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J.B. MARKS:

The African MNaotional Congress of
South Africa regrets to onnounce the
death of its Treasurer-General, Com-
rade J. B. Marks, on Tuesday, August 1.
He died in a sonatorium in Moscow
where he wos undergoing treotment
lollowing o serious iliness which deve-
loped in Tanzania last year.

Known affectionately to thousands of
South Africans of all races as ‘). B
or ‘Uncle J. B to the younger gene-
ration, he was o legendary figure in
the trode union and liberation move-
ments in South Africo.

Born on March 21, 1903, in Venters-
dorp in the Western Transvaal, Uncle
J. B. was the seventh dhild of mixed
parentage (an African fother who was
a worker on the South African Rail-
ways for the better part of his life and
o mother ol white origin who was o
laundress ond Midwife.)

He succeeded in finishing primary
school and although he wished to con-
tinue his studies he wos borred from
attending o boarding school because
of his race. In 1919, however, his po-
rents succeeded in getting him enrol-
led ot the Kilnerton Teachers' Training
College in Pretoria. Recalling this,
Uncle ). B. often told his friends thot
relatives and friends who saw him off
ot the roilway station told him: “John,
you must become o priest and pray
for us so that God will ease our lot”.

It was not so easy for o young Afri-
can to enrol in a Teadhers’ Training
College and still more difficult to
study in the otmosphere of drill and
violence thot was perpetrated by the
White wardens and teachers. He found
that students were locked up at night
like prisoners, and food wos extremely
bod. Like his fellow students he was
punished for every small foult and
sometimes for no foult ot all.

It was in this situation thot J. B. was
elected to lead his first strike. Students
unable to put up with the harsh dis-
cipline decided to boycott lectures
ond demonded o new deal. Although
the strike was not wholly successful,
this event was to be the turning point
in J. B. s life. From then onwards he

decided that his poth wos not thot of
o clergymon, but to quote him
“. .. the path of active struggle
ogainst rocial and social oppression.”

Almost Murdered

At last he got his teacher's diploma
and tought in several schools in the
Transvoal and the Orange Free Staote
It was while he was teadhing children
of African mine workers that he first
became involved in politics. The Com-
munist Party of South Africa, which had
only recently been formed in 1921, was
ot thot time octively compoigning
among the workers and J. B. became
involved in these meetings. Four
years loter he joined the Party

While still o teacher, he was almost
killed by White hooligans while
addressing o meeting of workers. The
meeting wos held on December 16,
1929 to commemorate the anniversary
of the bloody war in which the Zulu
nation was defeoted by the combined
Dutch-British army, armed with the
most modern weapons of the time.

While he wos addressing the meeting,
White foscists opened fire and killed
eleven Africons. He was pulled off the
platform and troampled underfoot. In
foct, he was saved from the assossin’s
bullet by some African women who
snatched o pistel out of the hands of
a racist who was aiming it at him.

In 1931 he wos barred from teaching
becouse of his political activity. From
thot day onwards he was to devote
oll his time to trode union and politi-
col octivity. His dedicotion and devo-
tion to the couse of the oppressed
peoples of South Africa wos to make
him foce mony charges in the courts
ol South Africa. He rose to become
Transvaal President of the African
National Congress and later its Treo-
surer-General. In the trade union
movement he held several leading po-
sitions, but it wos os the President of
the Mine Workers Union that he was
to be best known

From his early encounter with the
children of Alrican miners his burning



A Great South African Patriot

desire wos to work ftor the establish.
ment of an African Mine Workers
Union. But becouse of the strict secu-
rity arrongements at the mine com-
pounds in which the workers lived it
was not until the early 1940°s that he
wos able to begin organising mine
workers. Most of the early tasks of pre-
paring the workers to join the Union
had te be undertaken clandestinely.

Meetings were then held with the
miners in open spoces outside their
compounds. And finally in May 1946 o
Conference, ottended by 1100 dele-
gotes representing the majority of the
300,000 miners, put torwaord o demond
tor @ minimum woge of ten shillings
a doy and the repeal of mine reguloa-
tions banning meetings in the mine
compounds. They decided thot if the
demonds were not met they would
strike on August 12. The mine magna-
tes Jid not even reply to the workers’
letter setting out these demands.

100,000 Miners Strike

On August, 12 over 100,000 miners
struck work, They were joined by wor-
kers from other industries. Field Mar-
shal Smuts, then Prime Minister ol
South Africa, ordered the army out
and in the daoys thot followed the
workers were bludgeoned bodk into
the mine shofts ofter they were out on
strike for about o week. Hundreds of
miners were killed ond it is not with-
out signilicance that the authorities
hove not to this day given any figures
of those who died or were wounded in
this struggle.

). B- Marks and other leaders of the
strike were arrested and charged with
sedition. Far from cowing the workers
by their actions, the government was
to find o new spirit among workers oll
over the lond os o result of the magni-
ficent response of the miners. Many
national general strikes, making both
economic and political demands, were
to follow. Notably, the May 1. 1950
strike which brought the country to o
halt and the June 26 st-ike in the same
Year, in protest ogoinst the shooting
of strikers on May 1.

Veleran ireedom lighter ond comrode-in-arms, Dr. ¥. M. Dadoo, President of the Indian
Congress with J. B. Marks
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Present ot the luneral were from right to leh, Dr. Dodoo, Alfred N1o, Secretary General of the ANC ond comrode Manchko, Alricun
Specialist, personal friend of the lote JB ond representing the CC of the CCCP

Members of Umkhonto we Sitwe carrying @ wreath at the Dar Es
Saloam meeting. Phote: Enc Mishali
#

In Memory of my Uncle — our J. B.

This is for you and yours always

They soid it was death my son,

And death they repeated

"I have no oppeointment with death ', you

said
They did not believe you, | did.

Death is only a phenomenon of cowards
Wheoe “die many times before their death’
You did not die, you just left me

At one o'clock, exactly at one o'clock

| will remember thot alwaoys,

We will remember thaot;

The wrath in your spirit,
The anger in your heart
The injustices you fought

The message you have just left me,
Will for centuries be with me
For us and you, for you are not dead

We will not die!

We will livel

We the notion you with us
As o guiding light to freedom

by Vusi Afriko
August 5, 19/2




However, the mine workers strike wul
undoubtedly be one of the great land
marks in the long history of the
struggle of the people of South Alrico
aogoainst rocial persecution and for full
trode union rights.

). B. was bonned early in 1950 but
continued working clandestinely in the
liberation movements ond the trade
unions although police surveillance o
him mode such work extremely haze
dous. In 1963, the MNaotono! Executive
of the ANC ordered him to leave the
country and join Comrode O R Tembo
to supplement the leadership in the
external mission of the Congress

Since then he has consistently worked
at ANC External Heodquarters up to
the time of his illness last year

THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
DIPS ITS BANNER IN MEMORY O
THIS GREAT SOUTH AFRICAN PA
TRIOT AND LEADER!

‘We pledge to continue the tosks
undertaken by Uncle J. B., and othess
before him, for: THE LIBERATION OF
OUR MOTHERLAND AND THE DE
STRUCTION OF THE FASCISTS WHO
RULE OUR COUNTRY TODAY!

¥Wreaths from many parts of the world

The funeral procesiian

-
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lohn Motsobi oddressing the memorial meeting in Dor &3 Soloom.
Others in the phote from the right are: Moses Mabhida, Char-
man of the meeting, Mr. Glouchov of the Soviet Embossy ond
Mr. O. O. Adesolo of the Liberation Committee of the O.AU.

I. B. Marks memorial meeting in Indio being oddressed by lhe
Tanzanion High Commissioner H. E. A Hosson

Memorial Meetings

Memorial meetings in honour of Com-
rade Marks were held in many ports
of the world where South Africons and
others participated.

Meetings were held in Dar es Soloom,
London, Algiers, India ond the Ger-
man Democratic Republic.

At the meeting in Dor es Saloam,
which was choired by Moses Mabhida,
). B.'s collegue on the Notionol Execu-
tive of the ANC speokers included
John Motsabi, a collegue of ). B.
for many years in the Tronsvaal,
Mr. Glouchkov, First secretary of the
Soviet Embassy, Mr. O. O. Adesola.
Assistant Executive Secretary of the
O.AU. Liberation Committee and the
Chief Representative of Z.AP.U. who
spoke on behalf of the Liberation
Movements with offices in Tanzonia.

Speaking ot the New Delhi meeting,
His Excellency, Mr. A. D. Hassan, High
Commissionar for the United Republic
of Tanzanio concluded by saying: “We
beleive thot the greotest homage we
con poy to this greot revolutionary and
freedom fighter is for our people -

&

). B. MARKS: an epitaph

He was o mountoin of o man,

o Kilimanjaro rampant

in our ceilings furthest reaches.

Forged from burning rock,

that no winter blast

would freeze the ploughed-up brow,

or smooth the croggy buttress of his bones

Fissures mopped his burnished jows
like eroded beds. once coursing teors
bled in youth, then crusted

by the lava flow of life

All men called him uncle,

not in sermon or religous embrocode.

the peoples of Alrico, Asio and Latin
Americo — to redouble our elforts and
intensify the support given to the free-
dom movements of our continent.

*). B. Marks is no longer with us. But
let the spirit ond determination that
guided his entire life inspire us
towards the realisation of the ideals
for which he so tenaciously fought and
strived for. Thot indeed will be o fitt-
ing tribute to the memory of this greot
man, o revelutionary ond on ocutstand-
ing son of Africo.

Long Live The People OF South Africal
Long Live the Memory of ). B. Marks!

Funeral

In @ moving ceremony at the Novo-
devichye Cemetery in Moscow on
August 11, ottended by o large group
of South Africons and other friends
and sympathisers, Comrade Alfred
Nzo, Secretary General of the African
National Congress, trocing the life of
Uncle 1. B. said: “"We who remain will
dedicote ourselves to complete Uncle
1.B.'s life-work. We pledge not only
to honour his memory but to ensure

rather owe and easy aoffection:
on echo to the timbre of his heart,
an accent to the legend of his name

A kindly philosopher,

o knight of Lenin's table.

o mon who waonted all men well

But now thot his rumbling recedes

and his fight of fights is over,

let's look (os he once did) to others among us!

Borry Feinbeig

that what he stood and worked for
throughout his life will come to poss.
"We will guard, as he did, the unity
of our movement.

“"We will pursue our naotional struggle.
as he did, in the true spirit of Inter-
nationalism.

“We will moke even firmer the bridge
which he helped to build in our coun-
try between national and class forces.
Above oll, we will live our lives, as he
did, in the service of our revolution
aond we will ever be inspired by his
simple words which explained why he
become an octivist:

“As for me,” he soid. “l could no lon-
ger live without fighting our oppres-
sors’.

“Amandla! Moatial”

Other Speckers on the occasion
were: Dr. ¥. M. Dadoo, Comrodes
I. 5. Gustov (candidote member of the
Central Committee of the C.P.5.U.).
Acodemicion Y. K. Fyodorov (Vice-
Choirman of the Soviet Peoce Commil-
tee ond Hero of the Soviet Union ond
G. Tarushenko (Deputy Director of the
Africa Institute).



THE LAND OF THE OSTRICH

BY TREVOR LYTTLETON

ments).

(Mr. Lyttleton, a 36-year old Cambridge groduate, is a com-
poser, music publisher, lowyer and playwright. He wrote “THE
DEAL" — produced at this year's Edinburgh Festival — a tragic
drama centred upon the morol issues confronting three expo-
triote white South African liberals who become involved in
what appears to be a plot to supply arms to South Africa.

Mr. Lyttleton wrote the following
a private visit to South Africa. The significance of his findings
lies in the fact that he visited South Africa as on impartial and
uncommitted outsider with no axe to grind. He hos asked us
lo state that he is neither c member of any political party nor
associated with the Anti-Apartheid or any ohter similar move-

article upon his return from

“Eighty per cent of the world's ost-
riches are bred here in South Africa”
~ says the guide ot the Oudtshoorn
ostrich farm. No claim to fome more
aptly describes the ottitudes of most
White South Africans both for and
against Apartheid.

“AGAINST" APARTHEID

The self-professing ‘liberals’ are also
seli-deluding : -

“I moved my bed into o position so
thot | could see Robben Islond across
the bay - soys o Capetown heiress —
“Unlike most Whites | like to be re-
minded that over 900 political priso-
ners are detoined there. I'm well
aoware of what's going on and I've no
wish to turn my bodk on uncomfortable
focts. It's like Haiti here — Lo Dolce
Vita" built on rotten foundation!™

A few minutes loter she is protesting
vehemently: “But I'm domned if I'm
going to leave South Africal No fear!
It wouldn't do ony good and, besides,
why should | leave oll my money be-
hind?”

Mr. 5. o wealthy prolessional mon,
has convinced himself that “This is o
good life. The Afrikaner's grodually
becoming enlightened as he moves out

of the insularity of rural life into inter-
national business and finance".

But the evidence of increasing Govern-
ment repressions runs counter to this
belief, shared by so many White South
Africans who like to persuade them-
selves that South Africa is a land of
‘milk and honey’ — without taking too
mudch account of who is milking whom.
“We are ‘punch drunk'!” exclaims a
lowyer describing the mounting volume
of restrictive legislation whidch in the
last three years has, amongst other
things, made it illegal for:-

anyone to belong to o raciolly-mixed
political party;

Coloured people to continue to have
any representation whatsoever in Par-
lioment;

the partners to o mixed marriage, con-
tracted oputside South Africa to live
together as mon and wile within the
Republic.

In oddition the Government
acquired increased powers: -
to detoin people under the Terrorism
Act for unlimited periods, without
occess to onyone, including relatives
and lawyers;

to override locol authorities in decid-
ing which oreas, beaches and other
amenities shall be declared “White”
or “Non-White™:

has

to restrict where Africans may live, 1o
transfer them to the Reserves and o

prevent them from being employed in
particular kinds of jobs;

to interfere in the rights of Universities
to decide who shall teoch, who shoii
be tought and even, in certain coses,
what shall be taught.

SIX SHILLINGS A DAY

But still Mr. 5. is optimistic. And why
not? Has he not made tens of thou-
sands of tax-free pounds on the Storx
Exchange whilst paying lip-service to
a concern for the plight of the African
who has contributed so handsomely to
his profits¥ And yet — for one of his
education and ability - he is not
locking in awareness? Why, for ex-
ample, is he amazed to learn that Afri-
can miners earn only six shillings o
day? Perhaps he prefers not to know
where his dividends are coming from.

“We would be deported if we prote.
sted. We talk o lot ond do nothing”™ -
explains a Johannesburg lowyer who
recently called in at the local police
station to visit a client only to find him
being subjected to electric shodk treat-
ment.

The few who protest do so ot thei
peril. Out of &5 solicitors’ firms in



Caopetown only 2 are prepared to oct
for Africans in political cases and they
have both been ‘searched’ by the Se-
curity Police.

A Jewish businessman mokes compo-
risons with Nazi Germany:

"What did you do during the holo-
coust! - | feel like asking every Ger-
man | meet! But if in 20 yeors' time
I'm asked “What did you do?", Il
have to admit that | did nothing™.

A young couple showing me the Wy-
neberg ond MNewlonds suburbs of
Copetown point proudly ot the neot,
white terraced houses:—

“Lock how beautifully they've been
done up to look like Chelseo-style cot-
toges!”

Not @ murmur of sympathy for the Co-
loureds who were ejected from their
homes to make way for the White de-
velopers who come in ond exploited
the situation.

PLENTY TROUBLE

“There's going to be plenty trouble” -
complains a Coloured taxi-driver in
Copetown who no longer thinks twice
about driving o cob lobelled “WHITES
ONLY". “You save for years to buy a
house and then they declare your areo
“White” ond you move out to the su-
burbs!”

This Market area is to be declared
White. The Indian traders are to be
moved out to their own township
20 miles out of Durban™

and

“That beach is now Coloured but it
will be declared White within two
years!”

Sudch-bald statements of foct from resi-
dents or guides show little concern for
the Indion tailor who will lose all his
customers or for the Coloured children
who will have to trovel three miles to
an inferior beodh.

The warmer-hearted who are genuinely
disturbed by some of the Gowvein-
ment's policies, too often reveal an

aowarenass blunted by a reluctonce to

probe too deeply and to discuss real
issues. But even the few who make a
real stand ot considerable risk all too
frequently admit that they were more
indignant 10 or 15 yeors ogo when the
situation was considerably less repres-
sive,

“When | met my old friends from Uni-
versity” = soys o South African actress

recently returned after several years in
London = "l soid: "Whot's happened
to you? You've changed! We used to
fight ogainst these things. But now you
just occept and say nothing'. They
replied: Yes, but we ‘re older now
with kids to support. Besides, let's foce
it., its a marvellous life here if you
keep quiet!”

NEUTRAL

“l used to get upset obout the way
they treat the Blads” - reveals an
ltalian barber in Copetown — “But
now I'm neutral. There's no point in
discussing ony more. The Afrikane:'s
like a brick wall. Nothing will change
him! He's been brought up to believe
that the Blodk man is a servont, an
object! | believe in civilisation and pro-
gress and thot, in the long run - say
in 20 or 30 years - things will change.
Meanwhile, I'll mind my own busi-
ness!”

“I must admit I'm not as enthusiastic
as | used to be"” — confesses o former
candidate for o Progressive seat in
Parlioment. “Three tactors have chan-
ged me: independence in other parts
of Africa (which lost us more wvotes
than anything else); the prosperous
boom conditions which have induced
many Whites to support the Govern-
ment; and the increasing futility of
opposing a more and more autocratic
regime."”

The Guide ot dinner shows us how:
“the Coloureds use beer-can openers
as slash rings!”

“Heaoven knows what they'll do next!”
- sighs a dcharming English-speaking
gentlemen.

Such fears run very deep and undoub-
tedly do much to perpetuate o system
under which the Government tightens
the screw whilst, for the most part,
White South Africans stand idly by with
their faces in the sun refusing to look
ot the pain inflicted in the process.

More than anything else they want to
hear how much you love their land,
climate, food and way of life. The
highest compliment you can pay is to
say that you would like to live there,
for just as every outside ‘convert’
somehow appeases their conscience,
so conversely,. every White emigrant
stimulates their feelings of guilt.

Your views on the real issues are un-
welcome unless they hoppen to en-

dorse their sense ol security and, if by
chance you soy too much, you are met
with the rebuke: “You really have to
live here to understond our problems™.
However ,the rosetinted cocoon of un.
reality by which most White South Afri.
cans surround themselves prompts one
to suppose that the length of one’s
stay in South Africa will be in inverse
proportion to the amount one is likely
to learn.

* % Xk

STATUS QUO

White women are keen to point out to
visitors from abroad how well they
treat their servants, “How | wept at my
servant’s funeroll” or “gove the moid
o bedroom suite” - the maid in que-
stion was eorning £10 o month!

"My servant cried when she read o
statement by on Africon agitator that
servants were going to be abolished.
| reassured her™.

This lody was abviously more reassured
than her maid, for nothing comforts
the Whites more than to learn of ar
Africon who wishes to maintoin the
"status quo'l

“Coloured servonts are becoming more
difficult these days. They don't appre-
ciate what you do for them” - a Cage-
town housewife complains. It scarcely
seems to hove occurred to her thot
perhaps they do not want to be ser-
vants at alll Officiol propagando
would appear to be remarkably effec-
tive — to judge from those who profess
to oppose the Nationalists whilst deriv-
ing comfort from some of their more
specious arguments. For instance, time
and again people — other thon officio
guides — refer to the low rents (often
as little as £1.50 o month) paid by
Africans whilst completely ignoring the
low pay they receive in return for their
contribution to the White-controlied
economy.

For those without eyes to see the easy
cocktail life on the sunburnt beachzs
and their own good opinion of the way
they treot their servants are sufficient
reassurance that everything in the gor-
den is oand will continue to be rosy.
Although aspiring to vogue ‘liberal
principles and a belief that the Go-
vernment should do a little bit more for
the Africans - F‘hmhh not ot their
expense - most non-Nationois:



Whites do not wish to know about So-
botoge Trials, detentions, and mass
deportations; nor do they like to be
reminded that they are responsible for
the decline of the United Party into o
mere cypher of what an Opposition
should be to the extent thot, whilst
South Africo accounted for 47 per cent
of the world's known executions (U.N.
figures), the so-colled Opposition
stood committed only to Television and
a Stote Lottery! They prefer to wotch
the share prices confident in the belief
that their slice of the cake will grow
in size whilst 50 per cent of the African
children born-in the Transkei (which
few of them have visited) die of mal-
nutrition before the age of twol'

To do otherwise would be to disturb a
happy dreomworf.

GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS

Afrikoners

There is little love lost between Afriko-
ners and English-speaking Whites -
as evidenced by Mr. Hertzog's contro-
versial outburst to the effect thot
“only Afrikaners true to the spirit of
Calvinism were fit to run the country”.
The Afrikaner's fear of English domi-
nation partly exploins the deloy in
allowing television into the richest
* country in Africa and accounts for the
insistence ot all times upon the offi-
cial use of Afrikoans as well as Eng-
lish (even on a 7-day guided tour in o
bus whose passengers all spoke Eng-
lish ).

MNevertheless, the MNaotionalists -insist
that the Whites are “one nation with a
heritoge and way of kfe all their
own" — whilst in the same breath pro-
cloiming thot the Africons comprise
several distinct peoples each with its
own language, customs, etc.

Upon these two statements the policy
of Separate Development is bosed.

* X X

“What we're doing is English constitu-
tional history” — o Nationalist M. P.
explains to me in the Cape Parlio-
ment:—

“We're governing the Bantu from Pre-
toria just as the British governed us
Afrikaners from Whitehall! The Bantu

! According to Professor John Reid of the
University of Natal.

are essentially tribal and the diffe-
rence between the tribes are very
great. Our system of keeping the tribes
apart protects them from slitting eadh
other's throats!|™

It is interesting to hear a lawyer-mem-
ber of Parliaoment who has travelled
abroad supporting the government's
past policy with regard to television
with the words: “We don't want thot
tinned filth!™”

When confronted with Professor Reid's
figures - quoted above - concerning
malnutrition in the Transkei his only
comment is:

"“Some Africans in the Tronskei have
four or five Cadillacs!”

He justifies the restrictions on free
access for White visitors to the Trons-
kei with: “"Even | am forbidden to enter
the Tronskei without o permit” — as
though this was a great hardship for
him and a privilege for all the Afri-
cans! “Besides” — he goes on - as
though this somehow knocked the final
nail in his argument -~ “Asians aren't
allowed inte the U.K. and, anyway, the
African must be protected from Com-
munist agitators’.

Moments later the ubiquitous shield of
Aportheid is being shown to protect
the African from predatory copita-
lists :—

“White capital is not ollowed into the
Transkei becouse we want to protect
the Africans from exploitation by Je-
wish businessmen from Johannesburg!
By enforcing Apartheid we're protect-
ing the Africans from discrimination!”

“We kmit student protest” - says
another Nationalist M, P, — “"becouse
there are a lot of communists in the
Universities. We don't want unrest.
This is a peaceful country!”

“What about Sharpeville?” | interject
*“Oh| that was a mere pinprick blown
up out of all proportion by the world
press”. .

There is on uncanny resemblance bet-
ween his poarting shot -

“You see we don't kill Africans” -
and the self-conscious joke of another
M. P. as | leave -

“How many Africans have you kil-

led?"-
he asks the policemen at the gote of
the Parliament precinct.

x %k %X

“They think we're the policel” - soys
a White toxi driver os six Africon
youths ~ oged 18 o 25 ~ get up and
run off as fast as they con as we drive
slowly past the terrible shodcks of Eost
London's Duncan Villoge. Meanwhile,
an infant. wearing only o dirty vest,
jumps up and down for joy. He hos
yet to learn to fear White men in cars!

“Did you get the smell of them?"”
asks an Afrikoons woman after watch-
ing Africans in the Transkei putting on
a well-rehearsed tribal performance for
our benefit. “Why are you always tok-
ing pictures of them?' — she excloims
— "“We see too much of them!”

The tribal donces ore performed in
Umtata by bore-breasted women wear-
ing multiple bangles, bracelets and
coloured beads under the direction of
a White guide who insists that he is
not from the Government. With thinly
disguised contempt he describes

how:—

“They make their huts with cow ma-
nure. The women mix it with their
hands. Now = you wouldn't like to do
that, would you now, Mrs. Jones?
but this is the way they like to livel”

On another “showpiece” tour at the
colourful Ndebele village near Johan-
nesburg, | manage to walk behind the
gaily-painted huts, with rush-matting
on the floor, outside which beaded and
bangled “topless” African women
posed for photographs at extortionate
prices.

Inside one of the houses (concealed
from the visitors’ view) sits o dignified
African mother with her uniformed
schoolgirl daughter in a simply furni-
shed modern room. Here is the Afri-
can's natural desire for self-improve-
ment, outside — the Nationaolists’ vain
attempt to ‘put bad the clodk’ on thot
development; here lies the reality —
there the focade of fear and self-de-
lusion.

A Cobinet Minister recently occused
the Opposition of stirring up trouble
when o question was osked in the
House concerning three Africans found
deod from suffocation in an over-
crowded prison van. A Judge conside-
red that it wos no offence to keep



one's houseboy in the boot of the cor
provided that there was no danger
from exhoust fumes.

Becouse of their narrow Calvinistic
rural badkground Afrikaner ottitudes
such as these, however deplorable
and unfathomable to the outsider, are
in many ways less reprehensible than
those of the English-speaking White
supporters of the regime.

“Although ! didn't mind being in the
same ward as Coloured potients |
found it repulsive to use the some eat-
ing utensils ond insisted on being
transferred!” — declares a former pri-
soner-of-war reminiscing about his ex-
periences.

Another explains ot table that: "“The
woiters wear white gloves for hygienic
reasons|”

“How con you expect these 'Nigs’. to
rule o country when they live like
thot!” — excloims an English-speak-
ing lody (who might well have been
the wife of a Home Counties vicar) as
a group of poor, ragged children sud-
denly emerge — dancing and waving
- from the empty scrublands of the
parched Transkei.

The sight of a pathetic cripple in So-
weto instontly puts the English-speak-
ing guide on the defensive with:

“Oh, they get disability payments, you

L] ]

«now!’

“Bontus prefer to live in squaler” -
she comments os we pass o particu-
larly depressing housing section. Mo-
ments loter as she points to the houses
of the handful of Soweto's better-off
‘Bantus’:—

"See how well-kept their gardens arel"”
- she now says.

A similar inconsistency Is revealed
when in one breath she describes Afri-
cans as "incopable of abstract calcu-
lation” and in another how a hospital
hos just acquired on Africon medical
speciolist who studied overseas before
coming badk to a top jobl

We are shown a charming MNursery
School for the children of better-ofi
Africans. That it is a "show piece” is
clear from the length of the Visitors
Book ond the foct thot pictures of the
same school appear in several propo-
ganda brochures on Bantu educotion.

| am not ollowed into an Africon
house ot rondom but om told thot if
| go to the Tourist Centre there is o
house nearby which can be visited |

The guide - who taokes Stote Guests
on conducted tours ot the Govern-
ment's expense - describes how Ro-
bert Kennedy, during his visit to South
Africa in 1967, took two photogrophs,
the first of "‘Bantu’ lying in the sun in
o pork, ond the second of o miner
stripped to the woist. She insists that
Kennedy published these in o German
magoazine and maoliciously wrote under
the first the coption:— "BANTU SHOT
DEAD IN PARK" ond under the se-
cond: “AFRIKANER MINER STRIPPED
TO THE WAIST AWAITING PUNISH-
MENT")

“Don’'t you believe oll the distorted
things you read about us in the Press”
- says a chatty Nationalist of English
origin.

“l am o Notionalist and my fother was
o Not”. There is no troce of apology
in his voice as he continues - “Natio-
nalist policy is bosed on fear ond in-
bred hotred going bodk to the Koffir
wars. | believe thot you should treat
the Bladk like a younger brother who
needs protection. Now you wouldn't
give your younger brother a gun,
would you?" - he osks.

“Perhops not” -l reply - “but I'd give
him the same food ond shelter”. The
metaphor is quidkly dropped.

One of his wife's most vivid memories
of her Europeon trip wos seeing o
woman in ltoly pulling o plough:
“What o dreodful job for o White
woman!” - she keeps on saying.

x kX

“I think the students protesting ot the
Universities ore immoture! They need
to be guided by their elders and bet-
ters”. These words - not from a
middle-oged, die-hard Afrikoner, but —
sad to relote - from a 28-yeor old
English-speaking Public School type
working in the Government Tourist Bu-
reau.

“Although | have voted United Party™
- he explains - “| now support the
Government. You've got to support
them in this job, os tourists to South
Africa always discuss politics™.

“The main thing is they're hoppy” -
soys an English-speoking White woman
in the Transkei ofter watdhing the no-
tive tribol donces.

The ostriches of South Africa are not
confined to Oudtshoorn

*x k Xk

FACT AND FICTION

As the sun sets over Table Bay ond
codktoils transform foct into fiction and
fear into fantosy, whilst harsh realities
disappeor as conveniently as Robben
Islond into the dorkness; os White
South Africons remain as folsely reas-
sured by the foct thot Africans come
to South Africa to work - when the
alternctive in their own countries is no
work — os they are lulled by compaor-
ing Alfricon woges in the richest coun-
try in Africa with those in the poorest;
os the White supremacists feel secure
in their armed strength — conveniently
forgetting thaot without weapons, Afri-
cons could by o single national strike
bring the entire economy to o grind-
ing haolt; as mounting oppression odds
fuel to discontent; as the ostriches ot
QOudtshoorn ond elsewhere bury their
heads in the sand - let it not be for-
gotten thot just os there is only one
real issue - o rich cake ond how to
share it — there is olso only one que-
stion to be onswered:

“For how long con it remain divided os
ot present!”

* ¥ X%

RUN WITH BLOOD

“This country will run with blood if
they don't stop treating the Africans
like this” - soys o Congregational Mi-
nister living ond working with Blodks
in a small town near the Transkei.

“The lows are wicked” - he continues
— "There's vicious hatred here. They're
sent to the Transkei ot random 1o
storve. There's nothing there for them
- no work and little cultivation. They'll
only toke so much of this treatment.

One day they”ll say “We'd rother die
thon stond any more of this".".

But whot of the silent majority?

“There is no work here” - soys o
middle-aged Africon in o small, shanty
town in the Transkei. "I'm here to re-
cruit Africans for the mines. | have no
difficulty in persuading them to leave
their fomilies. First they're moved here
from the towns, then they have to
move on becouse there's no work
We're oll very frustroted. We never see
the foreign press but we hear the ro-
dio. We know whot's going on else-
where. One day there'll be o greol

warl”
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Transcript of a Tape Recorded Statement by a Recently Released Political
Prisoner on the Inhuman Conditions and the Fight Being Waged by .

- .

POLITICAL PRISONERS

. £

N SOUTH AFRICA

Submitied to the Working Group of the United Nations
Special Committee on Apartheid, which sat recently in London,
by GEORGE MBELE, o fnrmer inmate on Rnbban Island

On behalf of the African National Congress | here pre-
sent the Working Group with o transcript of a tape-
recorded interview made this year in Johannesburg,
South Africa on the conditions of South Africa’s politi-
cal prisoners on Robben Island. The material we pro-
vide today was supplied by a prisoner who spent a
large number of years on the lsland, and was only
recently released. '

We are compelled to withhold his name and certain
identifying detoil. This is because of the nature of the
Prisons Act (Act. No. 8 of 1959) of South Africa which

virtually places prison conditions beyond public scru-
tiny and under which provisions there have been suc-
cessive prosecutions and convictions for attempts on
the part of former prisoners as well as newspaper to
reveal what goes on behind South African prison bars.
But the tapes are in our possession, and are available
if necessary to be played to the Commission; and the
transcript below, though shortened and somewhat re-
arranged for purposes of clearer presentation to the

Commission, uses throughout, the words of the infor-
mant.
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Nelson Mandela
Life

The first portion describes briefly conditions on the Island
in 1963 and 1964 when political prisoners were being
systematically beaten up not only by the warders but also
by bands of criminals encouraged by the warders; and when
some particulorly brutal coses of assoult occurred, some
of which have been recorded in earlier public documents:
See now, we are going to give information obout Robben
Island . . . in 1963 . . . conditions in Robben lsland were
very, very bad, in so much that political prisoners in that
aorea, on thot place, were treated os slaves . . . Many
warders were beating the political prisoners (they also)
organised criminals to beat up the political prisoners.

25, 26, 27. 28, these are the nomes of these gangs. and
they used to conduct fights . . . and they killed one another;
and some of the warders were members of these gangsters
For instonce, there's o fellow by the nome of Du Plessis.
He was o big fighter, that is o whitemon. The position is
that among the criminals, criminals are not ofraid to kill
a white warder, so0 some of these warders, in order to pro-
tect themselves, they moved with the gang . . .

There wos a fellow colled Mlambo who one day asked
a warder to go and pass water. The worders called the
criminals to dig a hole. He was put in that hole and he
was buried alive, thot fellow. Yes. He was not killed, he was
buried alive. And again, they just opened the spoce thaot
he should breathe. They opened his mouth and put urine
in his mouth. They said to him, drink the water. However,
he was taken up out ofter o time.! One day, o tellow by the
name of Henry Masondo, who was o lecturer of Fort Hare,
he was beoten up. As o result of that, the left shoulder was
broken. He was taken to hospital. Insteod of receiving treat-
ment from the doctor . . . o doctor who is nomed Van Den
Bergh said to him, he was not broken, he was just pretend-
ing as if it wos broken. This fellow, this doctor, he was
a cruel somebody. Many people died becouse of him. When
you go to him for the treatment, he is not ashamed to say
to you, | wish you con die right now, and this is o fellow
supposed to be o medicol doctor will say this to the people.
We complained several times to the outhorities, but our
complaints carried no weight.

That was 1963, 1964

UNITY AMONG POLITICALS

At that time there were too many criminals, but from June '63

groups of criminals were token away out of Robben Is-
land
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Govan Mbek
Life

Vorster mode o statement to the effect that all the criminals
are not supposed to be mixed with political prisoners, even
though we were not regarded as political prisoners. We
were not allowed to get papers. Now criminals they can
get popers. Becouse we were interested to know whot is
taking place throughout the world, we used to get papers
from criminals. Now, the authorities were not happy obout
that, even though criminals were doing important jobs for
the Whites in Robben Island, for instonce they were moni-
tors, house monitors, some were driving vans, which we're
not supposed to do as political prisoners in Robben Island.
So seme of the criminals were token oway

HUNGER STRIKES

The plan of the South African government was that as you
know thot in South Africa there are C comps. B camps, A
camps and D comps, thot is ultra-multimum camps for the
hardened criminals. Now, well of course there were people
who were deing shori-terms among the political prisoners
Some were doing & months, 18 months, 2 years. The comp
for A of political prisoners, it was Worcester. The C comp
for political prisoners it was Stolberg, B camp for politicol
prisoners ot Viktor-Verster, thot is in Poarl; D comp is
Robben Island. Then what hoppened? As - occording to
the regulations if you are A group, you are allowed to reod
papers . . . you are entitled to hear the radio, you con buy
sweets, you can buy butter, you can buy bread. But becouse
of our political mind, as political prisoners, we were not
allowed to enjoy those facilities or privileges. Then there
was o hunger strike in Worcester, because political prisoners
there demanded these privileges, becouse of their rations
Becouse of that they were demoted ond transferred 1o
Viktor-Verster in Poarl. And then in Stoffberg ogain there
was o hunger strike of 12 days. The hunger strike was caus-
ed by the treatment which politicel prisoners received, and
the man who was the officer commanding there was Prinsloo
and this fellow ot one stoge waos the officer commanding
in Robben Island; then he left. And the ploce . . . wos closed
as a camp of politicol prisoners. They were taken to Viktor-
Verster in Paarl. In the Verster, political prisoners were work-
ing there in the fields. Well, of course treatment was not so

' The Mlambe incident wos ploced in offidavit form belore the
United Naotions Special Committee on Apartheid, See U. N. docu-
ment A AC_ 11 L 73, 11 June 1964



Wilton Mquay
Life

bad at the time, until somebody was transterred from
Robben Island to the Viktor-Verster, that is the Chief Pot-
gieter, who pretends to know the Africon people because
he knows a bit of Xhosa . . .: he thought that he was in
a position to control the people. One doy these people,
| mean the political prisoners, were there at the Viktor-
Verster. It was raining, they were made to go out and work.
Then there were protests ogainst that. However, they did
go out. When they were out they put up o fight, by saying
look, how can you make us work in the rain? The explono-
tion was that they didn't know it wos raining on thot day!
The explanation from Chief Potgieter was . . . "look you are
in prison, therefore you must do what we are telling you.”
We refused to work. When we refused to work we were
charged .~ Whaot | con say is that we won the case.
Becouse of that we were token to Robben Island. The ex-
planation from the outhorities was that it is too much for
them io be controlled by the prisoners. So the political
prisoners in South Africo today are having one ploce, which
is Robben Island.

CONDITIONS ON ROBBEN ISLAND

Let me tell you about the living position in Robben Island
now, because some of the things are known throughout
the world = treatment and other things — but | want to deal
(with) what is hoppening in Robben Island because even

Hermann Ja Toive — SWAPO
20 years

Billy Nair

20 years

though the members of International Red Cross used to go
there, but the information | have now they don't go. | know
they used to coll us for interrogation. They were not given
sufficient time. Time ond ogain they were disturbed by the
authorities, becouse the authorities were not happy about it.
In Robben Island now we have five camps . . . there is o
ploce called Z Section. In that Z Section it's where the
criminals are stoying in a certain portion: The main section’s
composed of 4 sections — there are four cells in o section .
When people were still too many, the warders they used
to put 74 people in o cell. You coan’t even breathe. Well, of
course, now people_ are no longer so many - 40, 30 in o
cell. But according to the parliomentarians, when they were
there they said those cells are fit for 30 people, each cell.
You con well imagine o cell which can occupy 30 people,
put 74 people.

And ogain there is o portion of Namibion fellows, thot's
South West Africo®; there is o portion of Pietermaritzburg
people’ . . .: there is a portion of Benjomin Romotse’.
Romotse, after the arrest of 1968 in Rhodesia, in Botswano
in foct, becouse he was arrested, as you know, by the Rho-
desian soldiers, so he was kept o yeoar in South Africa, for
torture, for about 2 years as you know, until he appeared
with the group of 21. He is isoloted from the other prisoners.
He is (in solitary) oll the time. For 15 years. He is not sup-
posed to stay with the other people or the other prisoners.
He's not, all these groups are not, supposed to communi-
cate with one another. And there is o group of Rivonio.

? Three groups of MNaomibion prisoners are confined on Robben
Island. In February 1968 30 Namibions were convicted under the
Terrorism Act: 19 were sentenced to life imprisonment, o number
to 20 years imprisonment, ond some to periods ranging from 2 to
5 years. In August, 1969 six men were sentended under the Terro-
rism Act, five 1o life imprisonment and the sixth to 18 yeors’ hord
lobour. One of the occused, Gous Shikomba, had been shot by
the police. A doctor told the court he found o scoar 9 inches by
4 caused by o bullet wound. A skin transplant hod been mode and
the wound wos very serious but Shikomba ‘hod the use of his
legs'. In @ secret trial held in Pretoria 10 men were charged under
the Terrorism Act in mid-1970, and convicted.

* There hove been several major Pietermoritzburg triols. In 1964
B. Noir and 17 others were convicled of sobotoge and sentenced
to periods of from 5 to 20 yeors imprisonment. But the segregoled
Pietermaritzburg prisoners probably refer to more recent convic.
tions: In 1969 12 Africons were sentenced to from 5 to 20 years
far membership of illegal orgonisations, namely the African Natio-

nol Congress, Umkonto we Sirwe and the Communist Party. In
June 1971, also in Pietermaritzburg, 14 members of the MNon-
European Unity Movement and the African Peoples Democrotic
Union “APDUSA) were tried under the Terrorism Act and senten-

ced to 7 yeors.

" Benjomin Sello Romotse was chorged under the Terrorism Act
in July, 1970 (together with 19 others who were ocquitted) ofter
having been in police custody for two yeoars before being charged.
In his offidovit to court he described how he hod been seized by
Rhodesian police inside Botswano. He hod first been tortured in
a Rhodesian prison then removed to a South Alricon prison and
tortured again. His plea thot the court had no jurisdiction was
rejected. He was sentenced to 15 yeors imprisonment.

“ The 7 Rivonio occused on Robben lslond ore Nelson Mondela
Walter Sisulu, Govan Mbeki, Elios Motsooledi, Roymond Mhlaka,
Andrew Milangeni and Ahmed Kothroda. (An eighth occused.
Dennis Goldberg, is serving o life sentence in Pretorio Prison)
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This group stays in, they said, in single cells they call it. but
that is isolation cells, even though we are mixing during the
day, ot work, but in the evening one by one, o cell of 4 by 9,
the size of the cell, each cell. There is o group of NLF*
it's thot group of Alexander, Neville Alexander. Also there
is Eddie Daniels. Eddie Daniels is serving 15 yeors. His col-
leogues, which are white, were released after serving about
2 years, they were releosed. People who committed the
same crime with him but becouse of his colour — he's o
Coloured mon = he's serving 15 yeors.

- . . There is a fellow by the name of Michael Dingoke.*
This fellow, he is a citizen of Botswana but 1966 he was
picked up in Rhodesio ond he was brought badk in South
Africa becouse for o long time he was working in South
Africa, even though he was no longer o citizen of South
Africa. The family is Tswana. Up to now his wife is Mots-
wana . . . He wos cought in Rhodesia and brought bodk to
South Africo. And he was given 15 years. He is now in
Robben Island. He is o Botswana citizen, this fellow. Now
the point I'm maoking here is thot South Africa has got the
power of arresting people right in Botswona. (Alsc) . . . a
question of Comeran Madikezela," who went to Botswana

ond there he was shut away by Botswano government. He
is now on Robben Island.

BRUTAL AGAINST NAMIBIANS

Mamibian prisoners — so-called “terrorists” who were tried
in Pretorio ond now in Robben Islond: these people of
Nomibia, the treotment towards them is very bod, very,
very bad. In foct, even though we are treated badly, but
compared with them we are better of. . . . | told you thot
we were not supposed to communicate, but prisoners are
prisoners, they hove ways of communicating — | don't have
to go into details of that. One of them, because during the
times of arrest he was shot in his leg. and he didn't get
thorough treatment, even in joil. Eventually the doctor in-
structed that his leg must be cut off. I've just forgotten the
naome of this fellow now, and | used to know his name be-
couse it was very important to us- However, memory, my
memory's not so good these doys. | suppose it's becouse
of the food we ate there . . . They are working hard, very
hord, | must say at one stoge we tried by oll means to send
a message to them — look, take it easy, don't work so hard,
you are doing life here. They got the message ond they
thanked us for that . . .

THE STRUGGLE TO STUDY

The Department ot no stage wos happy about our studies
in jail. But because of the pressure throughout the country,
or throughout the world, we were given this privilege of
studying in joil: becouse we were demanding that even-
tually, we were granted (it). There was a man who was the
head of the studies by the name of Visser. Well I'm not
ofraid to say during his period on Robben Island on the
question of studies we hod no problems, because the
fellow knows the value of studies in humon beings, even
the question of a library. He used to change books regu-
larly, get new books for us, if o new student comes, focili-
ties there and then. But after this fellow left Robben Island
and somebody was put there as the heod of studies by the

nome of Noude, o stupid somebody, | don't believe that
fellow he hos possed even JC. You con't imogine o person
destroy o book in the way of putting it in the fire . . . bumn
o book - (he did this) several times.

The Coloured people they used to coll him kotkop, becouse
you know the fellow wos so notorious ,there is this breod
which is for Indians and Coloureds in joil, thot bread called
katkop. It's hard thing. very hard, thick, if somebody can be
hit with it. you con die, Thot's why he wos colled kotkop.,
if he sees you and he wants to punish you, the first thing
he's going to do is grab the bread and throw it ot you.
That is the type of the persen who was the head of studies
in Robben Islond. Well, of course, he was working unde:
Brigadier Aucamp, the most stupid somebody who is in
charge of the political prisoners throughout South Africa,
idiot somebody, this Aucamp. There is nothing you can dis-
cuss with him, especially on the question of studies . .

Todoy he's o brigodier. He's from Pretoria. You know, this
fellow is controlling the prisons in South Africa because
he's running all over; whenever there is a political prisoner
he is there, and he is going to give big instructions against
thot porticular prisoner . . . So if, for instance. there's o
book, prescribed book or recommended book by the college
or university, and we approach him and say “Lock, there
is 0 book, | want to get this book”, the answer from him is
“Look, why didn't you study outside, whaot were you doing
outside? You are interested in studying todoy because you
are here. It's becouse of the frustration, you didn't care far
studies outside.” And he used to soy 'See, | om going to
work hord to stop this nonsense. You are giving us pro-
blems over this question of studies becouse you are getting
o lot of money from the communist countries. We want to
stop that (Money) for books, studies, He was saying, it was
before the Defence and Aid was barred, Defence and Aid
was giving us money and that this money was from the so-
cialist countries, communist countries as they called it
Communist countries, and that these communist countries
are supporting our fomilies, are giving us this money for
studying, that is why we want to study, because we don't
pay. that is what he used to say. You see that . . . in South
Africa, if you are o freedom fighter you are o communist,
nothing else, even if you are fighting for your rights.

WARNINGS

The part which | think is not known outside is the period . .
when the (Prisons) Department, it appears. decided to (re-)
organise throughout South Africa; why I'm saying this (is
because in) ‘69 many of these warders they used to say to
us "You know we con see that you want to control this Rob-
ben Islond prison, and we are going to get you next year,
don’t you worry, we are going to get you next year." That
was in 1969. We used to ask them 'why, why next yeor'
and they said "MNo, don’t you worry, you are going to see.”
Well, of course, they were right, they were right.

December ‘70 o new group came in Robben Island. Hey,
I'm telling you, things changed, completely changed. There
wos an officer commaonding there, who is still there up to
now. You know, you don't have to be told about him you
con see the fellow walking alone at the badk, this is o
gangster . . . Whenever you speck with him there is noth-
ing he con discuss with you except shouting- You will say to

& Dr. Neville Alexander and 10 others were tried in April 1964 lor
participation in the “MNationol Liberotion Front.” Six were senten.
ced to 10 yeors imprisonment; the others to five yeors. In Novem-
ber 1964 Eddie Doniels wos charged under the Sobotoge Act ond
sentenced to 15 yeors:

i Michoel Dingoke was tried in May 1956 together with I. Heymann
for membership of the Communist Party ond procuring people lor
trajning for the African Notional Congress ond Umkonic we Sizwe.
He waos sentenced to 15 years imprisonment. He wos arrested in
Rhodesio ond handed over to the South Alrican police. He relu-
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sed to plead or toke port in the proceedings since he wos o
Botswono notional.

* Cameran Mbulelo Madikizela, oattorney, was sentenced 1o
18 months imprisonment in April 1949 for breaking his banning
order and fleeing South Alfrico.

" ¥es — what do you wont, hey?

" Mondelo wos enrolled for @ Un. of London correspondence
Course.



him ‘Excuse me colonel’: and the first thing 'Jo, wat soek
jy. hei?”™ You are placing your comploint or your request,
he is going to say ‘No, | don’t want; | am not going to give
you." Then you say, 'Look colonel, you see this thing is very
important and you are the only one | con discuss it with,”

And the next thing he is going to soy ‘Look, you're wosting

my time, you're wosting my time, there's nothing | con dis-
cuss with you, you are o prisoner.” Now . . . we were given,

know, so-called regulations . . . As o prisoner you are
not allowed to speck with another prisoner; you are not
allowed to whistle; if o warder gives instruction to you, you
should carry that instruction. Otherwise you are going to
be charged . . . And ofter thot . . . we were working at the
quarry, that was before lundch this doy, we saw o crowd of
warders, it was this colonel, captain, | mean, major, lieute-
nant, chief, head warder. We were working. We don't know
what haoppened, we're all colled. When we went nearer
them this fellow, the colonel, he issued instructions that we
should go bock into the yard. Then the lorry was called to
toke us back. When we arrived . . . we were all colled ond
then we were demoted. We asked why? becouse some of
us were Bs, some As, some Cs. Why? Then we were told,
we're not supposed to know . . . The next thing we were
told thot not o single person can speak on behalf of
another prisoner. That was a new thing to us.

DELEGATION

This new group (of staff) come in Robben Island on the
4th December, 1970, As I've soid to you, this is o group who
were organised by the department in order to deal with
the political prisoners in Robben Island. Deal with them
in the sense that they used to soy thot they are going to
discipline us becouse we are no longer prisoners what
they used to see, we are now controlling thot ploce. And

because we could see thaot atmosphere was now very tense,

we organised ourselves to send (o) delegation to the offi-
cer commanding. We sent 4 people, the nomes of these
people, it was Neville Alexander, Eddie Daniels, John
Pokela and Walter Sisulu, to explain our position to the
Officer Commanding. Now, the fellow who is the chief and
also he is o sort of o head of security in Robben Island,
Piet Fourie, this fellow is @ nasty somebody. You know,
he's a bully; everything there must come through him.

As o result of thot he's not popular among the other
warders. 50 we decided that, look, the best thing is to
approach this fellow ond he must moke on appointment
to see the Officer Commanding. Thot was done, and this
Officer Commanding is o sort of o person who is not pre-
pared to discuss anything with o prisoner. A prisoner to
him is nothing but o prisoner. He doesn't toke o prisoner
as o human being . . . One Sunday these four people were
called. Instead of sitting down and discussing the problems
with this colonel, he soid they must stoy outside and they
should come one by one. The first question he asked:
'who gave you the permission to represent the other priso-
ners? They tried to explain our problems to him and what
happened in the past . . . He was not prepared to listen
from these people.

DIARIES CONFISCATED

. . - The following day, which was Monday, the cells of
these people were roided . . . They got some minor things
like diories, they were told thot they were not supposed
to hove diaries, as prisoners, even though these diaries
they bought them in Robben Island . . . The next thing
which happened to them, they were demoted. Walter and
Alexonder, they were under group B. They were demoted
into D oand ot the some time their studies were token
away . . . If you are under D group you are not supposed
to study. In foct, whot we could see is thot aoll this question
of de-grad(ing) of the people there wos to toke oway the
studies . . . They put up the argument of saying ‘Look this

question of toking owoy our studies because we are Ds,
we can't understond it becouse ‘63, ‘64, when we opplied
for studies we were still under D's and were gronted this
permission or this privilege of studying. There woas no que-
stion of soying look you ore D's, therefore you are not
entitted of study’. Now the explonation which came from
this fellow (the Commanding Officer), was: ‘It was another
officer commonding ot that time. This is my period, there-
fore | om soying you are not going to study if you are D,
ond . . . this power | was given by the Minister of Justice,
Pelser, ond Brigodier Aucamp . . . if you remember lost
week Brigodier Aucomp, Minister of Justice Pelser, they
were here. They went to o place where you are working.
Even though you didn't see us, you know we were among
the bushes, we saw you not working. Then becouse of whot
the Minister of Justice soid, we should put you under D
group and toke oway the studies.

BITTEN BY DOGS

On the question of these people like Mandela, Sisulu, let
me say . . - The Rivonio group, treatment towards them was
not so bad compared to the other people. Now the point
| think was thot even though there was a sort of respect
towards them, ot the same time you could see that there
was o feor, or there is o feor becouse of the noise which
the world con moke about the treatment of these people - ..
Only now, when they decided, | mean the authorities, to
toke (owoy) their studies, they tried to put some excuses.
For instonce, they said to Mondela, he was not supposed
to study outside the country becouse of the law of this
country.” S0 he was given more or less a period up to
June 1971 to complete his studies. Now when he discussed
the motter with them, by saying look it isn't possible to
finish this year, then they tried to be harder then. (It) is this
new group . . .
On 6 March 1971 there was o hunger strike, which took six
days. This hunger strike was coused by this boy, Fourie.
People going to work, they were mode to move fost, sort
of running to go to work, and they were not prepared to
do this. Then on this particular morning, becouse there
ore dogs there, these police dogs, in Robben Island, they
!;t the dogs bite the people. Four people were bitten by
ogs . . .
After these people were bitten up by dogs the authorities
tried to bribe them by woy of giving them stoff jobs to
work in the reception (in order that) they keep quiet, not
to publish this. Two of them agreed and two refused. Again
there wos o fellow who wos beoten up by Fourie and his
gang. ). M. from Johannesburg . . . is serving 12 years.
He went to the coptoin ot the quarry, at the working
place, to put his comploint. He was stopped by these ordi-
nary worders ond he forced his way to the coptain. Then
he put his complaints. Late in the ofternoon, when they
come bodke, Fourie wotched M. When he entered the
gaotes . . . he wos taken down to the reception. He was
beaten up there thoroughly and from there he was token
to isolotion, was isoloted . . .
This Piet Fourie, he would say look I've been given instruc-
tions to beot you up by my senior, Brigodier Aucamp, and
| think even you, if you were in my position you would do
the some thing, if your senior says to you, you must do
this, youdo it. . .

ANOTHER HUNGER STRIKE

There wos o hunger strike which took 5 days, thot was the
hunger strike of 1966, March '66. And the type of food
which people are eating there, even though South African
government ot one stoge moke o public statement, deceive
the pepole outside by saying we are eating better food,
while we're eating these boiled mealies and porridge, and
raw . most of the time like carrots, beetroot, we
just toke it ond dump it aside, not eat it Now you see
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there, what they ore doing. in the morning they are giving
prisoners mealie idge, black coffee, soup, this pow-
der{ed) soup. The Coloureds ond Indions are getting two
ond o half ounces of sugor in the morning. Africons are
getting one ond o holf ounce- And lundchtime non-meat
days — when I'm saying non-meat days | mean Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays. And lundhtime they put beons
with stones in these mealies.

At one time o fellow by the nome of (nome withheld) went
to the outhorities to soy: ‘Look, we don’t mind you to cook
stones, but those stones must be cooked well." It's what
he said, thot was o joke. The food was cooked by prisoners,
but ot the some time the political prisoners were not
allowed to enter the kitchen. People who do the cocking
there are criminals, who were fighting with the authorities
there to beat up the political prisoners. Coloureds and
Indians at lunchtime, (hove) mealie rice, beans, a bit of veg.
Supper, thot's the evening food, Coloureds and Indions are
getting two slices of breod with fat or with jom, and blodk
coffee. Africans porridge and soup. And Alricans lundhtime,
non-meat days, ploin boiled mealies, just plain, with nothing
except phuzamoudla: it's o sort of powder, whitish, mixed
with water; | sow this thing for the first time in joil . . . it's
to drink . . . they are saying. you know. it's for keeping you
healthy . . . On the meot doys, two ounces, small pieces,
you con’t even give your cot, small pieces. Recently, | don't
know whether it was becouse of the surplus of eggs, non-
meat doys we were given eggs, one boiled egg per person,
non-meat days. But we were told that this thing is not going
to go an for o long time, it's only thot. you know, they con't
use eggs. No, we never got anything like fruit or milk, where
(are) you going to get milk there? 67 we got oranges, one
time, it was on o Soturday, just once, that was the end.
The question of changing of diet. Whenever we discussed
this question they soid yes, next month we are changing
this diet. Now it's ‘71, they were saying this from 1964,

PROVOCATIONS AND ASSAULTS

This fellow Piet Fourie, he is beoting up people. Now, his
tactic is that he will call @ person from his cell into the
reception. When you get there he is going to call o few
warders and close the door. Then they're going to give you
o good hiding in the reception. For no reason, of course.
The point is that, see, he will say you are cheeky. If then you
said ofter the beating up look | want to take this case up,
| want you to give me paper in order to write to my defence,
he will soy I'm not prepared to give you paper. Instead he’s
going to isolate you, you ore going to get 6 months isola-
tion. Not only that, toke the blankets out during the day,
you are inside the cell olone . . . At one stage they were
even taking the mats, you con stond on the cement the
whole day. We put up orguments: ‘Look, we want you to
show us these new regulations as you are saying you are
(obeying) new regulotions which says we con stoand on the
cement the whole day. We want to see those regulations.’
And then they didn't give us those regulations.

Now another thing which they were doing: they will
approach o prisoner by way of provoking him, immediately
after that they are going to . . . isolate him. Not all of the
prisoners in turn receive this treotment, not all of them. The
point was thot, they used to soy thot we are going to deal
with you by way of disziplining you. Toke for instance this
tellow van Skalkwyk. He would say some time “Look | want
to fill up your cells today by punishing people”. Then we
said what for? "Becouse you are in jaoil, you must feel,
that you are in jail.”

RAYMOND MHLABA

| may mention o few nomes of the people, especially in
isolation, or single cells as they call it. You know, Roymond
Mhlaba!! is sickly and normally he must see o doctor twice
a month. 5o there is o new doctor . . . Poleski. When this
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fellow came first he oppeared to be o reosonable somebody.
Whenever you discussed with him obout your illness but
you know os the time goes on he changed. So Roymond
Mhloba went to him one doy and explained his iliness,
and this fellow soid "Look man you're just wasting my time.
you're not sick, you're playing.’ Then Roymond said to him
‘Look do you think I'm here to look at your beoutiful face,
if you think I'm not sick, do you think | just come here?
Then the warders who are working in hospital decided 1o
charge Raymond. They didn't even go to court. He was
colled one doy from work, the van went to work and fetched
him. So he was instructed to take blanket to isolation cell.
When he asked why they said ‘well we don't know, we've
been told to toke you to isolation’. So he was isolated.
Six months. Everybody there is six months. And many in fact
like Pokela, John Pokela'?, (and others) just for nothing.

UNBROKEN MORALE

How did people cope with this kind of treatment which they
have hod over the years? Well, you know, | would say . . .
the freedom fighters, they would not core about this be-
couse they used to tell them by saying look you con do
anything, we are going to continue with our struggle in
this country, you are just wasting your time. They used to
foster this question of ‘Boss’ thot we should oddress them
a Boss. And we would soy you will never get that from us,
you shall never get thot. You know, ot one stage, if you
want to go to the lavatory, you must go to him and say
‘Boss, | want to go to the lavatory.' And we refused: we
would never say that. The question of boss does not exist
in our minds. (On the) question of friendship we had there:
in Robben Island there are Coloureds, there are Indians,
there are Africans. You know that among the Africans
there are so many tribes, Xhosas, Zulus, Tswonas, Shan-
goans, but if you go there and sit with these people you
can find that their friendship, their unity . . . you can't find
it anywhere outside Robben Island. Those people they con
use one spoon when they are eating. They can sleep to-
gether, not in this way which is being proctised among the
criminals: I'm not referring to that which is known o=
sodomy, no, not that one. You know, we used to say when
we sleep together (in groups) that (is) federation: federa-
tion is magabane; maqabane means comrodes. You'll find
thot five people sleeping together under that federation.
It one is not happy about something which you don't know,
it's the duty of another one to ask your comrades look man,
. . . mogabane, just like thot. Then he will tell you. Another
thing to show the unity among among these people — if
somebody who's got no money to buy soop (os we are
ollowed to buy soap, tobocco) our duty is to buy those
things at the end of the month and select the committee
which is going to cdntrol this purchasing toilets. You, you
are going to donote toothpaste, you toothbrush, you lux,
you tobocco, just like that, and these things are going to
be ‘collected in one ploce and divided . . . among these
people who have no money. Nobody con claim these hy
way of saying look this is my money, | woant to buy whot
| want to buy for my money. There is no such o thing. What
we are doing there, we are saying to the people = how much
do you write down. Just like that, all of us.

So thot alone shows the unity and the friendship among
the freedom fighters. They even say, these white warders in
Robben Island, whenever they want to divide us, they soy
you must forget about those, there's nothing you can get
from them. If you said who did this, all of us are going to

say we don't know. We're going to say we don't know and
it's finished.

! Roymond Mhloba is one of the Rivonia triol prisoners.

2 John Nyoti Pokelo, o former octing secretary general of the
Pon-Africonist Congress wos chorged under the Suppression of
Communism Act and sentenced to 13 years imprisonment. He soid
in court thot he hod been tricked ocross the Lesotho border to
South Africa by o police aogent.



INSIDE SOUTH AFRICA.

Saso Sets Tongues
Wagging

When the Block South African Stu-
dents’ Orgaonisation held its third an-
nual conference in Haommaonskraal re-
cently, almost every single newspaper
in the country carried news of the
event. At least four major papers de-
voted long editorials to it and Radio
South Africo made the election of its
new president o lead item on its eve-
ning news bulletin. Hundreds of co-
lumn-inches have been given over to
political commentators to analyse, cri-
ticise or attempt to understand the
phenominal growth of this organisa-
tion and its avowed policy of develo-
ping Black Consciousness among both
students and the Blad population as
a whole.

What lies behind the flurry of public
interest, not seen since the heydays
of the Congress campaigns in the de-
cade before the African National
Congress was banned in 19602

In its executive report, SASO itself gi-
ves the answer to this question:
“SAS0 has set tongues wagging be-
cause of its potential as a p-nhhcul
force”, states the report,

Formation of SASO

SAS0’s origins dote back to the for-
mation of a Black coucus at a Univer-
sity Christion Movement conference
in 1968, and its inougural conference
was held o yeor later at Turfloop. Al-
most from the outset SASO adopted
Black Consciousness as its philosophy.
Most Whites and many Bladks as well,
immediately bronded this outlook as

rascist. But the issue is far more com-
plicated.

The leadership of SAS0 has been at
pains to stress thot it does not be-
leive in approaching the problems of
our people with o negative antago-
nism to the Whites. In foct, it urges
Whites who genuinely believe in full
rights for all the peoples of South Af-
rica to work among their own people
ond convert them to their way of
thinking.

At no stage has SASO made an onti-
White statement. Specifically its aim
is National Consciousness of all the
oppressed peoples in the country.
Hence it embraces African, Indion and
Coloured so as to popularise its slo-
gon: “| am oppressed and therefore
Blodk."”

Clearly therefore, this is not a narrow

racist concept; it has the seeds to be-
come a genuinely patriotic concept.

MNot Whitdrown

SAS0 has mode it clear thot it has
not irrevocably withdrown from White
student organisations; it has with-
drown to recoup and build Bladk
strength as a prelude to a coming to-
gether of the two comps of equal
strength, each with its own special
contribution to maoke to the greater
whole.

An official SASO history traces the
birth and death of several pievious
Black student movements, and lists the
strength of the non-racial but largely
White controlled MNational Union of
South African Students (NUSAS) as
one of the reasons for their failure.
SASO’s policy manifeste specifically
states thaot it “occepts the premise
that before Bladk people should join
the open society, they should first
close their ranks to form themselves
into o solid group to oppose the deii-
nite racism meted out by White so-
ciety.

“"Blacks shuuld work out their direc-
tion clearly ond bargoin from
strength.”

While SASO concentrates on the
Block community, it believes NUSAS
should strive to remodel White thin-
king. Its long term thinking is already
meeting with some success.

Soul Searching

NUSAS, in its executive ;epu: submit-
ted to its annual conference kold soon
ofter SASO's own conference, stotes:
“The emergence of SASO haos caused
real soul-searching in NUSAS and the
events sparked off by the demonstro-
tions ot 5t George's Cothedral in
June are reflective of a new mood to
keep preaching to White society.

“It is a difficult task, but it is unfor-
tunately the only one thot will deter-
mine the future of South Africa.” The
Rand Deoily Moil, whose reporters
were barred from covering SAS0O's
Hommanskraol conference, becouse

its reports of student deliberaticms
used the term “non-White”, despite
warnings from the students to desist
from doing so, has now decided to
change and use the term Block instead
of non-White as demanded by SASO,
when referring to African, Indion and
Coloured people. (“non-White” s
SASO’s label for sell-outs and colla-
borators).

Broader Social Role

SA50's membership stonds ot about
4000, mostly made up of students affi-
liated through their university S.R.C's
although it includes members of local
or non-campus braonches in the main
towns. Its membership at Teadher
Training Celleges aond some High
Schools is growing- Local Branches are
significant: they are evidence of
SASQO's commitment to the Bladk com.
munity at large. Their voting power in
executive elections indicate the impor-
tance 5A50 ottoches to them - with
100 members the Reef Branch has
three votes, while Turfloop with 1300
has only seven.

To make concrete its allegionce to the
community, SAS0 has organised a se-
ries of student-led projects warying
from literary programmes to preventive
medicine campaigns. The executive re-
port submitted to the conference is
o measure of the seriousness with
which SASO is taking its work. It is
not content with mere paper projects
and frankly odmits to failures.

“It is to our regret that we report that
our field work projects leave mudh to
be desired. As yet we cannot claim
one completely satisfactory project,” it
stotes.

SASO’s impoct on the Block populo-
tion ot laorge hos been dromatic. A
new national movement — The Bloack
People’s Convention was formed in
July this year. More on this later. Let
us here conclude with the aftermath
of the recent student strikes reported
in recent issues of Sechaba.

® SASO NATIONAL ORGANISER,
Harry Nengwekhulu, 26-year old B.A.
graduate, wos orrested ot his office
by Security Police and token to the
“Bontu” Commissioner's Court ond
charged under Section 29 of the
“Bantu” (Urboan Areas) Consclidation
Act as on "idle and undesirable
Bantu”. At the time of going to press
he was out on bail ofter having spent
a night ot Gestopo heodquoters -
John Vorster Square - ond most of
the following doy in Modder B. Prison.
® THE CHAIRMAN of the recently-
formed Council of Presidents of Block
Students Representoiive Councils is
one of four students suspended by
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the (Indian)University of Durban-West-
ville.

Another student was notified he would
not be ollowed to write his examino-
tions at the end of this year ond was
disollowed posses in four papers he
wrote in June shortly after the end of
the students unrest. He is not ollo-
wed on the compus.

Most of the students from the univer-
sity who took port in the strike retur-
ned to the compus only ofter being
persuaded to do so by a Parents’
Committee which negotioted with the
university outhorities.

In o signed settlement ot the time it
was agreed that aoll the circumstances
which coused the unrest would be
examined jointly by the university ou-
thorities and the porents commitiee;
thot the S.R.C. constitution would be
examined and amended and that the
university outhorities would toke no
disciplinary oction against students
who returned to lectures.

The four students are: Mr. Mannie
Jacob, Chairman of the Council of
Presidents and Mr. Jay Soni (both in
their final year), Mr. Allen Jeffries, a
third-year Pharmacy student and Mr.
B. Marie, o first-year Arts student
Over 200 students protested ofter the
four hod been summoned to the rec-
tor's office.

At the time of writing o hearing be-
fore the disciplinary committee had
been set down.

® AN EIGHT-MEMBER commission
of inquiry into the recent disturbances
at the University of Fort Hare in the
Eastern Cope hos been established.
The commission will comprise of four
members of the university council, four
of the university advisory council and
two students representotives.

The commission’'s terms of reference
ore to look into couses of student un-
rest ot the university ond to recom-
mend woys by which it could be ob-
viated. The university outhorities have
decided that no student will be victi-
mi:-:d for his participation in the
strike.

@ 500 STUDENTS at the (Coloured)
University of Western Cape unani-
mously adopted a motion condemning
a decision by the authorities not to re-
admit six students - two females and
four males — to the hostel becouse of
hostel disturbances during the recent
student unrest. The motion adopted
read: “Students ot the University of
the Western Cape, note with unquali-
fied disgust the expulsion of six stu-
dents from the hostel without ony
reasons being given, and the similo-
rity in the pottern employed in ithe
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expulsion of these students ond the
expulsion of the entire student body
at the University of the North and
other Blaock institutions of higher lear-

ning.”
¥ *x ¥ X X

Black People’s
Convention

A new South African political move-
ment was born in Maritzburg recently.
Ahlter o three-day convention at the
Edendale Ecumenical Centre, the
Block People’s Convention came into
being. It was ottended by more than
100 Africans, Coloured ond Indians
from oll ports of the country.

The mondate for the convention was
given ot o meeting held ot Orlando,
Johannesburg, in December last yeor.
The elected public relations officer,
Mr. Soth Cooper who is olso o leader
of SASO, soid: “This meeting is mo-
tivated by the concern we feel at the
lack of any political movement in this
country whidh odequotely expresses
ond works for our needs as Blodk
people.

“The only Block people’s paorties in
existence are those working within the
apartheid system in the Homelonds or
other Government structures such as
the Coloured Peoples’ Representotive
Coundil.

“The existing institutions frustrote the
aspirations of the Block mon, and mis-
direct his political energies becouse
they are the creation of a White Go-
vernment The object of the conven-
tion which is only open to Block mem-
bers, is to unite South African Blacks
into o Block political organisation
which would seek to realise their li-
beration and emancipation from botn

psychologicol and physical oppression.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Owing to unforseen techni-

Press, we regret to announce-
ment that the November
issue will not be published.
The December issue, how-

ever, will be a double num-
ber.

“The Convention will operate outside
the White Government created sy-
stems, structures ond institutions and
will not seek election into these.

In defending the need to found a new
political movement the Convention's
preamble to its aims stotes thot:

* Bladck people in South Africa have
unique needs, aspirations, ideals.
difficulties and problems;

* It is an inclienable birthright of
any community to orgoanise itself
intoc a political movement for the
effective tronslation of its needs,
aspirations, ideals and goals into
reality;

* It is necessary and essential for
Blocks in South Africa to unite
themselves inte a political move-
ment if their needs, aspirations,
ideals aond goals are to be reali-
sed.

It goes on to state thot Black political
movements are the only medio
“through which our liberation ond
emancipation can be effected aond
realised.”

Mr. Cooper said the principles
aims of the Convention were:

¥ To unite and solidify the Blodk
people of South Africo with o view
to liberating ond emancipating
them from both psychological and
physicol oppression;

¥ To preach, popularise and imple-
ment the philosophy of Blacdk Con-
ciousness ond Blodk solidarity;

* To formulate ond implement an
educational policy by Blodcks fFor
Blocks;

* To create and maintoin an egali-
tarian society where justice is me-
ted equally to all;

* to formulote, opply ond implement
the principles ond philosophy of
Block communalism - the phile-
sophy of sharing;

* To creote and maintain an equit-
able economic system based on
the principle and philosophy of
Black communalism;

¥ To co-operate with existing agen-
cies to reorientote the theologicol
system to the needs, aspirations,
ideals ond goals of the Block

people.

The first executive committee of the
Convention will be elected at o sche-
duled congress later this year. In the
meantime g six-man interim committee
hos been set up consisting of: The Rev.
Mayatila, President, Mr. M.N, Sheii,
Vice-President, Mr. Droke Koko, Se-
cretory-General, all of Johannesburg
and, Mr. M.A. Dhlamini, National Or-
niser and Mr. Saths Cooper, Public
ations Officer from Natal.

and
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- fﬁaws From | Jde South Africa Show ...

. COLORED PEOPLE
IN RENEWED REJECTION

P

You sense it as you stroll through the Coloured areas of
Caope Town. Places like District Six, which has been declo-
red White but still has 35,000 Coloureds living there ...
Athlone, Windermere. A tension so taut you wonder it
doesn't snap.

OF APARTHEID

The Coloureds are fed-up with the Whites. Disenchanted,
resentful. Yes even contemptuos. You don't have to be told.
You can see it in their eyes; in their facial expressions.
They don't have to spit. They don't have to speak. It's all
there, in the face.
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This is the woy o South African news-
poperman described the otmosphere
when he visited Coloured: oreas re-
cently. It is by no means the opinion
of o single observer. Daily the news-
papers of South Africa report the rise
of Coloured reaction to white supre-
macy, which after many generations,
has culminated in the extremism of
apartheid, in the futility of sham poli-
tical rights, in forced removals and
declining economic status, deteriora-
ting social conditions and the hypo-
crisy of so-caolled “moderaote” Whites.
Gone are the days when the Colou-
reds, descendonts of sloves, local and
imported, and ravenous slave-owners,
might have been seen as a cut above
the rest of the oppressed becouse
they hod some White blood ond hod
a few privileges, cast ot them like left-
overs from the white masters table.

Says o pale-skinned, grey-eyed young
Coloured teacher: “The mood of the
younger generation is anti-White, not
merely anti-Government or anti-Afri-
kaner".

Against the badkground of the ruling
National Party government’s determi-
nation to implement apoartheid; their
blinrkered arguments over whether or
not Coloured people should hove o
“homelond” of their own, ond the
nail-chewing onxiety of the other ro-
cist United Party over the impending
loss of the two-million-strong mixed-
descent population as allies in the
front of "“Western civilisation” ogainst
the indigenous African populotion and
“communism”, the growing resent-
ment of the Coloured people to the
dictatorship which is today being meo-
sured in terms of increased desire for
unity and solidarity with their fellows
in oppression the Africans and In-
dians.

SOLIDARITY

When students ot the "Coloured”
University College of the Western
Cape wolked out in solidarity with the
expelled students ol the Africon Uni-
versity ot Turfloop, it was seen by
many as a new ond significant deve-
lopment in the present-doy gathering
of forces of Blodks agaoinst rocist do-
mination.

In truth, demonstrations of solidarity
of the Coloured people with Africans
is nothing new. The history of the
Black people’s struggle ogainst op-
pression is punctuoted with nume-
rous exomples of united effort on the
part of all oppressed groups. It is
also significont thot many sudh de-
monstrations hove ossumed o signifi-
cant class charocter and it hos olways
been Coloured workers in the main

20

who hove demonstrated their solidarity
in the fight for national recognition of
the Block people, under the leadership
of the Congress movement: for ex-
omple, the widespreaod strike by Co-
loured workers in connection with the
estoblishment of the white Republic in
1961 in unity with the Africon people.
Thus today. even in the absence of

the Congress ollionce in the public’

protests of the people many of the
demands mode emerge from its tro-
ditions and political influence and
leadership of the oppressed.

The reawokened opposition must also
be seen ogainst the bodkground of
deteriorating sociel ond economic
conditions and the continued treat-
ment of Coloureds os second-closs ci-
tizens-

For exomple, vorious South African
newspopers report:

Whites are free to gowk at the people
living in Coloured areas. No permit is
needed to see the slums of Western
Coloured Township, .the loundry hung
tenements of MNewclare, the “'nice”
houses of Bosmont Riverlea, or the
nasty blocks in “Zombie-town"'.
Overcrowding means three families in
three bedrooms in Bosmont, four fo-
milies in three bedrooms in Corona-
tionville and 2 man in o bodyord
shed: seven, eight or 10 people in the
mostly two-bedroomed sub-economic
houses of Riverlea Extention, or Zom-
bie-town becouse of the dongers ol
the night

Mr. 5. is o painter earning R48 o
week. Home for his family, nine olto-
gether, is o classroom in o squaolid
disused church-school building. There
are 44 people living. rent-free, in the
building, with no woter and no sani-
totion = but for a tap and o toilet oc-
ross the road.

There are still Coloured fomilies in the
Cope ond in Johannesburg who call
o shock mode from cardboard cartons
“home".

In the factories, lorge numbers of Co-
loured workers earn the some low
wages as Africans.

At the level of office employment in
commerce and industry, there are mor-
ked differences between the wages of
Coloureds and Whites.

PROTESTS

In present-day political terms reac-
tion to continued humiliotion under
aportheid oppears to range from for-
mal protests within the institutions of
apartheid created for the Coloureds to
a move towards the embracing of the
newly-created Block Peoples Conven-
tion.

In the Coloured Representative Coun-
cil, even the once squarely pro-aport-

heid Federal Party of Tom Swartz hos
been forced by the situation to growl
ot its maosters. -

“The Coloured people were dissillu-
sioned with the representative council.
It looks as though the Whites want the
best of both worlds,” he said in April.
“They wont separation as well as per-
monent domination over the Colou-
reds'".

A Federal Party resolution attempted
to challenge government policy: " ..
as such, the present policy of parallel
development can only be seen as o
means towards the ochievement of full
political, and social rights.”

“"Without o separate homelond and
the possibility of eventual indepen-
dence, South Africo's Coloureds con
only achieve ‘full political, civic and so-
cial rights’ in an integroted society”.
The other "Party” in the "“Coloured
Parliament”, the Labour Party led by
Sonny Leon, has oft-times voiced pro-
test against the government's aport-
heid policy. Relegated, by orbitrory
government decree, to the "opposi-
tion” benches in the CRC although
they hod gained o majority in 1969
“elections”, the Labour Party has been
ottocking opartheid time ond ogain.
But apart from the formalities of the
CRC “debates” and statements in the
press, the Labour Party has also been
compelled to “go to the people” with
threats of public campaigning against
the administration of apartheid, mainly
in the economic field.

Mr. Leon said earlier this year: “"There
is o very sophisticated group of Co-
loured, Indian and Africans travelling
and spending in South Africa. They
should be afforded the some facilities
as the White public.

“We will moke approaches to compo-
nies to give them a chonce to get
things done. If there are no results,
we will lounch o boycott against
them. This will apply to ploces wher-
ever our people are spending money
and proper facilities are not provi-
ded.”

BANNING

When in May the Vorster government
mode o tentative move agoinst the
Laobour Party by banning its leader in
the Natal Province, Mr. Dempsey Noel,
the porty's executive immediotely sto-
ted, “orbitrary banning by the State
denies people the democratic right to
defend themselves before the courts
of justice. We strongly protest against
this system. Not only the Labour Party
but all democratic and freedom lo-
ving peoples of our country view this
iniquitous bonning os a further os-

. sault on the personal liberty of per-

sons whose only crime, if it is a crime,



is to expose the unjust system of ra-
cial discrimination and racial subjec-
tion carried out against the voiceless
majority of the people.” The party con-
firmed that Mr. Noel had been plan-
ning their camapaign against "petty
apartheid” when he was banned for
five years.

Even the smaller parties which hod
once tried to climb onto the apartheid
bandwagon have changed their tone,
even though they still tend to cling to
the illusion that the CRC will serve as
a gangway to the promised land. Pre-
paring for a by-election in June, the
MNational Coloured People’s Party said
they were "prepared to work within
the framework of the government’s
policy in the past,” but they will fight
this election on o rejection of apart-
heid as “impractical, unjust and un-
Christian. We want to moke it clear
that this is our stand,” said Mr. Mac-
Bain-Charles, party secretary. “We de-
mand full citizenship for all South Af-
ricans."”

Time wos when the Congresses were
viewed os "dangerous bediellows”
and Congresse slogans “extremist”
by those who today lead these parties
in the CRC. The arrest and banning
of Coloured miltants, to say nothing
of Africans, went by with hardly a
word from this section. So it appears
that developing circumstances are
now bringing about the acceptance
within these ronks that the basis of
the democratic struggle demonds free-
dom not only for Coloureds but for all
oppressed groups.

In April a call went out from the La-
bour Party “for the immediate release
of all political prisoners and those
held under house arrest.” The East
London conference felt that “these
people haod not committed any off-
ence but that they spoke up for the
rights of the underprivileged.”

At "unity talks”, first of all involving
Coloured CRC groupings, held at Kim-
berley in June by representatives of
these parties, o resolution wos adop-
ted reiterating "“the view that all ci-
tizens should enjoy full citizenship
rights and that this meeting, repre-
sentative of Coloured opinion, stresses
the urgency of ottainment of Hull
rights for all the oppressed people of
South Africo.”

BLACK AWARENESS

But calling a plague on all these hou-
ses, other Coloured opinion is embar-
king on whaot newspopers describe as
“from slove mentaolity to Black oware-
ness.” This involves the rejection thot
everything the Whites have set up for
the Coloureds, e. g. such institutions
as the CRC, and “o new mood in Co-
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loured politics,” monifested in the slo-
gon of "Black Consciousness.”
According to o0 commentator writing
from Cope Town: "'The use of the
term ‘Bladk’ to describe Coloured and
Indians is by no means general yet,
but until o few years ago it was al-
most unheard of, for either of these
two population groups voluntarily to
label themselves as ‘Bladck’. The use
of the common term ‘Black’ implies
they are all in the soame boot.” Ac-
cording to the same commentator,
“The philosophy of 'Black Conscious-
ness is that contoct and co-operation
with Whites, any Whites, blunts the
edge of the bladck struggle. One mani-
festation of Black Consciousness was
the formation of the Blodk People's
Convention in Natal. It will ‘operote
outside the white Government-created
systems, structures and institutions’
and ‘preach, popularise and imple-
ment the philosophy of Bladk Con-
sciousness and Blodk Solidarity.””
Another writer says, "Clearly o simi-
lar process of self-realisation is ot pre-
sent ot work in the African, Coloured
and Indian communities in South Af-
rica.”

“What we care about”, soid the poet-

philosopher Adam 35mall, o leading
coloured intellectual in Cape Town,
“is understonding ourselves and in the
course of this task helping Whites to
understand themselves.”

The Johannesburg Sundoy Times sto-
ted in April:

“The emergence of the Block Powe:
movement among the Coloured people
is threotening to destroy the inter-raoce
ocodemic movement started ot the
Grobouw conference lost October by
leading Afrikaner and Coloured busi-
nessmen ... What is even more signi-
ficant is thaot the Coloureds who part-
ticipated in the original Grobouw ven-
ture have been forced to reconsider
their own position in this Afrikoner-
Coloured diclogue movement. At the
Grobouw conference most of them di-
sturbed mony of the Afrikoners pre-
sent with their bitterness, outspoken-
ness, uncompromising attitude ond
deep suspicion about the motives of
the Notionalist Government and its
policies. Nonetheless, in spite of their
militant attitude, they have been bron-
ded by the majority of the Coloured
elite in academic circles, the profes-
sions and in business as ‘sell-outs’ to
the Whites. These Coloured regard
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coillaboration with Whites in any form
os ‘tieason’. There is o growing feeling
among them thot co-operotion with
Whites is senseless, and thot their fu-
ture lies in themselves. They do not
primarily think in terms of "Brown Po-
wer  but olign themselves with all
‘non-Whites' who suffer from ‘White
suppression. *. . Since his return from
the United Stotes last year, Mr. Smaoll
previously an advocate of White-non-
White contact-has been o strong sup-
porter of o 'Black Power Coloured mo-
vement, in close co-operation with the
Blacks. He hos now rejected any form
of co-operation with Whites, and be-
lieves thot the Coloured people must
ottoin their goals under their own
steam. The serious aspect of this
Black Power movement is that it is di-
rected primarily against the Afrikaner,
who symbolises the Government and
its opartheid policies. Among the Co-
loured elite groups the use of Afri-
koons is no longer toleroted. Peopie
who have grown up with Afrikoons aos
their mother tongue are now using
English and sending their children to
English schools-otherwise they will be
completely ostrocised by their own
fiiends.”

This report goes on to say thot, “this
iapidly-growing movement among the
Coloureds could have important poli-
tical repercussions. There is no doubt
that the leadership of both the Natio-
nalist ond United Parties are compe-
letely unoware of its extent. Their pre-
sent outdated Coloured policies clear-
ly reflect the shollowness of their po-
litical knowledge of the Coloured
community. Furthermore, this develop-
ment is bound to have a profound
eftect on the Coloured political parties
themselves.”

ANC PROGRAMME

It is not possible to judge this ottitude
among Coloured, African and Indian
people without considering the baock-
ground of increased arrogance on the
part of the White rocists, the wide-
spread social and economic calama-
ties caused by oportheid in all its
formz, the “helplessness” (as o SAS0O
leader put it) of any White opponents
of the system, as well as the difficul-
ties of working effectively foced by the
illegal underground Congress move-
ment with their far more positive re-
volutionary programme.

The trend of “Block Consciousness”
fills o temporary vacuum left by the
outlowing of the militont organiso-
tions, but whot it claims to involve
smacks of pessimism as well, It views
South Africa only in terms of Blacks
versus Whites in the Republic. No-
where in the utteronces of Bladk Con-
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sciousness does one find any view ol
the national liberaotion movement in
terms of world-wide considerations, as
on element of the world revolutionary
process which must inevitably contri-
bute to the situotion in South Africa.
As the programme of the ANC says:
“The struggle of the oppressed people
of South Africo is taking ploce within
on international context of tronsition
to the Socialist system, of the break-
down of the colonial system as the re-
sult of the national liberation and so-
cialist revolutions, and the fight for so-
cial ond economic progress by the
people of the whole world.

“While the national charocter of our
struggle dominotes our approach, it
is o national struggle which is toking
place in o different era and in a dif-
ferent context from those which cha-
rocterised the early struggles against
colonialism. It is hoppening in o new
kind of world-a world which is no lon-
ger monopolised by the imperialist sy-
stem and a significant sector of newly
liberoted areas has altered the bao-
lance of forces ... Thus our nationo-
lism must not be confused with the
narrow nationalism or dhouvinism of
a previous epoch.

“We foce what is by and large a uni-
ted ond confident enemy which octs
in allionce with, and is strengthened
by world imperialism. All significant
sections of the White political move-
ment are in brood agreement on the
question of defeoting our liberotion
struggle. This confontration on the li-
nes ol colour - at least in the early
stoges of the conflict - is not of our
choosing; it is of the enemy's making
« « . Nevertheless soys the ANC pro-
gramme, "'Nor must we ever be slow
to toke odvantoges of differences and
divisions which our successes will ine-
vitably spark off to isolate the most
vociferous, the most uncompromising
and the most reactionary elements
amongst the Whites. Our policy must
continually stress in the future (os it
has in the past) thot there is room in
South Africa for all who live in it but
only on the basis of obsolute demo-
cracy.”’

But, “"the national sense of grievance
is the most potent revolutionary force
which must be harnessed. To blunt it
in the interests of abstroct concepts
of internationalism is, in the long run,
doing neither o service to the revolu-
tion nor to internationalism. In the
last resort it is only the success of the
national democratic revolution whidh,
by destroying the existing social and
economic relationships, will bring
with it o correction of the historical in-
justices perpetroted ogoinst the indi-
genous majority” and all oppressed
people in South Africo.

Chief Albert John Mvumbi Lutuli
(1898-1967)

A dromatic and turbulent peried of
recent South Africon history was evo-
ked in o tiny churchyard in Groutville,
Notal, on July 23, the fifth anniversary
of the deoth of Chief Lutuli, President
General of the African National Con-
gress,

There. in the groveyord. o memonal
tombstone in honour of the man many
- both friend ond foe - regarded as
one of South Africa's grotest leaders,
wos unveiled by his wife Mrs. Noku-
kanya Lutuli.

Winner of the Nobel Peoce Prize in
1960 ond a vigourous and uncompro-
mising freedom fighter, Chief Lutuli's
many messoges for South Africans ol
all races lives on in the memories of
countless thousands of South Africans.
(A selection of speeches by Chief Lu-
tuli are published in our South African
Studies Series and may be obtained
from our offices at a cost of 15P $0.50).

There was no standing room in tne
small church where the Chief had
worshipped and in which his body lay
in stote five years ogo ofter his death.
More thon 600 people packed the
church and more than 7000 others li-
stened to speeches being reloyed by
loudspeakers outside.

The block. green and gold flag of the
ANC which wos lost used publicly
at the funeral of Chief Lutuli was held
by men dressed in the khaki uniforms
of the banned African National Con-
gress next to the pulpit

It was brought inte the hall by o
group of men and women dressed in
ANC uniforms singing “"Mayibuye -
Afrika,” (Come Badk Alfrica), a song
made famous by Chief Lutuli. There



South Africa ond the World Remembers a Great Man . . .

lll'llll

were cries of "Africal” “"Uburul"” and
“"Kwachal" (Freedoml)

The scene was an occassion for the
most emotional display of African no-
tionalism since the heyday of the ANC
in the 1950's.

People from every wolk of life, both
Black and White stood shoulder to
shoulder to honour, as one speaker
put it, the 'Hero of Africa”, and wo-
men wept bitterley. Born in Rhodesia
in 1898 of missionary parents, Chief
Lutuli moved to the Stanger district in
Natal with his family in 1906,

His political career began in earnest
in 1946 when he joined the Natol
Branch of the African National Con-
gress.

President General

Six years later, in 1952, he was de-
posed from his Chieftainship after par-
ticipating in the Defionce of Unjust
Laws Compaign orgonised by the
ANC. Later the saome year he wos
elected President General of the Con-
gress.

As President General, Chief Lutuli be-
came known throughout the world as
the champion of the exploited ond
oppressed in South Africo.

In 1956, he wos arrested ond charged
with 155 other Congressmen and wo-
men with high treason. After a mo-
rothon four = year triol he and all his
collegues were oacquitted. Early in
1959, he was fine £100 for burning his
pass ot the start of the AN.C.'s anti-
pass compaign. It is this compaoign

which led to the dreadful shootings ot
Sharpeville the following yeaor.

In the same year he made o series of
tours of the country, speaking to huge

multiracial oudiences and receiving
tumultuous welcomes wherever he
went.

After @ march in Caope Town, he was
served ‘with a five-year banning order,
confining him to his home village,
Groutville and prohibiting him from
aottending ony gotherings. The order
was renewed in 1964 for another flive

years. Until his death, allegedly in o
train occident, in 1967, Chief Lutuli
lived under the some restrictions thaot
now besets many of his followers.

The World Mourns

Hundreds of messoges of sympaothy
have been received from all over the
world by the African National Con-
gress, the Lutuli fomily and the Lu-
tuli Foundation in London. These vary
from Heads of Stotes to ordinary ad-
mirers of the Chief.

Meetings to mark the occassion were
held in Tanzanio, Zombie and London.
At the London meeting, organised
jointly by the ANC ond the Lutuli
Foundation, the dhief speaker, Mr.
George Mbele, who served as Natal
organiser under Chief Lutuli from 1952
and only recently released from pii-
son, soid: “Like the rest of us South
Africans present here, Lutuli was the
product of the South African situation,
and his greatness as a politician caa-
not be divorced from the greatness of
the ANC of which he was o port or
from his collegues, some of whom
have been haonged and others still
languishing in the prisons of our ene-
mies; men and women who associaled
themselves fully with the ANC and
assisted Lutuli in building this organi-
sation ond making it a truly mass no-
tional movement; men and women
with whom Lutuli constituted the col-
lective leadership of the ANC.”

Volunteers in wnilorm ot the ceremony
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The ANC Receives a Gift
From an Old Stalwart . ..

MRS.REBECCA

BUNTING

The African National Congress grate-
fully ocknowledges a gift of £1000 from
the estote of the late Rebecco Bun-
ting, o foundation member of the
South African Communist Party and o
loyal supporter of the African Nationai
Congress.

In o letter enclosing a cheque for tnis
amount to the ANC Mr. Brian Bun.
ting one of the executors of the estate
states: "My mother, Rebecca Bunting,
expressed the wish in her will thct
part of her estote should be devoted
to some suitable couse connected
with the liberation of the oppressed
people of South Africa.

“She left the final decision to he:
executors who, taking all the circum-
stonces into account, have decided
that the bequest should be given to
the African National Congress. | ac-
cordingly enclose a cheque for £1000.
The bequest is subject to no condi-
tions ...

“l| would be grateful if in due course
you let me have o receipt which |
could show to the executors. It may be
possible to utilise this sum of money
as a start of an appeal to the many
people who knew her and would like
to honour her memory by adding to
the contribution she has made.”

The money has been deposited in o
trust account pending o decision as

to how it should be used.



