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To the Fighting women of the world, meetino in Tirana - Albania

Dear comrades,

The National Unien for Total Indepemadence of Angola (UNITA) takes
this opportunity to convey to all.of you, especially to the
Women's Union of Albania its most sincere thanks for extending

us an‘invitation to attegnd this meeting with the mepresentatives
of the Women's oarqanizations of nther countries anoaged in armed
struggle to conguer their freedom and natinnal independaence.

Similarly, on behalf of UNITA and all the fightino people of
Angola, I convey to all the Albanian people, to.the Party of Labour
of Albania and Government, and to the great leader af the Albanian
penple, comrade ENVER HODJA, our warmest. greetinas.

The gathering of the fighting women of the different countries, is
a very important date for us. This is an important opportunity

for UNITA (Natinnal Union for Total Independence of Angola) to
share concrete experisnces in our common struggle aag2isnt colonia-
lismy ‘neo-colnnialism, international imperialism Aand modern revi-
S1ON1SMa

National liberation struggles are concrete practice of prole-
tarian: internationalism of . the peoples of the oppressed nations.
It is in this revolutionary spirit that we salute the heroic and
fighting people of Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Ching,Albania, Knrea,
Palestine, and all the fighting people of Africa, Asia and Latin
America, We are sure that in the next days to come we will be
able to learn from each other in the light of our concrete pxne-
riences of, armed strugale taking place in our respective countriss,.
The oppression of the Angolan women and penple is 2 nroduct of
500 yerars of oppression. Like other prople and women in the world
fighting against oppression, the Angol2an women are today part and
parcal of the whole process of the Angolan liberation strugagle,

It is this consciocusness of 500 years of injustices, humiliations,
suffering that led the African prople of Angola to take up Aarms
and to nrganize a revolutionary armed struggle spearheaded by the
opnressed penple of Angola.

The first Ananlan nrganizations failed to nrganize and mobilize-
the African &assms, because their methods of work were not revolu-
tionary, their political lines were not based scientific methnds
of appraising concrete situations and reality that prevail inside
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the country, they failed because the leaders were uncapable to
live with the people inmside the country, and to.share with the
peonle the daily problems of the Yiberation struggle. They became
oxiled movements which survive a la grace of international sympa-
thies and manipulations.

. This is why UNITA (National Uninn for Total Independence of Angola)
was created in 1966 in the heat of the battle inside Angnla, Since
then, UNITA has been enjoying the support of the local population
who are ossentially the peasants. UNITA became the only liberation
movement in Angolza whose leadership is permanently based inside
Angola and leading the people and the struggle from within the
country. Since 1966, UNITA has been ralying on its own efforts

and on crecative power of the Angolan people.

Because of this, UNITA has developed- from a weak, sacattered =nd
small organization into a strong, large and well disciplined force
of politically concdous people. A nd since then, the Natinnal
libsration struggle inside Angonla has undergone significant guali-
tative change. Today, UNITA has not only under its control ‘more

than 1 million people, but also it has succeeded in liberating

vast areas within Five Provinces out of Sixtes@.from Cuandn-Cubanan,
Moxico, Lunda, Bie, and Malanje UNITA has established and consnli-
datcd Military Bases where we operate from. The astablishement

of a small nation withinva nation was achieved with success,

The ‘current situation of our armed struagle in*Angonla is excellent.
From our side, the achiesvemants can be measured from what is t=aking
‘place in the libprated areas. From the enomy side, onA can measure
from the amount of military eguipmant, soldiers, and finaance that
is being spent in the three-Pertuguese colnnios(Angola, Mozamniaue,
and Guine). Prrtugal is the smallest and poorsst. country in Western
Europe, with the hiohest infant mnr{tality rate, with the lowest
income per /capita, with the illiterscy rate ranging around 46 per
cent. Despite of this national misery in Pnrtugal itself, her mili-
tary expenditure in-1970-reached the figure-of 50 per cent. This

is even higher, if one compares with what the USA imperialists are
_spending in Vietnam., The total number of Pnrtuquese soldiers eng2-
" ged in combat in the three Portuquese colonies is about 160,000
troops fully eguipped with NATO airplanes, boats, arms, napalm bombs,
anf financed by the NATO conuntries. :

In our side a guerrilla army of more th=n 3,000 men was set up

and is called "Forcas Armadas de LiberAtacan de Angola-FALA",

The armed struggle that is beinao takina the form nf penple's war
is the consecration of the thesis of the Peopla's war and Ponple's
" Army of the great revolutionaries suth as Chairman Man Tse Tuna,
General Giap, Ho Chi Min, and many oth=ars who fought revnlutionary
.struggles with'suceess.

From tHe start of our armed struggle, the women nf Angola have
boen fighting alongside with the \ngnlan men. They have shown
through the strugale dedication, courAge, and combative gualities
coual to those of their male comrades. In 1968, UNITA had more
than 600 women totally integrated into the ranks of our Armed
Fnrcos (FALA).

Im the armed forces:-apart from combat forces, our women take an
active part ‘in the consolidation of the military bases and in the
administratinn of those same bases. As a rrsult of this, the

Armed Forces for Liberatinn of Angnla have been able to score
great victories in a series of attacks against the Pnrtuguese
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colonialists supnorted militarily and financially by NATO forces
and weapnns. :

Im education for young people and adultsy Angnlan women have also
been playing a tremendous rnle. There are teachers in the military
basos, and lncal committees, teaching nnt nnly re~ading and writing
but also political rducatinn which always takes priority in the
present stage of our armed struggle. The achievement of Angnrlan
womem in this aspect are very encouraginge. In the academic year of
1969-70 we have had more than 300 pupuls, and at the nresent moment
wo have an effective of 8,000 childrem in the areas under UNITA's
control. They aro formed politically in a revolutionary way so that
the children.start to understand the reasons of our sufferidégs.
Angolan- women also play a tremendnus role in agricultural cnopera-
tives of the local committees and in the military zones. On the
agricultural scctor the harvest of 1970 was a very gnod one, dnspi-
te the pormanent attempts of the Portuguese fascists to use planes
80 drop defoliants, poisoneous gases. The nrosenmt conditions of
food in our liberate areas are sn excellent that UNITA was able to
show solidarity with Zambia who was blocked by the portuouese

some months ago, in fact 2,000Kgs of maize was sent from our agri-
cultural conperatives.Faced with continuous threats from Portuouese
cnlonialists to bomb nur fislds, the party set up Women brigades
and youth brigades to protect the crops.

In the medical finld, the Angolan women have been givina incalcu-
lable servichs ta the peaple, They are nurses, and assistant-nurses
in the clinics onerating in the Central Bascy.and nther clinics
permancntly functioning in the local comiittees =nd military zones.
The UNITA clinies have bann giving medical care to more than

20,000 paticontsy—snldiers and civilians waounded by Portuquese
attacks and bnmbings.

The Angnlan women are-alsa. part and.parcel af tho-neople's militia,
As womon Brigades, they control the movements nf the enemy around
the disputed arcas, and as intelligence units, the womsn under-
take underground work in the cities and the rural areas still

under enemy influence. They ora anize and moblize politically the
penple living in the disputed areas, and in the areas undar

enemy control.

Thease, dear comrades, are some of our modest results of our
rovolutionary armed struggle in which the Angolan woman is an
integral part. This has bean achieved brcause right from the

start, UNITA has resolutely emphasized the necessity of the struaganle
to liborate women, ospacially the working and peasant womem from

the decadent bourgeois colonialist idenlogy, in order to incorpo-
rate the Angolan women in the general revolutionary strugale of nur
poopla.

History of the people's struggles has reacorded tangible examples
of women's revolutionary activitins from which the Angolan women
are able to learn. The revolutinnary actions of the Chinese women,
the Albanian women are magnificent examples of sacrifice and he-
roism. The Heroic Victnamese women, the Palestine women, the

wonmn of Cambodia, Laos, and all the fightino women of the onpres-
sod natinns of the world are of great encouragement to our Angolan
women and to our liberation struggle.
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Doar comrades, tho Anogolan wnmen express their convictinn this
meeting of the fighting wnemn nf the world will mark annther
important step forward towards the complete emancipation of

the women fighting against political, economic and sccial oppression,
Through armed struggle, tho Angnlan wnomn nnsuro you =again thnir
combative snmlidarity. To our comrades and sistors of Albania

we wish ynu ovory succness in safrguarding your country, your

nation, Aand your pcople,

t

Lonq—Liun thn snlidarity Of Albania and
Angolan prople,

Long Live Comrade Enver Hoxha, the great leader
of ‘the Albanian people

Long=Live the People's War,

Down with Imperialism and Modern Revisionisme.
1

On bshalf of the Angolan Women's Brigade,

AUGUSTA CHITUNDA
"ANABELA KASSOVA

July-68h 1971






