
by the Imperialists

Imperialists have never approved the abolition of colonia-
lism and the oppression and exploitation of the people.
They were forced out of their former colonies by the
strength of the people. They tried to cover their retreat
by making loud announcements that they were “granting
the people their independence”. This was a dispicable
lie. It is only through the courageous struggles and sacri-
fices of the people that they have won their freedom. The
disintegration and collapse of colonialism and the growth
and untiy of the anti-imperialist forces have driven the
imperialists to desperation which has led them to launch
a sinister and vigorous counter-offensive against the
newly independent states, the national liberation move-
ments and the anti-imperialist organisations.
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This counter-offensive is yielding to spectacular victories
for the imperialists and temporary and serious reverses
for the African revolution os well as dangerous cracks in
the unity of the anti-imperialist forces of the world. The
initiative which had been so firmly held by the anti-im-
perialist forces of the world is in grave danger due to this
counter-offensive of the imperialists.

It is true that the initiative has not been lost yet. But
within the space of two years the imperialists have done
sufficient damage to independent states, liberation move-
ments and anti-imperialist organisations to shoke us out
of our complacency and to call for greater vigilance and
a closer study of the methods of the imperialists. The vic-
tories of the imperialists and the reverses of the revelu-
tionary anti-imperialist forces are undoubtedly a tem-
porary phenomenon. That is a fundamental fact derived
from an understanding of the character of the epoch in
which we live. However, comforting as this foct may be in
the long run, it is no solution to the grave problems which
now face us. Mor is it an effective answer to the grim
counter-offensive which is causing so much suffering to
millions of people.

The real selution can only be found by an exhaustive and
candid examination of the strength and weaknesses,
mistakes and faults, the potential of the anti-imperialist
forces on the one hand and on the other, the strategy
and tactics of the imperialists which have enabled them
to exploit these weaknesses and mistakes to score the
victories they have recently scored.

The beld and aggressive counter-offensive of the colonia-
lists has been timed to take place at a time when there is
discord in the entire imperialist forces of the world both
nationally and internationally. In many instances as in the
newly independent states the colonialists have cunningly
contrived to create internal problems through political
and economic intrigues and bribery and subversion in
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order to undermine the independence of these states and
retain political and economical control over them.

Discord in the Anti-Imperialist
Forces

One of the greatest tragedies of our time has been the
discord in the Socialist camp which has weakened the
main shield of the peoples against imperialism. This divi-
sion has reflected itself in all international anti-imperia-
list organisations. Those of the youth, students, women,
trade unions and even in organisations like the Afro-
Asian Solidarity Organisation.

The potency and effectiveness of these bodies have been
unfortunately reduced at a critical time. 5o much precious
time is spent by certain sections in reckless and disruptive
activities whereas the positive contribution by these anti-
imperialist organisations is invaluable. This discord has
hod the effect of dividing newly independent states, Socia-
list countries and natioral liberation and democratic
movements.

The knowledge of the discord and disagreement which
exist among the anti-imperialist forces has spurred the
imperialists to strike left and right in Asia, Africa and
Latin America.

Some of the strength of the anti-imperialist movement is
being tragically wasted on internal disputes whilst the
enemy continues to strike with ever growing audacity.
Solidarity, that powerful weapon, is being corroded. In
some instances corrupt methods have been resorted to in
order to win support. Those organisations which maintain

their independence and whidch refuse to yield to pressure .

become objects of villification and abuse. On the other
hand charlatans and political careerists and renegades
of all kinds whose reputation cannot stand examination
by daylight are being frantically recruited and exalted as
revolutionaries and true representatives of the people
despite the fact that the contrary is well known. There
have been attempts to establish organisations which were
merely factions or cliques. This is a serious situation. So
long as it exists, so long will the imperialists balster their
courage and engage in bolder and more aggressive acts
against the people.

Imperialist military intervention and aggression in Viet-
nam, the Dominican Republic, and the Congo, the nume-
rous counter-revolutionary coups and all forms of subver-
sion to restore the domination of the colonialists have
succeaeded particularly because of the discord which exists
in the anti-imperialist forces. The forums of the anti-im-
perialist organisations are not platforms for ideological
and interstate disputes but are an anvil where all anti-
imperialists should try to forge their common weapan to
fight imperialism. Difficulties there might well be between
members of the anti-imperialist movement but these must
never be made to appear more important than the his-
toric and common duty of destroying the monster of colo-
nialism in dll its forms.

The anti-imperialist forces have scored numerous victories
and their potential in unity and concerted action is bound-
less. It is therefore the solemn duty of all genuine anti-
imperialists to strengthen the unity of this mighty force,
and to make it as invincible as it should be. Those who
continue to sow discord and confusion are consciously
and unconsciously trying to divert the movement from its
objectives and are assisting the imperialists and under-
mining the revolutionary struggle.

For reasons which we will show later the African National
Congress is deeply interested in the unity of the anti-im-
perialist movement. The success of the struggle in South
Africa, its duration and cost in human life depends to a
great extent upon the solidarity, strength and unity of the
anti-imperialist forces of the world.

As we have stated before imperialism and fascism are
using South Africa as their base and springboard for

launching a counter-revolutionary offensive in Africa. The
aggressive nature of these forces constitute a direct threat
to peace and independence not only in Africa but also in
the rest of the world.

In this situation, and as an internationalist duty, it is
crucial that all progressive forces the world over should
realise that they constitute one of the main motive forces in
wiping out imperialism and fascism in South Africa. That
realisation must be translated into action in support of the
national liberation movement in South Africa as led by
the ANC,

The duty of the anti-imperialist forces that stand against
Vorster fascism is no less today than the duty that faced
the progressive forces against Hitler Nozism during the
Second World War.

From the progressive point of view there must be o funda-
mental change of outlook and ottitude towards the
struggle against fascism in 5.A.

The anti-imperialist movement has tremendous potential.
The urgent and immediate need is to cement unity. There
is need to work out and implement the global strategy to
counter the imperialists, to examine the activities of the
numerous components, to ensure greater co-ordination
and an avoidance of duplication. Above all, aggressive
imperialist counter-attack requires a bolder assault by
the anti-imperialist forces along every front.

The African Revolution -
Its Strength, Weaknesses and

Potentialities

The African Revolution hos had a tremendous impact on
the world. It has swept aside the hollow myth of white
rule based on alleged superiority of the white over the
black.

In the world forums the rapid appearance of African
states has tilted the balance against the former imperia-
list states.

In the independent states themselves massive funds have
been allocated for the first time to secure proper educa-
tion and health facilities for the people. Africanisation
of the civil services is proceeding apace. The beginnings
of economic development have been laid. The power of
the African states is being steadily built up in all spheres
of human endeavour. Yet it should be remembered that
the states of Africa start their independent existence with
a terrible legacy of colenial rule which deliberately kept
the people ignorant, disease-ridden and poer. Further-
more the imperialists never intended to abandon their
interests. Therefore through their agents they continue to
do everything to place difficulties in the way of African
unity and advancement.

The Organisations of African Unity is one of the most
hopeful symbols of African aspirations and determination
to carve a proper place for our continent in the world.
As far as we of the African National Congress are con-
cerned the achievements of the Organisation both in
terms of its contribution to the solution of interstate prob-
lems and its support of the anti-imperialist struggle have
been great.

This is not to say that there are no weaknesses in the
OAU or in some of the states composing this great orga-
nisation. But on the whole it can be said that our struggle
in common with that of many other countries has received
solid support from the OAU. It would perhaps be regarded
as invidious to single out the states that have given us
help and would be tedious to list them all. Yet we cannot
but place on record our appreciation of Zambia, Tanzania,
UAR and Algeria who have been our mainstay through
many a difficulty.

It is not realistic for us to expect that every country in
Africa must do the same or give equally to the struggle
against the bastion of reaction in Southern Africa. The
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states of white supremacy are strong and are backed by
powerful international forces. But in the long run the
anti-imperialist and anti-racist forces in Africa will rally

to our support.

Sluuthern Africa

The situation in Southern Africa is o menace to African
security and an -imminent and serious threat to world
peace. This has sometimes been expressed but it has per-
haps never been so vital as now, to make the point again
and again and to examine its full implications and the
consequences which flow from it. The white minority and
fascist regimes in Southern Africa have maintained
through military force and police terrorism systems which
have been condemned the world over as a crime against
humanity. Nevertheless in flagrant vielation of werld con-
demnation, these racialist regimes have intensified their
ruthless oppression and exploitation of the people.

There are many reasons why these white regimes have
been able to sustain and maintain systems which are
ogainst the general trend of the African revolution and
world development.

One of them is that Smith, Vorster and Caetano have
systematically built and consclidated what is now known
to be the Unholy Alliance. It is an alliance based on com-
mon ideology — the maintenonce of colonialism, racism
and fascism. It has @ common economic objective — the
exploitation of the peoples of Southern Africa and their
resources. It also has a common political and military
objective — to stem the spread of the African revolution
and to subvert it where it has already been successful.
The South African forces are conducting military action
jointly with the Portuguese against MPLA in Angola. Lost
year it was established that South African helicopters
were operating against MPLA militants in their Eastern
front. For purposes of working out joint strategy the Portu-
guese Commander-in-Chief and the South African Com-
mandant-General meet at least once a meonth. Military
support and contingents of South African troops in Mo-
tambique have been the subject of frequent reports. The
question of South African troops in Zimbabwe is
notorious enough.

The Role of South Africa in the
Unholy Alliance

South Africa is the main pillar of this alliange, with its
tremendous economic resources, its military might which
is out of all proportion for its needs, it stands out as the
senior partner and gives technical, financial and military

loe Matthews, Secretary, Revolutionary
Council [ANC)

Moses Kotane, Treasurer General (ANC)

aid to the Smith regime, Caetano in Mozambigue, and
Angola. Smith openly declared to the Congress of his
party last year that but for the assurance of South African
support, he would not have declared UDI.

The South African regime has acquired all the aggressive
features of an imperialist state. It is only necessary to
mention the brazen annexation of South West Africa
against decisions of the United NMNations; the constant
threats of military attacks on Zambia and Tanzania; the
acts of subversion, sabotage und spying carried on in
African stotes; the export of mercenaries — these are oll
signs of her expansionist policy. Behind this, Unholy
Alliance is an even more dangerous alliance of the im-
perialists — the US, Britain, France, West Germany, Japan
etc. They have deliberately tried to build Southern Africa,
and South Africa in particular, into a fortress of racialism
and colonialism. The last outpost of imperialism in Africa
and a ready spring-board to endanger the sovereignty of
African states and threaten world peace. South Africa is
the treasure house of the imperialists, but more than that,
it is one of their most important strategic military bases
and ally in their global strategy directed against the fnrcus
of national liberation, democracy and peace.

The enormous military might of South Africa has been
built with the direct assistance of the imperialist powers.
They supplied the technical know-how, the materials and
the manpower to accelerate the growth of that monstrous
arsenal in South Africa. This was part of a well considered
strategy.

The Minister of Defence of the white minority regime in
South Africa has stated openly that the role of South
Africa in Africa is the same as. the role of the US in the
world and that was to fight what he called communism.
The commitment and involvement of South Africa in the
global strategy of the imperialists is no new phenomenon.
In the historic patriotic war of the Feoples Republic of
Korea, South Africa did not hesitate to send its military
personnel there to fight against the people of Korea.
Only recently in the Middle East war, so-called South
African volunteers were mobilised to render aid to Israel.
Financial support was also given. The South African go-
verment boasts that it is the most "stable” ally of the im-
perialist powers and offer them ready passage via the
Cape to prosecute their nefarious plots and war in South
East Asia.

South Africa - Zimbabwe - Britain

B tain is involved in one of the most despicable acts of
treachery against the African people of Zimbabwe. The
British Lobour government has permitted and encouraged
the white minority to seize and monopolise political power
Jaspite British assurances that there will be no inde-
pendence before African maojority rule (NIBMAR). Smith
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has now introduced a fascist constitution which is intended
to relegote the majority to the dust bin. Despite world-
wide popular demand and in spite of the fact that Wilson
himself declared UDI an act of rebellion by Smith and his
racialist henchmen, the British Government has con-
sistently refused to use force to restore order in Rhodesia.
Britain has deliberately resorted to all forms of ineffectual
methods, numerous and worthless talks, cunningly mani-
pulated sanctions which allow the Smith regime to get
its wants through the backdoor, South Africa.

Both the South African regime and Britain are vitally
interested in retoining Rhodesia as a buffer state forming
part of a reactionary iron belt barrier with South West
Africa in the West, Angola in the North-West and Mozam-
bigue on the East to protect the imperialist treasure
house, South Africa from any outside attack. When the
guerrilla activities started in Zimbobwe under the leader-
ship of the ZAPU/ANC Alliance, South Africa without
hesitation sent thousands of troops and a vast quantity of
military equipment to the rescue of Smith's weaker forces.
The basic purpose was to protect the buffer from collaps-
ing and to keep guerrilla onslaught as far as possible
from the borders of South Africa. Everything is being done
tc make sure that South Africa itself did not become a
theatre of war. The imperialists are aware of the hatred
of the people of South Africa towards imperialism and
guerrilla war there might spell the end sooner than
bargained for. If Rhodesia fell to the liberatory forces the
people of South Africa would have o friendly border on
their side and this would qualitatively change the situation
in favour of the Liberation movement in South Africa.

In pouring their forces into Rhodesia the Vorster regime -

was trying to solve one ptoblem but it has in foct created
numerous others. One of them was what is and will be
for a long time the bane of South African military stro-
tegists. This is the foct that by undertaking the defence

Dr. ¥.M. Dadoo, Vice-Chairman, Revolutionary Council

of Southern Africa the fascist regime is giving its military
force an impossible task; drawing them out of their base;
creating a long line of defence over a wide area. But on
the other hand to fail to do this will be to allow the libera-
tion forces in the neighbouring countries to acdhieve
victory. The heavy casualties inflicted by our forces came
as a shock and had an adverse effect both on the morale
of the so-called "superior” white forces and on the white
population in South Africa. This is part of the reason why
Vorster is urging a settlement between Britain and Rho-
desia at all costs. The burden of defending Rhodesia is
creating problems and difficulties for the South African

regime,
10
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For us the main strategic question is to see that the
guerrilla struggle spreads to South Africa itself. When
that happens the dispersal of the enemy will in strotegic
terms be complete. This is not to say that the enemy will
in fact be toctically dispersed. This depends on how wide-
spread and effective guerrilla war is throughout Southern
Africa. But clearly we need to disperse the forces of white
supremacy throughout the region both in territorial terms
and in numbers of engagements. For this we need to
lounch the struggle at home.

Intensification of the struggle in Zimbobwe is an impor-
tant part of our aim.

The ZAPU/ANC Alliance

The allionce of ZAPU/ANC has not sprung out of the blue.
It is founded on a belief in o united struggle; o belief
shared by all the people of Africa and expressed by de-
cades of close co-operation between both the leaders
and rank-and-file of the political movement in South
Africo and Zimbabwe. In fact when the ANC was formed
in 1912 it was founded as the national movement for Seuth
Africa, the then protectorates, and Rhodesia. All these
countries were under British domination.

It was only in 1924 that a separate ANC of Rhodesio was
formed. But co-ordination continued and loter in the
fifties was strengthened os the policies in Rhodesia and
South Africa became virtually identical. The same re-
pressive laws were passed in the parlioments of both
countries. When the ANC of Rhodesia was banned the
ANC of (South Africa) was also banned in Rhodesia. In
fact the ANC(SA) was banned in Rhodesio before it was
banned in South Africa itself. Many of the laws in Zim-
babwe are carbon copies of laws passed in South Africa.
The legal system is the same. It is vital to concentrate on
the main essence of the question relating to the ZAPU/
ANC alliance. A unique form of alliance has been formed
between two liberation movements for the purpose of
fighting imperialism, racism and oppression. The purpose
is to fight effectively in unity. The fact that our enemies
are acting in a united and co-ordinated fashion only lends
point to the ZAPU/ANC alliance. It is true that some legi-
timate questions can be asked as to the scole, the scope
of the alliance, and whether it could lead to a lack of
attention to that which is specific and different in the
situations of the two countries. We consider that these
questions have received proper attention by the leader-
ship of ZAPU and the ANC in the course of protracted
analysis. There can be absolutely no doubt that honest
revolutionaries will seek to build still greater unity and
effectiveness among the people of Zimbabwe and South
Africa. The alliance has come to stay.

Some Conclusions

The situation in Southern Africa demonstrates: -

a) The correctness of the ZAPU/ANC alliance, and the
need to do everything possible to consolidate this
alliance.

b} The urgent need (long overdue) of establishing a
properly organised alliance between ANC/ZAPU
FRELIMO/MPLA and SWAPOQ.

c) The concept of the Unholy Alliance which regards the
whole of South Africa as an indivisible theatre of war.
Basically this should be the outlook of the liberation
movement, but in addition to this general view every
effort should be made to kindle the fire of armed
struggle in as many areas as possible and in particular
in South Africa.

d) The struggle in South Africa is going to be protracted
and difficult and the movement should gear itself for
bitter hardships which lie ahead.

(For reasons of security the many decisions taken to im-

plement new plans for the intensification of the armed

struggle could not be published — Editer).



For over twoe hundred and fifty years the African people
fought wars of resistance against the European invaders
in denfence of their motherland — South Africa. Despite
their heroism, courage ond tenacity cur people were de-
feated on the battlefield by the superior arms and organi-
sation of the Europeans.

Although the conflicts and problems of South Africa have
largely centred on the relationships between the Africans
and Europeans, they are not the only peoples who form
the South Africoan population. The Coloured and Indian
pecple are, like the Africans, oppressed by the dominant
European minority.

The South Africo of today is the product of the common
labour of all its peoples. The cities, industries, mines and
agriculture of the country are the result of the efforts of
oll its peoples. But the wealth is utilised by and for the
interests of the white minority only.

The African National Congress was formed in 1912 to
unite the Africans as o nation and to forge an instrument
for their liberation. From the outset the African National
Congress asserted the right of the African people os the
indigenous owners of the country, entitled to determine

THE
FREEDOM
CHARTER

Revolutionary
Programme

of the ‘
African
National
Congress

its direction and destiny. Simultaneously our forefathers
recognised that the other groups in the country — the
Europeans, Indians and Coloureds were historically part
and parcel of South Africa.

Democratic Principles

The ANC rejected the claims of the European settlers to
domination, ond fought against all attempts to subjugate
them in the land of their birth. But in the face of the
gravest injustices the ANC never once abandoned the
principle that all those who had their home in the country
of the Africans, were welcome, provided only that they
accepted full and consistent equality and freedom for all.
In this the ANC was not merely bowing to history and
reality but believed that it was correct in principle to moke
this position clear. Over and over again in the face of
manifest inhumanity the ANC absolutely refused to be
provoked into abandoning its democratic principles.

The ruling white minority rejected the concepts of the
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ANC and to that extent the movement and the people
fought and will fight them,

Congress of the People

In the early fifties when the struggle for freedom was
reaching new intensity the need was seen for a clear
statement of the future South Africa as the ANC saw it.
Thus was born the Congress of the People campaign. In
this campaign the African National Congress and its allies
invited the whole of South Africa to record their demands
which would be incorporated in @ common document cal-
led the Freedom Charter. Literally millions of people par-
ticipated in the campaign and sent in their demands of
the kind of South Africa they wished to live in. These de-
mands found final expression in the Freedom Charter.
The Freedom Charter was adopted at the Congress of
the People representative of all the people of South Africa
which met at Kliptown, Johannesburg on June 25 and 26
1955. The three thousand delegates who gathered ot
Kliptown were workers, peasants, intellectuals, women,
youth and students of all races and colours. The Congress
was the climox of the campaign waged by the African
MNational Congress, the South African Indian Congress, the
Coloured People's Organisation, the South African Con-
gress of Trade Unions and the Congress of Democrots.
Subsequently all these organisations adopted the Free-
dom Charter in their national conferences as their official
programme. Thus the Freedom Charter became the com-
mon programme enshrining the hopes and aspirations of
all the progressive people of South Africa.

“High Treason”

From the moment the idea of the Congress of the People
and the Freedom Charter was mentioned the white
government of South Africa termed it “High Treason”.
After the Congress of the People was held and the Char-
ter adopted, fresh threats were uttered by the government.
Eventually 156 leaders of the liberation movement were
arrested on December 5, 1956 and charged with plotting
to overthrow the state and to replace it by a new one
along the lines laid down in the Charter. This long trial
which lasted four-and-a-half years resulted in the acquittal
of all the accused. By that time the Freedom Charter had
become one of the most famous doecuments in the history
of man’s struggle for freedom.

The Charter was not the siatement of this or that section
of the population. It was a declaration of all the people
of South Africa. It was a simple, honest, unpretentious
document reflecting the desires and ideas of millions of
common people. Therein lay the power of its revolutionary
message. And always it should be borne in mind that
both in its wording and intent the Charter projected the
view not of present-day South Africa but that of the
country as it should and will be after the victory of the
revolution,

Today the African Mational Congress and its allies are
engaged in an armed struggle for the overthrow of the
racist regime. In its place the ANC will establish a demo-
cratic state along the lines .indicated in the Freedom
Charter. Although the Charter was adopted 14 years ago
its words remain as fresh and relevant as ever. Some who
have forgotten its actual terms: or the kind of document
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it is, or, who detach this or that phrase from the document
taken as a whole, imagine that the conditions of armed
struggle somehow invalidate some provisions of the Char-
ter. What we believe is that the Charter may require ela-
boration of its revolutionary message. But what is even
more meaningful, it requires to be achieved and put into
practice. This cannot be done until state power has been
seized from the fascist South African government and
transferred to the revolutionary forces led by the ANC,

The Preamble of the Freedom
Charter

The first lines of the Charter declare that South Africa
belongs to all who live in it, Black and White, and that
no government can justly cloim authority unless it is
based on the will of the people.

The expression "South Africa belongs to all who live in
it. Black and White" embodies the historical principle
which has characterised the policy of the African National
Congress towards the peoples who haove settled in the
country in the past centuries. The African people as the
indigenous owners of the country have accepted that all
the people who have made South Africo and helped build
it up, are components of its multi-national population, are
and will be in a democratic South Africa, one people in-
habiting their common home, No government can justly
claim authority unless it is based on the will, not just of
the whites, but of all the people of the country. The Free-
dom Charter thus begins by an assertion of what is and
has been a cardinal democratic principle that all can
live in South Africa whatever their origin, in equality and
democracy. That the South Africa of the future will not
be a country divided unto itself and dominated by a par-
ticular racial group. It will be the country of all its inhabi-
tants. It is the white people who in the past as now have
rejected this principle leaving the people no alternative
but to convince them by the truth of revelutionary struggle.
The preamble ends. by calling-on the people, Black and
White, as equals, countrymen and brothers to pledge to
strive together sparing neither strength nor courage until
the democratic changes set out in the Freedom Charter
had been won.

The preamble couched in terms similar to many famous
documents reflecting man’s aspiration for freedom called
for a new state resting on the will of the people — a re-
pudiation of the existing state and a call for revolution.
Hereunder we examine, briefly, each section of our Char-
ter.

The People Shall Govern!

The Republican constitution of South Africa passed in
1961 is a monument to racialism and despotism. In terms
of this constitution supreme legislative authority is vested
in. the White fascist State President, the House of

Assembly and the Senate. Only @ White person can be

elected State President. The House of Assembly and the
Senate consist exclusively of White representatives elected
by an exclusively White electorate. Therefore the power
to make laws in our country is o monopoly of the White
minority.

The same applies to other organs of government such as
the four provincial councils of Natal, Cape, Orange Free
State and Transvaal which are headed by a White Ad-
ministrator assisted by an all White executive Council.
Organs of local government such as District Councils,
Municipal Councils, boroughs are manned entirely by
White people. Such organs of local government as there
are for non-Whites consist of the Transkei Legislative
Council and an executive; the Indian Council; the
Coloured Council: urban Bantu authorities, Territorial
Authorities and other such bodies. These are all undemo-



cratic institutions with little or no power and serving
merely as a sounding board for the White minority govern-
ent.

'IF;'IE administration in South Africa is similarly manned ot
all significant levels by White persons.

A successful armed revolution will put an end to this
state of affairs.

The Parliament of South Africa will be wholly transformed
into an Assembly of the People. Every man and woman
in our country shall have the right to vote for and stand
as a candidate for all offices and bodies which make lows.
The present administration will be smashed aond broken
up. In its place will be created an administration to which
all people irrespective of race, colour or sex can take part.
The bodies of minority rule shall be abolished and in their
place will be established democratic organs of self-
government in all the Provinces, districts and towns of the

country.

All National Groups Shall Have Equal
Rights!

In South Africa not enly does the system at present en-
force discrimination against individuals by reason of their
colour or race but in addition some national groups are
privileged, as such, over others. At the moment the
Afrikaner national group is lording it over the rest of the
population with the English group playing second-fiddle
“to them. For all the non-White groups — the Africans,
Indians and the Coloureds the situation is one of
humiliation and oppression. As far as languages are con-
cerned only Afrikaans and English have official status in
the bodies of state such as Parliament or Provincial Coun-
cils; in the courts, schools and in the administration. The
culture of the African, Indian and Coloured pecple is
barely tolerated. In fact everything is done to smash and
obliterate the genuine cultural heritage of our people. If
there is reference to culture by the oppressors it is for the
purpose of using it as an instrument to maintain our
people in backwardness and ignorance.

Day in and day out White politicans and publicists are
regaling the world with their theories of national, colour
and racial discrimination and contempt for our people.
Enshrined in the lows of South Africa are a host of insult-
ing provisions directed at the dignity and humanity of the
oppressed people.

A Democratic government of the people shall ensure that
all national groups have equal rights, as such, to achieve
their destiny in a united South Africa.

There shall be equal status in the bodies of state, in the
courts and in the schools for the African, Indian, Ceoloured
and Whites as far as their national rights are concerned.
All people shall have equal right to use their own langu-
ages, and to develop their own folk culture and customs;
all national groups shall ‘be protected by laws against
insults to their race or national pride; the preaching and
practice of national, racial or colour discrimination and
contempt shall be a punishable crime; and all laws and
practices based on Apartheid or rocial discrimination
shall be set aside.

The People Shall Share in the Coun-
try’s Wealth!

Today most of the wealth of South Africa is flowing into
the coffers of o few in the country and others in foreign
lands. In addition the White minority as a group have
over the years enjoyed a complete monopoly of economic
rights, privileges and opportunities.

An ANC government shall restore the wealth of our
country, the heritage of all South Africans to the people
as a whole. The mineral wealth beneath the soil, the

banks and monopoly industry shall be transferred to the
ownership of the people as a whole.

At the moment there are vast monopolies whose existence
affects the livelihood of large numbers of our people and
whose ownership is in the hands of Europeans only. It is
necessary for monopolies which vitally affect the social
well-being of our people such as the mines, the sugar
and wine industry to be transferred to public ownership
so that they can be used to uplift the life of all the people.
All other industry and trade which is not monopolistic
shall be allowed with controls to assist the well-being of
the people.

All restriction on the right of the people to trade, to manu-
facture and to enter all trades, crafts and professions
shall be ended.

The Land Shall be Shared Among
Those Who Work It!

The indigenous people of South Africa after a series of
resistance wars lasting hundreds of years were deprived
of their. land. Today in our country all the land is con-
trolled and used as a monopoly by the White minority. It
is often said that 87" of the land is “owned” by the
Whites and 13% by the Africans. In fact the land occu-
pied by Africans and referred to as "Reserves” is state
land from which they can be removed at any time but
which for the time being the fascist government allows
them to live on. The Africans have always maintained
their right to the country and the land as a traditional
birthright of which they have been robbed. The ANC
slogan “"Mayibuye i-Afrika” was and is precisely a demand
for the return of the land of Africa to its indigenous in-
habitants. At the same time the liberation movement re-
cognises that other oppressed people deprived of land
live in South Africa. The White people who now mono-
polise the land have made South Africa their heme and
are historically part of the South African population and
as such entitled to land. This made it perfectly correct to
demand that the lond be shared among those who work
it. But who work the land? Who are the tillers?

The bulk of the land in our country is in the hands of land
barons, absentee landlerds, big companies and state
capitalist enterprises. The land must be taken away from
exclusively European control and from these groupings
and divided among the small farmers, peasants and land-
less of all races whe de not expleit the labour of others.
Farmers will be prevented from helding land in excess of
a given area, fixed in occordance with the concrete
situation in each locality. Lands held in communal owner-
ship be increased so that they can afford a decent liveli-
hood to the people and their ownership shall be guaran-
teed. Land obtained from land barens and the monopolies
shall be distributed to the londless ond lond-poor
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peasants. State land shall be used for the benefit of all
the people.

Restrictions of land ownership on a racial basis shall be
ended and all land shall be open to ownership and use
to all people, irrespective of race.

The State shall help farmers with implements, seeds, trac-
tors and dams to save soil and assist the tillers. Freedom
of movement shall be guaranteed to all who work on the
land. Instruments of control such as the “Trek Pass”, pri-
vate gaols on farms, forced labour shall be abolished.
The policy of robbing people of their cattle in order to en-
force them to seek work in order to pay taxes shall be
stopped.

All Shall be Equal before the Law!

In terms of such laws as the notorious Suppression of
Communism Act; the Native Administration Act; the Ric-
tous Assemblies Act; the Terrorism and Sabotage Acts and
many other laws our people suffer imprisonment, depor-
tation and restriction without fair trials. These loaws shall
be abolished. No one shall suffer imprisonment, depor-
tation or restriction without fair trial.

In our country petty government officials are invested with
vast powers in their discretion to condemn people. These
powers shall be ended.

The courts of South Africa are manned by White officials,
magistrates, judges. As a result the courts serve as in-
struments of oppression. The democratic state shall create
courts representative of all the people.

South Africa has the highest proportion of prisoners of
any state in the world. This is because there are so many
petty infringements to which a penalty of imprisonment
is attached. In @ new South Africa, imprisonment shall
only be for serious crimes against the people, and shall
aim at re-education, not vengeance.

It has been o standing policy of White governments in
South Africa to prevent Africans and other non-Whites
from holding responsible positions in the police force.
The present police force and army are instruments of
coercion to protect White supremacy. Their whole aim is
punitive and terroristic against the majority of the popu-
lation.

It is the major aim of the armed revolution to defeat and
destroy the police force, army and other instruments of
coercion of the present state.

In a Democratic South Africa the army and police force
shall be open to people of all races. Already Umkhonto
We Sizwe — the nucleus of our future people’'s army is an
armed force working in the interests of people drawn from
the land for their liberation. It consists of people drawn
from all population groups in South Africa.

AH Shall Enjoy Equal Human Rights!

South Africa has numerous laws which limit or infringe
the human rights of the people. One need only mention
the notorious Suppression of Communism Act; Proclama-
tion 400 which imposes a state of emergency in the Trans-
kei; the Proclamation of 1953 which bans meetings of
more than ten Africans in scheduled areas; the Native
Laws Amendment Act which introduces racial discrimina-
tion in churches and places of worship; the Bantu Educo-
tion Act which makes education without a government
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permit an offence — surely an offence unique in the world
- to educate without a permit!

All the above Acts and regulations will be swept away by
a peoples’ government. The law shall guarantee to all,
their right to speak, to organise to meet together, to
publish, to preach, to worship and to educate their chil-
dren.

The Pass Laws of South Africa result in the arrest of an
average of 1,100 persons a day. These laws control and
prohibit movement of our people in the country. There
are also laws which restrict movement from one pro-
vince to another. As part of their chedking of the people
numerous police raids are organised during which homes
are broken into at any time of the day or night. Many
laws give the police powers to enter people's homes with-
out warrant and for no apparent reason except to terro-
rise them.

All this shall be abolished. The privacy of the home from
police raids shall be protected by law.

All shall be free to travel without restrictions from country-
side to town, from province to province and from South
Africa abroad.

Pass laws, permits and all other laws restricting these
freedoms shall be abolished.

There Shall be Work and Security!

As with everything else the rights of collective bargaining
of workers in South Africa have been twisted and warped
by racial ideas and practices. Africans do not have the
right to form registered trade unions and are prohibited
from going on strike. Other workers are forced to belong
to racially divided unions. The government has the power
to determine what jobs shall be reserved for what racial
groups. People of different races are paid differential
wage rates for the same work. Migratory labour is a chief
feature of the South African economy and leads to mas-
sive social upheaval and distress particularly among
Africans. In the Democratic State the ANC is determined
to achieve, all who werk shall be free to form trade unions,
to elect their officers and to maoke woge ogreements with
their employers.

The State shall recognise the right and duty of all to work
and to draw full unemployment benefits. Men and women
of all races shall receive equal pay for equal work. There
shall be o forty-hour working week, a national minimum
wage, paid annual leave, and sick leave for all workers
and maternity leave on full pay for all working mothers.
Miners, domestic workers, farm workers, and civil servants
shall have the same rights as all others who work to form
trade unions, and join political organisations.

The use of child labour, the housing of male workers in
single men's compounds, the system whereby workers on
wine farms are paid tots of wine as part payment on their
wages, contract labour - all these pernicious practices
shall be abolished by a victorious revolutionary govern-
mant.

The Doors of Learning and Culture
Shall be Opened!

One of the biggest crimes of the system of White supre-
macy is the domage it has done to the development of
the people of South Africa in the fields of learning and
culture. On the one hand the minds of White people have
been poisoned with all manner of unscientific and rocia-
list twaddle in their separate schools, colleges and uni-
versities. There has been mode available to them all the
worst forms of so-called Western culture. The best
creations of art, writing, the theatre and cinema which
extol the unity of the human family and the need for
liberty are only made available in dribs and drabs, whilst
the general position is one of o cultural desert.



As far as the non-White people are concerned the picture
is one of deprivation all along the line. One has to think
hard to discover whether or not there is even one single
theatre, drama school, bollet school, college of music te
which non-Whites are admitted in South Africa. In Cope
Town there is some ridiculously slight opening for
Coloured people. Otherwise eighty percent of the people
of South Africa are by and large confined to paotronising
the few cinemas whose fare is the most inferior type of
American cinema art.

A vigilant censorship system exists to ensure that these
racially separate cinemas de not show non-Whites any-
thing that is considered to be bad for them by the autho-
rities.

It is not only that non-Whites are virtually debarred from
the cultural productions of mankind, but in addition every-
thing has been done to prevent them developing their
own national cultures. Publishing is strictly controlled.
Apart from the most banal forms of music, the people
are not encouraged or allowed to produce such music os
enhances their spirit. Such music as contoins protest
against conditions of life are searched for and prohibited.
The languages of the people are not permitted to be
developed by them in their own way. Ignorant and offi-
cious White professors sit in educotion committees os
arbiters of African languoges and books without consul-
tation with the people concerned. The grotesque spectacle
is seen of the White government of South Africa posing as
a "protector” of so-called Bontu culture ond traditions of
which they know nothing. The arrogance of the fascists
knows no bounds! They apparently love Africon culture
more than the Africans themselves! The truth is that they
wish to preserve these aspects of the African tradition
which contain divisive tendencies likely to prevent the
consolidation of the African people as a nation.

The forces represented in the present stote ofter com-
bating education of non-Whites for over one hundred
years suddenly decided to toke over all education as a
stote responsibility. The result was the introduction of o
racially motivated ideological education: o lowering of
standards; the emergence of tribal colleges; and the in-
tensification of rocial separation in university education.
Science and technelogy are hardly taught to non-Whites.
The training of docters and other medical personnel is
derisory.

The Democratic State shall discover, develop and en-
courage national tolent for the enhancement of our cul-
tural life: all cultural treasures of mankind shall be open
to all, by free exchange of books, ideas and contact with
other londs. The aim of education shall be to teach the
youth to love their people and their culture, to honour
human brother-hood, liberty and peace.

Education shall be free, compulsery, universal and equal
for all children.

High education and technical training shall be opened
to all by means of state allowances and scholorships
owarded on the basis of merit.

Adult illiteracy shall be ended by o mass state education
plan.

Teachers shall have the rights of other citizens to organise
themselves and participate in political life. The colour
bar in cultural life, in sport and education shall be
abelished,

There Shall be Houses, Security and
Comfort! |

Migratory labour and its concomitant of separation of
families, social problems and distress, is one of the trage-
dies of South Africa. Residential segregation is the order
of the day throughout South Africa. Massive shortage and
bad housing for non-Whites and huge homes and flats
most of which are either empty or not fully used for the
White minority, The infant mortality rate in our country is
among the highest in the world, and the life expectancy

of Africans among the lowest. Medical services are
haphazard and costly.

The Democratic state established after the victory of the
revolution shall ensure the right of the people to live
where they choose, to be decently housed, and to bring
up their fomilies in comfort and security. The vast unusad
housing space in such areas as the flatlands of hiillbrow
and Johannesburg shall be made availoble to the peogle.
Rent and prices shall be lowered, and adequate amounts
of food shall be made available to the people. A preven-
tive health scheme shall be run by the state. Free medical
care and hospitalisation shall be provided for all, with
medical core for mothers and young children. Slums,
which haove to some extent been demolished in the nine
major centres of the country shall be eliminated in the
middle of towns and rurol areas where the majority of the
people live.

Mew suburbs shall be built where proper facilities shall
be provided of transport, ligthing. playing fields. creches
and social centres.

The aged, the orphans, the disabled and the sick shall
be cared for by the State.

Every person shall have the right to leisure, rest and re-
creation.

Fenced locations, and racial ghettoes shall be abolished
and laws which result in the breok-up of families shall be
repealed.

There Shall be Peace
and Friendship!

On the wake of the victorious revolution a Democratic
People's Republic shall be proclaimed in South Africa.
This shall be a fully independent state which respects the
rights ond sovereignty of nations.

South Africa shall strive to maintain world peace and
the settlement of international disputes by negotiation -
not war.

Peace and friendship amongst all people shall be secured
by upholding the equal rights, opportunities and status of
all.

The Democratic state shall maintain close neighbourly
relations with the states of Lesotho, Botswana and Swaazi-
land in place of the present veiled threats and economic
pressure applied against our brothers and sisters in these
states by White supremacy.

Democratic South Africa shall take its place as a member
of the OAU aond work to strengthen Pan-African unity in
all fields. Our country will actively support national libera-
tion movements of the peoples of the world against im-
perialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism.

Diplomatic relations will be established with all countries
regardless of their social and political systems on the
principles of mutual respect for each other's indepen-
dence, sovereignty and territorial integrity.

The economic and cultural interests of those countries
which sympathise with and support the struggle of South
Africa for freedom shall be respected.

The revolutionary struggle is in its infancy. It will be a
long hard road. To accomplish the glorious task of the
revolution maximum unity among all national groups and

| revolutionary forces must be created and maintained. All
. South Africon patriots whatever thejr race must take

their place in the revolution under the bonner of the
African Mational Congress. Forward to revolution and
the victory of the people’s programme of liberation!
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STRATEGY

AND
TACTICS
OF THE

AFRICAN

NATIONAL

CONGRESS

The struggle of the opporessed pecple of South Africo is toking
place within an international context of transition toe the Secia-
list system, of the breakdown of the colonial system as a result
of naotional liberation ond socialist revolutions, ond the fight
for social and economic progress by the people of the whole
waorld

We in South Africo are part of the zone in which national libera-
tion is the chief content of the struggle. On our continent swee-
ping advances have been registered which have resulted in the
emergence to indepedent statehood of fortyone states, Thus the
first formal step of indepedence has been largely won in Africa
and this foct exercises a big influence on the developments in
our country,

The countries of Southern Africa hove not as yet broken the
chains of colonialism and racism which hold them in oppres-
sion, In Mozambique, Angola, South West Africa, Zimbabwe and
South Africo White rocialist and fascist regimes maintain systems
which go against the current trend of the African revolution and
world development.

This hos been made possible by the tremendous economic and
military power at the disposal of these regimes built with the
help of imperialism.

The main pillar of the unholy allionce of Portugol, Rhodesio
and South Africa is the Republic of South Africa. The strategy
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and toctics of our revolution require for their formulotion and
understonding a full appreciation of the interlocking and inter-
weaving of International, African and Southern African devel-
opments which play on our situation,

Rule by Force

South Africa was congquered by force and is today ruled by
force. At moments when White autocracy feels itself threatened,
it does not hesitote to use the gun. When the gun is not in use,
legal and administative terror, feor, sociol ond economic pressu-
res, complacency and confusion generated by propaganda and
“educaotion”, are the devices brought inte plaoy in on ottempt to
horness the people's opposition. Behind these devices hovers
force. Whether in reserve or in octual employment, force is ever
present and this has been so since the White man come to
Africa.

Unending Resistance to White
Domination

From the time alien rule was imposed there has been - histori-




cally speaking — unbroken resistance to this domination. It has
token different forms at different times but it has never been
obondoned. For the first 250 years there were regulor armed
clashes, bottles and wars. The superior material resources of
the enemy, the divided and often fragmented nature of the
resistance, the unchallenged ascendancy of imperialism as a
world system up to the beginning of the 20th century, the
historically understandable absence of political cohesion and
leadership in the people’s comp; these and other factors com-
bined to end the first phose of resistance against alien domi-
nation, But the protracted character of this resistance unequalled
anywhere else in Africo is underlined by the fact that the armed
subjugation of the indigenous pecple was only really accompli-
shed by the beginning of this century. The defeat of the Bambata
Rebellion in 1906 marked the end of this first phase and set the
stoge for the handing over of the administration of the country
to local whites in 1910, The 50 years which followed was not o
period of resignation or of acceptance. It was o peried of devel-
opment and of regrouping under new conditions; a period in
which newly created political formations of the people continued
to struggle with the enemy and grew into maturity; @ peried in
which, above all, national consciousness began to assert itself
against tribal sectionalism, This period witnassed the emergence
and development of the primary organisaion of the liberation
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movement — The Afrdcan National Congress. It also saw the
evolvement of national organisations reflecting the aspirations
of other oppressed non-White groups — the Coloureds and the
Indians — and the creation of economic and pelitical erganisa-
tions — the South African Communist Party, Trade Unions which
reflected the spacial aims and ospirations of the newly developed
and doubly exploited working class. This was a period of organi-
sational growth. It was punctuated by struggles invelving tech-
niques ranging from orthodox mass campaigning to general stri-
kes, to maoss acts of defiance. It culminated in the decision taken
in 1961 to prepare for armed confrontation. December 1961 saw
the opening stages .of this caompaign in the simultaneous acts
of sabotage which occurred in most of the main urban centres
on the 16th,

The Move to Armed Struggle

Why was the decision for armed struggle taken in 1961. Why
not 1951 or 1941 or 19312 Is it that the character of the state
hod so aoltered fundamentally that enly in 1961 did armed
struggle become the only alternative? Not at all. There has never
been @ moment in the history of South Africa since 1652 in
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which the White ruling class would have given privileges without
a physical bottle. Why then did orgaonisttions like the the
African Notional Congress not call for armed struggle? Was it
perhaps that they were not rezally revolutionary or that it was
only in the early 60°s that they begon to appreciote the correct
strategy? Is there perhaps substance in the accusations by some
of our detractors that until the early sixties the liberaotion move-
ment was lacking in military fervour and the desire for rodical
change? In other words was its policy not a revolutionary one?
What is our measuring rod for revolutionary policy? A lock at
this concept will help towards a more profound understanding
not only of the past but of the future, It is therefore not out of
place to devote a word to it.

In essence, a revolutionary policy is one which holds out the
quickest and most fundomental transformation and transfer of
power from one class to another. In real life such radical chon-
ges are brought about not by imaginary forces but by those
whose outlook and readiness to oct is very much influenced by
historically determined loctors.

To ignore the real situation and to play about with imaginary
forces, concepts and ideals is to invite failure. The art of
revolutionary leadership consists in providing leadership to the
masses and not just to its most odvanced elements; it consists
of setting a pace which accords with objective conditions and the
veal possibilities at hand. The revolutionary-sounding phrase
does not always reflect revolutionary policy, and revolutionary-
sounding policy is not always the spring-board fer Yevolutio-
nary advance. Indeed, what appears to be “militont” and “re-
volutionary” can often be counter-revolutionary. It is surely o
ouestion of whether, in the given concrete situation, the course
or policy odvocated will aid or impede the prospects of the
conquest of power. In this — the only test, the advocacy of armed
struggle can, in some situations, be as counter-revolutionary as
the odvocacy of its opposite in other situations. Untimely, ill-
planned or premoture manifestations of viclence impede and do
not advance the prospect for revolutionary change and are
clearly counter-revolutionary. It is obvious therelore that policy
and organisational structures must grow out of the real situation
if they are not to become meaningless cliches.

Conditions for Armed Struggle

Future historions may well be able to pouse at some moments
during the evolution of our struggle and examine criticolly both
its pace and emphasis. But, in general, without the so-colled
reformist activities of the previous halicentury, the prospect of
odvancing into the anew phase would have been extremely
small. This is so becouse even in the typical coloniol-type
situation armed struggle becomes feasible only if:

— there is disillusionment with the prospect of achieving libe-
ration by traditional peaceful processes because the objective
conditions blatantly bar the way to change:

— There is readiness to respond to the strategy of armed
struggle with all the enormous sacrifices which this involves;

— There is in existence a political leadership capable of gaining
the organised allegionce of the people for armed struggle
and which has both the experience and the ability to carry out
the painstaking process of planing, preparation and overall
conduct of the operations; and,

— That there exist favourable objective conditions in the inter-
national and local plans.

In one sense conditions are connected and interdependent.

They are not created by subjective and ideclogical activity only

ond many are the mistokes committed by heroic revolutionaries

who give @ monopoly to the subjective foctor and who confuse
their own reodiness with the reodiness of others.
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These conditions are brought about not only by developing
political, economic and social conditions but also by the long
hard grind of revolutionary work. They depend on such factors as
the reponse of the enemy, the extenis toe which he unmasks
himself and the experience gained by the people themselves not
in academic seminars but in actual political struggle.

We reject the approach which sees as the catalyst for revelutio-
nary transformation only the short-cut of isclated confrontations
and the creation of armed resistance centres. Does this mean
that before an actual beginning can be made to the armed
challenge we have to wait for the evolvement of some sort of
deep crisis in the enemy camp which is serious enough to hold
out the possibility of an immediote oll-round insurrection?
Certainly not! We believe that given certain basic factors, both
international and local, the actual beginning of armed struggle
or guerrillo warfare can be made and having begun con steadily
develop conditions for the future all-out war which will eventually
lead to the congquest of power. Under the modern highly sophisti-
cated police state (which South Africa is) it is questionable
whether a movement can succeed in a progromme of mass
political organisation beyond a certain point without starting a
new type of action. Also, it is not eosy to determine the point ot
which sufficient concrete political and organisational prepara-
tions hove been carried out to give our armed detachments the
maximum chances of survival and growth within any given area.
There is no instrument for measuring this. But we must not
overde the importance of the subjective foctor and before
embarking upon o path which is in one sense tragic, although
historically inevitable and necessary, certoin of the basic mini-
mum conditions alreody mentioned must be present and certain
minimum preparations must have been maode.

Tempered in Struggle

In the light of those considerations, it is clear that it was only
ofter the victory of the anti-imperialist forces in the Second
World War and the tide of independence in Africa, Asia, and
Latin America, combined with the zig-zogs of struggle inside
South Africa in the last fifty years which by the beginning of the
sixties demonded o move in the direction of armed struggle.
The fifties were among the most stiring and struggle-filled de-
cades in the history of the liberation movement. Thousands upen
thousands of militant codres were tempered during this period
and mosses of our people both in town and countryside partici-
pated in o variety of forms of struggle. The moulding of mass
political censciousness reached o new intensity. The response
of the outhorities was such that the overwhelming majority of the
people learnt, through their own participation in the struggle
and confrontation with the state, that in the long run the privi-
leges of the minority will only be wrenched from it by o reversion
to armed combat. Indeed, during this “peaceful” stage in our
struggle hardly o year possed without massocres of our people
by the army and police.

Each phase in the unfolding of the struggle of the fifties played
o port in setting the stoge of our new approach. A rebirth of the
spirit of deliberate defionce of the White man's low was stimu-
lated by the great Defionce Compaign of 1952. The response of
the stote towards the Congress of the People Campaign and the
aodoption of the Freedom Chorter demonstrated its intention to
crush what had previcusly been accepted as legitimate expres-
sions for equality. The numbers of highly successful national
general strikes motivated in the main by political and not eco-
nomic demands proved the growing maturity of the urban non-
White working class. The mognificent resistance by the peasants
in Pondoland, Sekhukhuniland-and Matal in the late fifties
pointed also to the new spirit of militancy and struggle in the
countryside.

The general strike as a method of pelitical mobilisation was
suppressed with the utmost vigour and by the end of the fifties
could no longer be effectively employed as on instrument of mass
struggle. Other protests were increasingly broken by police
brutality and the use of orthodox mass demonstralion as an
effective weaopon wos demonstrably no longer feosible. Legal
opposition was rendered ineffective by bannings, exiles and the
imprisonment of octivists and leaders to long terms for the most
trivial infrigements. Finally by such laws os the Terrorism and



Sabotage Acts all opposition by legal or peaceful means was
rendered impossible.

Heightened Political Ferment

In the field of representation, any reformist illusion that may still
hove existed of a slow advance towards democracy was shattered
by the removal of the historic remains of non-White representa-
tion including even undemocratic and powerless bodies such as
the Mative Representative Council. Thus the enemy unmasked
himself completely not only to o group of advanced thinkers
but to the mass of the people as a whole. The liberation surge
towards independence of the African continent which marked
the late fifties and early sixties hod an importont bearing on
our own situation. Mot only were friendly borders creeping closer
but in @ very real 'I'I;I"I:I'f these events stimulaoted and excited
pecple in the unliberoted territories in the direction of self-rule.
The basic drive for this in our country hod never been suppres-
sed. But the events in South Africa in the previous decade and
what was happening on the continent confirmed that conguest
of power by the people wos a realisable goal in our lifetime.
The enormous material power of the enemy aond by contrast the
material weakness of the people was to them no more than o
temporary impediment. Memory was fresh of Cuba ond - on
our own continent — Algeria, both of which had proved that in
the long run material resources alone are not a determining
factor.

The heightened political ferment both here and on our continent
reflected itself in the growth and further maturing of all sections
of the liberation front. These leaders who were unable to adjust
to the new revolutionary mood (even before the policy of the
preparations for organised armed resistance) fell by the wayside.
The cohesion ond unity of action between the various national
and- social groupings comprising the liberation front reached
new heights. All this constituted not only moral justification for a
move towards armed struggle, but, what is more important, con-
ditions had been created — they were not always there — making
a departure in this direction correct, necessary and, in the true
sense, revolutionary.

Our Approach to Revolutionary
Armed Struggle!

1n a way, the decision taken in 1961 was, historically speaking,
in the tradition of the earlier armed resistance to the entrench-
ment of the foreigner. But it is now occurring in a new situation.
MNot only had this situation to be understood but the art and
science — both political and military —= of armed liberation
struggles in the modern epoch had to be grasped and applied.
The head-on mobile warfare of the traditional African armies
of the past could not meet the challenge. The riot, the street
fight, the outbursts of unorganised violence, individual terrorism;
these were symptoms of the militant spirit but not pointers to
revolutionary technique. The winning of our freedom by armed
struggle — the only method left open to us — demands more than
passion. It demands an understanding and an implementation of
revolutionary theory and techniques in the actual conditions
facing us. It demands a sober assessment of the obstocles in
our way and an appreciation that such a struggle is bitter and
protracted. It demands too the dominance in our thinking of
achievement over drama. We believe our movement acted in
occordance with these guidelines when it embarked upon the
detailed preparation for the launching of guerrilla struggle.

We understood that the main physical environment of such a
struggle in the initial period is outside the enemy strongholds
in the cities, in the vast stretches of our countryside. The opening
steps in 1961 - erganised sobotage mainly in the urban areas —
served o special purpose and was never advanced as o tech-
nique which would, on its own, either lead to the destruction of
the stote or even do it great materiol domoge (olthough guerrillo
activity in the urban areas of a special type is olways important
as an ouxiliary). At the same time there wos o threefold need to
be met in order to lay the foundations for more deulnp!d and
meaningful armed activity of the guerrillo type.

The first was the need to creote a military apparatus and, more
particularly to recruit large numbers of professional cadres who
were to be trained ond who would form the core of future
guerrilla bands.

The second was the need to demonstrate effectively to all that
we were making o sharp and open break with the processes of
the previous period which had correctly given emphasis to mili-
tant struggle short of armed confrontation.

The third was the need to present an effective method for the
overthrow of White supremocy through planned rather than
spontaneous aoctivity. The sobotoge campaign was an earnest
indication of our seriousness in the pursuit of this new strategy.
All three needs were served by this convincing evidence that our
liberation movement had correctly adjusted itself to the new
situation and was creating on apporotus octually copable of
clondestinely hitting the enemy and making preparation for a
more advanced phase. The situation was such that without
activity of this nature our whole political leadership may have
been at stake both inside and outside the country and the steps
which were simultaneously taken for the recruitment and prepa-
ration of military codres would have met with less response.

The Relationship between the
Political and Military

When we tolk of revolutionary armed struggle, we are talking of
political struggle by meons which include the use of military
force even though once force as a toctic is introduced it has
the most for-reaching consequences on every aspect of our
octivities. It is important to emphaosise this because our move-
ment must reject all manifestations of militarism which separates
armed people's struggle from its political context.

Reference hos olready been made to the danger of the thesis
which regords the creation of military areas as the generator of
mass resistonce. But even more is involved in this concept. One
of the vital problems connected with this bears on the important
question of the relationship between the political and military.
From the very beginning our Movement has brooked no
ambiguity concerning this. The primacy of the political leader-
ship is unchallenged and supreme and all revolutionary forma-
tions and levels (whether armed or not) are subordinate to this
leadership. To say this is not just to invoke tradition. This
approach is rooted in the very nature of this type of revolutionary
struggle and is borne out by the experience of the overwhelming
majority of revolutionary movements which haove engoged in such
struggles. Except in very rore instonces, the people’'s armed
challenge against o foe with formidoble material strength does
not achieve dramatic and swift success. The path is filled with
obstacles and we harbour no illusions on this score in the case
of South Africa. In the long run it can only succeed if it attracts
the active support of the mass of the people. Without this life-
blood it is doomed. Even in our country with the historical black-
ground and traditions of armed resistance still, within the memory
of many people ond the special developments of the immediate
past, the involvement of the masses is unlikely to be the result of
o sudden notural and automatic consequence of military clashes.
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It has to be won in all-round political mobilisation which must
accompany the military activities, This includes educational and
agitational work throughout the country to cope with the
sophisticated torrent of misleading propogando and “informo-
tion" of the enemy which will, become more intense as the
struggle sharpens. When armed clashes begin they seldom in-
volve more than o comparative handful of combatants whose
very conditions of fighting-existence make them incapable of
exercising the functions of all-round political leadership. The
masses of the peasants, workers and youth, beleagured for a
leng time by the enemy's military occupation, have to be aocti-
vated in @ multitude of ways not only te ensure a growing
stream of recruits for the fighting units but to harrass the enemy
politically seo that his forces are dispersed and therefore
weakened. This calls for the exercise of all-round political
leadership.

All-round political leadership

Guerrilla warfare, the special, and in our case the only form in
which the armed liberation struggle can be launched, is neither
static nor does it toake place in a vacuum. The tempo, the overall
strategy to be employed, the opening of new fronts, the progres-
sion from lower to highter forms and thence to mobile warfare;
these and other vital questions cannot be solved by the military
leadership alone, they require overall political judgments inti-
mately involved with the people both inside and outside the
actual areas of armed combat. f more awareness of oppression
combined with heroic examples by armed bands were enough,
the struggle would indeed be simple. There would be no colla-
borators aond it would be hard to find neutrals. But to believe this
is to believe thot the course of struggle is determined solely by
what we do in the fighting units and further invelves the falla-
cious assumption that the masses are rock-like and incorruptible.
The enemy is os aware as we are that the side that wins the
allegiance of the people, wins the struggle. It is naive to believe
that oppressed and beleagured people cannot temporarily, even
in large numbers, be won over by fear, terror, lies, indoctrina-
tion, and provocation to treat Iibémtqri. as enemies. In foct
history proves that without the most intensive all-round political
octivity this is the more likely result. It is therefore all the more
vital that the revolutionary leadership is nation-wide and has its
roots both inside and outside the actual areas of combat. Above
all, when victory comes, it must not be a hollow one. To ensure
this we must also ensure that what is brought to power is not an
army but the masses as a whole at the head of which stands its
organised political leadership. This is the perspective which is
rooted ot all levels of our liberation movements whether within
or outside the army. Our confidence in final victory rests not on
the wish or the dream but on our understonding of our own con-
ditions and the historical processes. This understanding must be
deepened ond must spread to every level of our Movement. We
must have a clear grasp not only of ‘ourselves and of our own
forces but also of the enemy — of his power and vulnerability.
Guerrillo struggle is certainly no exception to the rule that depth
of understonding, and knowledge of realities, both favourable
and unfavourable, make for more lasting commitment and more
illuminating leodership. How then do we view the enemy we
face — his strength and his weokness? What sort of structure do
we foce and how dogged will the enemy resistance be®
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The Enemy - his strength and
weakness

On the face of it the enemy is in stable command of a rich and
varied economy which, even ot this stoge when it is not required
to extend itself, can offord an enormous military budget. He has
a relatively well-trained and effecient army and police force. He
can draw on fairly large manpower resources. In addition the
major imperialist powers such as Britain, W. Germany, France,
the United States and Japan who have an enormous stake in
the economy of our country constitute a formidable support for
the Apartheid regime. Already now before the crisis deepens
the imperialist partners of South Africo have done much to
develop the economy and armament programme of South Africa.
In o situation of crisis they may pass over from support to active
intervention to save the racist regime.
If there is one lessen that the history of guerrilla struggle has
tought it is that the material strength and resources of the enemy
is by no means o decisive foctor. Guerrilla warfare almost by
definition presents a situation in which there is a vast inbalance of
material and military resource between the opposing sides. It is
designed to, cope with the situation in which the enemy is in-
finitely superier in relation to every conventional factor of war-
fare. It is par excellence the weapon of the materially weak
against the materially strong. Given its popular character and
given a population which increasingly sides with and shields the
guerrilla whilst at the same time opposing and expesing the
enemy, the survival and growth of o people's army is assured by
the skilful exercise of toctics. Surprise, mobility and tactical
retreat should make it difficult for the enemy to bring into play
its superior fire-power in any decisive battles. No individual
battle is fought in circumstances favourable to the enemy.
Superior forces can thus be harrassed, weakened and, in the
end, destroyed. The absence of an orthodox front, of figthing
lines; the need of the enemy to attenuate his resources and lines
of communication over vast areas; the need to protect the widely
scattered installations on which his economy is dependent; these
are among the factors which serve in the long fun to compensate
in favour of the guerrilla for the disparity in the starting strength
of the adversaries. The words 'in the long run' must be stressed
because it would be idle to dispute the considerable military
odvantages to the enemy of his high level industrialisation, his
ready-to-hand reserves of white manpower and his excellent
roads, railways and air transport which focilitate swift manoceuvres
and speedy concentration of personnel. But we must not over-
look the foct that over a period of time many of these unfavour-
oble foctors will begin to operate in favour of the liberation
forces:

— The ready-to-hand resources including foed production de-
pend overwhelmingly on non-White labour which, with the
growing intensity of the struggle, will not remain deocile and
co-operative,

— The White manpower resources may seem adequate initially
but must become dangerously stretched as guerrilla war-
fare develops. Already extremely short of skilled labour = the
monopoly of the Whites — the mobilisation of a large force
for @ protracted struggle will place a further burden on the
workings of the economy.

- In contrast to many other major guerrillo struggles, the
enemy's economic and manpower resources are all situated
within the theatre of wor ond there is no secure external
pool (other than direct intervention by o foreign state) sofe
from sabotoge, mass oction and guerrilla action on which the
enemy can draw. :

— The very sophistication of the economy with its well-developed
system of communications makes it @ much more vulnerable
target. In an undeveloped country the interruption of supplies
to any given region may be no more than o locaol setbock.
In a highly sensitive meodern structure of the South African
type, the successful harrassment of transport to any major
industrial complex inevitably inflicts immense doamage to the
economy as a whole and to the morale of the enemy.

One of the more popular misconceptions concerning guerrilla

warfare is thot o physical environment which conforms to o

special pattern is indispensible — thick jungle, inaccessible moun-

tain areas, swomps, o friendly border ond so on. The avail-



ability of this sort of terrain is, of course, of tremendous advant-
oge to the guerrillas especially in the early non-operational
phase training and other preparotory steps are undertoken and
no external boses are available for this purpose. When opera-
tions commence, the guerrilla cannot survive, let alone flourish,
unless he moves to areas where people live and work and where
the enemy can be engaged in combat. If he is fortunate enough
to have behind him o friendly border or areas of difficult occess
which can provide temporary refuge it is, of course, advant-
ogeous. But guerrilla warfare con be, and has been, waged in
every conceivable type of terrain, in deserts, swamps, in farm
fields, in built-up areas, in plains, in the bush and in countries
without friendly borders or islands surrounded by the sea. This
whole question is one of adjusting survival tactics to the sort of
terrain in which operations have to be carried out.

In any case, in the vast expanse that is South Africa, a people's
force will find a multitude of variations in topography, deserts,
mountains, forests, veld and swomps. There might not appear
to be a single impregnable mountain or impenetrable jungle
but the country abounds in terrain which in general is certainly
no less favourable for guerrilla operations than some of the
terrain in which other guerrilla movements operaoted success-
fully. Also the issue must be looked at in the context of guerrillas,
who are ormed and operote in the terrain. The combination
mokes on area impregnable for the guerrilla. South Africa's
tremendous size will make it extremely difficult, if not impossible,
for the White regime to keep the whole of it under armed
surveillance in strength and in depth. Hence, an early develop-
ment of a relatively safe (though shifting) rear is not beyond the
realm of practicality.

The White Group

The above are only some of the important factors which have not
always been studied and understood. It is necessary to stress
these foctors not only because they give balance to our efforts
but because — properly assessed — they help destroy the myth
of the enemy’s invincibility.

But above all a scientific revolutionary strategy demands a
correct appreciation of the political character of the forces which
are ranged against one another in the South African struggle
for liberation. Is the enemy a monclith and will he remain se
until his final defeat? What is the main content of the struggle
for liberation and, flowing from this, which is the main revelu-
tionary force and who are its potential allies and supporters?
These are questions of capital importance. They play a vital part
in determining the tactics of the revolutionary struggle, the broad
alliances for which we must strive, the organisational structures
we create and many other fundamental approaches. They must
be considered within the framework of the special feature of the
objective situation which foces us. South Africa's social and
economic structure and the relationships which it generates are
perhops unique. It is not a colony. yet it has, in regard to the
overwhelming majority of its people, most of the features of the
classical colonial structures. Conquest and domination by an
alien people, o system of discrimination and exploitation based
on race, technique of indirect rule; these and more are the tra-
ditional trappings of the classical colonial framework. Whilst at
the one level it is an “independent” naticnal state, at another
level it is o country subjugated by a minority race. What makes
the structure unique and adds to its complexity is that the ex-
ploiting nation is not, os in the classical imperialist relationships,
situated in @ geogrophically distinct mother country, but is sett-
led within the borders. What is more, the roots of the dominant
nation have been embedded in our country by more than three

centuries of presence. It is thus an alien body only in the histori-
cal sense.

The material well-being of the White group and its political,
social and economic privileges are, we know, rooted in its racial
domination of the indigenous majority. It has resisted and will
resist doggedly and passionately any attempt to shift it from this
Position. Its theorists and leaders ceaselessly play upon the
theme of “We have nowhere else to go". They dishonestly ignore
and even twist the fact that the uncertainty about the future of
the oppressor in our land is an uncertainty born not of our

racialism but of his. The spectre is falsely roised of a threat to
the White men's language and culture to “justify’" a policy of
cultural discrimination and domination. By economic bribes and
legal artifices which preserve for him the top layers of skills and
wage income, the White worker is successfully mobilised as one
of raciglism's most relioble contingents. In every walk of life
White outocracy creates privilege by operation of the law and,
where necessary, the gun and with a primitive and twisted
"proof" of its own superiority.

Mevertheless, the defence of all-round economic, social and cul-
tural privileges combined with centuries of indoctrination and
deeply felt theoretical rationalisation which centre on survival,
will make the enemy we foce a ferocious and formidable foe.
5o long as the threat from the liberation movement was not
powerful enough te endanger the very existence of White
baaskap there was room for division — sometimes quite sharp in
the White political camp.

lts motivation amongst the ruling class was competition for the
lion's share of the spoils from the exploitation of the non-White
people. It always centred arcund the problem of the most
effective way of "keeping the native in his place”. In such an
atmosphere there were even moments when White workers
odopted militant class postures against the small group which
owns South Africa's wealth. But the changed world mood and
internal situation inhabited these confrontations. The loager-
minded White group as a wheole moves more and more in the
direction of a common defence of what is considered a common
fate.

These monslithic tendencies are reinforced by a Hitlerlike feeling
of confidence that the fortress is impregnable and unassailable
for all time. This process of all White solidarity will only be
arrested by the achievements of the liberation movement. For
the moment the reality is thot apart from a small group of re-
volutionary Whites whe have an honoured place as comrades in
the struggle, we face what is by and large o united and confi-
dent enemy which acts in alliance with, and is strengthened by
world imperialism. All significant sections of the White political
movement are in brood agreement on the question of defeating
our liberation struggle.

This confrontation on the lines of colour = at least in the early
stages of the conflict — is not of our choosing; it is of the
enemy's making. It will not be easy to eleminate some of its
more tragic consequences. But it does not follow that this will
be so for all time. It is not altogether impossible that in a diffe-
rent situation the White working class or a substantial section
of it, may come to see that their true long-term interest coincides
with that of the non-White workers. We must miss no opportunity
either now or in the future to try and make them aware of this
truth and to win over those who are ready to break with the
policy of racial demination. Nor must we ever be slow to take
advantage of differences and divisions which our successes will
inevitably spark off to isclate the most vociferous, the most un-
compromising and the most reactionary elements amongst the
Whites. Our policy must continually stress in the future (as it has
in the past) that there is room in South Africa for all whe live
in it but only on the bosis of absolute democracy.
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they constitute an integral part of the social forces ranged against
White supremacy. Despite deceptive and, often, meaningless

concessions they share o common fate with their African brothers

The African Masses -
the Main Force for Liberation

So much for the enemy. Whot of the liberation forces? Here too
we are called upon to examine the most fundamental features
of our situotion which serve to mould our revolutionary strotegy
and tactics. The main content of the present stage of the South
African revolution is the notional liberation of the largest and
most oppressed group — the African people. This strotegic aim
must govern every aspect of the conduct of our struggle whether
it be the formulotion of policy or the creation of structures.
Amongst other things, it demands in the first ploce the mazimum
mobilisation of the African people os o dispossessed and racially
oppressed nation. This is the mainspring ond it must not be
weakened. It involves a stimulotion and a deepening of national
confidence, nationol pride ond notional assertiveness. Properly
channelled ond properly led, these qualities do not stond in
conflict with the principles of internationalism. Indeed, they be-
come the basis for more lasting and more meaningful co-opera-
tion: a co-operation which is self-imposed, equal and one which
is neither bosed on dependence nor gives the appeorance of
being so.

The national charocter of the struggle must therefore dominate
our approoch, But it is o national struggle which is toking ploce
in o different era and in o different context from those which
characterised the early struggles against colonialism. It is hop-
pening in o new kind of world — a world which is no longer mone-
polised by the imperiolist world system: o world in which the
existence of the powerful socialist system and a significant sector
of newly liberoted areas haos altered the balance of forces; a
world in which the horizons liberated from foreign oppression
extend beyond mere formal political control ond encompass the
element which mokes such control meaningful — economic eman-
cipotion. It is aolso happening in a new kind of South Africa; o
South Africo in which there is o lorge ond well-developed
working closs whose closs consciousness and in which the inde-
pendent expressions of the working people — their political or-
gons and trode unions — are very much part of the liberotion
front. Thus, our notionalism must not be confused with chouvinism
or narrow notionalism of o previous epoch. It must not be con-
fused with the clossicol drive by an elitist group omong the
oppressed people to gain oscendancy so that they can replace
the oppressor in the exploitation of the mass.

But none of this detrocts from the basically national context
of our liberation drive. In the last resort it is only the success
of the national democratic revolution which — by destroying
the existing sociol and economic relationships — will bring
with it a comection of the historical injustices perpetrated
against the indigenous maojority and thus lay the basis for o
new - and deeper internationalist — approach. Until then,
the national sense of grievance is the most potent revolutio-
nary force which must be harnessed. To blunt it in the interests
of abstract concepts of internationalism is, in the long rum,
doing neither a service to revolution nor to internationalism.

The Role of the Coloured and
Indian People

The African although subjected to the most intense rociol op-
pression ond exploitation, is not the only oppressed national
group in South Africa. The two million streng Coloured Commu-
nity and three-quaorter million Indians suffer varying forms of no-
tional humiliation, discrimination and oppression. They are part
of the non-White base upon which rests White privilege. As such

and their own liberation is inextricably bound up with the libera.
tion of the African people.

A unity in action between all the oppressed groups is fundamen-
tal to the advance of our liberation struggle. Without such o
unity the enemy strength multiplies and the ottoinment of a
people’s victory is delayed. Historically both communities have
ployed a most important part in the stimulation ond intensifi-
cation of the struggle for freedom. It is @ matter of proud record
that amongst the first and most gallant martyrs in the armed
combat against the enemy was o Coloured Comrade, Basil
February. The jails in South Africo are o witness to the lorge
scale participation by Indian and Coloured comrades at every
level of our revolutionary struggle. From the very inception of
Umkhonto they were more than well represented in the first
contingents who took life in hand to help lay the basis for this
new phase in our struggle.

This mood was not only reflected in the deeds of its more od-
vanced representatives. As communities too the Coloured and
Indian people have often in the past, by their actions, shown that
they form part of the brood sweep towards liberation. The first
series of mass acts of deliberate defionce of the conqueror's
law after the crushing of the Bambaoto rebellion, was the
campaign led by that outstanding son of the Indion people -
Maohatma Gandhi. Thereafter the Indian community and its
leaders — particularly those who came to the fore in the 40's —
played no small part in the injection of o more radical and more
militant mood into the liberation movement as a whole. The
stirring demonstrations of the fifties from Defiance Campaign to
the Congress of the People, to the general strike, and the peasant
revolts and mass demonstrations, saw many examples of united
action by all the oppressed people. Indian workers responded in
large numbers te almost every caoll for a general strike. Indian
shopkeepers could always be relied upon to declare a day of
Hartal in solidarity with any protest which was being organised.
Memeary is still fresh of the outstanding response by the Coloured
workers of the Western Cape to the 1961 call by the ANC for a
national general political strike.

The Alliance between the Congress orgonisations was o spur
to the solidarity and reflecied it. But events both before and
after Rivonia put paid to the structures which had been created
to express the Alliance. -

How can we strengthen and make effective the co-operation bet-
ween the communities and how can we integrate committed
revolutionaries irrespective of their rocial bockground?

Our Fighting Alliance

Whatever instruments are created to give expression to the unity
of the liberation drive, they must accommodate twe fundamental
propositions:

Firstly they must not be ambiguous on the question of the primary
role of the most oppressed Africon mass and,

Secondly, those belonging to the other oppressed groups and
those few White revolutionaries who show themselves ready to
make common couse with our aspirations, must be fully integro-
ted on the basis of individual equality. Approached in the right
spirit these two propositions do not stand in conflict but reinforce
one another. Equaolity of participation in our national front does
not mean o mechanical parity between the various national
groups. Mot only would this in proctice amount to inequality
{ogoin ot the expense of the majority), but it would lend flavour
to the slander which our enemies are ever ready to spread of o
multiracial alliance dominated by minority groups. This has never
been so and will never be so. But the sluggish way in which the
Movement inside the country responded to the new situation
after 1960 in which co-operation continued between some orgo-
nisations which were legal (e. g. SAIC, CPO, COD) ond those
that were illegal (e.g. ANC) sometimes led to the superficial
impression that the legal organisations — becouse they could
speak and operate more publicly and thus more noticeably -
may have had more than their deserved place in the leadership
of the Allionce.



Therefore, not only the substance but the form of our . structural
creations must, in 0 way which the people can see — give expres-
sion to the main emphasis of the present stage of our struggle. This
approach is not @ pandering to chauvinism, to racialism or other
such backward ottitudes. We are revelutionaries not narrow na-
tionalists, Committed revolutionaries are our brothers to whatever
group they belong. There can be no second class pnrl'rr.:ipunt} in
our Movement. It is for the enemy we reserve our assertive-
ness and our justified sense of grievance.

The important task eof mobilising and gaoining the support of
other oppressed non-White groups hos already been referred to.
Like every other oppressed group (including the Africans) we
must not naively assume that mere owareness of oppression will,
by itself push the Indion and Coloured people in the direction of
opposing the enemy and aligning themselves with the liberation
movement. The potential is, of course there, becouse in a very
real sense the future of the Indien and Coloured people and their
liberation as oppressed groups is intimately bound up with the
liberation of the Africans. But active support and participation
has to be fought for and won. Otherwise the enemy will succeed
in its never-ending ottempt to create o gap between these
groups and the Africans and even recruit substantial numbers
of them to octively colloborate with it. The bottom of the barrel
will be scroped in the attempt to create confusion about the
objectives of the liberation movement. Maore particularly, the
enemy will feed on the insecurity and dependency which is often
part of the thinking of minority oppressed groups. They will try
to raise o doubt in their minds about whether there is o ploce
for them in o future liberated South Africo. They hove already
spread the slonder thot at best for the Coloureds and Indians
White domination will be reploced by Black domination.

It is therefore all the more important, consistent with our first
principle, that the Coloured ond Indian people should see them-
selves as an integral part of the liberation movement and not

as mere guxiliaries.

The Working Class

Is there o special role for the working closs in our national
struggle? We have olready referred to the speciol character of
the South African social and economic structure, In our country —
more than in ony other part of the oppressed world — it is in-
conceivable for liberation to have meaning without a return of
the wealth of the land to the people os o whole. It is therefore
o tundamental feature of our strategy that victory must embrace
more than formal political democracy. To ollow the existing eco-
nomic forces to retoin their interests intoct is to feed the root
of rocial supremacy and does not represent even the shodow
of liberation.

Our drive lowards national emancipation is therefore in a very
real way bound up with economic emancipation. We have
suffered more than just national humiliotion. Our people are
deprived of their due in the country’s wealth; their skills have
been suppressed and poverty and starvotion has been their life
experience. The correction of these centuries-old economic in-
justices lies at the very core of our national aspirations. We do
not underestimate the complexities which will face a people's
government during the transfermation period nor the enormity
of the problems of meeling economic needs of the mass of the
oppressed people. But one thing is certain — in our land this
cannot be effectively tackled unless the basic wealth and the
basic resources are at the disposal of the people as a whole
and are not manipuloted by sections or individuals be they
White or Black

This perspective of o speedy progression from formal liberation
loe genuine and lasting emancipation is made more real by the
existence in our country of o large and growing working closs
whose claoss consciousness complements national consciousness.
Its political erganisations — and the trade unions have played a
fundamental role in shaping and odvancing our revolutionary
couse. It is historically understandable that the doubly-cppressed
and doubly-exploited working class constitutes o distinct ond
reinforcing layer of our liberation and Socialism and do not
stond in conflict with the natienal interest. Its militancy and po-
litical consciousness as o revolutionary class will play ne small

part in our victory ond in the construction of o real people’s
South Africa.

Beyond our borders in Zimbobwe, Angola, Mozombique, Nami-
bio are our brothers and sisters who similarly are engoged in o
fierce struggle against colonialist and rocist regimes. We fight
an Unholy Alliance of Portugal, Rhodesio and South Africa with
the latter as the main economic ond military support. The historic
ZAPUIANC-Alliance is a unigue form of co-operation between
two liberation movements which unites the huge potential of the
oppressed people in both South Africa and Zimbabwe. The ex-
tension of co-operation ond co-ordination of all the pecple of
Southern Africa os led by FRELIMO, ZAPU, SWAPO, MPLA ond
the ANC is a vital part of our strategy.

What then is the broad purpose of our military struggle? Simply
put, in the first phase, it is the complete pelitical and economic
emancipation of all our people ond the constitution of o society
which accords with the basic provisions of our programme — the
Freedom Charter. This, together with our general understanding
of our revolutionary theory, provides us with the strategic frame-
work for the concrete elaborotion and implementation of policy
in a continuously changing situation. It must be combined with a
more intensive prograomme of research, examination and anlysis
of the conditions of the different strata of our people (in
particular those on the land), their local grievances, hopes and
aspirations, so thot the flow from theory to application = when
the situation mokes opplication possible will be unhampered.

CORRECTION

DUE TO A TECHNICAL
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Vol 3 No 4 —= THIS SHOULD I
READ Vol 3 Ne &

23



LXK HEVIEVWS

THE STRUGGLE FOR MOZAMBIQUE
BY EDUARDO MOMNDLANE.

PENGUIN AFRICAM LIBRARY. PRICE 8/-

It would be difficult to find a more impressive tribute to the out-
stonding qualities of the late Dr, Eduardo Mondlane than his own
posthumously published book, The Struggle for Mozambique. It
is at once a devastating exposé of Portuguese colonial oppres-
sion and an inspiring occount of the emergence of the libera-
tion movement. And — rare amongst books by practising politi-
cians, it is written in a style of marvellous clarity, without the
slightest trace of jargon or exaggeration.

Dr. Mondlane devotes the first section of his book to a descrip-
tion and analysis of the actual conditions to which the oppressed
people of Mozambique have been subjected by the Portuguese.
His arguments are marshalled superbly, concisely, and supported
by highly relevant foctual and statistical data.

After estoblishing the main characteristics of Portuguese colonia-
lism (‘o centralized net of outhoritarian administration; the
allionce with the Catholic Church; the use of companies, fre-
quently foreign, to exploit notural resources; the concession sy-
stem; forced labour, and the extensive export of workers to South
Africa’), Dr. Mondlone proceeds to rip off the mythical trappings
of ‘non-racialism’ ond ‘assimilation” with which Portugal has in-
creasingly sought to disguise the repellent nokedness of her
policy of ruthless exploitation. Dr. Mondlane conclusively demon-
strates the in-built discrimination towards Africans which exists
in every area of Mozambique life. As for the assimilado concept,
he aptly compares this to the 'honorary white' status conferred by
South Africo on o few visiting Malawian and Japanese diplomats.

Dealing with education, Dr. Mondlane shows that, where educa-
tion for Africans exists (ond, as he points out, for the average
African child the prospects of reoching even primary school are
very remote), it tends, like Bantu Education in South Africa, to be
a form of 'educotion for servitude' with o corresponding concen-
tration on such subjects as ‘Christian morals’ and handicrafts.
Also, where formal education is given, the whole focus is on
Portuguese history, geography and culture. The history and geo-
graphy of Africa, aond its cultural traditions, are completely
ignored.

In a section on the economics of exploitation, Dr. Mondlane
shows Mozambique's classically colonial role as a suppller of
raw materials to the metropeolitan country and the way in which
the administration operates to enable various companies to milk
near-slave labour and to control rigorously the activities in which
Africans are permitted to engage.

In the second section of his book (entitled Towards Indepen-
dence') Dr. Mondlane troces the history of the emergence of re-
sistance, culminating in the development of FRELIMO. Looking
back to early attempts at resistance he notes: The field of action
was limited first of all by the comprehensive structure of oppres-
sion, the insidious police network developed by the foscist state
during its long period of strength, and secondly by the ladck of con-
tact between the politically conscious urban minority and the mass
of the people who bore the brunt of exploitation.” Mozambique's
intellectuals tended to be cut off from their roots in the African
working population. And the series of strikes bravely carried out
by the small closs of urban workers was crushed by techniques of
mass murder, arrest and torture,

Meanwhile, a limited use of peaceful protest in rural areas ended

with the demonstration at Mueda in 1960, in which over 500 people

were shot down in cold blood by the Portuguese. After this people
‘determined never again to be unarmed in the foce of Portuguese
violence." The time was ripe: and Frelime emerged to meet the
challenge of the time.

The areas liberated by Frelime now comprise a fifth of the total
orea of Mozambique. Dr. Mondlane's expose of Portuguese rule
is given odded force by his demonstration of the foct that, even
under the intensely difficult conditions of full-scale war in which
they are operating, the FRELIMO forces have brought far higher
stondards of education and medical care to the population than
they experienced under ‘peaceful’ Portuguese rule. They have also
freed the people from the crushing burden of taxation and enabled
them to develop their agriculture to a degree where surpluses are
starting to exist. (In some areos such as Ngazela, B0 per cent of
the}lnnd now under cultivation had not previously been produc-
tive).

Great strides hove been token in the struggle against illiteracy
(9598 per cent of the African population formerly were illiterate).
Dr. Mondlane stresses the importance of enalting Africans to re-
discover their heritage, quoting Jahn's comment: ‘Only where man
feels himself to be heir and successor to the past has he the
strength for o new beginning.’

The development of FRELIMO has also led to be emancipation of
women, who now play a large role both in the liberation army and
in the party itself. In the words of one woman militant: “Teday in
FRELIMO the Mozambican woman has a voice and an important
role to play: she can express her opinions; she is free to say what
she likes. She has the same rights and duties as any militant,
becouse she is Mozambican, because in our party there is no dis-
crimination based on sex.'

Dr, Mondlane gives in full the historic documents produced by the
Second Congress of FRELIMO held in Mozambique in July 1968
(at which an ANC cbserver was present), and shows the way in
which the progressive programme adopted provides guide-lines
to the future.

In a survey of the international scene, Dr. Mondlane pays tribute
to the assistonce given to FRELIMO by African and Socialist coun-
tries. He also demonstrates the role played by the Western powers
in supporting Portugal (and also her racist aollies, Rhodesia and
South Africa). This section is indeed a-telling indictment of NATO
and of neo-colonialist policies.

The assassination of Dr. Mondlane has meant a tragic loss to his
pecple and to all the freedom fighters of Southern Africa. This
book is one monument to him. Yet his truest monument is in the
hearts of those who carry on his work and are imbued with his
spirit. Some of the most moving parts of Dr. Mondlane’s book are
those in which he quotes from the personal histories of ordinary
men and women in the freedom struggle, and illustrates the quality
of their feelings in the poetry which has blossomed omong them.
A few lines from one of these poems (by Jorge Rebelo) sum up
Dr. Mondlane' own quality:

. . . forge simple words

that even the children can understand
words which will enter every house
like the wind

and fall, like red hot embers

on our people' souls.

For, as the poet ends,

In our land
bullets are beginning to flower.

(Editor's note: In the course of Dr. Mondlane's bock, he makes
various references to Lozaro Kovandame, former Provincial Secre-
tary of FRELIMO in Cabo Delgado Province. However, in January
of this year — subsequent to this book going to press — Dr. Mond-
lane expelled Kavandame from the party, following certain actions
of his involving financial corruption and culminating in the assas-
sination of a colleague. Kawandame has now joined the Portu-
guese colonialist forces and is colloborating with them against the
freedom fighters.)

C. de C.
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