
The third volume will contain the various reports made to the 
plemu-y sessions by the commissions appointed by the Congress 
and also give a general account of the proceedings. 

We hope the present volume, as well as the two others which 
will be published soon, will prove useful to Party members and 
well-wishers and to the politically-minded public at large. 

New Delhi, 
10 February 1965 
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1. The achievement of national independence by India on
August 15, 1947, opened a new epoch in the history of our people. 
This historic event was the result of long, arduous struggles by 
our people. From the first days of the advent of the British power 
in India, the Indian people challenged it through countless 
struggles, peasant revolts and uprisings in different parts of 
the country. These early beginnings of our freedom fight found 
expression in the first histo1ic war of independence of 1857 that 
shook the very foundations of British rule in India. Although 
this mighty rebellion was suppressed, the freedom fight, how­
ever, continued in myriad forms. This was witnessed in the 
armed actions and struggles of the young revolutionaries such 
as those belonging to the Ghadar Party and revolutionary secret· 
societies of Bengal, the non-cooperation movement of 1921, 
the civil disobedience of 1930-34, marked by the heroic up: 
risings in Peshawar and Sholapur and other places, the mass· 
working-class and peasant actions, the "Quit India" movement, 
the struggle of the INA and, finally, the unprecedented post­
war upsurge with its glorious uprisings of the naval ratings and. 
militant working-class actions. Such heroic struggles and actions 
of our people spanning over the entire period of the British 
rule stand as shining landmarks in our people's march to 
freedom. 

2. The achievement of Indian independence was a historic'
event not only for our own people but for all mankind. The vast· 
millions of our people, whose labour, wealth and freedom hac

f 

been subjected to long years of foreign domination and plunder,· 
were now free to remake their future in the midst of a new world 
that was rising at the end of the Second World War. 

3. The mass upheaval of our national revolution, on the eve,
of our attaining independence, was :a part of the upsurge· -0f 
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democratic struggles in Europe and national-liberation battles 

in South-East Asia, which broke out when the Second World

War ended with the historic victory of the anti-fascist front

headed by the Soviet Union over the forces of fascism. The

general crisis of capitalism, which began with the end of the 

First World vVa_r and the victorious socialist revolution in Russia,

was entering a new and advanced stage. Eight countries of

Eastern Europe were taking the road to socialism. Korea was

liberated. China stood on the eve of its great revolution. In 

Vietnam, Malaya, Indonesia, Burma, national-liberation struggles

were raging. The colonial system had begun to collapse and

crumble. Viewing the Indian national upheaval against this 

background, the British imperialists read the writing on the wall

and decided to compromise and stage a strategic retreat with

the intention of returning to the attack again. 

Following the post-world war upsurge and the movement for

Swaraj that came in its wake, the platform of the national move­

ment led by .the Congress failed to provide a firm and clear ideo­

logical basis of complete national independence, secularism and

social progress. This facilitated the manoeuvres of tl1e British

imperialist rulers to disrupt and divide the forces of the national

movement. 

4. Taking advantage of the Hindu-Muslim division which

they always fomented into a communal frenzy to disrupt the

nation's independence movement, the British imperialists parti­

tioned the country into two states of India and Pakistan. They

conferred independence on both, with the design to keep them at

loggerheads so as to weaken the independence of both and

compel them to depend on their former masters for "peace" as

well as "aid". Imperialism calculated to make the independence

of India a "formaf' affair and keep her as a satellite state in the

imperialist-capitalist orbit and hamper her independent economic

development. 

5. The Indian National Congress, which was leading the

national movement, formed the first government of independent

India. The platform of the National Congress was to achieve 

an independent Indian state. As for the country's future, the
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platform was one of developing an independent national eco­
nomy-a platform that promised land reforms for the peasantry, 
certain fundamental rights and well-being for the working 
people, and a parliamentary democracy. 

The B1itish imperialists knew that a consistent working-out 
of such a platform would foil their game of reducing India's 
•independence to a formality. They could not but see that if
India's independence were consolidated and this second biggest
country in the world, took the path of establishing a real anti­
imperialist democracy, it would have a profound impact on Asia
and Africa.

6. Thus, when the imperialists were making a great show of
"voluntarily conferring" freedom on India, they were at the 
same time conspiring to weaken her independence, taking 
advantage of the vacillations and compromises of the national 
bourgeoisie. The prospect that the national-liberation movement 
might go out of the control of the national bourgeoisie, on the 
one hand, and the possibilities of consolidating its class position$ 
on the basis of the state power on the other, contributed to the 
acceptance by the bourgeoisie of the terms of the settlement, 
some of which Jwere patently aimed at serving imperialist inte­
rests and weakening independence. 

The partition of the country and the movement ,of millions of 
refugee populations from one state to another led to communal 
massacres. The invasion of Kashmir by the Pakistani forces was 
calculated to provide a pretext for the retention of British forces 

in India. Some feudal princes were instigated to refuse to accede 
to India and to carve out kingdoms of their own in the old 
feudal way. Imperialists and reactionaries hoped that the 
assassination of Mahatma Gandhi would sow confusi0n and 
weaken and disarray the forces of national liberation, 

7. The new Indian government and the people, however, fought
back and defeated these onslaughts and manoeuvres of impe­
rialists and reactionaries. Invasion of Kashmir was foiled by the 
prompt intervention of the Indian Army and the patriotic resist­
ance of the people of Kashmir. But the Kashmir issue, having 
been taken to the UN, remained. a weapon in the hands of the 






























































