et After the ngtional and State election sesults Became available, this k, @ '
. e, wee e entire f .
the country, every political party and all’ politically conscious e pres o

persofis are passionately discussing

" the' post-clocuon perspective, beforc the. country. This is a healthy sign’ for the growth of Indian

. dcmocracy

"'The. Congms remains thc n;monal ‘ruling party and wilt Bc the blg dommant force ovcr.

';"',Indxan reality and in charge of its course for the next five years. Alongside and as-an Aintegral part

*"-"of the same Pprocess is:the growmg reahty of the continuing loss of mﬂucncc of the Congrcss, both

" “on national and Yocal scale.”

P would - be blindness it’

N ) progressives = outside - the
v - Congress did not.take adequate

accept the .verdict of the

-Indian- people if thinking and -

.honest elements- inside thé

‘Congress fail to make an ago-

nizing re-appraisal of the ne-

gative aspects of their - official

. policy and the significance of

the declme of Congress mﬂu-
“ence.

In the Lok Sabha the Con-

: -.g'res poll has declined from‘

47.7 8percentto45 06: and
its seats from 373 to 348. In

together, ‘the Congress. seats.
have declined from -1,913 in
. 1857 to 1,768 in 1962.-

. 'stressing the
* Congress. position in- the four
_States of ‘Assam, Gujarat, Ma-

harashira .and West Bengal.

T, 'The emeTging chanenge o
- Congress rule, from various

‘which the Congress has; suffer-

" the defeats have: been ' most

where its present massive ma-

has been converted in a mino-
where its strength has been
& 0f 176.10. 88”. Such is the edi-

'torial estimate-of the pro-Co_n-. :

gress Hindy, (March 3).
An integral part of the nu-
merical and polmcal decline of
. the Congress is the menacing
rise- of the Rightist- political
: parties both 6n the pational
and {" State . planes, - except
" .where the Comrnunists were
. strong o .

e ’Commumst

" Vanguard

' India- can be proud of the
fact that wherever, and in
- every Stote where the Com-

. of the main opposition porty,
- meither the Jana Sangh nor
the Swatantra has been able

to make, any headway while
the PSP has suffered ¢ deba-
cle The Communists have

.- geted as the vanguard of the
- nation, barring the .door to
‘the: em:ry ofithe Right in our

cauntry’s _.pog:ty, " ‘awherever

" the Congress held -overwhelm-’
" ing sway and the PSP occupied
" the. strategic position of the

+ Jana Sangh and’ Swatantra and
.. the like have. registered spec-
tacular gains.

; .serious ‘Congressmen. *is’ the

.- grim: fdet that in eight States
_‘of .the Union,  their leadership
‘adopted such a course that the
;reacuonary Right has acquu-ed

stock of the dominant - reality. -
Similarly it will be refusing to -

.view gwen to ‘the
Borba,

all the State Assemblies put ..

- The ‘Congress publicists. areA .
unprovement in

. -sources: are,. “the serious:losses’.

. ed. in eight States all- the way .-
" from’ the Punjab. to Madras,

grievous in Madhya Pradesh -
jority of 174 in a house of 288
.. rity ot four and in Rajasthan-

. reduced from.- 119 in . a house

- ficant victories is all

- munists were in the position -

rong enngh to‘ - the beginning”.

States . where :
" main - pposition- party that ‘the”

. 'What should really shock: an

.the self.-proclanned heir

the status ‘of the-mam opposx-
tion and in the nation’s Parlia-
ment, their representation has

mcrease.d more than. .ever be- :

fore.:

The Prime Mmlster has been
frank enough to admit “a move
towards the

election .results, in an inter-
Yugoslav

The PSP set out to. become
the historic heir to the Con-
gress. It has been literally
wiped out. " The  Free .Press

'Jou.‘rnal (March 1) enﬁtles -its

—by-
P C ]oshl

edmorial on. the “electoral ver-
dict -as “th ticket ' to’ the

PSP,

It stated, "By all ‘accounts
the Pra;a Socialists are_being
shown- as -being "an. unwanted
lot and no one. will miss the:

- party's absence on the political’

stage ‘or in the councﬂs of the
nation”.

It hoisted the bnnk'rupt

banner .of anti-Communism -

. to rally and unite the forces

of reaction. It has met -its

* aell-deseryed fate. - Almost-

~ PSP has been the gain of its
Rightist - allies, the . Jana
Sangh and the ‘Swatantra or
of the Congress.
It gave’ national respectabl-
lity to Indian reaction and de-!

servedly suffered  in national .
- esteem,

In: the States, its 1€8:
seats -have been - reduced to
'149. In the Lok Sabha, ifs 1041
per cent of the votes have been
reduced to 6.88; its seats from
1940 11 .,

The Right havmg won- signi-
out to
challenge the forces of demo-

* cracy, patnotism and -progress’

in our country. Acharya Kri-
palam swore . by .- democrpcy
but is himself not prepared to
accept the verdict of the’ elec-
‘torate, and take to vanaprastha
from the Indian political scene.

The, aged pontiff of the Right °
. has declared that his defeat in'-
: the . North

'Bombay
“was not. thé end of the fight
against Communism “but only

He proclaxmed“‘hls desu'e to
form .a broad<based front to-

re51st the march of . Commu-.-
: nism in India”. He

his firm belief that
against Communism . ‘must _take
precedence even OVer ‘such
vital problems-as ending. com-
munalism ; and hamshmg po-
verty”. -

. This- obvxously means that

Gandhi- is ‘going . fo keep on’

‘hugging -the murderers. of the:
.Mahatma and go on- covering .-

Right in some
.States” as portrayed in the

* everywhere the loss of .the “He is wild against

elections

e?pressed -
‘defence

of

up the alliance w1th commu-

nalism ‘as being npecessary to
fight Communism.

Also the . self-proclaimed
prophet of daridra narayans -

. .is going to keep up- his alli-
" ance with the Swatantra, on
the ground that fighting
Communism is. more import-
.ant_ than, misery under mo-
nopoly. Let there - be no
doubt that the Siwatantra,
Jana Sangh, P.S.P. anti-
Menon cliiance is sought to
' to.be kept and broadened to
become a permanent feature
-of Indian national Tife.
.Reveahng commentary - on
the crypto-McCarthyxte thesis
of Kripalani is: supplied by

" Goenka’s Editor, * Frank Mo-
© raes (Indian Express,

5). He spotlights that “the com-

" parative sucecess of the Swa-

tantra Party in ‘its - political

. debut on the - all-India - and

States stages -has surprised its
friends and dxsconcerted its
-opponents !

He regrettully admxts ‘that

- #another. sighificant  feature of
-the :elections’ was the relative=

. ly. good showing of the Com-
munists at the centre compared °

to the rout of ‘the PSP”.:
He bemoans the . fact’ that
“The P.S.P. comes nowhere in

the picture,” and.is very sorry’

for “the -defeat of Ashok
Mehta”. -
=Pandxt

Nehru. “Since Avadi the So-

cialist ‘guns have been spiked-

by the: Congress, and it is sig-
nificant that in this election,

. ‘Nehru's fire was not concen-

trated on-the- Commumsts as
one would have ' thought it
should . be, put on what he’is
pleased to dub the reactlona-

‘ries and the feudalists.

Hopeful eyes are ngh‘dy cast

towards Morarjibhai. “Whe-
ther . Morar,u Desa; can
retrieve the “situation ~ or let

things ride for:the moment, is
anybody’s guess”. ’

New '
Stirring

The
‘wants to palm off its- McCar-
thyite anti-Communist drive
against India, its-independ-
_ence. and progressive future
under the cover of national
unity.

“At this moment the need i$
tor national unity. and pur-
posefulnas But not the steam-
roller unity towards which the
Prime Minister appears now to
allow himself -to be guided by
his . leftist. colleagues.. The
India which Gandhiji envisag-
ed. was -an India of the Right
and the Left, of brahmins and

harijans, of princes ‘and . pea--
- sants, of" workers and. indus-

trialists”. .

“There are ‘new snmngs of

thought in the country agamst
. .¥ SEE PAGE 17

pfo-Weote‘m Right
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.Congress o - 490°12% 359 '571579,593 - 4173
Communist Party 11':“ 29 1L17,98467 0 938" %
z SP.8.P. R 194 719 ©.1,2542,666 1 1041 %
% JanaSangh R R VT TR T
X Others. - 859 70 31443365 2610
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z 1593 12 482 12,05,13,915 10000 :
i . ‘Uncontested retnrns - o ;
* ** Includes 8 Commnmsl; Party . members who con- ¥
‘¥ - tested on PDF symbol in Telengana. ¥
: ) + Includes 2 Communists elected on PDF symhol. *
* (The larger number of Votes recorded in the 1957 :
: elections is due to the system of double-member consti - :
: tuncies which was given up in the present elections.) :
¥ X
4 c ¥ .
: Communist MPs i
X x
x. 1. G. Yellamanda Reddy (Markapur) Andhm %
% 2. Veermachneni Vimaladevi (Eluru) » ¥
¥ ‘3. Ravi Narayan Reddy (Nalgonda) o -
X 4 K Laxmidas (Mlyalguda) ” %
¥ 5 Kolla Venkayya (Temall) . . T 4
¥ 6. . Y. Eswara Reddy (Cuddappah) D *
»x 7. Narayanaswamy Madala (Ongole) - !
¥ 8. Homi Dajl (Indore) Madhya Pradesh ¥
¥ 9. K. K. Wartler (Trichur) Kerala =~ %
¥ 10 A. K. Gopalan (Kasergode) . %
% 11. P. Kunhan (Palghat) : W ¥
¥ 12. E K. Imbichi Bawa (Ponnani) ' :, X
¥ 13. P, K. Vasudevan Nair (Ambalapuzha) . . %
¥ 14 M K. Kumaran (Chirayinki) ¥
: ~15..'Sarju Pande (Rasra) : Uttar Pradesh x
£ '16. Jal Bahadur (Ghosi) ’ %
¥ ' 17. Dr. Udaykar Mishra (Jamshedpur).  Bihar . X
% 18. XK. Anandan Nambiar (Tiruchy) - Madras :
g 19. R. Umanath Rao (Pudukottai) . 5. ;
%'20. Hiren Mukherjee (Calcutta-Central) W. Bengal *
¥ 21 Indrajit Gupta (Calcutta-South-West) p
¥ 22. Ranendra Nath Sen (Calcuita-East) ”- *-
¥ 23. Dr, Baradish Roy (Katwa) " : :
x 24, Mohmed Elias (Howrah) »
X 25.. Renu Chakravarty- (Barrackpore) " -
X 26 Sarkar Murmu (Balurghat) . X
% 27, Dinendranath Bhattacharya (serampore) » 5 '
%X .28, - Probhat Kar (Hooghly) - %
% .29. Dashrath Deb Barman (Tripura-East) 'I‘rlpura i ’*r -
¥ 30 Biren Dutta (Tripura-West) ” ¥
i : INDEPENDENTS SUPPOBTED BY CPI :
¥ 1. A V, Raghavan (Badagara) ' Keérala". ¥
X 2.:.8. K. Pottekkat: (Tellicherry) . 5
% 3. P, 8. Nataraja Pillai (Trivandrum) *
% 4 Mandali Venkataswamy (Masulipatam) Andhra’ X
5 5.7 8. M. Banerjee - (Kanpur) uPrP. *.
¥ 6 Lals Kashiram (Alwar). = ‘Rajasthan, X
*

1

CcPIl

* Uncontested returns '

** Includes Homi Daji elected trom Indore-Dhar
e ﬁepend:ﬁlt
ong others are inclnded six Ind endents <
ported by the Communis{ Party (tg’;'ee in x;:ﬁ,
.one in Andhra, one in Uttar Pradesh and one in*
Rajasthan) who have been elected. These Inde-

- pendents together polled.a fotal of 10,10 050 votes
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| Unprecedented mass response to the CPI in Jamshedpur.

Wlth a 100 per cent mcrease in the number of
.Commumst members in the Legislative Assembly ;of

- Bihar (from six to twelve) the significant victory of its

candidates in the Steel city of Jamshedpur and the
electxon of the first Communist member - -of Parlia-

) ‘ment from Bihar, the CP1 umt in the State can very

be proud of its record in the general elections.

B UT a proper appralsal re-
quires that these achieve-
ments be measured against

. the background of and in re-
.. lation to the demands of the
‘situation.
_general  elections " in" Bihar -

" The results of

have revealed, on-a smaller

e _scale, the same contradictory:

tendencies, same complexity
of situation. which more or

.. less obtains all over the coun-
. ry s
s ‘Growmg B

- 'Dzscontent SR

While the most lmportant :
_aspect of the situation ~re- .

mains the growmg dlscon-
tent .-against the’
" popular policies of Con-
gress, revealed in its sharp-
1y reduced majority from

<. 210 to 185 in a house of 318,

* Taets show that in the main,
this- discontent -has  been
.channelised and- exploited

- by the forces of Right re-

- action.

LIt is the 8watantra Party
which- has- emerged as the

main’ opposition, in the State -

"~ Legislature. It has increased

its strength in the Assembly:

‘from .23 to .30. The Jana

_ Sangh, which coiild not, sue-
. ceed anywhere in 1957, enderg-

»ed onthe nolitical scene wit.h

- three members

" The - PSP, which is more

right .than-left, has-not been.

. -able to maintain its strength.
.. Is strength is reduced from-.
31 t0.29. tts State President

- Basawan Singh lost heavily to.

the - State Congress President

" 'Abddl Qayum Ansari in the’
" traditional PSP working class
. stronghold, Dalmlanagar

- The Jharkhand. also lost

". heavily with only 20-of its’

men in Assembly as - agalnst

© 32In 1957. L
: . The other’ “gainer on . the'

‘left, besides the CPI, _is the

... Socfalist Party which has in- .

creased strength from one to
,_seven T «

Of Jharkhand losses, Ionr

.have gone to the Congres :
" PAGE- 'rwo -

anti- -

‘six to the 5watantra and two

“to the CPL
- For the rest the CPI, Socla-

lists .and’ Swatantra have all -

gained ‘at the cost of the Con-
gress. But_the gains.of the
latter are by far more numer-

ous. - The emergence of the.

Swatantra™ as " the second

. party in Bihar constitutes a -

warning . of an impending
danger which if ‘unchecked in
time will- ‘'mean - an end of
all that. the people of our
country have stood and stri-

‘ven for-during the glorious

struggle for freedom as well
as after independence.

At the’same time, it re-
veals ‘the. weakness of the
democratic for¢es in Bihar,

- their incapacity. to have
forewarned,
mass discontent against the

. Congress  in - progressive
. directions and, thus, to pre-

- vent the. advance of reac-
“tiom,

But the emergence of the
latter reveals more than any-

; thing else the rot that has set .
- 'in the Congress-in Bihar, its

political .and organisational
disintegration. For in fact, -1t
needs’ to be noted - that the
successes of the Swatantra in
Bihar are not the result of
any direct accession. of streng-

th to this party.among the -

masses. Its victories are Con-
gress-made. They were made

-possible- by .the direct active

support given by Congress-
men themselves against bro-
ther Congressmen.

Nehru =
Duowned

It was at the Congress ses-
sion. at Patna that Prime
Minister Nehru  sounded the
bugle of the Congress election
campaign .on a note of oppo-
sition ‘to.forces of = reaction,
communalism and- casteism.

-During hig . election tour in -
.Bihar that remained the do- -

mlnant note of his: speeches.

_But Jawaharlal ° is the . lone )
campalgner of his - party to
conduct political campaigns.

to . channelise’

‘While the Bihar ' Chief
Minister, Binodanand Jha,
talked glibly-and denonnced
the Communists as traitors
to the country, he and his

. ilk remained tongue-tied in
face of the Swatantra ons-
-laught against land. ceilings,
cooperative farming, - State

sector and socialism, and in

face of the communal pro-
paganda let loose by the
Jana Sangh.- .

It only showed that many’

Congressmen and leaders in
Bihar are in’ fact  hidden
Swatantrites and Jana San- .
ghites. Not only. politically
they paved the way for the
Swatantra victory, but orga-
nisationally they planned for
the victory of the Swatantra
and Jdna. Sangh . candidates
not only against “the Com-
munists but also against Con-. -

gressmen in all those consti-.

tuencies where the candidates
were men of the rival Con=
gress group. ' '

To take but one . example.
Transport. Minister - Zawar
Hussain was defeated In Zera- .

. From_ .,
ALI ASHRAF

del, President Rajéndra Pra-
sad's home constituency be-
cause. Congressmen ' helped
and worked for his Swatantra
opponent.

lim$ t6 vote Jana Sangh in

the neighbouring  constitu- .

ency of Siwan. No ~ wonder
Zawar Hussain and Shankar-
nath Vidyarthi,
gressmen lost, helping -the
Swatantra and Jana Sangh'

candidates to win.

‘On the other hand, where
Congressmen fought united-
ly as in Hazaribagh, they
could make a dent - in the
Swatantra stronghold In -
1957 the Janata Party had
captured all the .seats in°
Hazaribagh, the ancestral
home and gamindari of the
Raja of Ramgarh, Now . in
the present elections, -the -
Raja, despite all his wvast -

- resources and meoney, lost
four seats to-the Congress
in his very stronghold.

~* ' NEW AGE.

Zawar Hussain's -
‘supporters avenged - themsel- -
ves by mobilising even .Mus- "’

- both Con-*

] ou.

This politlcal and- organisa
tional. disintegration of Con-
gress- and - tense  factlonal
division affecting all its work
is' undoubtedly the result of-
‘growing  mass * -discontent
against its anti-people poli-
cies and its growing isolation ’
from the people.

Lacking any . progressive -
‘political orlentation and fac-
_tionally divided, the Bihar

- Congress leaders made. indis- -

criminate use of casteism as
their main’ weapon against
their opponents, -both inside:
the Congress and outside. The

Congress election. campaign at -

the State’ level is only caste
propaganda .

Caste
Factor
And when this happened .

the flanks were left wide open
for  all'’ reactionaries, open

.- communalists and casteists to

walk in. As a resnlt, the Mis-
lim Congress’ candldates were
the worst casualties; But this
has harmed the democratic
movement as a_whole.

The Cl’l lost five out of-
- the six seats it had won in
1357, the exception being
Jamshedpur where"
-won an absolute majonty of
votes! The Communist group
leader ' in the Assembly, -
Karyanand'. ‘Sharma, was,
. also not returned.  Since
- Sharmaji’s - main - support_
.came from the working
DPeasantry, who belonged to
the so-called ‘backward
castes, the Congress leaders
resorted to the .diabolical
‘method of setting up an-.
. -other candidate from : that
caste. on the Swatantra
ticket.

This plan was directly en-
gineered by the Thana Con-
gress President, Jaglalmahato
who was the hidden. patron
and guide-of the Swatantra-
‘candidate to.the . extent of
almost’ jeopardising the chan-
ces of the Congress itself.- -

Besides, the PSP, too, be-
canie very obliging and Gita
Prasad reappeared from the
* obseurity of ‘Jai Prakash Na-
rain’s Sekhodeors Ashram to
contest and divide ant1-Con-
gress votes,”

“The Bihar Commlttee ot
" the CPI in one of its pre-elec--
tion réports made a candid
assessment  that, excepting,
the working class centre of

.

it has

Jamshedpur, there is no conhs-
tituency in the State - where*
‘the: Communist Party could -
-be sald to he a declsive force
itself. Only the unity of the
:democratlc forces could hope
to win.

The CPL in the face of all.
the weapons in the armoury-

. of its enemies—the India-
/China border issue " raised
" by the Chief Minister, the
fiood gates of casteism open-
ed by Congress - reactiona-

. ries and .. ‘others,- religious
fatwahs-issued in. the name

of Islainic' canonical  law
- and religious .-appeals by.
‘many Ulenia of the Jamiat
~boldly stood up and strove -
hard to build and presérve-
. the democratic unity of the
- people against all the. ons- -

“laughts of the reactionaries,

inside and-outside the Con-
<gress. ’

-Its success * in winnln 12
seats in the Assembly- and the
first seat in the nation’s Par-

lament from Bthar is-a tri- -

bute .to its. efforts in the
cause of the democratic unlty

" of the people. -

.

At the same time, the’
. Party lost ma.ny seats - due’
to mistakes of a sectarian
- nature where due attentnon
was not given to the -pro-
blem of forging unity with.
_other dmocratic - ‘elements.
Sectarianism also manifest-
ed itself in organisation and
failure to build broad: demo-
cratic mass booth and cons-
~tituency committees, This,
too, is responsible tor not'a
few reversee. .

'Need' Fo_r’ ,
Unrw

COmmunist sdccess in Bihar, .
remarkable in " itself, is no-
where sufficlent to meet the
fast growing  challenge of
reaction
coming months and years will .
demand utmost efforts from -
the Party in rousing the

amasses gainst : the anti-peo- .
. ple policles. of Congress Gov-

ernment, against the poison -’
of caste and communal dis-
ruption, for national® JYntegra-
tion.and  broad democratic
unity in the .interests of na-
tional advance and. socialism.

That alone can deteat reac~ . -

tion’s fast wln challen
in- Bihar growing ge

N

of Imaratsharigh, dispenser - '

in the ‘State. The

: mncnu 1962 -
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- been announced.
. ¢laims made by the Congress

<

*-Methods -

ANDHRA-DEMOCRATS GAIN

i The Secretarl#t of the Andhra Pradesh Councll
: of the Communist Party of India has released the

following resoution passed at its meeting held- on
Mhirch 2,71962, reviewing the general aspects of the

third general elections:
“T HE third ge_neral elec-

tions-have just conclu- -

‘ded and all the results had
‘The loud

leaders and a section of the
daily’ press that the Congress
had scored. heavy. gains can-
not, -however, - conceal - the

patent fact that the Congress .
_ party had lost 61 seats, .

- “Similacly it cannot but-be -
' recognised that the Commu-
‘nist Party had increased its

strength " in the Legislative

- Assembly by 16 seats having.
improved its- position from 35

seats to 51 seats. -The inde-

pendents  supported by -the*

Communist Party have- also
been returned to the Assemb-
ly ln %':onsiderable numbers. -

Improper

“The Congress ~party de-
pended to some extent on
the past- achievements _of
the Congress.  But mainly
-it had depended on corrupt
. and improper methods,
‘“The . Congress - ministers

" have . abused . thelr _official

power in. several constituen-
cies in different ways for the
success of their party. Never.
“before h\a.d the Ministers per-

- . formed so many foundation- -
. stone. laying or inauguratlon

ceremonies. |,

" «Promises galore:had, been ~

made of jobs and other’ bene-

_fits to individuals as well as
-~ to communities. ‘The callous

- abuse of the official = power

"had reached the very limit.

“Money . had been spent

- like water to buy votes. As
rules, a ~candidaté. -

per the-
contestlng for1 an’ asseinbly

" seat should not incur an ex- .
penditure of more than seven -

thousand -rupees. -But there

. is, perhaps, not a single Con-

gress candidate who had not

. exceeded’ that amount. Many

Congress candidates including

- Ministers had spent from one-

lakh to six lakh rupees. Votes

" had been’ bargained -for and . |

purchased =~ as if they were

. commodltles in the market for
" sale.

-f“'l'he monthing of the

slogan of prohibition Hhad -

.not prevented the Congress
candidates from resorting

to ‘the free distribution. ofv -
illicit liguor on a very large B
~ scale as a method of gett-.

. ing round the voters, Their

ultimate resort to intoxicat-
= jng spirits to influence -the"

voters demonstrated to what
".extent Congress had dege-
nerated.
“wThe Congress leaders and

. the police had joined hands
" to perpetraté terror and vio-

Ience on Commuhist workers.
and ‘voters in ‘the Telangana

ts and particularlyin ]
Ystrle by A bed ' ‘these: independents as-

Nalgonda, Warangal “.and
Khammam.
“The Chief. Mlnister who

" “holds the ‘Home portfolio had

deliberately utilised the police
to help these -violent raids,
It js well :known - how = the

 Chief Minister himself, both

during - and before elections,
had helped . to -vitiate -the -

; peaceful atmosphere by incit- ©

ing people to violence with his

-violent  and rabid anti-Com-
munist ‘speeches.

: “Despite - all -these, the
Congress could only retain

"". its position as the majority -
" “party. But 1t Tost 61 of its
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" defeated. .

seats. ‘Four mlnlsters in-

-three - ex-
Ministers were defeated. The

<. Chairmen of Guntur, Chit-"~

tor, Cuddapah, Anantapur,

Kurnool, Warangal, Karim. -

. nagar 'and Visakhapatnam
_ Zilla  Parishads and . the
chairman of the Telangana

. Regional  Committee who .

had all contested on the-

Congress ' ticket were defea-

ted.

“The three leaders of the:
handlodm weavers who. had -
been accustomed to treat the.
handloom cooperative socleties
as their personal estdtes were.
Many prominent
Congressmen in different dis-

tricts were also defeated.

“As a result of these élec-
tions, the Left opposition had

_been ~further strengthened.

The reactionary’; Jana Sangh
had been defeated in ail the
seats it had contested. The
Swatantra Party which " had

eighteen seats in the assembly: -

previously -was ~able to in-

crease its strength - by only
one seat; ° .
“The Commnmst

" however, has increased .its
strength from 35 seats to .51
seats. There were . only
four . Communist-supported

Independents. in the. previ- .

. ous assembly. In the pre-
* sent elections, the Commu-
nist - Party supported 52
~,lndependents, 23 of them
. were - réturned.  Some of

these independents are poli--

" tically. close to the Party..
Independen_ts
Encouraged -

“The Congress leaders dub-

‘useless, ‘and tried . to-prevent
them from getting elected by
the people. But the Commu-
nist  Party. concentrated - in

some seats, . while In many

others ‘had ' encouraged and
supported the independents.

It :campalgned for their suc--

cess to the best of its abilities.

“The Communist Party scor--
ed many victories. in these
elections. It had successfully
fought back the offensive.of
the ruling class and retained
its. position in' Nalgonda dis-

‘some minor: losses

I

‘Reverses

Party,

trict though its sustained -

: “In Guntur dlstrlct the
Party ~ had scored notable

gains. -
“In West Godavari Krishna,

‘Medak and -Khammam - dis-
tricts, it had . increased’ fits '-

“strength.
cluding the . Deputy Chief
.. Minister - and

“Above all, it ‘had
considerably. to its strength-
by gaining three seats both in
Visakhapatnam and. - Chittor
districts. . While in the past,
there were only ten districts-
from where Communist mem-
bers hailed, now they repre-
sent fourteen -districts. N

“Though the Communist
party lost three of the four

“seats it previously had in the.
‘Lok Sabha, It gained seven.

seats. ‘It helped- the suc-
cess of one independent by
supportino hlm

Serious

“The -Communist Party, no
doubt, gained these successes,
but it had also suffered some
serious reverses.. . The Secre-
tariat cannot overlook thls
fact. ~

. “In Karimnagar dlstrlct
- it had lest all its assembly

1

above.

- added

distrlcts Independents and
others
strength. .

“The Secretariat expras- o
ses its gratitude to the vot- .

' ers,-the people of Andhra -
Pradesh, friends and sym-.

toiled day and night,” who
alone made these snccessfnl
results possible, *

“The. success of the Com-
munist Party and that of the
Independents supported by it .
is a victory of the people. The
Swatantra party had . money
behind . it. The Congress had
both money and power. It
had made use of every arti-
fice and device, whether moral
or. immorsal, to secure votes.
It had cajoled the voters. It
had threatened thein. It had
tried - to deceive them. Tt

- made use of castelsm and

used liquor on a large scale,

“The, Communist Party, on
the other hand, did not buy
votes. It did.not resort to
lies and  deceits.
appeal to caste feelings nor
did it serve liguor. It had

-mainly relied on political pro-

paganda and the . conscious-
ness of the people. - It had

A teature of the electlon cam palgn was the numerons small mass meetings, like the one

seats Snmilariy in" Edst pinned its faith on clean and

Godavari,
" Nellore districts, it had lest
a majority of its seats. In
Srikakulam, )
better its position.”  Seme
prominent leaders and some
important fuhctionaries of
the Party were defeated.

. *“The Party. will carefully

-nisational reasons for these
losses and draw the necessary
lessons from these -defeats. It
will seek to-establish - closer
lnks with the people than jn
the past by wider and persis-
tent mass work through mass
organisations.and at the same
time, make _ every - effort  to
strengthen the “organisation.

“It-realises that mass work
-and : stronger - organisation
alone can rectify these weak-
nesses. - :

“In Andhia Pradesh taken
as' a whole, the Congress has
lost its strength considerably.
Its monopoly power has-been
weakened. It sustained severe
losses in Rayala.seema dis-

\tricts It succeeded only in -
‘two seats out of: eleven ‘in’
_ Cuddapah district. _Similarly,
it gained only - seven' out of,
sixteen in Chittor and seven
-oub ot fourteen in Anantapur
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it could not ~

- assess’the political and orga--

B

Warangal ' and  heaithy methods.

“The ‘victories that the Con-
gress scored by resorting to
money, liquor, deceit and
casteism and .divisions
amongst the people are bound -
to be only t.empora.ry 1n

_ character.

“The Communist Party had
participated in these elections
with full confidence .- that by
adopting clean and - healthy
.means, it would help to poli-
tically awaken: the masses and

score abiding victories in the .

long run.

Stronger
Opposition

“The lack of a powerful op-
position in the -last Assembly
had subjected . the people of
Andhra to many burdens and
difficulties. The people are
aware of them only too keen-
‘ly.: The Congress has  used

its immense majority only to -

abuse power in its selt-
interest,

“But - the opposition has

emerged much stronger in the,

present; Assembly. . It niow has’_

the opportunity to" -exert some-

* pressure in- favour of more

progressive pollcies in - the

increased their )

_pathisers of the Party and:
) ~the Party workers who had .

1t did not -

P Snndara.yya

golltlcal economic and social
elds

““The opposition has more -
strength to resist the anti-
people policies of the Con--
gress government. .

“It - would s'upport the
Government .- whenever - it
brings ‘good to the people.

. The Congress should learn
the lessons of this.election
and adopt and practise -
progressive - policies.  The
people have elected the
Communists and also. -the
Independents supported by
them in large numbers - so
-that they become the de-
mocratic. weapon ' to  resist

- all attempts to impose fresh
-burdens - and oppose - its

. anti-people policies.

“The Communist Party
will resist- with all its.power,

- if the government tries to .

sride rough-shod on the rights

and liberties of the people.

. “A large number of Inde-
_pendents have been elected. -
* They have been chosen by the
people in preference to the.
Congress candidates. . -They
won as a result of the strong
resentment among the people
to the wdy the Congress con-

- ducted ltself in the govern- -

‘ment,

“We" hope these Indepen-
dents will realise the political
responsibility the people had.
placed on them -and work to
build. a strong, consistent and-
democratic opposition. ‘-

Vote For

Progress

“The Secretarlat hopes
"that the Congress leaders
would ponder over the fact

why the people rejected the .

Swatantra party and - elecs
ted the Communist Party
- as the :main- opposition
" party. The people express-
ed their preference for more

progressive = policies, - in un- -

.mistakable terms. .

*“The members elected on
behalf'  of - the -Communist -
Party would forge closer links
with the people and reflect in
in Assembly their troubles and. -
tribulations
their betterment -and rights.

“The Secretariat assures-
that the Communist members
would not. abuse -their statis
as MLAs to obtained licences,

permits or in any way . use -

their position for self-aggran--
disement, They would exert
their every nerve so that the
people would be happler and
‘their lot jmproved.
“However, if the Commn-
nist Party’s work in-the As-
_sembly. is to succeed, it
must be combined with a
“vigorous . and - _sustained
movement of the people
outside the legislature. .
“The peoples’ organisa-
tions must. - be alive
active.’

sation of the”
Party should be strong. '

“The Secrétariat appeals to .

all’ Party members and Party
workers to immediately take
up these tasks and work

.amongst, -the. people " with"

sreater zeal and conﬁdence.’f
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-and - fight for

. ‘and
They should be. .
strengthened . The organi- '~
Commnnlst




‘A staggering pattern has emerged from the rather

i comphcated ‘electoril situation in Uttar Pradesh, The

-deep and bitter'discontent against the Congress regime,
. which had been welhng up within people’s hearts, has, .
-on'oné hand, led to the ignominous defeat of a number

of Ministeis and other léaders whose persons had be-
-.come symbols of the corrupt, mefﬁclent and anti-

most unexpectediy and are they do’ not permit of simple

certainly not PSP- seats.in generalisations. ‘They- would

the sense that -those who not be’ attempted in this des-
" have been elected are not patch.

PSP men, For, neither the ﬂgures of

The PSP had put up Asoka
Mehta from a - traditional °

parties indicate their , true
pocket borough - of theirs—in -

- strength, nor do they indi-

the seats won by various .

" ~mation

:'people pohcies ‘of the ruling party.

H‘US “Finance Minister-

Har Govind Singh; Minis-

- ter of. State for Cooperatives -
-and Spors (this because he "~

-owned a-sports shop!) Mangla
Prasad; Minister of State for
Industries and. Information

" Rauf Jafri; Health  Minister
Kailash Prakash - Deputy -

Minister. for . Education Ram
Swarup Yadav; Deputy Minis-
ter- for Labour Wasi Naqvi;
and Dep“ty Minister .- for
Revenue ' Bhagwatl . Prasad
‘Shukla, | ‘have fallen, "~

Ministe'rs'-__ _
Toppie ST

. The President”of the U P
‘PCC, Ajit Prasad- Jain, M.P

‘(ex-Food ~ Minister in - the .
** Central .- Governiment) -
. - Beni Singh, General Secretary

- of the U. P: PCC have also
- gone down before the.fury of .

-and

the people.

Even' the Speaker, A G

* . Kher and Deputy Speaker,

. .R. N..Tripathi- (who. had, un-

" "fortunately for him and the
progressive ‘movement, been -
.persuaded ° to-join . the:Con- .
. gress only-a few weeks before ,

the elections) of the State ‘As-.

- sembly have not been spared.
’ ex-Ministers . -
.. - ke Mohan “Lal . ‘Gautam, .
*. Laxmi Raman Acharya Kali
Charan Agrawal, - * Virendra,
' Verma, and Sultan Alam Khan

- Some . of the

have ‘also gone down. Others

. Mke  Muishwar Dutt - Upa-.
" dhyaya, . cx-President. of the
' U. 2. PCC, Dr. B. V. Keskar,

Central Minister for Infor-

Satisii Chandrs, Central - De-

»- ¢+ puty Minister for - Commerce
. .and Industry, -S. -
‘Singh, M.P., have also shared -
" the same tragic fate at -the.

Jogendra

"hands of ‘the State’s eleeto-

: rate*

As & whole, the ruling party

has suffered a loss of 182 seats .
“in house of 430 - . ~

In the 1957 iﬂect‘ions the
-Congress had secured - 286
seats and 42.42 per cent of
" the total votés as compared
with 390 seats and 4795 per

Tcent of the {otal votes
which it had received in the
1952 general elections. In

1, “the third general elections,

it as got 248 seats and only
36.32 per .cent of the total
. wvotes,

It has, thus got ‘only 32 -

. - seats more than the 216 re- -
.- quifed for- -having an absolute ’

B ~majorlty These - figures of-
- the three general elections al-

s0 show the sloping curve ot

* its popularity-in the State. - -
.- Minus ¢he financial resour- -

) ces.-and the backing provided
.+.. 10 it by its being in-control of
”.- the State machinery and Pan-
.. dit Nehru, what would have .

beex: -the fate of the Congress,
it is not-difficult to see. - -

On.the “other hand, the
»saxhe bursting sense - of - dis-
content, feeding itself further
on-the disunity and - interne-

" -cine warfare of the democratic’ .
socialistieally .inclined = -

‘and-
- parties, has produced a shock-

... ingly heavy crop of poisonous
* "~ _weeds in the form mainly ot
the -Jana Sangh,

P From 17- seats
. per _centrvotes that it had

- and- - Broadesasting, .

and 9.84 .

received in . the second
_ general elections, the Jana
Sangh has now increased its

seats to 48 and votes to 16. 47

,'per cent of the total.

The 15 Swatantraites, two
Hindu Mahasabhaites and at
“least half of the eight Repub-
licans, -apart from a few of

the independents, should also

be -added into this category.

.“They: together have obtained

about 7.50 per cent of the to-
tal votes . cast in the
general elections Inu.p. .

. The Jana Sangh has now
become the second party in
U. P, both in terms of its

- seats and ‘the votes cast. for

it. It has also secured seven
- Lok Sabha seats from U. P.
" The parties of the right
‘have, thus, amassed a total
.. of-‘about 70 seats and nearly
a quarter of the entire vote.
- ‘As against these figures, the
PSP the SP, and the CPI have
acquired 38, 24 and 14 (plus

_ three supparted by the Party)

seats, and 11.44, 8.23 and 5.11
per cent respectively of the
total votes..

. .Tlogether they have 76
seats in the new house and
.have got nearly 25 per cent

_.of the total votes. And it

- should be considered doubt-
ful if all'the persons who
have ‘been elected on the
PSP and SP tickets - really
represent sccialist or even
democratic ideology or in-
chna ons. .

PSP’s , .
Fallure o ‘ -

. The tallure of the PSP and
the SP was largely foreseen.
Yet-when it came and the
form in which it came Deople
were shocked.
__ Trilokl . Singh, ex-General
Sécretary-of the all-India PSP
and leader of the Opposition
in the State Assembly lgst
even his ‘deposit in his fight
agalnst an_ obscure mohalla
Congressman. -

Deputy leader of the. PSP
in the Assembly, Narain Dutt

. Tewari, .too; -fell ingloriously

and so did its several other
Ieaders such as Gaurt Shankar
‘Ral, Surath Bahadur Shah,

" Pratap Singh, Udit Narayan

‘Tewarl (President of the State
PSP). " - i

- - From some of its districts

the PSP has been wiped®

"out. The number of seats
it has'secured does not indi-
cate the exient of the slump
it has suffered in the esti-
mate of the people. Many
of those ‘seats have come

Jai Bahadur- Singh -

Deoria. But .he, too, met his

- cate the extent to .which

P

third .

Waterloo there, losing to a.
district Congress leader by, -
about 20,000 votes. .Nearly a
lakh ‘and a half had -~ been ° ous evil ideologies. :
spenl in Deoria to nurse this . For instance, the rot that
and other-seats of the PSP, the Congress organisation ‘has
it the reports that are current- revealéd during- these elec-
have substance. - tions has.made_ even import-
The PSP had contested 285 ant people in if say that the .
seats, 165 of these - lost depo- Congress-is finished, ‘that this -
sits. is the last five year gspell of .
The SP had contested 268 - power that the  Congress, will
seats. In 72 per cent of these enjoy.
it.lost deposits. Its leader Raj . ‘- Others say that- though vic-
Narain Singh, now President tory has been achieved this
of the All India SP, lost his time the values for -which the
seat Iin his home constituency, Congress has - stood all this
so did Braj Raj Singh, 8. P S time have been- wantonly

our democratic, secular life
-and its value as a whole

have been corroded by vari-

leader in the Lok Sabha.

" sacrificed, that.now not ideas

Prabhu Narayan Singh and . and ideologies, but castes will
Jagdish Awasthi, . two other determine victory or defeat at
important members of the 'SP the polls, and so on. .

in the Lok Sabha, -
their seats. )

also lost

Z. A. Ahmiad~
The 'SP has secured only

-

Congress
Demorahsed

I have had j:he opportunity

of discussing ‘many.of these.
things with :some of the top

men, apaft from . ordinary

' workers, of the Congress and,
with rare exceptions, they all-

Spoke more
same strain.

I had never heard such .
bitter talk as I have heard
during: the last’ few days

., since after the results came
out. X had also never before
heard so much and so
genuinely felt talk of . the
coming inevxtable doom of
the Congress.
~ May be some of all this is

due to the upsets received in

or less in the

two of the 50 Lok Sabha the elections. May be some of

seats it had contested. Dr.

it is only 2 ficeting feeling of

Lohia has, of course, lost, disabpointment ~and dismay.

- but so badly that he has be-
gun to think of winding up
his party! This is the feel-
ing he has expressed in a

- Maybe. But there should be
no: doubt' that there is "also’

‘much in this talk that:is tra-

cally too true.

. statement issued by ‘him- I the course of these elec-

after his defeat. He says he

tions I have also had-the op-

never imagined ° he woulg Portunity of coming in rather

lose so badly.

In these el Congress * workers.
e ections g P h%? large ﬂi!i?‘.'i’ have ceased to have:
many reputations, reputations . any politics, unless it be com-
of those ke .Asoka Mehts DMunal-or caste politics.

become the graveyard

and Dr. Lohia who have-fail-

ed to respond to the needs - cOrrect to describe it as com--

close contact of the:ordinary -
By and

Perhaps, it would be -more

and urges of our people and munal or caste feeling,  for

who, blinded by their anti-
Communism, have systemati-

cally divided and weakened 2T¢ Still' mot preponderant,

those who have'communal or
caste politics in the.Congress

the democratic movement and - 2lthough few ‘in it are reluc-

struggles of the people for -

food, emnloyment and demo-

cratic rights.
The reports of what actu-
transpired during the

elections are still coming ‘for nis ertading work against -
1o the Jana Sangh and the RSS .
ad, in the recent elections, °

and they would still take some-
time to be assimilated
assessed. But it 15 obvious

VSarju Pandey -
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tant to use these in the elec-

tiohs.

I have been told of a story,
by an ' ex-Minister, that a
-Congress leader who 13 known

joined hands with the Jana’

- Jharkhande Bai

Sangh to achieve electoral
victory! .

Ordinary Congress worker

. today cannot speak, He can-

‘not defend the Congress, or-

-its - 'professed -policies " of
ceiling, - cooperatives,
"larism, public sector, socia-
lism, ete. . He is politically
the most -helpless being you
can imagine. The  Congress
has ceased to be what it

secu- -

-Similarly, the Jana Sangh

_or, for the matter

of that, -

" Right reactionaries have worn .’

many masks in. these

mask of the Congressman at
one .place,
have appsared in the garb of
a PSPer, and at yet another

place in the red robes of a

red-hot Lohia Socialist. Some

of them have become Repub- -
licans and sported the slogan, -

“Muslim-Jatav bhai-bhai, Yeh

Hindn ‘qoum’ kahan se Ayi!” -

(Muslims and Chamars are
brothers, but from where has,
this .alien tribe of Hindus
come!) : RS

‘At-least this writer -has "

no doubt that the discon-
~fent against .the <Congress

elec- -
tions. If they- have worn the,

it another fhey :

and its rale has been gross~ -

ly underestimated; the peo-

ple’s feeling of resentment .

- ‘and desire for:change and .

- better life have, too, been

equally grossly underassess-

ed.

The splitting roles of the
PSP and &P and such groups

havé played havoc with the’

morale and strength ~ of the
people, they have polsoned

their healthy democratic and_

socialist iurges.

“The.Jaha Sangh and thé
other reactionaries have come . -
riding on the scene on this - -

ommpresent lava of discon-
tent,

Communist LT
Courage

Communist -
. cadre who have tried to main-
tain some standards, “~They
alone " have . discussed and
raised and’ posed political

issues and suggested their bold .

solutions.
‘‘They .alone have stood like

- a rock against the shattering

waves 0f communsal and caste

Inthispictureitlsonlythe' e
P and " its - -

frenzy. And they alone con-

stitute the hope of all those
who wish to fight against the
reactionary forces.

- It today there is general
talk of unity to fight against

communalism .of the majo- .

rity community and of the

need to forge unity among -

. the” socialistic -
parties and people

groups, .
in the State it is equally due

minded

to the courageous work done

by the Communist Party in

_the State, It appears that~

the situation. is . pregnant

with moves for such unity .-

- of the democratic,
forces.

The 14 seats and nearly 55

secular

. per cent votes received by the
Party will help in the erystal-

.lisation- of such ideas and,
perhaps, in the realisation of
‘such moves. Three indepen-

dents supported by .the Party -

have also won ln the elec-
tions .

- The Party has got two seats

- in the Lok Sabha and another
people’s teader suported by it,
. 'S."M. ‘Bannerji has ‘also" won-
‘with ‘& thumping- = majority. .

They will ‘all ‘help and assist
- this proce5s. R
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: ,.‘.:of the Communist. Party of Indin met-on March 2 to -

: THE Secretariat of the

cli “of - the Communist: - Party.
- of ‘India. ‘expresses ‘its heart- .

o The Secretanat of the West Bengal State Council

~discuss . the " election ' results, 1ssued the followmg
e *.statement to the press- SR : :

e

West Bengal State Coun-
seats, . .and’ increased
strength by two, . L7

,. ous megularrties V tae

conduct o£ the poll.

joy for all secular non-¢o.

- munal.and progressive ‘forces

‘irrespective - of - their-.party

v "By its_, malpractices and-

" insidious ~methods, the West
‘* - Bengal ‘Cohgress .. has”amply- .

Front Our Front alone ‘has demonstrated . -how,

won - 12 out. of 36 Lok Sabha -our Constitution and: electoral

its” laws, the’ elections can:be de-

graded and:rigged.- Those who *

-affiliations, that - not one. can-

any.-other communal organi-
sation - ‘has ’ been‘ returned-
‘either’ to the State Assembly
or Lok Sabha. Slmilarly, nota

- despite-

didate of the Jana Sangh or

‘single ‘candidate of the Swa-_.

felt thanks to the millions of

‘ -the..call:-of -the -United  Left = |
Front and: supported it in
t.he General Elections ’

'-ali -those . fighting’ men ~and.
. women—our: dear. friends ‘and .
- well-wishers—for: their’ brave
‘end’ untiring" efforts ‘and 'for
their ‘great -sacrifice “for- the
“‘cause of our.victory. Indeed, :
At is this glorious role on their.
part that - transformed.’our C
election campaign into ;& -
magnificent State-wide poli-»

"West Bengal's democratic
movement under the leader- -
‘ship of the United Left Front
e S . has well held its- grout;id agg.-
inst the most’ despera bid by :

We are. deeply gratetul e the . Congress .and . the - worst -
* exploiters. of the: people In
‘this bid, all elementary codes
of democratic behaviour, -all
fundamental rules of. frée and
Iair - elections and. indeed all
‘sound’ principles were thrown
to the winds by the Congress

o "Power of big money, the

- BACK -

.. MARCH-11,1862 -

“Our main electoral objec-
-tive of breaking the mono--

poly of political power: of =

--the Congress .in ,this_ State
. of West Bengal hasnot-been

; _',achieved The Congress has
- again returned to power. -

‘This has understandably

caused disappointment  and,
- . sorrow ‘among the vast' sec-

tions of our people. who. have
so-abundantly . supported us

and: who ' wanted - to.see .the
. Congress misrule in this state-
- end, Our Party fully shares,

these popular feelings

A .
oIt we have not been able '

/.to defeat the Congress and

. oust .3t from the Govern-

:.ment, neither has the:Con-

gress succeeded in pushing

pack  West Bengal’s demo=
cratic - - movement --of ounr
Party and the United Left,

Front. The fond dreams of

the - Congress - leaders - to -

o browbeat and push back the

: democratic .miovemernt -re-
mains as’ ever unfnlﬂlled.

. “The: massive poll in sup-

' port of ‘our- Front and- the

many seats we have won not.

" only underscore the ' great

‘vitality . of - the .democratic

- movement: but also- point to
: the . great possibilities belore

- '“In this connection, no one

" can ignore the fact that not
" only have we retained the

three Lok Sabha seats In Cal-

" cutta as 'against one stil held
-+ by the Congress but some new -
: Lok Sabha: .seats- in’ other
. parts: of: the State have now.

: come to the United Ieft’

- quate,

| tradi: Government’ machinery . and
3‘.’,31},’? ?é;?c::c‘;ﬁnesy adl: the advantages-the Congress
- ‘enjoys because of its control
) of the Government were un~.
CON GRESS ashamedly pressed 'into ser-.
: vice for the electoral ends of

the ruling Party. Limitless
funds‘ were ‘lavishly used “for
bribery and corrtption,

"‘Further, the. COngress ex- o
- ploited religious"
‘and encouraged communalism.
‘ahd-: provincialism without

-any scruples whatsoever '

sentiments

" “In a namber of- constitu- 7

encies, including 'some in
Calcutta and its industrial

belt, the Cong'ress even sur-..

-passed itself in rousing.thé
* Rindug agamst ‘the Muslims,

‘the Muslims ° against the_

Hindus, . the  ‘non-Bengalis

"‘against the: Bengalis and '
depending com

‘yice-versa,
the iocal sitnation. e

"Lles, sianders and rabrica-’

tions against the Communist
Party and the  United Left

Front instead of honeést: pub- -

. lic debate ‘on policy questions

became ‘the sole theme of the.

Congress election propaganda.
While all this seemed inade-
it resorted - to. down-
. right threats and. intimida-

tion against large sections of

-voters and in some cases even
to open terrorism and goon-

daism with the connivance of -

the police

SERIOUS '-},.'7'
- IRREGULARITIES -
~ ept seems we did ot

sufficiently take
count . all -these tactics and

malpractices on the part of

" the Congress. We take this

.opportunity also to state

that we' have received cer-

. tain complaints about se_ri- )

‘Inte ‘ac- "

wish well’ of India’s - : parlia=
.mentary . institutions . and
stand:for the growth of. de-
mocracy in the country.” can
il afford to-ignore the me--
thods and tactics. the Con-
gress employs in elections.

“For the democratlc ‘move-
ment in West Bengal.in ‘par-
tcualar, - . the eléctions. "have

« some very instructive lessons-
to offer. Our Party will in due
course review the- entire ex-

perience and try to draw the try

necessary lessons. B

CONSOLIDATION
LACKING .

. “But even now it‘is plain
enough that while- the: de-
mocratic - movement has

past weaknesses,

r.;r_'ypti_ Basu. -

,‘however, not Been able to
properly - consolidate - the
past gains in a number of-

. places and evén retain its

*posrtion This constitutes a -
-serious lapse which needs

. - to be frankly admitted and

" overcome ° with all our
: might. .

“For-this as tor consolidat-'
‘ing the gains of the present
elections; our Party and the

~entire democratic movement
must rise to ‘far greater

-helghts 'in: their political and
organlsational activity, - in
their: -approach - and work
among the people. .

been' significantly extended

:to certain new: areas .-and -
has overcome some of fits
it " has,

. parties.”’

oIt should be ‘a. matter of

tantra Party has been suc-
cessful.

@Thé candidates of this
party and-of ¢ommunal par-°
ties have been literally routed-
: t6 a.man. This is no  mean/
- achievement for West Bengal,’
particularly ‘in. view. of .the
fact. : that . these . forces . of
communalism” and extreme
Right have, .

- tain other parts of the coun- -
“'.l‘he people oi West Ben-

- gal can justly take pride for..
their performance -on this

" ."score. Our Party trusts ‘that -

West' Bengal’s example . will
. give confidence to the peo-

ple throughout the country
. -in their ‘fight against .. the -

dark forces of commnnalism
" and nght reaction. .

"The "yirtual eclipse of . the
PSP irr the West Bengal elec-
tions .should cause the lea-
ders and followers . of that -
party to ponder over the po-

Hey of anti-Communism and |

disruption The routing of the
) ‘unmhistakably - signifies
theé rejection of its discredited
policies by the demscratically -

minded :people. of West Ben- .

gal, ' The PSP leadefship has

.. to .thank itself for the sorry

pass to which it has brought
their party i

< efn” their never-ending

efforts. to: disrupt. Left  unity

. In West Bengal, the PSP-lea~-
" dership has always  tried to
- make out that the tnity with_
“the- Communists leads to the
.gradual liquidation of the Left
The  election results
" have completely exposed 'the
hollowress of this misleading
propaganda -

l.EFT
UNITY

““Fhe electrons -on the
other hand, have shown
that.the unity  among- the

" Left parties brings' new
strength- to all of them and’
raises their stature both in-
dividually and’ . collectively.’
1t is no wonder that practi-~-
cally -every party of .the
United Left Front has gain-

- ed, -and "~ grown stronger,
some snbstantially :

“The PS‘P,V on the other

;unfortungtely, -
made’ some headway in cer-

;Renn Chakravartty ller

margin of victory-—94,000-— .

" 'was the high.est-in‘-W.V_Ben-:' ) »

hand, is on the road to selt-
liquidation; -
very policy . of ;anti-Commu=
nism and disunity. However,
it will be watched with great
interest what lessons the PSP

- 'draws from its own bitter ex=
‘perience, ) L

_*The: retum of the Congress o

to power in West -Bengal
means the continuance. of its
misrule and- it spells - hard-

" ships ‘and- suffering - for " the

working people: It also means
greater struggles-ahead which’
would call for greater unity of
all democratic forces. .

" “On this oceasion ouz&Party

solemnly reiterates at in

building this unity and in de<

fending the interests of the’
working people. - the Commu-
nists will spare ‘no eﬂorts

'FUTURE

TASKS .

""I‘he Communist I'arty :

-assures-our suffefing: people

- that it will always stand by..:

- their cause - 'and strive to -

- ‘unite ‘them 'in: the struggle -
* for a better life, irfespective - -
. of whether' they ‘have sap- .
ported us or the * Congress.

or any other party in the'ﬁ .

: elections, . -
“The - Secretariat of the

‘West Bengal State Council of.

the Communist Party of In-
dia is proud of the  unity of.

the Left parties. It will be now. -

--our Party’s constant endea-. .-
vour-to consolidate this unity ~ - -
and further broaden the unity .

of the democratic torces in

E West Bengel.

" “Serious efforts will have 10!
be made to bredk new ground -

~and extend the ‘base of our -
movement. The electlons have’

emphasised - that  greater
efforts, - political . as well ‘as’
organisational will be requir-’

ed in order to consolidate our .
.gains in theé  elections. - and

forge ahead "and - thus.dis-.
charge our
towards the people »

~k SEE ALSO PAGE |z

Victonous Communlst candidates for the Lok Sabha Left to nght M. Elias' Biren Mnkerjee' A

. Indrajit Gupta, Provat Kar~ Banen Sen.

because. -of ‘its

responsibiiities )




. objectively.- the - course - of °
R eventsinA!ricaandtotrans-—

', and still is, to create the fm-

Ent@s'wwwed By

o 0me@ @sspsw

5 GUPTA- 1 have slways
foand" . that to- nndemtand

.. mit- that understanding cor-

_rectly. to'a large” audience, 15

_always a ‘comparatively diffi-

* “cult -task,’ if' only-because. of -

‘the- jungle of lies, half-truths

.~ concerning” history. and peo-::
. “Ple “which" has-been ~“heaped*

upon us. by imperiaiism Tor-
centuries. .

. Doyouagree?nowtarhave'
- the forces supporting African
" people’s aspirations been.able -
fsofartocopewiththispro-. g

_ blem? .

GOILAN It’s true that the -
.. imperialists have - done: their -
. utmiost to conceal’ the past
- - achievermients of the African

peoples, their history and tra-
dition.. Their aim has peen,

- préssion ‘that - the Africans.
are ‘backward and urcultured,
-and that they are.not fit:to

govern . themselves.” This s~

- pendence, they strive despe- -

culture, and have .

their attempted justification:
. for imperialist’ and- colonial
‘r;ile over the African territo--
ries, : .

o 'lmperialin
o 5 ’l‘enaclty

Iiven when they ; are forced

" rising . strength - of "the_ nia- -

tional liberation movement,
_to_concede  political inde-

rately to restrict the scope.

- -of polifical. independence, to .
" -extend their economic domi-

-nation, and to combine old

. and new forms, of colonia-
: lism. In this way they strive -

© 'to influence © the: govern- -
. ments :and .leaders “of - the

o - newly- - independent ~coun-

- - tries.
- --However, it has not been 50
easy - in recent years for- the'

" imperialists’ to. maintain- the.
. fHiction, that’ the”Africans sre .

EFIN

savages, or must . be treated °
" like’ little children, and’ that
they need ~ the “trusteeship”
-of the “clvilised” imperiaiist .

_countrles, . :

Not only have the Africans
themselves demonstrated
their ability to govern, but,
also devoted themselves to a
study of their own history and-
- provided-
- indisputable proof. that in
- many respects their ancestors
-wére more -civilised ‘and cul-

.. tured.than the: forefathers of -

those who regard Africans as-
backward peoples. :

. It is not only Africans who
are ngw engaged in re-writing
their history.. -

- ‘Within the ranks of ; pro-

. gressive -British - ‘historians, ‘-

'; . biologists - and | archaeolo--
gists, ‘there are - * wellknown
~-prominent writers who have’

- ,provided a*wide range of .

evidence that .many of the
African peoples_wére: creat-

- 'ing a-clvilisation over -one
-+ thousand years ago, with a -
~. - rich’ culture that far. excel-

led the cnltural level exist-
-ing at that time in. England

. “Wales and Scotlsnd.” -

",Zimbabwe stand as silent
testimony ta the achievements -
of the people whose . descen-

There was also aconsidera

" ble gkill in craftsmanship, ex.
pressed *in -~ the remark-
able Ife heads, the bronze
work in Benin, the ivory and

‘wood carving and other works i

\vof art,”
- Among ontstanding writ- -
ers who have presented the
real | Africa’ ‘of the past to
"the world is°Dr. W.'E. Bur-"
ghardt Dy Bois, who decid-
'edatovcri)oyearsofage
- tocrown "his life’s work-for-
- the African peoples by join-

“the United States, :just at
the moment when the U, S.
im; ‘were launching
their most fierce attack on
. the Iegality of the commu-
- nist Party,

Professor - 1. L Pothekin,
Head of the- African Institute
in Moscow,,is - now recognised
Internationally as one of the
foremost African historians,
Gathered" around him . are
scores “.of Soviet research
workers- and" writers Who are

“ revealing the truth of the ‘old

(Africa to the whole: world.
~Among. those who ' are not

Communists is Basil Davidson, .

- who in récent . years “in his
_books 01d Africa Rediscovered
and . Black Mother presents
“rich evidence of the history. of
ancient and: medieval Africa. -

Thomas ‘Hodgkin has ‘also
given glimpses of the past
achievements of the - African
peoples, and” in his | recent
books’ Africa: Root§ of Revolt

-and Africa: The: Lion  Awake, -

one of our own Communist
“writers, -
“drawn considerably from the
" growing evidence of past Afri-
can history --to.provide the
background-for his account of:
African - libetation struggles.

‘At the - beginning of this..
century, the  wellknown his-.
. torlan, Leo - Frobenius, who
spent many -years in a close
-study - of the ‘past history of
West Africa; came to this con-
clusion: . “‘The idea of the
.“barbarous Negro’ is- a Euro-
pean ' invention - which has
consequently- prevailed “in.
Europe until the- beginning of
“this century”,-

_. ~'This -ideg, - which stili pre-

-vails in British circles has in- -
fluenced. considerable sections"
of the British:-people. But this

. sltuation : is- ‘now changing
-~ rapidly. <o

Afclean
Ciwllisation

gigantxc

. -of new independent . states,
* ‘and the new strengthening
*"they have given to the cause

ing of colonialism; has made
-+ @’ great -impression on the

- British people. o

‘Moreover, the increasing
number -of “Africans - coming-

dants now’ inhabit SOuthern-
. Rhodesia.:"

-ing the Communist Party of.-

a.chieve- :
:._ments of the African libera-
tion struggle, the formation - =

- In'Egypt for example, that im?
. portant advances were. made. -

It was not only in the North, to work and study - in Britain
_has provided a closer personal -
‘contact, and increasing num-
Most parts  of-the - African” ‘bers of British people are now

*-continent-experienced: an iron - consecious-from their own ex-

age; great "kingdoms. were “perience’ that Africans are far
found—Ghana ~ .and- ~-Mall, ' more  civilised. than t.he Brl-

“ tor example; Timbuctu was a ' tish ruling class. .

: ,_'PAGEslx S e oA

widely-renowned centre. of - To' the extent that British
‘learning and the ruins of w0rkers Joln- in common act-

«

ion with the African peoples
in their struggles the prejudi-

_-ces created by imperialist his«
- torlans.

will be broken down. -

GUPTA: The stirring resur-: .

- gence of Africa is.now .assu~
red to beranked as one of the
outstanding - developments in
‘this century. 1960 was declar-:
ed as the ‘Africa Year’ “and
“ before - the
180,000,000 ‘out of the - Conti-

-nent’s 200,000,000 population -

had-already achieved political
independénce,

_Would you like'to Indicate.
‘the likely course of develop-"
ments in the continent, gene-
raliy speaking, In 19627 =

.GOLLAN: 1t.is by no means ~

easy to forecast. the precise
course  .of developments in .
Africa. this. year..
. In this vast continent oi
-55 different. . territories, at
various stages - of develop- -
ment, with peoples speaking -
many. langaages and hun-
dreds. of different - dialects,
-the nature of their pros
-blems- differ widely.
Moreover,’ the speed of de- -
veiopments in recent years is
apt ‘to dutstrip any forecast,
not only because of the rising.
- tempo of struggle~in. Africa, -
but also through the ixnpact
“of world events . .

-year . ended, -

courses .. of developxnent in-

Africa - durlng = 1962—though
these. will also overlap each
-other, ..

: 'Fms'r, the remaining coio—
“nies . will ‘‘intensify  their’
~‘struggle to achieve political
" 'independence.- Independen-
ce ‘is already: promised- for
Uganda in - - October, and ;
small Gambia. is " likely to”
‘achieve this without a sharp
“struggle. © -

But . in" Kenya., Northern
‘Rhodesia, Southern Rhodesia .
‘and ‘Zanzibar there are likely
fo be fierce struggles’ before
independence is-won,

-future. ot Kenya will - -take
place in London during Febru- -
ary,’and on Zanzibar during

March: The British- Govern-
-mentis still.- postponing its
-proposals” for :Northern Rho-
- desia, and  when : they are .
made known' they are most
likely to favour the European
minority,

- The Algerian struggle is
‘bound” to develop to a new
stage, and is now becomin

recognised by all independént
African ‘states  as a common
struggle in the . cause of all
Alrican peoples. © - ° .

The SECOND aspect is the

3 ‘new stage, of development in

Perspeelives
Abead . .

There are now 30 indepen-
dent states
among them ' there - are re-
markable variations, "z -

Apart from Guinea . .and
Mali the 14 ex-French colonies
are not really independent
They. -arestill - part’of- the
“French Community” in eﬂect
it not in name,. and remain
largely under French domi-
nation.

The four ex-British colonies‘

Jack Weddls,  has_ (Ghdna, Nigeris, Sierra Leone |

and Tanganyika) have  the -
possibility of exercising their:
independence in its full sense, -
"but’ until now Ghana,’ which

" achieved independence first, is

‘alone in forging ahead on its
‘own’ independent. path of de-'-
vélopment,

Then there is Egypt, Suda.n
Ethiopia Liberia  and Soma-
Ha, all at different levels and ~
stages of development, not to -
mention the Arab c¢ountries of -
Moroceo, Tunisia and Libya in
North Africa. - -

Though Congo has won for- .
mel independence, the battle
for real independence is still -
being flercely fought, and the .
liberation war "in Algeria is
still not at an end. -

At the same time, there still
' remains 25 territories  which

" have yet to win political in- .

dependence.
The struggle will be shar
.pest-in - Kenya, Northern

* ‘Western

the
states.
. They have to solve the

independent African

.- glgantic problém ‘of trans-
" forming the old “backward -
in Africa, but

colonial ecoriomy, ’ building
the foundation for - indus-
trial _development, and rais-
_ing the’ living standards of
their people. :
. Those . independent “states
‘who favour “close cooperation -
with' the socialist countries
will ‘find: (ike  Guinea : and
Ghana) that' socialist econo-

\ . -mic ald is'a tremendous fac- -

tor 'in assisting to achieve
this aim, .

Those who refuse friendly
‘relations - with "the socialist
countries ' (like . Mauretania
andothers) will be subject to
still: further . imperialist eco-

: nomic domination,:
.In this respeet, the Common :
. Market 1is not only a threat to. -
" British living ' standards and -

politicals independence, - but -
more particularly a threat to-

the African peoples.
Its aim is to. rnaintain

- Africa largely /as an agra-

rian: hinterland, - providing
cheap- raw. materiais “and

- agrarian products for the

industrially-developed Eun~
ropean countries, especially -
Germany

France.

African . opposition to the
Common- Market has already
been volced; more particularly -
* by Ghana, and from the bit--
“ter experience of this exten-
slon " of imperialist . exploita-

‘Rhodesia . and  Southern: tion ..African - resistance .is .
-Rhodesia, dominated by a bound to grow =

tish imperialism . will fight
to the last to maintain this
.domination, and. in the last -

" resort ‘will try to find new .
of world peace and the end- -

" forms and methods oi keep-
= ing its grip.

. And ' though the *Union of
South Africa was forced out
of the ‘Conimonwealth, -the

British tuling class will strive = -
to maintain its political, eco-. .-

_nomie, and even military ties
‘withi-the" apartheid rulers,

In the Portuguese-held ter- "

ritories, too, the struggle will
be fierce because of the Eurg- -
pean settlers ‘and .because of
the Salazar fascist.regime.
‘Broadly speaking, it :seems

to me there are three’ iikely

NEW AGE

. “study"

“white settler minnrity Bri-, - -

Afcican. © ,
Unil ~_' e

» ’l'he THIRD aspect is the
~adyance ' towards : African-
~ unity, This. is not a simple
process, for theimpena.lists
are striving harder. than
ever to divide the peoples of
_Africa and to sow dissension:
among the new, Afrlcan
states, .
.They have - the support of

leaders of the so-called Socla- -

list International, which.now
-has a mission -'in Africa to
its:.‘problems.  Théy
-are. aided by the ICF'I‘U lea- :
ders, together with the Bri-

, Gronps £
. The: imperi&list powers fav-. B

:and'

“conditional
“bases, -

tish 'TUC leaders; who are. do-
.ing. thelr utmost- .to prevent
;the _development; of. the - All-

tion. S
African and British emissa
ries are hard -at: work trying
. to persuade the African states
and Dpeoples:.to align : them--
-gelves “with .the West”; ‘and
< 'West: Germany is 'now pene<
trating’ Afriea in a big’ way.

One-cannot ignore -that -

_the independent - African

_States are already. divided

- between-the: “Casablanca” .

".-group “(Ghana, ' Guinea,

Sudan) - and - the others

group. . -
'l‘wo

our the: Monrovia- group, for

-among "~ them are- ‘the -ex-- |-

.French 'territories, " .together

with . the. U, S.-dominated .

Liberia, the British-dominat-
ed Sierra Leone, . and other

states still considera,biy under :

imperia]ist influence.
‘One. of the biggest issues

which ‘divides them " is that

several states in the Monro-

African 'rrade Union Federa-

] - Mali, . Egypt, Moroceo - and .
Constitutio) talks -
nal. on_the .~ which" form the “Monrovia" N

via'_group -still ‘have imperia- -

list - military - ‘bases on their

_territory, and this is ‘strongly-
‘Casablanca

opposed -by. the
group. .-

- At the same’ time, there is
strong resistance even-in the
Monrovia™ ‘group to.-certain:
-aspects of imperialist policy,
‘and ‘one can only hope that
both - groups. will come’ closer
‘together around.' a‘common;,
broad . policy, leaving the. in-

‘dividual -states-to frame theft’ .
own policy-on their particular :

problems

‘GUPTA:: How dangerous are :

‘imperialism’s “new tactics” in
- Africa? Have these been suc- -

cessful to a considerable ex-

_tent?

that it's’ -not a - matter of
" “new-tactics”. British impe-
: rialism- in particnlar;, ‘with
centuries of - experience of
colonial. fule, is extremely
~ skilful in- combining both
" old and new tactics and des.-
_cribing it as a new policy,
Jor . -MacMillan’s words
“the wind of change”.. . -

" 'When (faced' with the real
.struggle it ‘does. not " hesitate..

to use the age-old methods of

repression as-in the two.Rho- -  f
desias in recent’ months, and - § .

again -possibly -soon in- Kenya

In this respect, .the “term -

"neo-colonlalism” is now used
widely-to emphasise. the com-
bination of old and new me-
thods of imperialism to main-

tain, and even:extend its do- -

mlnation especisliy after the
liberation movements =~ have'
won political independence

“It-would be foolish not to
. Tecognise -that :' the imperia- .

lists have won partial success-
es in this new strategy—with
. loans, .. military
“offices” of ““ynforma-
tion”, ‘control of the:African

press and radio, "’ and -other .

means,

I{nwever, the African na-
tional movements are cons-
cious of this serious threat

.. to real independence, - and
~in the main. resolution of'
7 the ‘third- All-African Peo-
-plés Conference -at. :Cairo
‘last March worked out spe-,
. cific’ measures - to combat
- “neo-colonialism”. -
- GUPTA: " Briefly, are you
-satisfied with the efforts made

‘80" far by the independent
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GOLLAN: It seems to mie -

. - countries in. Africd: to. follow
__up their political victories by
. -other. vital actions necessary
" to complete ‘their . national-
' - democratic tasks, realising, of '
course,
" different  ~African . -countries -
‘are - confronted with,' very .
differént problems?

. Sudan; and in’ Senegal,
' “French territories .

that in many cases

'GOLLAN: I have dealt with

- this to some extent in my
answer to the second question,

- ‘and it’s not easy for me to
deal with this at length.

Far be it for me to pretend .

" to give political advice to in-’
‘dependent . African states who
-are.facing glgantic probiems
" which ~ are- vastly different |
-from those with which we are
faced in. Britain. .

It’s not a matter ‘whether

- I.am satisfied with the efforts,
.or the lack of effort, made by
to. complete -

certain  states

their. = national - democratic

. . tasks, It 'Is the African peo-

ples-in these countries - who
will - judge finally whether
their governments are takin_ g

_all the necessary steps
: National

Democraey

At the _Moscow‘ conference
of the: 81 ~Communist and
Workers Parties in November

1960 a clear. perspective was

given in the resolution on the
path towards -the -achieve-
ment of “independent nation-

" al democracles”.

Thefe’s no need for me to
remind New Age . readers of

.thig ~complete - section, .but

basically it means getting rid

- -~ of imperialist economic domi-
- nation, transforming the old
. colonial economy, taking. over.

the ~ imperiallst - enterprises, .

_solving ‘the agrarian: problem, -

“and " the rapid - extension of-

-+ democratic methods.

This does not mean trans-

- mentary democracy” of the :
West under which real po-

the big monopolies, bat
- -transferring real power to

"',thepeopie.

This is already taking place
in Guinea, Ghana, Mali, and

" to ‘a smaller extent in other

independent African states.
In Egypt; there is still.firm

- opposition to foreign imperia- -
- lism, but no. semblance of in-

temal democracy, - and ‘the
Communists, who are the best
fighters for real independence,:
are still being tortured behind

.- prison bars.
Onasmallerscsle this is . °

situation in the.
the

and. other ex-.

8150 ~the -

Cameroons,
the most
courageous’ liberation fighters

‘ .".are still being persecutetL

GUPTA: Undoubtedly vari-
ous factors and ideas “have

planting the typical “parlia- .

wer is still in the hands of ~

" ‘African leaders -

" illegal Communist Parties in-
Morocco; . Algeria, Egypt,
Sudan and South Africa. At

- the end of 1961 a new Com-

_munist: Party was = formed
" in-Basutoland.- . -
Marxist " groups = exist. in.
Nigeria and Ghana, and in -
1961 a new .Communist orga-
nisation was® formed in Nor-
thern Rhodesia. - There are

-also Marxist groups in -Soma-

lia, in Senegal and one or two -
other e&-French territories.
" Many of the new group-
.-ings .do' mot necessarily
adopt the’ Communist title,
partly because . -this would
leave them open to severe
- repression, and partly be-
cause they.are still in the -
process of advancing fo-~
“wards - the -
standpoint.’
. The rapid
-Marxist ideas is.shown by the
big increase In the sales of the
international Communist
journal, Werld Marxist Reviéw
-and in the illegal journal of
thee Communist Party of
South Africa, The African
Communist, both of which are
now sold regularly in many

-thousands of copies in most

British and ex-British terri-
tories in Africa.

GUPTA: What has been the
significance of -the liberation
of Goa from Portuguese im-
perialism for -the anti-fmpe-
rialist struggle- in the world as
a ‘whole? "

‘GOLLAN: The libération of
Goa'had a profound effect in
all parts -of the world, more
particularly in those countries

still Aghting for national libe-..

ration.
_The
- shocked, because they had
‘relied on Pandit  Nehru to.
refrain from taking orgahi-’
" sed action to complete the
" liberation of India, but to -
continue -in the -futile pro-
cess of waiting for the Por-
 tuguese - imperialists - to
change their attitude or
further futile talks in the
United Nations.’
On the other hand, Goas

- liberation was warmly wel-

‘comed throughout Africa, and
President Nkrumseh and other
‘have given .
their public approval to a step

which they felt- should have -

been taken long ago.
‘Goa’s
impaet
socialist countries, and by the .
great majority of. people even

in the imperialist countries. .
All the imperialist attempts

. (which were joined.by Gaits-

kell and other Labour leaders)
-to arouse opposition to:the.
measures taken to achieve

"helped to.shape the.national - Goa’s liberation,.failed to im-

movements in' the continent.
‘What has'been, if any, the

‘role of Marxist ideas in this-

context. Are there many Com-
munist organisations or
g-ronps there?

GOLLAN: You will appfe'

"clate that any detailed ac-

8 . count of the growth of Marx-
- 1ist ideas -in Afriea,-

" . particular -the -existence-of: .

" Communist groups, would be -

to present an opportuinty to
" the imperialists and .other

. reactlonary forces to intensify

their repressive me .
However, there has been a

rapid expansion of Marxist.
ideas in ‘many. parts: of -

Africa. Apart from the re-
cognised legal Commnnist

‘and in" .

press the ordinary people.
{Goa’s liberation is certain

to stimuldte the struggle in
Angola - and

" ment to the national libera-
tion movements in all parts
of the world. It will serve as

a powerfiil blow to advance . .

‘the struggle = for freedom

within rortngal itself.- "~ .

GUPTA: 1Is it true that the
African - mationalist . forces. -
expect
cular, to
vigorous stand
on. issues . directly
theilr destiny? To what extent, .
do you -think, have their
hopes been. fulﬂlled in this
respect? < S

take a ‘positive and
consistently, .
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Party i’ Tunisia, there are =

Commumst‘ o
extensionfm of

mperiahsts ‘were )

Mozambique, .
. and to.give new encourageé- -

" India,  in  parti--

affecting -

GOLLAN India’s stand for -
world ‘peace and against im-
perialist- war -pacts has made
a.strong impact - throughout.
Africa,

In general the African peo-
ples-appreciate  the: positive
steps taken by. India, its fri-
endly relations with the Soviet
Union,- and its efforts - to
transform the old. backward
colonial economy.  *

" 1t is possible that the esti-
-mation of India’s positive role

- would differ among the many

‘independent African states,

. 'In many respects_its atti-’
tude is in advance of that
of many African states, but

'in Ghana, Guinea and Mali
it may well be that India

" was expectd to take a more
positive stand, - particularly
in relation to the struggle
_in the Congo. -

When Dayal,
representative of.
‘Hammarskjold was
from the Congo because he

the late.

was too favourable to Patrice -

Lumumba’s policy of a united
Congo, there was * keen dis-
appointment among the more
progressive -African peoples.

- India has had 14 years since
achieving its political
pendence to.advance towards
becoming an independent na-
tional = democratic state—
three times as long "as any
newly-independent state in
Africa. . .
Britain- -
'ﬂ‘wo Camps

It has made a big advance
towards this.stage, but it's
not surprising that many
Africans feel it could have.
-advanced  far mere rapidly

in view of its great size and .

population (twice the popu-
" lation of all Africa) and

-that Pandit Nehrn has ‘not

taken advantage of all the

:opportumties which have

‘existed since 1947.

In fact, Ghana, in the five
years since. she gained inde-
pendence in 1947, has made-a
far more positive impact on
world affairs. .

GUPTA: - Lord Home’s vict-
ous speech’ on the role of the
newly-independent countries
within the United Nations
and Indian action . against
Portuguese colonial” interests
has been a revelation to. many

- . in India., What was your own

reaction to the speech?
-GOLLAN:, T dare not state

- in actual words my own par-
It was applauded in all the -

ticular reaction - to Lord
Home’s speech in which he
attacked the Afro-Asian coun-

tries and the United Nations, .

and tried to.justify colonia-

But my view is also shared
throughout the British work-
ing class movement,.and has
been severely criticised even
among Conservatives. '

. At the same time, his

“speech does reveal the real

lism, which more experien-
ced dipiomatists nsually hide
beneath a “mountain of
honeyed - phrases ' about
- “trusteeship” and _“guar-
dians” of the coioniai peo-
ples,
In short, © Lord "Home 1s
alarmed because the people of
-Africa and Asia are standing

up—but we Communists only -

rejoice in this historic event.

GUPTA:
priefly, what the British Lab-
our movementis doing at the
present moment - to advance

the African national aspira- :
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the personal o

recalled -

inde- -

policy of British impéria-.

tions by way of solidarity

aetions? _What organisations, .

in this sphere, are most active

in Britain -now?

GOLLAN: The - solidarity
movement in Britain with the
African struggle -.for libera-
tion is still not . sufficiently
organised and widespread.
But it has certainly grown
with rapid strides in recent
. years.

Many' trade unions - have .

direct relations with parallel
trade unions in Africa., More
than 300,000 - British - trade
unionists signed a declaration
of welcome when the All-Afri-
can Trade Union Federation.
was formed at Casablanca last
May. .

The Movement for Colo- "

nial Freedom (to which- 14
. national trade unions, over
-.100

Parties and many hundreds
of-trade wunion ' branches,
trade councils, Co-operative
organlsations, ete, are affi-
liated) is constantly active
on iIssues of solidarity with
the struggle of the Aincan
peoples, -

‘During and since the Shar-
peville events In South Africa
impressive demonstrations
have been organised  and
widespread support expressed
for the boycott of South Afri-
can goods. ,

There have been meetings
.and- campaligns, too, for the

" release of Jomo Kenyatta and

Dr. Hastings Banda, against
the suppression in Central
Africa, and in Algeria.. .

The Movement for Colonial
Freedom is all the more effec.
tive because, ° unlike - other
organisations. associated with
the Labour movement, it does
not ban Communists.

This makes it possible to
unite all the forces opposed
“to colonialism, and to ensure
“close cooperation in all pha-
ses of solidarity with = the
 struggle in Africa.

There exists also in Britain

‘the Committee of African
Organisations, which repre-
sents 37 African student and
other organisations in Britain,

and is extremely active on all -

the big issues of the struggle
in Africa.

A

" 'agdinst im;

“African. peoples

constituency . Labour .

'.l‘he Commnnist Party

extremely alive to the hbe-

" ration struggle in Africa. It

_is presented in our - Daily

- Worker as‘an essential part

of the common struggle

perialism, and in

our weekly, World News and

our monthly, Marxism ‘To-.

_ day, serious - political and

. practical treatment is given

in important articles on
African problems.

 Never in my experience have

British. Communists’ been so
conscious of the character of
the  united :struggle.. with -the

against the
common enemy. :

This is not to sav that we
are satisfled with. the scale of.

our solidarity activity in Bri- "~

But the Communist ~ Party

has certainly proved itself to

be the most consistent force
in Britain -for = stimulating
solidarity . action  with - the
struggle in Africa, and we are

confident that our solidarity .

efforts:in- this sphere will be

_-even more successful in 1962.

GUPTA: It is sald that ad--
vance towards soclalist goals
in Britain is assured if there
is ‘a  powerful = world-wide
common fight against "impe-
rialism and everything that

the latter represents? Do you‘
. agree? :

GOLLAN: Our view.of the

relations of the colonial stru- -

gele to the advance of ‘socla-
Hsm is. clearly set out in our
programme, The Britlsh Road
To Socialism,

It points out that it is “in

- the common interests equal-
" 1y of the British people, the
subject colonial peoples and
all the peoples of the pre-
sent empire to build a firm

‘alliance .in the . struggle

against all imperialist ag-
gression and robbery, and

for .the national indepen-"

dence of all subject peopies

of the Empire”,

We.regard the struggle for
national and colonial libera-
tion, not as something sepa-
rate, but as an essential and
integral part of the ﬂght for

sociallsnrlnBrlain

Could you say, -
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'~__ l Tis obvious that the people

..diet against the two- -year old"

*- Government.

“that -events culminating 1n
the | present. Ink Sabha elec-

PAGﬁ E‘fmnr,

[P

2 statement _to -the Press

of -Kerala have gilven a
elear. and ‘unambiguous ver- -

Congress-PSP Government in .

- . Kerala as well ‘as against the
continuous neglect of Kerala's:

needs on the part of a Central

It would, however be mcor-.-
rect to stop at such an assess-'

ment,

‘It should further be stated

Women attended Commumst election ralliesm unpre-
:‘~ . cedented numbers o

EM.S: Namboodmpad has issued the' followmg
on February 27

- tions incontestably prove the
. utter bankruptey-of the policy

pursued by-the Congress and

. 1ts- allies- in relation to the

Communist, Party ever since
the people of. Kerala permit-

‘ted, In 1957, the.formation of
.8 Communist led Government.

Had the Congress and its
allles shown énough patience.
for ‘the fill
for which- that Government
was constitutionally entitled

_to function, the people of Ke-
_ ralg would have had an op-

five year period -

portunity in 1962 to-judge us’
on our five year record: and

the Congress on their ten year-

record in Kerala.
Their refasal to do this;

‘their resorting to unconsti- .

tutional methuds to get that
‘Ministry removed. by the
- Central Government;
-~ anti.--Communist :hysteria
they worked up; ‘the un-
principled oportunism which

they exhibited in. forming -

the triple alliance—all this

has now been proved to have-

offered no solution for the

R .economic and political prob-

lems of Kerala.
Two years ago when “the

: present Government took
’ -——by e. m. s;{—
namboodiripad

office we were assured that the
Congress was turning 'a” new
leaf. We were assured that the
mis-rule, corruption and in-
ternecine squabbles for which

. the pre-1957 Government were
-notorious, were things of the

past.

Today, however, it is clear-
even for the blindest eyes, that
Government is even morte cor-
rupt than previdus Congress--

PSP Government. The, wide- -

the -

spread allegations of corrup-
‘tion " levelled against- more . .
than one Minister have now .

been capped by the. rejection

of both the - parties by the

electorate.. - C
The . 'question® naturally |
arises:  'What are, the ruling

partles going to do? Propoéals

the  reorganisation ' of  the
‘Ministry and even.dissolution

electlons to the. legislature

I wonld, however, appeal

. to all my friends including
- -both in the PSP -and the
Congress, to do a little more
serions - thinking . on the
" basic.issue involved. That
issue is the negative policy
of anti-Communism which

' has been their sheet-anchor -

at least for the last”five
. years,

Was .It not t.his that" led
them - to adopt- a "negative
attitude to the demand made -

on the Centre by the Com- .

.munist Party and the Govern-
‘ment led. by it for a falrer
-share of central” sector pro-
jects in Kerala?

Was It not this. that made

them resort to the unconstitu- -

tional method- of direct action

in -order to remove a constitu-~--

* tionally- €lected Government?
Was it not this that led to

As the dm and dust of

setthng down, political
parties are busy ‘analys--
ing the electoral figures
-polled by ~ them ,and -
-.drawing .lessons ' that
. emerge -out of them :
oF the 14 Communist
Patty. candidates that -
were In’ the field six candi--
. dates. came- out successful -
(in - the 1957 elections .15
Party candidates contested -

- }  &and. nine were successtul).

. All the three independents

“$.  whom the Communist Party
".supported and the one RSP

- .-candidate whomthé~Com- . -
- munist . Party. sponsored
. and ‘supported. won.
dates the Congress set up -
"+ -six. won while in 1957 they -
~ set up'17 candidates out.of
-whom- six got. in.
three Muslim League candi-

- - had set up four.candidates
. end won only one seat).-

dates ‘who stood with Con-

eight . candidates

- with - the . support- of the
: League and got only one
seat )

. didate -with = Communist
snpport and won it while.in *
-.1957 they got noéne out of

e s

the electoral battle are

Of the 14 Congress candl-'

Of the-
. dates two won (in 1957 they ~

Of -the . four PSP candi-"
.. gress.support, none got In -

-¢ + while in 1957 they had’
- -ﬁelded

“The RSP set, up one can- ; .

set up. " ‘The . Swatantra
Party set"up one candidate.
‘and the Jana Sangh four

" candidates’ none of whom ’

fared well,
* The ‘Congress lost ‘its

three 1957 seats from Mala-

bar—one to the Communist
Party, the second to the
- Communist-supported ' in-
dependent and ' the . third
to the Muslim League. It

; gained three.seats from the

.Travancore-Cochin -area
from the-Communist Party.

.Of the total votes polled
the bloc- of Communists,
RSP and Independents sup-
ported by them' got 49.5 per
cent. In 1957 the Commu-
nists and their Indepen-
.dents had secured 43 per
.cent. The Congress and PSP
. bloc togéther poiled 433
_per cent of the total votes.
The League had polled 5.81
per cent in 1957 while in
- 1962 with only three seats
they polled 3.5 per cent. In
1957 the Communist Party
.. polled 3748 per cent while
in 1962, the Party candi-
dates polled 34.7 per cent of
the . votes - (this does not
“include.. the Communist
. Party votes that have gone
in favour of the RSP and
-Independeénts). The. Con-
gress ~Party polled = 335
. this timé as against 34 75
..per cent last time. .

- In the 1957 elections 66.56 -
per ¢ent . of the total elec-
-torate had registered their

- the. three ca.ndidates theyfr votes inthe 1960 mid-term -~

-munist - RSP - Indepen-
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elections this percentage'
shot up to 8475. In 1932 .

-the percentage polled was

705, higher than ‘all- the

. poll-eve forecasts.

If one analyses the vot;es
polled by various parties.in . -
the Assembly constituencies
this time the picture .that
emerges i3 that the Con-
gress and PSP together
have secured a majority
only in 40 seats out of
which 38 are in the Travan-"
core-Cochin area..In Mala-
bar of the 49 total Assembly
seats the Congress has a -
majority of votes only. in -
Kozhikode and Kuthupa-
ramba. The opposition par-
tles including the Muslim
League have, thus, a majo- .
rity in 86 Assembly seats
with the League having a
majority in nine seats. In -
all the Assembly Constitu-.
encles of the Kasargode,
Badagara, Ponnani, Pal-
ghat, Quilon and Chirayln- .
kil Lok Sabha seats, ‘the
candidates  of the Com-

dent block have a meajority.
In all the Assembly consti-
tuencies of the Tiruvalla
and Kottayam seats the .
Congress has a majority., -
The ¢andidates of the
Communist Party were bea-
;:xt-li %i Kozhikode and Man-
Y 4 narrow margin b;
the Muslim- League while ig
Mukundapuram, Ernaku-
lam, Moovattupuzha, Kot--
tayam, ’l‘iruvalla and Mave- -

likkara the Congress beat

‘areas

“Moovattupuzha, ’
_ency -i3 that the Commu- -

.particularly in. . Central

‘where the combined forces

. operate.

_able to prove to.the Con-
gress -and PSP - fogether

' Pendently fighting

distinet . improvement on.
“seats the Communists have
_the League

the Communist Party poil-
ing 4 sizeable majority over
the Communists, except in ..
Maveli a,

One significant feature ot
the- Karnataka speaking .
of - .Manjeswaram:
(Kasargode .area) of the
Kasargode constituency and -~
the Tamil areas of Devi- -
kulam-Peermade 'in - the
constitu-

nists and - Independents
have. been. able to gather -
considerable strength,

Thé Congress- has béen .
able to'retain its strength
and improve only in the
Travancore-Cochin areas,

‘Travancore - and Cochin

of Nair communalism and
the Christian clergy could

In the- Malabar area the
Muslim League ‘has been

that without their support,
both' the Congress and the
PSP are nowhere,

“The Muslim League inde- -

the
Communists and the Con-
gress -in three seats have
been able to annex two—a

their position. .In both ‘the - -

emerged as a- close rival'to

.

v
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are.in the air with regard to .-

of the Ministry and the legi- .
slature leading .up"-to iresh_

- the corruption,.
-and bureacracy which aré _

- K ‘K. Warlor

unprineipled ‘and opportunis-

tic alliances with the forces of

communalism? .

Was it not this that forced *
them to tolerate the corrup’:-

tion and. nepotism resorted to
by their ministersrather than
putting them down. with an
iron hand? '

. Finally,
negative - antl . Communism

that madeé them ‘resort to the

manoeuvre. . of confining the
present election to the Lok
Sabha - alone- rather than

- taking this- opportunity to

take a fresh verdict of the

people for the State Legisla-
- ture and the Govemment as -
- well?” L

The questio'n,v therefore, is

. whether the Congress’ and
PSP friends are prepared to
- give up this negative policy

ot anti-~Comimunism. We -
' ; _Communists :for our part-

are prepared to extend our
-hands of cooperation to
them as well as to friends

- belonging. to other parties

and " organisations . in" an

" . earnest and united effort to

serve the people’ of Kerala
and particularly to:

'!,—-,Rid its administration of
inefficiency

hampering its development

) ——Fight for securing a pro-

. .per share in’ Plan allocation
:.to’ Kerala from the ‘Central

. Government; - .

—Facilitaf:e the most eﬁi-.

clent and speedy implementa-
tion. “of developmental pro-

Jects through the mobilisation ;
- ot the entire people, :

e —-Fight "the “evils oi ‘comi-.

‘munal separatism without in-

. any way weakening the strug- -
. gle for the legitimate demand

‘of backward communities and

religious minoritles; -

" —Irhprove the living and.

working - conditions of the

common people-

—-And ‘achieve other demo- '
. cerafic aims and objectives 1n -

which the people of all castes,

-.§ creeds and politiest affiita- '
. tions are interested. '
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was lt not this

By HARKISHBN SINGH SUR]EET

‘ ‘succeeded in fulfilling

Commnnist_ e

"', dents a large majority con~

2y

) " The Thn'd General Electlons have made it clear
- that the majority of the Punjabi people are against
-Congress ‘rule. In spite of spending’ lakhs of rupees
. and use of government machinery ia an unprecedent-
.ed way, the percentage of votes nolled by the Congress .

this time is-lower, being 43.12 i

in comparison with 1957 -

when it was 47.60. The Kairon clique  which has
maintained its power with the-heip of bullets, tear’

HAT nbout the - Commu-

nist Party? In spite of
the ‘complex sltuation in Pun-
jab the Communist Party has
Ats
main- election objectives, -Let
“us remember  the call” the
Party had given to the votérs
betore the electlons. .

“The Communist Paity -had _

" appealed to. the electorate to

ensiure the .defeat of the do--
minant leaders of the Kairon
clique and reduce the overall
.majority = of .the -Congress,.
weaken the political and ideo- -
- logical influence of the com-
munsl and reactionary parties

"~ and increase the representa-

"tion of the. Communists and.

_their democratic allies.

Gains

’l'he election ‘results are

afready -out. Among the'

. opposition parties the Com-

- munists _have - increased
their seats. ‘They have in- °

' ereased their strength in the

" State Assenibly from four to

.nine. Four independents

supported by the Party have

also won. Out of 26 indepen-

. gists - of  democratic Con-
" gressmen who have devoted
- their lives to the national

. movement. Combined to-
_ gether the strength of de-
‘mocratic  opposition: has
: increased phenomenally.

" he. Congress which won
. 118 seats out ‘of 152 .in 1957
" this time has only 90 seats.

- Its vote has gone down. Some

of the prominent ‘members of
- the Kairon clique like. Hans

Raj- Sharma, Chief Parlia-
“meutary Secretary and the -

. right’ hand man of Kairon,

" ha§ been defeated. ' Similar
have been.the fates of Chow-
" dhary Amar - Singh,  Gene-
ral Secretary of the sState
. Congress, and . PWD Minister
Chowdhary Suraj Mal

' As regards Kairons popu-
larity the less said the better.
The way he has “won” is
. known to everybody. He has
a “glorious” majority of 3%.
votes, something * for which
‘ the Chief Minister. = must be
thankful to his obedient offi-
clals! - But Kairon can pride’
- himself for . this too!!.. His-
4index of: popularity s -for
eveiybody to see today :

The Swatantra Party-
which was boasting about
forming an alternative Gov-

* - ernment in the Punjab has.
been routed- at the polls, .

:’The three members elected
its “ticket' had - only
adopted ijts: symbol. ' Al-

." - though it-had no dearth of
- money most of its Ieaders

‘- have been defeated, includ-
- ing its two General - Secre-
taries, ‘Basant Singh  and

: ‘DharamSingh Rathi, "and. ~

* Raja ° Mahesh. - Chandra
- §ingh—= the ‘uncle of the
- Maharaja of Patiala. ~In
. many cases they have not
- 'been able to save thelr de-
-posits even :

The’ Jana-Sangh, in . 1957,
had contested 60 seats . and
- won nine. ‘‘This time it ‘con-

.‘tested 76 seats but- it - could -
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: gas shells and lathies has been thoroughly exposed.

) secure only eight four in the

Punjabi ‘region and four in
Hariana. Three of i{s present
elected candidates are not

tions on’a similar

going to stick to it because
they had nothing to do with

the organisation and had only

accepted .the symbol for ex--

‘pediency’s sake. It has heavily .

lost in seats in  ‘the ' major
cities, especially in the Pun-
jabi region except for -Amrit-
sar where it has retained two
sedts, : :

The Akall Party had joined
the Congress before the 1857

. elections. - Twenty-three Aka-

ls. had got the ticket out of
which 22 had won. This time
nineteen Akalis have been’
elected. As they were in the
Congress in 1957 it is'not pos-

- gible to make any comparison

of votes polled by them with
the present. In- 1952 they had

. won 23 seats and got 15 per

cent of the votes. The per-
centage of votes .polled by
them - this time 1is 12 6 - per
cent... .

1 The PSP had two members
ln the last Assembly, Oné of -
them had joined the Congress,
the other one has beerr de-
feated in the present elec-
tions. This time they contes-

.ted 10 seats as compared to

to 15 in 1957 but drew a blank.

>

The Socialist Party- in reality

has won one seat. The other

three candidates who  have-
been elected on. its symbol are
dissident Congressmen belong-
ing to Devi Lal's group..

“Thé General Elections of
1962 have been held in the
" background of rising _dis-

-content against Congress in -
The . heroic

the Punjab,
‘anti-betterment levy strug-.
gle fought by the Punjabi-
peasants, during” which' the-
Congress- rulers Tesorted to-
"savage force resulting  in
" the tragic death of ten per-
.. EOMS inclnding two women—
-one of them a Harijan—has
“ not. gone. in' vain. The Con-
* gress rulers were forced to
reduce the gquantum of levy
by Rs. 20 crores.

Iz'npa'ct" of-
Slrnggles

- The struggles lauriched - by
the people, against bigh - -food.
piices, struggle for civil liber-
ties.and -other struggles of the
middle ’ class . employees,. ‘the
‘struggle against high taxes,
- ‘had their et!ect on the elec-
tlons, © - 7

... The second important iac-
.tor, in - the . baékground - of
which the.present _élections
took - place, iz ‘communalism.
The Congress.is Tesponsible
‘for perpetuating it by refusing
"to solve--the question of Ian-.
guage by the - linguistic re-’
* organisation of the state on-
democratic lines

In - this- backgronnd the

UNER
AL NG C

Akalis were making an appeal.

to the Sikhs alone to rally be-

:hind them for the solution of

the Punjabi . Suba - question,
the” Congress was trying - its

‘utmost to: make a communal

appeal to the Hindus to rally
behind it to save the: Punjab
from’ dlvision. L .
Incidentally this: has been
the slogan of the.Jaha Sangh,
since its inception. - The Jana
Sangh hns fought the - elec- °

formula

The (‘ommunist Party was
the only party which came
forward as the unifier of-
the Punjabi people, putting
forward a demecratic- solu-

' tion and fighting against the
_anti-people policies. of the
Congress Government, It
had a heavy - responsibility -
to fulfi! during the general
elections. - No wonder it he-
came the main target of the
Congress which dubbed it as
an anti-national force, etc.

Congress _
Manoenvres

The Convress, because of its
anti-people policies, corrup-
tion and interference in. the
administration, was so' much
isolated from the people that
1t required the help of central
leaders even to hold meetings.
Fandit Nehru was thrice invi-
ted to.Punjab to help the
sinking boat of the Congress.
But even then the Congress
wags not able to rally the ma-
jority of the people behind

- P

But for the communal ap- :
peal made by -the Congress,
telling the Hindus that it #s
not the Jana Sangh but the

"‘Congress which could save
. Punjab from further parti-
" tion, the Congress would
_have been '. routed. ~Of
course, such- “appeals were
net 'made from the public
plitform but the campaign
was carried on in a subtle
way by holding secret mee-
tings of Hindus and- rousing
their communal passions on
the question of the reorga-
nisation of the State.

A thorough analysls of the

constituenéies .won by the
Congress will- show that the
Congress has been able ~ to
" win' . generally in the- seats
where either the Hindus arein
a majority or which are balan-

ced by the two communities; '

Hindus and Sikhs. - Similarly
. the Akalls pot-the seats which
aie- predominantly . Sikh’ ln
population. : .

'.[n Nur-Mahal contest where
~‘I lost the seat most of the
district Akali leaders and
Jana Sangh worked . {rr the
Congress  candidate. . More-
over: the Swatantra Party

candidate withdrew in favour

of. the Conoress candidate

The Communists won eight

seats in direet’ contest with

the Congress and one in-a
triangular contest. The ma-
jority of the Communist

candidates have been’ electet-.

from the areas. where there

was a bitter struggle ‘against

" betterment levy.. Seven oub

of nine seats come from- these-

NEW'AGE -

- regionul i

HE 'Secretariat . of

Punjab State Coun-.
¢il of the Communist
-Party of India which.
met _at its Jullundur
headquarters considered
_and discussed the results
of General Elections ina
-broad way.

It expressed satisfaction
at the heavy reduction in
the Congress majority and
‘the reverses . suffered by
“important members of the
‘ruling party, and the elec-
tion to the Assembly of

strength  and of quite a
good number of indepen-
~dents with ° democratic
- orientation. It thanked the
lakhs of voters = who sup-
-ported  the Party and de-
mocratic independents des-
" pite terrific pressure by
- the ruling party and official
machinery. The Secretariat
-also noted certain negative
features of the situation.
The Secretariat discuss-
ed the Issue of counting of
. votes in Sarhali constitu-
ency and. also Narnaul and
Jhajjar constituencies. It

Complex Results.

‘was couvinced‘ on the“ basis e

.Communists in . larger 8

of facts brought to its no- &
tice that. serious irregula- g.
rities-have been commitied s
to tilt the balance in fav- § ~
our of the Chief  Minister
and other Congress candi-

The Becretariat considers s
that there exist dlear cases
for re-poll. -It appealed to
all. political parties, irres-
pective . of political differ-
ences, to stand together in .
the cause of the defence.of
democracy ‘and. free ' and
fair elections .and demand'

a-re-poll. . 3

The Secretariat has de--
cided to call a meeting of
the State Executive Com-
mittee in the first week of 2 -
April to prepare an election
review report which will be
placed - before the State &
Council for discussion and &
adoption. . )

In the meantime, Dis-
trict' Councils have been
asked to discuss and adopt-
District review reports by.s
March 20. The entire mem-
bership is to be drawn into-
the discussions' to pool ex-.
perience and draw correct‘
conclus'ons.

areas two from . Ferozepur,
two from Bhatinda and three

. frorn Sangrur

.)'

'ty of these constituencles. The
Congreéss has been able to .
rally the support of the Sche- -

-duled - Castes- because of our.

Two' Congress leaders inclu-
ding Hans Raj Sharma, de-
feated by the independents
supported by the Communist

L LiRIS
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Party e.lso belong to the
areas where firing took place
during the anti-betterment
levy struggle.

In the Hariana area the

Congress has lost mostly to .

the dissident- Congressmen
who contested on the hasis
of a democratic porgramme.
If the CPY's efforts of unity
among a2l democratic ele-
ments had succeeded better
-Tesults would have been
achieved, because the Con-
gress hold in this area is

- weaker than even that in.

the Punjabi region. Twenty
- Congress- MLAs ~ from the
Rariana area had joined.
-‘hands under the leadership
" of Chowdhary Devi Lal - to
" form a democratic opposi-
tion o

Communisis had won four:
seats from the Punjabl region.
Now they have got nine. On
the whole  the Party has

achieved the ‘objective. lald

.down in ‘the Manifesto of the

Punjab State Council Aof the

CPIL

But it would not 'be proper
if we-fail -to . mention". our
failures and shortcomings ex-
pressed through this election,
The Party -has lost three of
‘the four'seats it ~“held last

time, not because its influence -

. hag declined but specially be-
cause the Congress had been
able. to divert the attentionr
of the people: from their prob-
lems in these areas and direct

it 'to the fhogey of State Te-.

organisation. thus getting the

ca

In - the. last election the

‘support of the Hindu majori- i

weakness among them. .

Thanks to the Congress
policy .the ideological hold

ATION
LINES

-of the communai partnes has .
- not weakened. The -elec-'
tions have resulted in fur-
ther polarisation on com-
munal lines and the heavy .
responsibility now rests on -

forge the unity of the Pun-
jabi people.

The- conclusions arrived at
in the June 1960 -meeting of
the State Counecil that unless.
the question of the State re-
organisation of the Punjab. is

-solved . the democratic move- -
ment cannot make much
headway has proved {o be
correct

Along with the communal
forces the Congress has been .
utilising it -and trying to per-
petuate the communal -divi-".
sion: for keeping itself in-the
power.

Important
Lesson

The second important les-

‘son that the -Party. has to
“draw. in Punjab is that un- -

. lesg it conecentrates among.’

the. agricultural labourers,

. who are' generally Harijans,

" even the unity of the pea-

santry cannot be achieved -

- nor -can the démocratic

-mnvement‘strengthen itseli.

In the coming ~days the
Parby will. try to remove these’
-weaknesses, ‘The Communist ..
MLAS inside thé -Assembly
and ‘the Party  outside - will -
continue the battle on behalt
ot :the ‘people: :

the dembocratic elements to . -
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T Sangh - strong?
.- will, be—every -hody,” parﬁcu-

T VT D G 2 i

3 From Our Correspondent

Vnrtual rejectmn of the Congress by the electors
of the Madhya Pradesh is definitely a protest -~ vote -

THIS near-rout ot tbe
Congress in this BState,

s wlnch was considered. 1o be-.
. one of its strongholds,. has

“éxploded the myih of the in-
vineibility-of the. party. The
.Tesults have gone beyond the -
_expectations. of any keen po-
- Htical observer. ~Though the
. political pundits and the press

" prédictd. s definite reduction

in ’'the  Congress -majority"

"* none wes to this extent, The

electorate hy its performance

) -surprised one and all,

But the forces and ele-
menis which, have come on-
the surface and -created a’
strong -base for themselves
.are such that cannot -be wel-
-comed by the secular and de-
mocratic ejtizens,

- Sangh—from 10 in the pre-
sent house. to 42—in ~ the
. M.'P, Vidhan Sabha

- the biggest threat -for:the
future_ of this-State. The’
emergence of the Jana San-
gh as the -biggest - opposi-

- tion group should be noted

’ " with all seriousness,

~Now the question can be
asked who made the Jana
The ‘answer

larly the' ruling party  must

~ share the rorponslbmty. “They

will have to answer for this °
crime, .

* BHOPAL—COI

: against the mal—admxmstratmn, corruption, ‘nepotism,
- indifference to the people
* by the rulmg party

demands and gnevances

I is known fact that in”
spite 'of all -the informatien

at ils command the ruling’

party did not-take any action
against the Jana Sangh and
the R. S. S. for their dirty and
ruthless hand-in the. riots.
There: was' & popular de-
-mand: for a ban on - ¥Yage
dharma, the-organ of the
Jana Sangh which incited the
communal - troubles . in the

State. But nothing was done -

1n this regard.

Moreover the Chief Minis-
tr came out with a statement
-that there was no communal

press in'the State. The Gov-

ernment performed its duty
‘by étopping the supply of the
- ‘Government advertisement to
it and this was avenged by

the Jana 8angh by defeating

the Deputy Minister of Infor-
mation and. Publicity, Bltaram
Jajoo at the polls. -

. When the Prime Mlnlster
- Nehru visited the State after

the riots, he stated in very-

clear and unambiguous terms
-that the responsibility for the
. riots must be fixed on the
Hlndu communal parties. He

" deplored the weak and in- .

different role of the Congress-
men during the riots.
But' [ the .Chief Minister

‘openly contradicted the stand -

ie Minister.
This gave. a-clean certificate
to them. Such irresponsible

U

“taken by the P

) Bhopal old .city, electlon results are as follows:
The victorious. candidate Shakir Ali polled 16,933,
closely followed by Hindu Mahasabha “with 16700
-and Congress far: ‘behind both with 10 700 .

THE Communist Pa_rty has”

100 members on its roll in

,' Bhopal while the. Congress

_claims 10;000. Thé Congress

. pesition has’ been reduced to
* this that it got only as:many

‘votes ag. it has members on-

lt.s register, i

The local Corfgress. leader-

- ship tried its hardest to regain
- the seat by makt_ng the reli-

glous appeal.

- “The Wufti of Bhopal,

Mohammad Mohsln was
made to issue a - fatwah

" under his own seal and sig- .
. ~nature, that the - Commu-

nists did not believe in Al-
-Iah, Rasul and the Shariat

- and, thevefore, do hot voto

. Communist, instead vote for
Janab Fakhruddin and Be-

gum Maimoona Sultan, both

- God-fearing Congressmen,

This - tatwah was issued in- -
_ the night when. the actual -

polling was next morning just
. to ensure that" it could notlze

:, answered. .

The , above was nb Isolated
incident. The -

-Congress Muni~
cipal Councillor Sh. Attdbud- .

din issued a poster-under his

name that the ' Communists -
© . .wer2 agamst religion and God:

‘and so vote for Congress fns-

" tead. . He even quoted Amir
‘Moulvi Abul Lais ﬂf Jamelt- :

e- Islamit

:rhe rellglous appﬁal was.‘
- not the only Oongressscandal-
agalnst

Indign democracy.

. 'The senior Begum of Bhopal,

" ‘mother of the present Nawab-
.- Begum was also mobilised to-
" igshe @ statement on the eve

__of-the poll appealing for votes
. :zor the Congress

eandldates...
: Anothér was. a ‘poster ‘sign

. ed- by most - of the retired
-~ Muslim military. oﬁcers.eolo-
»nels. ete., to vote Gongmss.

T m.on m

Agaln ‘it di’d not stop here.
Late at midnight befoure - the

poll, mom . a hand-written .

.paster in large numbers was
“pasted all over Bhopal, and in

.the Muslim mohallas, that ’

there is danger-of the Hindu
Mahasabha winning, we have
withdrawn . Shakir Alj-
now the Muslims should vote
for the Congress to save secu-
- larism, etc. The names below
were of prominent-local Com-
munists and “our influential
"Muslim suoporters!
.. The Communists organis-
ed their election campaign
- -ofr '@ mass basis and called
for sacrifice, The Party ap-
pealed for Rs. 10,000 elec-
tion fund, with 100 .com-
rades - collecting Rs. 100
each, The quota was over-
falfilled,

An inspiring .feature of the
-campaigh was that the Mus-
lim women worked more
actively than even their' men-
folk. In the last days, it was

. a common sight to see hun-
“dreds of Musim women, with

burgas on, kids in arms and
their noon meal in a packet,
working the whole day to-en-
sure --that - their
Shakir Mia did win, whatever
the odds. .

Communist women  squads
even held street corner meet-

ings. The Communist Patlia-

mentary candidate-was -Mo-
hinl Devi. 8he activised Bho-
pal's womanhood, ably assist-
ed by two leading Women com-
rades, Akhtar Jehan Begum
and Shanti Devi.and supporf-
ed by many more. They pro-

‘duced a.spectacle that Bhopal .
citizens hegan arguing ‘whe~
ther more women, both Mus-"

" lim and Hindu, had voted for -
. 'Shaklr ‘Al

~men.

. ing

. comrade .

MADHYA PRADESH—CONGRESS
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and unreasonable utterances
- by Dr. Katju and other Con-

gress ‘leaders encouraged t.he :

communal forces,

Another factor which gave
sufficient time to the  Jana™
Sangh assisted by the. fascist
bands of the R. 8. 8. volun-
teers to consolidate their posi- -

tion, was the delay in the dis- -

tribution . of the tickets . to
their partymen.

When the parfymen - were -

busy in fighting each other .
the Jana_ Sangh' workers
started  approaching . the

" voters with t.helr pa.rty pro-
Much has appeared in the

press about. the sabotage by
Congressmen against- ‘their
- fellow partymen, A very im-
portant Congressman . be-
longing to the P, C. C. group
told this correspondent that -
they had a plan for ersur-
. ing the defeat  of  many
. Ministerialists, including the
Chief Minister “but  we
never thought that it would .
lead to the - elimination ‘of
the party itself”, Re fold
me that what they aimed at
- was the reduction " in the
majority of the Ministeria-
lists in the Congress legisla .
ture party “hecause ihia
- wonld help us to win po-
wer”. He confessed that our
calculations -had .misfired
- and the results had come as

;. boomerang for us”. -

Dr. Katju’s dereat is a: part

M.,ESTS

Slkh and’ Punja.bi yonth
mostly . carpenters, .~ motor
workers and the like came out..
campaigning in squads, sing-
ing Punjabi folksongs, stirring
the refugee Punjabis wherever
they lived against communa-
lism and %o vote Communist,

- The Bhopal workers bro-

ught out a striking demons-
.. tration with 1,500 on cycles .

and Red Flags afloat. It was

a real hit, no other party

could repeat the perfor-

mance.

The Hindu Mahasabha pub~
le .campalign this = time was
not aggressively anti-Muslim,
but meostly an appesl to vote
for Pandit Udhay Das Mehta,
the President of Hindu Ma-
hasabha who had grown old
in the cause of sewa, that the
first time they had sent in a
Congressman, second time a

‘Communist " and - that now

they must give a chance. to
mBhaljl. for- his life-long ser~
e, . -

Popular sympathy was
sought to be won by spread-
the tale that his s&ix
bhouses had been sold in the
cause of the people. He has
however only one house and |
it has not been" sold. yef! -

During the last - week, the
modus operandi of the Hindu
Mahasabha was to -appraach
the backward and poor folks,
of the so-called lower castes,
in their mohallas, through
their chowdharies, who took
the sacred water, sealed in a
pot and ~ the acene enacted
was,Ganga jalo uthao, kasam
khao, Rindu Mahasabha ko
vote doge?

The traditional o!d Jee.-
) dershlp of the Congress is

Jiterally the present leader-
- ship of the' Communist
¢+ Party.. The present ‘Bhopal -

Congress leaders are hard-,

ly-veiled Hiniu Mahasahhis’

-tes,. They . have only the’

Gandhi cap ch bntare £om= .

KBW.AGB .

“main nahin!

of thls conspiracy whlch the
P. C.C. ‘group hatched.
" Although the Internal dis-

sensions. in the Congress play-

ed vital role in its rout, one
cannot - underestlmate the

“frustration and anger. which

the people had - agalnst the
ruling party, -

" The Congress had to lose
. almost all the seats In the* -
Bastar district’ due to their.

"wrong handling of the aff-
airs,

communal partim made the
Muslim -masses ~ anti-Con-
gress. The delay fn conced-

vernment - employees. and
- dismissal of many employees

following the State emplo-"
-yees’ strike mnade them con- -

. firmed anti-Congress voters,
'.The delay -in distributing

- the-Iand to the landless and’
also the policy “of boesting’

INTUC everywhere resulted

in frustration:-aniong  the
peasantry-and labour.

: Although the PSP, and. the

‘8. -P. -have ‘improved . beyond

_‘thelr own expectations they
had lost many - stalwarts in

the election. In the defeat of

Tamasker, the leader of the"
- P.8. P. group in the Assembly

and Dr. Baghel, who confest-

-ed for the Lok Sabha. the
party suffered heavy -losses, -

Brijlal Verma gnother import~
" ant member of the P. SP. was

also detea.ted The leader of

mnna!, not only in spirlt.

The
‘Minister 13 the closest friend
of Hindu Mahasabha candi-

date. During the' last week he

held -all his eléction meetings

in . Muslim areas and not "

Hindu, " to cut the . Muslim
votes going tp Comrade Sha-
kir All,

~Still more crude and open

. was Congress Municipal Coun- .
_Aftabuddin, with' &

cillor,
beard, ‘and an MA degree to

sport, who openly said jn a -
Congress jalsa, ‘Agar aap .
Congress ko vote nahin dete,
to Hindu Mahasabha ko diji--

ye, Communiston ko kisi halat
(It you don’t
vote Congress, you may vote
Hindu Mahasabha,

When the. Bhopal Con-

: gremnen found that Shakir
- Alf could not be beaten and
was .assured of
_ the triangular. conflict, they
- directed that Congress votes
" be diverted for the- snecm

. candidate, . This uplains
. the heavy polling the
da Mahasabha,

Bhopal Congressmen have'
fallen s0 low that .they prefer
to see the Hindw Mghasabha
“win rather than a Muslim

- Communist who was himself

the founder -of the Congress
in- Bhopal and.whom' nobody
dare accuse of comm

“Fhe: Communist leaders not”

only never encouraged’ any
communal appeal but their
Muslim mass. base gave on an

Anspiring demonstration "of

secularism. For example, -the
Parliamentary candidate Mo-
hini, a. Hinde, won as ‘many
votes as Shakir AY, -

This  also proves that the
big majority of Bhopal Mus<

lims wunder. Communist lea-.

.dership voted ‘against - the
Musllm Gougressmen.

‘Tbe hackneyed ap-
praach towards the. Hindu

. Ing the demands of the Go-.

Congress . Education

ha, but on no-
. account Jommuinist.)

success in -

theS.P grouplntbeAssem

‘bly J. C.' Joshi was: also de- .
feated in -his- home constl-

tuency, - -
- 'The Communist -Party’s
performance at the polls
“came as ‘a_disappointment
to the electorate. The Party
- failed to maintain its pre.
- sent strength in the House,
- It succeeded, however, in
.gending one representative to
the Lok Sabha. Homi. Daji
who has been elected by .the
conscious electorate ‘of Indore

by defeating .the INTUC boss
..Verma, who fought: the elec-

tlons with the huge sums -

given to him by the mlll-own-
ers.
" Daji’s victory ln splte of
""all this is'very significant .
and‘provesjthat if the pro-

gressive forces can” be pro- .

. pexly organised they can de-
. Aeat "anybody how-so-ever
-, strong he might be. .
Shakir Ali’s victory. “from
Bhopal can very well be des-.

" .cribed as the victory of secu-
‘lar forces over the communa—

’l'he victory of Bha!rava
Bharti, a kisan leader who
..won the elections as an in-
—dependent - vindicates . the

correctness of our approach - -

> to the Kisan problems, The

Lthird candidate Gendalal of

‘the CPL who ‘was declared

..elected from Morena, lost to
a PSP candidate in recount-
ing by only two votes.

From Our Speclal
Correspondent _

Ag'ain',:to cut’ the Muslim

votes in 'the second " new"
Bhopal- city - constrtnency,

. Mohini Gupta was contest- . -

- ing, the PSP put up a Mus- "
lim candidate, ‘one .
Qureishi and the .old Lea- .
guers. also supported
The plan wis to split the

" 3,500 Muslim votes of Jahan- -

girabad. ‘Despite his being 3
Muslim and. with a PSP
label; he got only 71 votes
from thé ning pelling sta-
tions -of this ward.

The Hindu Mahasabha has
not taken its defeat normally.
It has collected Rs, 10,000 for

- an election petition and is out

to create communal *trouble
which it thinks will help its
candidate to win ifa re-elec-
tion is ordered. -

. “The Hindu Mahasabha:Mu-

nicipal . Councillor Bhagwan-

das Saraswat ‘who is also the
Becretary of the local Maha-
sabha was- defeated in the
new Bhopal CIty seat by Con-
gress and got' less votes than

- Mohini Gupta  who was se- -

cond. Thesz circles are shriek-

ing: Danga- phir hoga, jaisa

hua tha us ge bada! (There
Wil be » communal  riot
agn.ln, blgger than the last!)

‘I'he provocative aggresalve-
ngess of the Hindu Mahasabha
and the passivity and warse .
of the local Congress has pro-

.duced- _a situation ‘of acute
~eommunal tension. The Id is °
on the .8th, followed by the’

Holl on the 20th. Shakir- All

has -rushed to New Delhi ‘to
$im tlath;pmm
e an in.

Bhopal has again - voted
Communist, The Communists
of Bhopal will do all they can
to prevent & communal riet
taking place dgain. The final’
outcome, however, - does nob.
dependonthemalone- o

L uancun,mz

him, -

"Yusuf - -

Yusuf, also
' Earlier every trick used: to be
. yesorted to to defeat’ this pro-

'SP, who had also’

" 1east ‘the:. Swadeshi

Frnm

Il &RBAN SINGH

[ The’ mdustnal meuopohs

of North Ind:a, Kanpnr, has

' made the Red Flag victorious in the current elections, The ‘popu-

. 'lar Jeader of the Defence workers, S. M.. Banetgce, had been re-
mmodmtheLokSabhalastumevmha 17,0

0 majority. This

_.time he won 139,000 votes, the highest in U.P. and g 59,000 léad

! - over his Congress rival. Qthers who also ran were. w:ped ont, not
polling more than single thoumnds.

\HE beloved leader of the
-textile workers, 8. 'S
won _ this. ' time.

letarian veteran, This time, the

_.Party not only ‘succeeded 'in
- rallying the workers  like an
-army behind their commander,
.but also won enough middle~

class votes to send him to the
Btate ‘Legislature, .Lucknow ki

. kursi main’ ( Seat him on the -

‘thair at Lucknow), in the po-
pular Kanpur jargon.  °

“Tactical -

Objecnves -

" The Party set out three_
';taat{cal obaectives in this
election campaign: - (a) 7e-"-
tain the Parliamentary seat;
(b) win at least one Assem-
. bly seat; (c) conduct the

election campaign in such o -

snanner as to change the po-

3itical climate of this key in- .

_ dustrigl city..
We. put up_ four Assembly

. candidates in the flve seats’ and |
for the Parliamentary seat we
. decxded to support S."M. Ban-

.We made very - serious
eﬂorts to come to an_ agree-.
ment with. the PSP and ihe
influence
among. the working class.: At

" every gate meeting, we offered

two seats to. the PSP, one-1o
the SP and claimed-two  for
purselyes and . appealed  for:
graternal talks for cooperation.

A struggle  began ° inside

" these two parties for negotiat-
‘ing’ with us, but the - splitters
_ ‘proved strong. To inspire con=

fidence in these two . parties,

- we withdrew a month before

the . elections, Santoshi-. from
the contest. There was no res-

pous fielded

We
three Assembly - candidates

ult{mately

- . gnd- fought it out -leaving

the verdict to the - common
people. We won Yusuf's .seat
‘ang in the other tw -recur-
‘ed the second place ofter
" the Congress, and got Te-

. corded the highest vote for.

" the Parliamentary "seat.
«The PSP and ‘the SP con-

" gested all -the six Kanpur seats,

five for the Assembly and one
for - - Parliament. -They “both

. Jost ‘their deposifs in all” the.
. to_express ‘their ' gratitude to

seats.
The . Jana Sangh narrcwly
saved its deposit in_ one -seal
only, but in’ail thé others, it
was, routed primarily )
devastating Commumst -.gam-

e We chose a new éonstituency
for Yusuf this time, Juhi ‘area,;
with five textile mills and. one

"jute mill, Swadeshi Cotton,

Kailagh; Atherton West, J. K.-
. Coftton, Lakshmi Ratan. Cotton~
" and JK. Jute.-We had to make’

from thé very beginning & bold
‘and sustained struggle to achi-

eve solid. working class unity

behind Yusuf. Opposing him
~was-the PSP candidate "Raj,
Dhar, himseld a -~ victimised .
‘Swadeshi - worker, and  the.
treasurer of ‘the common Suti

*. 3Nl Mazdoor Sahha - (SMMS).

“Bveryone felt he will split at’
votes, if

oot of the workers as.a whole.

The Swadeshi Mill has the -

grand tradition of holding gate
meetings ‘at 6-am,, 2 p.m, 19

. pm, whatever the -seasan ‘be,
*. even in-the -cold . weather,

when _the temperatu:e is at

jtrealng pomt, and when'.
»anything senous has 1o he
A mcnn.mz o

~at the’ mill gate but
meetings inside the mohallas.,-'
We decided fo - change our ,

.-successfully. For example, - -
Kailash Mill workers got Rs..

by the

: done by fhe workers. There

are 3,000 workers in each-shift
and when the gate meeting is
announced, not-one Jeaves the

gate without. attending - it. It is

considered a point of honour to
stick .on and listen. .

‘So far the Kanpur tradition~
al practice was that the trade
Uunion meetings used to be held
. Party

whole style of work and ;be-
gan Yusuf's election campaign
with . gate ymeetings and * they
“too right on the Swadeshi gate
‘and in freezing winter..
Yusuf gave -out the - slogan
ek vote, ek note’ (one vote, one
currency note). The Swadeshi
workers responded magnifi-

cently. On the next wage day, -

Rs. 2,000 were’ collected in one
rupee .currency notes, -

- The news:had - electrify-
‘ing’ effect. throughout’ the,

- working class area. It stirred
. the class feeling of all the-
: strengthened

workers and
their determination to make
" their Moulana win this time.
It " had a positive tmpact
among the petit-bourgeoisie.
* The more the Congress - and
the Jana Sangh faced Yusuf's

- powerful campaign, tiie more ..
“panicky they became, as the-

working class became
active and solidified.

more

"_As President-of the SMMS,.’

Yusuf took up the bonus issve
and succeeded in' settling th“
e

25,000 in bonus and the workers

‘gave back Rs. 1,000 as donation’.

‘to the Party elecﬁon fund. -

- The workers. of - Swadeshi

Mill had a particular reason to

be deeply attached - to- Yusuf,
the 1last -
seven years, the management

and his Party. For’

hes succeeded in making - the
.workers work extra. four Hours
every week, Yusuf led a three-
month long struggle and suc-

- ceeded in getting these - extra»

‘1our hours dropped.

‘over 2,000 .and Yusuf

Kanpur-Red Flag

votes, the Congres a little
- 1,758,
Right. there Sultan . made' a

-terrifie’ exposure. of - the . Jana
. Sangh and Guru Golwalkar

on. the basis.of the New Age

. article by Garuda.

The Jana: Sangh began a

) viclous whispering campaign’
- that the son of a Mussalman.’

- had ‘dared attack the Hindu
_dharma.

. When the Jana Sangh-
’ .leader Atal Behari Vajpayee

came to Kdnpur he scolded
his followers: Why did you
let him speak? If I were not

a candidate myself, I would’

- have pulled his tongue out.
"The Jana Sangh made a plan
to counter-attack us both de-
mogogically- and  physically.
We got the original of ‘Gol-

walker's ‘statement, took dut .

photostat ‘copies and . distribut-
ed it in leaflet form in thou-
sands of copies. We again held:
a meeting in this Jana. Sangh
base, -
more yigorously. and he .was
protected by Sikh sardars all
round, The success. 'of our

campaign -demoralised and _pa- ’

ralysed the Jana Sangh,

‘On February 18, the Swade-
'shi- Mill workers decided to
bnng out a mammoth proces-

sion. They covered an 18-mile’

route in six hours . and sent

“Yusuf’s electoral . stock Sky-

S.S. Yosuf

On February 22, a news item -

‘At first, the workers en masse / appeared in'.the Hindi * daily,
sfopped the work just ' as the . Viswamiire, that one day, in

t extra half hour began. The
management declared a lock-out

. lasting over a month. The work-
- ers began to starve, Yusuf lites -

rally inspired the workers fo.
stick it out, and keep up the-
good fight. The wotkers ultima-
tely won. Now they all set out
their beloved leeder. .
Terrific v
Campaign o __\ -
The workers of Swadeshl and’

Kailash en masse became volun-

-teers and active campaigners for .
Yusuf. Comrade Lotu Rai mo-
bilized the jute workers.: The'
textile workers contnbuted Rs.
4,000 while Rs. 3,000 came
from Punjabi workers, truck
drivers and small tradesmen.’
‘Dange’s rally on February

4, made ¢ big, impression.

" We realised - that the C'tmg-
7ess. ‘voter is fized byt pas-
sive and that unless we 6t-
i nft b

;frontally, we will e
able to keep either :the
aporkers united noy-, make
our middle-class moters

firm.
. Aruna- Asat Aﬂ: opened 'tb.e
big thunder . agminst Jana
Sangh and .our lawyer come
rades Chaturvedi and . Sultan
‘Niazi ‘kept it up.magnificently.
Govindnagar is a Jana Sangh
base where it got .oper 4000

one of Banerjee’s meetings,
one (Communist ‘leader said
that Sita was a prostitute.
Neither the place nor the -time
of the meeting nor the name of
‘the alleged speaker, one Com-
munist - leader, was = stated.
However; 20,000 copies . of

Viswamitra  was. distributed,
“free. The cutting was ‘pasted B
up in the walls of all the" tem-
ples and within 12 hours, ru~-.
. reproducing.

merous leaflets
the story from Viswamitra
were broadcast all- over the
city.

- We had only the l,ast day in
our hand. No. public meeting
could be held on February 24
and the poll was ‘on the 25th.
On ‘the 23rd itself, we held
four big: meetings, one in the
Jana Sangh base’ and. tock out
a-5,000 strong procession. -

i The central rglly wds in

- Meston Road aftended by

..about-a- lakh, .followed. by
procession of 50,000 pery
-late in the night. This sma-
" _shed the slander .about Sita
mate. The election results
showed that this last despe~

‘rate bid was smashmgly -

- foiled, by the skilful. and
- high ~speed avork of
* rank and file. ’

S. M. Banerjee began-
parliamentary eempaxgn by

" distributing- 40,000 . copies of a

factual report of his work in
‘the Lok -Sabha. It .deeply im-
lmefsed -public. gpinien’ . .and

m:wm

Sultan " attacked  stll.

his

they came to the conelusmn
that Banerjee had @one good
work during his five years, in
the Parliament.

- We had to come face to face
with .two - negative = factors

which” were siiecessfully over-

come. The PSP and SP had no
candidaté . against him last
time, but this time both put up

' their own parhamentary cap-

dldateo

Congress
Slander

The common voters felt
that the deft vote would- be
split and Banerjee may mot

- win. The PSP gnd- SP had
. gone- go shamelessly - anti-
Communist that they open~
ly bragged that  -their one
aim was.to defeat Banerjee
.and Yusuf, We campaigned
to defeat those who admit
that they can mnever - win
themselves, but are only out

to defeat the other lefts.

_ This ‘worked. -

‘ ‘The other hurdle was the .

new Congross candidate, Vijay
Xumar. ‘Sinha, colleague of the
martyr-hefo ' ‘Bhagat Singh.
‘The people said Sinha may not

“have worked in Kanpur and’

for the people for years but
the Congress was
putting up a clean cand1date
-with a good past.

. Bhagat Singh’s two ‘-other
comrades-in~arms, Shiv Verma

and Jaidev Kapoor came down -

to broadcast the last messaga

of Bhagat. Singh was that’
Marxism-Leninism was the -

only way out for India. When

the Congress found that the -
- appeal ‘of the Congress candi-

date being .also once Bhagat
Singh’s comrade is not -proving
decisive, they rained Nehru’s.
message to the Kanpur voters
from.'an_ aeroplane . above,,in

" lakhs of copies. Thig . created

_excitement, heightened curo-
gity but nothing more. -

Now the Congress intensi- -
along

‘wfied their campaign
- the wsual autj-Communist.
lUnes, Banerjee g “yeiled
Communist”, to- wote for
Banerjee "is to “vote for
- Chou-Mao,” to vote for Ba-
nerjee-is to “yote for Chin-
- _ese. traitors,” to vote for Ba-
nerjee is “to reward a trait-
or”, Banerjee is “a shame on
"Kanpur!” It {is interesting to
note that these anti-Commu=-
nist leaflets distributed  in
" Wakhs and 30-yard long bar-
ners  tied up across the
streets and in every part of
the city were not signed nor

ed. They. were paid jor by

the mill-owners and’ every-

thing else done ‘by the Con-
gress.

Banenee and Yusuf smash-°
ed through every
through a sustained, organised
campaign and 'two mammoth

-- rallies.

On: February 4 Dange’s rally
was held which was the  first
central rally, over 30,000
strong. ’

_ Next week on 11th, Aruna-
ji's meeting was still bigger,
about as big as Nehru's, said
most. She effectively and per-
suasively . debunked the slan~
ders sbout Communist trea-

.chery, Communist being Chi~

nese agents, ete.
She proclaimed herself a
supporter _of Pandit Nehru's
policy that she had support-
ed the Congress 4n Delhi
against the Jana Sangh, and
:that what was needed today
" was a broad -national front
to correct the mistakes of
_the: Congress, consisting of
‘the -people .who would -  be
selﬂesc out to serve. ‘the

at least -

responsibility publicly own- .

obstacle

people and of pure pat'riot-
. ism, She asked for. support
for Baner]ee and Yusuf be~-.
cause they were - such, the:

.. type of legislators the coun= :

- try ‘needed.
‘The week. (ollowing was ‘the:

"anti-Jana Sangh week as: stat~;

ed earlier.
On the 18th, a big procecsxon-

. ‘began from Parade - Ground
.and went round the ecity. - It

was raining and the. 25000 .
demonstrators ‘went on shout-

_ing: €It may go-on raining but

theé-Lion will go on roaring.”
(The lion, sher, was Banerjee’s
election Symbol. L
‘The success of this ‘proces~
sion made it imperative for the .
Congress to bring out a match~
ing one. The Singhanias gave
leaye to all their .workers of
the 2 p.m. shift, one rupee ex= .
tra as a reward, and sent them
out in trucks and rickshaws to

. st:rengthen the Congress . pro-

cession. . .

* The mulh-nulhonnaire,Sjn-
ghania -family, one of -the top
mtmopoly groups in . the coun-
try, -is reported 16 -have spent
over-a lakh over this proces-
sion. Despite all these, it-was °
pale and weak bhefore the ear=
lier procession that had come

- out demonstrating for Baner-
jee. After this, they put out the

stunt story about 51ta as stat-
ed earlier.

People’s:

Joy :

There are 40,000 “rick-

. shawwallas in Kanpur, We
had taken up the misery of
their life and the redress of
-their grievances very 4
ously indeed. Hundreds of
‘theém ‘worked free for Ban-

- erjee and . Yusuf—women,
for making the banners, con-
tributed their. sarees which
‘were all dyed red. This. ge-
nerous gift came to over 609 -
yards. Two meetings of 2000
-each of women ‘alone were
held.~

. After the election resulis

became known ' in the City

. Congress office, one prominent

.Congress - leader told the
others, *now you have it, both -
Chou and Mao have -been,

_elected. We set out to defeat*

Banerjee and we have got Yu-

suf too round our n .
© In the victory rallu, over

- 50,000 strong, Yusuf made
. one of his grandest. speech-
es, the danger signal 1is’
there, pointing towards -the
Jana. Sangh and the =~ Swa- '
tantra Party. 'He fervently
appealed to good - Congress-
“men for unity to defend-
Indig, its honour, tradition
and future and appealed to-
all ‘'to help build _a strong
Communist Party which was
out to build a joint front of
‘all patriotic and democratic
forces., L
He did not claim the Kanpur

victory as of the. Communist

.Party alone but -'that the Party

was_only -its- organizer. It was
really a people’s vxctory. The -
Commuinist votes were only
40,000 - but Banerjee got
140,000, he stressed. @

When the Swadeshi mil.l-
workers heard at about § am.
that their Yusuf had won, they .
stopped work, started singing
and dancing, wi thjoy.- - .-

“Kanpur is logking -.up, the
entire. working class, and all’
progressive indmduals ‘are
happy.  Honest Congressman
are saying among themselveg
that Banerjee and. Yusuf’s vic.

-tories are good, they will-make

other Congressmen think. The
vested interests and. reaction-
aries of all times are cnest-
fallen but desperate. N

P,AGE ELEVEN

seri- . .




From GANESAN

R .'7'“ The electxons provnded surpnses everywhere.,'
' ' Tamilnad is no exception. It was widely hoped by

- Congressmen that the Congress will not only retam its .

o R -,7 " present strength but also increase it. -

A BUBTLE propaganda wa.s
let loose-that -tlie prestige
and inflience of the Congress .

.. gime of-Kamaraj. But this
i - expectation. has been - belied.
LT " To.the dismay of the Congress
» - .. leaders it won only 138 seats-
’ - against 151 seats'in the out-
_ going Assembly. -

One of the main’ teatures of.

. ) the elections ig that the DMK
P . - 'has. emerged as- the- main .
e opposition in the State legisla- -
‘ture. In the last Assembly the

. DMK had 15 members. .
After the ‘exist-of E. V. K.

o ‘Sampath and  his followers
© 5 . from the DMK the latter’s
"~ .7._ . strength in the Assembly was-
SR - -reduced to .12. Now the DMK
... 2 has increased its’ number to
60. It has also'won seven Par-

o liamentary seats. -The DMK
".. .." 'has setured about 34 lakh

B votes .of 27 per_ cent of the
‘total valid votes polled.

The emergence of the DMK
as the main. opposition has
perturbed . Congress circles,
Chief Minister Kamaraj has
* sald.that he was not happy
- over the development.’

.-~ Those ‘who are concemed
for the unity of the:connfry -

- . cannot be happy ‘over the
: ‘vietory of a party like the :

. DME whose main - objectlve
‘_ls the division of the conne

_try. -Moreover, - the DMK’s .
- ‘open alllance with the com-

- munal -Muslim League and

- From Jnan
pibhabd bbb

' Bikdsh '-Movit_ra; =

ONTHS of mtense

T election campaigh, .

- which - developed ‘into a

. 7 ... . magnificent political battle
_» 7. -against _the -Congress in:
T West Bengal are now over.’

: . 'The final posxtron of differ-
" ent partles in the State .
Assembly is as iollows~

-have increased under the re- . .

- fts get-together with the re-~
actlonary Swatantra cannot
but create concern among
the other democratic par-
ties,
- The DMK leaderc N. Anna
dural has ' reiterated - his
" party’s.objective of separation

i of Dravidasthan 'in his latest

- talk to pressmen at Bangalore
after the elections. He also
said .sometime back that his-
party” would . listen' to the.
advice of Rajaji and follow his
lead. These are all disquieting
features.

- The DMK had so far been
acting as a' democratic opposi-
. tion_to thé ‘Congress and it
"-had Always taken up a demo-
cratic position: along with
the Communist Party on many
democratic ‘issue.

The CPI and DMK stood
Jointly on the side of  the-

_people. on almost all issues

affecting the people inside and
outside the legislature. Let us
hope that the DMK con-
tinue to function a ‘demo-
cratic opposition in the inte-
rests of the people ‘ahd not be

dragged away by the Swatan-
tra Ieadershlp :

> ‘The -DMK. may boost its

‘victory -as -a -—victory of Iits
slogan of ‘Dravidasthan. M.
arunanidhi, one of. its top

’leaders, has-already declared

that the people have given
their - verdict ln  favour of
Dravldasthan

‘W Bengal

’ total number of votes cast in

1952 was 7,537,827.and in 1957
it was 10,469,803. The 1962
figures are not available, The
percentage calculated for 1962
is on the- basis ot ﬁgures for
246 seats. _

The percentage of votes
polled by different parties - in

. 246 out ot the 252 Assembly

‘RCPI‘ T L

. PSP S e
- Socialist Unlty Centre C .l
_ Lok Seyak’ .Sangh (I.-SS) p
"-Gorkha League )

Total SeatS' ‘952 -

AT

BolshevlkParty T
Independents (ULF supported) : ’

T No. of ‘Seats Won
. 1957 . 1962 .

v s 152 . 157
T -, 48 . 50 -
2 b

. .8l 13
s 7"

R 2

Lo 9
21 B

q 4

i1 2

; -8

Independents B ’._’ o

The Opposltlon ln 1957 was
ed over:to the Congress:
‘tions -it. was 93 in all: After
95. The Communist bloc in -

" 52 since two-of the nine ULF-
" saported ‘Indépendents will
slt with the Communist bloc

'rhe total number ot seats

ln‘ 1952 was 238 and in 1957 as .

: well"as thls timezs2 The

100 But seven members cross- .

. “80°

..7,.  on the eve.of: the 1962 elec-’ _
the’ elections their number i&~ . -

1957 was-5I. Now'in 1962 it is.

seats detalls of whlch nre
avallable till the tlme of writ-
ing, ls as tollows

AN

. is as follows:

Bowever, the truth ls that
the slogan of Dravidasthan
.. was not made an election
‘issme. This -slogan was only.
mentioned as the: objective
in'the ;Jpreamble of the DMK
- election manifesto. Nor was
‘this featured in . their press
and election platforms Be-
sldes, the DMK won ‘many
of its marginal seats  only
‘"because of its alliance with .
. the League and Swatantra.

" Another important feature
in- the’ election is that the

Swatantra Party lost heavily .= .-

in the electlons gettlng only

Arandon Namblar®

slx seats in the Assembly and
losing as many as 57 deposits
out of the 94 seats contested.
It could not win single Lok -
Sabha seat. It is a clear indi-
cation that the people hayve
rejected ‘Swatantra ' politics.
Rajaji’s’ alllance with the
DMK has helped the" la.tter
but. not. himself, .

Such 1s also the case with
the Muslim League." alllance
with the DMK. The League

the Opposltlon It has won 22
seats from the CPI and 29
from other Opposition groups,
‘while it has lost 20 to the
former and 33 to the latter.
. The CPI has suffered- seri-
ous set-backs in Calcutta and
24-Parganas and in Howrah
district. It has lost five of. its
ten seats in Calcutta ‘to- the
Congress. But the Congress
also has suffered severe re-
verses in a number of dis-

" tricts.

The position of the Congress
and the , Opposition in the
different districts of the State .
in the three general electlons

" ‘Caleutta .o
Howrah

_Bankura = .
Murshidabad -
Midnapore

Malda .
W.'}Dlnajpur . S e
Cooch Bihar - - .~

;Darjeellng Ct .

- Congress
.CPI- .

- PSP L

--Qther- parties-

Independents

Pe.rcentage ‘of votes polled

1952 1957 1962
38.20°  46:14 - . 48.90
9.7l  17.82 | 24.10

" 8.30- 9.85 - -4.60

20.90 - .-11.70 12.10
19707 1410 . 8:80

The Congress has galned 51 .
seats from .and has lost 53 to ot the rullng party lnclude pore) ProvatKar (Hooghly)'_-

- The casualtles in the:ranks

NEWAGE '_

. parliamentary.

.. 1952

contested Assembly 'a.nd :
two Lok Sabha seats. But it
could not win any.

Bowever, we can now see
- in every Muslim village the
Muslim League flag flying
along with the PMK flag.
The communal Muslim Lea- .
‘gue is again rearing its ugly
- head. . Unfortunately. the
DMK has helped this pro-
cws. :

: Another notlceable feature
of the election. results is

 R. Umanath,

the trouncing of the PSP in
Tamilnad. It lost its two seats.
Its leader Chinnadural lost to-
the Congress—in spite of his
alliance with ‘the- Swatantra.

‘The. PSP supported G. K.

Bundaram, a Swatantra mill-
owner in the Coimbatore
constituency,
where the real fight was be-
tween the . Congress candi--
date and the Communist Party
‘candidate Parv’zathl Krishnan.

two Cablnet Mnlsters, one
_Minister of State, the Speaker:
of the dissolved Assembly and
the Presidents of five District
Congress Committees.” Some,

of the Communist-leaders also T

,have lost their seats.
Communist candldates have

polled the highest votes in the

Assembly elections. They are:

Tarun Sen Supta: 48,808 (Dum

Dum); Niranjan Sen Gupta:
41,049 . (Tollygunge), Jyoti
“Basu . ‘(leader of the opposi-
“tion: 40,830 (Baranagore). -

. Inspite of its- reverses in
the Assembly elections, = the
CPI has not only rétained its -
silx Lok Sabha seats, including

The Communlst Party ‘safs
fered -heavy reverses. in- the
elections: It lost three Assem-

bly seats and two Lok Sabha . |

geats, However, it gained two
other Lok .Sabha- seats, M.
Kalayanasundaram was elect~

ed: from Trichy II Assembly -

constituency. for .the - third .
time in a straight fight with

thuraipoondi in ‘'a stralght
contest with the Congress to
the ' Assembly.

People hoped that the. CP!

'{and the DMK would come.to

an electoral understanding;
Had such an understanding

‘been arrived at the Congress’

strength would have further

" been reduced, But -the DME
‘. preferred fo- have an under-
-standing with the League and -

the Swatantra..

D Congress eakene :

‘the Congress. A. K. Subblah/ A
was also elected from ‘Tiru--

The DMK set up candl- °

dates in 44 seats against = =

CPI candidates and sup--.
" ported either the Swatantra,
League or jndependent can-

didates against the CPI in . ~

. the remaining constitnen-
cles contested by the Coms-
munists, expect in Trichy
district where the CPI and
the DMK had a districtwise

i partial understanding for

- mutual support.
The CPI had to conduct the
election fight mainly on its
own strength. It had the satis-

faction of giving a principled - ~

fight, The Communist. Party’s
-defeat has caused mu

cern in its ranks an
among the other -democratic

sections, The CPI' will learn -
proper lessons from the-elec-

tions ‘and chalk out its pro-
gramme of further action.

and Dr Baradish Roy. - :
. Renu Chakravartty has
. been returned by. the largest
. majority among all Lok Sa-
bha-candidates from West
Bengal, her lead over her
-nearest ‘Congress rival belng
94,424 votes, .
~The RSP has. retalned its
- existing seat The F:B. has lost
its two present seats, but has
‘won 8 new one from . Cooch.

Behar. One ULF-supported In- -

-dependent has been . elected
by -defeating Ila Pal* Chow-
dhury, sitting Congréss M.P.
.from Nababwip Parliamentary -
constituency. .

The final party posltlon in.

“Con.,- Opp. “.Con.
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B three in Calcutta it has fur-

ther increased - its tally. by

threé. Communist candidates. -

“elected to, the Lok Sabha are;
Prof. Hiren Mukherjee, Dr.
Ranen Sen and Indrajit Gupta
from Calcutta; Renu Chakra-
vartty (Barrackpore); Sarkar
Murmu (Balurghat-Schedu-
- led), ' Md. - Elias
‘Dinen Bhattacharyay, (Seram-

(Howrah);

the ‘Lok Sabha is as’ follows:

Tot..l Seats 36 i

i ~1957 1962 .

_Congress o 23, - 22

‘CPI N 6 - 9 -

FB. R I |
RSP~ - ) 1 1

Independent P

(ULF- supported), —

" Lok Sevak Sangh T

PSP 2

'Independents - ;1 ’

mncn u, 1982;,-; .

eon- ..
also .

,Electlon Frgures .

ol

- B

; PIETER KEU NEMAN on...

- On _behalf of the
“of: all, fo .congratulate

.and the pohce. L
@"UR Party- has supported
’ port every action of the Gov-

smashmg it totally.

- many théories have been ex-
pounded. - Many _inferences
* .. have been drawn from facts, -

real- ‘and - imaginary. Many
points of detdil have been ‘ex-

"bers _have’ behaved as if this
House could constitute itself
into a parallel lnvestlgating'
authority..

. 'The: main questlon is that a
- reactionary ‘coup d’etat was

destroying not only the. Gov-
‘ernment but the Left as'well;
that parts of the plot have
been uncovered and some of
the plotters arrested; that all
the reactionary and upper
“class forces in this country are

. Uning up in various' ways in
defence of the coup d’etat and
-its perpetrators; ‘and. that
internationsl reaction, too, is
doing what it can in their
support. :

gain by arguing whether pea-
sants can do without workers

- Both points of view will only
. isolate their respective expo-
nents and get them in trouble.
In this situation what do we'
‘gain by trying to thrash out
the differences between us of
" .a month ago? No, Sir. The
. "main job before the Govern-
* ment and the.Left, whatever
may be their dlﬂerences, is to
get together and jointly smash
this reactionary conspiracy of

Y

. Mr. Speaker, the attempt-.
ed coup . detat is not an
isolated incident. It is nof,

“merely -the product  of -the

.couple of dozen highranking
" army and police officers. It
is the most recent and most
desperate . development .in~
the long and bitter struggle
" that' foreign and lecal re-
“action have waged to rob
the commeon people’ of the

*1958; to turn the clock back;"
. and_to return Ceylon to the
- state of affairs that existed
. ‘under the, colonial regime
_“and the successive UN.P.
Governments that followed

‘Latest"
Chapter

. -This attempt at a " coup
d’etat is the latest chapter in
a sordid story of reactionary
- intrigue whose earlier chap-
ters include the break-up of
Mr. Bandaranaike's Govern-

- nation of Mr. Bandaranaike
_himself; the short-lived- and
Zunsuccessful ~ 'attempts " to
“‘stabilize ' the position of re-
action under two  Caretaker
Governments; and the strug-*
gles . against the. Petroleum
-Bill, the schools take-over and
'other ‘progressive ' measures
- which took place in the latter

of 1961, -

.Both the nature of the plot
and the:charagter-of the plot-
ters make it clear what would:
have happened if this attempt
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and will continue to sup--

- ernment directed towards un-"
earthing all 'the ramifications’
of this reactionary - plot and ’

" In the course of this Debate, *

aggerated out of ,all’ propor- -
tion, Some honourable mem-:

planned; thatit was aimed at .

In this situation what do we -

_ or workers without peasants?-

'torelgn and local vested inter- :
ests.

as - some people suggest»

overweening ambitions of a |

- galns they have made since--

ment in 1959; the foul assassi- -

- taken place.:
. comes’ at this late stage, we

parf 01960 and the early part.

Commumst Party, I wrsh ﬁrst -
the Government
has’ taken so far te silppress the attempt ‘at a‘reaction- -
ary coup d’etat based on sectrons of the armed forces .

at a reactlonary coup d'etat

had succeeded. These 're-

actionary “conspirators. were’

out to destroy ‘the “Govern-
ment. -

They sought to decapltate
and destroy the Left move-
ment. But, above ‘all, théir re-
actionary “coup. d'etat was
aimed against the common

people of this country. That-

is somethlng that none of us
should forget

-Alms 0i_ . 'j
Coup '

If this. reactlonary coup'

@'etat had  succeeded in
establishing - a . military-

police reglme in this coun-’
the commeon people.

try,
would have lost their right

. to vote and to establish a
Government ot their own
choice. .

1t would have meant the end
of Parliament and démocratic
institutions,

It would have meant the-end
of an independent, peaceful
and anti-colonial foreign
policy, and the incorporation
.of ‘Ceylon into SEATO and
‘imperialist military alliances.

-It would have meant the-
establishment of a regime of

military - and policé terror,
with the whole country belng
run on the lines of “Opera-
tion Ganja”.

It' would have meant the
engl of national languages and
cultures’ and the -.enthrone-
ment of ‘cosmopolitanism, or
what the honourable member
for Avissawella, (DPR. Guna-
‘wardena) 50 vividly called

. “Thuppahl Culture”.

It would have meant the

end of all hopes of a unified

and national system of educa-
tion, and a return to the posi-
tion where Catholic Action

"and other reactionary vested.
interests would dominate over.

~eduecation.

It would have meant the end
of food. subsidies, of trade
union and democratic_rights,
and the slashing of social ser-

vices and the standards of .
living of the people .in order .

.to maintain-and enlarge the
profits of torelgn and local ex-
ploiters. ..

As far as the Commumst
Party is concérned we have
continuously = warned the
House and the couhtry of the
dangers of g reactionary mili-
tary-police dictatorship. We
have ' continuously warned

. -against the danger of allow--
ing known and notorious re- -
.- tionaries to cortinue to occupy
- leading positions in the Armed

Forces, thg Police and the
Administration.
We have demanded that

these reactignaries should be -

removed and replaced by per-

‘sons who are patriotic. and -

loyal to democracy and pro-
gress.

1t this ‘had been ‘done ear-
Her, " the " present attempted
coup- d’etat may never have
Even though it

welcome the fact that, in its

statement yesterday, the Gov-
" ernment has'at last announc-,
ced that it Intends to take.

-those steps. We ask the Gov- .

ernment not to keep. this in-
the sphere of announcements

~.alone but to take immediate.

action to ! lmplement thls

~policy -as well;

I should like to mentlon,
more -specifically, that we of

on the steps it

Yo the country”—

the Communist Party warned
the country last month itself

~ of the dangerous drift towards
mijlitary rule. Speaking in this
i+ House on January 9, 1962, I )

said:
© “On behalf of the Com-
munist Party, -X would. like
- to say that it is necessary

to warn the country, the’

progressive forces of  this

- counfry, this House’ and the

honourable members on the
other side that the stage js

being gradnally but steadily .

“set for a pérmianent military.
government in this country.
Sir, I am not making these

"remarks l.lghtly"—[Oﬂicial
Report- January 9, 1362' 46
., €. 133].

"I concluded that speech by
saying: “But may I tell the
honourable - members of the
Government: do not create a
situation where we get taken
‘into ‘custody and you join us

.

- next week! Let us now see that

this military control, this
growing domination by the
military, is ended. That is the
main question, and that is the
warning which must be_given
[Official Re-
port January 9, 1962; Vol, 48,
C. 113].

“That was what I sald on-

behalf . of the Communist
Party on January 9, 1962. I re-

“turned  to this question' on

January - 25, two days before

~the attempted coup = d’etat

was due to start. ‘On that
occasion. I said  this-I am
quoting from Hansard.

“The last time I spoke on
this question I warned agalnst
the growing military threat to
democratic institutions in this

- country. This danger is grow-

ing as a result of the policy
of the Government”—[Official
Report January 25, 1962; Vol.
46, ©..934].

Communlst
w_arni_ng ‘

I went on to criticise the
Government’s policy of break-
ing its alliance with the work-.
ing class dand the Left, and
forging a new alliance with’
the '‘military. I -continued--I

‘am quoting now from column

934:
. “Let me tell them: tlns
cyou are now taking on a
friend who will cut your own

throats. Some.of you hope .

to use the military to smash
the working class. The mili-
-+ tary may do its best to oblige
.you. But if they do succeed
in smashing the working
- class, you are next on the
list. As I told you last time,
if you put us in prisen this
week, you will be there a
few weeks -later—or some
of you will be there, And it
- will ‘be "the same .military
-forces that will pat, you
there. ...

Mr. Speaker, ln this situa--
tion T hope that the Govern-

-ment, too, will reassess its own

posltion

Let 1t-realise that the only
‘effective way to fight  and
smash this conspiracy of fore-
ign and local reaction is to

mobilise the common people, -

to make them :aware .of the
issues at stake and to draw
them into the struggle.

Let- it realise that, in the

-

‘struggle - against reactlon the

organlsed working class and

-.the Left. movement  are not
- enemies but friends and allfes. -

'The. Communlst Parw is .a
. 'NEW AGE .

frlend and ally whlch is reli-
‘able, - determiried and experi-
enced in the struggle against
reaction.
I- should. like  fo ask
‘honourable members oppo-
- site this question: Can’ you
really hope to uncover and

smash the forces behind this -

attempted coup d’etat by
relying solely on the. very
-forces among whom the at-
tempted coup d'etat origi-

nated—namely, ‘the armed’

services and the police?

"‘Rely On

[’eople

We know - that among the

officers, and, far more S0,
among the rank and file of the
armed services and the police
there are honest, patriotic and
loyal persons who are opposed
to reactionary conspiracies
and coups d’etat. As far as the
Communist Party is concern-
ed, we hold all these persons

in high regard and thank

them for their loyalty to
democracy and the people.
But the: Government itself
knows that,the arrest of 29
hlgh-ranklng army and police

officers has not eliminated all

reactionaries and conspira-
tors, current or potential, in

the armed forces and the

police. “

That Is why we say: Do not
place your whole trust in the
armed forces and the police

to fight and. destroy this cons--

- piracy.

Rely mainly on the people,
on the organised  working
class, on the unity between
the Government and the Left

and, of course, on the pat-

riotic and loyal forces within

the armed services and the.

‘police, Only a combination of

all - these forces can really

smash this treacherous cons-
piracy.
Mr. Speaker, the eyents of

the past two weeks have been

a real political education to
the people of Ceylon. They
have confirmed in practice the
truth of the repeated warn-
ings of the Communist Party.

First of all, they have
shown that the real threat
to democracy and demo-
cratic institutions comes not
from the Left but from the

Right.

Secondly, they ha.ve shown
that anti-Communism, and
the slogan of the struggle

" against the working - class -

and the Left Movement, are"
always an excuse to justify’
the attempt at military-
police  dictatorship by the
nght

We had “the same experl-
ence in the case of the assassi-

Movement and at settlng up a

dictatorial " regime, cannot
depend merely on an execu-
tive arin. It must have other’

ramifications, In particnlar, ]
‘it must have a political arm.

I know several of the people
who have -been taken’ into’

custody; They are all deep-'

dyed " reactionaries .but they
are not -the fools that some-

people try t6 make them out -

to be. They havé enough in-
telligence to know that,” un- -
less they quickly establlshed
'some form- of political - con-
solidation after seizing power,
they . were - only opening thé
gates to civil war, -

Maybe they hoped for inter- *

vention ' by- .and_ assistance -

from the USA or’ other im--

perialist powers in exchange
for giving up the policy o!
neutrality and joining SEATO.

Maybe they hoped to lnstal
in power a.reactionary . party

.that had been defeated in the

elections.

Maybe they hoped to con- -

fuse the people by installing

“for a short time a so-called
“national government” com-- ..

posed of selected people- trom
more than one party

Political -
Wing

B

Maybe they hoped J:o re- ‘

enact the events of Pakistan

in Ceylon, to - -suspend .the .
Constitution and to .instal

-Governor-General’'s Rule;. . . .
But irrespective- of -whe~

_ther the -conspirators had
one or several or all. these ,
aims, this .coup d’etat could
-not have lasted long unless”

welL.

That is why ‘the invmtiga-
tion cannot be : allowed- to.
stop at the present point.

- You must go fally mto the
political aspects. of this

it had a pohtlcal arm: as -

attempted coup d’etat. You -

must discover, expose and
render harmless the- ‘poli-"
tical, social and. economic
forces behind this conspl’-
racy. . .

The tortuous criminal pro-:

ceedings in relation to _the

-assassination of Bandaranaike -
are still not.completed.. As a

result, the promised Commis-
slon on the political aspects. of

. his assassination has not been

able to start work, Perhaps

the undiscovered forces be-
hind :the assassination of
Bandaranaike t§ try thelr luck

" again,

nation of 8. W. R..D. Banda- -

ranaike. Here, too, the assassi-

. nation of .the Prime Minister

and the subsequent attempt to

instal the fofces of the Right

in power were sought to be

justified by the  bankrupt

;llggan of “fighting Commu-
m » N

Let the Government and the -

forces standing behind it draw
correct conclusions from these

ous glitter of anti-Communist
slogans there always lurks the

reality of a reactlonary, Heht- - pimes of Ceylon newspapers -
chould."be thoroughly: and , .

wlng consplracy!. i,

‘But -a - coup, d’etat whleh
aimed at . overthrowing the
Government, at smashing the
working class and’ the Left

1

The attempt at a- reactlon-

ary coup d'etat is an even
more ambitious and more tar-
reaching effort by foreign and-
local reaction “to . realise - its
aims than even the assassina-

tion of 5. W. R. D, Bandara-

‘this has encouraged some of -

naike. That {s why things can-_ )

not be left where they -are.-

I notice from the statement -

of the Government ‘that the

persons who have beer ‘arrest-
ed are all silent or delight-
fully vague when it comes to-

the point~of their political -
. aims and connections. “That. is

why the main purpose of any

experiences, Let them never 15iher investigation must be

" forget that behind the spuri-

(directed towards ferreting out.
these political connections: ;

I demand that the edito-
rials and the activities of the-

deeply . investigated.
with the honourable

I agree
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.. “measure of progress. Agricul- -

"-__T'By T. NEKISOV

».Of late some of the~ eritics of the Sovxet Union

: :abroad have been very.fond of -talking: about “the. -

“crisis” in -Soviet agnculture

Agriculture .in - the

_ USSR, they alege is in a stafe of chromic “decline.
'.Production_ fails to pick up, harvest yields are year

" -after year low and the great virgin land: expenment

‘that Nikita Khrushchov- started way back in 1954

has all but flopped. .

O prove all this they
L seize ‘on certain_ ‘state-

o ments and criticisms magde in

: ."the-Soviet press, tearing them

" . ‘out of-their context and dis-

torting their meaning, Unfor-
tunately -for ‘them -however,
‘the “crisis”. ‘of which ~they
speak so much’exXists only-as
the figment “of "their “own
imagination, it has little basis
in fact: -
“The fact, on the other hand
-is that Soviet agriculture has .
- in recent years made a signal

- - ‘advance; -a bare look at the

- indices' of production in the
- -last few yeats. makes )
clear beyond_dispute. e

- Oddest
,_ »Mlstake

. ‘The nddest mistake in- exa-
mining -these indices -
be to take a boom year, of for
" that matter a lean yesr, as a

- fure. even: where it is highly"

" mechanised as. in the USSR .

‘still depends ‘'so ‘much on uns
ceitain - weather conditions :
that it would .- be extremeiy
hazardous to. do’ 80. - -
‘And yet some ‘of, the
‘Western critics, out anyhow
to show:a decline’in Soviet
" agriculture, have with mali-

cious intént sought to draw
a-comparison between the -
- .peak year of 1958  and the -
" - stucceeding years ~of 1959 - -

. and 19690, ~when weather
: conditions were, - altogether
unfavouratle. - -

- Even -this trick - wouid taii~
to work new, as ‘agricultural
production last _year' (1961)
+." was almost-back™ to the peak

- level of 1958. Actually the-only
" way to obtain a ‘correct and
* objéctive: picture is to-take up

-averages ior ‘a number of

' years.

It we, theretore,
'the first part of the last-de-.
cade’ (1951-55) "with ‘thHe: se-:
cond .(1956-60)—the’ ‘period in

" which the new agrarian poli-
“cles- fitiated by Nikita' Khiu-
shchov have been in the main

E iniplemented—we-find-a clear .
and unmistakable trend Of -

‘progress,
" we' find that groSs agri-
__cultural output in thé 1956-

"60 period  increased by as’

much as 43 per cent as com-

pared to the earlier period. -

The:average annnal rate of

increase in the ‘gross output -

. "advanced from 4.1 per cent

-in"1951-55. to 5.9 -In 1956-60;

" -The Western critics “should .

| ‘@06 well to remember: before :

., - they -attack Soviet agricul-
" - ture that the corresponding

ﬂm for the USA are only

23 andz'i per cent. .

Thus,” ‘we ‘see that- SOviet
. - agriculture has been advanc-
.ing.in_the last few -years at
double ‘the rate of the'USA. -

The "-all-round - growth . oi!

agricnitural production in the: |
* USSR can ‘be ‘seen from .the -

\ fact that the average annual
- output of grain increased from
.89.2-million . tons in 195155 to

127 ‘million" tons  in 1956-60, -

an increase of ‘42 per-cent.’

The output of cotton in the -
same period “increased ~ from

/3.9 million tons te 4.4 niillion

“tons,. and’ of sugar beet from .

--24 million tons to 456 m‘illion

would -

zct:cmpare .

. ‘The’ corresponding " figures

for flax are 0.23 million tons
and 044 million: tons, for
potatos 695 and 883 million
tons, vegetables 11.2 artd 15.1

. ‘millon’ tons, and i.'ruit 21and
.29 million tons

- As'a result of this magni
ficent increase. in. agricul-
tural production, State pur-
chases of grain and . other
products have . sharply in-
creased: those of ' grain
alone rose from 33 million -
tons to 50 million tons. In
1961 the figure went np fur-
ther to 54 million tomns. .

- Another vital branch of

. agriculture, Hvestock farming,
. has made rapid headway in

this period. The caftle wealth
of the country Increased from
58.8 ‘million heads in 1955 to

" 758 million ‘heads” in 1960,
.ie., by 29 per cent.

The production” 6f ‘meat in-
creased in 1960, as compafred

" 0 1955, by 24 million tons (in .

‘slaughter weight)
per cent.

The\production of milk
similarly” has ‘gone:-‘up consi--
derably:- as compared-to 1955 .
1t roge in 1960'by abbut19 mil-
lion ‘tons or 43 per-cént. In
fact in regard ‘to'milk and
butter production, the "Soviet
Union has a‘lready outstripped
‘the USA.

As- arresnlt. ot this remar-
. Kable:growth, the market-
able surpluses —‘of livestock
products have risen sharp-’
. 1y In the period.1955-60, as
. compared to the earlier pe-
.. tiod, 73 per cent more meat,
102 per cent more ‘milk, 87
~ per cent moré eggs and 63
~ per cent more wool were
sold. B
The achievements of 80viet\
.agriculture, ‘enumerated
above, were maide possible by
& hedvy increase in state in-

or by 37

‘vestments in‘this:sector of the -

national economy

* These investments increas-
ed ‘from 14 billion ‘roubles in
the ~1951-55  period to 27.2
. bilHon roubles  in ‘the latter

half of the'iast decade, which
' meéans that they nearly dou-
“bled. These investments were
used largely for the technical
re-equipment oi! agriculture.

| Vlrgm
Lands

Over '750000 “tragtors
compared “to 427,000

(as
in the

sides. large qaantities of other
"machinery, were ‘suppled to
'the collective and state farms.

‘The farther mechanisa-
‘tion -of ‘Soviet agriculture,
"together with other mea-
: -sures, has resulted in a big
. 'rise in labour productivity
“on'the farms. As compared

"0 1955, the gross output of

. .“agricoltural - produce per,
“worker increased by 32 per
. cent in 1960.

The development of virgin
and long fallow lands in the
' boundless “stéppes of Kazakhs
‘stan, Siberia-and other East-
ern regions of ' the - country
. has been a-vital factor in the -
progress’ and - expansion oi’
Soviet -agriculture.

- The reclamation of abont
105 million acres of land in -
-a few years has been a
miracle of hnman endea-

S 0 v i e’t A gl r l‘c lli tlir e—i-‘:
Slgnai Advance’_

earlier five-year period), be- . .

N\

vour; which has i.'ew “paral-
lels in the world. The suc-
cess of this mighty enter- .
. prises can be seen ‘in the
" fact:that the virgin land .
acres today account for.40:
per: cent of all . the gral'n
produced in the country.
Apart from . repaying . the’
heavy investm
development, they have al-
ready yielded a net profit. of
32 thousand million roubles.
Encouraged by this: suceess,

the Soviet Government is.con-

tinuing the \ development "of

virgin _ lands . andplanstoe,

bring Under the plough® not
less than another twenty mil-

-lon acres of land in’ the im-

mediate future.

The fairly detailed ﬂgures 1
have given above seem to me

on agriculture, ali discussing

. the-problems .and difficulties

to finally settle the guestion .

‘of a “crisis” in Soviet agricul-
ture beyond dispute

faced by {t? Why'is Nikita

. Khrushchov personally devot-
ents on their - pe f

ing so much  attention  to"
agriculture and giving it top

‘priority?

-The answer fo these ques~
“.tioms is not far to seek. Pes-
- pite all the progress Soviet -

‘agriculture “has- made, pro-
gress that i3 indisputable,
it i not yet going as fast as
it must if it {s to reach the
‘majestic target set before it.
The new.Programme,. pass-.
ed by the 22nd - Congress of
the CPSU, envisages a 250 per .
cent increase in 20- years in-
the aggregate volume of agri-

-cultural’ - production. - If ‘the

To talk of a crisis or decline .

or failure of Soviet agricul-
ture in the face of rising out-
put of all kinds of agricul-
tural produce—rising at ‘a rate
that ‘would be considered, by

_the standards applicable in a

country like the USA,  very
iast—makes absolutely : no
sense.

®

- tantly Increasing

. Why then, one might aak '

is there se much criticism of

shortcomings of agriculture in .

the Soviet press itseif? - Why

are there so many conterences )

fef

it

it

Soviet people ‘are t0_enjoy an
abundance —of - -agricultural
produce, these targets must be’

.achieved.

. At present, however, the
rate of growth of agricultural

production is lower than what

is necessary to meet: the cons-

require-
ments of the people. .
‘These requirements are in-

déed growing, very fast, thanks

‘to the growth In the popula- .

“tlon and the purchasing capa-
city of the people.
_Certain’, measures . adopted

in recent years—-wage S
creases.. and . tax reductions,
abolition of state loans, in-

crease in pensions and.other:

payments to the population—

have resulted. in an increass

of more than 24 thousand mil-

‘Hon roubles in the cash in-

comes of the people .
“This has- led to a marked

rise in.the demand for farm

products, -~ especially meat,

“milk and butter. If, therefore, . _ ’

Soviet agriculture is to keep

pace with -the " growing.re- .

quirements of the- -population,
it has to ‘gr a good, deal
faster than it is ‘at present
doing.

the Soviet leadership is pay-

ing a lot of ‘attention fo re--

moving the bottlenecks that
are hindering the advance of
agriculture, = -:

One of these ' bottlenecks.
consists in the adherence of "
Soviet tarming to. certain” -
methods, in parti-

outda

cular Rhe” method of ley

- farming or grassland farm-
‘ing founded in the ' Soviet .

~Union by Academician Wil-
liams, an eminent : soil
-,scientist_ot the past - w_ho

" X SEE FACING PAGE

- GARIBADI SALSA Is e
" puted for doeoduuth )
" werid's beat blood purifier
" Is cloars tho bowels rege
larly, cures oll akin ond
- other diceosss erising ca
- of bleed impuritica, toaes
.wtbolnr increases the

It 15 for this reason - that}.

“The struggle for

a
sent Italian sitnatmn”

; “.,\' - plenary meetmg of the

general -of --the .
stressed . that . “the -agitation

*. change: and .more precisely
~for.q Shlff, to the left of na-

.’ 'an ‘essential elément ot the
Dollcy of the Party

“Ii’ the need for a shiit ol

.many other parties, amongst
“them ‘the Christian Demo-
- cratic | Party, :

congress, " and ‘even by the
~high priests of social - and
- ‘economic- conservatism, this
was, above all,: due to the

munist ‘Party had mnever
-/ ceased. playing its avant-
K grade role." .

the last two congresses of . the’
-Italian: Communist, Party (the’

.. €conomie and political renewal
of Italian democracy

R took into account t.he

- the most important of which
- according to Togliatti, -

- in. national economy, and,

of big private monopolistic
. capital “and : of the groups
directing it" . o

'Democranc '

Control Gt

: Ed
Industrial expansion achie-

ved under - the * direction of

-ways -greater profits’ and-
never solved - any :of - the ‘big
economic and social problems,
creating; Instead, - ‘new con:’
" tradictions, new diﬁ‘erences
- DEW. problems . :

st

: Hence, the demand for a
: . democratic . participation in
. B o the management of national

" economy, in the elaboration .

. of 'general
- plans, " both - regional and
local, for greater state in-
“tervention in this field with
an anti-monopolistic direc-'
tion and-for the nationali-
sation of the fundamental

and struggles for -a deep "-

+, :tional policy. had always.been.

this kind. was, today, felt by

which ‘had..
made it the centre of its last -

Togllatti then recalled that.
8th and 9th) concretely de- .
fined a -programme . for. the.

. new elements of the situation,,

" ““the continuously heavier role ‘
* "therefore, also In political life, .

‘ 'political iine ~proclaimed by
. the last congress of the Chris- "

/ﬂiese groups only aimed at al-. -

development -

slnfttotheleftmthepr&

e -was the subject of the report
= “presented by P. Toghat’h ‘at the opening of. l)t,lie

Central Commlttee £ th Ita-
, mmnmst Party on February 12 ore

TO start off; the secretary-‘

v sectors of prodnction, had
- considerably incrwsed. ’

It was this general demand
-which in the last two con-

‘gresses of thé Party was €Xe,

-pressed in preeise points of-a -
programmnie. ' But -later, - these.
same points- or other: amalo-

- -gous ,ones, -continued ‘Toglia- :

tt, were elaborated by . the
socialists,.the republicans, -the

. social-democrats 'and by cer-

tain trends of the . Christian
DemocraticParty A

“.Further permeating public
.opinion these ideas - imposed -
themselves - up to a certain
point on the last nationai

. pressure of the masses, at
. the head.of which the Com- :

ftaiy s Stru

* congress ot the christian De-
mocrats, which had to recog-
nize the necessity tor a poii-
“tieal shiit

But it the party in- power
had reached this coné¢lusion,
Togliatti stressed that it was

due to the.constant pressure °
- of the masses in the cities and .

the  countryside: and. the
‘repulse not,‘only of the elec-
toral law swindle of 1953 but.
pressure against all-the “cen-:.
trist” and rightist formulas
through: which - the Christian.

Democratic Party tried to Te-

main in power. .
Going on to ‘examine’ the
tian Democratic - Party, the
secretary-general of the JCP
stated that the secretary of
the Roman - Catholic . Party, .
Moro, assumed, in his report,
the position of an-ill person..’

."who stands over the bed of a
.- more seriously ill person, hop- -

ing to find some remedy which
may give him ° back a little
strength

'.l‘he remedy would be, in
this case, a greater inter-

' vention by the state through .

different measures, and not
only through an increase in .
public expenditnre, but also
through certain : nationali-
sations and a ‘certain type

.'91 lllanning 50 as to over-, :

-+ come the:more striking con. -

. tradictions and to face the

. )most acute problems and to
eguard, in such 'a man.

vitality of the system.

' But stich remedies, 'I‘ogliatti'»

remarked, during the:con-
‘gress of ‘the’ Christian. Demo-
_cracy had only been séen-from

" development and, above all, an

-anti-monopolistic  stand.had"

" been iacking at the Congress.

sitive the‘refusal of the Chris-

" tian: Democrats ‘to reach an”
agreement with - the extreme .

rightist forces and  also.with
the. Iiberal ‘Party; . although
the possibility of ‘once more

Sht ."t To The Le‘ﬂt\

resnmi.ng collaboratlon with

the latter was not excluded. .

On the other
“left-centre”
presented, -
gress, ..as a- ~ necessity, but,
.above all, . to” “isolate” the

mmunists which' ' proves
.clearly that the intentions of
the. : Christian
Party are not at all. progres-
give, but, on the contrary
conservative R

Need For »
Caunon

hand
formula ~ was

: ,The : same conservative -

spirit was expressed in fore-
ign policy. . There: could he
no shift in this field, Tog-
~ .liatti stressed, if “one con-
tinued to-accept’ the - exis-
tence of American - atomic

bases on Italian territory, if .

the ties with the . socialist
“countries were not streng-
» thened through non-aggres-
sion agreements and break-
ing away. from any form of.
‘colonialism or -neo-colonia.
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B the: inﬂuence of his. theorles
.'millions of acres of the most

-~

7.;f MAROH 1, w6

-z fertile ‘lands were sown ‘to
low-productive grasses, with
.. 'the result that for a lonig
- time grain production in the
country advanced at a very

. vslow rate. Tl

" As the mmé Minister of the
Russian ~ Federation;.” Dmitri
Polyansky, said.recently at a

" Moscow conference; the oute
put-of*ley farming is hardly .
a fifth of what the best me-'

: thods can’ produce. B Tl

Energetic " measures have

: ___years to repiace ley tarming
. mmcxu 1962

. 'ben’ adopted In thelast féw' ..

with a sclentific’ system or

. "crop Totation with such high-

yielding crops as malze -and-

-legumes occupying an import-
ant place in’ this system .

This has already borne
‘fruit, the Soviet . -agriculture

hag-in recent years made a

: considerable headway

The transfer of Soviet agrl.
‘culture -to the new system fs,”

’however, taking : place rather

slowly. It is. not fo.easy. for.
many - of :-the agronomists
trained in the theories of Aca-"’

-demician ‘Williams to . give up’
:the ideas they have held iast

‘to.x

o Many ot them, howevet,.

SOVIET AGRQNOMY-—‘
A NEW REVOLUTION

" are . learning from actnai

experience, and:are forsak- -

ing the outworn theories to:
;which ‘they-had = clung so -
- far, A veritable agronomical .

revolution is. taking = place

'in the minds of our agricnl-
i tural experts e

One can’ say with conﬁ-
dence, therefore, that  the
tetter of grassiand farming on
Soviet, .. agricnltnre is. 'soon:
‘going to:be removed.. There
Beed be no doubt’ that freed of
all ‘obstacles.Soviet agricul-~
ture s going to advarice head. -
long, in step with’ other sec-
“tors of the national economy, .

“leading “to an abundance” of
- all kinds. of agricultural pro- :

duce.A Ry

NEWAGE\

‘ner and on the whole, the

- according- to him, are

Togiiattl considered as’ po-,

¢ 'the
during the. con- -

Democratic .

" of this-struggle, -

Qo

”

:eluded: on- this point, should

-induce:us to be cautiois while:
;walting 10 -s¢e In which man- -

- ner’ this left-centre govern-
ment will take form. . i

The leader ot the IOP then
*-rejected ‘two : opinions which,

taken: -

‘will .change - in"the .Italian

‘sithation, and of:those' who '
think that a new era is about

to _start,
of the masses will be granted
in a paternalistic way,
Constitution will be -enforced
and respected -and everything
will-- 80 in. the best possible
: He then, stated . that,

fact, a new stage of the po-

" g ir e

iitical struggle was opening
np, as the result of a whole
subjective and objective de-
velopment, and that if the
political “left-centre” trend
was going to be followed,
" new.and meore favourable
. perspectives would open up
for the struggle of the Com-

- munists and of the sincerely-

democratic forces to achieve
-a real shift to the left. -

mis- -
of those who main>’

tain that, " despite - anything’
--which ‘may happen, ‘nothing

, where the demands =~

= From S Benmson

'I‘hese tacts Togliatti con-"

,vhe considered the more dan-.’
: §erous), 'rogiiatti enumerated

struggle to attain a real shift

" to the left: .

" ~The . struggle for peace
and for'a new..course in Ita-
_lian forelgn policy. :

—The' ‘struggle to=really in-
‘crease the share of the work-
ing class in- ‘national income’
and its participation: in the
-direction of the economic and
poiitical life of the country. ;

Agrarian reform and
»ﬂrstiy the abolition of meta-
yage) P \,

“, -—Immediate electiona of
regional councils, n-
-able if the eiaboration of the. .
:economic -depelopment " plans
1s to have a democratic cha-
racter;. . .

the =

7' —A rupture.of the monopo-

or A

.listic i’ront directing the ﬁr
blows against -the electricity .

~and sugar monopolles;

—'The revival of the Bouth
through its- rapid - industria--
lisation and the agrarian re-.,

- _form

~—The democratic refonn ot
Public schools;

. —The Tespect of all forms
of lberty: in every ﬁeld

The most, important slogan -

he added,

should be “we must pass from

programmes. to their realiza

- tlon”. E
. '.I:ogliatti also. staged that
- . the trade-union ‘- drgainza-

‘tions would occupy a basie
‘role in this - struggle and

\. "stressed that the ICP fav-

onred the possible . forma-
tion of a single trade-union

organization, completely in- .
dependent -from political,

ties.”

The essential condition for '

a real shift to thé left and for

_“the realization of programmes

was, according to Togliatti,
the. struggle of the masses
and, above all, the working

-class. And it was also through

action and struggles that the
plans of those who wished to
dividée - the - working - class,’
could be held at bay.

Aiter having condemned
every form of revisionism and
sectarianisin  (but, above all

.this second deviation which
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. -t “iree-climbers”,
- ight: that Ceylon is going to .
.. the ‘dogs becaus¢ peons are -

ey ‘
“wardena). The Times is one 0f ~ absolutely essential that, just ment. to “enlist._the support ‘of

Inviewotallthls,ltls

Flrst we 'ask ;;th e: Govem-

. the. main_ideological: centres as you look into the matter of. -all .progressive organisations,

of the: attempted coup detat.

Yesterday, the honourable
- ‘Minister -of | Fihance told~ us
- that in addition to: the arresy
- of Sldney de ‘Zoysa; the -Busi- -

.. ness’ Manager -of -the 'l‘unes,

"N.¥8. . 0:;" Mendis"‘and : Felix
~*Goonewardene had been ques-
* tioned. T ask the Government
tego on with. this. It will find
very .interesting ~ connections’
-between the Times ‘and foreign

Cathollc Action, between' ‘the

. '.'l‘imes and Queen's House.. L

the letter of C.'E. P Jaya—‘\whatever
with the, ‘Government -or-with .-

.suriya, you should also,go very
deeply and fully into what has
been golng on in'the Times of
Ceylon. L

“Ang- may.
tonopoly " newspapers-—both
of the Lake House Group and -
the Times——always write edito-
Fials .,on the..need to.  save
_democracy from ‘Communism.
" But none of these newspapers

- 7 banks, betweén the Times and ~ hsdve; even up to date “thought

it . fit jeditorially to . condemn
the. coup dletat or- to point out
the ‘need’ to 'save - -democracy.

No one . who 3naly5es the \!rom the force. of the nght

serles of .editorials™ of ‘the
Sunday - Times: can ‘come’ t0
-any” other coucluslou than
that this. was' the manifesto
of  the Teactionary.conspiracy.

_These editorials provided the .
-.deology,. the endOuragemeut . £

of this consplracy T

. '.l'he Times was the orga--
. miser and inciter. of these
upper-class, so-called “edu-.
cated” elements who wanted
to save the country from the .
who ‘thou. -

" given seats, who “thought:
* “Bow ‘can respectable offi- -
cers. and . gentlemen exist

under. | these. ' conditions?” . °

" You wiil find all that shabby -

. ',-meology in these editorials. -

The hononrable member for
" Avissaweélla. " (D: P, ¥, Guna-
wardena) said that Sidney de
‘Zoysa.was not ‘only the Busi-.
.ness-Manager of the Times, I
-know that.I have a circular

A Irom Commumsts _but_also

. They talk so much about
democracy. They want to
w save democracy ‘not only

'+

- fromi other Leftists and even
. from - the ‘SLFP. But -this
“free” press - has ‘not one
‘word of condemnahon for a
© reactionary coup. It has not
_said” one word . against at-
. tempts by reactionary cons-
pirators” to overthrow the
-democratlc institutrons of
.\thrs country - P

1 tell my Friends opposite
you - ‘have giveri’ these people
far:too: much :rope, -I hope
those of-you who ‘were having
second thoughts . about -the
.question of breaking the capi-
talist. monopoly . of the press
-wlll think again )

here issued by [Felix: Goone- .

wardene, which was displayed

_ on the notice board, authoris--

ing Sidney de Zoysa, whom he
describes ‘as - his; “Personel

-, Assistant”, to- carry .out sur-

:prise: visits, to report breaches
" of disc¢ipline ..and; in actual
“fact, - gives him- almost: coms=’
- plete- powers in the ’l‘imes ol
Ceylon. P :

Whlle pledging once again
our .support to the Govern-

mentin all its efforts at un-.

earthing - and smashing the
reactionary forces:behind ‘the,
attempted coup d'etat, the

Communist Party ' .wishes -to .

stress the neéd for the follow-
ing partlcular steps belng
aken.- :

v

| GREAT vmm
“FOR ALGERIA

HE French, Commu-

- nist Party: welcomes
the outcome of -the re-
¢ cent talks between Te-
" §" presentatives of-the Pro-
visional 'Government of
.the" Algerian - Republic
"and the. French Govern-
~ment 'says a statement
.of ‘the Political Bureau
. .of the French Commu-~

- on February 22, .

Evaluating the outcome
- of these talks ag 'a ‘“greab

.-peace . and national ‘inde-
. pendence”, - the - Political

‘3: munists, who havé. always:
R$ supported the just national"
. aspirations of the Algerian
people and” from:the time -
-¢ " of the outbreak of the war~
" -z .Insisted; that - the" solution -
" of the Algerian problem, In

§. keeping with .the interests
$:. of France,, lay In:negotia--
’.‘tions ‘with - the: representa-

‘“The -

nist Party 1ssuedm ‘Paris-

. .vietory for the cause of-

° Bureau.declares; that Com- -

“§.tives of the Algerian: peo- °

S8 pley rejoice In this. event.

8 vigilance of the
people must not ﬂag in the

present penod” adds tho
Political Bureaw. It is im- .
‘portant. that' the popular
masses contmue their pres-
‘sure until. a . cease-fire
ag-reemeut is srgned, the
peace . terms. are  formu- '
lated, and. an independent.
and - sovereign. Algenan.
state formed. - .

It.is necessary to. demand
most  emphatically the
quuldatlon of the OAS and
“its - accomplices, “who -are -
trying to- sabotage the -
: negotiatéd agreenients, - as
was -shown by the recent
fascist provocation against
‘Moroceco and ‘the : fascist
crimes .in .Algeria ‘and
-France; " the . statement‘
stresses. -

The ¥French Communist
-Party ‘urges the .working
-elass,’ all'’.democrats “and -
. peace - workers - to -Increase
‘still. more ' their- unity @nd
intensify the struggle aga-
Anst the  enemies. of peace-
- in Algéria, for the -speed-
-iest signing of . an -agree-
ment ending- the colonial -
. war,, which is° agalnst the .
,lnterests and - “honour of
France. v

;.

' cumstarnces,

;their . differences

each.other- may be; inorder-

“to expose and rout the: forces -
ehlnd this attempted coup.

“‘Secondly; we demand speedy’

_trial of all ‘those  who are -
‘accused and’ exemplary puni~ ,’

shment of all' who are found
gulilty. As 1'said before, we are.
not dealing’ with. an ‘ordinary.

.crime. We are dealing with the-

high'“tréason of reaction. ‘We
‘are dealmg with the greatest
of all crimes, crime against
the ' -democratie ' rights: and

“liberties of the ordinary peo-,‘

ple,¢rime against - the - hopes’

-and ‘aspirations’ of the people

to_shake off the ‘bonds which
have shackled them for gene=

‘ratlons In: these speclal clr-
-there " 'miist. be
. special measures )

Thirdly, in this diﬂicult and -

dangerous sltuatlon, we of the
Communist.” Party ask  the
Government to take all neces-

sary steps to Have a thorou--

ghly - reliable’ person . occupy-

ing- the post .of .:Govenor-

-General. The- present incum-
bent of this high post must

" be asked. to go.

In view of what was sald by
the ‘ Government - yesterday
and by:a number of honour-
able members on both sides of
this House, I, am -surprised

that  the' Governor-General -

has not submltted his reslg'na-
tion.

We cannét aﬂord to wait
in .-this'. matter.
Governor-General will - not
-0, he must be asked to go.

.. In'this dangerous sitnation,

- it is-essential that a-person

.. who, .like Caesar’s wife, js .
above . suspicion should oc-
cupy. the highest and, per-
haps, -the most decisive post
in this land.

munist Partyask the Govern-
Volunteer Force, which . has

NEW AGE

-:;the centres of polltlcal Te-
,actlon in the armed forces.

It the®

;IFourthly, we . of the Com-. ,
ment . to- disband -the- Ceylon.

" been allowed to become one of:

. Krishna Menon- had ‘some

W ate_not asklng you only';
“*."they 'start agam. Why"‘

to-demobilise one or two sec-
tions ‘of that Force.. We are

-asking -you to - disband ."the

wholé Force and, if:-necessary,
to reconstitute it later on a
democratlc basls L

- For mauy years, oﬁicers ot
thre  Ceylon - Volunteer Force:
have in ‘the main ‘been. re-.
crulted . ‘from - -among * the
executives:'of foreign and
local mercantile firms and the
productspf a few snob schools

By backgtound lncllnatlon
and training “many - of these
people ‘are hostilé "to progres-
sive developments and more at
home:-in the. state ‘of affairs’
that'existed under the colonial”

. reghne
. pathy for national cultures or -
-for the asph'atlons of ordl-

They have.no sym-

nary people

There are loyal and patrio-

.-tic persons in this Force too,

but I am sure ‘that they will
_realise. that, in the. present
situation, . it .is inadvisable to

allow matters to go-on as they :
K have up to now. - .

As far as I know ﬁve of the

high-ranking and command-.

ing -officers of the Ceylon
Volunteer -Force have been
-taken - into custody in connec-
tion with this attempted coup
d’état—the Commandant, Col.

-the Ceylou Volunteer'Force 2

v

Later on’ when, things are,i

.quiet, you can reconstitute it

on a democratic basis. But to-.

.day it is dangerous ‘to- allow

this situation to continue and.

we of the Communist: Party
ask the Govemment to_take
that step.

Msarice de Mel; the Deputy- .
‘Commangdant, *Col. F. C. da',.
Saram, -and three - others.~As . -
: a matter of elementary pre--
‘caution,” you should disband: ;

. In, om- opiniou, all these :
" steps will greatly help in the -

. fight against the coup d’etat.
Do not think that this coup 1

.~ d’etat is.over. What

the - experience: . in‘ -
: countries"
: made, sonie o! them fail, but

.+ Becallse you can only ctire. a'
:disease by getfing to the root.
-of - the. disease. 'You can:-only

‘root causes. The root cause bf
this" coup d’stat Hes-in. the

continued political, -social and - s

economic - power -of \.thé  res"

actionary “forces: behind: thls S

: That;;is' why*’we ;say.

you continue: your: investlga-{'»
tion. 'into the: military- and ©

‘police ‘aspeet*: of * this."coup
d’etat, ~we ask you, -equally

firmly, ‘to carry on with the =
“investigation - lnto the poll-

tlcal aspect B

. In order to. facilitate ‘the
inquiry, please * realise “fhat -
your best friends are the peo-

- .ple- of this country. and not .

- the armed forces. Plegse rea-
lise that the workers and the
Left -parties are your allies,
‘whatever - differences there
may be between us.

“agree ‘one hundred ‘per- cent.
'I'hls 1s not _so. .

X “In order to ﬁght this coup,
‘we are not asking you to
agree -with us. - You-should
not .ask us to agree ‘with

SOme people thlnk that an'
. alllance megns that-you must

~.

‘you. ~The .coup  threatens .

together ‘Let us stand’ to-
gethen and ﬂght it back.

| This’is not a questlon “of a
few Ministers, even the .whole.
Cabinet, and’ the Left: leaders

killed.” We are all expendable
‘as persons. ..

tims of .the consplracy were
‘the common -people, who .are
eternal ‘In the name- of .com-

ta

mon people who have sent us

.to - this " highest . democratic

we have ruggested

‘People’s anger against ‘the monopoly pres in Bombay. ’l'he reactionary gang-un against
slmilarltiea wlth the ° conspirators in: Ceylou.
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authority in. this country, we’
‘of .the Communist Party. ask
you- to. take the steps which .

,both ‘of us. So let us fight it .

"belng taken into custody.or

- cure_the disease by curing its .-

But the real inteuded vlc- .

~

HEL Str:lke En t1rely

Management Provoked

' From Our Correspondent

The strlke ln the Heavy Elcctncals Bhopal,
contmues. There is, however, a change for the better.
The ‘Management had been’ made to stop repeating
the demand that the workers must come back to work
unconditionally. because the Prime Minister has said -
so and that ‘everything will be alrlght because they

themselves say so!

HE .workers’ strike re--

mains firm and . they are
eager to settle it on. honour--

able ‘terms. The Msanagement
is now prepared to negotiate.

" It is reliably understood that

the directive - that has gone
from the l\ﬁnlsterlal end is a -
speedy. settlement should be
sought. - Both sides are keen
and the - victorious Kanpur

- MP; S. M. Banerjee, is helping

the’ two sides to come .toge-
ther. - o
. There dre; however,
hurdles to’ negotiate. -
-From- Governor
downwards,

many
Pataskar
tled as'soon as possible. The

workers have been rendéred
so hitter on the basis of their

own past experience that they .
refuse to take the manage-

‘ment at its word. I-have been

. meeting the strikers and their.
‘leaders.

"~ 'The workers say that no
“effective machinery for set-
tlement of grievances ever

. existed. The Sfaff Commit-
. tee first established was
- completely bogus. - XIn 1957,

.orders came'trom above to

‘everybody -in
" Bhopal’ wants this strike set-

. establish one -and -
carried out but it was a
“puppet committee”, It lite-

. rally did nothing durmg the
whole of 1958,

In 1959, when electlons were
held, a Staff.Committee of 22
was. elected with the.preséent -
President of the Union; Handa
~a8 2 member.  In the very
ﬁrst meeting, February 1959,
they elected Resident Dlrec-
tor, Sarangapani as Chairman
and a worker Gogia ~as the
secretary, both unanimously.
So far an official was. the
secretary 'as well. The Mana-

gement. representatives desir- -

ed that the problem of cons-
titution of ‘the Staff ‘Commit-
tee and the adoption. of a
code of discipline be postpon-
ed to the next meeting. -
When the next meeting was,
held in March, the Resident
Director announced that the
election of a Secretary was a’
mistake and was not accept-.-
able to the management, that
-he’did not want any formal
constitution adopted but that
they should ' work through -
mutual goodwill, same nega-
tive attitude about the code

Rightist Danger
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the - Rightist menace. - There is
rightly no panic, but great
anxiety and deep worry among

“those who think honesily and
realistically and feel and Te-

act .passionately.

This big phenomenon can-
not but: register its own reg
flection inside  the ruli'ng

" party. The machinemen and
the Rightists continue not to
be ‘publicly bothered about
. “the growth = of the Rightt,
however pleased they: may

be about it in' their heart of .

" hearts. - :
They continue to give tradi-

tional, - partial, and thouglitless -
-explanatlons about - Congress - -
: defeats for example, factional-

ism’ withif, and lack of mass
workk by - Congress workers
below. They thinlk - bufeaucra-

. tically and .only trot out organ=

isational reasons for Congress
losses,- whose significance is
political and deeper ’

'This, however,. is not all- the-

picture as it used to be before.
- Rajasthan’s - Chief, Minister, -
Sukhadia faced with big less
both to Swatantra first . and
Jana-Sangh rext, has. ben
frank enough to admit it was
“the .critical stage” and *“the

_question before the legislators

was the survival of the - Cong-
ress and -its ideals in, the
State”. (Times, of India, March
8).. .
* . Addressing a meetmg of
journalists the next day, he’

" stated that “it would be his

effort to bring the Congress
" Party and the progressive
opposition in the State near--

* ‘er each other. This he said

“would: help_the growth of

progressive - thinking in the
.State rather than reactionary

thought" (H.mdustan Times,

March 7).-

In the UP. Assembly, Gov-
emment Spokesman answenng

MARCHH 1962 . -

charges of - interference during
the elections; went on to ad-
mit “the growth of communal
and fascist tendencies in' the

State. vho wan! . .
Those who t (0 de- part of the management

‘mocracy to’ succeed inthis
counfry, must -join _hands to.
meet its enemies. -If ‘we fail |
now, we are. gone” (Hindustan
Times, March 6).

It is' not enough’ to admit

the: menace "of -the -Right, -

--even the purblind dare mnot
. deny it now. What the coun-
try -awaits from the. Prime
Minister of the country and
. the national leader
‘eéminence. of Pandit. '
harlal Nehru: are - not only’
indignant words. against the
Right but. @ concrete and
constructive plan of action
to rally all the healthy forces.
- -of the nation ' for_a united
-national campaign agamst
‘the Right. . .
’Anti-Communism stands
blown up in Indian life and on
our- own soil through the
electoral verdict of the Indian
peoplée. The Communist- Party
of India hds not only main-
tained its strength. but increas-
‘ed it, dramatically in Some
States,- marginally in  other
States, We have lost some, but
more than ‘gained. in .others.
The State spokesmen in our
Party have already made con-
‘structive offers for. the -fight
against the Right. Our hational
‘leadership will positively res-
pond to every constructive na-

tional initiative by the Prime -

Minister against the --,Rightist

menace. And when-our Central |

Executive and National Coun-
cil meet to review the election
results and: the task before the

country, let there be no doubt )

that bold new initiative would
- be unfolded to defend all that -

our nation treasures and to
achieve - what our' people

'-_[

it was

of the -
Jawa-

of disclpllne. The workers: felt

~disappointed on all the issues. .

They wanted acceptance of
the unanimously elected work-
ers” Secretary and the mutual
acceptance of a code of dis-

- cipline .so that both the.sides

knew their rights and duties. .-

The management was ada-
-mant.

Fifteen out of 20 ~elected

members

-- also sent wires to the Prime

Minister, Home Minister and

the Labour Minister - ‘that

the Government rnlcs were .

.not being followed in the

. plant, company rules were

_not being framed, no code
" of discipline was ‘accepted
‘and -hence employee-mana-

gement relations ‘were’ get-_

ting ‘strained.

The- 15 workers, who had
resigned, were pressurised to
‘withdraw their resignations,

but eight stood - firm. They -

were transferred and harrass-

ed. New zight were nominated )

without any more elections.

This 8taff ‘Committee met
every month but without any
results,

In 1860, elections were held

again. The old Staff Com-
mittee ‘members - dared not
stand for electlons, only two
dared and were duly defeated.-
Handa was unanimously elec-
ted and- so were others who
ha;ti earlier resigned as a pro-

Again they suggested that
the constitution of the Staff
Commitiee - he formulated but
nothing - happened. Since

- there were . lndependent-min-

ded .representatives - ' in  the
Committee, it was made de-
funct, not * functioned at- all.

They'wrote to the Manage- -

ment, but it all went into the
files, wlthout 8 .reply,

: It was such wooden bure-
aucratic attitude on. the

that made the strikes ine-
vitable. The first strike took
place on -October- 13, 1960.
. The first batch of trainees
~"had been sent to the factory
for productlon but were be-
ing given. the wages of
trainees. They demanded

‘full’ wages. They won their -

demand but only after a
strike. -

The second
the U. K. returned’ engineers,

~about more than 60 of them,

about re-fixation of their pay.

[Again it was only after the

strike that their pay was in-
creased, Rs. 100 to Rs. 200., -
- The third sfrike = was still
mor2 unique It was of the
‘Security Guards. The reasons
for it were  emotional and

"human. Two of the Security

Gunards had been killed in a

‘jeep accident ' The  workers

were -certain that they could
have been saved -through

timely medical aid. The driver

was arrested by the police but

‘the management did .not

bother to get him: out on bail.
No funeral arrangements were .
- made for the dead. The rank
and file workers spontaneous-

1y collected chanda and orga- .

nised the funeral rites.

The Security Guards felt
- awful-at this neglect of the -
‘of the management and-
-struck. The District Autho-
.ritiés intervened and listen-
ed to the Guards’ grievan-
ces. . The management be--
gan to ‘weed out the ex-
_ army personnel who being .
" mere advanced had shown
boldness. .

" The fourth strike took place
in May 1951, It concerned the
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resigned, - They -

strike was of -

: Shaku‘ Al addressesB.ELworkers. ot
- (Photo: Suraj Joshl)

plaus could not but be in a
mess. The switchgear that was
first inaugurated by - the
Prime Minister wds not ma-
nufactured in India but bro-

second batch of artisans, more
than 600. They had already
gone through their pre-absor-
ption tests .but the Manage-
ment did not announce the
results’ and wanted them to
appear in the fests ‘again.
Against these repeated tests,
strike took place Two went on
hunger-strike. -

‘The Management terminat-

_ed the services of 18. There

was a flare-up and all the
factory = workers of various
Production Departments
spontaneously  struck work
and demonstrated their soli-
darity.

8. M. Banerjee; M.P. came
to Bhopal and talks around
the table began.The workers

Droved that tests- had been ’

held earller, by producing
test papers themselves! Chair-
man Mathur, the highest from
the official side, realised- that
the Management had bungled

and it was agreed that tests:

would -be held only. for those

- who were abgent or then sick.

. The current one is the
fifth strike during the last
‘one-and-a-half years, since
this national project has
started ~ production. The
Management is manufactur-
ing strikes instead of swit-
chgears and- transformers.
This is literally true.

Under .such’a bureaucratic
management. pro duction

M. M.'Shah.
" behind

‘ught from the UX., so was
the thermic welder inaugura-
‘ted. by Industries

- The productlon plans fell
schedule "and = the .-
workers holdly. exposed the
reality, It was only in Decem-
ber 1961 that the manage-
ment accepted that they were
‘behind schedule in production,
but put the blame on lack of
material not having been re-..
celved from abroad - and the
workers not being peaceful. .
The workers havé demand-~

ed a joint production councit .
as one of their 49 demands. [t -

is the management that does -
not aceept it. The workers are
keen to, and capgble .of in-
creasing production. ce
The more I talk to the HEL
‘strikers, the more I am con-

vinced that this strike, has .

been provoked by the Mana-
gement.and that it it is set-
tled honourably and satisfac-
- torily and the workers’ e¢o--
operation sought for boosting
production, ‘this first plant of.
its kind, !n the much-needed
power productlou machinery -

for our country will become
& model national project of
which ‘any country could be

_proud.

MASS TRIUMPH
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fig-leaf could hardly hide the
shame. '~ A rather amazing

- episode was -the, semi-under-

ground activity of Sucheta
Kripalani - who turned up to
help the Acharys but avolded
the publlc gaze. .

‘The Bombay public also did
not miss the significance of
the omirous silence of S. K.
Patil.

Did the Communists work
for Menon? They worked as
much as any other democrat.:
Dange on behalf of the Sam-
yukta Maharashtra Samiti

as the ‘mouthpiece of reac-
tonary forces, must be detea-

3t6d

And (‘ommunlst cadres in
North Bombay worked on
their own, and in course of

_ their own election work—
for lnstance, for Dhume,
who stood -for an Assembly
seat in the same area—they
called upon the voters to
support Krishna Menon.

A word should be said about

‘the Support, Menon Commit-

tee, a non. party body which
rallied leading intelligentsia

‘of Bombay and worked  tire-

lessly for.. Menon’s success.

‘Menon_himself never .

spoxe Irom lts plattorm,

-had_declared that. Kripalani,- 80 0dd bit of . news:

- that Schlesinger,. -

: strlctly behaving as the offi-

clal candidate of the Congress,
But this Committee on._
which - prominently - worked
Dr. Baliga, Rajani Patel, Bal- .
raj Sahni, Ramesh - .Sanghvi,
Khwaja Ahmed Abbas and a
host of others, did signal ser-

- vice in rousing the patriotic . . -

fervour of the Bombay public

and made no small contribu- ° '

tion to this grand defeat _of
Reactlon’s - first crganlsed
offensive {n Free In

Dust had set in when we :
took off for the flight back "
to Delhi.'Glaneing through tha -
newspapers, my eyes caught
‘The -
Chinese press had discovéred
Chester
Bowles and. other Amerjcan
VIPs had been visiting India
to help Nehru win the General
Elections! .
" How lop-sided the world

looks to some people! I only -

- wished that this ingenuous

Press commentator  had

.come to Bombay and ‘wit- * -

nessed the  mass npsurge
.. against the U. 8.

‘And in my ears there . stiil
lingered on the rousing tune
of Prem Dhuvan’s magnifi- -
cent. song for the Support
Menon - campaign, ' opening
with ‘the Jine—“Onthis side -

is the entire jamata, and on- - . *

that. are their raja-ranist” . .
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. W'th polhng in"one consntuehcy postponed for a latcr datc.
o ruults of the elections ‘to. the

-264-member . Maharashtra . State

: :Asscmbly show. that the Congress has won 214 seats, the Sam-.

yukta Maharashtra Samiti 33, the PSP nine, Lohia Socialist one,
the -Nag-Vidarbha Parishad four ‘and Indeperidents two. Not a

- single seat has been won by the
and the’ Swatantra Party. which

THCUuH much reduced .
from before, ‘the:. Samiti
remams the main opposition in
the new. legislature.. The PSP .
“which held 33 seats in the last
Assembly has failed :to .replace
‘the Samiti in- that posxtmn Hs -~
‘a¥lies, ‘the ~dissident :Repubh-,
" cans. (Kamble Group) who’

. had alsp walked ouf of the.Sa-. |

" miti and opposed - it in. these
" elections side by side with the
- PSP, failed to secure: a- <1ngle

- seat.

¢ lows: - Communists
"~ sants and Workers® Party 15,
. Repubhcans three,” Lal Nishan

Dlsappomtmg
Result

The thirty-three seats won
by the Samyukta -Maharash-
. tra Samiti in:the current elec-.
“tions have been divided among
" its various constltuents as fol-
’six, :Pea-

one' and Samiti-sponsored  In--
dependents - eight. ~

Due to the obvmusly altered

s circumstances- in: 1962, nobody

time to win the same sweeping -
. successes’ as'it had in 1957. All
that. the Samiti aspired for was
to emerge as.a strong opposi-
tion which 'would , exercise - an
effectrve check on- the: ruhng
parl‘y :

This. hmited eb]echve can:

Jana Sangh which contested 128
contested mne.

CIt. wmud, ho,weue‘r,, be
‘wrong 'to". overestimate . the
‘.- extent of the Samiti’s failure
at the polls. One has only fo-
look at the voting ﬁgures to
correct. any. exaggerated im-
pressions in this régard. In
. Greater Bombay's 24 Assem~
. bly constituencies, for in-
instance, while the Samiti
-secured only two Assembly
. seats - as --against - 21 . se-
‘cured by the Congress, the -
votes it_polled add up to
*'3,08,509 while those. of the
Cong'ress amount to 6,40,057.

- The PSP-Kamble combine’s
as. well as the Jana Sangh’s ca- -

- pacity for disruption was per- -
haps underestlmated “and in-

adequately provided for. To
this in Bombay city was added -
the Muslim League’s ~ disrup-
tion. While openly 'supporting
Kamble “against Dange, the
- League was: at the samé time
in secret alliance = with the
Congress -in S. K. Palti’s con-
stituency

All these forces camed
the most virulent anti-Com-

on .

~had expected the Samiti this munist, anti-Samiti campaign

and. were fully utilised by the
Congress. On: pollmg day in
the afternoon-in Bombay city
both PSP and ' Jana: Sangh
‘were seen diverting their votes
to the Co,ngrss as; against the

© Samiti.-

“The Muslim League which

. fully politicalised and -

- caused

e not be said to have been ade- - had been revived as a result at

quately realised as a ‘result of ' least partially of S. K. Patil's

these elections. Apart from its ~ efforts (who “has almost con-
representation in’ the Assem- .  fessed to'this by publicly stat-'
bly falling consrderably below . -ing-after the elections that he
expectat_\on, the Samiti failed could get it wound up -again
.to ‘get a single Lok Sabha through “negotiations”) took
seat. .This has undoubtedly away a big chunk of. votes
considerable .. ' dis- purely on the basis of anti-
appomtment among the Samiti Communism and the "Islam in

In S K Patil’s own,.con--» ,:

! stituency-a further. testimony
‘of the secret understanding
between him and the League
was provided by an unsmn— .
ed. handbill. distributed - in

i_deu. and Gujarati: appealing
to Mu;ltms in the name of

- the League’s  anti-Commu-.

- ‘nist stand that they should.
"not vote for. the Samiti sup-’

ported . independent - Lalji
Pendse but for Patil.
It is the combination. of all

“these factors along . with the

unfavourable bifurcation- of
the = earlier  double-member
constituency that explains the.
defeat of S.'A. Dange, so much
regretted by wide sections of
the “citizens of Bombay. ~The
voting figures themselves fell
the tale of  this = disruption.
While Dange . polled. 97,891
votes .against - the ~Congress
candidate's 1,386, 469 B. - C.

From
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Kamble took away 47,462 and
the Jana -Sangh candidate an-
other 20,889. '

A rnemorab]e ﬁght, winch
also proved.that where-the
Samiti campaign was power-
organ= -
ised “in -.a  thoroughgoing
manner it could be a formida-
ble match to the Congress, was
in the North Bombay Assem-
bly constituency of Vile Parle-
Andheri. Here on the first day
of the counting it was a neck
to neck race between the trade
union leader B. S. Dhume and
the ‘notorious anti-labour Mi-
nister. Shantilal Shah. . .

Another instanee of .the
same- phenomenon was the
Byculla constituency, - ~where
the . Communist-Samiti candi-
date Bapurao Jagtap; a.sitting

member, lost to Congress by a

narrow margin.
.- It remains @ fact that.des-

" Dange’

tt’s was the. m.ost powerful
mass campaign of all parties,
leavmg aside " the . North
Bombay contest. The Samiti -
held the largest number of
and the most  well-attended
. of election rallies, 'S. A.
himself addressing
" ten to twelve meetmgsaday

Soon ‘after - .the * announce-:

ment of the results, the Samiti -
helda mass. rally ‘at ~Shivaji -
" Park.on March 3. The  mam-
“moth -audience that

attended
the rally once ‘again - proved
that a vast’ section of ‘people’

remained firm in’ thelr loyalty

fo the ‘Samiti.

- 8. A. Dange- analysing the
Tesults told the rally.‘that they
- had confirmed once again that

-the ‘main fight was between - -

the Congress ‘and the Samiti.
Those who tried to " interpose
themselves between. these -two

.’Bad, badly lost. - The ' Jana -
‘ Sangh and Swatantra he po-- .

inted out, had’ tailed to secure
a single seat in Maharashtra.
The PSP too, although it had -

- secured "nine seats, could not

claim -to 'have won. Théy
should .also .ponder . over this
sntuatxon, Dange said.
Conceding victory . to the
. Congress, Dange said - that it -
did not mean that the Samiti’
" had beén ‘“wiped ouf”. In the
last elections, Dang recalled
the ‘Samiti had secured a_little
more votes thah the Congress
‘but a lot-of more seats. “We

.did not say then that the Con-

gress had been ‘wiped out’: No.
~We said +hat though the Samiti
had won more ‘seats, the Con-
gress still had great hold on
. the people.
. “Similarly now in 1962
though the Congyress has got -
many. more . seats, and the
Samiti only a'fewvstill the
. Sumiti is: there'.among . the
people and it is far from .
- ‘routed or wiped out.””
Posing the question ‘as o~
‘why the Samiti had been de-
feated Tiange -said polities in

.miti - to fight for.

_ shifting .

. -workers on-strike, .
. . ruary 16, S. A -Dange, ‘General

iollowmg i danger" cry

_pite the. outcome, the Sami- Maharashtra had. changed .in

N

PETROLEUM WORKERS BIG'

FROM OUR COKRES PONDENT

HE strike of three-

thousand workers in
the oil mstallatmns and .
"offices of the Burmah-Shell
_in Greater Bombay which
began on Feb. ‘)’demandmg
" cancellation. of the dismis-
sal ‘orders’ served on 19-

: workers contmued tlll Feb
. The Managing Committee
of ‘the. Petroleum. 'Workmen's ~

" Union which led the strike
called it .off on Feb. 23, fol- :
- lowing the advice of the Chief -
‘Minister of @ Maharashtra, .
--The Chief . Minister had pro-’
- .mised -the’ look into the dis-

" pute. - .
During the period of the

- gtrike; 134 workers. had offer:’

ed satyagraha. .-

Addressing a rally of the
on Feb-

Secretary, AITUC, extended
‘the wbole-bearted support of:

" the' AITUC to:their struggle. .

> 'He- referred to the:anti-
national policies’ of the oil
compantes in general and of

' : Burmah-Shell in particalar -
“which are beéing faced by

‘Minister-Malaviya.

-~ He referréd to the propa-
ganda bulletin® of the com-
-pany Issued on' Feb.:16 and
- remarked the absurdity. of the -

logic that they

‘”PAGE eren'rm s

company"-

policies.

have inﬂictecl these dismis-
sals as a mater of ‘normsl

diseiplinary action’.
Later, on Feb. 21, address-
ing a meeting, .S. A. Dange .

showed before .the gathering

a document—a concrete proof -

of the State Labour Ministér’s
anti-labour .and anti-national

-This was an oﬂicial letter
signed by Shantilal Shah, the
bour Minister-and address-

'. ed to the:Burmah-Shell, as-

suring them that the Govern-
mént and he himself person-
ally -would: be responsible for-
the- police ~.and if necessary,
for military bandobust at the
1nstallation ‘during the strike.

- “The strike completely pa-’
_ralysed- the work of the

- Burmah-Shell in  Greater

' ‘Bombay.- The blacklegging
- activities. of the. INTUC
-. ‘'could produce not more than
. two per cent attendance..
. The victimisation of the
19 workers for allegedly de-
-monstrating for removal of
‘Raja. Kulkarni, the INTUC
leader, - from the office of
" the "Sewree installations
serves to illustrate the re-
lationships = between “the
INTUC and the foreign oil
monopolies, ‘ a relationship
‘blessed by.the Maharashira
Labour Minister,
Shah. : ¢

s

Shantilal -

Raja Kulkarni heads a

.. minority union in Bombay's

petroleum - industry. But ins-:
pired by the Labour Minister,
the four oil companies—Bur- -
mah-Shell, Standard-Vaccum,
Caltex and IBP—entered into
an agreement with Raja Kul-
karni and his union.
Under the three-year agree-
. ment, the companies agreed
{0 pay bonus at 9/24th of the
annual baslc wages for work-
ers other than clerks -"and
7/24th for clerks. ‘This for-
mula, however, has been con-
tinuously' followed : -irrespec-
tive of the profits. .made by

the companies. from yea.r to.

year.,
.On Nov. 25 last, the “three-
year bondage” as the workers’

described the agreement sign-.

ed by the INTUC, came to an
end. The Petroleum . Work-
men’s Union. (ATTUC) had
. earlier, in September, got
mandate from the overwhelm-
ing majority of workers of the
four oil companies .to nego-
tiate with the employers on

the demands including bonus
equivalent to seven- months °

basic wages. .

Further, the workers gave
notice to the companies aga-,
inst entering into. any agree~
ments with the Petroleum Em-

ployees’. . Union - (INTUC)

whose president is Raja Kul-
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Under these circumstances,
some'of the o!l companies like

the Standard-Vacuum started
negotiations with the Petro-.
Ieum” Workmen S Union
(PWU).

. But in the ‘first “week of
January, the -employers ‘abru-
ptly called off the negotiations
on the plea that “certain de-
velopments - have made it

" difficult for them to carry:om

fuirther negotiations”.’

These .. “Iurther_ develop-
ments”, It is reported, -were
nothing other than the pres-
sure’ from the Labour Minis-
ter’ and other oil compaines.:

‘When the ' management
‘refused to . negotiate, the

PWU issued a strike notice

to the compaines with the .
.’ specific’ announcement that

the union “resolve to conti-

nue negotiations if a fruit-
ful opening for such nego-
_ tiations exists for a reason-
“able settlement”.
. Following this, on Feb 18,

the workers’ demands were .
referred to a Board of Con-

ciiiation

- But during. the last two
months, Raja Kulkarni and
his patron, Labour Minister
_Shantilal - -Shah,. hectically
tried to break the unity of the
workers and get . recognition.
for the Petroleum Employees
‘Union. :

The 19 employees who have
been vigtimised following this
-incident are:important office-
bearers and active workers ot
the PWU

ACTION

1962 :from what it was in 1957

.Even a' great mass inside: the
_Congress was then -angry with -~

it over the: imposition’ of the
bilingual state and the 'd

of. Samyukta Mabarashtra, In" .

Bombay itself 20,000 Cong-
ressmen had resigned from the
Congress and joined the :'Sa-

Maharashtra. :
He explained how thxs fluid

.mhass which had comé. to. the
‘Samiti had - gone back. to the:

Congress after- the Samyukta

‘Maharashtra State was won. .

“We were unable to convince
them about the Samiti’s
ther programme and they went

“back.”

But the ,Samztt’
following, declared Dange,

.b‘y it in Bombay  and . all -
- over Maharashtra N
“It has also’ shown  that

main ‘opposition to. the Con-

gress and that is why - the LR

Samitt will rémain.

“We - must convince ,the
‘mass -in between
' about our programme and po-.

ticy.through day to -day -strug-
-gles and through live experi- °

ence of the Congress rule.

Dange’s © .

Call . .

" “We are confident that, this

fluid - mass will ‘come back to
the Samili.if we fight:the day
to- day batfles,” Dange ‘declar>’

He referred to ‘tha Congress ‘

resortlng to castelsm and com- -
munalism, the distribution . of

- Taccavi loans and ‘the misuse
.0f the .State machin'ery', to em-.

ployment of goondas and even
tampering -‘with the bailot box-"

es. He said. all these "methods .

had been employed but they
could not be considered -deciv
sive, Thé ..main - reasan for
CongreSS victory “had to be-
seen in the return to the Con- -

- gres of the ‘fluid mass - which

had comte over to the Samifl

vile propaganda carried on
by the. other parties on the,

der dispute. “T would like. .
to make it cledr that the.
. Communist Party ~and-the

Samiti “in general got-'_mo're
votes'on this score.”
people” by casting lakhs of
" votes {n their favoir
only shown.

the Communists.

In a passing reference to the
all-India outcome of the elec-
tions. :Dange said, wherever
progressive forces had -united,
reacfion had been defeated -as
in Kerala, Andhra and West
Bengal. Where, . however, they
had failed to_unite as.in Ra-

jasthan,’ GuJarat, Madhya Pra- -
desh, Bihar and ‘Uttar Pradesh, -

reactionary ~ and communal
parties had won _considerable
‘seats,

- Maharashtra too - all,,.
Dange -

. progressive forces,
" . said, “wére. united in the
Samyukta Maharashtna Sa-
miti. it was due to this that
the Jang Sangh  and’ the
. Swatantra had been routed,
. not getting a single seat.,
“This ylelds a lesson that

the progrosswe forces - "in the °
Samiti ‘as also those outside it .

should’ unite and fightfor the

common man’s, needs—that is’

the Samiti’s programme: Take
up the day to day issues end
-fight the Congress regime.

“Let us all unite with. re-
newed vigour to struggle rcr a -

Socialist Maharashtra in a So-
cialist ~ India;”
Dange S .
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Samyukta

“turs -
original”

‘remained loyal to it as seen - ; i
-in_the lakhs of votes secured .

the Samiti - stands -as the - .

He “also referred to the .’

issue’ of the India-Ching bor- -

The .
had °

confidence in -
" the patriotic bona ., fides of

.cating and, thus,

~.concluded ~

'.l‘he resnlts of the thn'd General .Electxons have.

shown that the Congress Party in the State has re-

ceived a sericus setback. In the State Assembly: it

has been able to secure only .88 seats which is exactly
50 per cert of the- total of 176 total seats. = .

OMPARED with the last

general elections the Con- - th

gress strength has been re-
‘duced by :about: 35 seats; for
it had a strength of 119 in.

the™ last General - Elections. -

The same is true of the votes
that it has secured. Compar-

ed 'to thé 44.5 per cent that.

* it secured in thelast elections,
-1t has. been able to secure only
.40 per cent.in this general

elections.

Feudahsts o
Strong

This reverse that the Con- . -

"gress has suffered is - neither
entirely’ unexpected - nor is it

somethlng which is inevitable -

in the political climate -of- the_.
State. -

The blggest reverse that the

Congress has suffered. is at .
* the hands of the Swatantra

Party ’ and the Jana. Sahgh.
‘These two- organisations. in

. Rajasthan_ have a strongly’

entrenched feudal leadership..

- The  Swatantra Party, of
course, Is more or less like the
appendage’ of the . Maharani -
Gayatrl Devi of . Jaipur and’
the Maharawal of Dunga.rpur

The Jana Sangh {00, ha

a working ad;nstment with“
- this Party and-in the Jaipur
- region,” . particularly, the
.- Maharhni and the Maharaja °
:, of Jalpur openly campaign-

€d for the candidates of the

Jana  Sangh, It is in this
~ region that the Congress
. has been virtual.iy. svvept

off..

Out of the total of 17 seats
ln the Jaipur. District,. the .

i COngress has been able to se-"

cure ” only - two seats, ' the
Swatantra Party bagging as
many as'13.

" Bimilar is the sltuatlon in
the Tonk district where all
the four seats have been cap- -

- tured by the Swatantra Party.

" In Sawai Madhopur District,

" foo, the Jang Sangh and the -

Swatantra Party have secured
more than half of the seats.
The ' Jaipur ' Region, thus,
accounts for the biggest losses
suffered by the Congress.
Another District where the.
Congress has badly lost to the
Rightists is the Udaipur’ Dis-
trict, where in the last-elec-
tions the ' Congress secured

“all-the seats except one, but

where in these elections it has
lost eight out - of 13- . seats.
The-Swatantra got five and
the Jana Sangh three seats.

Even till the last moment
the Congress leaders of the
State, notably the . Chief.
Minisfer Mohanlal -Sukha-

: dia, were very complacent
-about- this threat, and the
election results have com-

pletely belied - theu- facile .

anticipations. .

The Congress leadership of -
the State cannot get out of its
clear responsibility : for - this
debacle. The policies that it
has pursied and the concilia~
tory and compromising line
that ‘it has followed towards
these feudel reactjonary: for-
ces, in the facile hope of pla-
Ccontaining
them, had- come  home to
: The ruling princes of-this
State ever since 1947 -have

‘been’ given fat privy purses,

But that is'not all. The list
of the privdte properties that
these princely ‘houses drew
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" added’ morale."

were enormous and they,

us, amassed crores wortn

of assets. These concessions -
: were continued to be en}oyed

by them,

The Congress leaders ot

- the State not only continu~
- ed these concessions ' they
even tried to better them.

_ Btate Government concreti-
.sed the position regarding
free suply of electricity and

. water and it granted a con-
cession of say Rs. 1.8 lakhs
of free suply of electricity
‘to the.- Jaipur Maharaj a
‘alone, let ' alone the con-
cessions regarding - water
aund concessions to the ‘other

. princes:. = It granted and

- continuously - increased the
_compensation to the jagir-
-"dars. ANl this was ‘done in
the name of “avolding” an
open showdown :

These economic measures
were the counterpart of the

-political policy that the State :

Congress leaders followed to-
.wards these forces. Every
two : years- some dozens of
Jagirdars used to be “won
over” and made to join the
Congress., -

Maharana Rana Harish-
chandra, ex-ruler.of Jhalawar
is one’ of the key members of

Thus, as late as = 1956 the -

ciliation. with the feudal forces
was the fact that the Congress
Government had not been.able
‘to solve. 4- single problem of
the State.
mgh prices, < unemploy-
ment, were -hitting - the
. common people hard. their
- struggles were being ruth-
" lessly. suppressed, while the
‘business _tycoons and the
feudalists were granted con-
cession after concession,
the overall result there was
deep discontent against. ‘the
. regime, which these reac-
_ tionary forces were able to

ner. .
Princes - 7 o
Defeated '

It would be wrong to- think
that these princely houses and
-the feudal forces are so power-
ful that none can stand in

their ‘way. .Actually -the re-

sults show things to the eon~'
trary

In the Pali Dlstrict where a
majority of the . Pradhans ef
the Panchayat -Samities had
donned .the banner

able 1o secure only one seat,
In Jodhpur City one of the
contestants was - Deonarayan
Vyas, son .of the ex-Chief
Minister Jal Narayan {yas,:
who was openly. and vigorous-

amsthan—Congress

[

Added ‘to'this policy of con-.

" margin. -

'

utilise in a demagoglc man- .

) of the .
-8watantra, in the elections the
-Swatantra Party has been.

[

trounced by heavy margins
by Communist leaders.. -

Thus, Minister Sampat Ram

has’ been beatén by, Hariram
in the Tijara seat by a huge
Similarly . Minister
‘Ram Chandra Chaudhary has

been - trounced: by - Sheopat .

Singh in Hanumangarh. Even
the Independent . candida
- Satish who beat Health Minis-

ter Badri Prasad had the.

.joint- support of" the Commu-
nists and . the Independent
group of Lala Kashiram -

.The most notable is the
victory of Lala Kashiram, a
veteran leader of Alwar,
_who léft the Congress and
stood as a progressive Inde-
pendent and who fought
- with the open support of

- the :Communists, and was

- able to defeat the so-called

invincible Shobharam of

. Alwar. In Alwar ' District,

which was one of its strong-~ -

est Districts, the Congress

. this time has lost. almest

- half of its seats and also the,
. Pa.rhamentary seat.

Somewhat - similar is. the
situation in the. Ganganagar
-District. . Oit . of the eight
seats in-this * District,  two
have been won by the Com-
munist -Party, another has
gone to a left Independent
Professor Kedar, who fought
the election ‘with Communist
support. - Yet anqther - has
gone to an Independent allied
with Professor Kedar. Other
seats too have gone to Inde-

jury that he recelved needed
-three stiches to  stop the
bleeding. Yet the common
people of Beawar voted ‘him
_to victory.

Apart from the communlsta

" and their- allies, the Socialist

Party, too, has' ‘improved its
position- getting five - seats as
compared to two last time, and
-the PSP also has got two seats
instead of its one seat ln the
last- elections

Left )
Growth

Apart n'om these, some ot .
the Independents who have
been returned have.- definite -
left leanings,  though, .of -
. course, some of them are jnst' :
dissa.tisﬂed Congressmen' and ’
are likely to rejoin-the Con-
gress——one such = Independent
has already done. so:

~° Though the dent that tho
feudal reactionary - forces

-havemadeismnchlarger-’

. numerically ‘and they cons-
titute the main ‘opposition
at the moment—and - this
Tepresents a  very. serious
menace to the progress of-
the State—yet the progres-
sive and ' Left ‘appositipn,
too, has emerged s ger
than before and in a number -
" that it can make its influ-
ence felt in the Assembly,
It Is this latter trend -
which reside the. hopes for
the democratic movement in -
this State. Ce

auled

Cross ’E‘rends lu Opposmon

the State cabinet Even as ’
“late as this general elections
1t was all the time'. woolng

- these elements.

_Overnight it granted - COn-
gress tickst to them.. Maha-
rajkumars. became Cong'ress
candidates. .The Nawab “of

. of Loharu became its nominee
for a Vidhan Sabhg seat, even

Hukum - Singh of Jaisalmer

- who was the foundér member *

of the Swatantra - Party was
“converted” into a COngress
candidate overnight

Woomg '
Rajas .~

Chief- Minister Sukhadia
openly praised the Maharaja
~.of Bikaner and the Congress -
-did not even put up a

. candidate against him. The
) Jaip'ur' ce was contact-

ed, a _meeting was arranged °

for him with . the Prime

Minister,

that concessions . would
- “contain” these forces -

However, with - each .such
concession these forces got
Y " Whatever
strategic position they could-
secure inside -the Congress.
was_considered by them: as
groind | already wonm, and at
the same time they fully orga-
nised their- forces  -outside," .
through the Swatantra Party
or the Ram Rajya Parishad,
or Jana Sangh or even as In-
dependents. -

How can’ you really nght

-~ these forces, when you conti-

nuously grant thert. conces-
slons and make political com-~
promises with them? It is
this policy which led to the
present -debacle of the - COn-'
gress in the state

ly supported by his’ !ather He,
along with another Assembly

candidate, Keshao - Singh,
were “blessed” in & written gein e Bharatpur District a

pendents, ‘the Congress' get-

mg a bare single seat.

ction.of the Congress had

message by the Rajdhadhi of-
Jodhpur. Both.these candi-
‘dates lost their deposits :

joined the Socialist Party of
Dr. Lohia.. They have been
able to secure three seats out

But to combat these forces of ten. Another three have
it was necessary that the Con- . gone to the group of Con-
gress reverse its’ policies of gressmen led by Master Adi-
‘hitting the common man,;and ' tendra who resigned from the
giving conceéssions to these. - Congress on the eve of the

-all in the hope .

elements. Drunk with power,
moving amongst the narrow
groove of their own class pol-
cies the Congress ' leaders of
" the state adjured this path,.
and -the result is there for all

" b0 see.

elections

Commumst
Vlctones

- In the other parts of the

Though this - trend is stthe “State, too, 1t is the obduracy

more pronsunced ' and’ _
more publicised trend of the
- Rajasthan politics, there is
yet another political trend
that has-emerged in -
General Elections, -

A significant part of the
mauling that the Congress
has received in the State is
at the hands of the left and
the progressive forces. The

" Communist Party in this-
context has emerged asc-the
‘strongest component of tlns
trend.

It has been’ able to ‘secure-
five seats in- the Assembly.
Besides these five it has been -
able to get some independents
elected by its-open: support.
The total strength of the
Communists and their allies is

thus, likely tc “be about ten .
. -in the house. Its voting per-

_centage has gone up to about

‘six per cent and if the votes
- of the Independents support-

- ed by it are taken into account
the - figure would even : go
higher. =

- Two of the M.inlsters of the

g State Government have been

NEW AGE

of the State Congress leaders ]

which has resulted in the win-
ning of so many seats by the
_reactionaries. - The State Con-

- gress leaders were . concilia-

tary to the reactionaries and

. .The way these progresslve :
-Left opposition forces, in the -

centre of which -stands the
small but vital Comrmunist
Party of this State, fight aga-. -
inst and oppose - the anti- .
People’s policies of the State . -
Government and voice. the.
feelings, sentiments and de-
mands of the commion people
of the State, and the way they: -
expose the hollow reactionary
nature of the so-called _oppo-
sition of these right reac-

" tionary forces—in this lies the °

path ror the future that opens-
out for' the progressive  -and
democratic forces  of the
State, :

Just Released o

absolutely hostile to the pro-

gressives

The results of the Beawar -

seat, too, are an indication of
the same. trend. = Both - the
Congress factions, one led by
Brij Mohen and the other

“led by Chiman Singh, entered .

“the election, one as a Congress
candidate and “the other as
an. Independent,

. 'However, - the seat was
.won by the veteran leader
- of freedom struggle, the
founder of the Communist
movement in this State, the
grand old man of the trade
“union. movement, Swami
-Kumaranand. The goonda
elements enraged ' by his
- popularity even ‘organised
an attack on him when he
was . addressing. a public
meeting. Be had to be im-
mediately. removed .to the
hospital and the head in-
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FROM OUR SPECIAL

CORRESPONDENT

) ;' c‘Do/you thmk Krlshnn Menon wxll be ‘able to
" win?” I asked the IAC baggage steward at. Santa
. ‘Cruz airport. “Sure”, he said; “Menon will win hands
- down. ‘Do’ you know he has ‘never,” not even once,

-made a personal attack on Acharva erpalam"” -

1

stand then how . Krishna

. Menon’s victery could be as-.

:sured by his merely not - at~
tacking the. Acharya.- .But

February 25 opened my eyes

- and I-could realise that it was -

‘s battle between the - fascist -

technique 5f-the Big Lie ver-~

sus’ principled political cam--

paigning  for a cléar-cut dé~

- mocratic policy. : -

On the Acharyas side, it

.+ was.a gigantic attempt at

-, .politfcal 'character-assassina-’

I tion. The orie theme that was

. .- repéated a4 nanseam through

Te' 7 g thousand posters and leaf-

-+ lets—lavishly . produced: —at

%+ whose expense nobody knows

© .. (though many could suspect!) :

—was that Menon was a sec-

I ret member of. the Commu-
. nist Party.-

’ +The Prime Minister -has

- " branded ‘this as McCarthy-

- . ism, but, perhaps, it. _goes.a

-step further--to the patho-

-logical limits of the Birch - .
,_(_:ampalgn -

" -Saciety “(which -suspected
. --- even the Eisenhower Adnii- -
© - 1 nistration’ as . bemg un by

L - Reds!). .. -
. -Menon was, or course,

* “communist”- since the India’
League days before -World
War II. “Evidence” -galore .
- broadeast. through scores .of.

. printed sheets brought out’ by -

* Ramakrishna. Bajaj's: (brother
- of Congress MP- Kamalnayan

Bai\aj) - Anti-Menon - ‘Youth
..+ Front and printed ‘at: Goenka’s_
5 press, < i

-1 heard. of a master plot to-

TR bring out a forgery under. the

: ..~ -late M.-N. Roy’s forged signa-~

. ture to prove” that Krishna

L Meénon was an -agent.of the
- Communist

“ . -.Somehow. or other: ‘this time-

- F ’ \matter was hushed up.

Guru -~
Gorwala‘

<AL D GorWala played the

: ideologlcal vnru in this amaz-
"," ing. cireys, - Giving " a good-
. conduct testimon.la.l - that
“Rripalaniji himself is . doing

' & very fine job”, Gorwala gave .
5 clarioncalltohis . flock: -
It 1s time the chiefs of the -

PR polmcal parties understood

“-that whatever victories - they
. may win elsewhere cannot but
- turn to dust .and ‘ashes™if

‘ Krishna Menon is not ‘defeat-
ed. In the lives of natlons

“. _ theré come certafn . decisive -

I _ points. ‘Everything: thereaffer
) . 15:determined in relation : to

- .. .7 what  happens . then.
o ‘election:is such, a’ point"

"had mustered - there : in full
strength not only the entire

“‘tribe of American correspon- °

dents, complete with telephoto

cameras to see the Ac¢harya .

_ beating the Red-Menon, - but
even the ~American officials
could ‘be. seen moving about
in Consular:cars::
N ‘And - they overdld 11; to a
..~ point'that; perhaps, it created

"ordinary -’ voter - as to help
:Menon himself.:

* 1 found Time copiw with -

.the Krishna Menon " cover-

did’ not _quite fully under- "

four exciting days in Bombay
before -the . eventful poll of -

 Néhtu's. progressive

Internatlonal :
bomb got, ‘defused : and. the -

JThis . 7.

And Gorwala's own . gurus -

‘‘sufficlent- revulsion  in" _the -

B page.: “being ‘shown . round -
* . 7 withgreat delight by Menon -
iupporters. for they could-_ =

 rely on. the healthy patrio- -

~ . #Hicinstinet ‘of the public to
condemn such blatant war-
' ning of-a foreign agency.
- On the day. Menon’s victory
" was assured, a local - press-
man worlnng in Goenka’s
~outfit rang me up and said:
“This is America’s * Second
- Cuba, -this Menon victory!”
. Aitending Kripalani’s ‘mee-
tings, ‘one was. sure to hear
‘all the usnal -tirades: against
Krishna Menon—Chinese ag-
‘gression, jeep -scandeal, Red
agent. At times, the Acharya
could be trusted to be quite
unbalanced ‘and . once even
sald that Menon was Pprovok-
ing “grave discontent” inside
the Defence forces, In 2’ print-

‘ed sheet handed\to me in one

of the Kripalani's meetings, it

--was written in Gujarati that

“Krishna Menon is' a thief”.

-’He “sleeps when - China - at-'
-tacks”,
~goes about with Communists”

He ‘“‘wears Khadi but;

Political

. I went to Menon’s meetings:
there was only an. exposition

- of the Government’s. policy cf

non-alignment "and peace.
‘Chavan .explained- at- one

‘meeting how the onslaught on

Krishna Menon.was meant to
be-“an--.attack - on_ Pandit.
policies,
There was no’ mud-slinging

: anywhere

Menon hlmself sald: “If
you throyy mud, some of it
sticks to you. My system is
“such that T do not absorb mud
even if it sticks”.-

.- ' 'The mearest that I heard
/ Krishna Menon himself re-
ferring to Acharya XKripa-
‘1ani’s ‘non-stop - attacks on
his political faith was, at a

meeting of Sindhi residents,

“'where Menon said: -“If is
»surprising “how . sensitive
.some people are-to- other
i people’s faith rather ' than
their own. ~Perhaps, they
have none themselves”, .

mu wwCLE, T TRED
My 8EST !

‘Mora”rii’s.r S

How . blatantly unscrupul-v'k
ous were the Kripalani ' cam-"
paigners was clear from thelr %

stand on Goa.

In one of the early issues'

of .the Kripalani Election

Campalgn Committee’s Bul-- 8 °
-%“The
Acharya assailed the Govern- -

letin, it' was = stated:

ment for its ineptitude in:be-

ing unable to drive away the. §
Portuguese from  Goa anu -

other Indian enclaves”, o
_And when the Goa . action
actually came, the.focus was

changed, and - a ‘cyclostyled .
questionnaire meant for Kri-

shng, Menon’s meetings asked:

“If a -tiny problem of - Goa.
took fourtcen years, how many:
years will be taken in solving
Chinese and Pakista.nl prob-"~ 3

lems?”

“The Government of India
. certainly has Geéa, but there

can be little doubt that it

-~ departed from the Charter
of the United Nations which
it was pledged to uphold”.

“ Approvingly - he dittoed the -
Western charge that Nehru -
was a “hyprocite” over Goa.
But what brought Krishna

Menon the memorable victory

was not the evident chinks in .

Don Quixote’s armour.. More
solid than ail this was ' the
Swatantra . and' the Jana
Sangh with the PSP playing
the Man Friday to them.

“In fact, the Acharys was a -
pathetic spectacle; playing the
mascot for this axis of big
-money:and Reaction. And as :
their ally stood the . Morarji-
Group inside Bombay Con- -

gress.

Manoeuvre ;

Reports were current in
Bombay that Morarji - Desal
used his not-too-small. infiu-
ence iwith ‘the Jains' (shades

of the Foreign Exchange un--
mentionables?) to get . their

newspapers play  down- -the

Menon campalgners.” -

Goenka went a step .far-

ther in blacking it out com~:
.DPletely: a piece of effron-.

tery which angered - more

than confased the Bombay;
. public, and the Express sale "

was sald to have gone down

by over $10,000 copies.-as a -

“result. JIf Kashmir M., P..

.- And Guru Gorwala, dnd
not spare the admonition:

. § thousind Gujaratis. These '

Workers® Vote

Antr-Commumst Leir="" Kamble' group put up can-" X
cles in Bombay - “ijter-. - g’ledatg; against Samit{ and’ :
preting? Dange’s defeat Republicans. .~ . g
in'the Geiteral Elections, . inth g Eamble stood aga-
i compared to his specta- - ange . supported. by
3 Praja: Socialists, League
lczula! Suc§e::hl:§t ‘t‘ull: € ind_Swatantra — another §
3 aveput 0. e “‘the- North  Bombay.  gansFan.
" that.Dange does not ay Eaneur

They got 47,642 ‘votes.. This
en]oy working class con- . means ‘8,064 more than re- -

% fidence. But an ‘examina- ° yuired by Dange to win' §

tion of the . election re- over, the Congress, Jana §
sults shows’ that this is . Sangh candidate got 20,899,
far from ‘the truth B .'I‘his iactor was absent last

HREE reasons.could be -
cited for the defeat of
-Dange ‘and the . Samiti in
X Bombay City Central South.

If no gangip had beén’
" there Dange - would:  havi
won despite the division of.
e -constituency - has less’ the constituency. Thus, the:
2 - Con

-than 50 per cent Mahara- gress win is.xiot due fo

.shtrians, If one is to ‘take - im
“into account. the lin tic
factor. .
** A Congress study for ele-
ctoral tactics shows that of -
X 2 _the five lakhs voters in the
-constituency -nearly - §2
R thousand are: Musllms 20
¥ thousand are Parsis ' and
"Christians - each’ and 53

were contested by the Com.

workers and Marathi seat
by over eight  thousand:
-votes. -In the second seat
Jagtap lost by 1,605 vote
-to a Congress . Muslim can.
dldate .

groups .are not mﬂuenced :
3 by the Samiti. .-
% The . constituency . was
- also divided. Most, of the '
working class which .voted
last time are now . in the _ :
reserved- seat. Dange’s pre- - Also: it should be pointed :
sent constituency has only* out: that vast resources of
40 ‘per .cent workers. - .. ‘money, . - State- power and
‘Secondly. the Samiti was - patronage ‘of High Finane
split and the Praja‘Socia-- -in-the city wer Ed fo
=lists went out of it after -t :
the formatlon of Mzhara- .
¢ shtra..' The: Republicans

city. In splte of this-:

B’ with a large and disciplin--
£ ed following also -split into - bulk'of working class votes
3 ~was:not for the: Congress,

‘the. Congress Ministry, the §
main body of workers voted §
for. the Samitl and for
Dange,

two groups "The breakaway

Tarig had not ‘confined the - -
_ demonstration to- a bonfire trankly malking fun of . Kri-
of the paper itself, Goenka’s and almost join-
press ‘would, perhaps, . have -
been raided that day by the -
. angry ‘pyblic.. .

The Air India Internatlon- . )

al's Amerizan publlclty orga- : ’
' - o E Inside the Bombay Congress,x
: *BPCC Chief Shantilal dutiful.’
ly carrled ‘out-the Morarji line
“and many -have : compla.ined'g
‘quite openly-that: Shah’s.men
‘not-anly failed to- campaign-
for KrishngvMenon but actu-~-
ally asked neo_ple to vote for R

Sabotage

-~ only: Chavan’s intervention'.
. that saved the name of the

- Congres in’North. Bombay . :*

and after: the: poll, a lea“(_‘in

~ known to himi that disciplin-
-.- ary action might come because:
- of ‘his misconduct.that Shah -





