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THE UNPUBLISHED LETTER TO,LE.MONDE DIPLOMATlQUE 
: . :. , :L! .;.-. .. ·.: . ..., 

. f . B y ' t  h e  . Pr e k ide n t  o f  U ; N • 1 ! r' ~A·· .. , 

(translated' from French). 

Jaçques Fauvet,. 
Diiectórcof Le Mond~ 

D i  p 1 orri:a t i q u e 

rrom:. rree-Land of Angola 
Central B~~e- Region N°2 
10th Janwaty 1971 
A N'G OLA 

Paris, 
FRANCE • 

.. .!. . 

Dear Sir,, 
. . .;. ! .. 

• 

I have previous1y resisted ·the temptation to give UNITA 's 
views on articles published in ydur Newspaper, Le Monde Diploma~ 

tique, 'by Mr. Basi1 Davidson. I think now that m·y p·ersona1 con• 
tribution wou1d certainly be the wish of your rea~ers, since MrJ 
Basil Davidson. in an artic1e published ·on 25th ·November 1970 indi-
r~ctly requested my participation. 

Before eiaborating my re~1y, I wou1d like to stress the des-
tructive nature of such dis.cussions 1.1Jhen one of the" partias in-
volved begins to make ' ?c~Jsations as s~rious ·as thdse made by 
Mr. Basil Davidson. · 

In ':· Angol~ _the mqst impor t~ nt and d ~ 1icate ,Ptob1erii is that of 
unification of the all natio ~a list for6es .who rio~bat Portuguesa 
colonia1ism ~nd its agents. Anything th~t he1ps this unification 
wou1d:not only be desirable but would . be · ~y } far the most efficient 
contribution that could be giv~n to o~r _ fi ~ ht :and strug~1e in gene-
r a l for the emancipatlo~ of t~e Afiic a ~ p S o ~ 1ªs w~o are ·still under 
colonial rule ~ ' :· If my le~te~ fqllows thos~- -- ge.Ae~a~ lines, only then 
can it deserve·pubiicatibl'l.·, _;. · · ,.· ' · 

:An~yo~é~ - -~ho c~te -hú'l y has r~ad any of Basii :Davidson ' s artic1F!S 
in E ngl ish, ·"- rre-nc.~ -. · sw e·d iB~-:-n-8u\spapers l a .nrpmagé!zinês will ha v e  . 
immediately noticed his';par,tisan and réontraâ"icfoty tone. 

. . . .. ... . , 

( What;-a~_e : the_ fact~ - about ·sasil Davidson Lies?) 

1) Mr • . Basil Davidson.; say""s that he visited MUIE which, he say s , 
i s in the. centre  o-f . Moxico. This is auite wrong, false, because 
in fact Muie is in the South bf Moxico on the border~ of Moxico 
and Cuando-Cubang~ ( see M~ p of Ango l a , 1966, Edicao da Junta 
da Investi_gaca.o do Ultramar., 1\'lissao Geografica de. Angol?-, Apoio 
Geodesico e Cartografico). It is -true t.o. say that. in Europe 
pu b 1 i c  o pi n i  o n  i s  v e r y ~ n v p 1 v e 'cf ·i n  t  h e  s .o c i a 1  s t r  u g g 1 e s  o f  t h e i r 

· ~wn countries, but frrom time to time interest is shown in Afri-
·~an , problems . However, this dries not giv e Mr. Basil Davidson 
_{o r  a n y  o :t h e r  p e r s o n o·r o r g a n i z a t  i o n )  t  h e  r i g h t  t o. e x p 1 o i t  t h e 
.i-gnorance of the European pub1ic opinion on Africa·n problems. 
;On the contrary~ h e  -should try to inform objectiVety and never 
tD deform the reality. Therefore, I appeal to the staff of your 
respected Newspaper '· Le Monde Dip1omatiJue, to try to inform 
t h e  E u r o p e a n  o pi no n  . f u 11 y ( a n d  c o r r e c t  1 y  a b ou t ou r s _t r u g g 1 e , 
because11only truth is re~olutionary". 
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(cont. l etter to Le Monde Di~!~m~~~g u ~ ) 

2 ) M.r • . B as i 1  Da v i d s tm. -fs .. v e r y  o n e  s i d 8 d  a b ou t ou r  s t r u g g 18 .w h e n 
speaks only about ~he Umbundus, Kimbu~dus, Bakongos, Mbundas, 
Luchazes, etc~ He i s---conc8rmrô···with our people 's efforts to 
organize themselves in resistance move ments against colonial 
oppression on our co~tin8nt, but he brings grist to the mill 
of ~prth e id which doe s not recognize any nationa l charactnr 
in the  aspirations of the African pGoples, jus as though th8 
Scots are not Britis h too. Whe n one  realize s how fiercely the 
Bri~ish oppose d the secce ssion of East Nigeria, it is very 
~ifficult to s8e how a British man c a n become an apologist for 
tTibalism among us. To reduco our struggl e to  thB ~lmen~ions 

of triba l rivalries in this way, is to attempt t~ trow ge neral 
discredit on our efforts, as much for MPLA as for the othe r 
nationalists. 

3) Mr. Basil Davidson sp8aks of the "stra t ngic" control of MPLA. 
Such l anguage which attempts to shnw that MPLA' controls 9 
of the 15 provinces( or 10 of the 15 provinces according to 
the  ne w administr3.tive--idivision of Angol ~ ) is only permissible 
ta ... a -partisa n journali~t, • . But we .find very hard to, accept·'·· 
f.r~orrr . an · En·glish Colo-nel(of .the B'ritish' Army) vJho has worked with 
th8 partisan forces, o:f Marshal T"it'o of Y.uguslavi3.. 

. .  . -

· Fo~ ' UNITA, contra, tru~ - ~o ntro of the Zones, the libe r ation of 
vast zone s and the subs8quent creation of ba s e areas consists 
only of "tactical" cont:rol. A ·libRrate d zone is one inr. tAJhich 
the e nomy c a n no long e r ~ ~ e n e tr a t8~ fdr should hn try to do so, 

: 'he Would l8ave only dead-me n and no l nnger .would have  _the courace 
·t:o-c ó n t  i nu 8 • T h e  o p p os i t y  o f  t h is is pu r e a n d s i m p 1 e  de mago g y , 
a word which is no longe r in our dictionary. 

;-,·· 

Strat 8gic control c erta·inly EJxists, ·but only in th8; ·:zone s dis-
. pute d· by the e nemy. T~ e day th3.t our force s and support among 
the p~ o~le excseds all the _e nemY forces, this cohtro l : immndiately 
becGJ·mos· t3.ctical. T8er efore , · only move ments based outside the 
çountty c a n allow themselves t o e x ert at most a "stra tegic" 

· control~ For UNITA ther e ~ is 3. gre~t need to estqblish our HOME 
in - ~~ciola itself. If it became . ne cessary t o move from stra t egic 
control to real control whicb i s tactical. 

· !This :1 (Hter takos tho pla c e o·f ari invitation tc:i your News·paper 
t ·or ;s erid· a . jou.rnalist to .our libe r atod" a r eas in arde r to c onfirm 
a t first h and the  magnitude of our strwggle and the rlimensions 
of our success on the sppt. We know _tbat -~ressure ha s been 
ox.erted_ tÇJ pre.v.tJnt --jotJrnalüfts· from visiting our Bases itJ,Angola• 
Eveil .. t'he African Libe r ation.Committe e of' the O.A.U~ h'3s -'ot 
bue n,abld to s o n~ o6e~v e rs to us so as to ~rop~g~ t e the lie s 
Qf oth e ~s. But th ~ r ~ _ ar ~ no lins in a  gRnuine r ev0lution which 
ca.n destray fts succes:;;, nat any pressurP. gre·a t enougt;l t o influe n ... 
c e its course towardi fina l victory. 

. ' 

4} In the  Newsta tesma n of 30 OctcibRr 1970, Mr. Basil Davidson 
writes as follows: "••• But it is a proble m in Angola where the 
Wn-rld Council of ChurchP.s (~CC), for nxample ,  has t e c ently give n 
aid to' three move monts." ~X· Davidson had made a trip to Scan-
dinavian countries in 196~~70 • As  a r esult of this journe y 
which- wa s used to denigrad~ UNITA in arder t o support MPLA, the 
$25,000 US dollars which the Swedis h  Democratic Party promise d 
us cv orbally and by a l etter r e maine d a dead promise (lette r). 
We· fTnd ·i t e as y to unders-t a nd t h3 t wh o n Mr. Bas i 1, Davidso n  s pea ks 
of the Worl d Council of Churches,  he would like ~ 11 the ma t eria l 
holp(monoy) to go solely to MPLA. Iam forc e d to road between 
the line s t hat th8s e a r e Mr. Basil Davidsnn' s true motives. But, 
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(cont .  Le IYlonde Diplomati g ue ) - 9  -

I mus t admi t tha t we we re a l s o surprised by this aid, for ins-
pite of our  polic y of acc8ptinq all a i d when t here a r e no con-
ditions attached, the WCC has ne vnr previously bPen ~ m o ng the 
lis t  of  our allies. His di s3 pp o intm ~ nt corrresponds e xactly to 
our surpr ise. Nntur:.=.lly, the WCC mus t . ha de reasons f or assistinq 
not only UNITA but also the oths r anti-racist move ments. But, .. 
·r r emind IYlr . Basil Davidson tha t the r e a r e Africa n Libnrat i on 
IYlove ments which e ve n i f  r ecognized  by thn-Afric:J.n L ~ ' · ~ -:1 

-Countrle s h~ v e not been :J.idod by the WCC. Should I doubt whethe r 
· Mr. Basil Dàvi.dsi:m wC11.Jl'd not --see in this a ~d t o UNITA the hfl.nd 
of the USf:\.-:-Ç_I_f.. __ 7 .L~Joul d a s k hi~ to inform himself a bout it a t the 
WCC in GonP.va-Suiss$·; ... -

In UNITA WB b ~ li e v e tha t the most solid aid which does not obo y 
press~t ~ s · or sympfl.ihie s ~~ -th ~ t of our own people . Mr. Davidson 
can not g iv~ ~ thi a 3 i~ ~ o~a u se it mus t be conque r e d by fighting 
within the couritr~ RAd.,thiough e n o~ m~rius s qctifices. B e c a ~s e of 
this support to our ~s~ pl e , the o ut~ia e world which h~ d dpnie d us 
their aid and ove n their l ogistic· sup~ort now soes itself._morally 
oblige d to· suppor t u.s~ ? n.c ause we r epresent a f orce '3.nd dr:Jtr-<rminatio 
h er ~ ' i s nsid e -_P.ng o l a • . We "sna1Lc3rry on C R r· t ~ in of the support of 
óur people . ·:·.i.· · · . · ,-- . _, : , -' 

:-,··: ..... r , ,. 
.r , , ...... ! 

' 
~ .' 

;. L I' . ~ 

5) In tho:-s a me journal, DavÚis-Ori, 'spe~ ks o.f "-IYlaossts" ::=tnd.' of the 
a id fr om t h e Peo pl'e s R e pÚtll i c' of C h i na 'to-,_Jthe A fr i c a n_ ~Li ber'3 t. ion 
Move ments with a n anti-Chine s e tone  which c ould not ~~ stronge r 
i n W a s·h i n g t o n o r e v e n ~ n _ L is b o n • N o  A f r i c a n  mo ve m 8 n t  c 9 n  h o n e s -
tl~ support his affirmêt{6ns, f a r l ess the mPLA. ThR anti-Chine s e 
ton8 of Ba s il Davidson ~ s writings a r n no l onger. in doubt, and 
f6r my part I beli8ve tha t i t is this spirit which motivated 
IYlr. Basil Davidson's journe ys to our country, t~~ t is, i f  he 

r e~ l ly went-the r e ! ••• Mr. Davidson wante d to t a k~ pqrt in the 
ideologica l  strugqle which toda y  divide s the Sociqlist World 
whic h i~ - th b ~nl~ - c a mp thAt c a n re1lly support the libPr Ation 
move ment in Africa and 8lsewhe r e . 

UNITA hi.\S' its .own phii ~so phy, but it is VFJry 1'1-'rgBly. __ b -:~se d on 
. : the r evolutionary principles which h ~ vn alrnady lri~~ph s d in 

:: .. ·---.. : .... ~~~- _Jjl_b_p r ___ ~:'\ _rts of th.o  World. UNITA 's strugg l e  i s p::J.rt. o f this 
·--·----· ---· ·· --• -.I. :- -~--:~i.JJ~_d):()_g __ ~·c áT - strug:g-le--,=---for th!'J . l.i q ui d.:_:=tt~_g n . of c o1Df!l 1)ism i s PArt 

_: _ _:';, of· t he g ~=i ri P. r a l st.r .uqglCJ agais.nt imP !=JI.: i 9. li s m~ He·:r:-o-_=ÜJ-8--:'wqnt to 
·· ·est-aolish thr-'! ide::is · which correspo ncl··to .$ c f u:1l pr·"l.cficq l t nrms 
___ , "to 'the•requirnm>}qts'.of nur struggl e-~3- nd .to thh t r ue --solidarity 
:af the · pf'wple s fight -i'ng 21 g ~ i s nt imp e ri ~ lJ s m. This ,p-=üces us 
·oh the s ide whe r e we a r e . Mr. Basil Davidson h~s ~ ~l eq rly 

shown whic h sido he i s  on, but the strugg l e musi not bR t3ken 
liqhtly f or two rrlas ons: ,. · .. 
- (-a ) If UNITA_ t riumphs, IYlr. B t:~s il Davidson will 

s ppeqr a s a s impl ~ . pl ott e r in thq e ye s of 
th ~ world. , ~ · 

( b,) LHIT.-1 I S ·(!C.:T H'.T .. r . 8--,sil D"' vi ~-n n 1 

thJnkn it tr· - ~l ~ . )_ U i\J !T .~ seRs :r.cselt "'S 
the a vant-gqrde of the Ptolêt:J.ri:J.t in Ango l q 
in this pha s e of the n1tiona l democrqtic 
r e v olution until s oci ~ li s m triu~ ph s he r e . 
He r e we h"'VR.no neeü for de f e nc_iqnts s uc h 
as Ba s il' Davidson wh,"J ijust i f ies 3nt i-c ommu-
nism to the worl d  i n arder to obtgin Western 
support for MPLA. From t hn. a urlin.nc 8 wi t h the 
Popn(P--=wl VI') ,-=Jft""r P.1 d iscrimin"'!tory confe -
r nnce org1ni z e d under the a uspi c e s nf MOSCOW 
to thn a r t i c l e s of Basil D1vÍdson, there i s 
nothing but myst i f i cat i o~ f rom ~ IYJPLA in tnrms 
of its politica! options . 
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( Le monde Diplomatigue ) 

As for mr. ffasil Davidson I simply say this: a man who has 
acquired a certain reputation has ·alsri taken on responsibilit ies ' 
and _should not lead ths public ooin~on on f alsa tr~ils in this 
way with· .impunity. Ths struggl R will rrot par.don him ·so m21ny lies, 
··sc'J many ·prejjudices, a·nd abo\fE! ali ' s·a mtJc~ involvRmE!nt in the 
wrongi place. In this fight UNITA Will olay it~ cards to.thB 
FINISH, becauso it'is a question of our lifR. Now it is1mr. 
Basil Davidson's turn t o play t o t ~R ·finish a lso. 

As f or myself personally, I ha v ~ nP.VRr be l onged to mPLA. As f or 
my nu~ ero~s : cont a cts with them(mPLA) o f which mr. Davidson speaks 
I think that it would be dPsirable for these contacts to be take n 
up agairr s o. that WE!. could advance on the r o~d to unification  o f 
our respectivo mdvnments. 

As· for the motives which impRlled Za~b ian authorities to expe 1 
me from their country in. 1967 aft e r im~ris o ning me for six days 
without tria1, it is gorid ~ha t mr. Ba é~1 Davidson shou1d h8 V8 
dr a w n  o v o r h a s t 1 y  c o n c 1 u s i o n s • ! s h A 111 c o n t e n t. m y s R 1 f  t o  r R1 í-1 -
gato this affair of historica1 dimensions to posterity as part o f 
tho tru8 strug:1g1l-n wo; a r n waging hruo, onctJ _wE! havo t akl=m up our 
·arms. -·-··:-·.-

The pE!ople of Chin~ , Korea and tho horoic V~o tnamPse pgop1o ha vo 
triumpha d bEJc aLJs:e thq y hAVf"l adopt ~Jd c.ornH::t r e v o 1uti ~> n a ry prin-
cipie s f or a 1jtJst strugg"l o ~ The brot,hers 'of A1geriR havR writte n 
,a 'glorinus p~ g~ .in the history o f ar~e d stiuggle of the woak 
' p ~ opl o s on our Çnntinont. Hs rEJ we d o riot ha ve tn invent much 
'but we  c a n 'darw on the oxperiencEJs o f thR other peop1ns who hAve 
won tho fight in othRr r o glons~ . However, UNITY in Angn l a r e m ~ ins 
tho mos t powerful t6o1 in our hands agaisnt tho ma n o uevre s o f thn 
c1oso  a nd diroct e n emy or agai snt thn distant ·onomy wh o pre f ers 
subtloty in arde r to incroas e à ve n furthor tho dissentions in 
tho  heart of our nationa l libo r ation mnve mont. 

U~ITY o f peoplo in its. class divisions with ~iffR r e nt intorEJsts 
mUST BE· FOLLOlJJED BY UNITY of action betweEm thn diff ~J t R nt 1ibnr atinn 
move ments in Angola. This  t ask of· unifying tho liberation mnVF-J-
ments ha s , br-wn 8ntrustod to thFJ O.A .U. and n8ighbnuring Affrica n 
countriei. · If tho y fail~ tho Ango1an pobo1e will be c a1lod upon 
to succ·eed .in achir.:Jving this with thc:ir c ommitte d  strugg1e in 

v thg past 10 yoRrs, for UNITY is the 6nly guaranteEJ for our vic-
t ory un:de r .. 1 oss p;;ün fu1 c ondi t ·i nns, 

.. ,. Fdr timo bc:ing, UNIT8 wi11 carry o.n fighting within the  c ountry, 
and if ~ o c nsi a ry; fi~ht a l on e . 

With thanks and best wis hP.s, 

Dr. JONAS m. SAVIMBI 

( Prosidont.  o f UNITA a nd Commander-in-Chio f 
of tho Armed Force s  o f Angn1a - FALA ) 

I 

Torra-Livro do An9nla 
1 o .1. 1971 
ANGOLA. ·' 
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