
I t COM M UNIST R EPLY  TO CONGRESS

his explanation or justification, he should be allowed an oppor
tunity to do so. We understand that it is the desire of the 
President, as well as the Working Committee, that full oppor
tunities for explanation and justification be afforded to Communist 
members of the Congress. We entirely concur in this opinion. 
As a matter of fact, as we have mentioned above, there has 
already been a great deal of inquiry and explanation, and, at the 
instance of Shri P. C. Joshi, Secretary of the C.P. of India, Shri 
Desai has given his opinion.

In the event of the explanations given not being satisfactory, 
the question will arise as to what further steps should be taken. 
This is premature at this stage. But we should like to make 
it clear that the issue before us at present, is not to shut the 
door of the Congress completely to the Communists but to consider 
how far it is desirable to allow persons who are opposed to the 
basic Congress policies to be elected to or remain on Congress 
executive bodies which are charged with carrying out those 
policies.

Bombay, J awaiiarlal Nehru

September 21, 1945. Vallabhbhai Patel

Govind Ballabh Pant.

ALL-INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE

To Syt. Sardesai Camp : Bombay.
Member AICC.

Dear Sardesai,
The Working Committee have had under consideration 

numerous complaints and charges against Communist members 
•of the Congress. They referred the matter and all the relevant 
papers to a sub-committee which after careful consideration 
presented a report and framed certain charges, a copy of which 
I am enclosing. You are invited to reply to them in writing. 
Your reply should reach my office within two weeks of the receipt 
of this letter. Should you or any one on your behalf desire to 
have an interview in this connection, we shall try to meet your 
wishes in the matter.

Yours sincerely,
.21st Sept. 1945. (Sd.) J. B. Kripalani.

General Secretary.

CHARGE SHEET

THAT YOU BEING A MEMBER OF THE A.I.C.C. AND AS 
such bound loyally to abide by the policy and programme laid 
down by the A.I.C.C. from time to time, actually opposed such 
policy and programme from June 1942 onwards and, more 
especially, actively resisted the policy and programme laid down 
by the A.I.C.C. in August 1942 ;
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That you carried on incessant propaganda through news
papers, pamphlets and books, meetings, and otherwise in favour 
of the war effort, calling the war as it affected the people of 
India a ‘ People’s War when the Congress had advised the 
people not to co-operate in war activities till the freedom of 
India had been recognised and a national government established ;

That you pursued this policy in accordance with the declared 
policy of your party, the Communist Party of India, which was 
opposing the policy and programme of the Indian National 
Congress ;

That you made grave charges against individual Congressmen 
and groups within the Congress and the Working Committee 
of the A.I.C.C. itself ;

And thereby rendered yourself liable to disciplinary action 
under the rules of the Congress.

You are, therefore, hereby called upon to show cause why 
such action should not be taken against you.

COMMUNIST AICC MEMBERS9 ANSWER 

TO WORKING COMMITTEE CHARGES

I. INTRODUCTION

Wi; APOLOGISE TO YOU FOR THE DELAY IN SENDING 
llm answer. All of us ure sunk in our practical tasks of the 
moment, and that is why we were unable to send our answer 
earlier,

Before you sent the charges to us we knew your views 
through the daily press in which you had already expressed your
selves against the policy of our Party. But we were frankly 
unprepared to receive charges which were nothing more specific 
than the word, “ people’s war.” We would not be honest to 
ourselves nor to you if we did not tell you that we found reading 
your Sub-Committee’s report a painful task ; the author could 
hardly conceal his sneering attitude towards our Party. From 
the leaders of our common organisation we expected a sober and 
serious treatment, if not fraternal, at least not patronising.

From the contents of your report and the very quotations 
you give it is clear enough to us that none of you made any 
serious effort at all to study carefully and with an open mind 
our policy documents. Some of our opponents (we will come 
to them later) have supplied you with ready-made quotations 
and you have strung them together in the report.


