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INTERNATIONAL SITUATION AND PROBLEMS 

OF WORLD COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 

INTRODUC'DION 

THE SEVENTH CONGRESS of onr party held in December 1964 
reviewed developments in the international situation and the 
problems of the world communist movement. It adopted a 
comprehensive resolution on the questions under discussion 
and put forward certain suggestions for restoring the unity 
of the communist movement which had already been seri
ously impaired by the ideological positions and disruptive 
activities of the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party. 

The period which has since elapsed has been one of severe 
tests and trials not only for communist and workers' parties, 
but for all anti-imperialist forces fighting for national in
depenpence, social liberation, peace and democracy. 

Valuable advance has been made during the period, most 
of all by the Soviet Union and other socialist countries. A 
number of newly-independent countries have progressed 
further along the path leading to socialism. The valiant 
and indomitable people of Vietnam' have written a new 
chapter in the world revolutionary movement by their 

-exemplary heroism and sacrifice. Repeatedly imperialism
has failed to dictate its terms in international affairs and
its military aggression has been held at bay.

At the same time, we have before us the criminal and 
sanguinary assaults of imperialist and internal reaction in 
Indonesia, Ghana and Greece. Backed by the Anglo-Ame
ricans, Israel has brazenly invaded and occupied substantial 
parts of Arab territory. American marines landed in the 
Dominican Republic as though it was their private property. 
The drive towards establishing military dictatorial regimes, 































111 

� 

have to undergo a rapid change in favour of the working 
class. No two national-democratic states are going to be 
identically of the same pattern. 

Once this is clear, it cannot be denied that the experience 
of Egypt, Syria, Algeria, Burma and a number of other Afro
Asian countries points to national democracy as the path 
for the newly-independent countries for completing the anti
imperialist, antifeudal, national-democratic revolution and 
advancing towards socialism. 

There may be, can be, and in fact, there are reverses and 
temporary defeats on the way. Indonesian democracy receiv
ed a violent setback before it had r�:;i.ched the stage of natio
nal democracy. Reaction won in Ghana. But that does not 
alter the situation in which once again, the road and pers
pective of advance remains national democracy. 

Experience also proves that the immediate economic re
forms introduced by national-democratic states are yet far 
removed from socialism. They are measures for the com
plete eradication of imperialist, semifeudal and monopoly 
interests in the country and for restricting the development 
of internal capitalism. That is their noncapitalist path of 
advance towards socialism. 

It has to be emphasised that the noncapitalist path of deve
lopment through national democracy, i.e. a revolutionary
democratic state in which the working class has not yet 
achieved leadership but is struggling to achieve it, has be
come possible basically because of the .allround support 

which such states can receive in the present epoch from the 
powerful world socialist system. It has also become possible 
because of the immense radicalisation of nonproletarian, 
anti-imperialist elements in the backward countries result
ing from the profound crisis of the world colonial system. 

National democracy and the noncapitalist path are in no 
sense a surrender of the national-revolutionary struggle and 
the principle of working-class leadership to the compromis
ing interests of the national bourgeoisie. They are the path 
of national-democratic revolutionary advance in the epoch 
in which the world socialist system, the international work-
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ing-class movement and the revolutionary colonial-liberation.movement have become powerful enough to give the final,death blow to imperialism. 
The struggle between the two lines has been going onwithin our country also. It is covered elaborately in theNational Council report on the activities of our party since.the Seventh Congress. Here it would suffice to refer brieflyto certain vital points of c:lifference on which a good deal ofpractical experience has already been accumulated in recent_years. 
The vital distinction between the policies of the CPI andthe CPM has been and continues to be related to the question of the class alliance that is demanded by the conditionsin our country for completing the anti-imperialist, antifeu·dal, antimonopoly national-democratic revolution and carrying the country forward to socialism.

Our Program.me adopted at the Seventh Congress, whichis consistent with the understanding of the 81-parties' Statement insists that what the country needs is a very broadiront, undoubtedly based on a worker-peasant alliance, butalso encompassing all other democratic elements, includingthe1patriotic sections of the bourgeoisie. While a sustained:struggle against vacillating and compromising bourgeois elements within the alliance has to be consistently pursued, thefocus of attack has to be against foreign and internal re.action. It is this class strategy that is anathema to the CPMand is reviled by it. as revisionism, class collaboration, trailing behind the bourgeoisie, and what not. CPM claims to be'irreconsilably opposed to any collaboration'; it claims to bea sworn enemy of 'revisionism'.
What are the results of the actual implementation of theCPM's ideas of fighting class collaboration and revisionism?The result has been a vicious, disruptive role in the growingleft and democratic front in the country against the forcesof right reaction and the monopoly rule of the Congress.The result has been a disruptive role in the working-classand peasant movements, in the trade unions and the kisan:sabha. 
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In Bengal, during the general election, the CPM made the 

formation of a united left and democratic front against the

Congress im possible in the name of fighting the 'revisionism' 
of the CPI, and the Bangla Congress, which was charac

terised as noth ing but a variant of the Indian National Cong

ress. In result, instead of one soli d front facing the Co ngressr 

two fronts confronted each other, as also the Congress. There 

is not the remotest doubt that it was the tri furcation of the 

votes thus brought about that prevented th e popular forces. 

in Bengal fro m totally routing the Congress in the election 

in that state. Dur ing the election CPM also opposed ou r 

slogan of replacing the congress government by a gove rn

ment of left and democratic unity. It advanc ed the slogan of 

a polarisation of bourgeois and ' revisionist' for
ces on o ne-

side and ' the r evol utionary' forces on 
th

e oth
er. 

· ·

All the same, our restraint in not falling prey to the pro

vocative and disruptive tactics of the CPM, comb ined with 

the good sense of the people, secured a majority for both the

popular fronts taken together and the united coalition minis 

try was formed pr ecis ely on th
e 

lines -w
e 

h
a

d 
a

d vocat
e

d 
duri ng the election. 

What did the CPM l eadership do subse quently? Ev en 

after joining the minist
ry, it did not work for preserving and 

strengthe nin
g th e

u
nity of the united fr

o nt for a n umbe r  of

mo nths. 

It pursued such a policy even though, at the same timer 

Indian and f
o
reign monopoly capital, the landed interests 

in Bengal, the big bourgeois press, the communalists, the 

bureaucracy and the central government were joining hands 

in a powerful and sinister conspi racy to s
u

bvert the B
engal 

minis try by ho
ok or by cr ook. 

The parties and element s in a united popular front hav e

surely the right and even the respons ibili ty of criticising one: 

another in a manner that strengthens 'the front against' the

common enemy. But there is nothing in c ommon bet w een 

such fraternal · criticism and attacking one another in' a 

mann er  that b rings grist to th
e mill

o
f th

e c o
mm

on 
en

e
m

y. 
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It 
is a w elco

m
e de velopment that since the threat of cen

t
r

a l i nt
erve n

tio n be
came imminent and much more so after 

ih

e 
dis missa l of the Bengal ministry, the CPM leadership

in B
e

n
g a

l has 
displayed a growing realisation of the neces

.s
it

y o
f 

s
tre

n
g

the ning the unity of the popular front and
iha

t 
a pow e

rfu l u nity
of the masses in action has grown in

- B

e
n
ga l in the s

t
r

uggle against the central government for 

the r es
to

r
a ti

o
n o f th

e 
illegally dismissed ministry.

Th
e e

x
p

e r
ie

nce of Kerala is not identical with that of 

Ben
g

al b
ut 

th
e

r
e 

also the realisation of the need of unity 

bas
been dis

p
la

y
ed by the CPM after considerable bitter 

expe
ri

en ce. 
Th

e C
PM's dis

r
u ptive policies in the Arruc and the All

I
n

di
a 

Ki
sa

n Sa bha a re also now a matter o f prolonged ex
peri ence . 

It co ntinues to disrupt the existin
g 

trade unions
affili

a
t
e

d t
o 

the A
I

T
U

C 
and also to start rival pape

r 
unionsi

n o r
de

r 
to 

secu
r

e a dominant position in the AITUC.
Its am

a
z in

g an
d unabashe

d 
demand for scuttling the

m e mbe rship o
f state kisan sabhas under our leadership so

t
h a t th e  

C
PM ma

y 
ap pea r as the overwhelmingly powerful

forc e i
n 

th
e A

IK s has precipitate d  a complet e split in the .AJ� for the first time in its history.

S uch a
r e 

the fruits of the CPM's struggl e against 'revi
s

i oni
sm

' a n
d a gain

s t  
what it calls class collaboration with

the bo urgeo
i

s
i

e. W
e have al s o differed with the CPM on the question ofth e re l

a
ti

o
n b

e
t

w
een forms of mass struggl e and the objec 

t
iv

e con
diti o

ns un
d

e
r -which one or anothe r form of struggle·b

e
come

s 
a d v i

s
able from the point of view of building the

mass move ment. It h
a s 

b
een 

the consistent CPM positio n that our line is one
o f avoidance of mass struggle s an d

, 
in particula r, of militant

ma ss s
trug

g
l
es

. What i s the actual experienc e in this sphere

, of m
ass ac

t
ivi

t
y? 

Ou r 
p

ar
t y  

h
a

s been in the thick of all maj
o

r mass strug

· gles in
t
h e 

vari
ou s stat

e
s afte r the CP M elemen

t
s broke

a way from
the CP I

,
as before. There is no instance in which

t h

e 
CPM c an cla i m  to hav e organise d a mo

r
e militant mas s
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