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South 
Africa's 
Black 
Political 

iPrison
Hard Labor on Robben Island: Breaking Stones

by Hilda Bernstein 

LONDON - Small and rocky, 
windswept Robben Island rises from 
the Atlantic just outside the entrance 
to South Africa's Cape Town harbor.  
Once lepers were sent there. The sur
rounding miles of ocean made prison
ers of the outcasts and effectively pro
tected their countrymen on the main
land from infection.  

The island still serves South Africa 
as a kind of leper colony, though now 
the contagion isolated there is not bac
teriological, but political.  

Today, Robben Island is the white 
government's maximum-security pri
son for non-Europeans. Thirteen hun
dred men and women-blacks, In
dians and people of mixed race, the so
called coloreds-are held there, 800 
on outright political charges, 500 for 
other reasons.  

Their physical isolation is reinforced 
by a regulation that prohibits prisoners 
from receiving any news of the outside 
world for the duration of their sen
tence. Moreover, since few visitors are 
permitted and since the South African 
news media publishes no descriptions 
of prison conditions, the outside world 
knows little of life on Robben Island.  

Recently, however, I spoke with 
two men now free after serving long 

Bernstein, a white South African poli
tical activist living in exile in London is 
the author of The World That Was 
Ours, an account of her family's politi
cal activities, For Their Triumphs and 
Their Tears, a book about South Afri
can women, and of a forthcoming bio
graphy of Steve Biko.  
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terms on the island. Both are South 
African-born Indians: Indries Naidoo, 
who spent 10 years on Robben, and 
Mac Mararaj, who served 12. The por
trait they paint of life in South Africa's 
toughest prison is chilling.  

The penal colony mirrors South 
African society: every authority figure 
is white. Every aspect of daily life is 
governed by regulations which de
mand different treatment for members 
of each racial category and which dis
tinguish between the male and female 
members of each.  

Naidoo, whose father was an a
dopted son of Mahatma Gandhi, grew 
up in Johannesburg, where his family 
home was a local center of political 
activity. In 1964, he was arrested, con
victed of attempted sabotage and sent 
to Robben Island.  

Mararaj was arrested at about the 
same time and, along with four other 
men, convicted of attempting to revive 
Umkhonto we Sizwe (Spear of the 
Nation), the military wing of the Afri
can National Congress, a nonwhite 
political party suppressed in the early 
1960s. His 12-year sentence was the 
shortest meted out to his group.  

After their release from prison, both 
men were "banned," that is, restricted 
to their homes by government order 
and forbidden contact with anyone but 
members of their immediate families.  
Ultimately, however, Naidoo and 
Mararaj managed to slip away and
with the covert aid of friends'-nmade 
their way to London.  

Both describe their prison years as a 
period of almost unremitting humilia
tion and torment. On Robben Island, 
even such elemental items as food and

clothing are strictly apportioned along 
racial lines. For example, colored and 
Indian prisoners are entitled to a daily 
bread ration, but until 1972 blacks 
were not. Since then, the African in
mates have been given about four 
ounces of bread twice each week.  
Similarly, colored and Indian prison
ers receive a portion of jam or syrup 
and about two ounces of sugar daily.  
Blacks get no jam or syrup at all and 
only about 11/2 ounces of sugar.  

Since prisoners of all three nonwhite 
racial categories eat and work together, 
their unequal diets are manifest to all.  
"We would sit in the quadrangle eating 
the same meal, side by side," says 
Mararaj. "But I would have a full table
spoon of sugar on my porridge and the 
African next to me only a half. I would 
be given bread every day, he would be 
given only a soft, watery pap (porridge 
made from cornmeal). For years, the 
Africans were not permitted even a 
scrap of bread. But it was illegal for me 
to share one speck of sugar or my piece 
of bread with my African comrade." 

The allocation of clothing is vet 
another reminder that on Robben 
Island some nonwhites are even more 
unequal than others. During Cape 
Town's bitter winters, which often 
bring dripping fog and high winds, 
warmn clothing is not just a luxury, but a 
necessity.  

Yet, according to Mararaj, "In win
ter we (Indians and coloreds) were 
given long trousers, shoes and socks 
and a felt hat. The Africans had open 
sandals, no socks and shorts all year 
round. You are there, side bv side. You 
come under the same lash. But still 
there is this terrible discrimination-



no one can conceive how bitter it is, no 
one.  

Housing by Politics 
Housing is the one area of life on 

Robben Island where race is not the 
overriding consideration. Instead, pri
soners are divided according to poli
tics.  

When an inmate arrives on the 
island, he is assigned to one of four 
levels: A, B, C or D. Prisoners as
signed to the D level receive the few
est internal privileges. For example, 
they are allowed to mail and receive 
only one letter and have but one visitor 
every six months. All political prison
ers are automatically consigned to the 
D level, while all other inmates
including murderers-have their cases 
considered individually.  

Then, whatever their racial cate
gory, most prisoners are assigned to a 
section of communal cells: one for 
general prisoners; one for those con
victed under South Africa's notorious 
Terrorism Act, and one for inmates 
from Namibia, who are not allowed 
any contact with South African prison
ers. Recently, another section was 
added to house men and women con
victed during the wave of political 
trials that has occurred during the past 
year. Apparently, authorities hope to 
revent these new arrivals from pass

ing fresh news of the outside world to 
longtime inmates.  

About 40 prominent D-level prison
ers are confined in so-called single 
cells. They include Nelson Mandela, 
59, president of the proscribed African 
National Congress, Walter Sisulu, 63, 
the party's general secretary, Govan 
Mbeki, the group's national chairman, 
and Andre Mlangeni, an influential 
party member. All are serving life sen
tences.  

The cells in which they are confined 
measure 7 by 71/2 feet and open onto a 
courtyard. Single-cell prisoners may 
never work near or speak to inmates 
held in communal housing, Mararaj, 
who spent most of his 12 years in the 
single cells, recalls what it was like: 

'Our first job was breaking stones 
with a four-pound hammer. Every 
day, we were taken from our cells into 
the enclosed yard, and there we sat in 
the same place week after week. We 
never saw the outside world, never a 
blade of grass, just the quadrangle into 
which our cells led and patch of sky.  
We were evenly spaced out and never 
permitted to speak to each other." 

Naidoo, on the other hand, passed 
his 10-year sentence in communal 
cells, where crowding rather than per
sonal isolation was the major problem:

"We were 80 or 90 in a cell built for 
no more than 25, so we tried to main
tain the utmost discipline. We formed 
a committee, but this was declared 
illegal. We were never allowed to 
speak on behalf of others. When we 
made a complaint it had to be 'I,' but 
still we said We.'Then, they wouldn't 
listen to us.  

"For the first five years, most of us 
worked in the quarries. We had to 
break stones, to fulfill a certain quan
tity of work each day. If not, we were 
punished at the weekend by the depri
vation of three meals.  

"In the first years many of us had this 
punishment. I for one was never able

Nelson Mandela, ANC President, sen
tenced to life on Robben Island.  

to fulfill my quota. It was impossible.  
Others helped me or I would steal from 
the previous day's stones. In 1971, the 
quarries were flooding, they had gone 
below sea level. So, we were em
ployed bringing stones from the quar
ries to the prison yard itself. Quarry 
work now is supposed to be only a form 
of punishment.  

Psychological Assaults 
Most prisoners, however, suffer far 

less from physical abuse than they do 
from their white jailers' almost con
stant psychological assaults. For exam
ple, South Africa's Prisons Act obliges 
authorities to allow all inmates to 
remain in contact with their families.  
Yet over the years, such communica
tion has been severely restricted.  

"More and more, we were cut off 
completely from the outside world, 
even from our families," says Mararaj.

"I once received a letter where all that 
was left was the address of the sender.  
The entire letter had been cut away, 
the blank paper between what had 
been paragraphs held the whole page 
together and at one end was the signa
ture of the sender. But that counted as 
a letter received, when I was allowed 
only one every six months.  

'At first they cut letters going out of 
Robben Island in the same way. But 
now they make it seem as though they 
have not been censored. They make 
prisoners rewrite them, leaving out 
certain sections and if, after the second 
Qr'-third time, they are not satisfied, 
they won't send it. But the letters pri
soners receive-they just use- the scis
sors.  

"When my wife, Tim, visited me she 
told me she was leaving the country on 
an exit permit. I then asked the com
mandant, as she is leaving, please let 
me combine my next three or four 
letters (each letter is limited to 500 
words) so I can deal with all sorts of 
family problems, misunderstandings 
between us.  

"He said: Yes, it was okay. I wrote a 
five-page letter and was assured it had 
been sent. All those years I believed 
she had received it andperhaps under
stood ...until I came here. Yes, she 
had received bits and pieces of my 
letter, all cut up. She never knew what 
I had really wanted her to know." 

Even when family members are 
allowed to visit an inmate, watchful 
l uards are careful to see that the abso
ute prohibition against outside news is 

maintained. Any remark that does not 
relate directly to family affairs auto
matically terminates a visit. A family 
member may not, for example, say, 
"There's been an earthquake in Iran or 
an election in the United States." 

In time, however, prisoners learn to 
interpret certain signs of outside tur
moil. For instance, when magazines 
circulate with an extraordinarily large 
number of articles clipped from their 
pages, it is usually a sign that political 
activity has increased in South Africa.  
Moreover, such periods are usually 
accompanied by increased brutality on 
the part of the guards.  

Such physical abuse, which once 
included outright torture, has been 
moderated of late by United Nations, 
Red Cross and Amnesty International 
comlaints and in response to protests 
by the prisoners themselves. How
ever, when one group of inmates re
cently staged a hunger strike, they 
were convicted of "endangering their 
own health" and given longer sen
tences.  

MARCH 1978/SOUTHERN AFRICA 3



Such punishments are part of Rob
ben Island's incredibly intricate sys
tem of internal discipline, which speci
fied more than 20 types of punishable 
insubordination, including disrespect, 
negligence at work, conversing with
out permission, singing, whistling, 
lodging a false or frivolous complaint 
and acting in a way contrary to good 
order and discipline.  

Inmates guilty of such infractions 
can be put in solitary confinement, 
deprived of food, whipped or demoted 
to a lower classification level. For liter
ate prisoners and those in single cells, 
the latter penalty is particularly feared, 
for it automatically deprives them of 
one of their most cherished privi
leges-the right to study.  

Studies Restricted 
Robben Island inmates are some

times allowed to take certain corres
pondence courses, though they must 
pay all fees themselves. For many of 
the better-educated men, work and 
study are the only ways of maintaining 
sanity. But the island's work itself is a 
punishment and study has become a 
weapon willfully used by prison au
thorities.  

"They knew how" important our 
studies were to us, says Mararaj.  
"There always seemed to be an ex
cuse-some trivial offense; you were 
charged, sentenced, then deprived of 
studies for the rest of the year. This 

"... I must report that the idea of 
doing business in South Africa is 
totally unacceptable. . . .We should 
have to operate within a social climate 
where the color of a man's skin is his 
most important attribute... we should 
be locked into this system. We should 
have to operate within an economic 
climate which is designed deliberately 
to demoralize and to maintain an 
industrial helotry; we should in turn 
profit from such exploitation and ulti
mately end up with a vested interest in 
its maintainance." 

- Neil Wates 
report to the Board of Directors 
of Wates Construction Company 

United Kingdom, 1970 

Richard Leonard, a sociologist, teach
es at La Guardia Community College 
in New York. He is a member of the 
Southern Africa Collective.  
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always seemed to happen at examina
tion time. So, you lost the 200-300 rand 
(about $230-$345) in fees and couldn't 
take your exams.  

Moreover, even when it is per
mitted, study is restricted by a harsh 
and arbitrary code. No post-graduate 

rOgrams are permitted-a particu
larly cruel restraint on professional 
men. At the undergraduate level, all 
legal courses are banned, as are physi
cal and political sciences and all foreign 
languages. Inmates may order only 
those books required for their particu
lar course and not those on recom
mended reading lists.  

"There are always tremendous diffi
culties in getting prescribed books," 
Mararaj recalls. "Sometimes, a book 
would arrive, was approved and passed 
by the censor, but just held back. Then 
another year would pass before you 
could take your exam. One chap had 
the Oxford dictionary taken from him 
because he could not prove it was a 
book prescribed for his course." 

Finally, the money to finance cor
respondence courses may be obtained 
only from the prisoner's next of kin.  

But despite white administrators' 
calculated attempts to demoralize the 
political prisoners on Robben Island, 
they have failed. In fact, people forced 
to live under this prison apartheid 
seem to gain an even greater political 
awareness.

Mararaj describes his own experi
ence: "This was the first time for me, as 
a black man, that I had whites with me 
day in and day out, on an ordinary 
level. I came to understand what they 
said. I realized the importance of 
learning Afrikaans history, of reading 
Afrikaans literature, of trying to under
stand these ordinary men, the warders, 
the white elite-all whites are elite in 
South Africa-with whom we are deal
ing, how thev are indoctrinated, how 
they react. "Thev all have a blank wall 
in their minds. They just could not see 
the black man as a human being." 

Prisoners, supported by a nebulous 
community invisible to the guards, 
learned to draw strength from each 
other. \lararaj says: "In a sense, I also 
became more tolerant. I came to real
ize that we each have our weak points.  

"When I left Robben, I came away 
with one unshakable conviction. I saw 
that we had to fight to overcome this 
system, and that it cannot be done by 
peaceful means, that you cannot hu
manize apartheid by modifications or 
by cosmetic changes.  

"It must be overthrown by force of 
arms. Not one of us w.ho passed 
through prison, whatever our previous 
beliefs, came out believing that change 
can come by peaceful means." ED 

Washington Post

Britain's Stake 
In Apartheid

by Richard Leonard 
Eight years after British business

man Neif Wates expalined to his col
leagues why he would refuse to invest 
in South Africa hundreds of British, 
American and other Western com

anies have invested in South Africa, 
ave indeed turned great profits from 

exploitation and have gained a vested 
interest in apartheid.  

While organizations and publica
tions in the US concerned about apar
theid have focused most of their atten
tion on US investments in South 
Africa, apartheid's main foreign con
nection remains overwhelmingly with 
Britain. British investments in South 
Africa now stand at more than $5.8 
billion, with the US and West Ger
many in an approximate tie for the

second spot with some $1.7 billion 
each invested. There are some 630 
British companies operating in South 
Africa in all sectors of the economy.  
British exports to South Africa were 
valued at more than $1.2 billion in 
1976, while imports from South Africa 
were worth $1.1 billion the same year.  
Britain bought 22.2% of South Africa's 
exports in 1976 and remains one of its 
biggest trade partners.  

British investments played the 
dominant role in the emergence of the 
modern South African economy.  
Under the aegis of British imperial 
conquest in the nineteenth century 
British capital poured into the gold and 
diamond mining industries. After the 
second World War the British invest
ors helped spur the modern industrial



sector with massive infusions of capital 
and technology.  
Official Policy 

Like the US, the British govern
ment has for a number of years had a 
policy of verbal condemnation of apar
theid while allowing 'business as usual' 
to bolster white South Africa's eco
nomy and military capacities. But 
since the Soweto rebellions in 1976, 
Whitehall has come under growing 
pressure to modify its opposition to 
economic sanctions against South 
Africa.  

The independent African countries, 
especially Nigeria, are achieving grow
ing economic influence on British poli
cies. Total British exports to indepen
dent Africa were $2.2 billion in 1976, 
with Nigeria alone buying more than 
$1.5 billion in goods from Britain, thus 
surpassing South Africa as Britain's 
largest export customer on the conti
nent. The Nigerian economy has been 
expanding with an influx of petro
dollars and there is strong demand for 
British manufactured goods. South 
Africa, on the other hand, has been in a 
period of recession and has been em
phasizing local manufacturing capaci
ty, cutting imports from Britain.  

In 1977 Nigeria announced that it 
would no longer award government 
contracts to firms with links to South 
Africa, and it followed this up by mak
ing inquiries in London about the 
South African connections of com
panies exhibiting at the first Lagos 
trade fair in November. A specific 
pressure point could be British Ley
land, the auto and truck manufacturer, 
which is controlled by the British gov
ernment and is a large manufacturer in

South Africa. Leyland Nigeria is 60% 
owned by Nigerian interests.  

Other sources of pressure have been 
the British Anti-Apartheid Movement 
and the left-wing of the Labour Party; 
both groups have been pressing for 
corporate withdrawal from South 
Africa. The Roman Catholic Church in 
Britain has recently taken a new activ
ist role, spurring the formation of the 
interdenominational Christian Con
cern for Southern Africa, which has 
criticized the labor policies of British 
companies in South Africa and called 
for the recognition of Black trade 
unions.  
No Curbs 

After the murder of Steve Biko and 
the subsequent wave of repression in 
South Africa the issue o economic 
sanctions was raised with new inten
sity. In November the Labour govern
ment undertook a review of British
South African economic relations and 
British Chancellor Denis Healey 
announced officially that "the govern
ment intends to discourage invest
ment by British industry in South 
Africa." The press reported that mea
sures under consideration included 
ending investment by nationalized 
industries in South Africa, ending 
trade missions to South Africa, tight
ening currency exchange control regu
lations, ending dual taxation agree
ments, and prohibiting lending by 
British banks to South Africa.  

But there has been no enforcement 
of any such curbs. The Labour govern
ment has said that it will not "go it 
alone" in taking measures against 
South Africa. But Britain has in fact not 
even gone as far as some EEC part-

ners. Holland and West Germany have 
both already acted to restrict export 
credits. Britain has always actively 
opposed any form of sanctions against 
South Africa, and shows no sign of 
shifting its policy now.  

The extent of British interests in 
South Africa clearly has a direct influ
ence on policy. Foreign Secretary 
Owen said that while Britain would 
take a "hard look" at new investments 
in South Africa (which would cost very 
little, since businesses themselves 
have been cutting back on new invest
ments) a trade embargo "would harm 
Britain" and would not be supported.  

An article in the New York Times 
(January 23, 1978) noted that while the 
British were anxious for settlements to 
be worked out in Namibia and Zim
babwe, they are reluctant to push 
South Africa. A key reason for this atti
tude is "pressures from British busi
ness interests as well as the Treasury 
and Trade Ministry officials in White
hall, who are eager to safeguard Brit
ain's enormous export trade with 
South Africa and investments there." 

The Business Picture 
While the British government has 

yet to enact any curbs on business with 
South Africa recent developments on 
the business scene might make some of 
the measures under consideration 
redundant. South Africa has been in an 
economic slump since 1974. Return on 
investments for British firms average 
11% in 1971 but there has been a gen
eral downturn in profits from SA, and 
since the Soweto uprisings British and 
other foreign investors have begun to 
see that country as an increasingly high 
risk area.  

The extent of the Nationalist re
gime s concern about the views of for
eign invetors was revealed in an article 
in the Sunday Times of Johannesburg 
(October 30, 1977), "Vorster Polls UK 
Firms." This article described a dis
creet poll of top British business lead
ers by the South African Foreign Trade 
Association, which receives funding 
from the government. The polls re
vealed that the business leaders felt 
that the Biko affair and the subsequent 
mass bannings had been handled 
"clumsily." It was found that while 
British businesses want good relations 
with South Africa "they are dismayed 
at the path South Africa a ppears to be 
taking and unless South Africa 'cools it, 
there could be serious problems.'" 

The South African survey also re
vealed that British companies are feel

i pressure from some independent 
Ari'can nations to cut ties with South 
Africa. One illustration of the effect of 
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such African pressure was an unsolic
ited letter sent by the 85 member firms 
of the United Kingdom-South Africa 
Trade Association to British Foreign 
Secretary David Owen to take to the 
UN Conference Against Apartheid in 
Lagos last year. The letter emphasized 
the desire of the companies to elimi
nate discrimination in their operations 
within the limits of South African law.  
While such statements remain in con
flict with African demands for com
plete withdrawal (and have a false ring 
in light of a December report that 
many British companies continue to 
pay workers below the poverty line) 
they show a heightened awareness of 
the new African leverage.  

Bankers 
One key element in the total picture 

of British (and other) foreign invest
ment in South Africa is the attitude of 
London-based international bankers.  
This was highlighted in a survey by the 
South African Financial Mail (October 
21, 1977) of British-South African rela
tions. Britain's importance to South 
Africa includes its status as a financial 
center where bankers form a consen
sus on lending policies-and the grow
ing consensus has been that South 
Africa is a bad credit risk. While the 
f rowth of international banking in the 
ast decade brought a boom in loans for 

South Africa, the banking climate has 
now changed. Banks depend on timely 
repayment of loans and are sensitive to 
developments which could upset loan 
agreements. The result has been a 
spontaneous bank boycott of South 
African loans.  

The banks see a discouraging pat
tern in the policies of the South African 
regime. The continued political re
pression has its economic counterpart 
in defensive economic policies to pro
mote South African self-sufficiency and 
independence from foreign pressures.  
In fact South Africa can survive with 
limited foreign investments, but the 
cost is slower growth, which in turn 
makes investment even less attractive.  
Of cou se Black South Africans suffer 
the most when the economy is slow, 
which could trigger more rebellious 
protests. And South Africa's role in the 
conflicts in Zimbabwe and Namibia 
continues to be an economic drain.  

Direct Investors Cautious 
British and other foreign businesses 

operating in South Africa have also 
been hedging their bets. Few com
panies are prepared to pull out of the 
countr; there are still high profits to 
be made and the South African govern
ment in effect taxes capital transfers 
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abroad. But many companies are find
ing it advantageous to bring local South 
Aican partners in on their operations.  
Should the political crisis intensify it 
would be easier to sell out to the local 
partner than to search for a buyer on 
short notice. Local partnership pro
vides a new source of capital and also 
lends a cover against the rising senti
ment against meddling foreigners' 
being stirred up among whites by the 
Vorster regime.  
Still Starvation Wages 

While British firms, like their 
American counterparts, have been 
quick to justify their presence in South 
Africa on the grounds that they aid 
Black economic development, the 
facts continue to show that their opera-

of decency. The seven companies with 
wages below the poverty line were 
British Electric Traction, Burmah Oil, 
C.T. Browring, Delta Metal, Low and 
Bonar Group, and Turner and Newall.  
In spite of these findings, and the fact 
that the survey covered only a small 
fraction of British firms or subsidiaries 
in South Africa, the British Trade 
Minister claimed the survey indicated "progress" in improving African wages 
and benefits.  
Naming Names 

According to the British Anti-Apar
theid Movement, British companies 
have a majority shareholding in 10 of 
South Africa's top 100 industrial com
panies, and a further 10 of those top 
companies are partly owned by British

Leyland's land rovers put to aggressive use.

tions reflect policies of exploitation 
rather than advancement.  

More than three years ago a British 
parliamentary committee, acting on 
the expose of reporter Adam Raphael, 
recommended that companies in 
South Africa should pay at least 50% 
more than the family subsistance level, 
a wage level calculated as just sufficient 
to cover a minimum of food, fuel, light
ing, clothing and cleaning materials, 
rent and transport to work. In Decem
ber a survey by the Department ot 
Trade showed that seven British coin
panies were still paying wages below 
the Poverty Datum Line-the abso
lute starvation level which excludes 
both rent and transport. Forty-nine 
companies, a majority of the 96 com
panies which provided complete or 
substantive information, were still 
paying below the Minimum Effective 
Level (or family subsistence level), the 
amount necessary for a worker to pro
vide for a family with some minimum

companies. Involvement ranges from 
Lonrho, which controls South Africa's 
largest industrial holdings group and 
Imperial Chemical Industries (ICI), 
which has joint control with deBeers of 
the South African chemicals giant, 
African Explosives and Chemical 
Industry (AECI) to the Charter Con
solidated investment in the big Argus 
publishing group--the publishers of 
many of the largest daily newspapers, 
including The Star.  

Brief outlines of a few major British 
undertakings may help to give the 
flavor of the British connection in 
South Africa.  

Barclays and Standard Banks 
Two British banks, Barclays Inter

national and Standard Bank, together 
control some 60% of all banking depos
its in South Africa. Through their 
international links they have played 
key roles in South Africa's industrial 
development. Barclays South Africa is 
63% owned by Barclays International.



Barclays South Africa has close links 
with the giant Anglo-American Cor
poration, which dominates South 
Africa's economy, and Anglo's chair
man, Harry Oppenheimer is on the 
board of Barclays International.  

In 1976 Barclays South Africa bought 
$13' N1llion in South African Defense 
bonds. Revelations of the purchase set 
off protests in Britain, and last Decem
ber Barclays announced that the 
Defense Bonds had been sold and the 
money invested in other government 
securities. The reaction among South 
African whites has been to urge greater 
South African control of banking to 
stop such "interference." 

Shell and British Petroleum (BP) 
Shell and BP supply almost 40% of 

the South African petroleum market.  
Shell, which is jointly owned by Dutch 
interests, has investments amounting 
to $325 million and BP (which is owned 
51% by the British government) has 
almost $200 million in SA. Both com
panies have large-scale expansion 
plans: Shell plans to invest $650 mil
lion over the next decade and BP $520 
million in the next five years.  

Since South Africa has no petroleum 
reserves Shell and BP supply a strate
gic resource to the country s economy.  
They have also been involved in the 
South African government's search for 
oil, and have been accused of supply
ing petroleum products to Rhodesia in 
violation of UN sanctions. Both com
panies supply gas and oil to the South 
African Air Force and Army.  

General Electric Company/Marconi 
The General Electric Company 

(GEC) is Britain's largest electronics 
company and its investments domi
nate that industry in South Africa.  
While GEC's total investments in 
South Africa have not been disclosed 
they are believed to be approximately 
$80 million. GEC is the sixth largest 
employer of Black labor in South 
Africa. GEC has provided equipment 
to the South African military forces.  
This includes surveillance, communi
cations, data processing, and nuclear 
power generation equipment. While 
originally developed for the British 
armed forces, the materials are now 
classified as "non-military" and thus 
escape the British arms embargo. Most 
recently, Marconi Communications, a 
GEC subsidiary, has contracted to 
supply the South African military with 
a $15 million "Troposcatter" com
munications system to be used with 
battlefield sensors in anti-guerrilla 
operations-probably against SWAPO 
in Namibia at this point.

British Leyland 
British Leyland is controlled by the 

British government and its wholly
owned subsidiary, Leyland South 
Africa, controls about 5% of the auto 
and truck market in South Africa. Ley
land South Africa has 41 South African 
subsidiaries, with activities ranging 
from foundry development, the manu
facture and assembly of cars and 
trucks, to property and finance com
panies.  

Over the past five years British Ley
land has made five times as much profit 
from each of its workers in South Africa 
as it has from its workers in Britain.  

British Leyland South Africa has 
massive contracts with the South Afri
can state. It is one of the chief suppliers 
of the South African Defense Force, 
providing not only trucks and land
rovers (which form the backbone of 
anti-guerrilla operations) but also 
armored personnel carriers. It also 
supplies equipment to the South Afri
can police, who used it extensively to 
suppress resistance in Soweto. Ley
Ian has been notable for its refusal to 
recognize black trade unions, though it 
is controlled by the British govern
ment with the Labour Party in power.  
The issue of black trade unions goes

back to 1973 when the black Metal and 
Allied Workers Union (MAWU) was 
founded at a Leyland plant outside of 
Durban. Despite 95% worker mem
bership in the union, Leyland refused 
to deal with it. In 1974 workers struck 
to demand union recognition. Again 
Leyland refused to negotiate with the 
union and some of the strong union 
supporters among the workers were 
not rehired. MAWU charged that Ley
land was responsible for calling the 
South African Security Police to arrest 
Alfred Mthawa, the union Secretary, 
for distributing pamphlets at a Leyland 
plant in 1974. In November 1976 the 
MAWU Secretary and two organizers 
were banned by the government. The 
union has continued to grow, despite 
company and government harassment.  

In response to a MAWU call for sup
port from British unions, Leyland in
ormed the British Trade Union Coun
cil (TUC) that it could not "recognize 
an African trade union for bargaining 
purposes.., without setting our busi
ness and employment at risk." In fact, 
however, while black trade unions are 
not officially recognized by the South 
African regime, there is no legal bar 
against companies bargaining with 
them. []

SSOUTH AFRICA 

Resistance Survives 
Bulldozers

Protected by armed policemen, a 
bulldozer plowed through the first 
flimsy structures of the Unibel camp 
on January 16, as the South African 
government continued its drive against 
squatter camps in the Cape Town area.  

The walls came tumbling down.  
Cardboard, wood and tin cannot stand 
for long against the blade of a bull
dozer. But the spirit of the people who 
lived at Unibel and several nearby 
squatter communities demolished 
during the last year, does not appear to 
be crumbling so easily.  

In the past year the government has 
stepped up its campaign of flattening 
the homes of an estimated 400,000 
illegal squatters in the Cape Town 
area. At the end of November, the

Squatter Control Section of the Divi
sional Council of the Cape reported 
proudly that it had demolished 1,487 "unauthorized" shacks during the 11 
month period ending on August 31, 
1977. "Because of the urgent necessity 
for their services, the staff of this sec
tion has been augmented by the en
gagement of six coloured people as 
laborers on a casual basis to carry out 
demolition work," the reported added.  

As an added incentive to uproot 
Ieople who have been declared "il

egal aliens" in their native land, the 
government has offered free rail pass
age to the "homelands" for blacks who 
will take them. The response has not 
been enthusiastic, despite an addi
tional government offer to chip in free 
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Squatter camp outside Cap0 "TVw 
Deprived of even these miserab!t

UN/Van Essche

transport of "excess baggage such as 
bicycles, sewing machines, rolled mat
tresses and trunks ...but not furni
ture." In the wake of the largest demo
lition to date at the Modderdam Camp 
in August, the government reported 
that only 130 squatter families repre
senting 350 people had taken up the 
offer.  

Far more typical, apparently, was 
the response of one Modderdam 
squatter as be watched his home 
destroyed. "I don't know the Trans
kei," Clifford Nyarashe told a reporter, 
"I've lived all the time in Cape Town.  
I'll sleep on the pavement tonight, but 
I'm not leaving this place." 

Despite government claims that the 
Cape has been reserved as an area for 
"coloured" and not black labor, many 
are the black squatters like Nyarashe 
who have never seen their reputed 
homelands in the Transkei and Ciskei.  
Those who have are hardly more anxi
ous to hop on the train.  

Not Going Back 
"I came here to work, to feed and 

clothe my family and maybe to provide 
them one day with a real home," an
other Modderdam squatter explained.  
"I cannot do it in Ciskei where I came 
from because there is no work there.  
Why must it be a crime for me to want 
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to give my family what the white 
people want for theirs? 

"My home was just a shack," he con
tinued angrily. "It was made of tin and 
wood and board. But it was my home.  
Now they want me to take my things 
and go back to Ciskei. Go back to what? 
Not to a job. Not to a roof over my 
head. To nothing. We will never forget 
what they have done to us." 

In the face of fierce black resistance 
and outcries from liberal whites, the 
government has refused to budge from 
its position.  

"If we do not stand firm, we will 
make more sorrow for more people in 
the Western Cape," Deputy Minister 
of Bantu Affairs W. A. Cruywagen told 
a sympathetic congress of the ruling 
National Party in Cape Town.. He 
pointed out that if squatters were tol
erated in the Cape then squatting 
would have to be allowed in the rest of 
South Africa, underlining the official 
view that, unlike whites, blacks have 
no right to live where they choose.  

Community Spirit Strong 
While many whites had been im

pressed by the community spirit of 
Modderdam and Unibel, Cruyvagen 
saw evidence of a sinister plot. Accord
ing to a report in The Argus, "'Mr.  
Crnywagen claimed those who said

there was no organization behind the 
establishment of squatter camps in the 
Peninsula area 'must tell another 
story.' He was not saying every squat
ter was part of an organized scheme, 
but there had been clear signs the 
camps were organized, with shacks 
laid out in neat rows." 

Aside from laying out their shacks in 
neat rows, the squatters have managed 
to provide services at least on a par 
with those available in legal communi
ties. The Modderdam-Unibel Com
mittee set compulsory sanitary re
quirements for every household and 
zoning regulations to discourage over
crowding. Disputes were settled in a 
community court which convened 
every Sunday.  

Even after Modderdam was reduced 
to splinters in August, Unibel squat
ters invested the energy and money to 
establish a clinic and their own school 
with five salaried teachers and 200 
eager students. The "Nonzwakazi 
School" (School of Beauty) was 
crammed into a one room wood-and
iron shack, only about 20 by 40 feet.  
But squatter children are used to 
cramped quarters. Principal Annie 
Bawtie reported that attendance ran at 
100 percent. "We instruct pupils in the 
basic three Rs, geography, history, 
Afrikaans, English, Xhosa and health 
and hygiene," she said. "The health 
and hygiene subject is made especially 
relevant to camp life. For instance, 
pupils are taught the necessity of 
cleanliness around their shacks, per
sonal cleanliness and gardening." 

By now, Nonzwakazi School too is 
splinters. But the children may well be 
applying what they learned there to 
the hygiene of new shacks. For the 
options open to them and their parents 
remain as limited as those available to 
the rest of South Africa's black majority 
population.  

"I have been a squatter for a long 
time," remakred Philemon Radebe, a 
45-year-old laborer and father of four.  
"'I have lived in many camps because it 
is the only life I am allowed. I could 
live in bachelor quarters. But I am a 
man. And like all men who have fami
lies, I want to live with my family. So I 
will move from here to some other 
place and from there to another place 
because my wife and children will stay 
with me no matter what the govern
ment does." 

Where would he go next, he was 
asked. "Somewhere," Philemon 
Radebe said. "In another bush." 

Official Schools Still Empty 
While the government may have 

succeeded in destroying Nonzwakazi



School, it remains singularly less suc
cessful at filling the classrooms in 
Soweto and other townships. Emptied 
by boycotts and often gutted by arson 
ater the government took them over 
from local authorities last September, 
the Soweto secondary schools did not 
graduate a single student in the school 
year that ended in December. As the 
deadline for applications for the new

year neared, only "a few thousand" 
applications had been received. A year 
ago, the secondary schools in Soweto 
opened with more than 27,000 stu
dents enrolled.  

And when the primary schools 
opened in mid-January, less than half 
the students returned to classes. Re
ports from Johannesburg included 
accounts of policemen beating school-

aged children on the streets, despite 
the fact that education is neither com
pulsory nor free for black South Afri
cans. Meanwhile, hundreds of Soweto 
students are attending classes organ
ized like those at Nonzwakazi School 
completely outside government chan
nels and taught by some of the more 
than 400 teachers who resigned in pro
test of government policies last fall. D

South Africa's Exiles-Tough Going for Most
Daily Dispatch editor Donald 

Woods became an instant hero. His 
written account of escaping from South 
Africa to Lesotho appeared in its en
tirety in the Net York Times and other 
western newspapers. Almost as soon as 
the camera crews could get to him, he 
was flashed across the television 
screens of America via a half-hour net
work interview.  

Naturally, the media loved him. Not 
onlv had one of their own suddenly 
broken through as a celebrity in his 
own right, a newspaper editor trans
formed into a dramatic figure by the 
intransigence of the government that 
placed him under virtual house arrest, 
and by the somewhat embellished dar
ing of his escape, complete with dis
guises, tense moments, and the final 
plunge across a flooded stream. But 
Woods had more going for him than 
that. He also had the distinction of 
being, by his own testimony, "a con
servative"-white, educated, and a 
firm believer in the free enterprise 
system. So the press quoted him, the 
British High Commissioner welcomed 
him, and a special charter flight was 
arranged to whisk him out of Lesotho 
en route to London and eventually, 
the United States.  

Less Feted Fate 
The fate of literally thousands of 

others who have fled South Africa in 
the last year and a half has not been so 
happy. klost of the refugees flooding 
out of South Africa since the national 
uprising that began in Soweto in June 
1976 have been young blacks. In the 
front ranks during demonstrations that 
all too often turned into massacres, 
students in Soweto and other black 
townships have been the targets of fre
quent police sweeps. Many have been 
detained by the security police, others 
have been shipped out of the town
ships and off to their supposed "home
lands" in the countryside. Still others 
have headed for the nearest border to 
escape the dragnet.

Donald Woods

Estimating exactly how many have 
chosen voluntary exile isn't easy. The 
government of neighboring Botswana 
reports that about 1,000 refugees have 
arrived from South Africa and been 
officially registered in the last 18 
months. Presumably others have 
made their way to Mozambique and 
Lesotho.  

Difficult Choice 
None of these new exiles have been 

accorded the hero's welcome granted 
to Woods. Rather, they have been 
faced with great hardships and difficult 
choices as they seek to begin new lives.  

Many have joined one of the older 
political movements-the African Na
tional Congress, the Pan Africanist 
Congress, or the Unity Movement of 
South Africa---either because of previ
ous underground links inside the 
country or after making contact once 
outside. Some of these young men and 
women have gone for political and 
military training, others have taken tip 
scholarships arranged for them in 
Africa and elsewhere.  

A large number who were active in 
the student and black consciousness 
movements have not made that choice

and face difficult decisions. Scholar
ships are hard to find so that continu
ing their studies is not easy. Political 
considerations make some cautious 
about accepting scholarships from 
western countries, while others are 
dubious about going to particular Afri
can universities. Hundreds have found 
that there seems to be no place to go.  

The Botswana Christian Council has 
provided regular monthly stipends for 
those who have remained in that coun
try while awaiting opportunities else
where. But therehave been problems 
because there are so many students 
who have not moved on quickly, and 
recently the Botswana government has 
talked of a plan to construct a special 
refugee camp on the edge of the Kala
hari Desert.  

As one of the poorest nations on the 
continent, Botswana lacks the re
sources to provide education for the 
thousands of refugees who have poured 
across the borders from South Africa, 
Zimbabwe and Namibia. Several hun
dred South Africans have remained 
stranded in Botswana, and the South 
African press has taken some satisfac
tion in pointing out that many of these 
had hoped toget to the United States.  
. . . only to find that US pronounce
ments against apartheid did not extend 
to providing visas for its victims.  

Black America has helped inspire 
not only the black consciousness ide
ology in South Africa but much of the 
culture with which young South Afri
cans identify. This has induced many 
of the refugees to think of the US as a 
place of exile where they might feel 
almost at home. But so far, the US 
government has been doing its best to 
make them feel at home by exhibiting 
the same disdain they received from 
the white supremacist government in 
Pretoria. Only a handful of this new 
wave of South African refugees have 
been accepted into the United States 
or any of the western European coun
tries that have joined in lionizing 
Donald Woods.  

MARCH 1978/SOUTHERN AFRICA 9



Even-Handed Hostility Choices 
The one thing that can be said for US 

policy in this area is that it has been 
relatively even-handed towards blacks 
and whites. Botswana has recently 
begun to attract another, smaller wave 
of refugees-young, white draft resist
ers and deserters. And they too have 
found western nations distinctly less 
than anxious to receive them.  

A group of draft resisters in Bo
tswana estimates that several hundred 
whites have fled South Africa rather 
than face the mandatory two years of 
active service (including possible com
bat duty in Namibia) to be followed by 
eight years in the Active Citizen Force.  
Most of them have managed to go to 
Europe on the pretext ot continuing 
their education. But those who have 
arrived without that camouflage have 
had a hard time finding countries that 
will take them.  

Veteran correspondent on Africa, 
David Martin of the London Observer, 
spoke with several deserters and draft 
resisters in Gaborone, the capital of 
Botswana. One of them explained that 
he left South Africa four days before he 
was due to report for three month's 
service in Namibia. "I would not have 
left South Africa ifI had not been called 
up," he said. "I am not prepared to do 
active service in Namibia. One knows 
that the security forces are basically 
a suppressive force and that Namibia is 
an illegally occupied country." 

Although the claim by five western 
powers to be negotiating South African 
withdrawal from Namibia would ap
pear to reflect agreement with this 
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position, none have shown any willing
ness to harbor South African draft 
resisters. The same resister reported 
that he met with "antagonism" in the 
British High Commission from a diplo
mat who advised him to go back to 
South Africa. Even Sweden, which 
accepted many US deserters and re
sisters during the war in Indochina, 
has turned a cold shoulder to the South 
Africans.

In the early hours of the morning of 
January 9, someone knocked on the 
front door of Richard Turner's Durban 
home. When the banned lecturer, an 
active opponent of apartheid, opened 
the door, no one was there. He went 
into his daughter's bedroom and 
peered out into the dark, trying to spot 
the unknown visitor. A shot was fired 
through the window. A few moments 
later he was dead.  

The assailants are thought to be 
rightwing vigilantes or someone acting 
on behalf of the security police.  

This was not the first attack on an 
outspoken critic of the government.  
For years similar incidents have 
plagued the lives of liberals and radi
cals alike. Just two weeks earlier, a 
shot was fired into the home of Fatima 
Meer, the banned sociologist, while 
she sat with her husband and a friend 
at dinner. Their guest was wounded.  
Donald Woods' young daughter was

White Draft Resisters 
That has not prevented a continuing 

and increasing flow of resisters from a 
country where all white males are 
required to do a period of national 
service in the military forces. (Mem
bers of religious groups which refuse 
service are kept in detention barracks, 
while homosexuals are kept in the 
psychiatric unit of a Pretoria hospital.) 
A few have even reached the United 
States, although they have had to keep 
a low profile for the most part. One 
who wrote recently to SouthernAfrica, 
recounting his experience, explained, 
"I am a white South African who delib
erately evaded donning uniform a year 
and a half ago--a few weeks after South 
African troops withdrawing from 
Angola had "cleaned out" whole vil
lages of Ovambo supporters of the 
South West African People's Organiza
tion (SWAPO). The fate of those An
golan villagers, recounted by a return
ing serviceman, stripped me of my 
cocoon of apathy, and I refused to 
report for my own period of military 
service. In quick succession I lost my 
job, faced a eriod of extended incar
ceration, andthen fled into exile." 

As increased black resistance and 
fighting shreds not only the cocoon of 
apathy but also the illusion of white 
invulnerability, many more are likely 
to follow. R]

injured by a T-shirt impregnated with 
acid which was sent through the mail.  
Richard Turner had himself been sub
jected to petrol bomb attacks and rifle 
shots at his house.  

Until recently these incidents 
seemed designed to intimidate only.  
Turner was the first person to have 
been killed. For many whites in South 
Africa, this is a turning point. Sud
denly they feel that all strong oppo
nents of the government, both radical 
and liberal, are exposed and vulner
able to such attacks--even those who 
had felt safe because they were careful 
to do nothing illegal.  

Richard Turner himself was a parti
cularly outspoken opponent of the 
apartheid system. At 36, he was well
known for his Marxist views, had 
written on the subject, and until his 
banning five years earlier, had taught 
Marxism to his university students, to 

continued on page 15

First Protest, Then Exile

Apartheid Enemy 
Victim of Assassination



Overview
The US is again deeply involved in mediating Mid

east affairs--once again usurping a role best left to the 
international community. Increasingly, the Western 
powers, most often led by the State Department, have 
found themselves forced to defend their global posi
tion by stepping over the UN and the international 
conference table in the guise of moving toward it.  
Readers of Southern Africa are doubtless aware of the 
strategy.  

We note with alarm the diplomatic initiative that 
Washington has taken in recent months to defend 
Israel and push through a pro-Western, pro-Zionist 
settlement in the Mideast, to the total exclusion of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization, the legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian people. More than 
the Gaza Strip, more than the Golan Heights, more, 
even, than the important issue of the West Bank of the 
Jordan River, it is the question of the Palestinians that 
shows US policy for what it is.  

A pattern is emerging in post-Kissinger US foreign 
policy. If Washington's global strategy has remained 
largely the same-imperialism is a system, not a 
policy-then its tactics, too, have come to be recogniz
able in the world Kissinger left behind, particularly 
when the US is defending its allies, such as Israel and 
South Africa, against popular liberation movements.  
Such tactics will already be familiar to those concerned 
with the liberation of southern Africa and the construc
tion of new socialist states where once stood Western
supported colonial and settler regimes.  

The pattern seems clear: 
" Develop regional partners by locating weak links 

among countries in the area and isolate them by 
appealing to their unique needs, not those tied to the 
region as a whole. This usually involves countries 
with capitalist economies that are heavily dependent 
on Western multinational investment and financial 
credits.  

" Shift the focus of negotiations away from the de
mands of liberation forces by working with pliant 
partners and committed pro-Western allies; "agree
ment" is to be reached between them.  

" Finally, present progressive forces with an ultima
tum. This last is known as "negotiating a compro
mise."

These tactics have been plainly visible in the Mid
east; some, if not all of them, are being utilized in 
southern Africa. The current position of Egyptian 
President Anwar el-Sadat, for instance, is roughly 
comparable to that of, say, Zambian President Ken
neth Kaunda. The two leaders' economies are some
what similar in their dependence on the West; and a 
year ago, when Kaunda's "humanism" was being 
praised in lengthy puff pieces in the New York Times 
and other influential publications, it was plain that he 
was being considered for the kind of role Sadat is now 
playing in the Mideast. That is why Kaunda's recent 
rejection of the Anglo-American proposals on Rho
desia was so significant-although it received little 
attention in the Western press.  

As for the liberation forces, Washington apparently 
felt confident enough in its Mideast maneuvers by 
mid-December of last year to announce that PLO 
Chairman Yasir Arafat had forfeited any role in a 
renewed Geneva conference because of his "intransi
gence." Until that time the US had felt obliged to deal 
with the PLO-not for any great love of either it or the 
people it represents, but for the sake of international 
credibility. Since Carter's December 19 renunciation, 
his administration has inched steadily closer to Prime 
Minister Begin's own version of the "internal solu
tion"-an Israeli-occupied West Bank or a flimsy 
Palestinian "entity"--there is really no word for it
tied to Jordan.  

It is for reasons of credibility, too, that US negotia
tors have continued to recognize and meet with lead
ers of the liberation movements of southern Africa.  
But, like the West Bank mayors, lined upt to exclude 
Arafat, the Kapuuos, Sitholes, Muzorewas, and 
Chiraus are ready and waiting in the wings. Already 
US officials involved in Washington's various schemes 
for southern Africa are grumbling at the "intransi
gence" of SWAPO leaders and representatives of the 
Patriotic Front. With internal solutions which exclude 
the liberation movements by defining them as "ex
ternal forces," being designed in both Zimbabwe and 
Namibia, it seems reasonable to speculate if these have 
not been encouraged by the State Department and the 
Foreign Office. The question may well be, will Wash
ington and London attempt to isolate these liberation 
movements, too, and then move toward some form of 
support for the internal settlements being crafted in 
Salisbury and Pretoria? 

-P.L.
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j SOUTH AFRICA would continue to make foreign arms as 
if under license, even if the 
licenses were withdrawn, said 

Commandant Pieter Marais, chairman 
of the South African Armaments 
Manufacturing Corporation.  

He said it would be much cheaper if 
some of the license agreements were 
cancelled. Among armaments made in 
South Africa under license are the 
French Mirage jet fighter, the Pan
hard armored car and the Italian 
Aermacchi jet fighter-trainer known as 
the Impala.  

Chief Gatsha Buthelezi, the leader 
of KwaZulu, and the Inkhata party 
formed three years ago, have been the 
focus of mounting press attention 
late]y Inkhatha, led by Buthelezi, which 

describes itself as "a national cultural 
liberation movement" began as an 
ethnically based organization for 
Zulus. Despite warnings from the 
Minister of Justice that there would be 
trouble if Inkhatha extended its activi
ties be ond Zulu nationalism, it has 
openedits membership to all blacks, 
irrespective of ethnic origin.  

Most notably, the Inkhatha recently 
formed an alliance with the Indian 
Reform Party, led by Y. S. Chinsamy 
and the "Coloured" Labour Party, led 
by Sonny Leon.  

The purpose of the alliance which 
was formed in mid-January, is, accord
ing to Buthelezi, to "lay the foundation 
for a possible future multiracial na
tional convention to map out a non
racial community and a new constitu
tion for South Africa...  

"We regard the people of South 
Africa as one people in one land. We 
will therefore talk to anybody who 
wants to talk to us about ma pping out 
our joint future regardless of race.  

0 

Transkei Prime Minister, Chief 
Kaiser Matanzima, has stated his in
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tention to take over the Methodist 
Church of Southern Africa, and estab
lish a separate Methodist Church of 
Transkei.  

The move, he said, was prompted 
by complaints by Transkei Methodists 
that the church was insulting the dig
nity of the Head of State. He also indi
cated his displeasure that some clergy 
at the church's last annual conference 
were unhappy about the possibility of 
recognizing Transkei.  

The Methodist church is the largest 
church in Transkei, where every 
fourth person is a Methodist. Chief 
Matanzima is a Methodist himself.  
Methodist clergymen who refuse to 
join the new Transkei church will be 
expelled.  

The Minister of Labor and Mines, 
Fanie Botha, announced that the gov
ernment was going to eliminate 20 of 
the existing 25 categories of job reser
vation.  

Much of the job reservation, how
ever, is a question of custom and white 
Trade Union pressure. This decision 
will make it possible to hire a Black 
when a white man cannot be found to 
fill a job, but it is not expected to bring 
about real changes or to offer any real 
thrust towards upward mobility for 
Blacks.  

j US INVESTORS own gold 
and other mining shares in 
South Africa believed to be 
worth some $2.3 billion.  

Quoting Johannesburg sources, News
day, the Long Island daily, reported 
that 50% of South African gold shares 
were owned by American investors.  
The total value of the shareholdings is 
well above the total amount of direct 
US investment in South Africa, cur
rently estimated at $1.7 billion.  

Henry Ford spent eight days visit
ing South Africa in January. He met 
with Prime Minister Vorster, the For
eign Minister, as well as a number of 
blacks including Chief Gatsha Buthe
lezi, and toured his assembly plant in 
Port Elizabeth.  

The point he reiterated throughout 
his visit was that, "In our opinion, we 
do more for the people of South Africa 
by staying here and employing them 
and having equal opportunity rights to 
the extent that we can."

With a 1977 investment of $110 mil
lion and sales in 1976 of $288 million, 
the Ford company ranks among the 
top ten US companies operating in 
South Africa. Its automobile and truck 
assembly plant in Port Elizabeth em
ploys the largest number of South Afri
cans-4,600 in 1976--of any US firm 
in the country.  

Ford's announcement that it intends 
to stay in South Africa is most hearten
ing to the South African government, 
coming at a time when the call in the 
US for disinvestment has sharply in
creased.  

Foreign Minister 'Pik' Botha said, 
after meeting with Henry Ford for 90 
minutes, "I think there can be no 
doubt that [companies that remain in 
South Africa] are making a specific 
contribution, not only to the economic 
growth of South Africa, but also to
wards the improvement of standards of 
the blacks in this country." 

Three firms have announced plans 
to expand their South African con
cerns. One is a US company-John 
Deere machinery group, and two are 
European-BMW of West Germany 
and Fiat South Africa of Italy.  

According to John Deere's chairman 
in South Africa, the expansion planned 
at the agricultural, earth moving, and 
construction equipment plant near 
Johannesburg is an expression of the 
company's confidence "in the long
term agricultural outlook for South 
Africa.  

BMW has opened a large multi
racial industrial training center at its 
works near Pretoria, costing over 
$100,000. Acknowledging that the 
center has been built at a time when 
some overseas companies are with
drawing or at least reducing their 
operations in South Africa, the com
pan 's chairman said that "BMW is in 
no doubt about its future activities in 
this country. We are here to stay and 
intend to grow and develop fully." 

The BMW factory near Pretoria is 
the only one outside West Germany.  
"This in itself indicates the extent of 
BW\I's commitment to this country," 
he added.  

Fiat South Africa is -also planning to 
expand, according to managing direc
tor G. C. Barsotti. The plant at Ross
lyn, Pretoria, which has a capacity of 
60 cars a day, will just about be able to 
cope with this year's expected sales but 
will not be able to meet next year's 
expected demand.  

0



In contrast to the confidence in the 
business climate expressed by the 
expansion plans of these major com
panies a survey conducted by the Uni
versity of Delaware presents a gloomy 
political risk index to prospective US 
investors in South Africa over the next 
seven years.  

The survey places South Africa as 
the highest 'moderate risk" at pres
ent-with only one country, Indo
nesia, as a higher risk. In three years' 
time South Africa will become a "pro
hibitive risk" together with Spain and 
Indonesia, and in seven years, South 
Africa will be the highest prohibitive 
risk of all countries.  

The University of Delaware survey 
is sent yearly to all American banks and 
prospective foreign investment com
panies in America. Because of its "risk" 
status, South Africa is already paying 
an extremely high premium on over
seas loans.  

STHE RHODESIAN regime 
imposed stringent censorship 
regulations on January 7, pro
hibiting foreign and Rhode

sian journalists from reporting any
thing but the official version of events 
in the five-year-old guerrilla war.  

The new censorship orders, issued 
under Rhodesia's Emergency Powers
Maintenance of Law and Order legisla
tion were the toughest the govern
ment has yet imposed.  

These orders were introduced after 
black nationalist guerrillas had made a 
series of bold attacks that official 
sources said seriously undermined 
morale.  

Journalists who break the regula
tions face up to a year's imprisonment 
and a $1,500 fine.  

Foreign correspondents say the new 
rules will prevent any objective re
porting of the war and project only one 
side of the conflict.  

An organization of 100 Rhodesian 
ournalists is objecting to these new 
aws.  

j ON THE NAMIBIAN battle
front, even the South Africans 
are admitting the growing 
success of SWAPO troops in 

confronting South African troops.  
Major General Wally Black, defense 
force director-general of operations 
recently admitted that South African 
casualties had increased during the

past year and the standards of 
SWAPO's efforts had "tremendously 
improved." 

A SWAPO press release from Lon
don reported that South African forces 
violently broke up a SWAPO rally held 
in the black township of Ondangua, 
northern Namibia in mid-December.  

The army set up roadblocks for over 
a mile from the meeting place and 
thorougly searched the people and cars 
for weapons. Despite this, 8,000 
people attended. The press release 
stated that: 

"A well-organized group of about 
twenty 'tribal soldiers' in plain clothes, 
who identified themselves as "Njoba's 
fist" (Chief Minister of Ovamboland), 
armed with thorny palmbranches, 
hand-grenades and rifles, did every
thing in their power to provoke the 
audience. [They] threw sand amongst 
the crowd and beat people indiscrimi
nately while a group of South African 
police in seven anti-landmine vehicles 
stood by smiling." 

The meeting was eventually broken 
up when tear gas was thrown at the 
people. The "tribal army" then charged the dispersing crowd with 

palmbranches, batons and rifle butts, 
and several shots were fired into the 
air.  

"In the ensuin commotion" the 
release continues, many people were 
injured, of whom about ten received 
medical treatment at [the] hospital.  
Property was damaged; people robbed; 
SWAPO T-shirts and shirts were con
fiscated. Even the women comrades 
with SWAPO T-shirts were undressed 
at gunpoint, and others were left only 
in their panties." 

ANGOLA has refused to 
divert water from the Cunene 
River to Namibia-wrecking 
plans to generate power from 

the huge hydro-electric plant at Rua
cana for Namibian mines. Although 
touted by the Portuguese in the 1960s 
as they key to a development plan for 
southern Angola, the Cunene River 
dam project was financed primarily by 
South Africa to provide cheap elec
tricity for the large mineral mines of 
northern Namibian. Most work 
stopped on the project in early 1976 
after the MPLA gained power.  

0

MALAWIAN miners are re
turning to work on the South 
African gold, copper and plati
num mines, thus helping to 

meet the shortage of labor the mines 
have been experiencing. The number 
has risen from 200 early in 1976 to 
12,000 in November, to 17,600 in 
January.  

Malawi put an end to mine labor 
recruitment in 1974 after an air crash 
killed a large number of homeward
bound mine workers. As many as 
130,000 Malawians were working on 
the mines at that time, exceeding the 
number of South Africans.  

This re-opens a major foreign ex
change-earning avenue for Malawi, 
and gives the mining industry access to 
an important source of labor at a time 
of uncertainty about recruitment from 
other states. At present only 38,000 
migrant workers come from Mozam
bique, a significant reduction from the 
pre-independence figure.  

0 

ITHE CANADIAN govern
ment announced that it was to 
end official support for. com
mercial relations with South 

Africa and phase out its consulates.  
Commercial consuls were withdrawn 
from Johannesburg and Cape Town 
and all support given by the Govern
ment's Export Development Corpora
tion to companies trading with South 
Africa will be withdrawn.  

Mr. Jamieson, Canadian External 
Affairs Minister, said the measures 
were part of a new Canadian policy 
conerning South Africa's racial separa
tion policies. Condemning the South 
African governments for its apartheid 
policies, Jamieson said that although it 
is not the only country where human 
rights were violated on a daily basis, it 
is the only one with an established 
government structure making "deci
sions affecting humans on the basis of 
race and color." 

AMERICAN business in 
South Africa is the target of 
the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored 

People (NAACP) who have called for 
their total withdrawal from that coun
try because of the government's poli
cies of racial separation.  

A number of earlier NAACP resolu
tions had urged the US government to 
call on American companies to stop 
investing in South- Africa until apar
theid is ended, but this is the first 
NAACP call for total withdrawal.  
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Patriotic Front Rejects 
Zimbabwe Settlement 

Guerrilla forces of the Zimbabwe 
Patriotic Front have, as expected, 
rejected the 'internal settlement' 
forged in Salisbury, and promised an 
intensification of the armed struggle.  

The settlement, a provisional accord 
between Rhodesian Prime Minister 
Smith and moderate nationalists 
Muzorewa, Sithole and Chirau, calls 
for universal suffrage but gives whites 
a blocking mechanism in the legisla
ture. Of the projected 100-member 
parliament, whites would get 28 seats; 
of these 20 would be elected by a 
whites-only voters roll, and eight 
would be selected by a common roll 
from nominees of Smith's Rhodesian 
Front party.  

Other provisions, which critics say 
amount to the preservation of minority 
rule, include maintenance of the Rho
desian army and police, and the inde
pendence of the judiciary and civil 
service from control by the black
dominated government.  

The Western powers' reaction to the 
settlement was cautious. The US and 
Britain stopped short of accepting the 
accord and declared their intention to 
launch new international talks on Zim
babwe similar to those just organized 
on Namibia's future.  

South Africa Leaves 
Namibia Talks 

South African Foreign Minister 
Roelof Botha last month walked out of 
the "proximity talks" on the future of 
Namibia, a high-level conference that 
brought the South African official to 
New York to meet with representa
tives of five Western powers.  

After three days of discussions, in
cluding consultations with the foreign 
minister of the U.S., Great Britain, 
France, Canada and West Germany, 
Botha left the conference to seek fur
ther instructions from his government.  
The departure of the South African 
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envoy led to speculation that Pretoria 
is ready to quit the UN-sponsored 
peace talks and proceed with its own 
plan to hand over power to Namibian 
tribal leaders later this year.  

The Namibian liberation move
ment, SWAPO, which also took part in 
the New York meetings, has expressed 
a willingness to continue negotiations, 
and commended the Western 'Contact 
Group' for making a "serious effort" in 
the talks.  

Among the chief issues that remain 
unresolved in the negotiations are the 
phased withdrawal of South African 
troops and the status of the port of 
Walvis Bay. South Africa is refusing to 
trim its troop strength to levels accept
able to the Contact Group and 
SWAPO, and the white regime is also 
insisting on continued control over 
Walvis Bay, Namibia's only viable 
port.  

Inside Namibia, meanwhile, wide
spread opposition to South African 
rule continues. In one incident in early 
February, the health minister of the 
Ovambo homeland, Toiva Shiyagaya, 
was assassinated at a political meetini 
of the Democratic Turnhalle Alliance.  
The Alliance, formed after the break
down of the South African-sponsored 
Turnhalle constitutional talks, hopes 
to form the government when Namibia 
gets independence.  

Anti-Apartheid Groups 
Target Davis Cup 

Pressure is building against South 
Africa's participation in the North 
American Zone finals of the Davis Cup 
tennis competition, despite South 
Africa's eleventh hour appointment of 
a Coloured player, Vanderbilt Univer
sity junior David Lamb, to a spot on 
the squad.  

The Coalition for Human Rights in 
South Africa, a US group which in
cludes the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), the American Committee 
on Africa, and the National Urban 
League, met in late February with US 
Tennis Association officials, but failed 
to persuade them to call off play. Offi
cials argued privately that while they 
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lishes a weekly digest available to 
individuals for $28 per year.  
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do not want to risk suspension for 
refusing to play, they have asked South 
Africa to withdraw voluntarily from 
next year's competition.  

Protests are expected for the Cup 
finals, which are to be played in Nash
ville. The NAACP estimates that as 
many as 40,000 demonstrators may be 
on hand for the matches, on March 17, 
18 and 19.  

Soweto Election Fizzles 
South African authorities announced 

that fewer than 6% of the eligible 
voters turned out for the government
sponsored community council elec
tions late last month.  

A boycott of the balloting had been 
urged by the Soweto Action Commit
tee, a newly-formed group that has 
assumed the mantle of informal town
ship leadership, and by Chief Gatsha 
Buthelezi's Inkatha movement.  

In spite of the poor turnout, how
ever, authorities say they will work 
with the election winners.  

Security Tightened 
On Zambia's 'Copper Belt' 

Government officials imposed a 
midnight to dawn curfew on Zambia's 
copper belt' last month, after the 
second walkout in as many months by 
some 300 white miners.  

The miners were protesting attacks 
of armed thugs which in January took 
the lives of one white and one Asian 
woman, both wives of Roan Consoli
dated Mines employees.  

An African employee was also at
tacked in recent weeks, leading to 
speculation that the gangs are moti
vated by money rather than race.  

Israel Firms Up 
South Africa Ties 

Israeli Finance Minister held eight 
days of talks in South Africa last month 
and laid plans for expanding trade and 
industrial ties between the two coun
tries.  

The growth of links between Israel 
and South Africa has been a topic of 
debate within both nations, particu
larly since the visit to Israel last April of 
South African Prime Minister John 
Vorster--one of the few times the 
South African premier has ventured 
out of his beleaguered country. The 
trip called public attention to both 
military and economic cooperation, 
which includes Israeli training ofSouth 
African counterinsurgency forces, rail
way and irrigation projects, and sev
eral joint scientific ventures.



DUMA NOKWE 
1927-1978 

A memorial service was held 
in New York on January 24 for 
Duma Nokwe, a leader of the 
African National Congress of 
South Africa who died in Lusaka.  

Duma Nokwe graduated from 
Fort Hare University with a 
science degree in 1949 and be
came a teacher. He was thrown 
out of teaching because of his 
political activism, and then stud
ied law, becoming the first Afri
can advocate. During the next 
seven years he was arrested, 
charged in a 1956 treason trial, 
detained in 1960, banned under 
the Sup pression of Communism 
act, and placed under house 
arrest. In between he managed 
to defend political cases and con
tinued his activities as a leader of 
ANC.  

In January 1963 he left South 
Africa at the instruction of the 
ANC, and from then on devoted 
his energies to working full time 
for the organization. He repre
sented the ANC at numerous 
international gatherings and was 
Director of Political Affairs and 
Assistant Secretary General of 
the organization.  

Southern -Africa expresses its 
sympathy and solidarity with 
Duma's family, and with his 
comrades in the African National 
Congress.  

continued from page 11 
white radicals and members of the 
black consciousness movement. He 
had openly defied his ban and lived 
with an Indian woman whom he mar
ried according to Muslim rites, thus 
breaking South Africa's racist "Mixed 
Marriages" and "Immorality" Acts.  
Turner had been sufficiently careful to 
prevent legal charges being pressed 
against him.  

But as one of the most impressive of 
the present generation of young radi
cals and revolutionaries, who are 
developing a Marxist theory of revolu
tion for South Africa, he was too much 
of a threat to be left alone.  

Assassination became the weapon 
used to annihilate him. As the struggle 
in South Africa intensifies, more such 
actions can be expected. El

Construction of Sasol II goes ahead

Looking for Oil Independence
I should like to remind you that 

the main object of Sasol II is to 
diminish South Africa's depen
dence on imported petroleum and 
to reduce the heavy outlay in 
foreign exchange to pay for these 
imports.  

-D. P. deVilliers, Chairman 
South African Coal, Oil and Gas 

Corp., Ltd., October 27, 1977 

Talk of oil sanctions at the United 
Nations and the rising cost of import
ing oil to meet the demands of its 
industrialized economy have encour
aged South Africa to seek ways of free
ing itself from total dependency on 
foreign oil.  

It is estimated that South Africa 
imports about 15 million tons of oil per 
year at a cost of $1.6 billion. This is a 
major drain on South Africa's foreign 
reserves, which are already under con
stant pressure.  

While South Africa does not have 
any oil and must import all of its needs, 
it does have extensive coal deposits. It 
is now building a plant called Sasol II 
to transform that coal into oil. A small 
pilot plant at Sasolburg has been in 
operation for several years.  
Capital Costs 

The eventual capital cost of the con
struction of Sasol II and its feeder mine 
is estimated at $2.8 billion, excluding

the cost of building a township and 
housing, interest during construction 
and working capital. This is an expen
sive undertaking, but the long term 
foreign exchange savings will be signi
ficant.  

According to the South African Coal, 
Oil and Gas Corporation, the para
statal corporation building Sasol II, the 
plant will save South Africa $402.5 mil
ion (R350 million) per year when in 

full operation. It will reportedly also 
supply up to 30% of South Africa's oil 
needs.  

It is currently estimated that $1,615 
million (R11,405 million), 57 percent of 
the capital cost of Sasol II, will be spent 
in South Africa. By the end of last year, 
228 contracts had been placed with 
South African contractors and consul
tants.  

The remaining 43 percent will be 
spent outside for equipment and ex
pertise not available in South Africa.  
The main contract for the construction 
of Sasol II has gone to a major West 
coast firm, Fluor. While the South 
African claim to have developed the 
process used in Sasol II, the Fluor con
tract covers the total development 
package from planning through con
struction to the operational phase.  
Clearly the construction of Sasol II 
would be impossible without foreign 
technical know-how.  

MARCH 1978/SOUTHERN AFRICA 15



Looking for Funds 
South Africa has already sought for

eign assistance for financing as well as 
construction. In 1976 Fluor attempted 
to get a $450 million direct loan from 
the US Export Import Bank. The Ex
Im Bank did not approve the loan, but 
it seems likely that some financing will 
still be provided by US sources.  

Fluor has in turn contracted the 
services of the East coast Raytheon 
Corporation through its Cambridge, 
Mass. subsidiary, Badger Corporation.  
Richard Hill, Chairman of the Fist 
National Bank of Boston (FNBB), is on

the board of Raytheon, and Badger 
Corporation banks at FNBB. This 
interlinkage could very well persuade 
FNBB that it should make a major loan 
towards the construction of Sasol II.  

Another indication of South African 
interest in obtaining capital from the 
US is the retention of the Wall Street 
underwriting firm, Dillon, Read to 
oversee Sasol II's financing. Peter 
Flanigan, a Dillon, Read executive, 
made a "private visit" to South Africa 
in 1976, in the company of a group of 
international bankers including repre
sentatives of Morgzan Guaranty, Manu-

facturers Hanover, and Bank of 
America. Dillon, Read seems reluc
tant to talk about its current connec
tion with the project.  

According to South African sources, 
$565.80 milion (R492 million) of the 
total financing of Sasol II, will be loan 
finance in the form of export credits.  
$345 million (R300 million) will be 
obtained from parliamentary appro
priations for which share capital will be 
issued and the balance of the funds will 
be provided by the State Oil Fund and 
earmarked as equity capital. Thus the 
government will effectively control the 
project. jt

%UNITED STATES 

Senate Report on 
South Africa Corporations

Senator Clark released a major re
port on US bank loans and investment 
in South Africa in late January, and 
made a series of recommendations to 
the Carter Administration which he 
described as "moderate." The study 
was more than a year in the making.  
One section details current bank lend
ing to South Africa, and was prepared 
by Bill Raiford of the Congressional 
Research Service. Raiford found that 
bank loans from US commercial banks 
totalled about $2.2 billion from 1974
76, roughly the equivalent of the South 
African government's military and oil 
expenditures. US commercial banks 
have rovided approximately one
third oM South Africa's foreign borrow
ing.  

The second part of the report is a 
compilation of responses to a question
naire that Clark sent to all US corpora
tions with investments in South Africa.  

Corporations Help Apartheid 
Clark said the findings contained in 

the report indicate that US economic 
interests in South Africa "have been 
pivotal in directly assisting the South 
African government." He said the 
report also shows that US corporations 
operating in South Africa "have (col
lectively) made no significant impact 
on either relaxing apartheid or in 
establishing company policies which 
would offer a limited but nevertheless 
important model of multinational 
responsibility." 

16 SOUTHERN AFRICA/MARCH 1978

Henry Ford in South Africa: US investment pivotal in direct assistance to apartheid

Clark said these findings make the 
current US policy of neither encourag
ingr nor discouraging new US invest
ment in South Africa "no longer ten
able." fie stressed, however, that the 
new policies he is recommending 
represent a "moderate" approach to 
the situation. He said they are virtually 
identical to policies ajopted by the 
government of Canada in December 
1977.  

Clark said he does not feel that 
more extreme measures," such as 

broad trade and investment sanctions 
or full disengagement of US invest
ments, are wise or possible at this

time. Instead, he said, his recommen
dations are aimed at "fostering specific 
and meaningful changes in the role 
which US corporate interests have 
traditionally played." 

Clark added, however, that stronger 
measures may be advisable in the 
future if these policies do not have 
their desired effect. "Much depends," 
he said, "upon events within South 
Africa and the willingness of all partici
pants there to accept constructive 
transformation." 
Concrete Actions 

Clark commended the Carter 
Administration on its "more fortheom-



Commerce Delays Action 
On Cessna Sale 

It appears that public and Congres
sional protests have delayed Com
merce and State Department approval 
of Cessna's application to sell 44 planes 
to a commercial distributor in South 
Africa in the first eight months of 1978.  
When a State Department press officer 
told a UPI reporter of the pending 
application in mid-December, num
erous objections were raised. Evi
dence of South African Air Force use of 
civilian aircraft flown by private pilots 
in paramilitary Air Commando units 
was widely used as a reason for oppos
ing the sale. Although this information 
has been on the public record for sev
eral years, it gained publicity only after 
the Administration continued to li
cense aircraft to South Africa in spite of 
agreeing to a mandatory arms embargo 
at the United Nations last November.  

The State Department has main
tained that there is no evidence that 
American aircraft are used in the Air 
Commandos. But now, to defuse the 
impact of the argument that all civilian 
aircraft sales should be stopped be
cause they could be used for paramili
tary purposes, State is proposing to 
continue the sales, but with a new 
restriction. In a December 29 letter to 
Congressman Markey of Massachu
setts, Acting Assistant Secretary of 
State for Congressional Relations, 
Robert Berckel, said that State is

recommending to Commerce a speci
fic export license restriction to prohibit 
the use of US manufactured aircraft on 
a full- or part-time basis, in paramili
tary or commando activity, whether 
for training or operational use." 

Observers speculate that final action 
on Cessna's application will probably 
not be announced until this regulation 
has been added to the US arms em
bargo guidelines. President Carter 
ordereda review of the guidelines in 
early November -after the UN arms 
embargo vote, but they have not yet 
been completed.  

US Company Fined 
For Sanctions Breaking 

The Treasury Department has fined 
a South African subsidiary of an Ameri
can company $25,000 for illegally trad
ing with Rhodesia, according to a 
Reuters report of January 13. The sub
sidiary of Gardner-Denver Co. of 
Dallas, Texas also had its export license 
revoked for two months for selling 
$392,000 worth of mining equipment 
to Rhodesia in contravention of the 
United Nations sanctions program.  

Treasury officials said this was the 
first time a fine has been imposed 
against a company for trading with 
Rhodesia, although export licenses 
have been revoked before.  

Although the US government gen
erally does not have jurisdiction over 
sanctions-breaking of South African 
subsidiaries, such as Mobil Oil of 
South Africa, it was able to act in this 
case because the goods sold to Rho
desia were originally shipped from the 
United States.  

Rep. Downey Issues Report 
On South Africa 

The coordinator of the House of 
Representatives Ad-Hoc Monitoring

Group on South Africa released a 
report on "The Civil Rights Crisis in 
South Africa and US Policy Options" 
on January 2. Rep. Thomas Downey of 
New York said the paper is "intended 
as a guidepost for Congressional initia
tives on South Africa in 1978. Al
though Downey authored the paper 
alone, he believes that many of the 
other 30 members of the group would 
support his recommendations.  

Declaring that "the US cannot adopt 
a head in the sand approach to eco
nomic sanctions," Downey supported 
the following measures which have 
been discussed in Congress: 

* denial of tax credits to US com
panies which pay taxes to the South 
African government (Rangel bill H.R.  
5796); 

* prohibition of Export-Import 
Bank financing of exports to South 
Africa (Maguire bill H.R. 9746); 

* prohibition of imports into the US 
of South African goods made by work
ers subject to discrimination (Markey 
bill H.R. 9754); 

* ending of nuclear cooperation 
agreement with South Africa; 

* ending all "gray area" sales such as 
"civilian" aircr and 

* downgrading the US mission in 
South Africa.  

Congressman Stephen Solarz of 
New York, who is a member of the 
Africa Subcommittee but not of the 
Monitoring Group, plans to introduce 
a two-part bill on US corporations in 
South Africa in early February. Part 
one is the first Congressional initiative 
to prohibit future US investment in 
South Africa, except for reinvestment 
of earnings from existing operations.  
Part two prohibits investors in South 
Africa from engaging in unfair employ
ment practices there, and is patterned 
on a bill previously introduced by Con
gressman Charles Diggs.

ing and direct" position toward South 
Africa, but said that this should be 
"backed up" by the following concrete 
steps: 
0 No resources of the US government 
should be used to promote foreign 
investment in---or loans to-South 
Africa. Export-Import Bank insurance 
and loan guarantees should cease. The 
US commercial attache should be per
manentlv withdraw. Visits to South 
Africa by officials of the Department of 
Commerce should cease. Activities of 
US agencies which may indirectly pro-

mote South African investments 
should be reviewed and limited where 
ap ropriate. Economic data and coun
seing should no longer he supplied to 
potential investors by the US govern
ment.  
* Tax cidits slwuld I). denied to US 
(Mpanis paying South African ta~xes 
if those companies fail to act in ways 
consi',tent with American policy to
ward South -\frica. This step would 
effectively deny tax credits to com
panies which fail to enforce fair labor 
practices; invest in strategic projects

involving South Africa's military, 
security or defense needs; or have 
financial involvement in any projects 
which further the implementation of 
South Africa's separate development 
policies. To effectively implement this 
step, the US government should 
develop a set of investment guidelines 
and fair employment principles, hope
fully in consultation with American 
business leaders.  

• The US government should refrain 
from endorsement of any private 
groups or organizations which promote 
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Isaiah, South Africa and 
Black American Churches

By Rev. Muhammad Kenyatta 
One of the most electrifying and 

dramatic moments in the Judeo
Christian scriptures occurs in Isaiah's 
vision when this prophet is confronted 
by the Lord's call for a singularly diffi
cult and radical mission. Isaiah "heard 
the voice of the Lord saving, Whom 
shall I send and who will go for us?" 
There was no way for Isaiah to dodge 
the question, for he was the one pre
pared and called for the mission. To 
avoid the question would have meant 
to void the essential purpose of his life.  

Without any recorded pause, Isaiah 
answered directly, "Here am I, Lord, 
send me." 

The struggle of African masses for 
liberation in their native lands of Zim
babwe (Rhodesia), Namibia and South 
Africa (also called Azania) confronts the 
Black Christian churches in the USA 
with an Isaiah-in-the-temple chal
lenge. If black religionists avoid this 
challenge, we will corrupt the essen
tial purpose of our own historic calling 
and preparation.  

At this point in history, no one-not 
even the USA government-denies 
the massive economic involvement of 
USA-based multinational corporations 
in southern Africa. In South Africa 
itself, the USA investment of one bil
lion, six hundred million dollars is 
second only to Great Britain's, and the 

The Rev. Kenyatta is national director 
of the Black Theology Project, aformer 
Merrill Fellow at Harvard Univ ersity's 
Divinity School and an assistant 
preacher at Kingsway Community 
Church in Philadelphia. He serves as 
permanent representative to the 
United Nations Non-Governmental 
Organization (NGO) section for the 
Black Economic Development Con
ference.

rate of acceleration of USA invest
ments over recent years exceeds that 
of any other nation. The extent of USA 
political protection of South Africa was 
amphN manifest at the United Nations, 
this past Fall, when Ambassador 
Andrew Young vetoed three succes
sive African-sponsored resolutions for 
effective economic sanctions against 
the apartheid regime.  

As pointed out by African church 
leaders and by liberation organization 
representatives, who joined with 300 
black USA leaders in the Black The
ology Project's Atlanta '77 Black 
Church conference, w.hen Africans 
struggle for self-determination in 
southern Africa, they inevitably find 

GUEST COMMENTARY 
the US government and corporate 
establishment either directly opposing 
or subtly subverting their struggles.  

An important part of the govern
ment/corporate subversion strategy is 
to create the impression that black 
American church leadership endorses 
the Carter administration's policy of 
continuing American economic in
volvement and political reciprocity 
with South Africa s fascist white min
ority regime. This is why the Reverend 
Andrew Young, the Reverend Leon 
Sullivan of General Motors and other 
black clergy figures are assigned \isi
ble roles to "sell" White House and 
corporate neo-colonial strategies to 
both Afro-Americans and African 
"moderates." 

But the black churches of the USA 
were prepared and born in protest 
against racism and treachery. Our 
earliest churches affirmed their Afri
can identity: African Methodist Epis
copal, African Methodist Episcopal

Zion, First African Baptist, First Afri
can Presbyterian, etc. And the con
tinuing oppression of our own com
munities right here in the USA, after 
the arduous years of our own human 
rights protests, is stark evidence that 
African people must not settle for 
"made in USA" solutions that offer 
them economic and political second
class citizenship on their native conti
nent.  

Black churches and individual be
lievers are being challenged to directly 
support liberation organizations like 
SWAPO of Namibia and the Patriotic 
Front of Zimbabwe; to support Chris
tian liberation advocates like black 
theologian Allan Boesack in South 
Africa; to work directly with efforts like 
the Patrice Lumumba Coalition, the 
Washington Office on Africa, the "no 
bank loans to South Africa" campaign, 
the Interfaith Center on Corporate 
Responsibility and the dozens of local 
African liberation support groups.  

We, black followers of Jesus Christ, 
are being challenged to identify our
selves with the most authentic expres
sions of African liberation aspira
tions-including armed guerrilla free
dom fighters-even if this puts us on a 
collision course with Wall Street and 
the Vhite House.  

Not long ago, the Reverend Herb 
Daughtry and the House of the Lord 
Pentecostal Church in New York City 
raised and donated over four thousand 
dollars to the Zimbabwe Patriotic 
Front. I know that congregation has its 
own local needs and that the parishion
ers are individuals for whom a dollar 
given is a dollar sacrificed. But that 
spirit-filled church saw their Isaiah
situation and heard the voice of the 
Lord in the cries of African babies. It is 
high time that more black churchfolks 
saV, like that congregation, "Here are 
We, Lord, send uS"

US corporate investment in South 
Afi'ica without adherence to the invest
ment guidelines and fair employment 
principles cited above.  

Clark said these steps would "bring 
US policies regarding investment in 
South Africa in line with general US 
policy." Stronger actions would be too 
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"dramatic" and would cut offAmerican 
"leverage" with the South African gov
('rnment to encourage peaceful 
change. Clark did not announce any 
initiatives that he would take in Con
gress, but rather supported the Ad
ministration's current policy and ex
pressed hope that it would accept his

recommendations in the course of the 
current Exetcutive policy review.  

The report, which contains a great 
deal of useful factual material, is en
titled "IS Corporate Interests in 
Africa," and is available from the Sen
ate Foreign Relations Committee, 
\Washington, D.C. 20510. El



US Helped Vorster Get IMF Money
The International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) slipped $464 million to South 
Africa in 1976 and 1977 according to 
two researchers working for a private, 
Washington based political research 
group, the Center for International 
Policy.  

IMF meetings are held behind 
closed doors, but James Morrell and 
David Gisselquist managed to obtain 
copies of confidential IMF Executive 
Board minutes which reveal both the 
extent of the financing involved, and 
the consistency with which two US 
administrations (Ford and Carter) have 
supported the loans for South Africa, 
despite considerable opposition from 
African and other countries.  

The documents show that the pro
cess began in January, 1976, when 
South Africa applied to the IMF for 
help in fighting problems it said had 
been caused by rising imports, a fall in 
exports due to the world wide reces
sion and a resulting drain on its foreign 
reserves.  

During subsequent internal discus
sions delegates representing West 
Germany, Italy, Spain and Portugal 
challenged the loans on economic 
grounds, arguing that South Africa had 
created many of its own economic 
problems, and should use its re
sources, particularly gold, to cure 
itself.  

The African representative, Antoine 
Yameogo of Upper Volta, went fur
ther, pointing out that the problems 
that had brought South Africa to the 
IMF were short term, and capable of 
self correction; but South Africa's real 
problem, he said, was long term and 
structural - namely its treatment of 
the black population which repre
sented 83% of the total population and 
occupied only 13% of the land. His 
opposition was overridden and South 
Africa's request for what was termed a 
stand-by credit was granted.  

Later in the year, in Noveimber 
1976, five months after the Soweto 
shootings, South Africa was back with 
another request for $186 million. This 
too was granted, bringing the total of 
IMF loans for 1976 up to $366 million.  

More Than All Africa 
The minutes do not cover 1977, but 

Morrell and Gisselquist report that "the Carter administration quietly 
supported an additional $56 million 
loan to South Africa in 1977 even while 
castigating the white-supremacy gov-

ernment in public. Washington's time 
honored tradition of slapping the wrist 
while greasing the palm was observed 
once more.  

The IMF's balance ofpayment assis
tance to South Africa in these two years 
was greater than its combined assis
tance to all other African countries in 
the same period. In fact, in those two 
years only Britain and Mexico received 
more aid from the Fund.  

US Contribution 
Of the total received by South 

Africa, an estimated $107 million came 
from the US government's contribu
tion to IMF funds. Even more impor
tant, the US, as the IMF's largest sin

le contributor could, almost certainly, 
nave blocked the loans if it so wished.  

Instead the US joined with the UK 
in supporting aid to South Africa. Peter 
J. Bull, representing the UK, said at 
the January 1976 meeting that standby 
arrangements "would give the authori
ties . . .some feeling of international 
support, which they deserved." In 
November, US delegate Thomas 
Leddy argued that South Africa's need 
was clear y established and affirmed 
his support for the aid.  
Defending SA Assistance 

The US uses a convenient logic in 
supporting INIF assistance to South 
Africa. The IMF was established to 
help its 130 member countries over

OZIMBABWE 

More Talk, 
More War 

With the Patriotic Front continuing 
its annual rainy-season offensive, the 
quest for a moderate settlement has 
intensified on two fronts.  

After two months of talks, the Smith 
regime has hastened its efforts to pro
duce an "internal settlement" with 
pliant black leaders cultivated by the 
Salisbury government who seem will
ing to sell out their people for their 
own slice of power. At the same time, 
Washington and London are anxious to

come threats to their economies caused 
by adverse trade balances-imports 
outstripping exports-with resulting 
shortflls in foreign exchange. Aid to a 
country in such trouble has conse
quences for all other countries in
volved in foreign trade, goes the argu
ment, because if a big country like 
South Africa can no longer buy, sell or 
pay its debt, that will have damaging 
chain reaction effects on other coun
tries.  
Increasing Defense Expenditure 

What the US chose to ignore, in 
making its argument, was the particu
lar reason why South Africa found itself 
importing too much. Yet the reason 
was clearly laid out in a report pre
pared for members by IMF staff in 
April 1977. "Defense expenditure has 
been a major cause of the rapid in
crease in total current expenditure" 
said the report, noting that defense 
expenditure for the 1976/77 budget 
had risen 40%, and that the 1977/78 
budget proposed another 21% in
crease, bringing total defense expendi
ture to $1.9 billion.  

Thus IMF funds are being lent to 
South Africa to enable the Pretoria 
regime to build its capacity to defend 
apartheid against the growing chal
lenge from the majority of the South 
African people.  

It is surely time to stop these 
loans. []

find a "moderate" settlement along the 
same lines as Smith's, but with wide 
international backing-which can only 
come through participation of the 
Patriotic Front.  
Talks In Malta 

And so at the end of January, 
Andrew Young and British Foreign 
Secretary David Owen met on the 
Mediterranean island of Malta with 
Patriotic Front leaders, Robert Mu
gabe and Joshua Nkomo, while Smith 
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made noises about an imminent settle
ment in the talks in Salisbury.  

Young and his aides-most of whom 
are black Americans-hold the public 
view that Patriotic Front participation 
is a requisite for any legitimate settle
ment of Zimbabwe independence.  
Seeking out the Zimbabwe delegates 
between the formal negotiating ses
sions, in the bars and corridors of the 
Malta hotel, Young used his strong 
personality and flamboyant style to try 
to win them over to the "merits" of the 
Anglo-American plan.  

Although failing to do this, he did 
win praise from Robert Mugabe who 
said that Young had made a "tremen
dous contribution" and spoke of the 
US role in the quest for an internation
ally acceptable solution as "positive." 

David Owen's style was more for
mal, meeting only with the Zimbabwe 
delegates during the talks, and letting 
Andy Young have the spotlight. There 
is more than the question of style at 
work here, however. Britain now ap
pears to be ready to abandon its own 
plan, should an internal settlement be 
reached by Smith in Salisbury.  

Turnabout Anticipated By British 
Washington Post reporter David 

Ottaway, who covered the Malta con
ference, commented that the Labor 
Party and the British Foreign Secre
tary "now seem certain to support 
Smith's internal settlement. The Labor 
government feels extremely vulner
able to attacks from the Conservatives 
who already have charged that Owen 
was 'sabotaging' Smith s internal set
tlement effort by dealing with Rho
desian 'terrorists.' " With the possi
bility of this being an election year for 
Britain, the Labor Party is finding the 
Rhodesian question a particularly 
thorny one to handle, and no doubt 
feels the need to appease conservative 
opinion in order to insure reelection.  

There have been signs, too, that 
Washington is prepared to support 
Smith's plan if efforts to persuade 
Front leaders to moderate their condi
tions for participation fail.  

In contrast to the earlier low-key 
role that the US played in the talks, 
Young is now the key figure. Accord
ing to Ottaway, he has the strong back
ing of Nyerere and Machel, "who 
together have exercized considerable 
pressure on the Front to come to the 
negotiating table with Britain and the 
United States." 

Talks Inconclusive 
The Malta talks ended inconclu

sively after being extended into a third 
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Patriotic Front leaders, Joshua Nkomo 
(left) and Robert Mugabe arrive in Malta.  

day. The question of who should lead 
the transitional government and who 
should supervise the elections is far 
from resolved.  

Britain and the US accepted the 
Front's proposal for a "governing coun
cil" to rule during the transition. The 
Front insists that this council be com
posed of Patriotic Front members and 
the British Resident Commissioner, 
Lord Carver. US and Britain are 
equally insistent that two members 
each of ZANU and ZAPU (the two 
organizations that form the alliance) 
comprise the council, as well as two 
members each of Sithole's ZANU and 
Muzorewa's UANC.  

The Front, understandably, rejects 
being put in a minority situation. Its 
leaders wish to ensure political and 
military control so that it is not sold 
out.  

A major deadlock remains over the 
composition of the future army. Britain 
and the US have proposed a 10,000
member army, composed of 4,000 
guerrillas, 3,000 black troops from 
Smith's present army, and 3,000 new 
recruits.  

The Patriotic Front wants all its 
fighters (Ottaway estimates its strength 
at 15,000 to 25,000) to form the basis of 
the new army, which would also in
clude a few thousand black and white 
soldiers from Smith's army. Front 
leaders have not changed their posi
tion on the UN peacekeeping force, 
rejecting their presence altogether.  

Internal Settlement Stalled 
Meanwhile, the rumblings from 

Salisbury that gave rise to speculation 
that the so-called internal settlement 
would be announced during the Malta 
talks, produced no concrete results.  
The least pliant of Smith's chosen Afri
can leaders, Bishop Abel Muzorewa, 
who walked out of the talks and boy-

cotted them for a few days, said that he 
had been insulted and called a liar.  

The talks then stalled over the ques
tion of parliamentary representation, 
for which Smith had worked out a com
plex formula to preserve minority con
trol over the Zimbabwean legislature, 
while still offering promises of "one 
man, one vote." 

Muzorewa refused to accept Smith's 
plans for whites to vote separately on 
28 of the 100 members of a future Par
liament. Sithole proposed a compro
mise formula, which Smith seemed 
ready to accept. According to this plan, 
white voters would elect their mem
bers for the first half of the period that 
Smith has stipulated as necessary to 
continue white control. It is unlikely 
that the Rhodesian right-wing (both 
members and non-members of the rul
ing Front Party) would accept this 
proposal. Many have been extremely 
critical of what they see as a sell-out by 
Smith.  

The question of the composition of 
the army has become a stumbling block 
in these as well as the Malta talks! 
Smith insists that it remain as it pres
ently is; Muzorewa and Sithole insist 
that the guerrillas be integrated into it.  

What Smith terms a "broad settle
ment" will, according to him, be an
nounced "in a few weeks"-presum
ably by mid-February. Black negotia
tors present at Smith's press confer
ence on January 25 showed him their 
full support. "It will make you very 
happy, 'Ndabaningi Sithole said of the 
plan.  

A South African press report re
cently revealed that Sithole has been 
using a former CIA agent, Neville 
Romain, born in South Africa, as his 
chief adviser and advance man. In late 
1974, Sithole was ousted as chairman 
of ZANU.  

Samora Machel Supports 
Patriotic Front Negotiations 

President Samor Machel, in a two
hour interview with American journal
ists in Nlatuto in mid-January (an 
interview that apparently was not 
reported in the US press), dismissed 
the validity of an internal settlement 
and expressed support for negotiations 
based on the British-American peace 
proposals.  

"Mozambique has made great efforts 
to prevent Mr. Smith from forming his 
war of aggression into a general war in 
southern Africa," Machel said, adding 
that Smith's objective was to "create 
instability and insecurity in the region 
and generalize the conflict so the West 
will ind a pretext to participate." 

He expressed serious concern over 
the possibility that Britain and the



United States would back Smith's in
ternal settlement, and turn away from 
their own plan.  

"The West will be silent about an 
internal settlement at first. South 
Africa will be the first to recognize it, 
then the West- and the last will be 
Britain.  

"They will say it is afait accompli.  
They will say those still fighting are 
rebels and Communist agents. An 
internal settlement is the way to pro
long the war in Zimbabwe." 

Expressing support for free elec
tions, Machel said, "It is up to the 
people of Zimbabwe to choose and 
elect their leaders. If they are for the 
Patriotic Front or other nationalist 
patriots in Zimbabwe, the people will

know the quality of each leader. We 
are not saying we exclude other leaders 
(than those of the Patriotic Front)." 

He added with a smile, "If Mr.  
Smith wants to be elected it is up to the 
Zimbabweans to elect him." 

War Continues 
As the volume of talk increases at 

either end of the globe, and as Andy 
Young prepares for a trip to Africa for 
talks with frontline state leaders and 
possibly with Smith in Salisbury, the 
Patriotic Front continues its struggle 
for independence, the struggle which 
brought the disparate leaders to the 
conference tables in the first place.  

The fighting has begun to intensify 
with the start of the yearly rainy-season

offensive. What happens on the battle 
front is critical to a settlement, and the 
Front is unlikely to phase out any of its 
fighting without serious commitment 
from the various parties to true libera
tion for their country.  

In an attempt to strengthen his pro
posed settlement, Smith recently 
offered a cease-fire to the guerrillas in 
Mozambique and Zambia, inviting 
them to lav down their arms and return 
home. ZAPU chairman, Joshua Nkomo 
responded from Lusaka on January 25 
by stating that a cease-fire could be 
acceptable only "as a consequence of 
an absolute guarantee of the certainty 
of independence"-a guarantee, 
Nkomo pointed out, that only the 
Patriotic Front could provide. ]

%ANGOLA 

Planning A Socialist Future
By Michael Shuster 

Of all the important questions taken 
up at MPLA's First Congress in early 
December, the problem of the rela
tionship between the countryside and 
the town probably has the most far
reaching consequences for the future 
of the Angolan revolution.  

It is no accident that the Congress 
declared 1978 "the year of agricul
ture," and that soon after the Con
gress, the Angolan government car
ried out what one observer called a 
"light" reshuffling of the Cabinet, 
which included the replacement of the 
Ministers of Agriculture, Fishing and 
Commerce.  

At first glance the declaration of a 
"year of agriculture" might seem to be 
pretty dull stuff. But in reports to the 
Congress, it became evident that many 
leaders in MPLA were beginning to 
realize that in coming to power in 1975, 
MPLA had somehow become disas
sociated from that base of power-the 
countryside-that had supported it 
and made it possible to survive 
throughout the anti-colonial struggle 
of the 1960s.  

When it assumed governmental 
responsibility after independence the 
MPLA had transferred leadership from 
the liberated zones in the far east of the 

Mike Shuster, a member of the South
ern Africa collective travelled in An
gola from April to September 1976.

country to Luanda, the capital. But it 
had been the peasantry in that liber
ated section who had contributed deci
sivelv to the development and pro
gress of the national liberation struggle 
-because of the shift, the countryside 
had inevitably come to be seen as sepa
rated from the policy debates that

Michael Shuster 
Peasant women and members of Angolan 
Women's Organization at a political 
meeting with heads of government and 
MPLA in Moxico Province, Eastern 
Angola, 1976.

flourished in the towns, and from the 
subsequent decisions that were made.  
War Effects 

It is interesting to note here that 
during what the Angolans call the 
Second War of Liberation-fought 
against FNLA, UNITA, and the South 
African army after the fall of the Portu
guese dictatorship-it was the popula
tions of the towns that were mainly 
affected by the fighting as the invading 
forces sought to capture these centers.  
Afterward, the difficult phase of setting 
up the central structures of the state
difficulties aggravated by a badly dam
aged communications system--de
manded most of MPLA's energy and 
attention. Again the countryside was 
neglected as MPLA failed to create the 
necessary conditions for the systematic 
political mobilization of the majority of 
Angolans-the peasants.  

Addressing the problematic rela
tionship between the countryside and 
the town had further implications for 
the Congress. Not only did it touch on 
the political behavior of those living 
far from Luanda, but it raised serious 
questions and produced important 
answers about the political behavior of 
those in the capital, before and after 
the abortive coup attempt last May.  

Bureaucrats Survive 
After MPLA came to power and 

won the war of 1975-76, the state func
tioned with most of the bureaucrats 
who worked for the Portuguese coo
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nial administration still at their desks.  
Most had remained aloof from the pro
found political change that had shaken 
Angola over the previous decade.  
According to many observers, includ
ing this reporter, the old functionaries, 
most of them non-white, had also 
manifested a real inability to run the 
state apparatus.  

This is not surprising when it is real
ized that the primary function of the 
colonial state machinery was tax collec
tion. Ignorant of the reality of life for 
most otthe country's 6 million peasants 
and indifferent to their plight, these 
functionaries led a privileged exis
tence. After MPLA came to power, 
they fought hard to maintain their 
status.  

"There are those," President Agos
tinho Neto pointed out in his New 
Year's message, "'who concern them
selves only with their privileges. From 
there to corruption, and to sabotage, is 
but a single step." 

"Perhaps it's normal," he added.  
"But we cannot accept their disobedi
ence.  

Many were prepared to defy the 
new system and its values. Nito Alves 
and his followers (known now as frac
tionists) organized against the leader
ship of Neto and MPLA Secretary 
Lucio Lara. They found a ready audi
ence among the state's functionaries, 
who were anxious to challenge the 
power of those leaders and militants
peasant in origin-who had come from 
the struggle in the east.  

Thus both among many MPLA loy
alists and among the plotters against 
them, the peasantry had come to be 
considered the political "clientele" of 
the towns where the absolute "leader
ship" of the country resided.  

Isolation of Militants 
The further away MPLA militants 

were from Luanda, the more they felt 
this separation. Ironically, it was those 
in the remotest areas such as eastern 
Moxico province, where the guerrilla 
struggle had won MPLA its greatest 
victories and literally kept the move
ment alive during the very difficult 
days of the mid-1960s, who were most 
cut off. Fortunately they were also the 
most vocal in their criticism.  

In August 1976, I traveled to Moxico 
and spent three weeks with the MPLA 
leadership of the province, visiting 
some of the outlying villages and set
tlements. Of all the militants and lead
ers I met in ten of Angola's 16 prov
inces, those of Moxico were the most 
politically conscious, and the most in 
touch with and concerned with the 
problems of the people.  
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The land rovers in which we traveled 
raised thick clouds of dust as we strug
gled through barely passable dirt 
roads. Rarely did we awake after dawn 
during those three weeks. The long 
distances between villages and the 
overgrown routes forced traveling in 
the very early morning hours if the 
Provincial Commissioner and his en
tourage were to have sufficient work
ing time with the villagers to mobilize 
them and gauge their needs.  

I traveled with the Provincial Com
missioner, Armando Dembo, who was 
a veteran of the guerrilla struggle in 
Moxico, and his right hand man, Bal
thasar Messonge, a clandestine mem
ber of M PLA in the 1960s who worked 
at the Luso branch of the Bank of 
Angola. During the hours in the dusty 
land rovers, the talk always turned to 
politics. One morning, on our a-av to 
Caripande on the Zambian border, we 
talked of politics and its relation to lan
guage.  

Criticism of Center 
Angolans speak dozens of African 

languages, but the language of the 
government is Portuguese. During the 
colonial period, my hosts told me, the 
settlers considered the local languages "the talk of dogs," and the Luanda 
leaders had maintained an unfortunate 
prejudice against non-Portuguese 
speaking countn people. "Many in 
Luanda don't understand how impor
tant it is for us to use the local lan
guages," Messonge said. "It's really 
important for our people to hear their 
language on the radio," a rare occur
ence, he added.  

From that, the criticism broadened 
to include the already-hardening bur
eaucracies of the capital. Messonge 
and Dembo were convinced that the

Key to Talk 
While its war of liberation with 

South Africa continues in the north and 
central regions of Namibia, the South 
West Africa People's Organization is 
bracing for a new round of talks with 
the five Western nations that have

consequent separation of the people 
from the government would have seri
ous implications.  

Messonge had recently attended 
meetings in Luanda and came back to 
Moxico fuming over what he termed 
functionaries bound up with pseudo
intellectualism about revolution who 
had no contact with the countryside.  
The bureaucracies had already become 
so calcified that spare parts for any 
machine were difficult to acquire.  
"The endless filing out of forms," 
Messonge said, would have serious 
consequences in our work here. It's 
the way the right can prevent the 
advancement of our revolution.  

"It will have to be us, outside of 
Luanda, who show them how it's done, 
how to change." 

Almost prophetic in his analysis, 
Messonge and others like him did show 
Luanda how to change, if the decisions 
taken at the Congress are any indica
tion. Agriculture had suffered particu
larly from bad state management. If it 
was to be the "base of development" of 
the Angolan economy designated by 
an initial two year plan, production 
would have to increase. "In order to do 
this," Neto said recently. "We will 
have to create many cooperatives 
which will coexist with small private 
plots. This is indispensable." 

"The year of agriculture" will be a 
year not only concerned with growing 
food. If MPLA's plans for the y'ear are 
successful, it will affect the political 
organization of the state and MPLA 
itself. Coupled with the two y'ear eco
nomic development plan put forward 
by the Congress, it will be MPLA's 
first political blueprint for a socialist 
future. F]

been actively urging a "moderate" set
tlement for Namibian independence 
since last spring. Talks are now ex
pected to begin in early February, 
according to SWAPO representatives 
at the United Nations.

%NAMIBIA 

South African Troops:



Little indication that South Africa plans 
to withdraw: Minister of Defense P. W.  
Botha (right) with Chief of the Defense 
Force General Malan in Ovamboland, 
northern Namibia. Botha paid a visit to 
several South African bases and watched 
anti-guerrilla action from a helicopter.  

The five Western nations-the 
US, Britain, France, West Germany, 
and Canada-have apparently been 
meeting in New York since late in 
December in preparation for meetings 
among themselves, South African 
representatives, and SWAPO leaders.  
Talks were originally proposed for 
early in January, but both SWAPO and 
South Africa have alternately re
quested postponements.  

Officials connected with the US 
mission to the United Nations have 
reportedly stated that they have man
aged to reach workable compromises 
between SWAPO and Pretoria on 11 of 
19 bargaining points. But as in other 
Western diplomatic efforts, such per
centages may be misleading: There 
are some points on which neither 
SWAPO nor South Africa appear pre
pared to budge an inch form their long
standing positions.  

Elections 
Chief among these is SWAPO's 

position on the South African presence 
-both its security forces and its civil
ian administration-in Namibia dur
ing elections in which the liberation 
movement would participate. "We 
were the first ones to propose elections 
in Namibia at the UN," SWAPO's Ben 
Gurirab said in a recent interview with 
Southern Africa. "And we remain 
committed to that idea-as long as 
they are under UN supervision and 
control." 

This position, Gurirab is quick to 
point out, represents no more than an 
adherence to UN Security Council 
Resolution 385, which condemned the 
illegal South African occupation and

I am in an airplane on an early morn
ing flight from Chicago to New York 
City, and I have just read in the New 
York Times that Rick Turner is dead.  

Durban, South Africa, Jan. 8 
Reuters) Dr. Richard Turner, a 

leading opponent of the govern
ment's policy of apartheid, or 
racial separation, was shot to 
death in his home during the 
night, the police reported.  
The news strikes with a thunder

bolt's fury. A state of numbness, which 
may have lasted only ten or fifteen 
minutes, but seemed a timeless eter
nity, begins to wear off and is replaced 
with a nauseous helpless rage.  

I can't tell the General Electric 
executive sitting next to me, working 
on his columns of figures with a com
piter, that a good friend of mine and a 
hero of the South African liberation 
struggle has just been murdered. I 
simply cannot shake off the feeling that 
he, with his columns totalling millions 
of dollars, is responsible or Rick's 
murder. I know that may be irrational 
and judgemental, but at the moment I 
am not filing any claims for sanity.  

This God damned apartheid system 
and its God damned killings! This God 
damned apartheid system and its God 
damned kilings! 

Rick Turner was a courageous man, 
fiercely committed to racial and eco
nomic justice in South Africa. His was 
an inquiring, sharply critical mind with 
an intellectual honesty unsurpassed.  
Moreover, he was a loving husband, a 
congenial host, a deeply caring person.  

From the images that are flashing 
uncontrolled through my mind, there 
are some that do not seem immedi
ately remarkable: his cooking for halfa 
dozen guests over an outdoor barbe
(Iie; he and his wife Foszia embracing; 
his showing me his extensive political 
and economic library. What is impor-

spelled out conditions for elections.  
Western nations endorsed that resolu
tion when it was originally passed in 
January 1976.  

Still, the Western Five, as they are 
called, are expected to press SWAPO, 
not South Africa, for a compromise on

tant about these simple, seemingly 
unrevolutionary images is that they are 
all absurdly illegal in South Africa. The 
books were mostly banned, the mixed 
marriage to his Indian wife was strictly 
forbidden by law, and the lawn party 
was a punishable offense because Rick 
himself was banned.  

These images and their illegality are 
an important symbol. They reflect 
Rick's decision not to be his own 
policeman. He insisted upon main
taining his humanity in the face of his 
inhuman oppressors-an insistance he 
shared in common with the late Steve 
Biko (also murdered) as well as many 
other banned persons who are still 
alive (but may not be much longer).  

I attended the funeral of Steve Biko 
in King Williamstown last September, 
and afterward I had a long discussion 
with Beyers Naude about banned 
people, and about the fact that some 
banned people emerge from the ban 
stronger than ever in their commit
ment to fight apartheid, while others 
are tamed by the experience.  

Beyers believed that the difference 
was related to whether or not a banned 
person is willing to be his own police
man. We spoke that day of Rick Turner 
as a primary example of a banned 
person who would never be tamed.  

Now Rick is dead and Beyers is 
banned. The racists must have known 
of Rick's untamability. I will pray daily 
that Bevers will also not be tamed, and 
also that he will not be killed.  

Rick: I am grateful for your life, your 
courage, and the great contribution 
you have made to South African libera
tion.  

Foszia, and all other sisters and 
brothers in the struggle in South 
Africa: I wish you courage and endur
ance.  

John Vorster and all other South 
African and international supporters of 
racist apartheid (including the GE 
exec next to me, if it applies) commit 
myself again to fervent prayer and 
intensive struggle for the downfall of 
your God damned system and the end 
of these God damned killings.  

- Joseph R. Barndt

the occupation issue and on others, 
such as South Africa's claims on Walvis 
Bay, the territory's sole deep-water 
port. Privately, US negotiators have 
said that they are disappointed in what 
they portray as SWAPO's intransi
gence at the bargaining table. South 
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Atrica, they argue, has altered its posi
tions on key issues blocking elections 
for an independent government with 
SWAPO participation. But SWAPO, 
so the argument goes, simply rejects 
any South African presence whatso
ever during elections.  

The question of South Africa's mili
tary presence is the most glaring ex
ample of this tactical shift. There are 
reportedly a number ofproposals being 
weighed on a compromise to what has 
been a stalemated issue-all designed 
to maintain a South African military 
presence during elections but all in the 
guise of "compromise solutions." One 
such would allow the South African 
administration several thousand troops 
in a specified area surrounded by a UN 
peacekeeping force.

I 1I;4 1 1 LI L 

SO LONG, KRUGERRAND ...  
Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, Fenner and 
Smith announced that they would stop 
promoting and selling South African 
Krugerrand in the US on December 
30. The company reached this decision "reluctantly because "demand for the 
coins did not attain the optimistic 
levels forecast .... It will continue to 
offer its customers gold bars, however.  

Protests against the sale of Kruger
rand occurred in Boston, Cleveland, 
San Antonio, Los Angeles, Eugene 
and Portland, Oregon. The actions 
resulted in TV stations and a news
paper discontinuing ads, department 
stores ending sales, and city councils 
adopting resolutions opposing the sale 
of the coins in Denver, Chicago, Port-

Isolating SWAPO 
There have been some indications 

recently that the US is prepared to 
solve this diplomatic impasses and 
move toward overt support of the 
South Africans' plan for a kind of in
ternal settlement through elections, 
held under open South Afican control.  
It would do this by isolating SWAPO 
on the ground that the liberation 
movement failed to meet Pretoria half
way at the bargaining table.  

In fact, the Western initiative itself 
is designed in part to usurp UN juris
diction as provided for in Security 
Council resolutions. Donald Mc
Henry, UN Representative Andrew 
Young's assistant for African affairs, 
noted recently that there were, in
deed, several demands that South 
Africa must be prepared to accept.  

land, Dayton. and San Antonio. The 
Massachusetts House of Representa
tives passed a similar resolution.  

0 

'GOOD NEWS FROM DISTRICT 
1199 which announced on January 29 
that the National Hospital Union Pen
sion Fund trustees had banned all 
investments that aid South Africa. This 
is the first time a national labor-man
agement pension fund has taken such 
action.  

The Fund covers covers 70 hospital 
and health care workers. The majority 
of them are members of District 1199 
in voluntary hospitals, nursing homes 
and retail drug stores in the New York 
metropolitan area. The Fund has assets 
of 8236 million.  

Commenting on the action, Union 
President and chairman of the Fund's 
Board of Trustees, Leon Davis, said: 

"Loans and investments from the 
United States that prop South Africa's 
repressive regime are an insult to all 
Americans who believe in justice and 
fair play." 

STOCKHOLDER ACTIONS ... The 
Interfaith Center on Corporate Re
sponsibility plans a series of actions at 
stockholder meetings requesting 
changes in American business involve
ment in southern Africa.  

Four banks-Citibank, Morgan 
Guaranty, Continental Illinois, and 
First Chicago-will be asked to dis
close information on their loans to 
South Africa. Manufacturers Hanover,

But what was significant in Mc
Henry's remarks, which were made 
during a speech at the Council for Reli
gion and International Affairs in New 
York, was what he left out: Military 
withdrawal was not among the require
ments he cited. He also noted that the 
US could not support "exclusive con
trol" of elections by South Africa
another subtle shift in the Washington 
position implying that SA could play a 
role, a position in conflict with the role 
assigned to the UN as supervisor of 
elections, under SC Res 385. The 
questions that seem to remain at this 
point in the diplomatic maneuvers 
involving Namibia are how and how far 
the US will move toward support for 
Pretoria in attempting to advance post
Kissinger "moderation" in southern 
Africa. El 

Crocker, Bank of America, and First 
Boston will be asked to end all loans.  

Texaco, Phelps Dodge, Motorola, 
Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing 
and Kimberly-Clark will be asked to 
withdraw from South Africa, and two 
other companies-Union Carbide and 
US Steel-not to expand their opera
tions.  

Other resolutions will request that 
Kennecott ask for disclosure on their 
mining and smelting operation in 
South Africa, Southern Co. to disclose 
details on the purchase of South Afri
can coal; Newmont Mining for infor
mation about its Namibian operations; 
and Kodak and Control Data not to sell 
their products to the South African 
government.  

Texaco's stockholders ssll ask that 
company to investigate possible sales 
by its South African subsidiary to Rho
desia. Mobil and Standard Oil will be 
asked to cut back sales to South Africa 
by one-third-since one-third of the 
oil it sells to South Africa is estimated 
to be finding its way to Rhodesia.  

Stockholder meetings begin in early 
.Iarch.  

ATLANTA STUDENTS COMMEM
ORATE BIKO ... One-hundred-and
fifty students and supporters from the 
community gathered at Atlanta Junior 
College (AJC) on January 13 to com
memiorate Stephen Biko who was 
tailed and tortured to death in Septem
er, 1977 by the South African police.  
The program was sponsored by the 

Black and Third World Culture Club 
of AJC, a predominantly Black cam
pus.
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Keynote speaker Modibo Kadalie 
compared the struggle that Biko led 
against the racist educational system of 
South Africa to the fight being waged 
against the Georgia educational system 
by the students of AJC.  

A proclamation was read by Omar 
Ujamaa, president of the Student Gov
ernment Association of AJC, declaring 
January 13, 1978 Stephen Biko Day.  

The evening ended with people ris
ing to "dance for Stephen Biko" to the 
rhythms of African drums. The whole 
evening was one of solidarity and 
determination to continue struggling 
for freedom from racist oppression and 
exploitation.  
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BANK CAMPAIGN ... 48 organiza
tions, involving more than 1,000 peo
ple from Boston to San Francisco and 

elonging to such diverse organiza
tions as the UAW and the Black The
ology Project, had joined the bank 
campaign by the end of 1977. Research 
has produced known involvement by 
59 banks in loans to South Africa and 
Unions and church groups have al
ready protested this involvement by 
withdrawing at least $30 million from 
these banks.  

Coordinators of the campaign are 
Prexy Nesbitt of ACOA (305 E. 46th 
St., New York, N.Y. 10017) and Gene 
Jones of Clergy and Laity Concerned 
(198 Broadway, New York, N.Y.  
10007).  

The New York-based AFRICAN LIB
ERATION SUPPORT COMMIT
TEE, which is organizing nationally, 
has established a newspaper, AllAfrica 
Is Standing Up! 

The ALSC also played a major part 
in sponsoring the calling of a meeting 
to form a NATIONAL COALITION 
TO SUPPORT AFRICAN LIBERA
TION. More than 80 people repre
senting organizations and individuals 
opposed to US support for apartheid 
met in New York on January 28 to 
launch the Coalition. Aim of the Coali
tion is to forge the broadest possible 
unity among all forces who support the 
struggle against white minority regimes in southern Africa. It will work 
to bring together progressive forces 
taking a stand against their school, 
union or organization's investments in 
banks and companies doing business in 
southern Africa, activists opposing the 
sale of Krugerrands, etc. Coalition 
sponsors believe the weight of these 
actions will be felt much more strongly

when coordinated through the na
tional coalition.  

Speakers included an African Lib
eration Support Committee member 
and principal organizer for African 
Liberation Day (ALD) 1972, represen
tatives from ZANU and the PAC.  
Speakers urged participants to unite, 
organize and work towards the end of 
US partnership with apartheid.  

The Coalition adopted a program 
which focused the ongoing work 
around two main themes. The first is 
that the Coalition endorses and will 
build for African Liberation Day '78 to 
be celebrated May 20 in Malcolm X 
Park, Washington, D.C., and May 27 
in Arroyo Park, Oakland, California.  
The Coalition also voted to take up the 
following action slogans: 
" DEATH TO APARTHEID 

ALL US INVESTMENTS 
OUT OF SOUTH AFRICA 

" CUT THE ARM OF 
THE RACIST BAND 
BAN THE KRUGERRAND 

" DROP A DIME - SHUT DOWN 
SOUTH AFRICAN AIRLINE 

The Coalition has also set up a speakers 
bureau. Resources include National 
Coalition and liberation movement 
representatives, films, slides, music, 
and literature.  

For more information call (212) 
749-2049, or write c/o Box 934, 180 W.  
135th St., New York, N.Y. 10030.  

A CAMPAIGN TO STOP THE EX
IM BANK FINANCING US trade 
with South Africa has been launched 
by a number of us groups. It is being 

ACTION ALERT 
Activists organizing around US 

investment in apartheid on several 
university campuses have formed 
the North East Coalition for the 
Liberation of Southern Africa.  
They have called a conference, to 
be held March 31 to April 2, at the 
Yale University campus, New 
Haven, Ct. Future goals, plans 
and strategies will all be worked 
out.  

Groups on campuses in the 
northeast are urged to contact the 
coordinator: 

Joel Saxe 
Hampshire College 
Box 1165 
Amherst, Mass.

coordinated by the Washington Office 
on Africa. The campaign aims to stop 
the flow of dollars which has grown 
from $43 million in 1971 to $205 mil
lion in 1976.  

Help end trade credits for South 
Africa: For copies of a petition and 
more information write the Washing
ton Office on Africa, 110 Maryland 
Avenue NE, Washington, DC 20002.  

DAVIS CUP: PLAYERS WITH
OUT PARTNERS (ALMOST) . . .  
Pressure is building against the Davis 
Cup Tennis match between the US 
team and the all-white South African 
team scheduled to take place in Nash
ville, Tennessee, on March 17, I8 and 
19.  

Leslie 0. Harriman, Nigerian UN 
ambassador and chairman of the UN 
Committee against Apartheid, has 
asked the US Tennis Association to 
refuse to participate in the match.  
Canada, Mexico, the West Indies, and 
Venezuela withdrew from the Davis 
Cup rather than play South Africa, and 
Columbia refused to grant visas to the 
South African team, leaving the US 
South Africa's only willing partner in 
American zone play.  
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CLOTHING FOR REFUGEES ...  
The American Friends Service Com
mittee and Church World Service are 
shipping 10,000 pounds of clothing to 
Botswana for use by refugees fleeing 
from Rhodesia and South Africa. Fur
ther shipments are planned.  

Estimates place the number of refu
gees in Botswana at any given time at 
4,000-5,000, some as young as 8 years 
old. Most bring little clothing or other 
possessions with them.  

0 

MEDICINE FOR MOZAMBIQUE 
... Aid is going to health and medical 
programs in Mozambique with the 
assistance of the Africa Fund. It in
cludes spare parts for boilers in the 
Maputo Hospital, spare parts for steri
lizers, and medicines donated by 
Pfizer, Inc., including terramycin, 
bonine, and diabinese, valued at 
$77,000.  
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