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Fighting Talk + Fighting Talk

The following is the full text of a letter
addressed to the Chairman of the
Council of Ministers of the Organisa-
tion of African Unity Meeting at its
24th session recently. Copies of the let-
ter written by Secretary-General of the
ANC, Alfred Nzo, were sent to the Ad-
ministrative Secretary and heads of all
delegotions paorticipating in the meet-
ing

Reports of visits by various delegations
from some independent African coun-
tries to South Africa and those of re-
presentatives of the fascist Apartheid
regime, including its prime minister,
to certain independent African coun-
tries hove become too frequent to be
ignored. In the interests of revolutio-
nary African solidarity, the African Na-
tional Congress, representing millions
of oppressed people of South Africa,
considers it its inescapable obligation
and duty to draow the attention of the
current Session of the OAU Council of
Ministers to these developments.

Whilst it is not our intention to enume-
rate the growing number of African
countries that have to dote sent their
delegations to South Africa, nor those
that have been visited by the represen-
tatives of the foscist regime, we feel
however, that it is necessary to point
out that the information media of the
Western imperialist countries, espe-
cially those of the South African re-
gime, have ottributed the absence of
the delegation from the Central Afri-
con Republic from the current Session
of the OAU Council of Ministers to the
foct that a high level delegation from
this sister Republic is ot the very mo-
ment poying o “goodwill visit" to
South Africa.

You will certainly agree, dear brother,
thot these negotive developments, tak-
ing ploce so soon after the events of
the recent 20th Session of the UN Ge-
neral Assembly which forcefully high-
lighted the international isolation of
the fascist regime of South Africa, must
give cause for serious concern.

It is common knowledge that the main
contributory factor to the high prestige
of the Organisation of Africon Unity in
the sphere of international politics has
been its commendable ability hitherto
to odopt o common united approach
to all problems thot aoffect the vital
interests of not only the African peoples
but also of mankind in general. This
united African ch has wvastly
contributed to the success of the Afri-
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con Liberaotion Movements in mobilis-
ing democratic world public opinion
behind the just and heroic struggles of
their peoples. This factor has also con-
tributed to the maintenance of the
combat morale of the fighting peoples
in the colonially and racially domina-
ted African countries ot a very high
level indeed. '

One other example is growing Afro-
Arab unity. The isclation of aggressive
Israell circs has been growing from
the time of the imperialist-inspired
Isroeli oggression against the Arab
Republic of Egypt, Syrda and Jordan in
June, 1967, The high woter-mark of this
development was reached in the woke
of the October 1973 lsraeli aggression
which ended up in @ resounding de-
feat of the aggressive Israeli state, The
solidarity of the independent African
countries with their beleaguered Arab
brothers in the wake of the October
war which was marked by concerted
united oction of the Member States of
the Organisation of African Unity, is o
matter of an indellible historical re-
cord. One African country after an-
other broke off diplomatic relotions
with lsroel until @ stoge was reached
when the diplomatic isolation of Isroel
on the African Continent was complete.
It must be emphasized that this has
been a mortal blow, not only to Israel
but also to reactionary imperialist
circles as well, whose aim has alwoys
been to bolster the aggressive lsraell
state against the Arab and African Li-
beration Movements.

Total Rejection

We need hardly emphasize, dear bro-
ther, that the monolithic unity of the
Organisation of African Unity haos
always been a source of deep worry
for internctional imperialism and its
aggressive circles, They cannot recon-
cile themsalves to the foct that procti-
cally no important internotional issue
can be decided without the stamp of
this prestigious Continental organisa-
tion of African peoples.

The history of numerous attempts by
imperialist forces and their reactionary
placeman on the Africon Continent
whose aims have been to disunite and
disintegrate the Organisation of Afri-
can Unity is too wellknown to be re-
counted here.

It must be pointed out that the ruling
circles of the Apartheid South African
regime have been particularly octive in
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this fleld confronted as they have al-
woys been by the impregnable wall
of total African rejection of their cri-
minal Apartheid policies. As is well
known, manoeuvres concocted under
the froudulent “outward locking po-
ey, “the diclogue policy”, "bridge-
building policies”, etc, etc., have in the
past achieved litle or no success for
the rocist regime. South Africa remai-
ned isolated as ever as was observed
at the last session of the UN General
Assembly under the Presidency of the
illustrious son of Africa, Brother Abde-
laziz Bouteflika, Foreign Minister of the
Democratic Peoples’ Republic of Alge-
ria.

It is, of course, true that, panic-stricken
over the revolutionary developments in
Southern Africa which the fascist re-
gime ond its supporters were inca-
pable of stopping, Jlohannes Vorster
and some of the Chieftains of Apart-
heid have lately mode statements de-
signed to hood-wink world public opi-
nion |nto occepting the possibility of
progressive changes inside South
Africa. Accompanying these state-
ments, Vorster has been intensifying
the regime's efforts of clothing the
reactionary Bantuston policies with o
certain amount of respectability. The
recent meetings between Vorster and
the Bantustan puppet chiefs, and olso
leaders of the puppet councils of the
Coloured aond Indion communities
were designed to achieve just that.

The counter-revolutionary aims of Vor-
ster's Bantustan progromme are direc-
ted aot, inter alio:-

® placating both notional and inter-
national public opinian;

® jsolating the Liberation Movement;
® |egaolising the balkanisation of our
eountry through recognitoin of tribal
so-called states and consequently
“"vietnamising'' the problem ond divid-
ing the Organisation of African Unity.

The cppressed people of South Africo
will at no stage be duped into accept-
ing these monouvres becouse from
their own bitter experience, they know
that despite Vorster's "broad smiles’,
the real face of fascism has net chan-
ged but that these “smiles” are inten-
ded to perpetuate the oppressive re-
gime. '
Hundreds of the best sons and dough-
ters of South Africa are still languish-
ing in prisons as political prisoners.
We demand their unconditional re-
lease.

There are daily arrests of hundreds
others under the pass laws and other
discriminatory lows designed speciolly
for the African people.

According to the regime's own sub-
missions, it has been revealed thot no
less than ten and a half million Afri-

cans had been arrested under the
pass laws in the last 25 years up to
the end of 1973. In 1973 olone over
500,000 Africans were arrested and
these figures include women, old men
and the cream of African youth, both
men and women. Of course, the cost
in terms of human misery and suffer-
ing is incalculable.

(See also '"The Scourge of the Pass
Laws" later in this issue — Ed.)

Freedom Charter

The Bantustan policies have oggra-
vated rather than  solved the
question of acute land hunger of the
African people; tortures of those arres-
ted under political |egislation continue.
These are revealed every time the vic-
tims are finolly brought before the
courts of low.

It is impossible, dear brother, to ex-
pect any pregressive changes within
the context of ond under the umbrella
of the Apartheid system. Meaningful
democratic changes can only be
brought about under majority African
rule and within the context of the re-
volutionary programme of the Natio-
nal Liberation Movement — the FREE-
DOM CHARTER. Acceptance of any
other "solution” proposed by our ene-
mies, such os the Bantuston scheme,
is tantamount to o gross betrayaol of
the wvital interests of the majority Afri-
can people of our country.

The reason for our special mention of
the current visit to South Africa by the
delegation from the Central African
Republic should be clear in the light
of the fore-going. The impact intended
by South Africa’s special reference to
this visit cannot be doubted. The fas-
cist regime is proving the success of
its renewed efforts oimed ot driving
a wedge within the Orgonisation of
African Unity to the extent thot one
af its Member Stotes hos poid more
attention to o visit to South Africa ot
the expense of the current Session of
the OAU Council of Ministers.

The ruling circles in South Africa are
fully aware thot once they have succee-
ded to divide the Member-States of
the Organisation of African Unity, the
African countries’ opposition to the
continuing ecrimes of the Apartheid
regime and olso their support for the
Liberation Movement of the cppressed
people wil have been weakened.
There is no doubt that such a develop-
ment would have an adverse effect not
oenly on the progress of the revolutio-
nary struggles in South Africo and
other colonially dominoted African
countries, it would certainly jeopardise
the historic goins of the African revolu-
tion.

It is, therefore, incumbent on the Orga-

nisation of African Unity to call a halt
to the current drift owoy from the revo-
lutionary principles enshrined in its
Charter. This will serve the supreme in-
terests of the political destiny of the
entire Continent. It is therefore, the
view of the African MNational Congress
of South Africa thot a critical opproisal
of the current negotive developments
is vitally necessary and this should be
done urgently in the interests of con-
solidating African solidarity and unity.

Regime of Terror

We of the African National Congress
ore convinced, after o sober assess-
ment of the balance of forces both in-
side South Africa and internationally,
that the regime of terror in our country
has reached its weakest point aver. It
is precisely at this moment that all the
efforts of the democratic forces, both
in Africa and intermationally, must be
directad at increasing their all-round
support for the revolutionary struggle
of the people of South Africa.

Clur own course is clear and irrever-
sible. We shall not rest, no matter what
obstacles are ploced on our path, until
the final victory of our national demo-
cratic revolution. With full confidence
and justification, we shall always
count on the unfoiling support of the
Organisation of Africon Unity, the
world socialist system and the other
international democratic forces — all
of whom -have always unequivocally
supported the just and heroic couse of
our people.

In addition, we would like to propose
the following:

® Re-offirmation by the OAU of the
condemnation and rejection of the
Bantustan policies of the Vorster re-
gime, The Organisation of African
Unity should call an all its Member-
States not to estoblish contact with the
puppel so-called tribal states.

® The Orgonisation of African Unity
should contest the legality, legitimacy
and sovereignty of the South African
regime on the basis that it Is o product
of colonial congquest. lts membership
of the United Notions should also be
contested so as to loy the basis for new
instructions to the African Group in
New York in pursuit of the next move
for the expulsion of the Pretoria re-
gimea,

We take this opportunity, dear brother,
to wish you success In your noble mis-
sion of strengthening and consolidot-
ing the Organisotion of African Unity
during your term as Chairman of the
24th Session of the OAU Council of
Ministers.

(The major part of this éssue of SE-
EI‘;ABA is devoted to this subject -
d



LIE

Vorster Is basking in the glory of un-
precedented local and international
attention after his recent pronounce-
ments on his policy of "detente and
peace” in Southern Africa.

The euphoria ameongst sections of white
South Africans is almost total. Recently
a Progressive Party M. P. in South
Africa’s allwhite parlioment called him
o “statesman” and then the British
Institute for the Study of Conflict added
the further accolade by nominating him
“the leading stotesman in Africa”,

The author of the 0-day and later, 180-
day detention in solitary confinement
law, which has cloimed at least 22
deaths through torture has indeed
come o long way since he and his
party came into office 27 years ago.

Vorster and his supporters at home and
abroad are cloiming that "whelly new
vistas have been opened with the pro-
spect of detente in Southern Africa and
the promise to end race discrimination
in South Africa”.

Even the most optimistic of his suppor-
ters, we are certain, do not beleive thot
these vistas will actually be attoined.
Following Frelimo's victory in Mocam-
bique and Angela’s march towards in-
deperidence, Vorster has not only seen
the writing on the wall, he has read it,
and knows that what has happened in
these former Portugugse colonies can
(and must) happen in South Africa os
well.

So he plays for time . . . He talks to
the Bantustan leaders . . . He talks to
the coloured and Indian Council mem-
bers . . . After each indaba these Black
“leaders”’ come badk ewen more frusta-
ted. He has not been able to satisty the
demands for more land from the Ban-
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tustan leaders; he has failed to moke
any compromise with these leaders for
the repeal of the influx control regula-
tions, which has been responsible for
over 10.5 million Africans being jailed
in the 27 years Vorster and his prede-
cessors have been in power (See spe-
cial article later in this issue).

He has lifted the ban on blacks at the
Nico Mn;:‘inn Theatre which is now open
for Black ,audiences on certoin days.
MNationalist politicians are noe doubt
combing the Stotute Books of South
Africa’s cotalogue of roce laws and
practices to find other examples which
could be safely discarded to give the

world the impression that indeed there.

is a thaw in White South Africa’s think-
ing.

South Africa is so saturated with racism
— legal. os well as through custom —
that the Government could assemble a
whole package of what it terms “un-
necessary roce discrimination and
consign these to the dirt bin without
seriously impinging on the funda-
mentals of apartheid.

Who, and for how long, could Vorster
bluff in this way. Already resistance to
his so-caolled liberalisation of roce
practices is seeping into the Natio-
nalist Party from their Right-wing and
we could be left in no doubt that if the
pace of change is accellerated he will
have to face the whole complex of
hostile conservative forces within his
Party — from political groupings and
cultural institutions to religious groups
and workers’ organisations.

Lies, Lies and More Lies

‘Meanwhile, Vorster is finding out the
hard way that the internatienal image

he is endeavouring to foster needs
much more than o sop here and a sop
there to sustain it.

More and more hé is being forced to
lie in order to safeguard this image.

Let us toke the recent discussion he
had with President Tolman of Liberia
for instance. He was forced to lie on
no less thon ten occossions during
these discussions. '

In reply to questinons put by the Presi-
dent. Vorster said . . .

LIE NO. 1 ... When the Dutch came
to Cape Town in 1652, there were far
more Red Indians in what is now the
United Stotes of America than Blacks
in South Africa. Teday, there were far
more Blacks in South Africa than Red
Indians in the United States. It is there-
fore untrue that South Africo procticed
genocide . . . Bladks ond Whites in
South Africa had only met ot the be-
ginning of the 19th Century . . .”

What is the truth? When the Dutch
settlers arrived in South Africa on
April 16, 1652, they met the peaceful
Khoisan and Khol Khol people whom
they praoctically wiped out within a
short while. Possessing supgrior arms
the Whites shot down these relatively
unarmed people, deprived their sur-
vivours of their land and drove them
out of the area, took away their live-
stock and forced those whom they cap-
tured to work for them as slaves.

But even before the time of White
settlement, as far badk as the second
half of the 15thCentury, there had been
several bloody clashes in which lives
hod been lost en both sides. Those
clashes had been between the Khoisan
and other African people particularly



the Xhosas, on the cne hand, and the
would-be Portuguese colonisers on the
other hand. One such historically inter-
esting clash took place ot a place
named the “Bay of Cows" with the
would-be colonizers led by Vaosce da
Gamao. The "Bay of Cows" is our pre-
sent day Mossel Bay in the Eostern
Cape.

Vasco da Gama found the Xhosas al
Mossel Bay in 1497 and the Dutch in-
vaders found them in the area where
the towns of Swellendam — Monlaga -
Heidleberg stand today and not at the
Great Fish River as the South African
history books say and as Vorster now

repects.
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LIE NO 2 ". . . Afrikoans dhildren go
to Afrikoons schools; children of Eng-
lish descent go to English Sdhools,
Indian children go to Indian schools,
Zulu children go to Zulu schools, but
the standard is all the same . . ."

The truth is that per capito costs of
aducation for Whites in the 1971-72
year was RP90 while for Africans in the
some period It was only R133.

If the standard of education is the
same for oll roce groups why is it
necessary to have different syllabl for
each group®

Over and above this there |5 discrimi-
notion in every ospect of school life
Black teochers ond lecturers are paid
less than their White counterparts;
education is free and compulsory lor
all White children. It is neither hee nor
compulsory for Blacks. One can go on
and on . ..
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LIE NO 3 ". .. Great difficulties have
been experienced in getting the
respective groups in South Africa to
unite . . " Demolishing firms became rich overnight as o result of forced removals
Everyone knows that unity between the
races is not only frowned upon by the
authorities it is fostered by o host of
lows, Just to name some: The Group
Areas Act whidh segregotes the diffe-
rent race groups into water-tight com-
partments; The Separate Amenities Act
which allows for separate but not equal
civic and other facilities for Blocks;
Various proclamations that make it
illegal for anyone other than an Afri-
can from entering an African area etc.
etc

The fleor serves in place of chairs ond benches

o . '
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LIE NO. 4 Supporting the existence of
Influx Control regulations Vorster told
President Tolbert that “there might be
10,000 jobs in o given area and 30,000
opplicants coming in for the same jobs.



Influx Control is designed to limit the
inflow . . ."

Lie No. 5 is o good reply to this asser-
tion.
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LIE NO. 5 When President Tolbert
suggested later in the discussions thot
such problems could be solved by pro-
viding jobs in areas from which the
people came. Vorster replied, "My Go-
vernment |s encouraging the establish-
ment of industries in Black areas. There
is a shortage of labour in South Africa
and consequently workers come from
Mocambique, Botswana, Lesotho and
Swaziland.”

So much for 30,000 people applying for
10,000 jobs!

However, it must be pointed out that
in the so-colled Homelands literally
thousands of jobless people are living
in dire economic stroits. Workers from
the countries nomed by Vorster are re-
cruited to work in South Africa only
because apartheid economy is based
on an ever present reservoir of cheap
lobour being avaoilabe at all times.

* ¥ X ¥ %
LIE NO. & ., . It is true that White,

Indian, Coloured and African dectors
recaive different salaries . . ., My Go-
varnment haos said thaot it s an
untenable position which it inherited,
and it intends to do something to
bridge the gap . . . There iz no such
distinction in industriol wages. All
races receive the same wages for the
same work . . ."

The MNationlist Party, ever since it come
into existence, believed in the policy

of White supremacy and therefore, for
Vorster to say his Government "inherit-
ed” the wage differentiotion for doctors
isr a deliberate lie. In any cose,
Vorster's Party has been in power now
for 27 years . . . How long before he
does away with wage discrimination for
doctors of the different race groups?

On his boast thot Bladks and Whites
get equal wages for equal work — we
agree. But what he does not say is that
Blacks de not have equal oppurtunity
to get the better paid, skilled jobs . . .
as a matter of fact he does not say thot
there is a law — the Job Reseivation
legislation — which denies clmost all

skilled trodes to Blodks. (See loter in °

this Issue.)

* ¥ % ¥

LIE NO. 7 Although he could not tor-
see g homeland” such as Kwalulu
ever being consolidated, consolidation
of the "homelands' was a process thot
would go on, sald Vorster.

He knows this is not a process that will
go on. In order to consolidate the frag-
mented “"homelands” he will have to
expropriate. White lands and homes
aond no Government has ever dared to
do this in South Africa. They take away
land on which Bladcks have settled for
centuries but never lond from the
Whites. The reason is obvious. The
Whites have the vote and the Blacks
have no say In elections ta Parliament
or other Governing bodies,
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LIE NO. 8 "My Government In the
last 10 to 15 years has spent millions
of ronds on development in South West

Africa, We do not want an inch of
South West Africa’s territory and |
would be only too pleased to get South
West Africo off our badks."”

What utter balderdash! Magnaminous
Vorster and his Governmant have spent
millions to develope South West Africa
and they would like nothing better than
to get out. What is the delay, moy we
ask?® Why not get out . . . nowl

LIE NO, 9 "There is no fighting in
South West Africa with SWAPO or any
other liberation movement.”

We suppose the press reports of what
happened in Windhoek recently and
other such reports of struggles inside
Mamibia were figments of the imagina-
tion of newspapermen.
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LIE NO. 10 "There are no political
detainees in South Africa . . . About
300 poeple: hod their movements

restricted. These people are predomin-
antly White and members of the Com-
munist Party."”

What about Nelson Mandela, Herman
Jo Toiva and the 26 SASO and B, P. C.
men and women being held in solitary
confinement and incommunicado this
very day!

Stories thot follow hove been especially
written on current happenings inside
South Africa In order to expose these
and other lies that Vorster is peddling
around the Continent and the world . . .

Mandela and Sisulu
in Rebben Island




Ao The Scourge of the Passes
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While Vorster boasts about his efforts
at detente in Africa there is little evi-
dence that he is anywhere near bring-
ing obout detente with the Black popu-
lation inside South Africa. Let us toke
the opplication of the infamous pass
laws for instance, Nearly 10500 000
Africans were arrested and prosecuted
under the poss lows during the
25 years of Notionalist Party rule from
1948 to 1973

That stoggering figure emerged when
pass law statistics in the latest Survey
of Roce Relations were added to pre-
vious totals going badk to 1948.

It exceeds the total number of Africans
over the aoge of 14 in 1973 and is
roughly equal to the present number
of Africans over 16 — the oge at which
‘all Africans. men and women, have to
carry reference books.

It is a staggering figure and difficult
to comprehend. But if we imagine the
arrest of all odult Africans, we begin
to get some |dea ot the number of
people involved.

Arrests under the pass laws are a dally
reality for South Africa’s African
people, and while they continued, talk
about detente had little or no mean-
ing.

When whites talk fondly of detente, we
should bear in mind that until the
whole system is changed we have not
begun to even tackle the problem.

Police State

If the concept of o police state has
any meaning, then that figure shows it
applied to South Africa until, and un-
less, something is done about pass law
prosecutions and arrests. The latest
total shows that more than 500 000
people were prosecuted under the
pass laws in a single year.

The number of pass low prosecutions
hod risen by nearly 175000 when the
latest figure was compared to that for
1960 — the year of the Sharpeville
shootings and the temporary suspen-
sion of the pass laws. Since then the
annual total of poss low prosectuions
has not only risen in absolute figures,
but also as a percentoge of the Afri-
can population over the age of 14
(although the percentoge increase is
minimal).

Total

The Institute’'s survey of prosecu-
tions for the years ending June 1972

and 1973, shows the figure of 51 5608
which is equivalent to 1413 triols for
pass low offences every day of the
year — Sundays and holidoys included.

When homeland leaders met the Prime
Minister for talks last month, Prof. Hud-
son Ntsanwisi of Gazankulu, asked for
the abolition of influx control and the
pass lows.

According to the official communique
issued ofter the tolks, Vorster said in-
flux control could not be abolished as
it was necessary for the “protection”
of Africans already living in urban
areas.

But at the Prime Minister's invitation,
homeland leaders — with the excep-
tion of Chiet Gotsha Buthelezi of
KwaZulu — agreed to oppoint repre-
sentatives to discuss hardships coused
by influx control. :

In denying freedom of movement and
freedom to seek work the system
wreaks such rovoges and creotes such
bitterness that it is beyond defence. In
separating men fram their women and
children it inflicts such misery and
troumos that it is beyond excuse and
toleration. And all of it, remember,

stems from the utterly discriminatory

principle that Africans must be trected
differently.

Iif Vorster is indeed In earnest obout
doing awoy with rocial discrimination
and setting South Africa on a bright
new path, let him stort by getting rid of
the scourge of the pass lows.
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Job Reservation goes on

The Industrial Tribunal which investi-
gated job reservation in the bullding
industry, has reported “alarming mal-
practices in the illegal use of Africans
on skilled work.”

Officially skiled work on the building
sites is reserved for Whites only. But
with the serious shortage of White la-
bour many employers are being forced
to smploy Black workers as plosterers,
brick loyers, carpenters etc. This, of
course, is one other area in which one
cannat expect any change from Vor-
ster. Gert Beegte ond his White Build-
ing Workers' Union will not stand for
it. After all, its workers such os these
that have put Vorster in power.

As we hove often soid: meaningful

By Bob Connolly

WA el i




change in South Africa’s apartheid
policy can only come when there is
full political freedom for all in South
Africa — not only for the Whites as at
present. No justice con emanate from
a manifestly unjust soclety such as ot
present exists in the country.

Even Vorster could not change it if he
really wanted to.
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said that there was a growing threat
from White cricketers to toke maotters
into their own hands and that this was
a major factor behind his union's
move to open the Premier Leogue to
all roces next seoson.

Arthur Ashe, please note: boycott and
isolation of White South African
sportsmen does pay offl

* Kk K K *

Mixed Cricket Bowled

Death

The cancellotion of the Australian
cricket team visit to South Africa hos
brought about some dromatic changes
in the thinking among some White
cricket players and officials.

The White Transvaal Cricket Union re-
cently onnounced through its chair-
man, Joe Pamensky, that his union and
the Black Transvaal Cricket Federation
will push for mixed cricket at club level
on o |leogue basis. A similar decision
has alse been taken in Natal.

However, Piet Koornhof, South Africa's
Minister of Sport, depsite Vorster's re-
cent stotements that there will be “dro-
matic changes” in South Africa, vis-o-
vis apartheid, hos come down heavily
against these decisions. In o state-
ment he said that mixed cricket ot club
level was not in occordance with the
Government's "policy of multi-natio-
nal development."

Mr. Pamensky in support of his move

In a recent case in Cape Town, the
public prosecutor decided to withdraw
chorges under the Pass Low against
Miss MNomtiti Nohashe, whose fwo
month old boby died on the doy she
was arrested.

Miss Nohashe claimed in an inter-
view thot her baby had died in the
arms of a man friend sitting in o bus
shelter cutside the Athlone police cells.

He had tried to bring the baby to her
in the cells, she claimed, but police re-
fused permission and would not re-
lease her until the body was shown to
them,

Col ). Vorster, the Distict Comman-
dant soid: "We regord the matter as
closed. All aspects have been investi-
gated, and we could find no criminal
offences committed by the police”.

In o' previous police statement, a doc-
tor from the Red Cross Children's Ho-

I LEG BEFORE WICKET

By Bob Cennolly
h

spital hod diagnosed the couse of

‘death as gastro — enteritis and malnu-

trition.
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Focus on Women

Recently three speakers were [nvited
to speak on “The Legal Disabilities of
Women" at the Witwatersrand Univer-
sity in Johannesburg. The audience
waos almost all white. Among the spea-
kers was Mrs, Constance Nishona, o
Soweto social worker,

Mrs. Nitshono began by asking her
audience how they would feel if there
were to be o Bladck Gowvernment in
South Africa which kept all the exist-
ing legislation but applied it to whites.

The oudience waos osked to imagine:
not having any rights to live with their
husbands, not being able to join their
husbands if the men were transferred
to another area (os is the case with
Black women from homeland areas)
and not being able to have their
children under the same roof either.
"This is the cancer which eats away ot
us os o people, and particularly as
women — and yet an official in the
Bontu administration department once
allowed himself to be quoted as soy-
ing thot we Black women octually
PREFER to have our children brought
up in the homelands by their grand-
partents|

“What utter — dash”.

Controlling the seething bitterness be-
hind her description of life as a Bladk
woman under South African law,
Mrs Nishona looked at the "brighter”
side and told her listeners that the
Black woman hod one legal advantage
over the white woman — separate to-
xation.

The "odvantoge" works thus: A Black
woman earning R360 po pays tox, irre-
spective of how many dependents she
has. She has no medical expense de-
ductions. A White unmarried woman
pays tax once she earns R676 pa and
a woman with two children has to be
earnning R1576 pa before she poys
tax — and both categories of White
women may claim for medical expen-
585,

Mrs. Ntshona also explained the "ho-
stel” position. "If you are living in
Parktown North and the Government
declared that oll family accommoda-
tion there be destroyed ond thot ho-
stels be built instead, you would be
ordered to live in a female hostel
Your children would go to 'the home-
lands' . . .



“Would you find it in your hearts, if
seporated thus — or separoted by o
greater distance, like, for exomple,
the wives of the miners — to blome
husbands for taking a mistress?®
Would you feel culpable if you had an
offair with aonother man when you
only saw your husband during his an-
nual leove?
“How would you feel about the illegiti-
mate children who result from loose
liaisons while you sit in the homelands
wondering when the next cent is com-
ing for the support of your own
children?
“Try being the sole breadwinner, co-
pable ond willing to work, and being
-prevented from deing so by a law. This
“is when you have to sit and watch your
children starve”.
Mrs. Ntshona said that when approo-
ched for guidance by an unhappy, per-
secuted wife she was forced to urge
the woman to “stidk around until he
actually tries to throttle you to death”,
becouse once a woman in Soweto is
divorced or widowed, she forfeits the
rights to the house in which she was
living with her husband — even ii she
can afford the rent. And on notifying
the Bantu AHagirs Commissioner of her
husband's death, the widow olso stood
to lose os her late husband's nearest
male relative would be colled in to
deal with the estate.
“If he is kind-hearted, he will see thot
the widow ond children get some-
thing ",

Mrs. Ntshona concluded by stating
that she and other women living in the
urbon areas are 100 per cent behind
Chief Gatsha Buthelezi's refusal to
serve on a sub-committe to discuss
(with an official of the Bantu Affgirs
Department) relaxaotion of influx con-
trol - "as long as restrictions of the
freedom of movement of Bladk South
Africans exist in any form".

“A discriminatory society remains to-
tally unocceptable to the majority of
South African citizens”, she said.

* *x *x % %

Just one big happy family

Twelve years age Mr. M. C. Botha, now
Minister of Bantu Development,
appealed to White couples to help
populate white South Africa — and the
Swanepoals of Robertson took him at
his word.

Now Mr. and Mrs. lohn Swanepoel
have 16 children. Another 13 bobies
died ot birth or soon ofter. "But this
is where we stop’’, said Mr, Swanepoel.
And Mrs. Swanepeol added: "The Mi-
nister told us to populate the country
because the Blocks were outnumbering
us. | decided this was just what we
would do.

Mrs. Swonepoel had four sets of
triplets. Only one lived. She had two
sets of twins, and one survived. The
other children were single births.

Although the Swanepoels maode several
appeals to the Minister for aid to bring
up their family, he has not responded.
In foct, in a statement to a reporter

he soid: “So what if they have
16 children. You can alse have
16 children.”

He denied he had had any contact
with the Swanepoels. But according to
Mr. Swanepoal, he has written a num-
ber of personal appeals to Mr. Botha,
explaining what they had done and
why they had done it, and asking for
help. This was confirmed by Mrs. Stefne
Saayman, the supervisor of the Over-
berg branch of the Afrikaanse Christe-
like Vrouevereniging, o charity organi-
sation closely linked with the Depart-
ment of Social Welfare.

"The Swanepoels are continually writ-
ing letters to the Minister. I've per-
sonally hondled some that came
through the Welfare Department”, Mrs,

_ Saoyman said. During 1965 Mr. Botha,

himself o father of seven, appealed to
South Africans to "give a White child
to this wonderful country of ours’.

This appeal was made ot a meeting of
the Brakpan Rapportryers. Mr. Botha
wanted copable White couples in
South Africa to celebrote the Repu-
blic Festival of 1966 by producing a
baby.

Two years later, ot the Van Riebeeck
Festival in Stellenbosch, Mr. Botha
again mentioned his "Republican
babies”.

Premier Chissano
of Mocambique
lays it on the line ...

No Peace
With
Apartheid

Mozambique Prime Minister Comroda
Joaguim Chissano has warned the
South African government that peace
will not prevail if it does not change its
racist apartheid policy.

Comrade Chissano, who waos speaking
on his departure for Lourenco Marques
ofter an official visit to Tanzania re-
cently said his country will not change
its policy - as far as the liberation of
Africa ist concerned.

According to the Tanganyika African
Mational Union newspaper, Mzalendo,
he alsoe wamed that Mozambique
“will have no political relotions with
racist regimes"'.

He added that a new agreement
should be reached before his people
were allowed to go and wark in South
Africa. This will stop exploitation which
existed when Mozambique was under
Portuguese rule.

A new trode ogreement must also be
reoched between the two countries.
On the Cabora Bossa hydro-electric
project, Comrade Chissano said this

wHl continue but an agreement will
follow which will include Portugal be-
couse firms which built the dam still
have interests in it

Comrade Chissano also sald his Go-
vernment will establish o central bank.
At present they have stopped transfers
of money to South Africa ond Portu-
gal,

And In Nairobi, Frelimo Vice-President
D¢ Marcelline dos Santos warned that
the future of South Africa depends on
whether the Government of Prime Mi-
nister John Vorster is prepared to listen
to "the voice of reason” on aportheid.

Dr. Santos was speaking during a stop-
over in Kenya on his way to Addis
Ababa for the recent meeting of the
Council of Ministers of the Organisa-
tion of African Unity.

“| hope the voice of reason prevails’,
he told journalists. "But if it does not
| am sure the people of South Africa
will continue to fight for freedom until
victory is won."”




Dear
uhammad

Al

Since he's 'The Greatest' it is possible
that the South Africon authorities-
egged on by the Minister of Sport-will
welcome the presance of champion
Muhommad Ali in their apartheid ring,
especially as thot cot has also evinced
a desire to reside in one of their
‘Bantu’ locations.

For the purpose of adding a little more
whitewash to the international image,
it is also possible that his entry into
the apartheid gymnasium will be dres-
sed up with all the trappings befitting
such o world champ and celebroted

oet,

e can imagine the Minister of Baniu
Administration stonding at the location
entrance holding o brand new Refe-
rence Book (probably with gold leaf
lettering and identity photo in Techni-
colour by courtesy of Polaroid), ready
to hand it over to this newest acquisi-
tion intc the fraternity of ‘temporory
sojourners’. He might even address our
champ as o ‘great black elephant’ in
the quaint language which the Mini-
ster reserves for such occasions,

In addition the municipal ‘fuzz’ might
be drawn. up ot the gote with their
knobkerries ot the Present, and the
white South African Police will turn out
with extra polish on their sten-guns.
Even the chief of BOSS might be there,
hiding behind the Stote President
The band of the Security Forces might
break into “when the Saints Come —
I::'#Iing In" or probably ‘Ole Blodk
The Greatest is being made welcome.

Reclassified

But before all this can happen it is
necessary for Muhommad Ali to con-
vince the Bantu Administration Depart-
ment (BAD) thot he qualifies as n
‘Bantu male’ and is also entitled to
live in a location in the ‘White area.’
For this it might be necessary for Mu-
hammad All to appear before the Race
Clossification Board to have his iden-
tity changed from US American to
membership of o 'tribe’ or the concoc-
ted 'nations’, in which the BAD spe-
clalises.

All the rigmarole-of the Population Re-
gistration Act aside, the classification
board might (for the convenience of
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Muhammad Ali) decide that according
to the regulations he is ‘unable to
prove that he is generally accepted as
o White person’ and thot he is 'in
appearance obviously a Bantu." Being
over 16 years of age, ‘I'm the Greatest’
now now qualifies for a pass.

Every African over the age of 16 must
be issued with a “refernce book’ —about
ninety poges thick which contains his
identity, fingerprints, photograph, o
record of his contract of employment
and the monthly signature of his em-
ployer (the Ministry of Sport?) tax re-
ceipts and permits to be in the areqg,
to seek work or to travel for the pur-
pose of taking up employment, etc, etc.
Of course there might be some diffi-
culty in determining who Ali's chief or
headmon is, but being The Greatest
there need be no one above him,

Having been owarded this winning
purse—sorry, pass—our newly-acquired
sojourner also quaolifies for the plea-
sure of being stopped by the White
‘furz’ ot any time, who will demond:
"Waar's jou pas, kaffirf’ Should he not
have it on him, that cot is in for o bad
deal because he'll be houled off to the
nearest precinct where the ‘pigs’ do
not have much consideration for the
rules of boxing.

Now 'Bantu male' Muhoammad Ali is
ready to take up residence in his loco-
tion, in accordance with his expressed
wish.

He should not forget that in generol
Africons are allowed to enter "White
areas’ to work only as ‘single’ men. If
Mrs. All is not present, he will be con-
sidered a 'bacheler whether he is mar-
ried or not. So he will be given a little
cell in the bodhelor's barradks in the
location. He will have to share with
several others and they might allow
him to use their primus stove for cook-
Ing. Since he is now a fellow-African
he will see to it that he is home in his
elegont abode tudked up in his nice
concrete bunk by @ p.m. curfew time,
for if found, wandering arocund
Whitey's area ofter then will land him
in crap with the gendarmes.

If Mrs. Mushammod All wishes to visit
she may do so for no more thon
72 hours. '

Police Raids

There is of course no guarantee that
the poe-leece might bust in on the lo-
cation at any time checking on those
passes or locking for unauthorised vi-
sitors oand Mrs A. would have to pro-
duce her own pass and show she is
within the limits of the law. It could
happen at any hour too, wnich is liable
to be embarrassing

Mrs A. not being in the fight business
might not be cllowed to live with her
man even if she applied since she'd
be redundant, idle, undesirable or
otherwise unsuitable for employment
or residence.

Should Ali himself get clobbered,
crippled, handicopped etc in o match
(heaven forbidl) he too might be con-
sidered useless for further employment
in Whitey's area and be slung out
pronto.

Weil, seeing he's a "single’ man and
does not qualify for one of those little
two-room cubicles with no ceilings and
usual amenities, o feature of the luxury
locations such as Soweto, perhaps the
local BAD big wheels might give him
a place in one of the other nice new
locations such as we have in Alexan-
dra.

Newly-built and well-planned. Sepa-
rate segregated hostels for men and
women. The husband Is put in one and
the wife in another, Neither is allowed
to visit each other. These lovely con-
crete structures are divided into iden-
tical wings, three built around a cour-
tyard. The one and only entronce to
each ‘hostel’ is o grilled gate. The
gates are electronicolly operated so in
the event of 'trouble’ they would close
and the entire bullding divided into
three, so separating all the inmates.
Of course, a member of the Nationa-
list government explained that this was
for fire protection, although he didn't
explain how those trapped inside get
out in case of fire.

Between 2,800 and 2,900 people are
accomodated in each hostel. 40 people
ore provided with single rooms, and
there are also rooms with four, six or
eight beds for men, Each room has one
liny window at eye level and another
up near the ceiling running the width
of the wall. There is o single electric
adapter overhead, no heating or cool-
ing system and electric plugs are for-
bidden, since, Muhammad Ali will be
told, these would be dangerous to him,
He will sleep on o norrow mattress
loced on o concrete bunk, and every-
¥'s possessions will go into one
locker 6 foot by 1 foot without any pre-
vision for hanging clothes,

There are no tables or chairs, there are
no reading rooms, dining rooms, no
lounge or recreation hall. There is one
bath or shower and one toilet for every
14 persons. One wash basin is provi-
ded for every 11 inmates, and all these
facilities are cramped into one small
greaq.

This rticular place is 9 miles from
"White' Johonnesburg and the climote
there has temperatures thot go up to
99 degrees (F) and in winter drop to
below zero. Under these conditions o
good time is had by all who live there
and no doubt Ali will find the condi-
tions real cool, man, especially for
training purposes, losing weight ond
gaining vigour.

Reolly Muhammad Ali should try this
place. It is as good as a concentra-
tion camp—sorry, man, we meant train-
ing camp—and when he's haod enough
he could come out fit as a fiddle and
ready to toke on all comers. He might
even recite one of his celebrated
poems about it.



THEY DIED

FOR

FREEDOM

Profiles of Patrick Molaoa
and Basil February

by Z. Pallo Jordan

If We Must Die

I we must die - let it not be like bogs

Hunted and penned in an inglorious spot.

W bile round us bark the mad and bungry dogs,
Making thetr mock at our gccursed o,

If we must die — ob, let us nobly die,

So that our precious blood may not be shed

It vain, then even the monsters we defy

Shall be constrained to honor us though dead!

Ob Kinsmen! We must meet the common foe:

Though far outnumbered, let us still be brave,
And for their thousand blows deal one deatb-blow!

W bhat though before us ties the open graved
Like men we'll face the murderers, cowardly pack,
Pressed to the wall, dying, but — fighting back!

This poem best expresses the spirit
of youth of our country who hove fallen
in the struggle for liberation. On this
day we remember them all - those
murdered in mass struggles of our
people since the days of conquest;
those who died under torture in the
dungeons of apartheid; and those who
have fallen in the armed struggle lo
liberate ocur people from the yoke of
oppression. As we do not have the
space to recall them all by nome, we
have chosen two young men whose
lives best express the troditions of
struggle omong our people and whose
death symbolizes the solidarity, forged
in the heat of struggle among the
opressed of our country. Palrick Mo-
laca and Basil February might both
have quietly submitted to the degra-
dation that is the daily lot of our
people, lived their lives on their knees
and passed away peacefully in their
beds. But like numerous others they
chose the path of revolution and the
rigours of the maquis.

Patrick Molaoa

Patride Molooa came from Johannes-
burg and was brought up In Alexan-
dra Township. He was drown into the
movement during his youth becouse
Alex was during the fifties one of the
most militant centres of struggle. We
need but recall the 1944 Bus Boycott,
the May Day ond June 26th Strikes of
1950, and the 1956 Bus Boycott in
which he actively participoted, He was
in the forefront of the campaign to
organise the Congress of the People.
Together with 155 others he wos dhar-

ged with Treason in 1956. Undeterred
by this vain attempt to stem the tide
of the moss movement he continued in
the service of the liberotion movement
ond rose to the presidency of the ANC
Youth Leogue, During the 1960 State
Emergency, he wos again arrested and
detoined without trial for five months,
When Mkhonto weSizwe was set up in
1961 he wos omong the first to volun-
teer to go abrood ond undergo train-
ing in preparotion for the armed
struggle. When the ANC-ZAPU alliance
launched the armed struggle across the
Zombezi In 1967, he wos omong the
first to engage the enemy. He was kil-
led bearing arms in the couse of li-
berty in 1968. Patrick Molaoa is a con-
tinvator of the traditions of resistoncsa
and struggle bequeathed to him by his
torebears who had held the line in over
a hundred years sustained resistance
agaoinst the conguest of their lands.

Basil February

Basil February was born in Somerset
West near Cope Town. He was of
Caope Coloured descent as his name
indicotes. The name itself tells us much
of his antecedents. The Cape Coloured
people, descended from the first Afri-
can tribes to be dispossessed by the
conquerors, the slaves imported from
the East Indies and the white colonists.
Robbed of their freedom and their very
names, names like February were
branded onto them - both liberally
and figuratively — to remind the slave-
owners of the month in which they had
been purchased. Basil's political awa-
kening occurred in Cope Town where
he ottended High school. The politicol

milieu in which he grew up hod be-
hind the troditions of the AFO, the
National Liberation League, the Anti-
CAD movement ond the Fronchise
Action Council. He groduoted from
high school with a first class pess ond
entered the University of Cape Town to
study medicine in 1961, At the Univer-
sity he wos amongst o small group of
courageous leftists. He distinguished
himself as one of the most clear sigh-
ted and thoughtful young men and im-
pressed many of us with his keen ana-
lytical mind. He was actively involved
in ‘the strike movements of 1960 and
&1, His studies were interupted by his
aorrest and imprisonment for pointing
pelitical slogans in 1943 On his re-
lease ftrom prison he left the country
and joined the ronks of MK. He wos
the first to fall in the strugle to liberate
our peops,

From the down of history the oppressed
have been fighting badk! It iz indeed
one of the bitterest lronies of history
that we have to fight in order to estab-
lish peace, that we hove to employ in-
humane means to attoin humanity. Thz
only real memorial we con erect for
these two men and oll cur fallen com-
rades is the type of society we sholl
build when we hove liberoted our
country. It must be o society dedico-
ted to the brotherhood of man, to so-
ciol justice and the fostering of peace.
But, to achieve these ideals we must
fight! We can loy the first stone now
by turning our efforts to the liberation
of our homeland. By their example in
lifte and their couroge in deoth, these
two young men have tought us thot
these ideals are worth fighting for, in-
deed are worth dying for!




MARABASTAD: An Urban Hell-hole

The area is colled Marobastad. It is near Pre-
toria, South Africa’s administrative capital,
where the Treason Trial wos held {when 156
Congress men and women were charged in
1956; where the Rivenia Trial was held (when
Melson Mandela and others were sentenced
to life imprisonment); where Bram Fischer waos
tried ond sentenced to life imprisonment.
Marabastad: o township of squalor. poverty,
an intoxicating vitality; o township where, tem-
porarily ot any rate, there is o carefree Group
Area-less harmony.

Apartheid is encrooching - ethnic resettlements
are being made as fast as Pretoria’s civie funds
allow — but it hasn't yet taken root

Africans, Indians, and Coloureds co-exist in no
more than a donkey's bray from the offices in
which the ardhitects of segregation spend their
days working out proofs thot such a life is
impossible.

White Pretoria is separated from Marabastad
by @ gurgling spruit and a tiny sliver of com-
munal parkland. If the sun ever shone from the
south this strange little community would lite-
rally fall under the shadow of Church Street's
biggest building.

Simple

Pretoria’s official response is simple: Maraba-
stadt does not exist. It once did, but was clea-
red years ogo. What does exist is an area cal-
led "Asiatic Baraar” and an adjoining Co-
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of Pretoria,
looms in the

background

lpured dwelling spot known as “Cape Re-
serve’

But to the Marobastadders, Marabastad is
Marabastad. We point out to o young Indian
that he octually lived in a place called Asiatic
Baroar. He looked o little blank, "No, that's
over there”, he said, pointing to the streamli-
ned new Oriental Centre. | live hare in Ma-
rabastad''.

Pretoria doesn't recognise the Africans, either.
Africons live in Atteridgeville, That's where
they belong. “There are obout 4000 Coloureds
and 4000 Indians"”, a municipal official explai-
ned, “"No Africans”. No Africans? No Africans:
it just looks that woy, os a lot of them poss
through on their way to the bus terminus.
Well, well.

Marabastad's streets are dirty and potholed
aond littered with burnt-out cars and house-
hold rubble. Many of the buildings have been
roted - leaving scobby open spoces with
mounds. of bricks ond broken mortar and con-
crete outlines of where floors once were. Most
of the remaining houses are crumbling and
leaky. By anyone's standards, Marabastod is o
slum.

But it is a slum with spirit = the type of com-
munity spirit that the White Waterkloof or
Houghton would never dream of - would ne-
ver think of trying to dreom of, come to thot.
The type which doesn't exist in the bare and
uniform and =zenophebic streets of planned
ethnic "locations”.
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A typical
scene in
SA's ghettoes

What does the future hold for me?

Convict labour being used to remove rubble
from areas bulldozed by the government
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Apartheid Health Services Causes...

DEATH,

The greot donger to South Africa’s
health services is that good things ob-
scure both the blunders that threaten
it and aportheid's erippling cost to
national health over the years.

It's one thing for politicions and civil
servants to point proudly to the sur-
gical magic of Dr. Chris Banard and
to the comparable skills of his collea-
gues throughout the country — skills
that haove rightly earned worldwide
recognition.

It's another to be so blinded by the
heavy fallout of praise that you ignore
the evils in o policy that is as politi-
cally bankrupt as it is counter-produc-
tive to the health of the country's Black
majority because of the socic-econo-
mic living conditions it forces on them.
Last year several South African acao-
demic and medical authorities ottoc-
ked apartheid oand the migralory la-
bour system as the root couses of
certain socio-economic disegses and
mentol illness.

Dr. H. I. ) van der Spuy, a senior
lecturer in psychology at the Univer-
sity of Caope Town, presented several
outsanding papers to the Psychologi-
cal Association's annual conference
at the University of Witwatersrand.
Among them was a paper on the
psycho-dynaomics of apartheid.

He said seven seperate studies hod
spelt out essentially the same conclu-
sion: that South Africans are probably
more neurolic than most other nations.
"National onxiety is part of the price
paid for rocism ond boas-skap.”
Professor Harry Seftel, outspoken pro-
fessor of African medicine ot Witwo-
tersrand University (Wits) told an in-
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MENTAL ILINESS
AND SUIGIDES

ternational cardiology conference in
Johannesburg that hostel life and the
migratory labour system were the mo-
jor contributory couses of heaort di-
seas among Witwatersrand Africans.
Other social evils flowing from the
hostel and migratory labour systems
were venereal disease, promiscuity and
illegitimacy.

His answer: destroy the system. That
means destroy apartheid.

Preventable

Dr. Margaret MclLaren told the confe-
rence thot a Wits research team had
found the rate of rheumatic heart
disease among Soweto school-children
to be the highest reported in the world.
Dr. Mclaren stressed the preventable
naoture of the disease. o point taken
up by Professor Hohn Barlow, head of
cardiology ot Wits.

He said the high prevalence of rheu-
matic heart disease (RHD) wos ab-
horrent in o so-colled developed
country which boasted so much afflu-
ence. The State spent ot least R24 D00
a week on open-heart operations re-
sulting from RHD. The money would
be better spent on adequate detec-
tion, prevention and eradication of
the disease. The most scathing ottack
of all came from Dr. George Cohen,
founder of the specialist service to
Swaziland and the Transkei. He war-
ned the medical profession of world
ostracism unless the authorities ended
racial discrimination in salaries and
training focilities. He ottocked the
S.A. Medical Association and its offi-
cial Medical lournal for running dis-

criminatory advertisements for medical
posts.

"There is no more rociglly insulting
literature in the world of medicine”,
he said.

The Medical Journal soon banned such
odvertisements. At lost o real break-
through.

Yet it doesn't go far enough. Mean-
while, provincial outhorities continue
to defend discriminatory pay with ar-
guments thot hove the ocutside medi-
cal world shaking its heod in anger.
Yet it has been colculated that o
mere R100000 would be enough to
equalise solaries in the Transvaoal.
Dr. Cohen has strong ideas on health
education,

Malnutrition, TB and bilharzic are
three debilitating conditions that can
be prevented at source through basic
health education. Yet these diseases
cost the country millions of rand in
lost productivity, in the occupgtion
of hospital beds and when they toke
up valuable time of both doctors and
nurses.

Dr. Cohen feels these diseases could
be controlled through the use of
health assistants which would free
doctors and nurses for important cu-
rative work.

Mental lliness

Meanwhile from Geneva the World
Health Organisation has sharply cri-
ticised apartheid in South Africa as
contributing to mental lliness among
Blacks in o report released recently.
The report was submitted to the WHO
executive board which has finished its
preparatory work’ for this year's World
Health Congress. The report said:

‘It is obvious that mental health and
social wellbeing are closely linked to
the enjoyment of human rights. Most
such rights are legally denied to the
non-White South African.

"Wheraver discrimination exists it
excites resentment, frustration and
may lead to acts of violence.

“Added to the indignation of the
pass system are the lodk of any poli-
tical or trade union rights and the
economic need for fathers to leove
their families to live in foraway hostels
in conditions that provide a natural
breeding ground for resort to prosti-
tutes, for venereal disease, alcoholism
and crimes of viclence. "For the wi-
ves ond children left behind the ab-
sence of the head of the family must
clearly be a disturbing element gene-
rating feelings of doubt and inse-
curity. “For the whole broken fomily,
inability to lead a normal life and
consciousness of being regarded and
treoted as inferior could not be other
than harmful to mental health”.

Of those Africons admitted to' South



African mental hospitals  two thirds
are chizophrenic while one sixth are
suffering from other psychoses, the re-

port states.

Alarming

The report also ottacks other areas of
public heolth in South Africa.

Offficial stotistics show thaot aobout 43
per cent of the total number of hos-
pital beds were reserved for the white
minority which means “the least pro-
yision wos mode for those with the
greatest need.

“l¢t is widely recognised’’, the reports
adds, 'that malnutrition leads to com-
municoble diseases and the interac-
tion of these two factors results in an
alorming incidence of lliness and pre-
moture deaths.

*This massive incidence of Iliness
could be drastically reduced by ode-
guate nutrition, health education, im-
proved sonitation and housing, im-
munisation and home treatment wit-
hout the need for costly hospitals and
refined medical equipment”,
Different rates of pay to heolth wor-
kars due to their ethnic origins are
also attacked, as is the training of
professionals.

In 1973 the number of white students
in medical schools totalled 3710 of
whom 440 qualified ot the end of the
year compared to 202 Africans of
whom 15 qualified. The stotistics
available for 1972 showed for every
400 whites there wos o doctor while
for Africans the ratic was 44000 to
one, the report said, quoting the South
African Institute of Race Relations.
"The director general (of WHO) be-
lieves that the health situation of the
groups discriminated ogainst by the
policy of apartheid will not improve as
long as that policy exists”, the repert
concluded.

Suicide Rate Grows

Another aspect of the ladk of official
oction socially and medically is the
-hundreds of people in South Africa
who seek death by suicide each day.
Between 200 and 400 people try to
kill themselves each day in South Af-
rica, the Suicide Prevention Centre
in Johannesburg said.

It also estimated that at least 5000
people octually succeed in suicide at-
tempts each year.

The onnual average number of at-
tempted suicides which are unsuccess-
ful is more than 100 000, o spokesman
for the centre said.

Mr. Sam Blumberg, director of the
centre, disclosed that it had olready
received 68 high-risk sulcide-threat
colle and 21 low-risk colls in the first
45 days of this year. He pointed out
that for o week the centre's telepho-

nes were out of order due to storm
domage.

"Thot aside, | regard these figures os
low tor January, which normally is one
of the peak suicide months”, Mr.
Blumberg said.

“It's the roin. It tends to dompen sui-
cide obsession. On hot days and hu-
mid nights the suicide rote soars’.
Mothing is being done about this ter-
rifying social problem that gives Jo-
hannesburg the second highest sui-
cide rote in the world!

Solution

There is only one solution to the whole
question of the health services in
South Africa. Every aspect of aport-
heid in hospitals must be eliminated.
Duplication of hospital and training
facilitas for Black and White patients
and medical stoff respectively must be
abolished.

The X-ray departments of provincial
hospitals are one example of the heovy
cost of duplicating medical services.
X-ray equipment costs millions of
rands, but there isn't one hospital in
the country that uses a madhine
24 hours o day. Al most a machine is
used continuously for B=10 hours o
day and then remains unused for
14=16 hours o doy because the ma-
chine has been provided for a limited
population group — the whites.

I that group were swelled by lorge
numbers of Bladks, then the some
equipment could provide adequate ra-
diclogical services for more than
double the number of people ot pre-
sent being served. Similarly what ap-
plies to X-roy mochines opplies to
pathology and other hospital services.
The system, os Professor Seftel said
eorlier, must be destroyed . . . apart-
heid must be ended|

The agony of millions of Block parents . . . the scourge of malnutrition
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In the last two issues of Sechaba we
reported on the orrest and detention
of 48 leading members of the South
African Students’ Organisation (SASO),
the Blodk Peoples’ Convention (BPC),
the Bladk Allied Workers Union
(BAWL), the Theatre Council of Natal
(TECON) and the Black Community
Programs {BCP). i
Since then 12 of the detgined leade
were brought to trial in connection
with alleged offences under the so-
called Terrorism Act. Of the remainder
26 are still being held in solitary con-
finement and 10 have been released.
Meanwhile further arrests have since
been made. Miss Christine Douts, a
former student at the University of the
West Cape (for Coloured) was arres-
ted by the Security Police in Cape
Town.

Another SASO member, Mr. Ben Louw,
is reported to have been picked up in
Bellville, Cape. He is o former natio-
nal co-ordinotor of SASO’s Free Uni-
versity Scheme.

Miss Maphari Msekela, director of the
women s division of the South Afrcian
Council of Churches, wos held by se-
curity policemen and questioned for
a few hours before she was released.
In Durban security police took Miss
Sibongile Kubeka, secretory in SASO's
office, and interrogoted her for about
five howurs.

Two brothers of a “Terror” Act detai-
nee, Mr. Strini Moodley, were questio-
ned for aobout 10 hours as wos Miss
Kogila Perumal, @ member of the
Theatre Council of Natal.

Mr. Vivion PFillay, of Johannesburg, is

SASO organiser with Township residents

T n Trial Detentions Torture

also reported to have been held. Origi-
nally from Durban, Mr. Pillay is also
o member of the Theatre Council of
MNatal.

A few days later three others were de-
tained, — Sadigue Variava, Suliman
Ismail and Vivian Uilly, all of Johan-
nesburg,

Tortured

Sechaba has just received o document
prepared in South Africa giving details
of an emergency interdict brought
against the Minister of Police and
Commissioner of the South African Po-
lice.

The document states, — in part ...
On 22nd October 1974 Mr. Chetty, an
attorney acting for some of the detai-
ness, was allowed to see Mr. Saths
Cooper. Permission was gronted on
condition thot they should only dis-
cuss a pending oppeal by Mr. Cooper
against a chorge of oassault. Arising
from his discussions with Mr. Cooper,
Mr. Chetty had serious reasons to be-
lieve that detoinees were being assoul-
ted by the security police. Mr. Chetty
stated that among other things Mr.
Cooper had said “"There are many de-
tainees who ore being brutally as-
soulted by members of the Security
Branch”., He mentioned the names of
those people involved.

Arising from this and other informa-
tion passed to Mr. Chetty by the man
who, according to Mr. Cheatty, "was
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agitated and very concerned both with
regard to his own future detention os
well as others”, Mr. Chetty drew up an
affidavit and with six supporting offi-
davits from relatives ond friends of
the detainees sought an emergency
interdict on the Minister of Police and
Commissioner of Police, restaining
them from assoulting, interrogoting in
any manner other than prescribed by
low, employing any undue or unlawful
pressure and applying any form of
unlawful duress on the detaoinees. In
addition, requesting that someone
entitled in terms of sub-section 6 or
7 of Section 6 of the Terrorism Act
No. 83 of 1967 and approved of by
the court be allowed to take offida-
vits from the five people allegedly as-
saulted, and that pending the filing of
the above offidavits an interim Inter-
dict be issued pending the final de-
termination of the application.

In support of this Mr. Chetty submit-
ted o main offidavit while five sup-
porting affidavits were submitted by:

1. Zwelibonzi Mabondla -
Cabinet Minister of the Parliment
of the Transkei.
Fother of Lindelwe Mabandla and
Father-in-law pf Sylvia Mabandlo
(both detained)

2. Alimal Cooper -
Mother of Sathasivan Cooper and
Revabalan Cooper

3. Nontombenhle Shonge —
Fiancee of Mosiuoa Lekota.

4. Jocob Myaza —
Father of Muntu Myesa.

5. Julio Myeza -
Mother of Muntu Myezo.

Affidavit

An abridged version of the Affidavit
states (as some sections are inconse-
gquential they have bean removed, but
the paragraphs are numbered as in
the original document),

|, the undersigned,

Shunmugam Mganasamantham Chetty
HEREBY declare under cath thot:

| am an Attorney of the Supreme Court
of South Africa proctising ot Suite 6,
First Floor, Kajee Building, 59 Victoria
Street, Durban!




Family members
wait anxiously
outside the
Pretoria
Magistrate's
Court.

Some trovelled
fram as

tar away as
Cape Town

2.

| wos instructed by one, Sathasivan
Cooper to prosecute an appeal against
a conviction against him on a charge
of assault. The oppeal was sent down
for hearing on the 29th day of Octo-
bar, 1974 in the Notal Provincial Di-
vision of the Supreme Court of South
Africa.

3.

After the said instructions Sathasivan
Cooper was detained by members of
the Security Branch of the South Afri-
con Police on the 26th day of Sep-
tember, 1974,

| was informed by Colonel Steenkamp
of the Security Police on the 11th Oc-
tober, 1974 thot he was detoined un-
dar Section 6 (1) of the Terrorism Act
MNo. 83 of 1967.

A
On the 15th of October. 1974 Colonel
Steenkamp informed me that Sathasi-

van Cooper wos transfered from Dur-
ban to Pretoria.

5.

Counsel for the appeal Mr. Z. M.
Yacoob instructed me to obtain S5a-
thasivan Cooper's instructions as to
whether or not he wanted to proceed
with the appeal.

6.

On the 21st of October, 1974, one Co-
lonel Du Preezr of the South African
Police stationed in Pretoria granted
my application to see the detoinee,

L

f

On the 22nd October, 1974 ot the Old
Compol Building in Pretoria | was ad-
vised by one. Major Stadler that
| may discuss the appeal only with
the detoinee. | aogreed.

8.

| then saw Sothasivan Cooper in the
presence of Major Stodler. | took in-
structions for about two and half
hours. During this period Major Stad-
ler cccasionally left us to attend to
other maotters. There was however
another person sitting ot the desk ot
the far end of the room. | believe he
is also a member of the Police force.

?.

During the periods Sathasivan Cooper
and | were alone he said to me "There
are many detainees who are being
brutally assaulted by members of the
Special Branch'. He mentioned the
following names:

Lindiwe Mabandla, Revabalan Cooper,
Nkwekwe Nkomo, Manziwe Mbewa,
Muntu Myeza and Mosioua Lekota.

He said that the ones most severely
assulted were Lindiwe and Revabalan
Cooper, his brother. That these could
not walk. That Revabalan Cooper's
knee was "busted”. That pencils were
inserted between the joints of Revaba-
lan Cooper's fingers and his hands
were then squeezed. That o tennis
ball was pressed with force on the sti-
ches of @ wound on Revobalan Coeo-

per's leg. That Manziwe Mbewao said
that he was “cracking up” and "he
could take it no longer”.

He said Revabalan Cooper wos se-
riously assauited in Durban. That Re-
vabalan made a complaint to the Po-
lice in Durban.

That one, "Commissioner” Schroeder
or “"Commissioner’ Kriel at the Bluff
in Durbon was aware of such assaults.

He said that he himself was assaul-
ted in Pretorio by members of the Se-
curity Police. They punched him seve-
rely whilst he was ogainst o wall
They grobbed him by the lapels of his
jacket and shook him. That he was
severly punched in the region of his
abdomen and chest. That he was ki-
cked when he was on the floor of the
room in which he wos being interro-
gated. He pointed to the person who
was sitting on the desk on the far side
of the room as one of the persons
who had assoulted him, He did not
know the person's name. He thought
that the reason for the aossoults on
him was that the Security Police wan-
ted him to moke a stotement.

That he had made two statements
which he-had not signed ond which
were rejected. They wanted him to
make a third stotement and that he
feared that they would continue to
assault him. He said that he believed
that the others would also be assoul-
te:\:L until they made such statements.

17



14.

The information that wos given by
Sathasivan Cooper to me was volun-
teered by him. He seemed to be gra-
vely concerned and very ogitoted. He
wanted me to get this information as
o matter of extreme urgency.

20.

| was troubled by the matter because
of the conflict in my mind as to what
duty | owed to the parents and other
relatives of the persons concerned. |
discussed the matter with Senior ond
Junior Counsel both in Natal and in
the Transvaal and a senlor member
of the Council of the Law Society of
MNatal. After their advice was given to
me | decided to maoke this affidavit.
My difticulty in the matter has led to
some of the delay in the bringing of
this application.

The information given to me by the
said Sathasivan Cooper was given to
me hurriedly sometimes in whispers
and sometimes in gestures. He waos
agitated ond very concerned both in
regard to his own future detention as
well as the others. He made it clear
to me that he feored that the assoults
that he complained of would continue
until the end of his detention unless
steps were token to stop those in
contral of him and the others from
treating them in any unlowful manner.

“Not Impartial

In reply the Minister of Poljce ond the
Commissioner of the South African
Police submitted affidavits from 29
people, almost all are employees of
the state operating within the prison
where the detoinees are being held.
They included security police whe had
been interrogating the detainees,
their commanding officer and a part-
time district surgeon.

Professor A. 5. Mathews in conside-
ring the Schermbrucker v Klindt N. O.*
case in which Mrs. Schermbrucker ap-
plied for an order declaring that the
methods of interrogation employed
against her husbond were unlowful,
indicated the possible short-commings
of outomatically assuming thot stote
officials are impartial persons.

*1. A 5. Mathews and R. C. Albina. THE
PERMANENCE OF THE TEMPORARY -
AND EXAMINATION OF THE 90 AND
180 DAY DETENTION LAWS; South Afri-
can Law Joumal

“Another troubling feature of the
attitude of the full court was its heavy
reliance on the wvisit to the applicants
husband of o magistrate and, ofter
the lounching of the proceedings, of
a district surgeon. . . .

"We do not say thot the particular
magistrate and district surgeon invol-
ved were biosed but simply that the
courts cannot hand out general certi-
ficates of impartiality to Stote officials.
The Magistrate is a stote employee
and the district surgeon holds a State
appointment and the appearance of
impartiality is therefore absent. Whe-
ther the appearence conincides with
reality is o matter of fact which can-
not be taken for granted”.

The partiality or Iimpartiality of the
statements mode by the magistrate,
district surgeon ond members of the
security police were not examined du-
ring the hearing on Mr. Chetty’s appli-
cation.

Most of the affidavits produced by the
state dealt with security police denials
of assualts on the detoinees and the
improbability of the information contai-
ned in Mr. Chetty's offidavit having
been communicated to him.

Evidence from the district surgeon
showed no signs of assoult. After o
complaint from Mr. L Maobondlwa of
having being kicked in the side, the
district surgeon found the side to be
tender but thot Mr. Mabandiwa did
not show signs of pain when his rib
cage wos pressed. He thus ruled out
the possibility of physical injury.

The application for rellef failed in
every aspect. In giving judgement, Mr.
Justice Trengrove stated that there
were 'at present very serious doubts
on allegations of ill-treatment of de-
tainees.”

Mr. Justice Trengrove found also that
even if the court "had the power to
require o magistrate to toke a state-
ment, affidavit or evidence on com-
mission from a detoinee, the magi-
strate would not be entitled under
Section 66 to disclose this to the
court”. On this basis he saw no reo-
son to grant relief until such aoffide-
vits could be obtained from the de-
tainees themselves.

Prof. Mathews has commented on this
aspect of the judgement:

“While the last word on the legal cor-
rectness of that interpretation may
not yet have been spoken, the logic
of the decision implies the conclusion
that the court's investigating powers
have been set ot naught even if the
information leaks out that o detainee

is slowly being:done to death.

Is that what the Government intended
when it put Section 5ix of the Terro-
rism Act betore Parliament?®”

(Star, 14th November, 1974)

12 On Trial

Since then, Sathasivan Cooper and
eleven others — Justice Lindane Myeza,
Mosioua Lekotn, Maitshe Mokoape,
Nkwenke Nkomo, Pandelain Nefolo-
vhodwe, Kaborane Sedibe, Rabron
Hare, Strini Moodley, Sadique Varia-
va, Zitulele Cindi and S. Ahmed Ismail
~ were brought before a Pretorio ma-
gistrate and chaorged under the so-
called Terrorism Act

Mr. |. M. Ayob. of Johannesburg., ap-
peared for all 12 detainees. He alse
asked whether since they were now
all awaiting trial prisoners, they could
be kept in custody in the some cell.
Mr. Burger said he could not grant
such a request, but it was up to the
prison authorities to make such an ar-
rangement.

Embraces

When the detainees were escorted
Into court by security police and uni-
form bronch men, there was o loud
murmur of excitement among the
Black relatives and friends.

In the few seconds before the magi-
strate entered the court, the datai-
nees greeted friends and relatives they
had not seen for five months with jo-
viality and laughter.

They all trooped in singing "Azikatali
noma siboshwa”, (We don't care if we
are arrested . , . We fight for free-
dom), @ song written ond made po-
pular by Vuyisile Mini, the AN.C
leader who was executed in the early
sixties.

Mr. I.M. Ayeb, who represented the
detoinees, said he had recelved no
official communication that they were
to appear in court on the day they did
appear.

He was told by an ocquaintance they
would appear before a magistrote
early in the morning.

He immediately went to Pretoria and
waited at the court from 10 am till
230 pm without being able to con-
firm thot the men would appear.

At 2.30 he was told by the senior pu-
blic prosecutor that they would appeor
later in the ofterncon. The men fi-
nally appeared before the magistrate
at 4.30 pm.

The case is continuing.
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‘South Africa has a new head of state, He is President Ni-
coloas Diederichs, 72, the recently retired Minister of Fi-
nance. A small bespectacled man who has been little asso-
‘ciated in the public mind with the more brutal and visible
aspects of the Nationalist Government's policies, he is the
object of o myth. No better description of the mythical Die-
derichs can be found than this recent comment in the Rand
Daily Maill:

"Success and power mellowed the young and idealistic Die-
derichs into the widely respected and influential grand-
fatherly figure, immensely wise and learned, that he is todoy.
So much so that he is liked, even loved, by oll communities
in South Africa.”

The same article, describing the Diederichs of recent years,
continues:

“He moved with ease through the financial capitals of the
world, effectively putting South Africa’s case for a higher
gold price, and proved to be the equal of the 'Gnomes of
Zurich' by obtaining loans whenever they were needed —
despite the unpopularity of his government’s policies.”

The time has come to strip off Diederich's mask of gentle
wisdom and to reveal the dyed-in-the-wool fascist under-
neath. SECHABA therefore introduces to the world the real
president of South Africa. His story is the story of the rise
of fascism in its South African form — Afrikaner nationa-
lism.

Diederichs was born into the heart of reactionary Afrikaner-
dom. The Oronge Free State was his birthplace and home
for over 20 years. Bom in 1903, he later groduated from
Grey College which has since become the University of the
Orange Free State. In the mid-1920's he furthered his oco-
demic training overseas. Like many budding Afrikaner na-
tional-intellectuals in the twenties ond thirties, he was
drown to the seat of European fascism — Gemany, Diede-
richs studied at the universities of Cologne, Munich, and
Berlin.

In 1928, about the time when Diederichs returned to South
Africa, National Socialism was still o weak force in Ger-
many. In the election of that year Hitler's porty did very
poorly, whereas the Sociol Democrats won severol million
votes. But the ideos of National Secialism were in the air,
and they were congenial to the ambitions of the young scho-
lar = already o rocist — from South Adrica.

One of his first preoccupations on returning to his old col-
lege in the Free Stote was to split the white student move-
ment and isolate Afrikaner students from the coutious pa-
ternalism of the liberals who led NUSAS at that time. He
was one of the founders of the Afrikaner Studente Bond
(ASB), which has ever since been a breeding ground for
the most reoctionary ond racist influences in white South
Africa. By 1933 Diederichs wos o professor of Political
Science and Philosophy, and from this secure base devotad
himself to the building of Afrikaner nationalism os an ideo-
logical, politicol and orgonisational force.
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Broederbonder

He joined the Broederbond - the secret society which mo-
ster-minded the strategy of Afrikaner nationalism right
through into the 1950's. Close associotes included Albert
Hertzog (self-styled 'protector’ of the white mineworkers
from Communism, loter o Nationalist Government cobinet
minister, until moving into an ultra-right position in the late
1960/s), and Dr. H. F. Verwoerd, (then editor of Die Trans-
voaler and later Prime Ministar).

It was the Broederbond that planned ond brought into
being some of the main instruments of Afrikaner nationa-
lism. One of them was the Reddingsdaoodbond, which was,
formally launched ot @ National Economic Conference in
Bloemfontein in October 1939. The nome is hard to trans-
late. It might be literally the Rescue-work Society, or the
Active Rehabilitation Asseciation. Copitalising on the de-
vastoting effects on both rural and urban Afrikaner com-
munities of the world-wide economic depression of the
1930's, this organisation set out to save Afrikoners from
‘Poor Whiteism’, i. e. from sinking to the economic level of
the black majority, losing their rocial privileges, and deve-
loping @ common class identity with the black working
masses.? .

Meore concretely, the Reddingsdoadbond set out to built up
Afrikaner capitalism, using a racist national chauvinism to
persuade smoll formers and troders to pool their resources
to promote new and larger Afrikaner copitolist enterprises.
In its first 11 years it raised over R40 million, It director and
chief organiser was Dr, Diederichs,

The other concrete aim of the Reddingsdoadbond (RDE)
became a major personal interest of Diederich's: to divide
the working class on rocial lines, and by copturing the main
trade unions to line up the Afrikaner workers behind Afri-
kaner copitalism and white domination. Anybody who looks
at the Notionaolist Party's trade union wing today (the Con-
federation of Labour) and the wider political role of the bulk
of the white working class can see all too clearly. how well
Diederichs and his fellow reactionaries succeeded in their
aim,

Indeed, not content with being chairman of a special lo-
bour section of the RDB, Diederichs was one of those who
in 1944 founded the Blankewerkersbeskermingsbond (white
workers’ protection society). Of this it hos beean written:

“lts professed oim wos to propagate christion nationalism,
combat communism, ogitote for segregation and generally
to promote workers’' interests. Functionally it served to de-
tach Alrikaners from the lobour movement ond secure their
allegiance to the Nationalist Party,"?

The society's monthly journol was colled Die Blanke Werker
(The White Worker). It “preached the doctrine of organic
solidarity between Afrikoner employer, worker and con-
sumer.’"s

When, like mony another Notionalist politician, he reaped
the reward of his years of whipping up the black and the
red bogeys, by entering Parliament for the first time in the
1948 election, it was only natural that he should be one of
the members of the Select Commission which paved the way
for the Suppression of Communism Act. There followed not
only the outlawing of the Communist Party but a systema-
tic onslought on oll democratic and anti-racist forces, in
particular on the leaders of the ANC and Indien Congress.
At the height of the Cold War internationally, with McCar-
thyism raging in the United States, it was fitting thot the
first MNationalist MP to be invited to America by the US

State Department should be none other than Dr. Diede-
richs. He went for @ 3-month tour, in 1954,

Throughout his long porliomentory coreer, from 1948 1o
1974, Diederichs consistently implemented the programme
he and others hod worked out in the 1930's. Badk in 1941,
in a book called "Ons Republiek” (Our Republic), he con-
tributed a chapter on 'The Republican State of the Fu-
ture’. In this he argued that the ideal republican state would
not exist to protect the so-called rights ond freedoms of in-
dividuols but to ensure the existence of the (Afrikoner)
Volk. Later, making his maiden speech in porliament in
August 1948, he mode it clear that in his view liberal de-
mocracy was the thin end of the wedge of socialist revolu-
tion and wos utterly incompatible with the ideals of Afri-
kaner nationalism. )

Demagoguery

In 1958 he become Minister of Economic Affairs, and loter
Minister of Finonce, In this role he was quidkly compelled
to drop the anti-monopoly copital demagoguery with which
he had masked his reactionary bourgoeis aims to the white
workers during the Depression years. Then he had talked
airily of natienalising the gold mines. Now he was the re-
gulator of the class interests of the big banks and mining-
finance houses, South Africa’s spokesman on the Govern-
ing Board of the International Monetary Fund, and travell-
ing salesman for the return of the international capitalist
monetary system to a more direct gold basis. No more was
heard of nationalising gold — only of pushing its price up
to strengthen the financial sinews of the apartheid regime
and boost the profits of the ruthless mining industry, For
Diederichs this wos the main aim ot o time when galloping
inflation invaded the South African economy bringing misery
and starvation to millions of black workers and their fami-
lies,

Dr. Diederichs is not the first Nationalist politician ond ex-
Cabinet Minister to become Stote President. He may not
be the last. But he demonstrates even more clearly than his
predecessors Swart and Fouche the ideological and class
character of the apartheid stote in oll its hideous and mon-
strous ugliness. Far from being an unsuitable President tor
white South Africa today, Diererichs is opartheid's ideal
figure-head. For the Rond Daily Mail to suggest that he is
liked, even loved, by all communities in South Africa, is so
fantastic as to be laughable. It tells more about that poper
as the leading organ of the interests of Western-oriented
mining-and-finance copital thon it does about Diederichs.

The oppressed peoples of South Africa care nothing for the
likes of President Diederichs. He neither represents nor
misrepresents them. He is nothing to them but another
stone in the path, one obstacle among many in their path
to victory and freedom. What he stands for is already los-
ing its sway throughout the world, Led by the ANC, the
people of South Africa will wipe out oll he stands for and
realise the vision of the Freedom Charter.

Sources

1} Rand Daily Mail 31 Jan. 1975

2) For hull details, see Brian Bunting: The Rise of the South Afri-
can Reich,

3) & 4) H ) & R_E Simons: Closs and Colour in South Africo
p. 563
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DECLARATION FOR A NEW
SOUTH AFRICA

In the lost issue of Sechaba we reported briefly on the
Black Renaissance Convention which took ploce in Ham-
monskroal, South Africa. Since then we have received full
texts of o declaration and resolutions aedopted at the Con-
yention which was attented by 300 delegotes representing
various shades of Bladk opinion in the country.

During the course of the Convention the gathering stood
in silence for o few minutes at the request of a delegate
in honour and In memory of: "the lote Chief Lutuli and
all past leaders of the Black peoples; Nelson Mandela and
all political prisoners; Abraham Tiro ond all those who

 were murdered by our oppressors; Oliver Tambo ond all

those Bladk leaders who have been forced into exile,”

Declaration

A Declaration adopted by the Convention states:

® We, the Block people of South Africa, meeting ot the
Block Renaissance Convention in December 1974 declare
that:

* We condemn ond so reject the policy of separate deve-
lopment and all its institutions.

* We reject oll forms of racism and discrimination,

® We dedicate ourselves towards striving for:

* A totolly united and democratic South Africo, free from
ol forms of oppression and exploitation,

* A society in which all people participate fully in the go-
vernmant of the country through the medium of one man,
one wote.

* A soclety in which there is an equitable distribution of
wealth.

* An anti-racist society.

e We call upen all our people and all our organisations to
organise their efforts towards securing the release of all
political prisoners, detainees and banned people.

Resolutions

The fellowing resalutions were also adopted:

® This Convention: :

* Declares that legalised racism in South Africa is o threot
to world peace and therefore calls upon all the countries of
the world to withdrow cultural, educational, economic, man-
power and militory support to the existing rocist government
and all its racist institutions.

* Expresses its shock and dismay at the axpropriotion of the
Federal Theological Seminary in Alice and calls upon the
Black community to fight for the continued survival of this
institution,

* Adknowledges that it is not the first to convene o meet-
ing of Black people and states firmly that it wishes to con-
tinue in the efforts that have token ploce in the past

® This Convention noting that:

* The great majority of Black people are workers;

* Besides being discriminated ogoinst, the workers sufier
the most blatant forms of exploitation;

* The wages that workers receive are far below the bread-
line and that they are therefore frustrated in the ottempt
to use their bargaining power;

® therefore resolves that:

* the Government should immediately recognise African
Trade Unions; :

* that the workers should organise themselves into trade
unions free from Government interference.

No Love Songs
in South Africa

There shall be no love songs

In Sowth Africa this year,

For love emanates from the beart

And in Capetown there are no bearts of love.
Only malignant coronaries which transmit the
W arped brains of racists to bleed upon the
Tortured bodies of oppressed blacks.

There shall be no love songs

To lull minds of black children to

Dreain of beautiful fantasies or soft
Harmonious nights. The blood of black
Patriots still covers the soil of

Jobannesburg with yesterday's sadness.

No songs to comfort the poor who die

From malnuirition and are buried in

Black graves witbout markers.

There sball be no love songs

In South Africa this year,

Only conga drums beating dirges

And the screams of black motbers
Calling for their sons te

Come bome from the dead

Smell of diamond mines.

No love songs

For a lonely black widow,

W bose busband's beart beats in captivity
Beneath the slimy white flesh of apartheid.
No love songs.

They bave all been murdered
Assassinated by bastards who will deny
A black man bumanity but steal bis
Heart so inburtanity might live,

There shall be no love songs

In South Africa this year.

They must rest in silence until the drums
Of black people are ramped down the throats
Qf their oppressors. To beat death music
For those who dare steal a black man's beart

S0 a mclist can live to torment black children®. . .

Anon.




oMITH PREPARING
HIS NEST EGG

Having read the writing on the wall,
the illegal Prime Minister of Zimbabwe
intends getting as much out of the
country as he can before he Ffinally
packs up his bogs.and goes.

A  non-parliomentary committee of
three business men - noturclly all
White - hos recommended thaot
Smith's salary be nearly doubled -
from R18 D00 to R33 00O.

Proposals for Ministerial increases will
bring Ministers solories to R22000 a
year. This will be maore thon their
counterparts earn in Britain, South
Africa, Australia, New Zealand and
Canada.

And oll this comes ot a time when
starvation is rife in the Afdcan greos
and at o time when the government it-
salf has introduced price control, wage
restroints and soaring inflation. Smith
and his cligue want to bleed the coun-
try as much as they con before being
kicked out.

* k K K %

Smith’s Terror

A London Sunday newspaper recently
published a picture of a black priso-
ner ot Salisbury’'s top security joil being
strapped down by warders before
being Hogged.

The picture was token according to the
Sunday People by Peter Spencer the
prison warder who helped British-born
banker Kenneth Mclntosh escape from
a 14 year joil term for esplonoge and
illegal currency dealing. (Mcintosh waos
recoptured recently).

The story, which the poper says is told
by Mr, Spencer himself ond carries his
byline and photograph, says:"l took
the picture of the flogging of a black
man with a concealed mini-camera.

22

“l could have got 14 years for that. As
a prison officer | was supposed to keep
the secrets of lan Smith’s prison.”

Blindfolded

“For the flogging shown in the pic-
ture five warders stropped a prisoner
to a special bench. That Is standard
procedure, "he said,

"Victims are blindfolded so they can-
not tell how soon their agony will be-

FINANCIAL DETENTE

“They cannot see the warder, wiel.
ding a half-inch-thick birch, But awai-
ting-trial prisoners can hear the
screams as up to o dozen strokes cut
into the man’s bodk,"” the article says.
“"As o new recruit | was expected to
learn from the old hands how to keep
discipline over some 2,000 prisoners,
most of them black. The main methods
were brutality and fear,” it goes on.

ﬁnmmnn Practice

The orticle says beating with sticks,
cones, batons ond straps wos com-
mon. African prisoners were padeed
up to 80 in a cell -~ a long bare room
with sleeping mots and some blankets.
“Condemned prisoners did not suffer
physical ill-treatment — but there was
plenty of mental cruelty,” odds the
article.

A favourite “joke”, it says was to put
a piece of string around a condem-
ned man’s neck and tell him he was
being measured for a noose. Some-
times the condemned men were told
they would be discharged on a certoin
day — in fact the doy they were due
te be hanged.

(Exactly the same procedures are fol-
lowed in the South African Jails — Ed.)

By Bob Connolly

RHODESIA
PAYMASTER




Kissinger Seen Hardening on
Portugal

Washington this fall has been alive
with reports of Kissinger's anxiety over
the presence and activity of Commu-
nists in the new Portuguese Govern-
ment. Miguel Acoca, a Washington
Post reporter stationed in Lisbon, has
reported in a series of articles (October
27 November 19, Movember 23} thot
Kissinger is reluctant to deal affirmati-
vely with the Portuguese Government,
that he is holding up aid to Portugal,
*dragging his feet” on Azores negotio-
tions, ond requesting thot the Portu-
guese not have access to strategic
defense data of NATO. The Secretary
of State is described as fearing that
Portugal may be the first in a southern
European progression toward Com-
munist governments: Portugal, then
Spain, then ltoly, then Greece. The
NATO Nuclear Planning Group (NPG)
meeting which had been scheduled for
November 7 and which would have
been the first NPG meeting which Por-
tugal would have attended as a mem-
ber, was postponed ot the request of
the US. (Later the Portuguese withdrew
form membership in the NPG.) Accord-
ing to Acoca's sources, Kissinger per-
sonally dispotched Deputy Director of
the CIA, Vernon Walters, to Portugal to
evoluate the situation first hand, to
asses the degree of Communist octivity
and the likely direction Portugal would

go.

One indicator of Kissinger's attitude
toward Portugal is his dismissal of
Ambassador Stuart Nash Scott on No-
vember 16 and his oppointment of
Frank Carlucel as Scott's replament.
Scott had been Ambassador to Portu-
gal only since December 23 of last
year, so his dismissal is surprising. As
there were no advonce rumors about
the dismissal at the State Department
prior to its announcement in the press,
State Department Desk Officers relat-
ing primarily to Portugal think the de-
cision to fire Scott wos made by the
Secretary of Stote personally and re-
flects his dissatisfaction and/or dis-
agreement with Ambassador Scott.
Kissinger and Scott are said to dis-
agree obout the significance of Com-
munist activity in Portugal. As describ-
ed by Acoca in the November 19
Washington Post Scott's views are:
“that despite the appointment of o
Communist as minister without port-
folio, the presence of Marxists among
the military leadership, and leftist con-
trol of the news media, there is little
chance of a Communist takeover
there." Further, "He believes thot the
Communists are not favored by the pre-
sent electoral law, and thinks they are

unlikely to win control of the Con- wup during the anti-white reoction
stituent Assembly next March . . . (he) following Congo's independence from
has recommended thot the United Belgium), ond 196465 os Counsel in

UNITED STATES

States do nothing to capsize the pro-
visional government and create hostile
reactions among the Portuguese.”

Scott's views ore congruent with the
State Department position as reflected
by the Portugal Desk Officer, William
Kelley. Kelley predicts that in the March
elections the Communists will win at
most only 15-20 per cent of the seats
in Portugal's Constituent Assembly and
will play a very minor role in the new
government of Portugal whidh follows
from the Assembly's deliberations.
Judging by the similarity of views be-
tween Scott and Kelley it seems Kis-
singer and the Stote Department “Ex-
perts’ on Portugal are in disagree-
ment.

Carlucci brings a surprising diplomatic
background to his new positien as
ombassador to a country moving to-
ward decolonization in Africa. OFf his
four previous assignments as a career
foreign service officer, Carlucci spent
three terms in Africa: 1957-80 os Eco-
nomic Officer in South Africa, 1960-62
as Political Officer in Congo-Leopold-
ville {(now Zaire) (where he was beaten

Zanzibar. At the beginning of 1965, the
Tanzonion Government asked that Car-
lueci leave. charging him with subver-
sive activities. Press stories at the time
suggested that the oction might have
been a symbolic expression of Tan-
ranian dissatisfaction with US policy
on the Congo. Corlucci's lost foreign
assignment was Brasil, where he stayed
until 1969 before moving to other de-
partments in Washington.

On November 27, the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee favourably re-
ported Carlucci’'s nominagtion. Con-
gressman Michael Harrington testified,
expressing his concern about press
reports of recent US intervention (in-
cluding CIA) in Portugel, and the lack
of information obout these opparent
policy chonges avaoilable to Congress.
Harrington sald that “with memories
of (the CIA's) recent record ip Chile. ..
| give credence to the largely circum-
stantial evidence which has been
assembled in the Portuguese case.”
He hoped that the Senate Committee
would hold off confirmation of Carlucci
until Congress was consulted about
recent US policy shifts. Tarucci, asked
to respond to Harrington's stotement,
said: "To my knowledge there is no




such intervention (by the CIA)." When
asked to explain further he said, "It
means that | know, ond thot there is
none.” The Committee opproved Car-
lucci's nomination despite Harrington's
request, and sent it to the full Senate
for final action.

The Portuguese Armed Forces Move-
ment has been dismoyed by the US
attitude toward their government, os
evidenced by the snagged negotiations
over the Azores base Agreement. Since
the treaty expires in February, negotia-
tions over renewed US use of the base
have been in progress. However, on
November 14, Acting Portuguese
Defense Minister Vitor Alves indicated
that the US probably will not receive
full rights to the Lojes base, and that
the final treaty will probably confine
US use of the Azores to NATO pur-
poses only. Since the Azores wos used
by the US as o stop-off point in the
resupply of Israel, the Arabs would like
to see US access to the base cut off.
According to several reports, Kuwait,
Libya and Saudi Arabia hove offered
Portugal oil and econamic aid in re-
turn for Portugal's denying the US con-
tinued use of the base.

Portugal is also concerned about US
foot-dragging on the question of
economic aid. President Francisco
Costoa Gomes and Foreign Minister
Mario Scares both explored aid possi-
bilities with Kissinger this fall in Wa-
shington, and both went home empty-
handed. In contrast, the Soviet Union
offered Portugal petroleum in exchonge
for various Portuguese exports.

US relations with the new government
in Portugal are quite uncertain. The
developing US policy toward Portugal
appears strikingly reminscent of US
political intervention and aid cut-offs
to Chile, ond the Portuguese are
understandably concerned.

More Liberal Congress Expected
in January

The new 1975 Congress will probably
be more liberal on certoin issues. The
major change is the gain of 44 Demo-
crats in the House of Representatives.
The impoct of this goin on Southern
Africa can be evaluated in part by the
kinds of Republicans the Democrots
will be replacing. The right-wing Re-
publican 5teering Committee, which
provided a forum for Deputy Minister
of Information Eschel Rhoodie to meet
with sympathetic members of Congress,
lost 35 of its members, including its
President and three of the four vice
presidents. By contrast, the liberal Re-
publican Wednesday Group lost only
one member, John Dellenbodk, who
had a strong interest in Africa, fav-
ouring a "'dialogue" position.

Although the erosion of the conserva-
tive Republican  power base in the
house will weaken the pro-apartheid
forces, it is equally important to con-
sider the election fote of their leader-
ship. On the one hand, several of the
conservatives who actively support
white Southern Africa will remain in
Washington, and some have goined
additional power. California represen-
totive Bob Wilson, who hosted o meet-
ing for Rhoodie in October, retoined
his seat ond will move up to be ranking
Republican member of the House
Armed Services Committee. Repre-
sentative .Edward Derwinski, who took
an active role ogainst the Rhodesian
sanctions bill this year, will retain his
seat as ranking Republican member
on the Africa Sub-committee. On the
other hand, several conservatives who
support South Africa were defeoted in
November. In one of the surprise up-
sets of the election, Louis Wyman lost
his bid for the Senate seat from New
Hempshire by enly ten votes. Wyman
had provided contocts for South Afri-
can Military officials at the Pentogon,
so South Africa’s lobbyist's will be sorry
to see him go. Also, H. R. Gross will ne
longer be on the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee to obstruct progressive bills on
Southern Africa, and Louisiana Repre-
sentative John Rarick will not be in
Congress to add his open racism to
floor debates.

Most of the Representatives who have
token leadership against white rule in
Southern Africa will still be in Congress
in 1975, The only loss in the House
Africo Sub-committee was John Culver,
who will be in the Senate next year.
Among the incoming Democrats, there
moy be others who will be supportive
of this position, for example, Harold
Ford, o Black Representative from
Memphis, Tennessee, defeated conser-
vative Dan Kuykendall. Ford will be the
seventeenth member of the Con-
gressional Black Coucus. The strength
of the Southern Africa leadership in the
94th Congress is hard to measure,
since no joint strategy for oction has
yet been decided on.

The election brought fewer changes to
the Senate than to the House. The most
important change for those watching
Southern Africh policy is the change in
the chairmanship of the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee. John Sparkman of
Alaboamao, a consitstent supporter of
white-ruled Africa, will reploce mode-
rate William Fulbright. While Spark-
man, at 74, is not expected to be a
strong chairman, South African Foreign
Minister Hillgard Muller did stop by
to nurture his support in October.

Committee assignments to the House
and Senate Armed Services and For-
eign Affairs Committees will be decided
by party coucuses in December. (Wa-
shington Post. Nov. 14, 1974)

Under Secretary Easum Visits
Southermn Africa

Donald Easum, Assistant Secretary of
State for African Affairs, made a five-
week trip to Southern Africa in October
and MNovember of 1974, A major pur-
pose ‘of the trip, apart from generol
tomiliarization, appears to have been
ossessing the changes within Southern
Africa in light of the Portuguese coup
and the ottempt to expel South Africa
from the United Nations,

Easum stressed in his meeting with
African leaders thot the LIS expects to
see South Africa end its support of Rho-
desia, end its occupation of Namibiag,
and make substontial chonges in its
internal policy of opartheid. He de-
fended the US veto on the basis of
South Africa’s promise on these issues.

Easum oppears to have been -urging
black leaders to normaolize relotions
with South Africa and give her a
change to fulfill her promises of reform.
According to David Ottoway of the Wa-
shington Fost, "it oppears that the U5
maoy play an important role in forth-
coming diplomatic maneuvers between
South Africa aond black African na-
tions." This policy of encouraging
detente between the black and white
states of the area seems consistent with
the view of US interests recently ex-
posed in the 1962 National Security
Study Memorandum on Southern
Africa. In this document, the goal of
US policy is seen as "balancing” US
economic and strategic interests in
Southern Africa with its political and
economic interests in black Africa. If
detente is accomplished, the political
price for continued. or expanded, US
invelvement in white-ruled Africa would
decrease.

Easum was also Interested in assessing
the current situation in the former Por-
tuguese colonies. He met in Mozam-
bique with FRELIMO president Samoro
Machel. Easum alse hoped to meet with
representatives of the three liberation
movements in Angola.

Easums’ other stops to speak with top
government leaders were Zoire, Zam-
bia, Malawi, Tanzanio, Botswana, Le-
sotho, Swaziland, and South Alfrico.
(Johannesburg Star, Nov. 19, 1974;
Washington Post, Nov. 14, 1974)
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