
Anatomy of Colonialism 

struggle in motion as an answer to the oppression and exploitation of the 
Portuguese colonialists and their allies, the NATO imperialists. 

Worker and Peasant Revolution 

,ZAPU 

A statement of ZAPU published in Zimbabwe Review 
(Lusaka), II, 5/6, May/June 1970. 

It is a very common thing to hear people say workers are more useful in an 
armed struggle against exploiters than peasants. Other people tend to hold 
the opposite view. 

In a situation like that obtaining in Zimbabwe, one would find it rather 
difficult to support one stand against the other. This is because the history 
of the workers is so short that the process of urbanisation is still incomplete. 
It would be correct to say that workers in Zimbabwe are in fact still basically 
peasants who rely to quite a large extent for their livelihood on the land to 
which they go occasionally yearly. 

Under such circumstances, therefore, the worker becomes the peasant, 
depending on the season of the year. Having established this basic fact, we 
can then try to see whether or not these people are more useful to the armed 
struggle when they are in the urban areas working in the factories, hotels, 
residential houses or toiling in fields out in the rural areas. 

In a guerrilla struggle like the one ZAPU has embarked upon, it is vitally 
important to have roots all over the country. It is necessary to operate in the 
urban as well as in the rural areas. 

Firstly, in the urban areas we fmd the majority of the enemy forces and 
most of their means of livelihood and defence. In order to render the enemy 
impotent, it is, therefore , important to attack his means of production and 
defence. Hence the urban worker is duty bound to look into the effect of 
actions like going on strike, sabotaging the enemy's means of production and 
defence so as to tie him down to the urban areas where more is at stake for 
him than in the rural areas. 

Evidently, workers' organisations and underground machinery to sabotage 
the enemy's power in the towns will thus depend upon the worker. Without 
his violent actions and participation, the enemy in the urban areas would be 
utterly safe . This would be bad for the struggle. 

When this worker goes to the rural areas, he needs must become the armed 
guerrilla fighter whose violent actions against the enemy at night must be 
worse than those of a lion while his actions during the day must be as un­
suspicious as a humble dove. 

The most successful worker-peasant revolutionary struggle depends solely 
In how well organised the worker operates in the urban areas and how 
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Workers and Peasants 

violently the enemy is routed at night by the peasants in the rural areas. 
We must be sheep to our friends but vicious tigers to our enemies 

wherever we are, if we really wish to win back our freedom and country. The 
basic aim of every worker in Zimbabwe today must be how best to destroy 
the enemy's means of livelihood because it is on this that he depends for 
power. An exploiter without means of production is as helpless as a fish out 
of water. The worker and peasant is the basis for success. 

Social Basis of Nationalist Party Power 

Paul Peterson (Basil February) 

Part of a lecture given before 1967 by Basil February 
(under the pseudonym Paul Peterson) to members of his 
unit in Umkhonto we Sizwe (the underground organiza­
tion of the ANC). Printed in Sechaba. VI, 7, July 1972. 

For any political party to achieve and to maintain political power, it must 
have the support of the majority of the electorate. In a democratic society 
this would mean that the party in power must have the support of the 
majority of the adult population. 

In 1 960 the census showed South Africa to have a population of 
1 5 ,841 ,000 people. In the same year a Referendum was held to decide 
whether South Africa was to become a Republic. Over 90% of the electorate 
participated in the Referendum. The results showed that 850,458 people had 
voted in favour of a Republic_ South Africa became a Republic because 
850,458 people out of 1 5 ,84 1,000 had decided that it should be so! Clearly 
there can be no connection between democracy and South Africa. 

We have introduced our discussion with a somewhat inelegant collection of 
figures. We want to get to grips with our problem. We want to analyse the 
nature and the extent of the support that the Nationalist Party enjoys in 
South Africa. From the figures that we have quoted it becomes clear that the 
right to decide who shall govern the country and how they shall govern, 
belongs exclusively to the 3,068,000 whites (1960 figures) in the country. 
But the figures also tell us that only 523% of the votes had gone to the 
Nationalists. 775,878 people had actually voted against a Republic. The task 
of this article is to take a closer look at that section of the white population 
in South Africa that keeps Vorster in power. 

There are approximately 1 ,750,000 Afrikaners in South Africa. The 
Nationalist Party is the party of this section of the population. The Party 
was formed in 191 4 under the leadership of General Hertzog as the party of 
those Afrikaners who refused to accept the idea of a party serving both the 
English and Afrikaans-speaking sections of the (white) population. 

It is not difficult to understand why the Afrikaners could not accept the 
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