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A SOCIALIST WEEKLY OF THE AFRICAN REVOLUTION"I

(Regaslered a’r the G.P.O. as a Newspaper)

IN 1957 ’rhe Gold Coast aH'amed pohhcal mdependence, and Ghana was born.‘
This new nation was conceived as a prototype of the new Africa. | see the new

Afnca as one vast reconstructed society rising from the ruins of lmpenallsm. colonial- =~

ism_and neo-colonialism and spreading-over the mountains, valleys, cities and ham-
leis with its people fi irmly united by bonds of humanism and egalitarianism.

| The first task of Ghana was to help the anti-colo- . -
nial ‘struggle everywhere in Africa. At midnight on March
1957, as the Union Jack was lowered for the last

_ 6th,

time in these parts and the new flag of Ghana with-the
lodestar of Africa fluttered in the evening. breeze, | de-

unless it is- |mked wit
Ever :ince,

this objective. - In- pursuit of
goal,” we immediately

- arranged for two Conferences

.

. tully held- in?- Accra in .1958.
- _ ... merely wishing it.
quires. certain  conditions for

AR

-—-the Conference ‘of Indepen- .

. dent African States and the
. All-African Peoples’ .Confe-
‘ rence—which. were success-

I‘RENDS

At that ‘trm‘e -thiére - Were-
" only eight mdependent states
tin Africa. By 1963, the num-

ber had risen to thirty-two.

' The drive to| free the African -

. continent t‘rom colonialism
- had ylelded rich’ d1v1dends

" { must, however, point out
that the de-colonisation of
- Africa has been helped on by
“two trends.| ‘These trends,.
thcugh agreed on the need to
liquidate colonialism, . are
“ronetheless | antithetical - in

their aimis. “The first trend—-

‘the national [liberation move-
ment—derlves its motive force
from the Afncan ‘masses and
sees. the termination of colo-
‘nialism as the first step, the
political condmon to . the
complete ehmmanon of ‘im-

perialism from the African’
c0ntment Thle second. trend
~was set in motion by the im-
perialist powers ‘The aim has
been 'to accommodate . the
demands of {the African
.peoples  for mdependence
*without  relaxing the grip of.
imperialiSm over the wealth
of :Africa. The result has been

" the setting up of states which

are politically independent but .
which - - remain - economically. .
and militarily dependent :-on
the former colonial powers.
This is what I have. descnbed
~as neo-colomahsm

It has therefore become im-
-perative to open a new phase
- of the . African Revolution.
Neo-colonialism now has to
be unmasked and defeated.
And neo-colopialism is a
much;more dangerous enemy
*- than .colonialism. Forx under a’
 neo-colonialist regime, . impe- .
rialism sheds the. odhim of ’
direct alien  rule but vetains

- all the advantages of economic

: where the old economxc rela—

md milltary' control.

. .The struggle agamst .neo-"
col¢nialism lS an mtegral part.
of our peoples efforts directed
.at_national- reconstrucuon In-~
deed, the two ‘processes are
~but the two s1des of the same
coin. There ]ls a direct. corre-
lation - between. natiopal 're-
-construction ‘and -the struggle

" against neoTcolomahsm. For.
: fundamental ecopomlc

-.changes- can ‘only -

. clared that ""the independence of Ghana is meaningless
the total liberation cf Africa."

_ e, Ghana - has
worked assiduously to-achieve

tions ‘of imperialism are des-
troyed. And what is true of

the ‘economic sector is also
true of all fields of natxonal-

hfe

The destructlon of neo-

colonialism and the’ building

of a new social order in its
place cannot be_achieved by
This " re-

its full- and’ raﬁgl realisation.
And.--the .two

African umty—by whrch»

-we mean-the political unifica-
tion ‘of the African: continent:

made manifest in a Union
Gevernment for -all Africa-—
is the political' framework

within' which the process of.

hqurdatmg ‘ neo-colomahsm

y--conditions - -4
for . its realisation are African
. unity and. socxahsm ,

‘These are the consnderations

socialist in content and conti-
nental in outlook. The propa-

- gation of such an ideology de-
_ %nds an- 1deolog1cal journal

or journals serving all Africa.
Hence “The Spark” S

; I‘o-day “The Spark” puhh-'
shes its one-hundredth issue—

~a great achievement when

compared to the first Russian-
prototype “Iskra”, which pro-

duced only fourtoen issues. '-

_“THE SPARK”
ta the second half of 1962,

_ havmg convmced myself of the’
a lournal, l mvrted two of my’

associates’ in the Bureau -of

~African Affairs to work out
-the detanls of a'mewspaper that

“wonmld in ideological
work and thought and provide.
the.
which could. dispel the doubts,_

and confusion concerning the
ideology of the African Revo- *
lutmn. Then' proposals came

Iis Role in ihe

Afrlcan Revoluhon

to me for the estahhshment oi '

can proceed apace.- It is the

political condition' for de-.

colonisation .of the rest -of
Africa without installing neo-
colonialism in its place. It is
the political condition for the

-early and complete break-up-

of the bastion ,of international
finance capital ‘in the south-
ern. portion of the. Afncan
contment T

| NEW IDEOLOGY '

crahsm—deﬁnes the new . so-
cial order that must replace

- the imperialigt’ system of colo-
~ nialism, neo-colonialism,
-racism and. apartheid. Any
attempt to destroy -colonial--
1sm or_neo-colonialist - with-
utting somethmg ‘NEW -
r in its  place - will
only lead to a recrudescence
of mpenahsm in one form or .

another.

The two condiuons out-
lined. above ‘coalesce into one-

o 4

cordition precedent for build-
- ing the new_ Africa— a new
~ ideology. The new ideology

must be’ sc1ennﬁcally. formu--

lated. It must -be vigorously
propagated. For.a united peo-

-ple armed with an_ 1deology ,
which explains the status quo

and “illumines our path  of

_ development -is  the * greatest

-asset ‘we- possess. for. the total

pletes the process. of the eman-

clpatlon of man.”

-nal “The Spark” "

~ Our. fight for. a soc1ahstv
- Africa has to ‘be conducted
srmultaneously on three fronts '

-a paper to be known as “Afri-
_can Opinion”. I accepted- the

proposal  but . rejected the -
.tion' of the egalitarian and -
- humanist - principles of tradi-
tional African life within the -
context of a modern. technical
_society  serving the -welfare .
needs of all its people. Such-a °
philosophical interpretation of -
. socialism within the context of
the" African - social milien, T =~
have: set forth in “‘Cénscien- "
cism: - An Ideology for Deco-

: lomsation and Developmen o

name. 1 named the new 1our-»

. In the ﬁrst place, it is.neces-
;sary to show the ‘superiority

" “of the socialist path of deye:
+ " lopment . over the capita
~“The - other condmon—so- o

road in -thé “circumstances. of
contemporary . Africa. With

little or o investment capital =~

of our own, with a very small

-coré of technical men (both -
the handiwork of decades of
colonialism), .we have: to point:

-.out to :our. ‘people ‘that, ‘the
fastest -rate ,of “development

acoompamed with ‘a’ humane

distribution -of the largesse .of

- progress could - be - achxeved-
- only-by following the socia-
list ‘path of development ."As -

developinig. countries, - -the in-

" dependent " states “of _Africa
need’ public ownershxp of ‘the -
means of production and dis- -
.~ tribution. They need oentrah::g-a‘f
- peed

overall planning. - Th

political: stability: w:th 1e reins.:. -

. of power: ﬁrmly in the hands
- of. the people :

WIth the. general aowpt-f_,
 ance,, even if grudgingly given -
" in somie’ quarters, of
liberation and complete eman- -
cipation of Africa. And the
- emancipation of Africa com-

cialist path of development, it
‘becom’es necessary-

; intellectual - revolution

‘logical plane,

“its ' tactical -

the 'so-

‘to - spell

‘out’ the content "of socialism. .

that lie behind my decision to
found “The Spark”. The new
" Africa needs a new ideology,

many erroneous and deceitful

- con¢epts of socialism current- -
" ly put out have to be exposed

and -destroyed. Concepts like
African. socialism,
socialism, traditional African

© 'socialism, Arab socialism, etc.. -
“—all these have to be analysed =

‘and - carefully examined so as.

"people as to the real meaning =

not to confuse -the -

of socialism-.and ~the correct

way to set about ‘achieving -it. -

Here we have had to wage .
an’ unflagging battle for the .
* general acceptance of the prin: -
_ciples of scientific socialism. =

Socialism, m rts _basic_ prm-/_;' A
ciples, 1S CApd U
. science has no geographrcal

e ;ru*(,,

SC!BBOG

limitations. The - duty

Africa is to embrace these- S

-universal - principles of = socia~
“tism while giving the mstitu- -
‘tional. forms that - take into.
‘account ‘our African. “back-

ground and hentage '

“This requxrement of socia- -

. -hsmmAfnca,that;s,theneed R
. to take cognisance of our-Afri- -
" can background, brings us.to . .
' the third front-in the ideolo- - -

gical ‘war. The need’ here is

" to give a- phrlosophxml state-
ment of socialism that will =~
.preserve\the -universally valid . -
‘principles - of - the-
within the context of African -

history, African tradition' and = . -
African aspirations. In short, -

socialism “includes the restitu-

AFRICAN UNITY

Slde by sxde with. this three-

}:ronged ‘offensive on the ideo-
we have to fight -

for- our_concept of ‘African -
_unity. Although we ‘appreciate
‘advantages, we
“refect inter-Affican .co-opera- -
. tion' in limited spheres-as a -
permanent strategy of the '
African - Revolution.’ Such a -
- limited ~ co-opera

tion -
neither give us the centrahsed
direction . needed for:"

rapid all-round developmenlﬁ
nor can it put a stop.fo. the
At besty the ‘state:can’ fiold -~ The ”»
“before . “The . Spark™:
'paper, and- others whlch will.

machmatmns of i
coiomahsm and neo-coloma»

;5

: : completely destroy the mon- -
- ster.”
plete unlty ‘made manifest in:_;

’union of this con-"

Onrviewrsﬂmtonlyoom-

“Thi§ is the ‘second front- of " allrownd

[-_the 1deologml battle. The

pragmatlc .

ideology -

-'txon

-is an mtema-

eope with - im;
mpenahsm at bay. It cannot

HlSTORIC MISSION

| t'The Faunder of “The Spar

' tmental d1mens10ns to deal
phenomenon Its opera- -
. uons on the ‘African continent

¢at: across, political: frontiers. .
:‘No one Afncan ‘state.-can, by
i all Afnca.

with
“+he- unassailable -case- for the

- continental - political umon of

 duct of the 1deolog1cal battle

- in Africa.

e allsm is an explorta- .

al- '?economlc jstém, opera- -
: vuve. sy tal dxmen = 4i6I gf' im

J - homeland- ‘and in the erection -

“les in- ‘the complete €limina- -
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order, contmental in dlmen- -
sions, modemn in outlook and
socialist in ‘content. We cannot -
.achieve - this lofty -ideal. with- "
‘out an . 1deology expressly S
“These, ‘then, are. the “tasks - 'when_ tlns 1deology has been . #
‘This - created, it is: necessary toget ool
the people to embraceit. - .. - it
follow in its wake, 'is our . Social reconstruction, to be . = .
far-reaching and Jasting, must. -~
'be  founded ‘on . a mobilised . -~
-and united’ people. And the -
‘people_are mobilised. if they
are rallied round an orgamsa '
‘tion. and, an: idealogy. -
This-is" the- hlstonc mxssxoni' )
of. “The Spark” e cot

effectively and expeditiously
evil system. This is

primary - weapon for"the con-

Our salvatlon as a people

from QUL -

mrtsplaceofanewsocxal




" .springs to.

~ - teliéetyals is made up of MeN - giong divergent cultures. Each

]

N

" THE SPARK

€
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| [ SHALL prefix my talk

-~ with two quotations, .
both taken from "Con-
sciencism'. The ideas con-
tained in these two pass-
ages shall underlie a goo
- deal of what 1have to say
“this:evening. .~

. . The first pg&ségejis at p53 -
- and. reads:

“By multiplying
show ‘how there

examples to

" is a social contention, implicit

" or_explicit,- z'rlz ;
- the philosophers, the history'of -
_philosophy, as 1 sketched it
- earlier on, suddenly enjoys a..
. transfusion - of - blood: . -and .
lifé. These philoso-
' phies appear| in_ situation not .
-as - abstract ethereal  systems
“but as intellectual
- implying a’ social purpose »
- The second. passage is at
- p.78 and reads: .- T
“Our attitude to ‘the West-
ern and the Islamic experience
must .be ‘purposeful. 1t must
be guided” by _thought, for
. practice without thought is
blind. What is called for as d
 first step is a|body of connec-
ted thought 1fv'hz'ch- will deter-
mine the general nature of our
action in unifying . the society
which we have inherited, this
- unification to \take account, at

he thought of

tional African society. .Social
“revolution ‘must therefore
have, standing firmly behind it.

" .agn_intellectual revolution, a'

* " revolution: in | which .our - thin-
‘king and' philosophy are di-

. rected towards the redemption

" of our society. Our. philosophy
" must find its| weapons. in- the
environment and living -condi-.

 -tions  of the| African people.

It is from those conditions that
the: intell_ectucl'zl ‘content of our
" philosophy must be created”’

© - The intellectual is a“product

: .- of society. He is the -¢reation
primarily,

: activities seek to influence this
~social miliew.; .- -
" Looked at in relation to.their
- social milieu; intellectuals fall -
broadly " into| two* categories.

. There are those whose works

" tend . to -protect  the - social

- mnilieu either by justifying it or

. by pleading’ f‘o_r‘ reforms which |
~.” conserve ‘the- essence of the so-

 ciety but in |new. institutional-.

forms. -1 -here regard: reforms
‘as measures which tend to pro--

teci -an ~existing - society- ' by: .

allowing for changes in. details

without- alteration in " funda-

" mental - principles. According

to- Consciencism “reform ‘js a
tactic of self-preservation”.

T .

_SF)ORM‘ATIONJ i

" The second category of in-

-whose works| seek a funda-
- ‘mental transformation of the "
“’social milieu.|Such intellectual -
~efforts - are- |.clearly. ; revolu-.
- tiopary. . Their -social ‘implica-
~ tion is the reconstitution of so--
-.ciety on some, new principle.
' African intellectuals are no’
- exception to. thes¢ general ob-
. T'servations. While some African
 iptellectuals belong to the first

-~ category, - intellectuals .of the -

-~ African Revolution-belong to .
“the second category, viz. that"

- group of infellectuals whose ac-

. tivities seek a fundamental re-
" construction of society. And it -
_ is the work of such intellectuals
that I propose (to treat to-
_ night. L R
. Like his . counterparts. else-
where, the - intellectual of ‘the
African Revolution dirgcts his
studies along [two. broad- lines.
The first line deals with the
“study of the physical environ- .
ment of Afri,gan society. The
‘aim'is to uﬁqerstand and har-
" ness the“for'c;:es of ‘nature in
‘order to provide the material -
*base for a fuller life -for ‘our |
“opeople. . |- o oo
" The “second line of ‘work™
deals with the organisation of -
- -society; with| the_relations of
- men in society. The ‘am here
is to create a.rlxd perfect a social

of the social -science have no

weapons »

o though not  solely, -

. -of .his social | milieu. And his
" This unifying ideology we
refer to as Nkrumaism armed
“with its ‘philosophy, Conscien-

thing mere ‘complicated . any- -

| of the existing three Africas..

system that w1]l brmgfreedom
and justice, if not to all,.at-
least to the great majority.:

There are some intellectuals '

who think that the two spheres

1

he Intellectuai o

] Sp é,e'qﬂ'- Dl?l’l/vered o

Nlrumaist Forum, University |

| equate. academic - freedom to-

of intellectual work have no- ! —
d thing in common. These men . T
; ‘everywhere on the African
cortinent.. They do not fall - _
' - céeded in creating. an ideolo--
-gical ‘basis ‘on-which to found: - -

make a Tacile division of
science 1.'into patural science
and social “science; and .be-
cause they are concerned with
patural | science, these intellec-
tuals claim that the problems '

relevance to their work. .
- This view is not helpful.
“There. is a_ close link bet-
weeri these two spheres of in-
tellectual work. In}deed history

is replete- with instances which -

reveal that the character of a
social system has a “profound
effect cTn' work in the field of
natural science and also on the.
utilisation of the results of na-

tural science. My point is:that .
all intellectual workers should

be interested -in the.social, sys-
tem within which they find

work - within which- their in-
tellectual activities-can proceed.

"The intellectual of the Afri-
can .Revolution, therefore,

" starts his activities by ‘seeking ..

‘a clear understanding not .only -
of African society. today but

al - times, . o'j the . clevated also.of the new sqcla] -order of:
idedls ‘underlying the tradi-

tomorrow. -

Africa, you all know, is gra-~

dually emerging from colonia-
lism and neo-colonialism. It
is secking total” freedom, real
independence and rapid pro-
oress through . effective -unit
on a continental scale.. But
for-it to be effective, this unity
nmus: - be - ¢rganic,. -and  not

~merely .mechanical. In socio-
logical ‘term, the whole of

Africa has got to be welded
into a single society. with
‘common -aspirations- based on

' common values, with common
.interests which engender com- -

‘mon reactions: .
" Africa, accordingly, needs-a
urifying ideology.

cism - Nkrumaism we define as-
scientificsocialism applied 0
the " historical conditions --and
serving the  aspirations  of

“Africa. In other words, Nkru-

maism is Marxism in the era

“of .neo-colonialism, the last -
stage ‘of imperialism in.Africa... _ -

_Africa is made up of three

tional Africa, the society - that
was here before foreign . in-

fluences swept across the con- = -

tinent. Then there ‘are the two

foreign influences—Islam: .
*which swept-in from the East’; .

- .and European: , ,
.which came in. from the. North ..
‘and North. West. These two .-

foreign ‘influences brought in -

their own -economic and so-

cial systems with distinct. reli-:

-is -a civilisation complete in

" The social -and economic

cleavages. introduced by Isla-

mic civilisation are controposed
to those created by Euro:,

* Christian. cleavages; and both

Islamic- and’ Euro-Christian .

cleavages . sharply contradict

traditional African life. -
Tt is not easy to find some-

where ‘else except perhaps ‘in
parte of Asia: But it is out of -
this" complicated mass that a
‘new. organic African . unity is
to be created. o

. Some bewildered by the deep
cleavages in these three ways

“of life, throw up their hands
"'in despair and proclaim that a

single ‘African society is incon-
ceivab}e. . LI
UNEASY TENSION
" 'We' do -not:share this view.

“We hold, and " we are taking

steps to show, that one:stable
African society ‘could be crea-
ted out of the uneasy tension

“It- is important to:note: that:

‘the three civilisations- of “tra-;:
-of matter. ... ..}

ditional ‘Africa, Islamic ‘Africa.-

and Euro-Christian Africa..

overlie one - another - almost

“between

‘geographical ‘demarcation 0
" spheres of influence. - ‘

' themselves.. For it is this social -
- system |that. defines :the frame-

distinct. parts. There ‘is tradi- - '

Christianity =

.. -Industrialism -

into geographical zones. There-
fore the  ideological * conflict
the three - Africas.
caniot be solved by way of a

‘Nor can it be solved by

_seeking_to. make one. of these
“civilisations supreme over the

other two, The survival of -tra-
ditional -African way of . life

after centuries. of -suppression --
“first by the Jihad (religious war’

that heralded the incursion of
Islamic civilisation) and . then
by colonialism (the earlier form

Euro-Christian civilisation:took -
in Africa) shows how hepeless
is the task of making: one of

the three Africas supreme. -

| _ SYNTHESIS -
The solution to the problem

lies by 'way of ‘a philosophical

synthesis. And .this is what
‘Consciencism sets to do. Here-
in lies the superiority of" the
approach of Consciencism over
other philosophies like- Negri-

tude -and Arab. socialism -

which, by definition, can apply

~only to parts of Africa—Negri-
tude to Africa.south of the-Sa- -
hara, ‘and Arab socialism.to

Arab North Africa. These are

not, and cannot be, philoso--
phies that promote = African.
~anity.” . - o

~ The philosophical synthesis, -
-of which I have just spoken,

is-created by blending what is -

best in traditional Africa. Isla- -
“mic Africa and Euro-Christian " -

‘Africa into a body of coherent

_thought. To qualify as a phi-
losophy, this. body of thought: -
must be internally rational as.
. between its. component parts
. and’ externally -capable of ser-.

ving as, a yardstick by which

-ali aspects of the lives of our -

“people could be assessed. -

‘The principles which have .
beer: extracted from the three .
Africas and blended into the
new philosophy of Conscien-
cism could. be set down as
" follows : — T -

1. ggalitérianis'm_ _
2. humanism |
3. industrialism

4
dividual conscience

. il.ldi‘-lid'lli‘il_lt obligation "to
the group . -

dialectical materialism-

“matter. problem by way

- of categorial conversion. -

~ The first ‘two _principles—
egalitarianism and humanism

“_are” abstracted from tradi- -
tional African life. It is here
important to note that it is

these two - principles and - not
traditional African - life root,

“stemi and ‘branch - that is dis-
~ tilled into _ philosophical - con-. ..
“-sciencism. - ' T

conscien®e is extracted . from
christianity. =~ . . T
- The big contribution of Isla-

- ‘mic -civilisation - is -the obliga---
tion -of the ‘individual to his . 5. SSPE5 U STEEL yP
; i *'tian - cottont ‘growing 1s com-

group, a negation .of that: ex-
treme - individualism * which. is

what Consciencism has extrac-.
ted from world thought. - How-

ever, it rejects both paralle- :
lism-and monism ‘in.the mind-..
matter’ controversy; ‘and pro- -
ceeds by way.- of . categorial
. .conversion, to- admit -the exis-: .

tence of mind. but the primacy -

., Having- show;f that a : b6dy
of connected thought” could

'PHILOSOPHICAL

call

. accountability of the I the re-assessment and: re-eva- -

~ which ‘solves ‘the mind-

- the bedrock of - philosophical . :tile manufacturing..

. .radicalism and Wwhich -reaches . '
~its logical-apogee i anarchism.
” Dialectical - .materialism - is -

Africas, Consciencism has suc-

a single orgapic African $O-

be -distilled - out of.the' three -

ciety. It now becomes the pri- -

of the African Revolution ‘t0

" defend, propagate and - entich

f - mary task of the intellectuals.

this philosophy. . We ‘take on .

“this assignment willingly be-:

cause wé know. that this is the -
bedrock on. which the ‘unity.
-of .our continent can be. built.’

=Ant we know, :further,  that

Africa will neither be- wholly
frez - from - imperialism . nor -
truly  great .and - prosperous

“until it is united.” - -

_Fully armedthh Nkfu-
maism (the ideology) and Con-

sciencism (the philosophy), the
_intellectual of the African Re-
- yolution can proceed to do
“battle with all ideas that work

agoinst the  envisaged . social

order, which is continental in -

-scale - and socialist in content
in three distinct -

He. does this
ways 1 —

1. by a 'syStémaﬁé 'gxi)(;suie
. and debunking of all ideas
that directly or- indirectly

support imperialism ‘what- -

ever form . this takes—colo-
nialism, R e o-colonialism,
apartheid. - - .
. by a consistent and- persist-
-ent ‘exposure of all utopian

rical and archeological evi-
dence show that great civilisa-
tions existed in the tropical
regions of the world 30,000
years and more - before the

‘birth of Christ. ' To complete '

the  picture,- the . civilisations

‘of Greece and Rome were in
‘their zénith. only ~during . the

last 1,000. years -before Christ.
Julius ~Ceasar it was who
took Roman . civilisation to
Britain .in ' 55 B.C:; and his
records. contained in the Gallic.
Wars ‘claim that at:that time
Britons were very bacKward
people. In his own words Bri-
tons were ‘latrones ac semi.
barbari’. - R

‘In the light of all this, it is

_incumbent on intellectuals- of
-the African Revolution to pry
".open all the existing texts, and

conduct a ‘thorough re-ap- -

‘praisal of all notions, theories

~and conclusions. This requires/
~tremendous research work and

:real scholarship. Much as we

" need to explode wrong notions

about ourselves, it will be quite

_ indefensible for - us to en-
throne emotionalism' and call

_it science. We cannot pass as
science mere racial bigotry.
- Our literature and art must
be made to portray the past

“glory of Africa and the nobi-

lity of soul .of the African.

__concepts of socialism, more
“particularly African social--

ism, ‘pragmatic - socialism,
Arab - socialism, etc. Such

‘which, in African 'condi-

‘tions, can only mean a

more even
poverty.

. by a reassessment and ‘re-

distribution of

“C o n s ¢ i e ncism”. ‘This
should be carried through
in all the disciplines. And
of “Consciencism” permeate

pecially the social sciences,

o history, " art, ~ culture -and.
: ,religi(_m, L

" The first two aspects- of the -

battle in the ideological field
is already- well-known to you
.- However, the third aspect

luation of existing knowledge,

- in. the light of “Consciencism”

‘is- not very . familiar :ground.

- Bui it 'is of the greatest-impor-
 tance o w.. o

' GEOGRAPHICAL -
. 7 NOTIONS

- Imperialism; in all jts forms,

casts its spell over the minds
of .our’ people. by spreading -

certain - pernicious .ideas
through - art, - through religion

the aim is to let the tenets

. exposure should extend to
. the: so-called. Welfare' State

- experience,

* "This ex_erciée’ must be car-
~ ried into every sphere of learn- -
evaluation’ of existing S
- 'knowledge in the light of - =V-. " : ° 15 X

wledge gh - for this sort of re-evaluation,
~for many ideas there are in -
- these religions that negate our -

" 'Our- history must be trea-
ted as enjoying its own inte-

grity. In the words of Con- -

sciencism, African history must
be. “‘a-mirror of that society,
and  th
must _find, its place in ; this
history only as an African
one”. ..

ing.

‘Even in zeligion, there is need

standpoint. Be it noted ,how-.

- ever, that we do not reject

all the. disciplines more es--

religion. There are certain con-

‘cepts in -it which® reinforce

our case. Hence need for some
sifting. = : '

-+ For. example, the christian

.faith - advocates . that - we . do
unto others as we would them

~do 'unto us. This precept’ we

other christian -idea—to him
who has more shall be . given,
‘and from him who has not
even that which he seemeth

" to have shall be taken away

- from him—we reject because
this idea is a negation of the -
" egalitarian. principle - in ‘our:

.joins.on. its members the giv-

philosophy. _ _
‘The . Islamic religion -en-

ing of alms to the poor. With
this we: agree because it

squares with the traditional.

and even through -the notions, -

fed as scientific truths, to our

* youths in schools.. . "
© A few examples ‘may- help - gues .t crea ,_
~rich and others poor and as

make my point clear..By.hold-

Ceomes. ' from. ing 'that geographical - condi-
" western¥¢ivilisation ; and - the
accountability of the individual .

‘tions- make - Egypt ideal for:

shire_ideal for cotton spin-
ning ‘and’ weaving, the logic

“of geographical . determinism

reinforces colonialism because -necessariyy WVOTEs. S5
] : N lectual of the African Revolu-
‘tion " in = incessant research
“work. He must always be re-

.. eXamining notions which have
“Again; there is the theory.: passed as -sound. - : :
‘that the - so-called  : civilised -
nations are -concentrated - in "
.the middle latitudes because

.the temperate climate is. ideal

for mental activity. This view . ] Ve  C
he. . peop briefly the notion of academic .
freedom as.advocated.in this."

it seems to suggest that Egyp-
plementary to Lancashire tex-

suggests . that -the:.peoples of
‘the low Iafitudes. (that . is- you,
..and I). are of -lower -.mental:
-ability and this is the result’ of:..

‘climate. - ..

cally indefensible. Both histo-

-

African notion that the well- -
-being of the individual is the

responsibility of ‘the group.

"But when the Islamic faith ar-

gues .that God created some

“such ‘we must” do ‘nothing

pany. . - ,
This sort. of work—reap-: .
_praisal -and = re-assessment—

a bout eradicating “.poverty.

cotion * growing -and Lanca-, from society, ;; We'. part’ com-

_necessarily. involves the intel-

-+ This brings me to thie ques- -

tion . of - academic. freedom,

_since this has a -bearing on.,
research. I think it will be

helpful. if 'we could examine

“country. and in- many. African -

logically unsound but. histori- . HOR: . .0« o
"From’ all that /is "currently -

1

L,

countries by. western scholars

‘said, I gather that th-‘e’.'_crus;ad.-

-anywhere in the world.

the European - contact’
- lines of research, there:can be
"no academic. freedom. - -
‘This view shares much com-
mon ground with the notion?
" thar there is something like*

even if a crucial .

“dom. -

te .3t
“and, some . African 'scholars. gt
n. the western tradi-. - the: light of - al S
=L g bit hypoc ritical for-scholars;-. . . .. - . N
" "Continued on page 5. - .

ets -of academic freedom put

‘out one or ‘other -of- four dis-
tinct views on the subject..
In the. first -~ place, - some

" ‘the freedom to study anything

in the university.. .. - - .
If by this is meant the right
to study any subject under the

-sun, then the view borders on.

licence. It is not put into prac-
tice in any existing university

- If however it means the
right to study all’ points of

view, then it has to:.be-em-.

phasised that the‘university also
has’ the-'duty to conduct this
ail-embracing study .in such a
way as to. reinforce the ideo-

" logy- of the -society. in:-which

the university finds . itself.
This is the accepted : practice in
all parts of the world. The only

‘difference. is that while some
" mal launching of the CP.P- -~

countries’ pursue thisconcept
of academic freedom pragma-
trically, others approach it phi-
losophically.- '

"Secondly some hold: that

academic freedom is the right

to. pursue research to what-
ever conclusions: this might
lead. ’ _ '
~ This view we agree

=

with. In

‘fact, our philosophical out-

look, which ‘is dialectical
‘materialism, expressly enjoins
that truth is objective reality
discovered through - the- accu-
‘rate observation of matter. We
‘aie told. on . page 92 . of

Kwame Nkrumah’s ‘philoso- .

‘phical book that - ‘‘conscien

cism builds itself by becoming -
a reflection of the objectivity, .
in conceptual - terms, of - the

unfolding of matter.” -

* Thirdly, some mtelle'ctﬁals_.
" hold that until scholars are

free to choose and pursue their

education for its own sake. The
purpose of research is to solve

the problems: of -society. And .
if funds are made ‘available .
for research in order to meet

the needs of society, then it

only means that there must be:

-a priority schedule for all re-

search. Who is to decide what

“this priority schedule should
be ? It is rarely 'the scholar

‘who decides. - Under capital-.
. ism, the private profit motive -
“is -the main stimulant'to -re-
‘search. Under socialism, the

decisive factor is the needs of

. de . - society as a whole.
- accept for its basis is a huma- - '
- pist view .of man. But the -

- NO GOVERNMENT
CONTROL?

A fourth ‘notion  equates’
-academic freedom to autono-
my. The idea is that the uni-

“versity must be free of all
governmental control. - -

~ This requirement is clearly

* utopian. It is impossible to en-

joy -such absolute .autonomy
‘as long as the funds for run-

ning the university come from

outside the university.: We who
find the funds for the univer-

sity must have a say.in the-
- general policy: of the univer-

sity, -even though detailed ad--

ministration is left to the uni-
* versity authorities..

. This, comrades, is the posi-
tion everywhere even in the

west which is ‘supposed; to “e.

the home of academic free-

‘In France,

President of the Republic.

- 'In Britain, the control by:

government- of the universi-
ties is -secured through the

‘University .Grants Committee
which is under
'Education. -

The control of universities,
in the U.S.A., is even. more.

pervassive. Both . the. Federal -

and State ~ Governments as.

~well as rich. individuals -often.
representing some. business in--
exert control . through. -

rants -and .foundations.. . - : :.
" In ithe_ light of all. this, it is

of ‘western ‘universities to de-”

" solved in

,-1"1e. heads of de- -
_partments in the universities -
‘are directly ‘appointed by the

needs to

the Ministry-of -

sion” it is only through ‘direct

4.‘.1{}.

. marid; ‘in Ghana, ‘that which'-n.

is non-existent in their univer-

sities. - All “on’ the "grounds of -

. academic freedom. Our intel-

lectuals .who  join - in " such:

|

groundless and -pointless agita- -

tion will profit greatly from a-

“.cleser study of - how univer- -
sities are run in the west .
As you can see, therefore. -
academic 'freedom, as advo- -

‘cated in this country, is largely*

-an abstract concept unrelated.

to practice -anywheré in_ the. -

‘revoliftion.
- -As an adjunct

. ﬂ to this ques- -
tion of .academic ‘freedom -1 *.

- world. This is why we say that
it is a mere ruse to keep the
- upiversities: of ~'Africa asa.
‘seat of ‘reaction, a bastion of
pposition - to. our :socialist. -

..would like to say that a distin- -
guished person on. this cam.. =

pus, in teply to what I had to:
say on the occasion of the for-

‘branch in this university a few -
weeks ago, has stated that he .
‘will not. tolerate students sit-

ting in judgement over views. ./

put -across by the . lecturers.

- He has also referred to me on -
* another occasion as advocat: -

ing Macarthyism. . - -
INTIMIDATION
I am sure you know the per-

‘son to whom I-refer. I shall" -

‘not mention his name because

O

he never mentioned my name

_wher he spoke though he

quoted from my speech -

those who advocated . acade-

-Tt is indeed a surprise that

mic freedom should now-re- -~

sort to intimidation when stu-. .~

- dents are set to analyse and

criticise views put out by their -
lecturers. In all my four years™ -

in a British university, I“had- =

'we just agreed to disagree.

_, Again, the references to me -~

as. - preaching’ Macarthyism

- never heard of students _critic- .
ising views of .their, lecturers :
.on pain of .punishment Op
the contrary we argued openly '

" with our lecturers and at times':

should never have come from °

a historian. Macarthy, a U.S

_'Senator, was chairman. of the

Committée .on Un-American

Activities. This committee was -

the  -official ‘weapon for the

witch hunting of persons. with" .

leftist and- radical- views. . |
. just can’t-see where the parall--
el lies. There is no.official com-

mittee for the “scrutiny of .
views' expressed_on this- com- -

pound. Nor has ‘any indica- -
tion - been " given -about leftist -

. or radical views being tdaboo

This _affair. should - bring -
~ two points homé to.you all -
~ The first is- that there is ap
. - ideological .cleavage on ‘this,
campus’; and this must be re-" .
favour of the "Afri- . -

‘can Revolution. The second it

talk of academic freedom.”

what.they have in mind is the. -
“defence. of westérn  views. -
western - standards; ~ western - .

interests. . -

~You-mem

:'that when some. expatriates -

rs of this Nkru- .
maist Forum and of the Party -
' Branch in this university must -
carry through your duty of dis-. -

“cussing, assessing and openly °

country, your duty as’ intellec:

‘combatting * wrong views on- .
this' campus, from whatever
"source they 'may ‘emanate—
‘students or lecturers.” This_is
- your right as “citizens of this

_tuals:of ‘the African_Revolu- .
_tion. Those who choose to ob- .
struct this exercise by d resort =
‘to “intimidation. ‘'should" know
‘that they have decided to ber
- on-a very poor wicket - -

. The intellectual of the jAffL
can “Revolution in. his work. .

_ ‘be guided by a few
rules.” - ot oo

“In the .first .'blaée; "he must -
_uphold the unity of theory and-
_practice. Since every situation-

is~“a plenum -of forces in ten-

and ‘close  contact . with - the
situation that one can discover
its inner logic. '

" Secondly, our new

| w intellec. -

-

tual must be African in out-
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‘ _ ished. 100’  blishes . contacts with - and' e
' "The. Spark”.. subsidises . those elements o
( » 1remex'nbe:*’ ‘whose.reactionary class:in- . -
. that our: first issue ‘came:’ terests make- them- willing: 4
out on- I5th December: agents inthe dfive to:para«: :
1962.. This. week: we look. lyse-the ‘advanc: -tg social- o
~ briefly. along;.the: road we. ism from. within. The only B
" have travelied: and: brace: -answer for. this. manoeuvre. S
ourselves- for- tﬁé struggle is:: far “the leaders- of the- SRR S
.ahead.. ‘ socialist revolution to:fers: - oy _ _ , B

. Thes period. covered. by - ret out these: reactionary:
“our -‘onethundred},iswesihas. elements from the: hierar- . ' : % . W L |
_been-a period of struggle. chy..of the: ruling, political. - ' - S . 4 . o
- Makingour:hu le-contiix . parties-and-from:important: : ; 43 B
- butions. fo: the sasialist-re= - state: organs: like:: the: civil: . : & 5 _ i

4

_ volutionin-Africa, we have service; the- police, . the -
W oen compelled: tor focus army,and.thejudiciary not L
" our.attentiononthe:urgent - forgetting.the:colleges and SN
' . problems of -Hie d-ey “as ' universities.: . C _ oS
they; - arose.. Accordingly, lm,*he»f‘vf\ff can-states :of :
" _the: exposure:. of. neo-colo- neo-colonialism; an: impor- -
 nialism: has: been;our ¢cen~ " tant aspect” of “imperialist.
_ tral theme: " tactics.is-fosinfilrate pro- - 4
SRR . g:ress:s4-v e- organisations, S
This battle.has beencon= organise §P|i?s‘:wi*hin.~+Henn Lt
ducted.ion several fronis. engineer provocations, and .
We-have. fought. neo-colo- generally: pave:the way for 4
nialism- in- its~ attempts: fo - the destruction of .all orga- ‘
strengthen its grip:on :in- nisations of militants. S
dependent: Afri N states, Often. _Se_lf;stYIed‘;socialists B -
in its. surreptitious efforts  Who: spring: up. overnight SRR
to: stage- a: come-back in ‘\?kf—_; m!_lshnaomssare:used: in o
- 'I'hose'éA?Fﬁcan.-sfa{i_'e‘s.:wliére this dirty game: - -~ |
' its influencerhas been-bro- ‘ o "
’ In. the: realm of intert o

en, though not finally eli- . , .7 "y
ken, though not: finally-el- ; African:relations, .imperial-

. . . . I
. minated, and in-the realm %%, = nei y H _ _ _
of inter-African relations; - 'SM 3 news ine-is:to-pay:lip | £y ; &) 2 _ _ - . N
L oL AT g service: to: African unity | C ' . : o - . BT

. | . '
We: have: conducted. a while- busily - organising: ‘a - & = - Y o ,
. ceaseless: struggle against f?W'éliienf- statesas the-tro- . _ - i ; e : _ - . .. B
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spell over African - minds C°!?fjlalls+ client states and ' . - : - ' _ 23 wJ B o
T v 'I'Erough the dissemination - political agents have been . ' ;
- of spurious versions of %0 specially selected, care--|
| _ |

cialism . fully groomed and gratui-
' . S tously financed. -

In addition, jwe have ~-- - .
conducted a struggle - In the ideological field, |
agains+,a||'aﬂem1p’f§~by im- the new fechnique reveals - . e . . X L : . : §
. perialism to invade;. cor- ‘itself in a frantic attempt - - : ' ; - ' 3 . . el

NN

- rupt and control thesstate. . _-'fQ'COncoC'_I'-_and disseminate
" thachinery “here |in: Ghana:. the: confusing doctrine of

N

" African Socialism' which

as part of its grand:sira=

tegy. for~ paralysing: the is neither African nor so-.
*African Revolution tirough cialist. Of course, .under -»
' the destructionfrom-within this general label must be SR
one  of-its: most: powerful included other slab dash - .
bases: -~ | - socialisms:like Arab. social- S
S © - Vism, democratic socialism,
. Thesperiod icovesingsout: pragmatic socialism and !
hundred: issués: has given: . vhat not! . . o
 us a-rich* haevesk: o the: - The fundamental ele-- B
- . techniques-a -"ttateg’gmsf— ment in the: new situation B
‘of imperialism ~whethee- in progeessive Africa has to o
the forf: of+ colonialism;  facesin the months and ‘

apartheid*%’an&f neoscolo : years: ahead is that ‘the

 nialiém or simplyin4he:sups: enemy will.operate increas- -

ply of ,fechnicallassisfa‘nqe;' _ingly from the-inside: This:
‘including peace corpzutors " changed :tactic musts not:
- *and experts generally:.And: deceives out. people= into; .
"¢ we are-aware that-thesnexk believing: that the enem e _ »
- one hundred.issues:wil : . GE oy g 2 2B \ _

kide- has:beem:routed. For such.

i mandzof 'us ew;em.gge'afer' an atmosphere of decep- : ' . B 2 e e : .
. exertion-andavigitance. - five outward:calm is a con- 3 ) : o : : . )

impe-
iesson: of our - rialism and 'itsagénts?*'oa . @ : s : . _ .
S;"_}'ha‘l“ impe- . cajoley’ seduce:- and:istrike - *. . : ' A , i
. .made:a com-. when: the= people -are- off = - B . e _
.plefe:;chfange'in-{ifssplans of " guardr ‘ ' ; ¥ . . b

S " |- veniemt# cover::fo

- operation-on. the: African ~ Rather, we must improve
.. continent.: With: itseyes our vigilance::. We - must - P— : L L
-~ still fixed Id_eier!min‘e_d&%;,on. track .down" the-enemy no- . L SN R | :
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+ {modelled closely o

. . nearly two.

. . in Cambridge, not one hint of
~ -the fact that '

.system had-'come into opera-

‘ tion on one sixth of the globe

_ into our . text-.

! 1l:sooks or lectures. The Socia-

t

_ever filtered

FIRST, et gfé-?'?s“e* personal. i TR e
Lo In 1924, , om Cambridge. University. with First Class ‘Honours. -
* |'make this point, not out of boastfulness, but 'to’show. that any criticism | make of -

“ln 192

_that educational background are-no
_ed standards, | was a “'success" at Cambridge. -

| graduated from

. Yet, looking back, | today appreciate how uﬁ_efl“y

r
|

" narrow, how lop-sided that Cambridge education was.
'] was furned out as’an allegedly cultured” person, a
i successful product of one of our “older - universities',.
- having been encouraged for thrée entire years to ‘read

~.and fo study absolufely nothing apart from tfextbooks:

on Economics ! That such narrowness should represent.

Again, * though I --studied
_Economics 'in Cambridge at
 the time that the -First Five-
.. Year Plan

-the USSR, and the Five-Year.
operating - during -

was launched - in

Plan was opt
years of my life

a’new economic

was. absolutely
Cambridge (and
minor - modifica-

world-
foreign™ to.
still is, with

“*.ticns). But the ‘Socialist world
has got to 'lIJecome the blood. -
and bones. of Legon, for. no-
‘university under socialism can
. 'do good -by -still . training
.- people for-life
oo lism. ~ =
- After two, years, after Cam-

under capita-

- bridge, I worked as a- univer-

sity< lecturer in North Wales,
one of the few parts of Britain

_ where a nat|ional minority still
.speaks its own language. on 2
- ‘considerable sgale. I did- not.

,\}‘ appreciate (the significance of

" s

{

~believe.~ that. the
~approach to material “badly

- the zeni’rh_claf a "liberal education” in Britain is a point
" that should| be very strongly borrie:in mind when Legon.
n Oxford and Cambridge) is brought. -

into_closer| accord ‘with socialist aims.

that fact then. Bu'f, 'yebérsA later,

having_lived and -worked 'in
“the USSR where. " national
‘languages = were - fully recog: -
nised, -1 realised how often, in"
"North Wales, I as an English-
speaking examiner- had- (quite
. -unconsciously)
‘wretched -student because - his

penalised a

“English” = was below. my
standard. So, whatever. . his

“mental capacity, he was in fact
‘peralised because he .did not

write “good English”. When
I am told that many Ghanaian
exam papers are still sent- to

London for _correction I am-

deeply - disturbed. I do . not

writlen’” “in" the English ‘lan-

~ guage has much altered since
".the early-1930s. .

In 1931 a major anti-Soviet
- propaganda ' ‘campaign was

raging in Sritain. This stirred
my curiosity. I went_to the

"USSR- to see for myself. I -
found work and- returned to .
- work there for five years.. This: -
was my -“ruin”—from the

-

‘English "

to Britain: I was no longer fit
for . academic’ work—1I . had

" become a Marxist—and - thus

-my whole: career :developed,
_ from then, as a writer and

lecturer on Soviet- affairs. But .
“not of the. type encouraged by
the British Government :or_the -
British newspaper millionaires. -

In fact, this visit to Ghana

_is the first time in my life that
. any- Government -in the Bri-
 tish Commonwealth has spon-

sored a’ lecture-tour By me on

“jts territory, to lecture - on:
" Soviet socialism.- This fact .

itself is an indication of how

‘the policy “of the Ghanaian

Government, "under the: per-
sonal . guidance of Kwame

Nkrumah has turned in favour

- Readers .- will now under-

- stand - that - the - impressions
‘which I have formed :in fourt
. weeks in Ghana have a certain
My
- approach ‘is that of a Briton .

personal - background:

‘brought up- in a, middle-class

*family (which accepted all the
“conventions of the day, capita--

lism, imperialism, “‘our colo-

nies”, etc) who -graduated
_-along orthodox channels as an -
" economist, who- then started .
‘to investigate socialism, and in "

the early 1930s., as a result of

" first-hand comparison of the

socidl systems-and theories. of
Britain and the USSR, became
a Marxist and a specialist on

“Soviet affairs..

"“To me, on this visit &0

Ghana, I have had in mind ’

~

-

1.

* traditionaliy high quality in the rich assortment.

-: always'_ my. British . back-

* dence.”’ .

ground coupled with my first

haad .knt‘gwledge of the USSR

NESS, PUt % . T any cr ni.n during the years of ‘the First .
t the grumblings of a "failure". By the agcept- - g years-of the, Tirs
~" orthodox _Eaglish’- point...of
-view.. By 1936.when 1 returned

and Second Five-Year ' Plans
@ actually . lived there from
1931 -to 1936, the First and
Second - Plan ~‘ran from:

- 1928-32, 1932-37).
. With - this _
“Ghana has additional interest.
“Let .mé resort to that familiar
English ‘phrase - “On ‘the. one.

hand ....on the other”..
'What " struck -me first, - on

‘arriving in. :Ghana, was the
- very great number of visible

sprouts of the. new. socialist
system which are alréady in

evidence: ‘State-farms and the
_State Farms Corporation; the -
"Ghana National “Construction .
v the Farmers’
Council,. “self-help” schemes, -

Corporation,’

the power of the trade unions
(I have seen an Agreement

“with 4 partly foreign owned
firm which ‘would arouse. the
“envy of any trade union in Bri- _
‘tain today),. the : Party Pro--
grame, the Trade Union Pro-

gramme; and ‘the Seven-Year
Development - Plan. In educa-
tion, the Winneba Ideological
Institute. - .- % .

" All these things poirt in one
- direction, . the direction of

socialism. -
_‘But_now,.
hand”. -

“on the other

While all thess pointers in -
the  direction~ of socialism:

exist, there are still very many

. obstacles and survivals from
‘the past to be overcome. One
British woman working here, -

said to me: “The worst effect
of colonialism has been to

_deprive people . of self;COnﬁ-

~ Here is an example. I may

" highly efficient

= the largest ekpofis’drgzihi_éaﬁm in“tf.he' 'szethoslbvak
. Socialist- Republic ‘Agencies — representations—
_— assembly plants all over the world. . -

Passenger cars SKODA and. TATRA-Commercial vehicles PRAGA,
© SKODA and TATRA-Buses SKODA! Motorcycles JAWA and CZ-
* Scooter MANET and CEZETA-Mopeds STADION and JAWETTA-
A 'c.e"s's_ogies'ahdecjuipmeh'_t for motor vethlesPAL-Tyres BARUM- : | N

i

i

.background, -

“expecting - that f
excellent work: on the Motel
-he would ‘now be occupied on

. CREATIVE WORKERS
Now why? Here you have -

_excellent work. Here you have
- a country .crying out for- your

- private

be wrong’ _~v~m thlS barticular -

case, biit. in principle’ I do not
I am interested in

architect is a Ghanaian. So I-
asked what he is doing now;
from  his

some bigger: job.. S _
_ But not at all.“He has gone

“to -Britain- to ‘study” I was

told: - - -
' - NEED FOR

an architect capable of doing

own .Ghanaian ‘skilled creative .

.workers. And when a man is

able to create good things he
is sent to Britain for. further

studies. ‘What ~ for? Ghdna -
‘needs creative: workers of its
own, developing its own- na- -

tional traditions. 1 cannot- be-

- lieve that when one of your
~creative workers :demonstrates

his maturity in uséful work, he
should be “‘exiled” .-again to
Britain for further treatment.

‘T believe that where matters
of technical détail are con-
cerned, also high-quality pro-

_duction, Britain can _provide
useful aid. But when it'is a

matter of building up your
own architecture, culture, the
sciences of planning and allied

financial techniques geared to.

socialist - planning instead of

can be an obstruction, for: the

from the line of motor vehicles and light metal enginoring in: the— MEN economical |

. 1

Tractors ZETOR and agricuitural machines and implements.

_ architec- -
‘ture.- Ghana has-an-enormous
- number: of new buildings, of
- which -.a" great = many-, are
_ designed : by Europeans.. At
‘Elmina ~ there 'is--a ~-most:
attractive “Motel”. In-answer
to enquiries I was told that the.

profit, British “help”

~ supply by

© FRIDAY;INGVEMBER I3, 1968

simple reason that ' however -
honest the expert, he is not an-
- expert .in socialist planning,
‘and his approach:is bound to

be limited by the categories of
British capitalism, and British

~ (capitalist) ‘public finance.
" In the many schools 1 visited

I was amazed at the amount

.of British - influence’ still at -
work: There are honest British

citizens here who .are. really
trying to help. There are. also
honest, British citizens here

- who knew so littlé about socia-
lism before they came -that
_ they are utterly -incapable of

influencing their pupils.in the

direction in ‘which : Ghanaian
. society is. moving. There are

Ghanaian teachers who are

" ‘more British than the British.
" And there still are, of course,

those who:are not-even: honest,

" not supporters. of - the - present

trend towards socialism and

who .are quite consciously ob-
- structing the_presént course of
_development.  I. have been
rather: shocked at the strength -
“of these forces. -~ -~ ..

-

BRITISH HEADMASTER

A. real shock “.came at
Tamale when I personally saw
a British “headmaster of a

" secondary school write some-
- thing (a - schoolboy joke - that -

was not obscene) on a lava:
tory wall. In Britain if a Head-

- master .was caught in such
“behaviour he would be tactful-

‘ly dismissed .as having had a
“nervous breakdown”. . . -
Another * thing which has

‘shocked me _is .your libraries,
.and, indeed, your bookshops.
‘Both'in Accra and in Tamale, .
1 looked - through the' central
library. In both, I felt 1 was

N

1

.

©

" Engiticering Development Co. Ltd. ~P.0. Box 2165, Accra Tel: 64180 Accra. . -

| qutfl_(__sh'dp: ‘Industrial Area, Ring-Rdad'_Wgst,_j.near Technical Lloyd’s show-room:

rialist

~ thie- - people.

©(Impressions of o' four-Week visit) . by Pat Sloan

back in England, for the selec .
tion of books available hardly.-.
-differed from a typical pro---

vincial English library. Per- .

haps the most offensive impe-

books  have

closc . study. But . positive

books, useful in the- building .
of a socialist society, are al- .~ -
most ~ entirely absent. Even -

books on Africa are not pro-
minent. And when. I was

“Presbyterian” . -its  contents.-

were no different from -any :

purely commercial . bookshop
in imperialist Britain today.

- So, it seems to. me, while - -
the socialist direction-has now. _-

been adopted in Ghana, -and

. the_Party, the . trade . ynions, .
the farmers, and many mass -

organisations are nOw work- .

ing conscientiously along these — .

lines, on the other hand regs- -~ -
‘tance is considerable, and T - .

feel that in education and.lite- -
. rature an enormous’ job is- -

still to be done.

_ been.. .
removed, I had. not time fora -~

- shown the “largest bookshop™
in Accra I found:that while jt- ;-
‘carried the - religious. title

A word now on the friend- .-

liness of the Ghanaian' people.

~ When T came to. Ghana, as

-a Buropean,

of being one of a “minority’

race surrounded by Africans.
In-fact, 1 have felt no such
The. friendliness on -all .

thing.
sides has made me forget that

. '

3

1-wondered if 1 ._';-
.would in any way be made 0 .
.feel conscious of my “colour”

1 and . “white” while most. of 1 -

round me -ar€ |

~“plack”. Such differences just -

have not mattered. - Much.

7

more . important has g_een ‘the . -
‘way in which différent people’ " ..

_ conti;iued on page 6
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Full unity with
- of those countries.

{

. "We are

Tk js obvious that there can be no unity wit

. "Whatis perhaps not

1964 . -

rican

. THE Editorial in the Ist number of the 'Spark' began: . . .

' committed to the struggle for the total liberation and unity of Africa."”
h Verwoerd or with fascist Portugal.
the countries they suppress can be achieved only after the liberation -

,. so obvious is that the full libe-
ration of the F%eop‘les of Africa depends upon their unity. -

This is frue not only in the sense that the political libera-

- tion of Jrh_osels!“ri” under

direct foreign rule depends upon

the solidarity of the peoples and governments of the in-
dependent states with those who- are opprassed; it is - can countries with a popula-
“true not only in the sense that economic liberation from,
 the modern form.of imperialism, the economic pressures,

" neo-colonialism and blandishment depends upon the
economic strength of politically independent African

The reasoning here i$ simple
and .understandable.- 7 million’

people even with £200 ‘per

‘head per year means a total:
purchasing power = of only

£1,400 m. (Yet there are Afri-

_tion of 2m. and an .income
per. head of less than £30 and

a national market where total
spending power .is £60m.), a ..

market of such a size cannot

states exerted as a united force, but it is +rus also in the - ‘support all, or even many, of
“sense that the most rapid liberation of Africans from

poverty and

The UN. "Eicénomic Com-
mission for Africa ‘agreed with

*  this when it wrote “If Africa

is to achieve a high rate of
economic ~growth ' to enable
her to catch ‘ﬁlp with other
regions .of the world "in
standard of living and the eco-
nomic distance between her
" and other regions of the world
is to be covered in 5 or 6
decades, planned econornic
development oh a-co-ordinated

o and _integrated - basis. for .all

P

" the countries-in the region is

imperative”. , Lo
added by -author).

(emphasis.

~ ‘Despite support from - so
impeccable a quarter, there are

still- .those who attribute the
* appeals of Kwame Nkrumah .

..and -other leaders for African
economic iintegration—_—anfi-
political unity as a precondi-

tion or - economic-integration.

—to ‘an intiématio'nal . Pan-
Africanism rather than-to the
hard ‘logic of | necessity. -

_ Nothing could be further

from the truth. The case for.

African economic integration

" is built on a logic of ‘survival

" ‘and a logic of advance, which
they have been - the first to

‘understand and propagates.

. “We can hang together.or we
shall hang separately”.

No one willl' suppose, after
the experience of the Congo,

- the difficulties| in East Africa,

to say nothing of experiences
_in Latin America and South
East Asia, that political inde-
.pendence can never be revers-
-ed. For imperialist powers do
* not accept readily the law of
once-tasted fruits. ‘The only
- protection is
of political strength, and from
.it, economic. 'strength on the

- ‘basis of industrialisation. Can'

- ‘each country do this alone?”

SORRY }tIERITAGE

African coil:ittﬁes -were left’
with a sorry. helritage on which
to build. Though the continent *

~ " is endowed with immense na-

i products. One {countl,'Y'Wm get .

oy
5

tural resources, the. countries

~ are individually poor, their dif-

-ficulties are immense, and in
‘the' short-run | the ties - with

 their former imasters émbed-

. ded'in an in'ht‘;rited economic
structure do. not leave them
“mich freedom or immediate

resources with which to ma-
. noeivre,

In [“Africa Must
Unite”, Kwame Nkrumah
spoke of the economic as ‘well
as._ the political balkanisation

of Africa. A large number of -

tiny states, each with a lop-
sided export economy is con-
fronted by and historically
- linked, through ‘trade, invest- -
-ment.and currency, with states
whose policy is the pursuit of

. |

‘maximum ° capitalist - profit.

" Even the in_div?duail monopoly

enterprises may do business on.
a world scale -many times
. greater than ithat done by
even a considerable group of
'small African states.
. -Such firms| will offer to
" build . in different . economies:
the different st"La'ges of a singlé
. productive . process between
raw materials and semi-finished

 the mine, -another. .the. plant’

-7 which: processes: . the; mine

. Fi

. products; - fI'HTjﬂ--iismps;-.;-fwh_ieh:':

“l,—" ]

disease is -possible o_nly..,i’rhrough' ‘unity.

the building up - |

transport .materials from - one
to the other are also owned
by the foreign monopoly. This
is .economic . balkanisation
The only answer to. it is

political unity and economic

co-ordination based onm'-it.
Countries which are relatively
weak as individuals -become.

- strong ‘when they act together

against an economic  enemy.

Let us be clear that our capi- |
talist enemies have already for!"

their part learnt this lesson.
The countries of the European

" Common Market have joined |
together in a- single Develop-

ment Bank for coHective
investment in Africa. In this

way they hope to heal their|
internal =~ quarrels . over - the!"

-spoils of collective  imperialism
bv making these spoils: larger.
Consortia link  bankers,
industrialists and governments
from ; Europe and tlie United
States -in common projects to

- exploit Africa’s wealth. - .

- How much more compelling
and noble the case for unity

among our countries. We want|

.unity and strength not to

exploit . others -but .to- rescue|.
- ourselves from _exploitation,

-not to maximise profits fof the.
few, but to maximise welfare
and benefits for the many. -

NECESSITY FOR.
PLANNING -~

So far we have dealt w1th "

the dangers of disunity. We
now deal with the long-term
positive. necessity for planning
on an all African scale. -

Such necessity can best be
demonstrated by -considering
briefly three other' commonly
discused paths "to -develop-
ment: — | ' ’

_ (a) go-it-alone . for  each|

© country
®) fegional ilitegi‘htion N
(¢) African Common Mar-

Let us make clear at the|

outset that we are not reject-

-ing any of these as-integral}

parts of a broader, all-African
concept. What we are rejecting

s the. view that without such

a concept, any .of them can

‘bring salvation. -

The first point is tackled
frankly in the 7-Year Deve-

lopment Plan of Ghana, which, |

as among the richer of African
cuntries, with splendid access
to the outside world might be
supposed to have the- broad
chance of going it alone; but

‘still ““an inward looking policy

of industgialisation”  is not

possible for Ghana except in|.
the -very short time. Even if}.
we advanced a plan on thel
basis of that approach for|
Ghana in which: the: national |

product. per head were, say,

‘double -that “of = the-. present

£76 per'annum that would
still be far short: of the: level

of £400—£1,000 per annum of |-
‘the advanced countries. Any
" increase in income per -head

much. beyoad £200 per annum

will depend upon -.Ghana}.
‘becoming an industrial trading
-pation”. . .~ ce

the industries which go to

make up a technologically ad-

 vanced country. lntheprocoss
- of: African industrial advance,

specialisation - and. trade. be-
- tween African countries is in-

evitable. .-

' .% But on.an unplanned -basis
what" will “result are” decisive’
~ making - political-

“tendencies
joint - action against . neo-colo-

“based “on home produced ore,

reason, if the process is

- uncordinated as between coun-

trieh, why two or more—
- should not do the same. The
result—over-capacity,  wasted
- can afford none of these.’

;- To obtain the. necessary €o-

~ordination does hot meén-that

“all countries. would"be follow-

niahsm mere difficult. For if.
each country chooses blindly = = ..
. a large industrial complex, say .

-a large. integrated steel plant . "

or a-modern heavy engineering
-or chemical plant there is'no

tescurces, bitter rivalry. Africa’

T

‘ing a socialist path,

ordi

countries in such 4 way as fo
leave them all better off. ©

. "-"BASES FOR
. DOMINATION _ .

" Within such a2 pohcy some
 plans may well have a regional

character,. if only for reasons -

off inadequaté ' transport. But
- because industrialisation” with

modern techniques - (e.g. ~in|
- . transpoit of gas, electricity, in

- communication) requires large
- expenditures whose fruits are

4ta NOV., ‘WEDNESDAY :
U.AR.: A copy of the declara-..
tion endorsed at the second:

Non-Aligned Nations,
Conference held recently  in
Cairo, - United Arab¢ Republic,
has been presented to U -Thant,-
United  Nations  Secretary-

. permanent representative at the
~UN. -
‘The - U.A.R. representative
. explained to U Thant that zthe
‘document—a  programme = of
“operation deals ‘with problems
included on the provisional
. agenda for the coming debates
in ‘the UN . ) )
SOUTH ARFICA: All United
Nations member - States’ have
.. been asked to-submit ‘replies to
13-point questionnaire issued by.

things, the political “and ‘econo-
mic -actions ' théy' have taken

-regime and how these have been
effected. - S o
MOROCCO: Mr." Diallo. Telli,
Secretary- ~ General of
Organisation of African Unity-
(O.A.U.) has arrived in Casa-
blanca, Morocco, from Algiers,
~ as part of his tour of some-
C.A.U. member states. .
Mr. Diallo said at the airport
that he would discuss . African
problems and next meeting of
the O.AU. with Moroccan
officials. ' I
~ The next meeting of the 0O.A.U.
" takes place in Accra in Septem-
ber next vear. S
5th'NOV., THURSDAY : . .
GHANA: Kwame Nkrumah has
‘'sent. a message of congratula-

Presidential elections. :
.The message .said: “Please
accept -my personal congratula-
tions on your election- as the
' 36th President of the United
States of America”.

Your resounding success augurs
well -~ for  world peace = and
security.” .. - . -
IVORY COAST: The Ivory
Coast. was chosen as the site
‘for the headquarters of the Afri-
can Development Bank. . .

board of governors at their Te-
cent meeting was held in Lagos,
Nigeria. . R
Ivory Coast secured a total
vote of 14 as -against -Came-
. roon’s nine with two, -pbsten-
tions. DR
6th NOVEMBER, FRIDAY: .

can States meeting, in Cairo,
"U.AR.;, have. recommended: to
the Secretariat of the Organisa-
tion of African Unity (0OA.U)

using - artificial satellites . for
Communications between their
countries. - . . :

SOUTH AFRICA : Three Africans
who were sentenced to. death
death on March 16 for sabo-
‘tage, were due to' be executed -
today at. the Pretoria Central
Prison. R

kel Okabu.. ...

Summit -

General in New York by U.AR.

. the UN.,, stating. among other

against _the 'apartheid Pretoria .

the

' tions to President Lyndon B.. .
Johnson of the United States
on his victory.in the American

The voting. by the Bank’s

UA.R.: Représentatives of Afri- - it .
o 3 " " led on all independent African- .

_the study of the possibility of ..

The three men.iaver'e,iVujrisile -
Mini, Wilson Khayinga and Zin-

Appeals for cqrﬁri_ah_tation .of
- their death sentences were made
ing U Thant, Secretary-General

~ of the United Nations. :

GHANA 'Spea.ki‘ng '.at a ‘preés Lo

‘conference in Accra, Foreign
Ministet, Ms. Kojo Botsio, ‘ex-
.. pressed Ghana’s hope that the
New British Government would
press on for the establishment of
.an African ' majority rule in
Southern- Rhodesia without de-

lay and described the mock “re-
ferendum” by the white Rhode- " .

sian: settlers as “farcical”.

7th NOVEMBER, SATURDAY: -

by some world leaders, includ--

,én, Prerier Mo_is.é‘ Tshombe’s .
forces in their fight against Con- "

B .'goTése, guerilla forces. . .
‘The committee said the.

" mercenaries. included Belgians, |

Israelis, ‘Cuban counter-révelu-

* tionaries from the-U.S., Portu- |

_guese and: South Africans. -

. ZANZIBAR: Sheikh Abeid Ka-
" rume, first Vice-President of the .

Tanzania Republic Has annonn-

" ced the detention of 62 people

- for subversive activities. -
In a statement issued he des-

- cribed British ‘press: reports that

* . “several hundred” people had
been detained, as *nothing but’
lies. . .

"KENYA: The Kénya‘ African De- |

mocratic Union -has agreed -to

join the Government, fo ‘bring }
about: a one-party. state' in -

~ Kenya. Mr. Ronald Ngala, the
party’s President announced this
in Nairobi. o

ZAMBIA: The Secretariat of -the -

. Organisation  of African Unity

... (0.A.U) has admitted the Re-
public of Zambia as the 35th

.- member of: the Organisation. .

FANZANIA: The Minister. ‘of
‘Industry, Mines and Power, Mr.

" J. S. Kasambala, has said at a
meeting. of the

_Association of Chamber of Com-
merce that Tanzania is' to im- -
. pose a total. and immediate. offi-

_ cial ban on all-imports from . |
.and ‘exports to Portugal and its- - |-

* colonies—Mozambique, Angola
and Portuguese Guinea. -

oth NOVEMBER, MONDAY:

GHANA: Speaking at a special
‘reception held by Kwame Nkru-
mah in his honour at Flagstaff-

‘House in Accra,” Mr. Fenner

. Brockway, a well known anti-
colonial fighter: and former La-
" bour British Member of Parlia-

" ment said that he was deeply -

impressed by the positive asser-
tion of the African Personality
. and culture everywhere he went
in Ghana. : . :

Mr. Brockway praised Kwame
Nkrumah on  pioneering - the
campaign. for a “Continental
Union Government for Africa:

TUNISIA: Tunisians have voted
" heavily 92 per- cent—_—to.re-elec;_t'

. President Habib vBourguibatand

all the 90 candidates ' of the"

Socialist Destour Party to the

five-year term Parliament. = -

DAHOMEY :' The Dahomey Gov-

. ernment has strongly protested --
against the recent execution of
‘the - three South Afriaca free-

dom fighters by the Verwoerd

‘racist regime of South Africa.
In an - official Co_mmuniqu'e, '
the Dahomey -Government ' cal-

» Countries to agree. on a policy, :
without . delay, by all means
pdssible to remove. the danger

~ and-that by their present atti-
tude, countties’ which supported .
. Verwoerd were acting a§:accom-

plices in deliberate murders.in -

South Africa.. . -
10th. NOV., TUESDAY R

CONGO -(Leopoldville): The Na-:
tional Liberation Council of the: j .
Congo has announced that:some

{ ‘have . - | Lo
~‘arrived in the:Congo to._,stm)gth, -

11,000 white mercenaries

3
R

Tanganyika -

of apartheid in South Africa - ;

’ TO_GO : An éxecitive meeting of

the Togo National Workers’
- Union (UNT.T) has unani-
" mously rejected new wage-scale
. proposals. and’ called on the
.‘Government to convene a -na-.
* tional conference of trade union
representatives - to discuss the
new proposals.’ '

_though
thar would make it easier. But.-
what - it does mean 'is that
such “plans " shall ‘be in the

~ state_sector, under- the control
of -governiment, and. thatthe .
benefit,. which flow :from .co-

yrdinated industrialisation.-
~shall: ‘be. distributed - between -

* markets: pro
industrialisation. -

period. over ‘Which' planhing’ is
done, - piecemeal  regional -
:schemes aré 'not by themselves
gough. Quite apart: from this -

theré-is -the danger“as shown -

I i for “this ‘réason too,

that a Common Market is not

enotigh. As happened after the '
Commonweilth Preference of

'1931, one after the formation -
of | the ' European  ; Common -

Market in 1957, capital - from

the United  States flowed in

‘to produce:within the protect-
-ed area those goods which it
could no longer profitably;ex-
port_ there. For mdm&?al

. 3

y the “experience " of the
Central" “African~ Federation,
that one_country, beginning to
‘gain a _little factor . than its
 neighbours;: will' find” itself the -
target’ of:foreign: investors ' who. -
al nse it -ag- a- base: for -
- -the.  expanding - ti
duced .by. growing: . - - On-the:-other: han s

. 170 .- the! alternative’ . to:. establish - -
- state-owned . plants _in a ..
co-ordinated - way ‘on‘i-the . .
“basix of :loans. negotiated- by

© PAGES . .

_ countmsto aceept such capl- | S ;

tal seems-an attractive.policy
s, however, an opportunist'-

~bases for domination of. the
market : “of - other ' countries.. -
~That is-why the road to inde< -

pendence or to

the . greater bargaining power

of ‘an-all-African: organisation, -
and distributed by.it to indivi-

dual African states. That is

‘quite another. matter.. Then to. |

protect such plants, until such

time as they grow in size;

strength and experience, by a
ommon  African "tariff makes.

good sefise.

“many times greater, the larger |
.-the -area; and " the longer ‘the| =~ . S .

S — | -Thirdly, the new: intellec-
tual must accept and . ‘support ;

'-_Continuc‘z.d from 'page 2

the - leadership, of the people:
There is no’ longer any. room

_for: the intellectual, -as intel--
lectual, to claim the Tright to

political leadership.’. -
~ Lastly, our new inte
must be ruthlessly- objective in
his. work. ‘To parade subjec-
tivisth as science. is- to- stultify

~ scientific advance and to'slow
- down: Africa’s rate.of progress.

.- Comrades, the African Re-

".volution needs.a new intellec-’

tual. That African intelectual

who revels in foreign western "

habits, who lives.in detached

- aloofness from' the - people
- whom he pities but never un-

deistands, “who. is more. con-
cerned with the -way he pro-

nounces his words -than with -

‘the mieaning of these words—

such an intellectual is.today an ..

anarchronism. We have been

.saddled ~with this - irritating-

mimicry because our intellec-
tuals-of old, some drawn from
the upper .- classes  that - colla-

"1 borated with - . imperialism,
“others nursed by the good
grace of the early missiona- =

ries, and all fed on fat' sino-
‘cures and cushy jobs by colo-
‘nialism thought that.life’s

greatest treasure lay. in gain-
- ing_admissions. into- the privi-
leged circles ~of our. former

masters. Indeed - they - were

llectual -

learned  men. But they became -
"slaves to. their learning .in- - -
stead of using their knowledge = -~
as a_weapon for the liberation - -
-and a guide to the reconstruc-
“tion “of - our society. All ‘this". -
is now dying.out. And‘ we -
hope it will “sood bé ‘gone, . -
- gone for ever, . <
.~The new African intellec- = |

tual, springing. as he :does

from the people, must berd -
* his learning to the -upliftment: -
~of the people. He must sym-
~pathise with. our cause" and -
enthusiastically identify him-

self with the aspirations - of
our people.-He must serve the

people;. for, in the people, to. -

-borrow the words of St. Paul,
he lives and moves and
_his being. - :

4ha‘sr

" Just as the old?inthelietctual,-___? o

-happy on his. Mount' Olym- .. - o

pus, clung to ivory towerism

African intellectual must up-

hold the "concept of ~always -

‘being with his ‘people. He

“must think in terms of- the -

African social milieu. -
cism™ puts it:

its weapons .in the environ-

‘mient and living conditions of -

the African .people. It is from

those conditions that the intel- -
Jectual content of our philoso- .

phy inust be cr_eated” P 8.

it
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and -drew intellectual nourish: -+~
ment from Western concepts -~
and traditions; so the new -

' Once again, "as- “Conscien-. -

“Our philosophy must find




., PELICAN BOOKS, 4s.

AMERICAN 'CAPITALISM.

By J. K. fGa'llb

o THE .. WASTE MAKERS.
By Vance Packard. -

PELICAN BOO

+ THESE two bg oks- shd_ulrd_-

P e

L]
e

be read together for the

3 -

- ""second debunks the first in

¢
oA
i
.oT

* al reputation.

.y one of
# ¢an’  Write i about economic
{ matters
U simplicity. -

| " as allegedly describing ca-
. pitalist $ociety

[ surrounds him. |-

* style-and much that is useful
and . thought-provoking, Ame-~

" no uncertain mariner. Gal-
"/ braith is an economist with
" . —by now-——an .internation-.
The, title of.
g books ''The.
“Affldent Society has now

another of his

passed.into common usége

| Europe and
States in the. second half
of the twentieth  century.

'He.is also one of President.

Kennedy's bright boys, no-
dy by z :

minate
certain_aura of: liberalism’

addition to all this, he is
the few quthors who

In
with wit, l}um0ur and

But despite its

| rican Capitalism adds up. in
' the end simply to a sophist-
~cated: .apologia for gnq_nopo}y

" capitalism.

‘ It L P -
"Galbraith, begins with a use-

" ful outline of the views of the.

classical - founders of political

écongpiy, -with
.‘on competition, S
to deal with Says.famous law,

b - .
, 4s. 6d.

in Western.
the - United:

im. as UsS..
"Ambassador- to_ India. A-

elx,cellence of
useful -

their emphasis.
and goes.on.

that over-production in a mar-

‘ker economy was_impossible.

“since. every. sale represented 2
purchase -and _every. _purchase
a sale. :

" HARD REALITIES

As the author shows, these™

views: come. up against: the.
hard realitiés of ‘economic: de-
velopment — the growth of
" capitalism to
monopoly (or “oligopoly”, as
' he prefers to call it). the regu-
lar crises, booms and slumps,
.etc. ’ ’ '

But “oligdpoly” leads to

the stage of -

- that  there

great ‘concentrations of econo- -

mic ‘power in a. few hands,

-the ~ability to charge high
monopoly prices, to impose, the-

‘will of a_few on all consumers;
large and small: AR
How are slumps to be pre-
vented? How is the grow
~of monopoly,
power . of which

Before becoming good

listen to Dr:. Galbraith. He

(along

nopoly is not' really so- bad
‘after all, its ~power: can. be
curbed;  second,

‘capitalism ~has been unjustly

" slandéred—it is:really progres-
sive; third. there is ng alterna-

the. extent and-
h in the US.A..
- is notorious and is, admitted
‘ by Galbraith; to be- justified? -
} ~and |
' Red and ‘turning to-sociailsm, .

i

with J.- M: Keynes, on- -
- whom he leans rather heavily) .
will- show ‘you, first, that mo--

the power of the buyers,_ the

consumers, of trade unions, of -
farmers and co-operatives, etc.

These, according to. Gal-
braith, can by their. action
curb and check monopoly and

- secure Jower. prices and higher-

wages, There is a certain very-
limited truth in_this;, but it
ignores the basic, economic:
and - ‘class, realities_ of ‘mono-
poly capitalist. society, ..

~ Again' and_again. Galbrajth

‘lauds monopoly as the source -

of invention, change, technical
progress: “the net result ;.. is-
must be, som¢ ele-
ments of monopoly if an .indus-
try 'is ‘to be progressive” (p.
182, -
' PART OF STORY.

But this is only oné-part of-

the story: The monopolies: do

indeed- have -the: resources: for:

th 'large-s'calehrescarchv..and tech- .

nical - development.. and com-
petition- between. them . ‘does .

. bring. about technical advance

~but -the: reverse-is also-true:.

monopoly capital - also-. “sits -
on” new developments if they
thfedten. entrenched. monopoly
interests, and -above-all:it is-
monopoly which -is responsible

for stagnation; over-capacity, .

_etc. .

“monopoly - : f the
~ monopoly. to industry alone

tive anyway—certainly. not so- -

cialism, which, is a- form-of -
- suitable
only for backward countries -

social - organisation

(p.187).

. He".emph-as,iSesiwhét he calls : _ o
. The( whole jpoint of Gal-

he “countervailing. power’— -

- progressive social-role:

_ But the-trick here is-to hmlt
the analysis of the- role of:-

and ‘ignore - its- basically. anti- -

“.In the US.A; above- all
monopoly - capital is the bas-
tion-of political reaction-and.

from the U.S:A. it-is- the -bas-
tion of reaction - throughout.
the: whole world. -

"“The . * phenomenon  of-
“countervailing .. power does-

" like

- Jack Cohen

braith’s _’;t'h‘e.ory i _,w.eil ‘summmed-

‘up in the following: -

provide ‘a. negafive " justifica-
tion for.leaving authority. for

produgction decisions in privaie -
interference-- ‘MY v :
nterf - tising, especially - on ' TV, is.

hands . .. . THhis.

'(by the state with the private -
decisions of monopolists). ‘is.

now: . upnecessary- - because -
those affected . . . are- able, -in-
effect, 10 look after: Vth\.{hm_-
selves”  (italics _mine-J.C.).
I8y .. o

" With this Galbraith under-" |
lines what his book. was,writ- -

ten to prove—that monopoly

capitalism, the private:control ..
of the apparatus of production-

by a few.big monopolies,. is
the best economic system Wwe.
have, or cdn- ha’ve. '

CRAZY-SOCIETY

What “progressive” mono-- -

poly capitalism really looks,
ke what- -
power” adds: up to; what- life

“in the U.SIA._ is-like- for- the.

ordinary- citizen- and- consumer
is outlined in the Waste~
makers: .
Packard—no
from- it—gives us a- picture: of

-a _crazy 'society whose vast -
productive-apparatus: can only.
be kept going-on the basis of-"

organised waste and the blu-
dgeoning: of consumers:to buy -

. more- and- more things - they.- .
don’t really need and which. -

 Continued from page 4 -

S _
have reactéd (whether Gha-

' naian or European) to the’

- news that I was here on. a

. lecture-tour on the USSR.

There is one ‘exception to

~ this: ,Sometimes:I'havc- seen’
B _sad' little_ clustcrs_bf_ Europeagsk

- ;[ -

fi‘ ef (

.

sitting about -in.. tightly-knit
groups with a.look on their
faces as if they=would be ever
so much happier:if “For Euro-

and Fernando Po and for the achievemen wf full
and complete independence for Equitorial Guine

o In

. - _'ACCEPT the principle .of - forming: a;single - -
Front to allow for a be’tter-struggle.agai_l_lst colo- .~

. take up arms
- . fusing to give

.. independence .of Equatorial Guineas;.
.. REQUEST - all members and
movements (LP.G.E. and M.N.L.G.E) inside and
dertake to work together -
in order to form a single ‘National Liberation

" _outside the country to un
"Front; -
- REQUEST
“dictator Franco to join

.tion Front at once before it

- them. to do so3 .

of Equatoriaf Guinea.
 Signed by: .

S '.JESUS'MBAOVON'O,‘-_ -
-+ .. Permanent Representative.of .-
... - LPGE.in Ghama . -

" October, 1964. After studying the.act
in their countty,_Eguatoﬁa; A

persuance of this, the two orgagnsa@pns o

neo-colonialism and imperialism; - _
CONDEMN without 'reservations the regime
" of neo-colonialist autonomy granted by General
- - Franco to -the ‘people of Equatorial Guinea;
/" "EXHORT the people of Equatorial Guinea to .
in the event of General Franco re- ~ -~
a date within this year for the total -

all natid'néls. now collaborating with’ :‘ b a
the true National Libera-

- mv%'r]gq the nc:luncn of Autonomons Govern-
. 'ment of Equatprig] Guinga,to resign jmmediately
T e o o, aapeaGen

ATANASIO NDONG MIYONE,
, . General Secretary of = -

gty e e ‘,‘
i 1111) B

and leaders of both

becomes -too late. for .

) M!N lLoGoEo

1aN:

.| - whieh
“histery- of Europe. -

peans. only” were still inscrib-
ed on the door! ' & .

‘As an anti-imperialist. for -

30 years, it causes surprise
that the Ghanaians ~are SO
tolerant of Europeans. The

- .tolerance 'is good, - but: let it

| prese
R f’-",--in'tha‘g

nat.be extended to trustfulness
cases where the European is
mpletely at one in out-
with, the Ghanaian on the
ntlines of development .
. Finally f ‘have found that a
-ry..great task faces ‘Ghana

.....

LS
eat

has no parallel in_the -

| = T Europe, the line of deve-
| ¢ lopment has been the ~classi~
.- cal Marxist one : first capital-
“ism emierges from Feudalism,.
~ this creates a working class, -
.- and with a working class here
_develops the working-class -

idéology of Marxism: and
a Marxist Party. At the ‘ap-

. propriate time, when' the old ;

rolers ¢an no-Jonger govern

" and the working class can no .
“longer tolerate the old condi-

tions, socialism - comes:* to

“power, led by the Marxist;

~ For almost.a hundred years .

%his;. in rough outline, has been : .

the Furopean Marxist way of :
looking at things. ‘But now, in
Africa, with the anti-imperia-

- list revolution in progress, a

completely new historical pro-
cess_is; taking place, in which
Ghana is.giving a lead to the.
whole-of -Africa. . -

' _Here we haye a'.country
_.where the .well - crystallised. .

hispepient

_~ for ‘independence. Or
“led this . struggle. And today

Egr . class-divisions - have.
esclearly formed.- Instead

“alfisectors of the population -
 united against imperialism and

One: Party
that one Party is leading the -

|- country forward. = . -
f,,.-But{_-;_vghatz-_i,s«?‘;fogy_v_ard’.’ for -
Ghan‘a_‘an_d"A.fﬁca pday? o

1an
— a:/’wA\ . L. ' ‘ .I : . ..
e mge

"To. go through a capitalist

phase, based .on production

N w

for. selfish- profit, with all: the:
wasteful production’and’ sacri-
fice, which that would. ‘entail?
Or to, go ‘forward with a -plan-
ned economy. based on social
ownership 7. This . .too, . may N
mean sacrifice, but- it ‘is sacri-

fice. for. the;common .good; as '
against sacrifice for the -private -

profit of individuals. (whether
Ghanaians or foreigners). -

 If the capitalist path were.
chosen, -then Ghanaian ¢apita- |

lists would “freely” borrow:
foreign: - capital - to- - develop

- “their’: - businesses. Imperia-

lism, driven out by the -front
door, ‘would come-in-again-at.
the back. It.is right that. this:
path- has been - rejected, - and-

the pathto: socialism choesen . |

instead.’
But

achieving- pewer,- and after
taking over the-- States the

.education of the ruling Party -

in the principles of Marxism.

or scientific ~ socialism; - the:- |-

creating “of «a- working class to

mar: the big industrial projects - |

now planned, and to draw the

mass_ of ‘the people into-the

positive work: -or construction
of ‘the new society:- . .~
-Tr-also- means- the-uniting: of

.Africa, for’ who-can:-say- that

imperialism- has: been-- driven

" out so; long--as -Africa-ds. still' -

divided by -arbitrary- lines-by

‘the  colonialists.. To:- unite . -
- Africais .06t -only-to *end -the -

imperialist-imposed - frontiers,

Y

ment .of Africd” ds-a: whole, -

which -as a unit-can equal the: -|." -
USSR::in ‘both-sizecand oten=y |* .-~

tial: econemic: strength.: -

. Thesei, are the;impressions

of-a-monthsin-Ghapa. I.hope

tha.ﬁl.:theuObseﬁvatiQns bof.f:-_‘an i ‘:,; ‘, | .
anti-imperialist - Briton = will ‘|
~ provg informative. .. - -

v 'tl_'ley-ceihnot-;aﬁord.'v- ' ' L
" To keep the wheels turning, -

“countervailing. ..

socialist, far.

+his- means, - after

but “to, make- possible’ an--eco- =
nomic Plan “for -the develop- -

“planned  obsolescence”, the
deliberate -discarding- of’ cars,
mechanical goods-of-all' kinds,

.CIOth.eS,_ ete.. well before they - E
.are: used llp, is propagated: as-

a “national duty”. Manufac-

_turers: produce- -ghoddier- and-
shoddier goods- which-last léss - Wer ) )
' ' - debt. It noted that half cf all

- American families were being

and less .time. The accent is-
on “newness” and:“style”: .~
And-the full weight of adver-

directed: to- persuading people
that i they - haven’t - got: the. -

* latest and newest, they are-less
~ than the:dust. - E

. An.inescapable consequence

s p;éésufe_ to-buyggbddé' on.

" DECLINE IN
. STANDARDS

- The consumer: credit debt
- has reached the fantastic figure .

. of $50 billion-, (The: ‘Times:
9.9.63). Not only does the con-
sumer have to pay. more;. he
is also saddled with a tremen-
.dous burden which he hardly

ever shakes off. -~ . .
By the spring of 1960 the
“Federal’, Reserve Bank . -of

- New York was expressing con-

cern that too many consumers
were- getting ‘too deep into

forced to devote one-fifth- of

p.147).

U:S:Ax’s maturalirespnrcess Bu

‘most: clearly of:allhe showss =
. that-its major result has-beens .- -
to degrade and dehumanise’

thev01:"di7na:ry. American citizen,
who is - increasingly: pressured:

"“to think. only of himself,: only -

of acquiring. more and. more
.goods in order to go One better.
than his neighbours. -
It"leads to the dominating
role of TV in the-lives of the

people and hence to a - tre-

‘mendous- -jdecline- ‘in. cultural .

standards: “A: Gallup: Poll

found that most - Americans -

qqestionedl could not - recall*- .

rezding. any ‘kind of book in

the. past year” (p.300). . = -
‘This is-the real face-of Ame-

ced to  rican capitalism—and: ‘before —
 their 1ncom(e/s/to ‘meeting com- - ’ '
" mitments” / S

~ The author shows: how this"
“frantic drive to step up pro-
~duction regardless, has’ result- .
ed in a prodigal waste of the.

gettingsrq’ug-and.s'upericir, re-
member it is happening. here -

~

w

. On the.GHANA AIRWA
- big jets: you. are . B _
only heirs: away- from: ' o

_too .as. {American methods.
more and more dominate Bri- =
tish economic, political and.
social life} - - - S
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sopher should b

" materialist monists and ideal

- significant . agreement : -

one thing which have funda-,
~mental existence. Such people
" —the dualists and pluralists—
do 10t agree that the universe’ :-duce
' “'which promises to remove

‘~he persistently emphasised thag!
“one could only be certain about ™ / A
-,:mind) “exist independently of The difference between * Philo-

" swered in terms of more than
one thing—generally they hold- .

" factory to say the least. ;¥

.

M

NOV

B -

philosophi

question "'What
ONE “basic “thin:

which everything could be derived was one and

'does the world
g. In other word

EMBER 113, 19641 .

B

“had all agreed as to what this ONE THING was.

v Tﬁé|els~ the Greek :'p‘ior‘!-eer _-phiIOSOph.erijh\ad, for inst-
ance, claimed that this ONE thing was water. Thales
was a materialistic-monist for he held that the one ‘fun-

- damental thing that is was
clieve that

" manifestation of|spirit, ‘then

he ‘will be claiming that everything can derive from on

a'_maferial thing. If a philo-
‘everything that exists is a

‘ he will be a monist too for. "

kind of thing, spirit. He will -also be an idealist for he
chooses not matter but spirit for the basis of his monism.

- -In sp,jté ihoiv_e_ver ’id_fl this »izex’jy-
significant difference between

monists, they are in equally®
' that -
whatever the- manifest. proper-.
“ties of something tRat exists -it
_can always derive from a par-:
ticular basic substance.

" In- this monists fundamen
tally disagree. with those who
think .that there.are more than..

could be explained in terms of:
only one thing, and they con:
“sequently hold that an expla
nation of the universe is poss
biec only in terms of at least
.twd basically different things
John Locke, the famous En-
“glish philosopher and founder
of the Empiricist school, hel
—although "very grudgingly——
. thai. both matter and spirit,
existed. His intellectual mentor:

_Has never been successfully
nswered within the context. of
orthodox duwalism. ~° -

- SECONDAY EXISTENCE

OF SPIRIT
- Until the formulation ~of
“Categorial Conversion’ there-
fore the -explanation of the

jsm and dualism produced

.$nothing but bewilderment.. In

' Philosophical. C o n s ciencism,
we are.for the first time intro-
‘duced to a new approach

.}this bewilderment.

is of course materialistic and.as
such therefore, it would
ppear to be inevitably monis-
ic. And such indeed it. is
‘But it is this and-more. While
;remaining true to. the monistic
‘position, it is still realistic and

‘that naive monism cuts across

the Frenchman Descartes be- - the: grain of 'popular experi-

lieved -that the world consisted

. “ence which is not to be lightly It -asserts the

“of matter and.spirit, althoughj ;scoffed- at. It rejects ‘the dual

~ the existence of spirit but no
about the existence of body:
(In Consciencism the 'claim

that one can be certain of the. this and retain its basic mate-- dvalism, - Philosophical
existence of any -soul—a  Tialist character But. while..it . sciencism._does. not ‘accept the

thinking ‘entity—is shown to.
be -based on nothing more
than a- question-begging argu-

ment (pp.17—18). The dual-
. ist. in any event, believed :

. that , the question of . what
“there is -can only be -an-

that the explanation is~ onl¥.
possible in terms of mattgr.
and spirit. © = &

: MONISTIC.AND
DUALISTIC POSITIONS
Before the bar of logic-ay

.of common. sense bot
monistic ‘and : the
positions. were highly uns

_ monistic hypothesis for explar
ning the universe appeared to
fly in the face of commmon

_ rense and common experience. -

For all normal and intelligent

- people know that there are.a

_oreat many things which are
- material as -well as many

thines. which are not material. .

They know that both these
- two 'kinds of. things—material .
such as stones and animals and
non-material such as thought.
and- ideas—exist in the world
around them. They therefore

find it difficult to accept any -

explanation which either; like
Thales’ seems .to say that non-
material .things do not exist or.
‘like” Plato’s, ‘that material
things do not really exist. They

- regard philosophy as being

coricerned with the world as it ’

is and any philosophy. which
would seem to explain away

the world théy know instead -

_of explaining the world as-it
i1s, they consider to be undesi-
rablc and -certainly unhelpful.-

* The dualistic hypothesis is

“also subject ‘to a difficulty,

though a difficulty of a more

~ - subtle sort. The dualists postu-
" latz the actual . existence. of

matter and spirit (body and
soul, substanceé and idea) The

. very wearisome question which

any serious inquirer is likely to

-ask is: How do these two
clearly different things come to *.
irteract—as they so patently .

do in the world. What is the

" relationship between mind-and

body ‘(soul -and body) if they
are -so different ?° Dualism,-
‘while it appears to square
“more comfortably 'with  naive.

fundamental, -.question. : which

" common —experience, raises a.

“ism which postulates that both
umatter and _ spirit . (body and

~gach other and in their own
“‘right. For it cannot -accepf

"tejects- the independent exist-
nce of spirit, it does not denv
:the existence of spirit. It
“accepts, with common- expe-
ience, the existence of non-
“material elements in the world,

xistence is not' INDEPEN
DENT but SECONDARY:
iIn a sense Philosophical Con-
“sciencism agrees ~that matter
<ang spirit are different; that
they are two separate catego-
ies such that - what may  be
‘correctly,  and meaningfully,

:*-said about the one may not be

orrect .or even meaningful

ere then it would appear
thatt Philosophical Conscien
~ cism is capitulating to dualism
If i is admitting the actual
existence of TWO - categories
-of 'EXISTENTS, then it s
agreeing ‘with dualism. .

If it is, then it is vulnerable
to the fundamental objections
“against dualism—how do the
two different categories’ inter-
act? But in fact Philosophi-
~cal Consciencism is not capi-
‘tulating to dualism and is
therefore  not vulnerable , to
dualism’s. major bogey.
~ Philosophical
~admits the .existence. of non-
material entities but says that
-their existence is merely secon-
_dary. The only thing that exists
independently—that- has PRI-
MARY existence—is MAT-"
"TER. Although spirit exists, it.
does not do so independently -
of matter. S

Philosophical Consciencism
remains true to its monistic
and materialistic character by
postulating - the PRIMARY .
. existence: of matter, ‘and it

seeks the necessary rapproche- N
ment with common experience

by admitting the ACTUAL
- existence of SPIRIT (non-ma-
terial entities). . S
Since Consciencism thus. ad--

- mits the actual existence of two
different categories of things, -
it must .seek to answer the.
" question—fatal’ to naive dua--
lism—as to ‘how these two.
categories. can and/or. dao in-.
teract. Philosophical Conscien-
" cism-has the answer—the sim-
ple but revolutionary answer
‘—_in the concept of CATE-
_GORIAL 'CONVER STON.-
““The key to the solution of the .
, problem— " (the . problem. of -

world preferred by both ‘mon-

Philosophical Conscn'anéism .

‘circumspect enough ..to ‘realise

ut it postulates that - their

Consciencism - -

cal battle between monism and dualism: {or for that matter plural-

. ism)‘had;; uritil the “arrival of PHILOSOPHICAL -CONSCIENCISM, assumed: the .
" form of a never-ending and indecisive battle. The monist
consist .of ?"' was answerable only

s they held that WHAT THERE' IS

not two or ‘more.

by reference to:
i.e.. that from:
Not ‘that- they

accommodating the assertion ot
the primary reality of matter-
with the hard fagts of actual
experience) lies in - categorial
convertibility” = (Consciencisin
p20).
By categorial conversion. is
.meant the ~transforming: of '
one category.. into- another:
_the production of one cate-
‘gory by using one or inore
categories. which are different
from the one produced..
. “By categorial conversion #
-mean such ¢ thing ds the emer-
gence of - _self-consciousness
frony what is not - self-con-
scious, - such a ‘thing as the
emergence of mind. from mat-
ter .. . (Consciencism p.20).
With the concept- of - cate-
gorial conversion, Philosophi-
cal Consciencism .succeeds in
providing . &. basis™ for. a posi-
‘tion which is essentially moni-
stic -and materialistic (by-
-asserting the- primary reality
‘existence of matter) and. at the
same time compatible with the
“hard facts™- (gj
rierice, (by- accepting the. -ac-
tual existence of the categories -
_of matter and mind) = -

WHAT IS ‘MATTER ?

‘The difference between Phi-

- losophical Consciencism - and
-the naive monists is that it
does not assert, as they do,

the SOLE reality of . matter.

- PRIMARY
reality of matter, and therefpre
permits reality—SECOND
ARY reality to. spirit (mind)..

sophical - -Consciencism an i .
orthodox dualism is that unlike
Con-

independent existence- of mind,
as .against matter It grants to
" mind ‘only SECONDARY
-existence. -“Mind”’. according.
‘to. philosophical ‘consciencism
‘is the result of a critical orga-
nisation of matter. . proposi-
tions about mind(s). .are -
“teducible without residue to
- propositions: about body...””"
(Consciencism- p.24).. That is
- to say, it takes: matter and no -
more to produce mind  The
. difference between “‘non-con-
'scious matter” and ‘“‘conscious
‘matter”’ is merely that of OR-
- CANISATION or- ARRAN-
"GEMENT. ' '

"Just as the substances we
“know are reducible to ele-
ments so is mind. reducible to
matter. Common salt-is a very
different - thing from ° either
s §dium or chlorine; its
chemical components. Yet
- common salt -is nothing but
the result of a particular com-
bination of the elements—so-.:
dium and chlorine. The same
is true of ordinary water. It
is reducible ‘without. “residue”
to_ its -chemical ingredients—
hydrogen and oxygen.

I both these examples we
have been. dealing with two
-entirely ~ different . categories . .
elements ‘and substances which
arc not elements. “Both .exists
m fact and to that extent are
real. Common salt is no: less
real for being a :compound of
. twc elements. But its reality
‘is_entirely different from that .
of the elements—sodium and
“chlorine. The latter are teal in
‘a primary way whereas the for-
mer is real only in a secondary-
‘sense. S
MATTER IS PRIMARY
In the same way Philosophi-.
cal Consciencism holds that
mind .does in fact exists, that
.it is real, NOT an illusion :
“but- it goes on to show that
it is-real only in the sense that.~
it does in fact exist. But since it*
‘does not and cannot exist inde-
‘pendently of matter-—its reality -
is dependent on ‘the reality of .
matter.- Its reality. is secondary.
There can be no mind. where- -
- there'isno-body. . - "
- And- this-difference between -
PRIMARY and .SECOND-
ARYexistence- (reality) is
made meaningful by reference

‘actual expe-. .

' STRUCTIONISM™AND MA- |
TERTALIST REDUG

to the concept-of categorial . -
conversion. The two - things -
NrE . : 41 matter-and mind do exist:- They'
had, in brief, held that the afe different 4nd ‘thus they
form separate-categories. But .
they - are - not “really different - -
things.” They are -in fact ‘one - - °

and the same thing. ‘Matter

and mind are reducible .to one -

thing. We call matter the pri-

mary thing because while we
-can arrangé matter-to producc

mind ‘we cannot produce mat-
ter. by any arrangement of
minds. The categories of mind .
and_matter exist but the one
(mind) can be. converted into
the other (matter). - o
Thus by means of the con-
cept of. categorial conversion,
the materialist monism is saved

rative “to a philosophy . which

-holds .that “PRACTICE
I3

WITHOUT THOUHT
BLIND (and) THOUGHT
WITHOUT “PRACTICE: IS
EMPTY” '
pI8).

 NOMINALISM, -
* CONSTRUCTIONISM'

* AND MATERIALIST =

~ REDUCTIONISM

In fact categorial conversion
makes the -controversy Dbet-
ween monism and. dualism :less:

-acerbic. The only -reason. why .-
the naive dualist cannot seek.
- refuge 'in ctategorial conversion
"is that he Mmself has made

it impossible for-him to.do so.
He has asserted the concurrent
primary reality of both matter
and mind, bence he does not

talk  of reducing' one to.the.
other. Reducibility. (convertibi- %, | .
lity) is-possible and meaning-s1¢) -
ful only when there are pri- = [
mary things (irreducibles)-and” ;.
secondary things (reducibles) .

If you assert that two things

are each primary_you are say- -
- ing . .that they - cannot be re-.

duced to each otuer or to'any-

thine else. Thus the. naive .
dualist. | creates’ his problem .
and takes away. the only pos-

sible’ s_olution.

Philosophical Conscienzism
is of course ‘ot so-naive : it -
does not. assert naive dualism, .

it a"cceﬂt_s “practical dualism”

and makes it compatible with

materialistic monism by means

of ‘categorial conversion.

o~

Of course it is pot to be -
Philosophicai .

supposed that
Censciencism - does _actually
trace. the mechanics of _tl,;is

conversion.| What. it asserts’is - T
that ‘the problems of “practi- .
ca! dualism’ and “basic mo-

nism”,'can; be explained by
reference t0 categorial conver-

ibility. But it does. and indeed .

need not, |provide the actual
methods by means of which

such . conversion " is accompli-

_shed. Tt merely states that such

’conversion'\is possible. . Ttis .

nat the task of philosophy-<o
trace the details of such. = .

conversion : that is one of the -
“tasks of science. Philosonhy ¢ |-

~only calléd uponr to show the

. POSSTBTLITY of the conver--
sion (Consciencism. p20) But-
‘Philosophical Consciencism:

doe= not escape the problem
‘that easily. Tt goes on to show.

how ‘it “can demonstrate the .
possibility of the conversion’” -
"1t -indicates the two ways in
which -this can:be done The .-

“possibilitv ‘of the ‘conversion
can be demonstrated ir oné or

other of two ways either :by -
means of a-conceptual -analy-
- si< or bv pointing at a model."- -

(n.20) These methods are pro--

vided by logic and  science— -
-“hoth of which owe their orl-
gin and early dévelopment -to: .

the demands of philosophy”

“(p21. ‘The “Conceptual tools
(provided - by logic)’ by ‘means
of which the formal problems: -

of categorial conversign. .are
coped with, are cont

NOMTNALTSM./CON-

TIONISM, ‘in . which Philoso--
phical - Consciencism “holds

some - ‘category - (matter -here):
to ‘be a_ primary category .of -

A

‘tegorial conversion” (p.21). -

(Consciencism. -

fned in -
ND MA- =

—

l e

.article.. We have

| "ABOUT two months: ago, we. publishe

““with a very important aspect of “Cdnsc
sophical work. “Categorial - Conversion” is

to :human knowlédge ‘which is botind to live.
7 ~'We were, therefore, not
| excited in Ghana, in Africa. and all

. ‘salient features of this philosophy w
here elaborated these po
“that -our readers will have an ev
~ phical contribution which they so fondly treasure. -

in

d in our columns’ this arficle which deals | °
jencism”, Kwame Nkrumah’s latest. philo- .
fact: Kwame Nkiumah’s contribution

sutprised to find the great interest which’ the-arficle - | -
‘over the world. There were, however, some .1 -
hich were not treated in detail in the first
ints- and have every reason to believe
ven greater joy in reading once more this. philoso-

primary category of reality” .

(p21). ‘For the model philoso-
phical - consciencism ° appeals

to science. “Matter. and energy -
- are two distinct, but, as science

has shown, not unconnected or

irreducible categories. The in-
IS . terreducibility of matter and
_and at the same’ time recon- - '
_ciled with the “hard facts”. of
practical experience. This re-.
" cenciliation ‘is of course impe-

energy offers a model for ca-

_ PHILOSOPHY MADE
" MEANINGFUL
~ Even though  philosophical
ccnsciencism' - does: -not itself

attempt to answc: the question
of “how categorial conversibn

actually. takes place, it shows

- “clearly_that it is: possiblé and,

__ting on the concept of catego- -

=

" even more, it-demonstrates the
possibility by opposite exam-
ple (model) and by providing.
‘a pointer to the direction -to.
. be followed in - pursuing the -
subject further.- More than this
it would be unprofitable -and
unfair to ask any philosophy..

‘By enunciating and elabora-
" rial- ‘conversion, - philosophical. -

_consciencism  has - not' ‘only
-clarified and fortified the mate-

‘well as ‘non-philosophical dis-"

cussion. Not that it is any
wonder that this has been done .
in-a book which is-described .

phy .. for de-colonisation and
development - with.- particular
reference to the African revo:

lution.”> What is surprising, and -
- refreshingly  so, :is’ that

should ' have - been done by

- ‘means of a concept which, it :

‘as .propounding a “philoso- "

it

spite of its originality, appears -

'so_simple even to the uninitia-
ted. Our wonder-is: why did-
it not occur tg the old philo
- sophers and to: us earlier. Or
. is irreally that simple ?

rialistic position’ against ‘‘com-
mon - experience” - objections _ it
has made philosophy, a
meaningful discipline to society
and has provided a directional
- sign to future philosophical as
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Spark" we' reach our-
100th number. . This is- a
- ‘milestone in" .our Thistory
“ . and an occasion for look-.
Lo ing backward a little, for
.- redefining. our| aims .again

period of - our existence
" there is no doubt that we
have made an impact as
agitator and educator in
the. Socialist Revolution in
Africa. We have readers
everywhere who look for

| WlTH this issue -of 'iifTHé |

our issues knowing that
from them they will obtain
knowledge ‘and inspiration
and .a sense of unity with
the whole forward ‘march

.of the people of Africa
‘towards continental union

side and outside Africa,
some of whom would. pre-

“fer if we did not appear, -

who try to blacken us and’
dis'c;reml us. They support

a dying cause, the cause of-

imperialism and the inte-

: res*l's : of blg ‘Busiﬁess
Africa. History is about to
throw them on its.rubbish

‘heap and we hope to go

on playing our part in that
very necessary cleaning up
‘operation. .. " .

they have -arisen. Out-

standing . amofig our cam-
paigns has been that for
the total
Africa -and -even in.our

short lifetime we have seen

"yet more new independent

liberation. - of -

~ African, sf‘a'féé come into

being. But the struggle for

liberation continues and we
shall see the sharpening of

‘the fight - to free South'

- Africa, -Southern Rhodesia
and the ferritories occupi-

make no apology for cri-
- ficising severely the Libe-

whose efforts to assist them

in the 'name of Pan-Afri--
“can Unity ha}ye_ih fact laid s

\ .

ration Committee of Nine

the national liberatien

movements open to dis-
: unity and fo new dangers.
. . Sometimes we have to

fight ~on. C
against - imperialism and
against those -who, how-
ever well meaning - they

political thinking or be-
“cause they lack - political
guts.- B

o c . N

two. fronts; -

“We are dedicated foo
‘not only to the struggle
against imperialism in_its’
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old manifestations. but. in nomic and -?cUHurél i#e;"* 3

" its new forms and. against . a powerful creative contri-

some ,of its newer bution fo the cause 'which
récruits...we fight ‘neo- ~weserve. - '-
colonialism. This needs,” Before

cal and ideological- clarity paring the way for its arriv-

because it is @ new world * al. On its appearance, the

pre-

N e efore its ap ;ea'rénce e
- perhaps even more, politi- were the harbinger '

its sup e r-exploitation of thusiastically 'embraced'"
Africa. In the midst of the  it. We are dutifully com--

immediate post liberation mitted to the task of ex-
period of many" African :
states,- when some-of-them
are- asking themselves that

Eoi.ir_yding’-' "*Consciencism"
ecause we are convinced™.
it raises the problem

» g emecting o litHle government and a fuler,  Our past issues have ed by Fascist Portugal. We~ ing 15 wo N earanc :
;anr;i fl.?‘re%:;mzqmg a llﬁ--e ~better life. déalffw'i}li: the current poli- present the -case of these  may be, _'|:|:|ay.' nto the (Ehe"l"mge‘pm:‘- ’ |mPer¢1}sin. . andqlrll_weekly.- _Th_e Ol?'-
In the relatively. brief  We have readers foo in- fical problems of Africa as Our brothers fighting for hands .of the imperialists. |has hac To tearn new e server'* of May 3, 1964, in
: A X » % their freedom and we - because of their muddled: in’its attempts to continue fairness to us said we “‘en-

'What Next'? neo-colo- of philosophy "and " ideo--

- T ‘ : : . , . , nalism steps in fo offer ap- logy in’Afflca-'ouf of the
' ' ; . ‘parently easy and. short quagmire? of stagnationon” ~

cut solutions to their acute 1o a higher plane of dyna- =

- problems. This we combat. mic cohesion: -. P

¢

A movement without an -~
ideology is losf from its in--.-
“ception.” If it flounders
from situation to situation’
_without a clear guide, with-
out. an: understanding of .
the laws of social develop-

 ''We fry to” equip our
readert with information
‘about the complex econo-
~mic and cultural problems
.of Africa and the steps be-
* ing  taken: to overcome
economic  dismantlement " ¢
and the starving of the cul- ~ment if cannot give that
ture and traditions of our clear uncompromising lead
' peoples. - We stand for the which the complexities of .
| ldea that Africa is.com- modem politics demand. -
‘mitted to scientific social- Similarly a movement with- .
ism, needs a philosophy ~out.a paper fights with one -
desigried not merely to ex- hand tied behind- its .b_ac(k. '
~ plain to the world, but to and we see our function as
change it, to transform * expressing. - the practical
‘our societies into modern and ideclogical aims ‘and
cocialist states which will tasks of the movement for
. be able to provide a richer the complete -liberation of .
“and fuller life for our peo- Africa, for continental °
ple. 7 union government. and for ~
" The appli cation of Marx-. .s?cialism- in this great con-
i s m-Leninism - to 'African +|ngn+. . S
. conditions {which: is ‘the  ‘n the words of our very.
essence of Nkrumaism) is  first issue, "We are commit- -
~ one of our main tasks.  ted to the struggle for the’
" Without ideclogical clarity - total liberation and . unity -
the African reyolution can  of Africa. We hope to dis-.
_ fall into anarchy, can fall - cuss through our columns
into the trap of bourgeois ‘the problems of the social- ..
_ nationalism, can be isolat- . ist revolution -in Africa’.
‘ed from the world's forces ‘We humbly. submit that we
-of progress and if that . are bent on fulfilling this
happens we shall play into "comm itment. To.our -
the open hands of  neo- - friends all ‘over Africa and -
colonialism. *'Conscienc- "in the rest of the world we,
‘jsm"; published this year, send our warmest greet- -
has been a great ‘inspira- ings. "“The Spark" has kind- -
" tion and will ever be'anin- led a “flame:, the - flame
. valuable guide #o all Afri- *which will guide us to total
- ... . 3 . - _ : i _ cans who strive® fo de- liberation, unity and social-
s ' e e e i b B (e i ~ colonize their political, eco-ism. . T
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“NEW’ PUBLICATIONS OF - "~ [*
THE ":AFRICAN . REVQLUTION . Sl
, e 'You. cannot mISS 'a{nyfof“t;liesc revolutionary -
,,-'.publications'i I T o '
|} . @ COMMITTEE OF NINE -
EE A critical ‘analysis of the Liberation Com- ‘= ..

a1 B mittee of Nine set up by the 0.A.U- -~ . -
. (@ WHAT/IS CATEGORIAL - -

- A study into a very important ‘philosophical

- concept in ‘Consciencism’. ‘Nkrumah’s con- -

 tribution’ to knowledge. ' ) '

(3 KWAME NKRUMAH AND THE = .~
- AFRICAN"RE‘VOLUTION._ e 3d.

" A terse, succinct and scintillating résumé of -
Kwame Nkrumah’s Works. -~ . = . .. !

(4) SOME ESSENTIAL FEATURES -~ . = -
. - OFsNKRUMAISM " B
" A study of the main principles and ideas |

~developed - by Kwame Nkrumah - for the -
guidance of the struggle for African’ unity
~ arid of the general struggle against- colonial-
ism and neo-colonialism ~ - - AR

alem,
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