




WILDEST CHALLENGE 

It was not very long ago that the acting CP (M) General'. 
Secretary challenged the right of the top leadership of the 
AITUC belonging to the CPI to manage the affairs of the 
AITUC since the CP (M) followers were allegedly in a 
majority., 

It is not in the interest of democratic functioning and the 
unity of the organised TU movement to throw out such wild 
challenges and write articles of the kind the People's Demo­

cracy has carried. That will not be the way to consolidate 
the gains for TU unity so impressively recorded by the 27th 
session of t_he AITUC. 

. Ranadive should congratulate the 27th session of the 
AITUC for upholding the unity instead of being piqued at 
what has been achieved and hurling calumnies and invec­
tives at those who made the Bombay session a remarkable 
success notwithstanding all provocations and disruptive 
approaches .made by various quarters. 
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HAS co�n1U::\"IST PARTY CHA�1GED ITS LINE? 

BY MomT SE);" 

Some of the top leaders of the Communist Party (Marxist) 
are trying desperately to make out that, for opportunist 
electoral. reasons, the CPI has made a basic change in its 
line. Speaking in Andhra Pradesh after the Tenali meeting 
of their central committee, E .. M.S. Namboodiripad and 
M. Basavapunniah took up this theme, though in character­
istically different ways.

Namboodiripad welcomed these 'changes' but invited the 
CPI to 'confess' its past 'mistakes'. Basavaphnniah, how­
ever, tried to be witty and original. He said that the CPI 
leadership had 'stolen the signboard' and now it was trying 
to 'steal the slogans'! 

JB. T. Ranadive has also joined the fray with talk of 
'debacle' for the CPI. 

Leaving out the question whether such an attitude helps 
the building of a broad, democratic, militant united front 
of struggle against the anti-people and anti-national aspects 
of the policies of the congress government which is the need 
of the hour and the supreme desire of our toiling people, 
other aspects of this slander campaign have to be examined. 

Let us, first, take up the question as to whether the CPI 
has changed its line. 

The 'change' mentioned by the CP (M) leaders refers 
obviously to the Hyderabad National Council Resolution of 
the CPJ announcing the Great March to Delhi to · demand 
the :resignation of the Indira Gandhi government. Is this 
decision inconsistent with the previous understanding'. and 
policy pronouncements of the CPI'? 
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