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On the Situation in India

By V. Chattopadhyahya.

1. The Situation in the various Camps.

During the last few days very little news about the Indian
movement have appeared in the European press, but it would
be a mistake to draw the conclusion that there is a lull in the
anti-imperialist struggle. On the contrary, both the published
as well as the confidential information received from Indian
sources shows that there has been a considerable intensifi-
cation of the fight all along the line. The outstanding features
?futhe situation at the present moment may be summed up as

ollows:

On the revolutionary side — growth of strikes among in-
.dustrial workers with economic and political objects; spread
of the no-tax campaign among the peasantry of the North
(United Provinces, Bengal, Behar and Orissa); growing radi-
calisation of the petty bourgeois youth leagues; growing in-
fluence and activity of the revolutionary youth leagues of the
Panjab and the North-West; intensification of the boycott of
foreign cloth and British goods generally; steadily growing
participation of women; social boycott of Government ser-
vants; increasing solidarity of the Indian police and the lower
ranks of Government servants; spread of the anti-imperialist
agitation to important States. In general, growing resistance
and class-consciousness of the masses, and practical submer-
ging of the non-violent movement.

On the counter-revolutionary side—attempts of Congress
leaders to prevent the campaign for non-payvment of land
rent in the above-mentioned provinces, where the cultivators
pay the rent to Indian landlords and not directly to the Govern-
ment; handing over of the direction of the movement for the
boycott of foreign cloth to leading Indian capitalists and tex-
tile manufacturers; negotations of Liberal leaders and of cer-
tain leaders of the religious and social minorities with the
Viceroy with regard to the personnel of the Indian delegation
to the Round Table Conference; formation of fascist leagues
of the propertied classes to support imperialist rule; attempts
by Labour Party agents to win the co-operation of Gandhi
and therefore the National Congress leaders’ co-operation
in the Round Table Conference; increased activity of the
reformist Indian labour leaders both in India and in Europe.

On the imperialist side— enormous increase in the severity
of repressive measures (savage bombing of North-West Fron-
tier. tribes; military attacks on demonstrations; daily mass
arrests; increasingly brutal sentences of imprisonment; ruthless
government by martial law and special = ‘“ordinances”;
suppression and confiscation of newspapers; etc.); corruption
of police and village off1c1als by special increases in salary;
deception of “public opinion” in Great Britain by the Simon
Commlssmns Report, and of the Indian nationalist leaders by
a “new formula” to attract them to the nenegotiations m
London.:

To complete the picture we must mention that Britain’s
imperialist  rivals, the United States and Japan, are pro-
fiting by the boycott of British goods and capturing the Indian
market in a number of lines that had hitherto been the mono-
poly of the British manufacturers.

On each of the above-mentioned points there is a vast

amount of material to- hand, but we shall refer here only to
a few of the most recent developments.

As regards the industrial workers, even .the reformist
Jeaders are being compelled to admit that the mass of the wor-
kers are determined to carry on the struggle for their full
fiberty. Speaking before a mass meeting of workers at Kha-
ragpur, Giri, President of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway Labour
Union and General Secretary of the All-India Railwaymen’s
Federation, émphatically denied the statement made by the
Goxernment that Indian labour was keeping aloof from the
struggle. As regards the hundreds of thousands of railway
workers he declared that “anynoe who stayed in the big rail-
way colonies in India knew and realised the depth of the
feeling of the workers for liberty.” He did not point out
however that he and his fellow-traitors to the cause of’ the
Indian workers, as for example, S. C. Joshi of the G. I, P

Railway Employees’ Union, who is the Indian “Labour dele«
gate” to Geneva, had been doing their utmost to prevent the
movement from becoming revolutionary.

How the Government, the millowners and the reformist
leaders combine to achieve this end is shown by their action
in Sholapur, the industrial town which was recently in the
hands of a workers and peasants government and where a
veritable regime of terror has since been established by pla-
cing the city under the rule of the military. The cotton and
silk spinning and weaving mills are being worked in an
unbroken shift from 8 a. m. to 3 p. m. without a midday inter-
val as formerly. This move is intended to prevent the wor-
kers of the different mills from coming together for consul-
tation. And when the work is over the military regulation
forbidding a gathering of more than five workers under a
penalty of five years hard labour, places enermous difficulties
in the way of the workers.

The Naujawan Bharat Sabha (Revolutionary Youth League)
organised a magnificent series of anti-imperialist demonstra-
tions on the 24th of May, the “Empire Day”. Details have just
come to hand of the demonstrations in Lahore, where Comrade
Ram Chandra hoisted the Red Flag in the Municipal Gardens
outside the Mochi Gate before a large gathering, mostly of
workers and small traders. In unfunling the Red Flag amidst
thundering shouts of Inquilab Zindabad (Long live the Revo-
lution!), he called upon the workers and peasants of India to
rally under this flag and overthrow imperialism and capitalism.
A song in praise of the Red Flag was sung, and a procession
marched through the city shouting anti-imperialist slogans and
singing revolutionary songs.

A new feature of the movement is the increasing refusal
of the Indian police_to open fire upon demonstrators. The
Congress committees are making special propaganda among
the police to persuade them to join the struggle for freedom.

From a confidential Indian source in Calcutta we learn that ~
in the first week of May at a mass meeting of 50,000 people
in Mirzapur Park, the 200 policemen who were ordered to
fire upon the demonstrators refused to obey orders and were
arrested and taken to the Lalbazar Police Station in the prison
vans intended for the demonstrators. The meeting was  dis-
persed by a British regiment. Over 2,000 constables of the
Calcutta Police Force went on strike for a week until their
demand for the release of their arrested colleagues were
satisfied.

In Bankipur a military. squad consisting of fourteen Indlan
soldiers under an Indian petty officer, an English sergeant
and an English lieutenant shot down the two English officers,
because the Indian petty oificier had been killed by the lieute-
nant for having. refused to give the order to fire.

Owing to the unrest among the police, the Government
of Bombays. has announced the grant of special allowances
to Indian constables and officers, especially in those districts
where the anti-imperialist movement is particulary strong.
The salary. of village tax collectors of the Jalalpur District
has also been raised by ten rupees a month and they are being
supplied with special police protection because of the menacing
character of the social boycott of Government servants that is
being rigorously carried through.

The reign of terror established by the MacDonald Govern-
ment in India is illustrated by the decrees issued by the
Military Governor of Sholapur. No person in Sholapur is
allowed to give food or shelter to anyone who in the opinion
of the military authorities is engaged in propaganda against
the Government. Anyone suspected of infringing this order
is punishable with five years’ imprisonment of hard labour.
Vehicles, property and labour may be requistioned at wills
non-compliance is punishable with two years of hard labour.
For dissemination of “information calculated to create alarm
or despondency” five years hard labour and a fine. The inhab-
itants are comoelled to remain indoors during fixed hours,
infringement being severely punishable.

Other aspects of the _situation will be “discussed  in
subsequent articles.
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Il. Some Results of the Indian Boycott Movement merchants in almost all important cities have unanimously
resolved to boycott foreign cloth. The Karachi Piéce-goods

While the leaders of the Indian National Congress are
so conducting the movement for the non-payment of land
revenue as to protect the interests of the Indian landlords
the whole of the movement for the boycott of British goods
is proving to be a highly profitable weapon in the hands of
‘the Indiaw capitalists. . \

When Gandhi initiated his campaign for the “nation-wide”
use of the spinning-wheel, — recognised even by many of
his Congress: colleagues as a return to retrograde mediaeval
methods — he gave it the outward character of an anti-
British movement in order to make it popular. But tl}-e real
motives of the movement are twofold: a) the villager is con-
iined to his home jn order to spin yarn and save a rupee
or two, and is thus removed from the mass strugg}e with
revolutionary agrarian slogans, while at the same time the
‘exodus of the villagers to the industrial and prolet:arxan cen-
‘tres is prevented; b) the demand created for Indian .home-
spun yarn and home-woven cloth acts as a great stimulus
on the Indian mill industry and, while increasing its 'pro-duc-
tion, opens up also a large home market for Indian mill cloth.
‘In other words, the Gandhi conception of the boycott of for=
eign cloth by the adoption of the spinning-wheel aims on the one
hand at diverting the attention of the peasants from the
-agrarian revolution, and on the other strengthens the hands
of the Indian mill-owners and business men. "

This is very clearly shown by the developments of the
last few Weekss., When the Indian Cotton Tariif Bill was
passed by the so-called Legislative Assembly, giving practi-
cal preference to Great Britain against other foreign countries
by making the import duty on cotton textiles 15 %_ for the
former and 20 % for the latter, G. D. Birla, President of
‘the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and one of
the leading Indian capitalists, journeyed down specially from
Delhi to Gujerat to meet Gandhi and discuss with him the
whole question of the production of Khaddar (home-spuns)
and the boycott of foreign cloth. Since then Birla has been
in constant touch with the Congress leaders, V. J. Patel and
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviyya, and it is now clear that
-the conduct of the foreign cloth boycott movement is to be
entrusted to the merchants and textile capitalists, who regard
-Gandhi as their own friend and spokesman. .

It is natural, therefore, that the Congress should hand
over the leadership of the movement to the merchants and
mill-owners. In fact, the Working Committee of the Congress
has decided, with the full consent of Gandhi, to concentrate
-its attention on the boycott of. foreign cloth to the exclusion
of such ‘“dangerous” issues as the ‘“non-payment of ‘taxes"’,
“social boycott” etc. And the satisfaction of the textile capi~
talists may be judged from the high praise of Gandhi and his
movement in the columns of the “Indian Textile: Journal”,
- the organ of the textile magnates, which is bitterly hostile to
«the working class. 1In its latest issue that journal makes the
following noteworthy remarks:

“Thanks to the movement started by Mr. Gandhi, a
complete and happy change has come over in the textile
industry. A couple of months ago the sky was thickly
clouded and there was not a ray of hope for the industry.
[he first indication of the change manifested itself during
the visit of the mill-owners to Mr. Gandhi in Surat. . . .
The constant demand for swadeshi cloth is mainly resporn-
sible for the now empty godowns, which had stocks worth
hundteds of thousands.  In spite of strikes every other
day in the mills owing to the imprisonment of various
leaders, the mills are now thriving, and some of them are

- putting in new looms. Even the calico mills which had
hitherto been running double-shift have commenced work-
ing for. 23 hours, and the New: Commercial Mills have
started double-shift to cope' with the demand for cloth”.

. This refers-to Ahmedabad. In Bombay, the New City
“Mills, the Finlay Mills, the Apollo Mills and the -Jacob Sas-
-soon Mills propose to work night-shift “to meet the growing
demand for Bombay mill products”. The mill-owners have in-
-creased. the prices of several categories of goods. No state-
«ment is, however, made as to the effect of these increased
orders and increased prices on the conditions of the textile
.iworkers. ' -

In close co-operation with the mill-owners, the cloth

‘ments in the Congress_ Committees.

Merchants Association in resolving on the boycott called on
the Gpvernment te “concede the legitimate national demands
of Indians before it becomes too late”, and similar resolutions
were passed by the Bombay Piece-goods Merchants Asso-
ciation, the Lahore Cloth Merchants Association, the Delhi
Hindustani Mercantile Association, etc. .

Another result of the boycott of foreign cloth and of
the demand for cloth created thereby is the growing establish=
ment of new cotton spinning and weaving mills in Sindh,
Panjab and the United Provinces. .

In order to further promote the interests of the capitalists,
a new organisation called the “Swadeshi League” has just
been started in order, among other things, to encourage the
exclusive use of swadeshi (home-made) cloth, It is declared
that the “activities of the League will be conducted on lines
detached from political party or creed”. The President is
Sir Ali Imam, a well-known supporter of British imperialist
rule, and the Secretary is his brother, Hassan Imam, a sym-
pathiser of the Indian National Congress.

From the facts cited above it is clear that the Congress

.by concentrating on the boycott of foreign cloth has not only

acted directly in the interests of the capitalists, but has also
found a common economic platform with the Liberals who
are advocatés of a Round Table Conference and of a new
-constitution granting far less than Dominfon Status.

It may be said, therefore, that concentration on the boy-
cott of foreign cloth has completely deprived the Congress
movement of the character of a mass revolt, while its antie
foreign or ratherits anti-British emphasis is intended to de«
ceive the masses into the belief that the Congress moves
ment is anti-imperialist. The leadership of the boycott moves
ment and therefore of an essentizl item of the Congress pro-
gramme has gone into the hands of the Indian capitalists, and
it is these, therefore, that will determine largely the terms
that.will ultimately be accepted by the Congress leaders for
participation in the coming Round Table Conference.

That the leading Congressmen, that is the Right Wing
leaders, Gandhi, Motilal Nehru, Patel, etc., are prepared for
“peace on honourable terms” is asserted by Lord Irwin’s
agent, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, who has gained this convicw
tion after having discussed the political situation with Cone
gress leaders.- i

It must be pointed out, however, that the deliberate at«
tempts of the Congress leaders to prevent the movement
from retaining its revolutionary mass character are leading
to a further radicalisation of the youths and the poorer ele-
The Youth Leagues in
the cities that had been under the influence of the Gandhi
brogramme, are now turning more definitely towards the
working-class, while the District and Village Congress Come«
mittees are carrying through the non-payment of taxes cami=
paign even in those areas where the leaders consider it to be
“dangerous”, : .

. A few words may also be said regarding the effect of
the Indian boycott movement on Great Britain and her im-
perialist rivals.  Combined with the ‘increased import duty
(15 % for Great Britain), the boycott is having an effect on

‘Lancashire.

“Interviews with employers” +writes the “Textile
Mercury” of Manchester, “reveal an anxious disposition
on the part of manufacturers in the Blackburn district,
tnd it is feared that before long most of the mills engaged
in the Indian section of the trade will have the majority
of their looms idle”. -

And J. A. Ormerod, ex-Mayor of Blackburn and a leading
textile industrialist, declared: , _

“It is a most serious situation, the most serious I can
remember . . . It will mean that three-fourths of our
machinery will have to close down . ., . It will be a
nasty blow to Lancashire as a whole”,

And he uses the occasion to

‘ “emphasise the necessity of operatives and employers-

getting together in a great effort to save the industry”. -

_The Indian Boycott is also telling on the German textile
industry, particularly on the cheap printed cotton -goods of

-Saxony, ‘on ‘the silk industry of Yokohama and onthe. French
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silk ribbon industry. As regards the Japanese textile in-
dustry which maintains offices in India, it is asserted by the
Japanese Consul-General in Bombay, that they do not intend
cinsing down the offices. The way in which the 20 % import
duty on Japanese goods is met is that the shipping companies
Nippon Yusen Kaisha and Osaka Shosen Kaisha, have decided
to cut the freight rates for cotton yarn and cotton goods to

Shanghai and India by one yen per ton, thus depriving

Lancashire of the advantage that had been secured by forced )

preferential treatment.

The American bourgeoisie has declared its “sympathy for
the Indian movement”, while U, S. A. manufacturers have
obtained a large number of orders from India for goods that
hitherto been imported from Great Britain,

- Problems of the Revolution in India.
By Karl Radek.

T1. The National-Reformist and National-Revolutionary Camps
in India.

During the first mass wave of the Indian revolution, in
1919 to 1922 the class division of forces was as follows:
‘English -imperialism was supported by the princes, the feudal
Jandlords, the comprador bourgeoisie, the usurers, and the
strata of the intellectuals belonging to these. In opposition
to these were the industrial bourgeoisie, the handicrafts, the
small tradespeople, the intellectuals belonging to these strata,
the masses of the workers and peasants. The struggle carried
on under the leadership of the nationalists, and especially of
Gandhi, who advanced at that time for the first time into the
.arena of all India, was not a struggle for independence, but
for the participation of the Indian bourgeoisie in the ad-
ministration of the state, for its equal rights in competition
with Englishmen for positions in the administration. In the
sphere of economics, the movement was carried on under the
slogan of a return to the past, to a primitive economy of
commodities (Gandhi‘s propaganda for home weaving), but
in reality the movement took the form of a struggle for the
conditions under which Indian native industries were to
‘develope. Socially, Gandhi‘s adherents advanced exceedingly
indecisive demands for the improvement of the sitnation of
‘the workers and pcasants. They founded trade unions, in
order to meet the growing demand for organisation among the
masses, but attempted to impart to these unions the character
of educational and philantrophic institutions, and to play the
part of intermediary between the capitalists and the workers.
"When the masses of the workers and peasants began to refuse
-obedience, and to intensify the struggle against both English
.imperialism and against the Indian capitalists and landlords,
.the Gandhi party ceased its campaign, substantiating this step
in very precise class terminology. In the resolution passed at
‘Bardoli (January 1922) it confirmed its rejection of revolu-
tionary force, and stated in so many words that the nationalist
movement did not aim at destroying feudal exploitation, but
at coming to a peaceful understanding with the feudal land-
owners in the question of lessening the burdens imposed on
the peasantry. )

Has the position thus adopted by national reformism
changed in the period since the cessation of the struggle in
1922? No, as regards English imperialism it has not changed.
“The national reformists, who advanced in 1927 the slogan of
independence, exchanged this in 1928 for the constitution
proposed by the older Nehru, which retains India‘s dependence
on England, and returned in 1929 once more to the slogan of
independence. This change of slogans makes it apparent that
for national reformism the slogan of independence is merely
a trump in the struggle to gain concessions from English im-
perialism. And we seet that Gandhi, after the slogan of in-
dependence had been accepted at the Congress at Lahore
-(“Young India”, 30ah January), supported, in the 14 conditions
for the cessation of the struggle ;and the participation of the
national reformists in the “Round Table Conference”, among
the political demands only the 50'% reduction of the army and
a like reduction of the salaries of the higher officials, the
amnesty for political prisoners (with the exception of the
terrorists), the cessation of political persecution, and the
permission to carry weapons in self-defence.

Is there any change in the national reformist attitude
toward the questions of the workers and peasants? .

The growth of the peasant movement has forced national
reformism to accord it more attention; whining articles appear
in the press, describing the sorry situation of the peasantry;
"Gandhi’s 14 demands include one for the 50 % reduction of
grounds rents, ‘but as a rule the national reformists do not

go beyond the reformist demands for the alleviation of the
position of the peasants. They regard the growing labour
movement with ever increasing disapproval, at times take
sides openly with the employers, and even support the
measures taken by imperialism for the- repression of the
proletariat.. The demands formulated in the programme of the
younger Nehru, which demand “as far as possible” both the
abolition of feudalism (compensation to be given) and the

nationalisation of big industry accompanied sy the eight hour |

day, are as characteristic of the real policy of the national
reformists as Skobelyev's demand for a 100% confiscation of
profits for the Menshevists and for the S.R. in the February
revolution of 1917. With respect to fighting methods, . the
national reformists continue to oppose any -revolutionary mass

action, although Gandhi now *speaks of passive-aggressive '’

tactics. 1In his letter to Lord Irwin, the viceroy of India, a few
days before the beginning of the salt campaign, Gandhi openly
exposed his counter-revolutionary attitude:

“We all know” he declared, “that the influence of the !

party of violence is growing, even though at the moment it
appears to be badly organised and insignificant. Its aims
are the same as mine, but I am profoundly convinced that
it is not in a position to bring help to the silent millions.
I am more than ever filled with the consciousness that only
the entire renunciation of the use of violence can evercome
the organised force of the English government. My ex-
perience, limited as it is, has shown that the renunciation
of the use of violence can be a great and active power.
I am prepared to lead this power, both against the power
of the British government and against the unorganised forces
of the party of violence. To fold our hands would be tant-
amount to abandoning tlie field to these two powers.’

We need not enter into Gandhi’ declaration that his aims

-are identical with those of the “party of violence”, for we do

not know of what “party of violence” he speaks. What is im-

portant in his declaration is his announcement, at the commein- |

cement of a fresh wave of revolutionary movement, of a fight |

on two fronts,

We see that the fumdamental political prin- |

ciples ‘of national reformism have not changed since the day

of betrayal at Bardoli. Every Indian communist must keep
fresh in his memory the resolution of Bardoli, and Gandhi’s
declaration, based on the class situation of the industrial bour-
geoisie and the well-to-do strata of the petty bourgeoisie. These
are striving to lessen imperialist exploitation and the imperia-
list yoke, but they do not forget for a moment that they are
living on the crater of the profoundest discontent of the wor-
kers and the paunperised peasant masses. When the earnest
revolutionary struggle of the workers and peasants begins, the
national reformists will inevitably stand on the other side of

- the barricade, and not between imperialism and revolution.
““You cannot quarrel with a communist any more than you

can quarrel with a mad dog; therefore the Chinese government
has resolved to exterminate them by thousands of executions”
— these words of the Indian industrialist Victor Sassun, an
open adherent’ of imperialism, will be the programmatic

“slogan of the national reformists when the class war is in

full swing. To have even the slightest doubt of this, after
what we have seen in China, and to fail to prepare ourselves
and the masses for this inevitable change of iront on the part
of the national reformists, would mean a frivolous and crimi-
nal abandonment to defeat of the workers and peasants. The
struggle against. the national reformists, the struggle against
Gandhism, is no less important a prerequisite for the victory
of the Indian revolution than the struggle against English

imperialism.
¢To be continued.)
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