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ta, where also by-election• wc.fo Ii, Id, the percentage or 111_1lli11B 

i11 
W

rst Bengal was much h111ht11. l l11s is obviously the rt•n11l1 
111 the people in West BcnBtil l(,c:,I 111g upon the Left Fr11111 r,111

1 
if allies as a reliab le politii.:,1I f'tim in the State with It•, .-,w11 

olll'rnative policies, w hilr i11 rlitl ;:1111cs where other opp 1 1Nitk 111 
p11r

t
ies are stro nger

, 1 111:y hi1 v1) been unab le  to p1oir u

11 11ch an ima ge. 

The defence of pcop k '11 1111nr�ls over four years, lh 
rendered to the working l I'"' 111 improve its living st1u11I 

lhc protection of dcmonnlic l1hn lies und refusal to UKC 111 
t ive detention measures and the National Security At I, 1 Ii 

lrr e dom of strike and trade union movement guarnnl(!'l\ 10 
lhc wo

r
kers and employees 

i
ncluding St

a
te Govcrnmrnl r11qilii 

yn•!i, the agrarian legislation which has shak1•11 thr ,,1_111 i Hi 

.1111 and given new c onfidenct· lo lhl' 11pp1n•,1 d l11111\tHl,11, 1111. 
11 lid from debt, etc. -

th
esc wcru thr 111 &1 111111r11tli of ti11:, Le

ft 

Y i ll (IIY, 

11g[1i11AI this what is the source of the Co111•.1r ,11 (II , 11 

ii 01111;1• :, 1 111cs? The statement of the P. B corn·l·lly 11h·1r1 

''i ilr, ji, II 11 11
l
cs that the by-election resul ts arc 110 n111M· 

f pf I l
11 

, ·11111trcss (I). The low polling-as low UH 2
5 

I
i ii!p,lilY 1111l1tk11 l constituency like Allahabad-

i11 
ii I lif'I !i crno ,,tl11w tlissalibfaction of the people with 

11\INrm•r 
o

f a viable al ter n ativ
e, 

•Hl!Cd tho tlflfiC111p1tl1 1111 IIMU of the admi

ilil' rji
l
itqJ ,,r1,1y Ill 1hr rkl'lioll�. 'I hi,, was 

l hl11111111I, ,1•111 111 the (iarhwal 
p11liu•111 1•11 were brought 

Ilic vukrs, b
ooths were 

:111 Iii• 11ir1 i;o111,·118l ho1wc,,11 tho tw
o victor

ies. 

◄I/ ;I('!( ON f,/1'1 1 /'•0IUHN '/'FD MINISTR
IES 

I h&J n,,,111 h·, 'l111u· the last meeting of the Central Comm i

i Ho 1m w r• 
, 

11111 I'll I rn I 
cd 

o
ff

en siv
e 

of 
t he 

ru li
n

g 
par ty a

gai
nst 
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the Left Front Ministries of Wes
t 

Bengal 
and Tripu ra and the 

Le ft Democratic Front M
i
n

i str
y o

f Ke
r

ala
. 

The battle between 

the forc es of authorita r ia
n i

s m and the 
fo

r
c

e s 
of democracy was 

finding expr es sion in the three S
tates with the Cong ress (I

) 
unscrupulous l

y 
using sla nder and lie s, ent

eri ng into unscrupu 

lous allia nces with forces it consid ere
d re

a
ctionary, and orga

nising violence with th e 
a id 

of an ti-s ,cia
l g angs to create law 

and or
d

e r  prob
l
ems 

i
n 

t h

ese 
Sta t

es. 

The aim of th ese manoeu vre s and sla nder s was to create 

an atmosphere of destab
il

is at io n o f th e Ministries
, 

by isolatin
g 

them from the democrat
i

c public opinion in 
other State

s 
an

d 

u ndermi
n

ing t h e ir bas e in their 
ow n  States. 

These attacks failed mis erably
ex posing and 

unmaskin
g the anti-democratic pr act

i
ces o

f 
t

h
e Co ngres s (I). The people 

of West Bengal refus ed t o r e
s p ond 

to th
e 

Apri l 3 bandh call, 

the working class kept th e wheel
s of indus

try moving, and the 
ba ndh onl y  demonstrated t

h e  i
so

lat i
o n 

of the Congress(!) from 

the people, The r aw violence exh ibit
e

d on the stree
t
s o

f 

Calcutta �n April 3, t h e 
bu

rn in
g 

of bu<.e s and tram s, and the 

killing of women and child
r

en sen
t a w

a
v

e of revulsion throug h 

out the country and compe
ll

e
d 

t
h

e 
or

g
an is ers of the bandh to 

disown and repudiate t
h
e m. Bu t no thin g cou

l
d sav e 

th
e 

Congress (I). The people o
f 

Calc utta had seen the anti-social 
elements organisi ng the 

b
an

d h  
an

d thr owin g hundreds of 

bombs on 
pass ing ve

hi

c
l

es. 

So deep was the revu
l

s
i
on an

d anger 

in West Bengal, aft
er 

tens of thousands saw t
h
e exh

i
b

i

t
i

on of bu r nt buses and tram
s, 

that the Congress (I) got c o
ld fee

t 

an
d de

cid

e
d 

t
o 'boyco

t t' th
e 

mun
i

ci pa l elec
t

i

ons. 

The incendiar y v
i

o
l
enc

e disc
r

edit
e

d the Congre
s s (I) party, 

and the big bourge oi
s Pr e ss its e lf h

a
d 

t
o comme nt on it a

nd 

d
enounce it. Perhaps, s

in
ce 

th
e re

t
u rn 

to 
p

ow er of the Congre
ss 

(I), there wa s no t  suc
h 

un
iv

e rsa
l 

condemnati on of the ruli
ng 

party by the Press 

To quote one suc
h 

e
di

tori a
l 

: "
Pe

rha ps nev er ha
v

e buse s  

an d 
trams wi

th 
pass e n

gers in th
e

m b
ee

n su bject
e

d 
t

o such 
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systematic and savage attack s. The pa ttern of viol ence show ed 

elaborate preparations. Not all of tho
s

e res
p

onsib
l e 

m
ay 

h
a

v
e 

been Congress (I) supporter s , anti-soci al eleme n t

s 
mu

s

t a
l

so 

have taken a hand. But little distinction coul
d be m ade b

e

t w
een 

their apparent aims. Surely, the Con gress (I) lea
de rs kne w th

e 

likely consequenc
e

s of their bandh pla n, th
e

y m
a

y hav e even

calculate d that violenc e, even resultin g 

i
n de at

hs 
and i

nj
u

r

ies,

would serve thei
r purpose o f increasin g te

n
sion, 

that furth
er

MJisorder would strengthen thei r ca
s

e agains
t the Left F

r ont

, Government." (The Statesma n, April 5
) 

Following the defeat inflicted on April 3 , the peo
pl e of Wes t 

Bengal inflicte d anoth
e

r crushing d
efea t o n the 

C
on

gr e ss (I
) 

and its allies in th e municipa
l elections in Ma

y.
 Thou

gh 
th

e 

Congress (I) boycotted the elections, the organisati o n a
n

d i
ts 

allies were straining every nerv
e to secur

e 
the po

p
ular v o

t

e. 

They were routed. The Left Fron t and i
t

s allies ca
p

t

ure
d 6 6 

pe
r 

cent of the 1409 seats and secured 
absolute ma

j
or i

t y
i
n 

68 
ou

t
of 87 municipalities for which elections wer e h

e

ld . 

Th e Tripura Left Front Ministr y was a ls
o 
u

n
der con

ti

n u
ous

pressure from the Centre and the Congress (I). In bo
t h Sta

tes, 

the Centre misused its power an d starved them o f 

sup plies o f
essential articles including food. In Tripura , b

e s
ide s , the Con

gress (I) elements entered int
o 

open alliance with a s
eces s

i onist

tribal group which, encouraged b y help from across the border,

was organising raids and assaults on the n on - t riba ls. T
h

e Con

gress (I) also joined hands 
with th

e 
n o torio us A

m ra B
e n ga

l

e e  

organistion which had pla yed a g ruesom
e 

rol
e 

t
w o 

y
e
ar

s 
ago 

in attacking and murdering triba l citizens. 

In Kerala, the Cong res
s 

(I) has been uns
c

rupu lou sly 
att

e
m

p


ting to exploit RSS and Naxalite activitie
s 

to underm
ine the 

Coalition Ministry and create an al l- India atmo s

p
h
e

r
e 

to 
br ing 

i
t 

down. 

Smt. Indira Gandhi during her visits to K
e

ral
a 

w
ou

ld not 

utter a word against the murder campaign of the 

RSS; 0 11  the 

other hand, she maligned the Ministry and held it res
ponsible

for alleged breakdown of law and order. Similarly
, 

till' 11111r d

c
r
s 
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and violence organised by the Naxalites were used to condemn 
the M inistry an

d make out a c a se fo r  .collap se of l a w  and 
o rder

. 

The campaign was car ried on to dizzy heights by the Unio n
Home Minister for St

ate, Sri Makwana, who virtuall y called for a liberat ion struggle. This inciting call was in
i
tially given

by the State Congress (I) leader Karunakaran, w h o called on several parties to join together for suc h a struggle. Bu t withthe counter-offensive from the partners in the Ministry, the 
Congress (I) retreated from its cal l and Ma kwana denied that 
he ever gave such a call. Once more, popular f o rces compelled a temporar y retreat on the authoritarian forces. The Central Government is now planning to interfere in the affairs of the 
St

ate by appointing a C ommi ssion o f  Enq uiry to in vestigate 
t he "spirit" sc andal. 

. It must be r
e alise d that the survi val and continuance o

fthe Ministries in the midst of the deepening crisis of the 
economy constitutes a signal ac hievement of the democ raticforces. NO' Left Front Minist ry or C ommunist Ministry of an 
earlier period could survive for more than a couple of years des pite the fact that the crisis was not so all-pervading and the authoritarian forces had not y e t  full y  re vealed t heir 
dictator

ial a mb
iti o ns. 

T od ay, if the Ministries conti nue despite repeated conspi
racies, it i s because of the wide s ympath y of the democratic
forces wi

t h th e m, and the Party 's efforts to harness broad 
resistance to authoritarianis m, and a general sense of 

awa reness among the advanced sections all over the country
tha("the existence of the se Minis tr ies is con n ect e d wi t h  th e 
s u rv ival of parl i mentary norms. 

This support, of co urs e, would have been unthinkable 
wit hout the a chievements of t

hese Ministries, their alt ernative 
policies, their defence of the democratic rights of the people 

and our Party's principled stand on the national a nd in te rna tio-

11
al iss u e s fa c i ng t he c ou ntr y. 

The under sta nding of t he Pa rty that b road se ctions of 

5



I 

� 

I 

Ii 

l 

-"!!![' f 

the people, including bourgeois opposition parties, are interested

in stemming the advance of one-party rule, the understanding

that intense conflict for governmental power drives oppo

sition parties to take a stand against assaults on parliamentary

norms, has helped it to unite these forces on a .number of

important issues. The Left-oriented Ministries could survive

and fight back because Indira Gandhi could not succeed in her

efforts to isolate them from the democratic forces in the

c�ntry; she did attempt to capitalise on anti-Communist

pfejudices, appealed to the short-sighted ahd selfish policies

of some sections of bourgeois parties in some States, but she

failed. 

Those who thought that with the return to, power of Indira

Gandhi, the fate of the Ministries was automatically sealed,

underestimated the strength of democratic forces, of the opposi ·

tion to authoritarianism.

This aspect of the situation was highlighted during the no

confidence motion against the Government in the Lok Sabha

when speaker after speaker from different political parties,

keeping aside their differences on many questions, concentrated

011 t•iqm�i 11g the Clovcrnment's attacks on democratic rights

.111d 11, 111111 propll• cronnmic policies.

('JI I Nit' ,, fl C me'// /1/S /'A NCliS

Nowith&landing these achievements, the fight against the

authoritarian forces takes place in changed circumstances, not

all of which are favourable to the unity of democratic forces.

The situation gets complicated by the assault of divisive forces 

on toilers' unity, on the unity of the democratic forces. These

challenges partly arise out of the capitalist path with its

compromise with the pre-capitalist relations in existence, which

provides material conditions for scctnriHn cm1tl' nnd tom11111nal

outloo�s. These challenges uri.: pu1 tly the rnH1ilt ol direct

imperialist conspiracies.

The concept of national unity is being 11�1.11 ilrd I I e1111 all

sides. The assault of divisive forces rcudcni dith\ 1111 thr task

<, 

I 

j 

I 

I 

j 

I 

' 

-c
..,., 

of mobilising all democratic forces in the struggle against

authoritarianism. 

The situation gets complicated by the opportunism of some

bourgeois opposition parties which exploit the divisive and

obscurantist appeal in their conflict with the Government to

get cheap popularity and electoral advantage.

Along with internal fissiparous tendencies, the country is

facing a direct challenge from U.S. imperialism which is

feverishly arming Pakistan's military rulers.

The divisive challenges, the threat to national unity, comes

in the midst of a worsening economic situation, an unpreceden·

ted rate of inflation, imposing extreme suffering on the people.

The crisis-ridden economy has to seek more and more foreign

help, with '1:he grip of multinationals and the World Bank

tightening over it. This leads to greater and greater attacks

on democratic rights, sharpening the authoritarian attacks on

the people. 
_, 

The mass struggles against the effects of the economic crisis 

and impoverishment, which witnessed a period of lull i,nmedi

ately after the return of Indira Gandhi to power, are now

showing an upward trend. 

The massive peasant 11truggles of last year ending in the

gigantic Kisan March made the new rise evident. This was

accompanied by the struggles of students and other sections of

the people. 

During recent months, the lull on the working class front

has been broken. The loco strike and the Bangalore public

sector strike are the warning shots of things to come. The

Bombay Convention with its proposed call for a one-day token

industrial strike may mark a new stage in the development of

the workers' struggle after January 1980. While the rising

mass discontent expresses itself against the regime in several

ways, the Left forces and their mass organisations are active in

the field to channelise it into a democratic anti-authoritarian

direction. The Left-oriented Ministries, their achievements,
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political or economic movements, and the incapacity or 
unwillingness of the administration to offer security .and safety 
to the common people against anti-socials. 

The looting of trains, the robberies in the capital of India 
and the capitals of States, the armed hold-ups and Jootings of 
banks, the robbery of common citizens, widespread dacoities 
in the rural areas, the rapes of women by gangsters -,and police
men, the rule of vast areas of the cities ,ind their slums by gangs 
who are able to extort money from the people, speak of an 
unprecedented crisis of administration and the society. 

It is not known to the common man that when there is a 
coal shortage in the country, lakhs of tonnes of coal are regu
larly looted from Dhanbad and other mining areas by gangsters 
working .in league with the police and mine officials. The exist· 
ence of mafia operators in the Dhanbad area looting and 
disposing of lakhs of tonnes of coal is well-known and was 
recently owned up by a Cabinet Minister of the Central . 
Government. 

While gangsters spread terror and the police indulge in 
brutalities, the people's spontaneous anger also rises and they 
surround police stations demanding punishment of guilty offici
als for their collus.ion with gangsters or attacks on the people. 
These clashes result in police firings and deaths. 

These are not outbursts of hunger; they do not arise out of 
high prices or other economic demands. They are against ' 
torture and rape in police custody, or refusal of the police to 
register complaints or take action against murderers, dacoits 
and rapists. 

They are protests against the general breakdown of adminis
tration, against the breakdown of the law-enforcing machinery 
and the growing influence of anti-socials on it. 

COLLUSION 

The collusion between the police, the bureaucracy and anti· 
socials has been growing in recent years. It seems to have 
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increased in the year and half since Indira Gandhi's return to 
power. In fact, the Sanjay gang typified this collusion. The 
breakdown of law and order appears to be widespread in 
Bihar, no one knowing where the bureaucracy ends and the 
criminials take over. The collusion between the landed interest, 
the administration and anti-social elcmcnts-dacoit s and others 
-is patent in the villages of the State. It shows that the
conflict of agrarian interests has reached a high pitch of
intensity in Bibar.

CONGRESS (I) LINK WITH ANTI-SOCIALS 

But a recent and alarming feature of the situation is the 
manifestation of links between Congress(!) politicians and 
leaders with anti-socials. In West Bengal, this process has 
been in evidence for some time. The April 3 bandh again 
demonstrated visibly the anti-social character of the striking 
force of the Congress(!). 

But now wjth the rapid aad mow,ting discontent among 
the people against Congress(!) policies, outside West Bengal 
also the same process is in evidence. The links of certain 
Bihar Congress(!) leaders with dacoits were exposed some 
time ago. A dacoit in U.P. was shot dead by the police. In 
his pocket they found a letter written by a Congress(!) MLA 
thanking him for the help rendered during the election to 
ensure his success. The following report from The Times of

India, dated June 8, should not cause surprise: "Agra, June 7 : 
Mr. Sahai (Secretary of the U.P. Sarvodaya Manda!), who 
returned today after visiting several Parliamentary and 
Assembly constituencies, said that he had evidence that dacoit 
gangs ware taking active interest in the poll campaign in the 
Tindwari Assembly constituency from where the U. P. Chief 
Minister, Mr. Vishwanath Pratap Singh, is seeking election." 
Press reports recently exposed the links of the Andhra Home 
Minister with a known anti-social. Earlier the capital was 
scandalised by the report that a dacoit from Madhya Pradesh 
was taking shelter in the residcnc� of a Congress (I) M.P. 

Blackmarketeers and smugglers arc already there in the 
ruling party. 
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attempted to declare illegal the bank nationalisation and aboli

tion of Privy Purses measures of the Government. And we

supported the Government measures and opposed the Judici-

ary's "independence". 

The conflict between the Judiciary and the Executive is

today linked with the people's struggle against authoritarianism,

and every effort of the Executive to reduce the importance of

the Judiciary must be combated. The present-day Judiciary

the Judges of the Supreme Court-have become an obstacle in

the way of the arbitrary exercise of power by the Executive,

they defend fundamental rights and protect them against

interference by the Executive; they have blocked the way to

arbitrary changes in the Constitution by enunciating the

doctrine of the basic structure of the Constitution; so long as

the Judges continue on this path, they will have the support or

the democratic forces.

But we must be prepared for a sudden change in the situa

tion and reversal of the role of the Judiciary after a few new 

appointments to the Court. 

HEAVY RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PARTY AND LEFT

FORCES 

The development of the last few months, the changing

correlation of forces, the vacillations of bourgeois parties and 

the rising struggle of the masses place a heavy responsibility on

our Party and the Left and democratic forces in general. Tl is

necessary in this connection to recall the Jullundur Parly 

Congress resolution: "The Left..and democratic forces stand in

the forefront of the fight against the forces of authoritarianism.

They endeavour in all possible ways to organise the broadest

possible resistance to the authoritarian danger, they lend

their support to the platform for democratic reforms a11d

advance which bring together all anti-authoritarian trends, 

even those that are opposed to the economic platform

of the Left and democratic forces. 

"Realising the terrible sufferings of the masses and the

continuing danger of dictatorship, the Left and democratic

forces direct their fire against the monopolists, big capitalists
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and landlords and against the inr;:reasing influence of foreign 
capital. 

"By putting forward a political and economic programme, 
distinct and sharply opposed to the platform and practice of 
bourgeois-landlord parties, by leading the masses to realise it, 
the Left and democratic forces enable them to move away 
from the bourgeois-landlord parties and increasingly rally 
round an alternative leadership." The Left-oriented Govern
ments by their existence and the measures they take to defend 
the interests of the people-measures which distinguish them 
from all bourgeois-landlord parties--act as the spearhead of 
the Left and democratic forces. Their coqtinued existence, 
despite the desperate efforts of the ruling party to topple them, is 
not only an outstanding achievement of our Party and the Left 
and democratic forces; it is an important element which accen
tuates the crisis, contributes to the instability of the ruling 
party and increases the strength of tho anti-authoritarian forces. 
The defence of these Governmenls against Congress (I) machi
nations is the primary responsibilily of the democratic forces 
and the wofking class if the conspiracy of the dictatorial forces 
is to be defeated. 

The authoritarian party is preparing its attacks on these 
outposts, uttering slanders, abuse, charges of breakdown of 
faw and order, holding out blackmailing threats and using 
Central Ministers to fan the agitation against the Left-oriented 
Ministries. But, at the same time, Opposition parties, demo
cratic forces consider it necessary to ward off these attacks, 
they realise that these are attacks on democracy and that they 
jeopardise the democratic existence of all political opposition
parties and constitute a prelude to a general onslaught of the 
forces of dictatorship against the people. 

If immeruately after the 1977 elections, the Janata Party 
and its Government were considered to be the main bulwark 
against one-party dictatorship, today that role, in the minds of 
large sections, is played by the Left Front and Left Democratic 
Front Ministries. 

Indira Gandhi seeks t6 isolate the Left-oriented Ministries 
from this broad support before attacking it. It will be an 

49 














