which were picked up in’’
the Wenchow Jula.n area..
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tatives in Parlidment have responded ably VOL. VINO 1

presen
to lns msultmg challenge.

N

developed country ean make
an eﬂectlve contribution. ...

i Desplte all this, - Congress
" Jeaders put on ‘un air of in-
.. jured pride when, the Com-
. munist Party calls the Indian .
.public sector a_form of State -
: talism :

ear. Morarjl .Desal gave the

example 'of :the steel industry

where “the Government of In- _
dia ls_ also helping the private .

< following gem: “I_ have_ ‘been

help the expansion “of the
engineéring industry, which is
almost entlrely in the private -

sector.”
.

'l‘o set all donbts at rest

. :NATIONALISATION - - OF

INDUSTRIES IS NOT A’
- CREED ‘WITH US. NOR IS
“IT AN INTEGRAL PART OF.

om rOmcms”
. St it seems the. Amerlcan

" tycoons. were not . appeased. :
- But Morarjl had foreseen-that -

and went on to-deliver - the

asked whether industries‘in,,
the publc sector are not ‘ex-

"= cluded fromi‘the scope: of fore-’
lgn capital -enlistment. ~ The
. .. answer is " ini the.’ negative.
", YWhile: the State has, reserved. = W01l L3¢y
2/ to itself certain industries-for -
" - development there is’ nothlng .
rigid ‘about this policy. - Our .

“whole approach. to industrial

wlth forelgn monopoly capital,
which ‘would reduce  :us- 5001 |
enough to the status of some
“of.. the' | South- - American” -
' satelliteg'of the Unlt.ed States
of Amerl X

he went on to stau empha- G

'QU!TE. CLEAR' 'rn.u',r al
" ing-industry,

and aluminmin :

" As- tor pmﬁts for prlvaf.e-z
foreign capital he drew the

‘heartening plctures: “I do” - .

maintain however that.condl- - .
tions: in. India arefavourable
to the investor'-.and on.this'®~
point I am heartened by a.

executive of an Amerlcan ﬂrm ,

:"which -has : been. operating: gm .
-India for -the - last -20.years;

that, they are perfectly satis-
fied with the conditions under.

>'-—pollcy, as to all economiic po- : FOUM
- ncy is essentlally pragmatic

Here we ha.ve a clea.r vlola- :
-tion’ of the Government . of

India’s own Industrial Policy

‘just th!s dynaniic’ atmosphere

for investment by means.of alt

f his
o .- speech he had - stated . that
.’ Resolution: whlch had “strietly .

“there is -'no" restricnon” : on’

- remlttance of divldends




“

)
X

R

H

THE PLAN DEBATE IN

RA.IYA SABHA

THE debate on the Plan raislng the necessary ‘resour-
.was_ repeated in the
Upper House this week and
. the Government fared
worse. Planning Minister
' Nanda had to admit that the
_Government had made: se-
‘ rious:mistakes in estimating
‘the résources. He also own-
ed up Government’s failure
" in arousing adequate public
__enthusiasm. He added that .,
- »" éven- the revised target of '
-Rs, 4,500 crores was difficult -
- to achieve, owing to a gap

of Rs 240 crores.

'I'he anti-climax was rea-
ched when he ' had to admit
that the publication of a se-
cond document on the ap-
praisal and prospects of the
Plan had 'been a mistake and

had "landed us in a mess”.-

Even the Blndustan Times’
.summary - - (September 25). of -

the debate, states :* “Shorn

ces. For example; nationalisa-
‘tion of big - banks . and coal
‘mines-and utilising their pro-
‘fits for development purposes,
gettlng at. the gold hoards in

the country, making ‘the rich .

pay for the-Plan and not only
make money - out of it and
dodge 'the tazation due.

: - Opposition .- attack
: went home and- the Plan-
-. ning. Minister admitted the
‘need to devise means to as-
- sociate the Opposition lea-
ders with the work of plan-
‘ning. -Commenting on -this
the Times of India (Sep-
tember 25) colamnist “QOb-
- server” states: ““One aspect
of the malady ‘which at last
. has begun to ‘receive some
" attention is. the ruling par-
ty's unwarranted disposition
to look upon itself. as the
repository of all wisdom.”.

Mr. Eugeen' Black, the World -
Bank chief, the moment he

of.
 the maze of figurés the Rajya landed on - Indian sofl, reite-
" Sabha debsited on the Second Tated.his earlier opinion that

Plan today boiled down to the Our Plan heed not-be “over- -
question whether the : Plan-
ning Conimission’s latest ap-

ambitious” in relation to our
needs, but it was sp in the

praisals of unfulfilled hopes context to our resources. There
.and resources could be taken - Should now - be no ‘doubt.in

' v as the. last word on the sub-~

ject »

Commumst ‘

_Warning

Comrade Bhupesh Gupts, |
.Speaking on behalf of the

Communist Group,

big private and foreign capi-

talist interésts. Unless these
. policles were reversed "lt may

be the end of the P

He stated that it was the . Again, that we should not be:

oars “harmful
and dangerous" policies had
been pursued in favour of the

" which direction our Plan is .
. going to be pushed by him. -

Along with him has arrived -
- Dr. Per Jacobsson, Managing

KERAI.A
AGAIN

HE Parllament sesslon be-
gan ‘with' the -debate on
Kerala and ended the same
way. The actors are worth re-
memberlng Sri Asoka Mechta.
the first day and Sri Masani
‘the last. This time it was &
‘privilege . motion -against the
.Chief Minister. The Congress
formally did. not take the
initiative, but it was Congress
M.P.s.who got up to support .
Sri Masani and give him the
chance to be able to shoot his
-mouth.

Communist M.P V.P. Nalr
quoted constitutlonal'
legal texts and rulings to show.
how. fantastic
was. The Law Minister felt .
“uncomfortable and. at the'end,
senior Congress- MP, Dr.Ram
Subhag Singh,
.appealed to the House to drop
the whole matter for if it was
proceeded with, most unhappy
consequences ; might result.
.The Congress cohorts realised
they were playing 'with fire,
but they did not want to-give
up the prey so easily and the.
- issue has been' held over for

" the next session.

Director of the International :
Monetary Fund, for the annual .

meetings of the two ‘Bretton-
“woods institutions ‘to,be held
-in our country. The Hindustan
Times’ (September 28) colum-

: demanded
N a\change in the outlook, ap- nist’ has welcomed - them as

“good friends of India and its

" Their frank crltlclsm is by
now well-known and it is that -
we should .concentrate upon
agrlculture and producing

w materials for export, as
be!ore, under the British.

third year of the Plan, wheri ' ambitious enough to pursue
the tempo of development big industrialisation plans, for

‘should hav.

. been heading ' we-don't have  the résources
- 'towards the climax. “Baot,
* we find In the field of in-
dustrial production, the rate to aid the

for the same and would break
our necks. They are prepared
‘“‘development” of

" of increase declined by 15 our country if we listen to

‘per cent in 1957-58, Agricul~

their advice. They will also

tural ‘production in 1957-58 help us to get forelgn capital
hod also declined by 7.9 per provided ‘we give it the free

. cent”

Comrade Gupta also pointed

" out that the total foreign _
capital investment in the pri- Desal This will be discussed

vate sector now stood at Rs.

. 650 crores, higher than at the"
beginning ‘of the First Plan!
India’s indebtedness to the
Intérnational Monetary Fund
- . 'had gone up to $1,300 million.
Add to'it another $1,000 mil-
lion in the private sector and
. it showed .that the country’s -
. - foreign llabllitles ‘were grow-
- | ing, simultaneously: with the
.growth. of. foreign. grip on our
‘economy as a whole and the
private-sector in- particular.

... He gave ample evidence to
" show that the big capitalists -
. were being aided to become
big monopolists. Capital and |
foreign. exchange allocations
to the .private sector Were
golng up. He drove home the
- point that the Plan was. being
revised to meet the demands -
of the big industry m the pri- :

_ vate sector. - |

- 'The resources crisis ‘he

.. . -stated, was Government—made,

- the result of its policy of ap- -

o . peasing the vested . interests . economy to the foreign impe-

' -and burdening the people. He rialist Government and. their
‘made several suggestlons for ﬂnanclal lnstltlrtlons

PAPE TWO' )

i

run of our country. They and
their rasters have ' already
put all this across to Morariji

‘once again in the internation-
al conferences of the Finance:
Ministers and experts of the
capitalist countries, who will
assemble- in: New Delhi next
week, i

" Their" proclatmed alm ls to’

‘Something - - more
constrtntional propnety, is -
involved. It is a vital matter
of constitutional . principle,
the ' relation between the
_Centre and the States, the

fature of democracy in In-
" dia, the observance of de-
" cency in public life.

This week the Union Food
Minister has refused to give
any rice to Kerala, though it
is 50 per cent deficit, the high-
est in India. He has stated
that Kerala can buy rice in
the Andhra miarket, which, is
surplus. He has not cared to - The:
answer from where the -funds
to pay the blackmarket price
and subsidising this price will
come to keep- the. falr-prlce

shops running..

“gid” India and other under-

developed countries. Their real’
aim’is the economic invasion _
of our and other Asian and
Afrfcan countires.

We have learned from
bitter experience that when
. Dulles and his ' doubles in
the other -imperialist coun-
tries talk of saving . world
freedom, they are . only
working for their own world
domination. We have simi-.
larly -to realise -that- their
economic counter-parts
when they talk of aiding us, .
are only.masking their plans
to economically enslave uas.
The policy = of saving the
Plan with their ald is nothing -
else but the policy of selling
“the. country, mortgaging our

The  Congress’ leaders in- RIFT OVER B ‘zA

New Delhi know, that ‘if the
Kerala - Gover
rice from the |
the, Kerala Congre
will get another chance to at-
tack the Communist Ministry

for making money on rlce for
the Party funds and so on.
Political slanders from above
and starving the people below
are the Congress ‘tactics aga-
inst the Communlst Ministry.

THE
CLIMB-DOWN

HE powerful food move-
ments in UP. and West
Bengal have compelled the
Congress Governments to
come down a peg or two. On
-September 23, Sri Sampurna-
nand had stated before the
U. P. Congress Legislature
Party that his Government
would not be coerced into
negotiating with agitating
Opposition parties, as it would
amount  to submission of a
inajority.to. the minority.
During the next few days,
he had to release the Oppo- -
sition leaders,
‘themi and:the iatest reports
show that the arrestéd sat- -
yagrahis will be released |
and. .all-party’ committees -
" formed and the demands
and suggestions of the Op-
- position discussed. .
- In West Bengal, DrvB c.
Roy, on September 26, declar-
ed at a Press Conference that

A

‘NEW AGE

the proposal

got up and

ent - bought
ndhta market,
SS leaders

talk with

VR he -Wwas allve to. the. “3erious-
- [

¢ ness” of the. food" situation
and was trylng to put it above
party . grouplngs. He announ-

next’ day,: the 11-day -old
‘Statewide  “food . satyagraha
movement was called off after

Minister and. secured -the ne-

rantees. - |

The Times of India in its
September 25 Edltorial has
called it “a new policy of at-
tempting by various gestures,
to moliify the Opposition.” It

dents’ . -agitation, the tram
' strike, and the food satya-
graha.

Even the Times of India
realises that the Congress
cannot. continue to rule the
old way and states:

realism—for it .is .nothing

and

well for.the State and more
particularly for the Congress

tructive conciliation is more
likely than anything * else to
yield political dividends’ -
Again,
‘has to go. further. Referring
‘to the exposures made in the
offictal: Food , Report; which
Dr. B. C. Roy was compelled to.
publish, it does not share the
Chief Minister’s unprinéipled
partisanship in continuing to
shield and. retain: - the * Food
Minister: “The matter is not

than

propriety but—what is more to
the point—one of inspiring
public confidence in the admi-
nistration’s ability.” to guard
against ‘any recurrence . of
serlous errors. Such conﬂdence
cannot,. Wowever, be achieved
if the Minister; constltntlonal-
1y and’ otherwise; - ‘responsible

e has come - when
even- the Right-wing Press
cannot as before defend the
'Congress Government

TENANTS’ RIGHTS

T HE Punjab landlords were
engaged . in large-scale
eviction.of tenants and trans.
- fers of'land ~to escape and
_nullify -the land reforms. The
situation was so serious that-
the Planning Commission
through the President, got the
Governor ‘issue an Ordlnance ;
on July 30, declaring all land
transactions made after April
.. 1953 mala'fide.
-~ During the current session-
. of the Punjab Legislature, the
Punjab Security of Land Te-
nures Amendment Bill, incor-
porating the above Ordlnance
was discussed., The Punjab
Government,: under pressure
from the landlords accepted
an amendment which reversed
"the galns the ipeasants -had
made in the: ordinanc{e
This created a furore.- The
Congress | Party ' was sharply
divided. Congress MLA Ranjit
Singh' sharply expressed the
view that, the present méasure
had ceased ‘to be progressive
and had become retrograde.
__ ‘Another Congress ex-Min-
ister, Prlthvr Singh : Azad,
thonght that the Govern-
‘ment was playing a “joke”
on thonsands of landless
tenants. He regretted .that
. the Govemme.nt had failed -
.to redeem the Pariy’s elec-
tion pledge. It was not living
up to the Congrose ideal of. .
- Iand t 'the tlller.

“ced  some concesgions. The -

:its leaders had met the Chief:
cessary clarifications and gua- -

gives the examples of the stu-;

“This.
other. than' that—promises -

itself, since a policy of cons- .

the Times of India

simply one of constitutional -

for lapses persists in office.”:
agricultural * students :-to- go.

. India (September 27) .visited
* 0f New Delhi, only a day after-

- villagers,

.and much discussion.

Another senlor COngress
MLA, ‘Ball, stated that while
the Ordinance had raised hlgh

“hopes the amendmen

-Congress ¥ ngth
of 118 in a -ho of 154 “but -
only- 63 votes' were.- collécted

for the amended! Bill, The

Hindustan Times Special Cors:
respondent reports - that “a’
considerable number of Con-
gress rmambers chose to absent;
themselves on the occasion”.’

The: Hindustan Times’ ‘col-|
umnist in the Sunday: issue.
reviewing the debate ° clearly
admits: “Most of the new en-:
trants to the Congress: fold;’
‘like the Akalis- and formerl
_Unionlsts and Zamindara Lea- '
--guers,’ who had ' been oppo-x
nents to the Congress .in the
past” won the day. ;.

In the Congress Leglslature

Party meeting, members accu- :
sed the Government of accep< ' /
ting the landlord amendment i
.without consulting the ‘party

-and over its head and 16 mem-
bers headed by an ex-Revenue :

Minister walked out. The dis-
sidents appealed to the new '
Governor, . Sri N. V. Gadgil,
.and won hls -sympathy. Their :
plan-is to lobby the Planning -
Commission .and the Unlon
Government. A

gress Party is of great signi-
ficance in the contegt of ris: -
ing upsurge in’the " pesasant -
movément of which our rea-!:

Punjab rreport on page slx

0

T HE President hlmself had‘
launched 32 Food Brigades |
of ‘agronomists, experts and

and help the. peasants and|
boost the- food - production. A
‘staff reporter of the Times of.
Alipur, a village 11 miles out:

one such brlgade's visit. -He

calls it a “‘comparatively pros- . .

perous” village and within the
development block.

His first encounter with the
.was ' as  follows:
“Yes, they knew that some
sahibs have visited -their ‘vil-
lage the day. before. There
was a meeting at the Chaupal _
‘What
it was about they could not
tell. Perhaps, Masterji could
tell you something. )
- “Masterji - was a wlzened
old man pulling at the hooka
and the Chairman of the
Village Development Counecil,
who had met, welcomed and
held dlscusslons with the bri- |
gade. His conclusion was: | °
- “‘What do these Govern- -
ment parties hope to do?
Work a miracle? We have lost
all faith in them.

“‘Look at the development
block people across the road.
They have been here for ma.ny
years. Do you see:any im- :
Provement in the village'>’ KO

It is a devastating exposure -

‘and the grim tfuth. Unless all .

-this can be. ended and soon, :

we are in for a worse food

"crisis,: despite the food briga-
des and the big talk about all .

parties’ cooperation. All-part- -
fes’ effort muist be pin-pointed
to unitedly ending this shame- !
ful state of aﬂairs R !
" —P. C. ]OSHI
September 30 1958
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BRIGADE -

. This split inside the Con.

3

ders can’ getagllmpsel'nour o

ARAAAAR

)
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THE Commonwealth -

Trade and - Economic
Conference at Montreal
was exll])ected to_provide a
triumphant finale' to Sri.
Morarji ‘Desai’s ‘trip abroad
to ~procure :foreign ex-
.change for the Second

Plan. ]udgmg by its final

. conHnuni however,
one is inc ned to dismisss
‘it as yet - another wild:

goose chase, which an in-

dulgent Govemment chari-
- “tably permits its Ministers

seas

For, contrary to the expec--
tations C
raised, all that Sri Desai has

-succeeded in making the dig-
.nitaries assembled at Mon-

treal yield is a set of plati-
tudinous sentxinentahhes,»
dripping with “bonhomie”—

supposed to be the prevadmg
relationship -in this unique

comity of nations — inter-:

spersed with some operative
decisions of a character too

- generalised to bring any 1m- .

medxate beneﬁt

THE PROBLEMS
WE FACE -

Before, discussing these

"'decisions, however, let us re-.

. call the problems faced by

our economy — in common
with * other economies of a

" like ‘¢haracter 'in the Com-

- stick

>

. knows when)

monwealth — to which solu- .

‘tiops  were expected to be

--forthcoming from  the Mon-

treal Conference.

First of these was the’
problem.’ of

prices of primary commodi-

ties—industrial raw:materials . .

and-other agricultural goods
—which constitute the main-
exports of these countnes

Ordmanly it would seem
that the easiest, and also the
most direct, way to solve it
would be to decide to ex-

- change fixed quanta of these
industrial -

commodities for
goods, which these countries
so badly need. Efforts in this
direction could, besides, be
reinforced by. a resolve to
to Commonwealth’
markets as far as purchase of
these' commodities is con-
cemed ’ .

Thts is not, however, what
Moritreal has decreed — for,
instead of directly deciding
to take immediate
support the prices of these
-commodities, it offers to un-
dertake studies commodity
by commodity (nobody
“to find ways
of moderating short-term
fluctuations through interna-
tional price and marketing
pacts.” And - as far as the
maintenance of the preferen-
tial system is concerned, the.
accent is now on m‘pandmg
the Com.monwealth in an

- “expanding -world”

NOT SO
 INNOCUOUS

- A fipe. se tunent indeed
this of loosemilg the implicit
mlubmons of e Common-

e
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to: penodlcally stage over-

which had been -

instability of .

steps to’

. them.

. decision of
- meetings of the two inter-

@@@

i
|
t
i
|

I
i
i

i‘lmse s
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1 -
wealth in the sphere of tra‘de
~—and that too in, the inte-
rests of expanding trade wrth
outside countries. In its im-

-plications, however, it is not

as innocuous as it seems, For,

- with the framers of, the com-

munique the utmost that the

" world -should expand is to

have = ‘the cooperation -° of
other - countries, especially
‘the U.S.”

“Thus, in plam Words once
again it is only the Amencan
colossus to which the leaders i
of the Commonwealth look
for providing succour to help
them meet the problems of

|
their respective’ g ‘economies.

in the Socialist Ssector—the
world to which they belong
does . not. ‘simply e;;,ist for
In relation to our ecanomy,

however, ’t is apparent that
the vistas of economic co-

- operation with the Socialist
countries—in the. sphere of .
trade as well as in obtaining -

technical know-how for in-

dustrial development—which
" have.been - increasingly. un-

folded of late hold out im-
menge possib:l:tres, if only :

_nwe care to utilise them for

our benefit.

NO NEW R
ASSISTANCH o

4
i

Another ~— and from the
point of view of Sri Desai’s
mission, the most unportant

—problem to which the Con- :
ference was expected to pro- *

vide an answer was that of

availability - of more funds. -

In this line, however, all that '
it has offered is the possibi-
lity of establishing . a new’

Commonwealth financial in- .
* stitution,

details of which
would be discussed after the
forthcoming meetings of the

" World Bank.’ and the Inter-

national Monetary Fund m
New Delhi.

Obvxously, : dependent as

" these countrxes——partxcularly .

the U.K. and Canada—are on
the sweet will of the US.
Admlmstratlon, even in the
Sphere of balancing, their.
‘own economies, it Was tgo.

much to expect them to offer’ -

-any new assistance ‘to Ir-dla'
or - other underdeveloped
countries. . - 2

EARLIERR : !
EXAMPLES =~

i

In the wake of the likely
. the New Delhi

~national .organisations to m-
crease the funds at their dxs-
" posal, it would probably not

be  too difficult for these -

leaders to beguile the credu-
lous into believing that the'
need for such a Common-

wealth effort, having already -

|
i

) upl

been fulﬁued, .they are no

longer ' obliged to pursue
their efforts

separate mstxtutxon

Thus, thro‘u.ghv subtlety of
tactics- they hope to conceal -

.their incapacity to play an

to estabhsh a

i

independent role in provid- - |

ing funds for the develop-
ment of economies like ours.
Unfortunately for them, peo-.

_ple are not so easily hood-
they '
have before them the exam~ .

wmked for already
ple of the earlier - British-
credit of nearly forty million
sterling whtch . instead of
helping us to procu.re any

was directed mainly towards
paying off exporters in the
U.K., itself- And that too, for

" goods which had already

been imported.
BARBEN
RESULTS

In the same line ,aéain,

Dec ." new goods for our industries,’ .
As for the other countries— . -

some new credits would be-

terest. at - which the "UK:
Government itself ‘borrows

one-quarter of.one per cent”,
(altogether ~ amounting to
nearly five to six per cent).’

How much of it would be

earmarked for our country,

however, is as yet unknown. ...

From Canada, too, sorne
new contrxblmons would be

. made available through the
‘Colombo

Plan. Since these
have so far mainly com-
prised of items ‘of - little
consequence to industrial de-
velopment, the new alloca--
tions either are not likely to
help much in the solution of

the foreign . exchange pro- -
blem. ’ : :
" Thus, in prornoting ‘trade, -

in_ stabilising commodity
prices, as well as in procure-
ment of additional foreign
funds, the Montreal ~ Con-

. forthcoming, at a rate of.in-"

management charge of -

"ference has been barren of .

results: And rightly, too, be-

- cause in the context of a de-

clining trend of intra-Com-

. .monwealth trade, which has
. attained significant propor-
tions since the early fifties,

and the preponderant intru-

sion of = the United States, .
Jdpan and West Germany .

into the hitherto close pre-

. serves of Great *Britain, the -

continuance of a heteroge-_

- nous conglamoration of na-
tions—bound by so tenuous a

_bond as that of imperialist
exploitation — could hardly
‘e feasrble

WIIEN WILL OUR
GOVT. LEABN ?-

. : ‘Lately, the emergence of -
the Soviet Union, China and

other Socialist countries as

alternative sources of indus-

trial aoods»:os well qs centres’
' “for absorption of primary

commodities, and the possi~

" bility of the newly independ- -
‘utilisirig’ the -

. ent countries"
pote'nttahties arising there-
from, have wuade the exist-
ence of such @ g‘rouping all
. the more . untenable,  Our.
Government, however, tenq-
ciously continues to hug it to
its bosom. Ome wonders
nwhen it will learn the prud-

ence of divesting itself of the

burden of " @ carcass which
only stinks,
‘@ costly deadweight
ma.ny spheres : :

inso

One such sphere in which. -

besides proving --

it directly. inhibits -our inde-

pendence to pursué an eco-

nomic policy -beneficial to-us .
is. that of utilisation of our -
Even as -

“sterling balances. -
late as the visit ‘of Sri Desai

© to Brrtam the mcongrulty of |
such'g a limitation was sharply. .

‘HE Hindustan Times told
. its‘readers on Septem=
ber. 26 that
agreement
between India and the Uni-

- ber last year, several U.S:
firms are understood to have

applied/ to, the U.S. Interna- ,

tional Cooperation - Mission

~- following the -
_ “Convertibility*”

- ted States, signed in Septem-.

. for investing amounts total-. .
ling.more thap seven mxlhon :

dollars ‘in India.

One ‘such proposal, ‘has:in

fact been approved‘aprropos o
- Trade "Council (NFTD), an'

settmg up a factory in-Bom-
bay to manufacture surgical
dressmgs,
sanitary’ produe ts. The
Tridian’ firm, collaborating in
the venture, “will hold only
.25 per’ cent “of the share
capltal : v

mmnﬁn FOR NEW
. oomonssrons

therapeutic . and ,

Lest anyone be unaware of _

vertibility” agreement, under
which the’ plant is to be esta-

blished (and more are Tre-’
ported to be ‘in‘the oﬁing),l_. -
its main -
- clause, :which = prescribes a

we right recall

guarantee on the part of. the
U.S. | Administration that it

.owill convert . the 'profits, as
invested in-
. these plants,- ipto dollars, as
Sponsors.

well 'as capital
and1 ‘when the
" please. Ultimately, ‘however,
it is|the Indian people who
will stand to lose the foreign.

exchange whlch will go to--
wards making these conver-'

sxons posslble.

.brought home . to us in the .

NEWS &

-form of the UK.’s agreement

. nificance,

to a further scaling down -of
these. balances to-a. new
minimum of 105 nulhon

pounds. . )
" In the wo_rds of ,the Eco-.. :

nomic Weekly this agree-
ment is of far-reaching sig-

existence. of firm undertak-

ings on the part of ‘the over-
seas sterling area to maintain:
a minimum of sterling assets
and to only revise these
minima by agreement with

" the banker” (i.e:; the UK.).

_Obviously, as the weekly has

demanded, it is only proper

NOTES |

concerning as -it.-
does “‘the possibility of the

that thé Indian Government ‘§ L

-“announces the nature of ;¢
these . undertakmgs to the: &
"and. also ., g
“how far this is relevant to -
the statutory cover to the. -
mue of internal currency.” -’

United Kingdom”

© As if this guarantee were -
" not enough the U.S. business

circles are now demanding
new concessions, this time in

the sphere of taxation. Ac-
¢ording to the Times of .
India,

-negotiations between
the Governments -
and the USA are expected to

open in November to. drscum .

these concessxons o

VIBTUAL

EMBARGO

. organisation i

- (limiteds),
- the rmphcatlons of the “Con- .

.. concessions
: mveshnent more proﬂtable” o

The. National Foreign

important forciqn. trade tax
the USA; has

suggested that the Indu:n

Government should recog-*-

nise as “companies”: all the
U.S. Corporations, . organised

. under the U.S. laws, and that '
- - 7o tax should be lévied on
. -dividends paid by an Indtan ’

subsidiary to an. ‘American
corporation, Since the. India

the country, are mostly .only
subsidiaries of the -giant
Amertcan ‘corporations,
acceptance of. the Council’s
suggestion  will : virtually
amount to an embargo on’
eny.- taxation of their proﬁts

Is it too much to hope of .
the . Indian . Government, -

which has already granted

too many incentives to fore-
ign investors, that ithis time

- it will ‘put its foot-down and

refuse to grant any -further
to ‘'make . their
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o L ! ""body praised the great pro-
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R

st . MONG the Union Min-
“isters who have specia-

oot
- 4 -
PR i

" bilitation Minister. Mr.

" tent - in. rehabilitating—

~ himself at least. Not.that

.he -does not care - for his

_~ hapless refugee brothers,

for, does not he hold up be-

-~ fore them the golden pros-
pects of Dandakaranya.-

' 'We are told fractors and
bull-dozers. -are - on their
: " way ‘to make an idyllic
e forest, abode out  of the
dense jungle. - . —

Hearing this a friend of
: “heartening report . from
. Assam, where also ‘much
care and compassion "are
being bestowed .on the un-

: -~ grateful refugees. ,
" In the District of Cachar,
. there are about four lakhs
; of refugees, with whom: the
 “"Assam -.Government .does
not know what to do:’Some-
time ago, - a report‘ came
that some of these refugees
squatting in an area were

help of elephants which

huts. But elephants always
don’t solve the - problem.

- And so the Assam Govern-
. ment, too, has had a brain-
.. wave, .-~ '
A scheme was drawn up

. was to have been reclaimed
~ with the help of the Cen-
-~ tral Tractor Organisation.
"The cost was estimated ab-
2. Rs. 32 lakhs, but what does’
i that mater when it' would
“resettle 2,360 families.." On
paper, it was worked out
that each family would get
two acres for Rs. 500 which
amount would be treated
asaloan. - -
From the Governor in
his address to the Assembly
- . and the Finance  Minister

‘Deputy. Ministers and Se-
cretariat officials, every-

jecfi. But praises apart, how
was the money spent?
"Three lakhs of rupees went
for building some quarters,
garages and offices. Huts
‘which would* normally cost
Rs. 300 were " put up for
- Rs. 1,400. Some of these
.collapsed within :two
months of their construe-
Ctlon. R -
- UNCROSSED .
- BRIDGES -
A bridge was put up over.
a small river for the frac-
“ tors to pass over them. But
after it was bmilt, it was
. found to be too wedk to’
; _carry a tractor. So the
- {ractors -‘abandoned - the

bridge and crossed ‘the -

river which did not- have
mote than two feel of
. “water. C S
. Two bungalows_for thé
officers were constructed
"~ at Rs. ten thousand each.
Similar. buildings in a nei-
‘ghbouring Community De-
" - velopment block cost only
" Rs, four thousand. -

- ELEPHANTS. .
AND TRECTORS '~ _

lised in heroics, the Reha--

_ “Meher Chand Khanna, is -
‘one. He is no doubt compeé- -

But the mischievous Op- .
o position partiés are spoil-
[ - . ing: Mr, Khanna'’s chances .

aed T . of selling Dandakaranya.

mine has sent-me a rather .

" . gently tore_down their :

covering 4,780 acres which °

" in his Budget Speech, down *
to the lesser VIPs like the -

tractor - -operation — the

—reached " after operation

was over, and so the top of -

~ the mounds though re-
claimed could. not be level-
led. A tractor got burnt,
but still it ‘'was transported
5§00  miles “before it was

_‘abandoned ' on the road- -

" side—after a big sum had
already been wasted on it.
Along the. river bank, for
long stretches, tractor parts
could be seen -scattered
like the bones of a pre-
historic animal. -
- After- -these - tireless
efforts, the Government
has, now - suspended the
operation though of course
the monthly expenditure

“of Rs, 25000 has to be _

borne on account of the
tion.

ALL THIS
WASTED ©

A friend of mine has cal-

culited the cost of this
piece of nation-building :
‘after working for 2,880
hours and spending Rs.
144,000, only 240 acres have
been made ready  for re-
. settlement. If the work is
. now stopped for good, then

_ . you will_have to add an
. "kindly moved out with the "~ b4 7ill_have to ot

thef- RS, three lakhs spent

on . preliminary . ‘establish--"
ment, and so we have the
grant total of Rs. 444,000 .
which, of course, does not .

include the money spent
on the VIP visits .to the’

- project area. .
The story does

_has yet been resettled on
“this lavishly nurtured site.

And -jungles are' growing -

. where ' the tractors did
such strenuous job. .
- I wonder'if Mr. Fletcher.
is also taking the help of
the Central Tractor Orga-
-nisation for the Dandaka-
ranya. réclamation. But I

must not talk of all this -

lest it might impart a sen-
se of insecurity for . Mr.

IN MINIATURE
I HAVE come .across the
4 gtory of a . financial
transaction .- which - very
much smacks of laffaire
* Mundhra-though on a
much less ambitious scale.

After all it is difficult even .

for the Congress regime to
produce two such flamboy-
ant adventurers as Mun-
dhra .in the -course of ‘&
couple of years. ' .
This was .& transaction
on a much smaller scale,
involving only Rs. 30 lakhs.

' Let us begin at the be--

ginning. < -

The Swedeshi = Cotton
. Company . - of Kanpur be-
longing to the Jaipurias

some time ago expressed
its willingness to start a
factory in Rajasthan - for -

the manufacture of textile
goods. The proposal was to

set up the factory in Udal- _ '

pur with 25,000 spindles.
Nothing .abnormal about

the proposal, one would

say—except that the com-

_pany expected & loan of -
. Rs. 30 lakhs from the State. -

" Sukhadia’s Government al-
.ways ready to oblige in such
cases, a;greed -

" An ‘essehtial part of the -
blade (the dozing machine) ,

Cenfral Tractor Organisa- -

not end :
there. No displaced person -

MUNDERE DEAL ..

ECer
H

company did not get any
lcence to install spindles.
‘This did not at all deter
the ‘Sukhadia Government.
or the - company. They
found a way out of the
“difficulty: T ,
‘B BIT OF
PERSUASION - .
Another firm, the Rani-
wala Company of Beawar,

- had a:licence for .15,000

spindles and it was pre-

pared to set up a spinning -

mill if it was given a loan
of Rs. ten lakhs.” But ne
loan was forthcoming to
this company. Instead it

‘was “persuaded” to sell its.

licence to the Swadeshi
Cotton Mills. - - -
Once  the - lcence :was:
* secured by this rather
-round-about- method, the
question cf Ioan arose aga-.
in. And there were plenty
of difficulties, the first!and
‘foremost being  that if
funds from the Consolida-
ted Fund. were to be psed,
sanction from the- Govern-
ment of India was neces-

To add to the problem,
the Finance Department of
the State Government,
when it examined the ques-
tion, raised objections
mainly on -the ground
-that, the loan of Rs.. 30
1akhs was on-the- basis-of
25,000 spindles and since
the licence - was only for
15,000 spindles, the -loan
amount should be reduced.
This objection- was over-.
rnled . i 1

The Finance Department
also said that a -penally
clause In default of pay-
ment of interest should be -
inserted in the agreement.
This was disregarded. -

“The Finance Department °
gave its written: opinion
that the loan should be:
treated as the first charge
on the assets of -the con-
cern which was belng open-
ed in Rajasthan. Totally
agalnst this recommenda-
tion, the agreement allows
the firm to take loans from .
the Rajasthan Finance Cor-
‘poration and. such 'loans
‘could be treated as the
first charge on the indus-

.

OWN RULES -
. What the Sukhadia Gov-
ernment did was to use the
funds of the. Devasthan
- Pepartment to grant. the
loan. sAcéording to the
rules framed by the State
Government itself, the De-
vasthan funds are a sort of
trust fund  kept . with the

. State and cannot ke used

for granting loans to any
private party. This rule
was not amended and the
opinion of the State Law.
Department seems to be
that since this has not been
done the loan would be
illegal. A
Somebody seems to. have -
been very.much anxious to
give this loan under any
- circumstances. And to add
to its seriousness, my cor-
‘respondent :writes every-
thing was done under the

* direct instructions of the

Chief Minister. .
o .~ —DIARIST
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that would lead
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satyagraha in

ONE MONTH OF

' @ FROM HARI DESAI

Ios

Despite black-out_in - the ;naﬁqnai ‘Press, the
Ahmedabad for the restoration of the

*-martyr’s ‘meémorial' has- continued without stop or

slackening. Despite the show of “firmness” on the

part of those in

the unity of the Gujarati people as never

power, the movement has cemented

before,

bringing about unprecedented fraternisation and un.

derstanding between the
people. ' o

N’EARLY-two lakhs of peo-
'+ ¥ple had. come out-on the

streets of Ahmedabad on Aug- -
batch of

ust 27 when the
.Maharashtrian women . offer-
‘ed Satyagraha. And the streets
‘continuously echoed with the

slopihs of “Gujarati-Marathi -

Bhai:Bhai”,

‘This demonstration of Gu- © .
jarati-Maratha unity produ- - -

ced an amazing reaction
among the present-day “toa-
‘dies”. The Congress Press star-
ted a shameless campaign to
arouse anti - Maharashtrian
sentiments and the City Con-
gress Committee passed a re-
solution. dubbing - the move-
“Communist-inspired.”

- The Secretary of the Com-
mittee issued a statement to
the Press charging Sri Indulal
Yagnik and the leadership of
Mahagujarat Janata-Parishad

with having incited the’ peo- -

ple to acts of violence and
incendiarism - and attacking

. them for “giving away” Bom-

bay city to - the Maharash-

-trians. He could not restrain’

his ire at the participation ‘of
Maharashtrian women in-Gu.

jaratis’ satyagrahas, even going .
to the extent of decrying the .

slogan “Gujaratl - Marathi

Bhai-Bhai.” - o

Smashing’

Rejoinder _
" While this proved hardly
of any help to the Congress
. bosses—for the man-in-the-

" street only sneered at these

antics in contempt and
ordinary Congressmen felt
fiabbergasted and dismayed
- —it brought a smashing re-
_joinder from the Secretary
of the Mahagujarat Janata
Parishad. o :
He exposed the hypocrisy of
the- Congress pointing out
that while the Congress rulers
hailed bilingual Bombay as a
great success, they opposed

‘fraternisation between Guja-

rati and Msaharashtrian peo-
ple and stooped to rousing
narrow provincial and chau-
vinistic feelings. :

" As the - slander campaign

recoiled on its initiators and

indignation at these dirty -

tactics mounted - among the

_people, the Parishad decided

to widen the satyagraha allow-
ing batches from ' other, dis-
tricts ‘of Gujarat "to partici-
pate In it, -

The Gujarat Provincial Con-
gress . Committee meeting on
September' 7 retreated -from

" these positions - leaving - out

the anti-Communist part of

it. Nevertheless the resolu- ~~ - - . P
The send-offs to batches .-
from distiicts has itself be-

tlon it  adopted .condemned
the “violence” and opposed
the demand for a judiclal en-
quiry into the- firing saying

to weakening

Gujarati and Maharashtrian

1

. : t o
of thé morale of the forces of

law and order. - |
RS H t

~ The most significant part
of the GFPCC| resolution,
however, was the one de-
ploring the tendency among
certain respons.ble Con-
gress:quarters to make con-

ments on the issue of bilin-
” gual Bombay, creating some-
- times an impression that
the issue:was open to re-
consideration. The 'GPCC
emphatically asserted that
‘the bilingnal set-up had
come to stay. : L
Knowledgeable circles re-
vealed that this was the re-

sult of the guidance from a .

certain “strong man”.. I was

ven to understand that last
month’s happenings in Ahme-
dabad and Gujarat had caused

deep concern in New Delhi. .

Both- Pandit Nehru and Pan-

. dit Pant weré said to be wor-

-ried and felt that something
had to be done to mollify the
sentiments of the ‘people of

. Gujarat and Maharashira.

“Then followed the letter from-
the. Rashtrapati to the Prime

of the issue. - P
‘I 'was - told that at this-

stage Pandit Nehru had soun-

ded both Sri S. K. Patil .and
Sri Morarji Desai. While, ac-
cording to reports, ' Sri Patil
expressed his  readiness ' to
have the 1issue of bilingual

Bombay reopened, Morarjibhai -

is reported to have put his

foot down, saying that could :

happen only

by L “over - his dead.
ody. . C

Fearing that the issue might -

be reopened in . his absence

Morarji issued . instructions -

to his Heuténants in Gujarat.
Hence ‘this resolution deplor-
ing *unclear and. confusing

statements” being made by .

responsible people, presumak-
ly the Prime Minister and the
President, and a-firm declara4
tion from the GPCC that the
bilingual had come to stay and
the. issue was not subject to
reconsideration. - =~ -

On September 17, to mark
the completion of one month
of the satyagraha, repre-
‘sentative batches - from all

over Gujarat as well as a - .

batch of workers from all
: States of India-who have
settled down in Ahmedabad
- and made it their home,
. offered satyagraha. They
- were greeted by cirowds of
 thousands .upon thoisands
on their way to the memo~
rial site, - oo

.come a big. mass_movemens

rat

fusing and unclear state-

Minister suggesting reopening -

embracing the whole of Guja-
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 OCTOBER 4,1957, SAW THE DAW

N OF THE SPACE AGE

.. Fourth of October, 1957, has gone down in the his-
tory of mankind as the dawn of the Space Age. The

new vista of
-bound  man

knowledge that
has unlimited p

ing of the sputnik on that day (sputnik incidentally is
part of Russian phrase Iskustvennyi Sputnik Zemli—
meaning ‘artificial fellow-traveller around the world’) .
~‘followed by two bigger ones by the Soviets and three
small ones by the Americans, was one of the major _
items of the programme for the International Geophy-
(dGY, from July 1,

si¢al Year
-1958).

' No Accident

I T is no accident of history

that it was the . Socialist .

' humanity that first blazoned .
the glorious path of humani-
ty’s advance to eonquer space.
The breath-taing achieve-

- ments in science and-techno-

logy in the Soviet Union in a -
brief span of forty years de-
monstrate anew to what pin-
nacle .of glory ‘man could
reach, once.the Inequitles of
the- capitalist system are done
away with and the: creafive
energles of the people libe-
_.rated. Co .
Let there be no mistake. .
The soaring of the spu
is not and could .not be the
achievement only.of a few
- gcientists, "It requires the.
concerted effort of a.whole '
. generation trained- in the
. sciences = and ‘the, scientific
outlook. This is not to un-
derestimate the achievement
of American science. But as
- i5.common knowledge, Ame-
rica finds it difficult to de-
vote the same concerfed co-
" ordinated efforts for fear of
its industries being denuded -
.- of their scientific and tech-
nical personnel. .America’s

yearly . output of science -

graduates is at the moment
less than half that of the
‘Soviet * Union, as is freely

‘- #The IGY. is . thé greatest

" geientific research programme
that has ever been -under-

" taken. More than 5,000 sclen-

tists of 67 nations are engaged
in a far-flung assault on the
secrets of the earth; the sun
and the space. .

./ 1t 1s worth recording that
.even in these days of cold war
and international tension, 67.

:, nations from Argentina  to

cal order),. from the Soviet

Union and China to the USA

and Britain, from India and
Pakistan * to - Indonesia and
‘Iran are engaged in - studying.
the major phenomena of the
earth simuitaneously.

Co-operation -

More than 2,500 scientific
stations -and bases scattered
 around the globe are involved,
from the Arctic:to the Antar--
tic, from the Pacific to the
Atlantic and now in a certaln

_Yugoslavia (in the alphabeti- .

is operied up for earth-
ossibilities. The launch,

1957 to Dece'mber. 31,__

comes to the earth from space;
the nature of its various types
of radiation the corpuscular,
the ultra-violet and short-
wave X-rays; and the some-
what mysterious cosmic rays

which constantly bombard

the' earth. : L
One of the main concerns of
the IGY is the sun, for almost
all geophysical activity is re-
lated in-one way or another !
to solar activity. The sugges-
tion to hold it in 1957-58 was -
made because the sun would
be at the peak of a sunspot

cycle and the results of its .- ;

heightened activity could be
studied most effectively then.
The_next sunspot cycle will
not occur till 1970. : :

Information

The amount of informa-
tion being gathered 1is so
vast that it will take a cou-
ple of years to_compufte, in-
terpret and marshall it pro-

2

perly. This great collection
of facts will be used by
. scientists ' for . comparison
-with data collected during. .
future geophysical “years’”
and will serve as the stand--
ard for scientific reference
" between such “years.” It
‘may take two ~or more of
these “years” and a prodi-
gious 'amount of scientific
effort between them before
the earth sheds her myste-

ries. .
It s difficult in a short arti-
cle to encompass all the as-
- pects. of the study ‘involved.
To mention but a few of im-
mediate use to us in our every-
day life: The causes of the.
climatic changes producing
sudden changes iIn weather,
long droughts and devastating
floods may be discovered. The
mineral resources of the last
unexplored continent. Antarc-
tica,. -are being investigated.

sense  also In space for the.'—Tlie ‘gize and shape of-the"

* sputniks should really be con-
gidered as scientific reseaxtch

bases in space.

. “The cold war could not stand -

in the way of this gigantic
- international cooperation be-
cause the major phenomena
of-thé world are so vast that
observers can see-only a small
part from within the boun-

N daries. of ‘a single country.

Indeed not merely the whole

- earth but even.the spdce and -

the solar system are necessary
for a comprehensive -study of
the weather, the air, the océ-
_ans and the ice of the earth;
the = upper  atmosphere Or
fonosphere; - the solid earth;
_ the: sun itself ~ as the main
_source of -the energy -that

OCTOBER 5, 1958 .

" earth are being carefully mea-
sured and . navigational and
aeronautical techniques will
be improved. An attempt will
be made here . to deal with-
some of the particular studies
in relation to' the sputnik.

Ocean Of Air

In studying - some of the
heavenly - bodies . around us
and the outer space, the big-
gest difficulty the sclentist
faces is that. all experiments
and observations carried out
on the surface of the earth
- take place at the bottom of
-$he atmosphere, surrounding

| providing ' ms with much

:he e'a.rth" ~a kind of 'océén'o(
_alr, hundreds of miles deep.

| This atmosphere is, of cour-

se, absolutely essential for our

. gurvival not merely because of
.~ the much-needed oxygen . it.

provides, but- also because it

protects us from. the maiy
lethal radiations that abound
1;11111 space—the cosmic ~ rays, .
e
charged :particles from the:
sun, etc. This ocean of air lets
through to us, living as we do
on the surface of the .earth,
-only some. narrow regions of
the spectrum of electro-mag-
netic waves. emitted. by the
sun, the stars and other hea-
venly bodles. . :

ultra-violet . rays, the

i

For ideal scientific obser-~
vations, therefore, a labora-
tory in space beyond the at-
mosphere is necessary. This
is precisely what the sput-
i niks are. Varions automatic

- | instroments, installed inside

as well as the very movement
_of the sputnik - itself, are

valuable information hither- .
to inaccessible and they lite-
rally open the  gateway to
the heavens, to the moon,
|, the planets and ultimately
[ to the stars. .

T
From Space

| It 15 interesting to nots that

even a proper study of our

earth is impossible unless we

‘Inecessarily  with the naked

eye) her from space. It was go

correctly the curvature of the
earth for  -the usual means
adopted by the geological sur--
veys could not be resorted to

EThe orbit and the speed of the

‘sputniks will enable us to
‘compute the curvature more
leorrectly, almost to a few feet.
! There is g natural magnetic

.field around the earth. Its

iproperties are known for long

land much utilised in practice,

’;though the nature of the geo-
imagneuc' field as also its ori-
'zin remains a mystery. Recent
'observations confirm further
that this' magnetic ‘field con~

. 'sists of two parts; one due to-

‘sources in-the interior of the
‘earth and. the other.to sour-
lces outside the earth.

affects the motion of charged
particles coming from the sun

space. - The measurement of
the extent of the sun’s corpus-
cular radiation with the -help
of the sputniks ' will provide
important ' clues in- unravell.
ing much of the mysteries of
the geomagnetic fleld. . :
. The spu will enable ns
also to me  the intensity

be possible - because of the
rapid motion of the sputnik
round the earth), as also to

primary - cosmic radiation,

primary - characteristics - in
NEW AGE - .

. the jonosphere.” - -

are able ‘to “observe” (not

long impossible to compute -

when it came to high seas..

| The earth’s magnetic fleld-

to the earth through the outer

of the cosmic rays, varying..
according to latitude (this will”

study fully the composition of -

which was so- long impossible: -
as the cosmic rays lose their!

their initial passage -through’
- When a primary cosmic ray
penetrates the atmosphere to
a height of between 35 and 15
miles, -it “causes a single tiny ',
but immensely powerful nuc-
lear explosien in any atom of
the alr it hits. The debris are
hurled at:the earth causing a
s“shower” of particlesthat may
‘be a mile in circumference. -

‘In the lower atmosphere, at

heights  ‘of -ten to six miles, .

‘the cosmic rays :collide with
an: atom of nitrogen, the gas
forming 78 per cent of our air.

The nitrogen atom splits into -
one particle of - radioaciive

carbon (carbon 14) - and one
particle of radioactive hydro-

gen -(tritlum). Carbon 14 dis- -

integrates at fized rate so that
half of it disdappears in less
than 6,000 years, yet remnants

- are measurable for more than
/25,000 years. Radioactive hy-

‘drogen of -trittum has a half

" life of 12.5 years and disap-.

pears completely in about 18
‘years—at which -time -1t has
turned Into helium gas.
Carbon 14 enters carbon
- dioxide which is important
in the processes of plant
and animal life, while radio-
active hydrogen enters water -
and falls on the  earth’as
. rain or snow. Carbon 14 will
_ tell the age of any object in
which it is found as far back
as 25,000 years and radio-

=@ by DILIP BOSE

“active - hydrogen will give

Inside Knowledge

The  sputniks are giving us
an inside knowledge of the
fonosphere, the high thin air:

- that extends from 35 to rou-.

ghly 250 miles. That the thin
air- high above the .clouds
might be electrified (ions are
electrically charged gas atoms)
- was first suspected - in- 1882,

tions of the First Polar’ Year
(the forerunner to.the pre-

sent IGY) set out to study the
mysterious daily changes ‘in .
the €arth’s magnetic field. .

_Prof. - Balfour-Stew of
Manchester University sugges-

ted that only electric currents

flowing high above the earth
could explain the rapid chan-

“When Msrconi in 1901 could

message - from Englard to
Newfoundiand it proved & pro-
blem for physicists for tHe
' radio waves, like light, travel-

led on-a straight line and,

- therefore, could not bend over

the horizon. It was concluded. : ::
that radio- waves were bounc- -

ing.off a high layer in-the at-
_b}y' electrically charged. .

Territory.

 “pounce.” . By measuring the

- only beginning to be under-

. age for the past dozen years:” comes. into the lonosphere.- - '

the year in which the expedi- -

ges in the earth’s magnetism. .

successfully send a’ wireless:

mosphere, which. was proba- ..
Unknown - .

Twentyfour years later, in
+1925, -the first “layer of the

‘ionosphere - way éstablished.
‘It was found by the old astro-
nomical method of triadgula-".
‘tion, similaf* to that adopted -
by Eratosthenés in 280-B. C... > -
in computing the circumfer- T
ence of the . .earth. A radio
" wave was sentup and a recel-
ving station, I7 miles away, -
below' the horizon, heard the.

time it took for . the wave to- .
:go up and -return’ and the
angle, it was found that the.
layer was 62 miles high.

" - Before -1925 anything be-’
yond: ten or 15 miles . was.~
almost unknown _ territory. -

. By 1935 it was clear that the
fonosphere is not only affe-

- cted but created by the sun ..

‘- and that some of its proper- .
ties vary almost minute by - -
minute with the sun. -

Advance Scouts

The geophysicist suggests
that the process creating the -
ionosphere -begins- when the. '
ultra-violet . ray emanating: .
from the sun enters .and s .
absorbed by each of the layers. . | .
This ultra-violet ray is almost -
completely absorbed by the -
time it reaches the lowest or -
D layer of the lonosphere so -’
that practically none of the -
dangerous - radiation comes
through to the earth. The
small amount that does get
‘through' is, irr fact, benéficial’
~ for it destroys baeteria -and is
the source of vitamin D. In- @
the lonosphere this. ultra-
violet energy lonizes or -elec-.
trifies the atoms of molecules . . -
of air. The exact process is

- stooq._ o

" The sputniks are our ad-
vance scouts in conquering . . :
this unknown territor; ~the -~ . .-
fonosphere and the space. Ce .
They are already furnishing

us with a wealth of inform-,

atiorni as to the ‘extent of full "

‘spectrum’ of this energy that

_ What is the amount of this
. energy? What kind of atoms
-.and . molecules absorb ‘-the.
energy? What is the nature of- - -
- the. particles bombarding- the .
. atmosphere? There is only one.
way to learn the precise na- .
“ture of the energy waves and . .-
‘particles in space—and -‘that . ..° - . )
. is to go above the layers of . .o
the ionosphere and “see” them" T g
before they are absorbed, mea- : o
suring them by sensitive filmi = = .
or by instrument. o

" With the launching:of . e
 the sputniks, paving- the = - . .
- way for man’s eventual step- - ‘\ . -
" ping out in space’in persom, < Y - 7
humanity, it could be sald,
is getting past the adolés- - . !
cent to the.adult stage. The G- e
earth-bound ‘man, nursed - . . :
so long with loving care by ce
- mother earth protecting him - - - -
from ' the hazards of the
lethal radiations in space -
by her atmospheric blanket, - ;
fs reaching out in space te ¢
" encounter those very has- ¢’ i
ards, .very much as the . - - . -
grown-up adult, leaving his ,. - . ;\
f
1

‘mother’s care, goes out into
the world to face its dan-
gers. . LT,
. The - sputniks - today. and
manned space stations and . P
space . ships .to the moon and - . 5
 _the planets tomorrow are ex- :
tending .and will: extend the -
‘frontiers of .human knowledge
almost without limit and man - " R
as one will have to goout 6. * - -
fight Nature and conquer i. - . ¢
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".Sabha (Agricultural Workers':

strations have'been held to demand
tion of land reforms and to rebuﬁ the moves of the Tand-

lords.

mDU-‘and Sikh~ peasants.
have stood shoulder to-
shoulﬂer in these demonstra-.
tions raising slogans of Hindu-
Sikh and village-town .unity,
. gladdening the hearts ¢ of the
.- common | people who are  get-
“ting tired of the atmosphere of
communal bitterness created by
the vested interestts.
A . new welcome feature of
these” demonstrations—and a
..good augury for the future of
_ the movement—has been the
participation in large numbers
of agricultural workers, mamly

: T-Iarljans.

Successful .
' Demonstrations

“:_.The success of these de-.
il monstrations can be -gauged

7 .. from two of them—the 5,000~
strong one at Ferozepur
which local people say has
been the biggest in’ ‘the place

and the mobilisation of 4,000

_in Karnal in the Hindi zore
- which: surprised
. Sabha leadership itself be-
" cause it has sterted -work
- there only recently. .
The demonstrators in all the
places marched to the sttnct
Courts and presented - their

memoranda to the Collectors -

_for sending on to the Govem-»
. vment. ;

The memoranda’ put forward

the demands that—

Punjab “has ‘in .recent days
demionstrations.” In response 0
State  Kisan ‘Sabha, .supported

- administrative steps

the Kisan ]

been seem huge -peasant.
‘the ¥ uﬁe Punjab
by the Dehatt ‘Mazdoor

- Association), ‘these demon- -

speedy implementa- -

These demands are bemg
backed by numerous peasant
rallies, meetings and confer-
ences. The Pun]ab Kisan Sabha ~
is now prepanng a comprehen-
sive memorandum on ‘tenancy

reforms in. the State to bé pre-
sented to the Planmng Commis
smn : .

deputahon of tthe Kisan
Sabha. is’ to-seek an interview.

with the: Planning Commission -

to apprise it of the . serious
situation that has .been creat-
ed by the defective and inade-
quate character of the tenancy
legislation, failure of the Gov-"
ernment even to implement this
legislation, the havoc - created .
by the landlords utilising - the,

‘loopholes. in’ the legislation and

the long period granted them
for evasion through official con-
nivance.

The Sabha will also 'suggest |
the necessary legrslahve and -
to solve

unjab

cuments in 1956, as against the
tatal ‘of 93,401 similar -:‘docu~
ments involving property of the .
value of. Rs. 199,803,982 during
" the preceding year.”
“This- huge = inflation, the
pressure of land reforms. _
. Land reforms in reverse gear
.have indeed pldyed havoe with’
the land problem in Punjab.
Communist- legislators, = put-
ting forward the demands  of
the Kisan Sabha, have sought’
to include a provision in-both
" the Punjab and Pepsu Tenancy,
Acts that all transfers and ‘sales
of lands by big landowners to
circumvent the cexlmg be ban-
ned. * o ;
Surplu"n Latid-n
Dwappear

But the Congress rulers un-
der pressure from landlords
would not even. consider - this
demand—with the result . that
all the surplus ‘lands ot big
landlords have practically dis-
appeared In certain :villages
like Khaspur, Sudharanpur and
Momian in Patiala District, en-
tire Jands have been sold away
-is small pieces. Through sales

. author, ‘concludes, was due to

the, Congress ma;onty has
whittled down the pfogresswe
clause regardmg nulltﬁcatwn
of mala fide sales and- trans-
_fers. Landlords nwill’ now not -
be required to pdy back the
consideration money. They '
. will be allowed to run away -
with millions of rupees se-
. cured in circumvention o;f the
spirit of the Act.:
(Lands.transferred . are, how-
ever, being ' declared as surplus
lands. This will lead to conflicts

.'between ‘thé tenants who are.

.cultivate: them.

.lead to a deadlock and with -

to be setiled on-these lands and
the small purchasers. who self-

(Another complication is that
transferee relatives of the land- -
lords :will claim’ that' they have
the right under another section
of the Act to reserve the per-
missible area for self-cultwa-;
tion. , ’

(These comphcatlons will

tenanecy reforms in doldrums as
they have been for the last so
many years, the 1andlords have,
launched their offensive against:
even the existing provisions.)

On the, day. the “Assembly

Session began, three hundred
jandlords held a silent demon-
stration. outside the Assembly

S e KR .
at Karnal, the Sardar Bahadur
is reported fo. have opposed the
very idea of cellmg and called
the’ planners of | Government
land reform ‘measures$’ as ‘poli-

* ticians -or “idealist theoreticians

having no practical experience
oi_real-life_'(!lfftbune, June 28).
.The Sardar -Bahadur. was

‘again present at a similar as-
semblage at Patiala next month -
“which was presided-

Jathedar Nagoke and was:ad-
dressed axnong .others by the
Maharaja of Patiala who. at-
tacked "ceilings and called.on
landlords to organise themselves

"and recreate their natural Jea-

derslup in the rural areas I

Waiting For |
A Hitler - |

'« The Jathedar visualised the
appearance on the scene -of
another Hitler -who ~would
make g clean sweep of all the
Jews. He
ed the
ise landlords for the
crusade”, .

Further grist to the mﬂl of
landlords is being provided by
the writings in the Press by Dr.
Mehr Chand ‘Mahajan, former
Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court. Dr. Mahajan, himself the
owner of a big modern ' farm

re State to organ~
“ho!y

pear Pathankot, claims to be a
‘practical farmer who can show

the way out to~ the . nation

.through large-scale machamcal

farming.
In his article in the Tﬂbune

of September 7, .entitled” “Food

- Policy. of India”, Dr. Mahajan

LANDLORD OPPOSITION HAS POWERFUL

@ Ejeclment of ‘tenarits in all -

forms be stopped forthwith

"and all those ejected in the past :

-.be remstated

@ Ceiling be reduced from 30

to 20 standard acres, both

for local and. displaced land-

. lords (at present for' displaced
_landlords it is 50 and 40 stand-

ard acres respectively for the

_erstwhile Punjab and . Pepsu
areas) and. the exemptions
granted for well-managéd and

special farms and orchards be -

abohshed'
@ Al surplus. land bé taken
‘over by the State Govern-
ment in pursuance of the Sec-
,ond Plan directive and be used
to settle evicted tenants, glve
land to poor peasants and agri-
cuitural workers who should be
enabled to acquire ownership on
payment of: light compensatlon,
@® Rate of compensation under
the Punjab Tenancy Act
which has been fixed at three-

fourth the market value should

be drasneally reduced to a rate
not exceeding that suggested by
the Second Plan, according to

I:he land problem in the inte-
rest of the 36 lakh tenants and
agricultural workers in- the
State.

This situation is now bemg
widely recognised. The Tri-
bune of September 14 had a
special article on the subject
by «Observer” which said:
“The result of agrarian legis-
lation in the State so far has
been dtsplacement or eviction
of tenants ».o .

-and by other methods tenants
have been evicted in some vil-
laga of Patiala. .

. The State Government was,
therefore, compelled recently to
issue the Punjab and Pepsu Te-
nancy Ordinances to ‘salvage
the-surplus areas. All transfers
and other disposals of .land by
landowners after April 15, 1953,
in the case of Punjab and
August 21, 1958, in the case oi
Pepsu were nulhﬂed by these

. ordinances.

Landlords"
i’l‘actic&

The author- descnbw how the
landlords were' enabled to get

rid of their surplus land: ‘“The '

Government . left ample time to

. owners to- dispose of, or “‘absorb’

" their surplus lands in a suitable

manner. It is srgnlﬁcant that -
the Department of Registration

of the State Government Te-
ported a record number of re-

which fair rent should be fixéd. gistrations made during the last

at one-fourth or one-fifth the two years. According to official
. figures immovable property of

gross produce and an instal-
ment of compensationi together
with land revenue should not
exceed the fa.lr rent.

1 AGRA

“AGRAHOTEL” :

16, Daryagan,,

. : Comfortable rooms—Courteous servxce—Rail and -
' ' air booking—Guides fo
i dltloned rooms—Enghsh,
|
i

the aggregate: value of . Rs.

331,561,209 was registered - in-
the PunJab through 153 134 do- i
. tenancy rights too. The Ordz-

g
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The purchasers " of the
lands were to be paid back

BACK]NG lN CONGRESS CIRCLES

@ ﬂy HASTER HARI @lIWGH

the sale money by the land--
lords and the lands thus re- .

leased were to be included in
the surplus area. These ordi-
nances were ¢ thorvugh vin-
dication of the stand taken
by the Communist Party and

" the Kisan Sabha all these
years. -

These Ordinances also gave
relief to those tenants to whom
lands had beeh sold or mort-

gaged by landlords but from
whom the lands had been taken
away through pre-emption or
redemption of ' the mortgage.
They ‘' had thereby lost -their

nances provided - that.
would get back their tenancy

lands—a provision which would -

beneﬂt thousands of tenants.:

" The Punjab Ordinance placed
the ceiling on future acquisitions
of land, but no limit was im-
posed on existing holdings,

ready fixed ceiling on - both

- existing holdings . and tuture

acqmsitions. .

(Since writing -this article,
the ordinances have come be-

o

. while the Pepsu Act had" al-

--fore. the State Assew_nbly and -
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House, led by Raja Mahesh
Inder Singh, MLA, an uncle of
the Maharaja of Patiala.

The landlords bitterly oppose
the recent Ordinances and the-
imposition of the ceiling, dub-
bing it as discrimination bet-
ween the urban and rural peo--
ple.

The landlords have’ powerful
backing inside the  Congress
Party and some Congress lead-
ers are actually advising them
and instigating them. Jathedar

Udham "Singh Nagoke, MP is -

one such.

Sardar -Bahadur. Lal Smgh
retired Director of Agriculture,
Punjab, and at present said to
be an Adviser to the Union Mi-
nistry of . Agriculture, is the
main theoretician ‘and ideolo-
gue of the ‘landlords ~in their ~
opposition. to ceiling. .

At a gathering of landlords

"m

once again ridicules, the slogan
' of land-to the tiller and writes:
 «Y, therefore, ~ say ‘that ‘only

- large-scale farms, run on scien~

tific lines, having tractors © to
- plough-the land and with work-
shops to maintain them, will be
able to_ increase food produc-
tion.’ 'I‘he slogan ‘land to.the

tiller’ will. have to. he kept m

abeyance.”

“over by

since then tour-

The answer {o these landlords .

and their ideologues has come

from China where through the

a

redistribution of land to 30 -

crore peasants a ‘tremendous la- ]

bour force has been harnessed
- for agricultural production .and
a miracle in production has been
achieved—300 to 350 million
tons- against Indxas 70 rmlhon
tons.

The kisan movement in 1ts
advance to realise the slogan of

“Land to the tiller” has to fight -

back this organised offensive of
the landlords ‘and, ‘4t the same
time, struggle against the weak.
vacillating policies of the State
Government. And

in- Punjab-
_today, the possibilities are great .
Cof micbilising the agricultural

" labourers, tenan{s and landless

i

peasants for land .reforms.
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mostly in the old Mysore part.

There are about 2,100 Inom oillages in Mysore State
The Mysore Government -

. had passed a legislation for the abolmon of the Inam sys-

- tem some years ago. Even though this Act had come ,
. force in 1954, th?zg Gooemrrwnt ol

473 Inam oillages.

"HE rest are with the Inam~’

dars and they are subject~

ing the peasants of these vil- -
" lages to severe hardships. Ac~ -

cording to the Revenue Minis-
ter, Rs. 420,000 has. been paid

" .to the Inamdars of 77 villages

_ as part payment of -compensa-

tion. The rest will have to be
_paid now.
{  The peasants of these vil-

"\ lages are subjected to innu-

merable hardships. The Jodi-
- dars, as they are known here, -
- are virtual lards of these vil-

“lages. They are-all-powerful.
- Even village officers are ap- |
- pointed by them with the re-

sult that the peasants cannot.

. even get justice. .

The Act passed by the Mysore
Government is itself very un-
satisfactory and its implementa-
tion-has led to serious discont-
ent among the peasants as
many of them are denied their
‘permanent rights on the ground

" that-their names do not appear.

_in the land registers. -
In most of these Jodi vnllages

. there are no land registers at -

all. Even where they exist they
are extremely defective and ‘the

tenants are denied their’ rights
over the lands which they have

been cultivating for generations.
The implementation of this

- Act has also been.very . slow

- the

| NEW " AGE PRINTING PR
T | Boad, New Delhl, and publithed
. Road,

and after four years of enforce-
ment, the Government has stat-

-ed that 473 villages alone have °
' been brought under its control

The explanation given .is that
there is not suﬂic!ent staff to
survey those villages . which,
according to the Act, is neces- .
sary for taking over by the
Government. - -

This is just a lame excuse, If
the- Government is really ‘Seri=

.. ous about it, the Act’ fan be
.amended in such a- manner as

to. allow taking over of
villages without - . ‘the
survey being -“made. This.

will at least give some relief

{o the ‘tenants of those villages. .
The Revenue Minister, Sti

Kadilal Manjdppa, made the
tall claim some time ago that

s
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the Government would bring

in an amendment to this

effect. He sgaid that -all the

Jodi villages would be taken

_over by the Government. on

-October 2 thig year. There

are no signs, however, of this

-being accomplished since the

Assembly has not met and no

amendment to the Act has
been passed.

With a’ view to focusing at-
terition on this vital issue and
to ventilate' the grievances of
the tenants of these Inam vil-
"lages, the Karnatak Provincial
,Kisan Sabha held a conference
ot the kisans of these villages
:on September 6 at Chintamani
_(Kolar District). '

- Delegates came from various

parts of the State. Among them
were Assembly members like
Gangi Reddy and Venkatappa,
former Congress leader like
Pap\anna, Muguvalappa - and
others. B. V. Kakkilaya, Secre-
tary of the Provincial XKisan

Sabhsa, presided over the session -

where delegates narrated . the
situation in the Inam villages,
the irregularities that are being

sofartakenaoeronly‘

the t{enants, ete.. .

After prolonged dmcussxons.
the conference passed a detail-
ed resolution on the subject. It
drew attention to the fact that

kept records even though they
were expected to keep it. Nor
were the tenants being . given
any receipts for the rent they

by the Jodidars, are naturally
on -their side. -

. denied the rights over the lands

takes ‘place. The resolution,
therefore, demanded that the
authorities should -also ~take
oral evidence in deciding the

S , ’
committed in survey settle- -

ment, the repression by . the
Jodidars, the way they decexve .

many of the Inamdars had not -

were paying to the Jodidars.
The village officers, appodinted
Consequently the tenants are

held by them in most cases .
when the Government survey '

“rights and also cases should be'

reviewed when objections - are

raiged’ by tenants,

- .'The. conference further de-
manded that Advisory Com-
mittees should be formed for

" this purpose in every taluk,

including representatives .of
" all parties and the Kisan Sa-
bha. In those cases where 'the
. tenants have purchased. the

should be given the owner-
skin. rights and the money
which has been_ taken from
. them by the landlords should
be returned to them, Also in
those cases where the Jodidar
has illegally sold lands to
others who have no right.
over them such transactions
~should be set: aside.

. lands from the Jodidars they:

% From N. L. UPADHYAYA

The resolution- urged upon
the Government to take .steps:

" to take over all the Jodi villages

immediately so that thé.-  bea-
sants are ‘saved from the ' ‘€x-
ploitation of the Jodidars.

The conference .

ed that the subsidy for .wells:
should be increased -‘from Rs.

250 to Rs. 1,000, measures to

reduce, and control prices, dis--
_tribution of waste lands _to
landless - peasants, ‘ete.

"It was decided to send a -
strong deputahon ‘to meet tthe -

Chief Minister in this connec-
tion. After the delegates' -8es-

sion, a public meeting was hel!d -

under. the . .presidentship ot
‘P, Venkatagn'mppa, Praident\
of the Provincial Kisan Sahha.

' THE recent’ agreement be-

tween the Royal Govern-
ment of Nepal and the British
Government . “allowing - the
British imperialists ~ to
two centres to recruit Gur
troops on Nepalese. temtory

“has ‘not yet seen the light-of

the day. Tts' clauses are being
kept secret from the people.

Nevertheless it is difficult’ l'o

consequénces of the agreement
have begun to show themselves,
portendmg more ev11 to touow
in future.

‘Butwal  and. Dharan - are the

v.two strategic points inside Ne-

pal on the Indian border where
these recruiting centres have
been established. All-weather
roads cormecting . them ~with

" Indian lines of communication

are now being briskly built.-
Beside their strategic location,
these places have heen centres
of movements against = various
Bntlsh missions that have come
“"to Nepal in the past for Gurkha
recruiiment. - The surrounding

" area is. populated by the most
i backward, illiterate and' “mar-
-4idl” 1aces of Nepal which tra-

ditionally. have been- the main
source of recrmtment by the
British. -

Of the two recruitlngu bases .
Dharan is the more. important
one. It is a mountainous town
populated by the famous mar-
tia] caste of Rais. It is in this

’ regnon that the important Ghopa

military base also lies.
The British’ Government is
spending nearly three crores
" of Tupees over road construc-.

hide certain facts and the evil -

tion twhich would connect
Dharan with the Indian bor-
der. toion of Jogbani. The
amount. being spent on vari-
oug ‘installations and con-

r income of Nepal..

Addmonal crores ~of rupees

will be similarly spént at But-
‘wal. Together. the two .bases
will 'be maintained
somewhere in the region of 75
per cent of Nepal's total na-
tional income!
- One consideration which
seems  to be decisive with .the
British' in recruiting Nepalese
Gurkhas for their army is that
the recruit should be absolute-
1y illiterate. Persons who have
even a touch of literacy are re-
jected.

No one is allowed to go any-
where near the bases. - Press-
men are most scrupulously ex-
cluded. -

British Government to keep ten
kha troops at these bases, be-

‘their empire in Asia and Africa

fighting. for their liberation.
The significance - of  this

10,000-strong ' - recruit

under British control -can be

|grasped from the fact that the-

total strength of Nepal’s own
army is only 6,0001
The innocent and - illiterate

irecruits are rapidly indoctrinat-

‘ed and converted inito fanatical~-
ly pro-British elements. They
are -daily drugged with = impe-
rialist propaganda re-
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structions at Dharan. alone
equals half the total mxt{onal.?

at a cost -

The agreement allows the
thousand of the recruited Gur~ - -

sides those whom they regular -
ly ship off to ‘various parts of ..

to wage  war against : peoples - .

-.army .

. cases

gular training classes. An anti=
Chinese angle is particularly
. emphasised in this- training.-

Patriotic and nationalist ele-
ments campaigning for the re-

-moval of ‘these British-recruit- -

ing bases are painted to them as

diabolical ‘elements: plotting to.
' take- away their. “bread” .which

they:could. earn by jolmng the
British army.. g

Already thre British army. offi=
cers and other officials, in close
collaboration with' the US. In-
telligence personnel operating

under the garb of technicians,

étc., are playing a part in local
politics. The language and cit-

izenship problems brewing in :
to a con= °

communal forms_hav
siderable .extent been incited
by them. If they succeed .in
fanning . these conflicts as. they
are trying to do, this may well
provide the ruling circles; with®
a convenient excuse to postpone:

the general elechons now set -

for . February 1959. . *.'
' Besides mter.ference in in-

ing difficult in areas adjoin-
ing . - these = British = bases.
‘Women are afraid to go near
them even to fetech drinking
.water.. The. British o,
- dead drunk, foam about:and
- drive aroumrf’ the villages.
“There have been _ feveral
of out‘nght misuse
of diplomatic passports car-
ried by the British officers.

- The Nepalese Government, -

though aware: of all this, pre-
fers to keep quiet. The two re-
cruiting centres-have practical~
ly become British  ‘“protecto-

rates” whlle local Govemors

ternal polmcs, the daily life -
: of the people is also” becom~ -

ers,

have become: discreet - money-

makers out of bribes doled out ’

by the British.

. The Director ef the Us. Ope- '
one |
Mr. Drake, who boasts of great

ration Mission in Népal, :

achievements in Greece in 1946-

- 48, recently visited' Dharan and _

-inspected the base there.,  The
Americans are concentrating on
-infiltration into Western Nepal
through missionary - schools,

‘hospitals, tourism, village de- -

velopment,_ etc., while the Bri- -
tish are concentratmg -on the

'Eastern''part (besides parts of ..

the Western ‘Terai area).

. The Commumst Party oj
Nepal and sections of the na-
tionalist’ Press havé strongly”
.condemned ‘the agréement
- allowing British- imperialists
to establish recruiting bases. .

-~

It is, however, a matter of . -

. shame that the so-called So-
‘cialist Nepali Congress .
gether with the U.S: mippet:

Randite Gurkha Parisiad-has

supported  the - agreement.

These shameless Government

} liticians are propagating that
recrmt-m.ent is “beneﬂcial” to
Nepals eco'n.omy. .

The’ Nepalese -pedpie - who :
have always looked upon the

Indisn people as their elder -*.

brothers- -once again- - look to-'
wards them to realise the seri-:

. ousnéss of the situation that is

develcping, as. a result. of the-
agreement 'and the establish-
ment ;' of British _recruitment

‘bages which are inevitably ‘be- |

coming a threat to.Nepal’s in- '

" dependence “and the peece' of

the reglon:

-consider- '
‘ed other problems and demand-

$0=

propagandists. and corrupt po- "
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Harekrushnapur-is a little vi
. Dipision in Orissa. A’recent event t
. " pillage into the limelight. A farmer went out for work in
T the f%elds early in the mnlg';g' v;l;.s wife was

" meals for him to the fie

¢ in the Band Sub--
ere has brought this
taking midday
ile on her way, another

man came and shatched away the food -from her, ate it in

her

often report such incidents

.from different’ parts of the

. state.’ L ‘
"’ " Since 1954 Orissa has, been

- subjected ‘to repeated natural . '

calamities of floods and' drought..

In 1954 due to drought; Orissa

-ost “food "crops  worth about

thirty crores of rupees. In’ 1955,

" till the last week of August,

Orissa - experienced another

severe, drought. It

5,000,000 people.in the State.

. Then ‘came the severest flood

. within:a century in September-

| - 1955, -The serious drought -in

. 1957 camé as the last straw on

the ¢amel’s back and it shat-

tered the backbone of the pea-
santry in Ofissa completely.

One has only to Iook at the

. composition”of the rural people

in Orissa, to see what ~nisery
drought brings upon
poor peasantry t
Those having plots from one
acre to five acres constitute 70
per cent of the agriculturists.

And they possess only 30 per .

cent of the total cultivated area
in the State..Those having, lands
from six to ten acres constitute
* 14 per cent and they possess 22

‘Then . there are ‘the vast

... - afmy of landless agricultural
- labourers. ' They have  been
also hit hard by thg drought,

: because they get mo employ-
ment. In ‘Orissa._the peasant
usually’ remains ‘unemployed

- Jor five months in a year be-

. cause employment in agricul-

T, turai operations is; seasonal.

' " Drought . affects even abhat
exists of this seasonal em~
ployment.© -

. FIGURES MADE .

" 70 ORDER

*At the beginning of the 1957

- .. drought, the Food Department
of: Orissa -calculated a deficit of

i sixtotenlakhtonsofrice.'rhe
_State Government in its memo-
randum’ to  the Taxation En-
quiry Committee had stated that
_-the State} faced a deficit of

‘. 370,370 tons of rice. Then the ..

Government of India sent the
.Sivraman Committee to make
an on-the-spot- study .of the
prévailing scarcity conditions. in
the State. The- Committee ‘was
pot satisfied with the amount’ of

: deficit: caleulatéd by-the State.

. f Government.” .

The State Government- ‘was.

" asked to recalculate the deficit
on the basis of a fresh crop-

cutting survey,” After such @

L " survey thé State Government
[ . came fo the conclusion. that as
' " a result of drought damage to
. paddy crops was to the extent
of 25 per cent. “‘What does all

. this show? ™, - R
© 77 It shows thas the Govern-
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esence,and gave her.
. had been starving for three days,
o N EWSPAPERS . in  Orissa’

affected .

the
of ‘the State. -

- Assam have _ .
“trends and naturally com-

“per cent of the cultivated land. .

.bolder assertion,

*‘shortfall we have had in pro-

‘ duction in Assam has already -

‘been met almost fully from

- the imported rice.and wheat.” -
. What exactly is the real- .

ack the empty utensils. He
meﬁt has not even a proper

machinery to assess the defi-
¢it of the - State. ' The de-

! ficit is calculated and eagain
" re-calculated to.the order of

the Centre. Can the hunger

" agnd misery of a people  be

-assessed -to the order of a
higher authority!
The Sivraman Committee in

3

.An Assam Government Press-Note recently said .
“no cause for aprehension of scarcity of
rice in Assam.” A statement by the State Food Minis-
ter followed, again saying,

‘of what was expected. How

that there is

b : .

HE official Press-Note,

however, had to admit
that “for some time past the
prices of rice and paddy in
shown _upward

plaints have been received
from many quarters about the
high price of rice and paddy.”

“But neither the Press-Note
nor the Food Minister’s State-
ment mentions the exact ex-
tent of this upward trend—

‘that in-the course of the last

one month or so the price of
tice has gone up by not less
than seven rupees & maund
and that rice does . not sell
below Rs. 35 a maund, and.
that. in.some places; including
the State Capital, some quali-
ties of rice sell at even Rs. 40
a maund,

“The Government Press-Note -

further tried to give the as-

.surance that the position was

“not . very unsatisfactory as-
compared to . other deficit
States of- India” and that “the
shortfall in production as &
result of drought has been
considerably made up by sup-
plies. of imported rice, and
wheat by the Government of
India” = - . )
The Food Minister made ‘a
“whatever

ity? In the current year
- Assam has an overall short-
fall-of one fo one-and-a-.
half lakh toms,. one .lakh

admitted by the ’ (}oveyn- -

ment itself.-

For three years successively
there have been crop-failures
in the Central and Western~
Districts of the State. due to
floods and drought.:This year.
also the early” ralny season
crop has only been one-third

i

‘yet to be seen—floods

its brief report about Orissa has
stated that the average produc-

. stion of rice in Orissa is 21,40,000

tons a year. Even according to
the statement of the Supply
Minister, who finally assessed
the loss to be 25 per cent, the
quantity of rice produced in
the year 1957 comes to 1,605,000
tons. This was the gross amount
available’ for consumption in
the State. After deducting ten
per cent for seeds, the net quan-
tity available for consumption
comes to 1,445,500 tons.

" Now let.us see what the re-
quirement of the State is. The
State contains a tribal popula-
tion - of 2,96,33¢. The tribal
péople are : so poverty-ridden
that a large number of them do
not have the means:to eat rice
all the year round. A majority

.

“no_cause for. anxiety.” .

‘and.
rains are still continuing.
Cattle mortality, = to make
the situation worse, has been’
abnormally high, the Govern-
ment.itself admitting the des-
truction of 40,000 due to rin-
‘derpest, ete. Unofficial esti-
mates are that the figure
would be In lakhs. Sri Krish-
nananda Brahmachari, Con-
gress MLA from Kokrajpur in
Goalpara District, told  the
August Sesslon of the Assam
Assembly that in Goalpara
District alone about 150,000
cattle had died. .

FOOD WEEK
OBSERVED

This situation did. create
concern In the minds of the
people. The Kisan Sabha
observed the first week of July

as Food Week. The Commun- :

ist Party supported the call of

. the Kisan Sabha and rallies

and demonstrations were held
in many places, joined.in by
Congressmen and PSP mem-
bers in some places.
Leave aside what the Op-
~ position _parties and the
Kisan Sabha have said, even
the Provincial Congress
Executive, in a meeting
" some.time ago attended by
Union Food Minister Jain,
noted the near-famine con-
dgitions in, at least three
Districts of  the Brahmapu-
tra Valley . and expressed
grave concern at the situa-
tion. ' The - Execntive also
suggested certain long-term
and short-term measures to
tackle the situation.

But,all this does not seem’
have made any impression :
the Food Minister. He dan--

‘to
on
gles some flgures as t_hough
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of them live on roots and handia
(a kind of drink) ~ for - more
than three months a year.’ )
- Then there is the. age-group
of one year to four‘'years. Al-

though in Orissa.a child atter .

his ‘first year knows no other
baby food. except rice, we- may
exclude this group: for our pur-
poses. ) . o
After making allowances for
these two groups, if we cal~
culate at an average rate of 4.5
_maunds of consumption- of
fcodgraing per head of popula-
tion a year, then the annual re-
quirement of rice for- Orissa’
comes to 2,286,481 fons. '
_This requirement of 2,286,481
tons is against the average
annual production of 2,140,000

tons. Thus the question of Orissa -
being.a surplus Stzate in respect

_ of tice is'more an assun:xptlon

than & fact .-

Sri Thirumal Rao, a Congress

M.P. and member of the Food- '

grains Enquiry Committee, said
that the' States were not. giving

. adequate priority to agriculture.
. He quoted Bombay State.as an '
. instance and pointed out. that
- the area under foodgrains had
dwindled from' 40 million acres

to 22 million. o
It is the same in Orissa, too.
In 1921, the.area under crops

was 129 lakhs of acres. In -

1931 ' it came down to 123

was only 111 lakhs acres. In’

1955-56, it fell still furthe'r to

9,921,000 acres. .
It is the same story in relation

to irrigation  facilities .in the . °

lakhs of acres and in 1941, it

State also. -In 1921, the area °

irrigated was 24 lakhs of acres,

in 1931 it was 15 lakhs of acres -

and in 1953-54, 1,910,808 acres.
A question may .be asked:.

how is it that Orissa used to- .~

export two to three lakh tons
of rice annually - before: 1955.

‘The answer is that Orissa ex-

ported rice not because it used
to have an exportable surplus,
(Continued on facing page) "
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figures can feed the people.
. He says: “We are issuing 108,-
000 maunds of rice monthly at

. a subsidised rate through 1500

: fair price shops. We are {ssu-
. ing 81,000 maunds of atta per

' month.” P
Leave alone the fact that
‘these ' “impressive” flgures
have not made any apprecla-
ble impact on prices, if the
Minister .had cared to verify
facts he would have known.
that most > of the ‘fairprice
shops 'possess nothing but
their signboards. :

Not to speak of the mofussil
areas, this is the experlence
in the State " Capital itself,
right under the nose of the
Food Minister. Whenéver ap-

proached, the shopkeepers

give the stock reply that they
had riot received any rice. On
the other hand, there is the
widespread allegation that
the subsidised. rice finds its
way into. the blackmarket.

It is the fashion ‘these days
for Congress Ministers to call
on the people for cooperation

to get over any difficult situa=

tion, ‘But whenever such co-

operation ig offered, the Gov-

- ernment fight3 shy of accept-
ing it. T :

In Shillong, for Instance, an

All-Parties Food -Committee

was formed last year and the
Government did accept its
- cooperation in the beginning,
as g result of which the situa-
-tion eased to some ' extent.
But for eight months or more,
the Government has not cared

to contact the Committee and "

the Committee’s own efforts
to contact the Food Depart-
ment have proved abortive.

What the Government

wants when it asks for co-.

opeartion i3 that all the
- .parties should ditto what-
- .ever the Government pro-

poses. : .

Notwithstanding the bitter
experience of the past, public

bodies are still willing to co-
operate with the Government
in fighting the food crisis pro-
vided the Government is rea-
dy to
tude. :

The Secretary -of the
iong All-Parties -Committee

-.8rl Benoy Lahirl in. a recent

statement reiterated the Com<
mittee’s desire ,to - cooperate.

Comrade Phani Bora Secre-
tary of the Assam Committee
of the Communist. Party, de-
manded recently an all-part-
ies,convention to discuss the
food situation in the State and
ways to tackle it. He has also
demanded that 20,000 tons of
rice should be allotted to
Assam for the mnext three
months, till the harvest. The
Government,. ‘he -has said,
should issue an ordinance to

fix the selling prices of essen-. -
like . rice,..

tial commodities
atta, mustard ofl, dal, ete. -
The PSP also . raised ' this
demand- when its * Provincial
Executive met last week.

NO CHANGE =

IN POLICY o

. ' The Government, it is be-
coming clear, does not in-

fend to change its pro-
_hoarder policy on . food.

@ From Madhusudan vB‘hattachairyyaf f

take a reasonab’l_e attl- -

. After all, the Congress lea-
ders have “o show their -
gratitude to the Assam Rice .

. Mills - Assoclation ~ which
donated a few lakhs to the
Congress Election Fund and
the Pragjyotishpur Congress

_ Session Fund.

The Government is placing
all its hopes on getting thro-
ugh the next few lean months
somehow. But if. it persists in
such a policy, it will have to
meet with the resistance of

the people who' refuse to-be &

passive victims of. starvation
crgated by Congress. policies.
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' \. and' Rajasthan. Bombay City
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. wheat and jowar. .

ADHYA Pradesh 1s In the '
wheat zone with Bombay

M

which till this year was ex-

- ‘cluded from the zone has from

© the be)

. been brought into it as a re-

sult of the pressure exerted
by wholesale dealers. This im-
mediately led to a spurt

wheat- prices. .
Prices
Shoot Up

At the Indore Mandi the
price . 'position  was:

- 'which was being sold at Rs. 12

to 13 a maund. in January-
February 1958, rose to Rs. 15

. in March and Rs. 22 in Aug-

ust-September. ~ Jowar 'rose
from Rs. nine in. March to Rs.
13.75° in. . August-September;

from Rs. 10 to 12 to Rs."
17 to Rs. 187and gur from Rs.
20 to 28.- :

Last year, wheat * prices in
March and April-had gone up:
only to Rs. 16. After April, -1t
came down to Rs. 13 to 14.

“Thege prices were the highest

" for the last elght to ten years, -

a fact admitted by the Gov-
ernment Itself in the Assem-
bly. . ) .

_Rice of the cheapest quality
is selling at between RS. 20
and 22 per maund—a Very
high price compared to the

" -usual price of Rs. 15 to 18.

‘Parties and organisations
including . the Congress have
been demanding a ban on the

. export of foodgrains from the
.8tate and bulk purchases by

ORISSA:

the Government.

(Continuéd from- facing page)

but :I:eéaﬁsé for the cultivators

. in ‘Orissa rice is both a staple
- food and also a cash crop. They

" 'peasants’ in the
. back upon. H

- feature.

have to sell a part of their pro- .°

duce to pay, rents and other.
dues and to meet ordinary
household expenditures. There
is no other subsidiary source of
income for the vast number of
: State to fall
effce . distress sale
of -rice used to be a common

“According. to the minimum
standards of consumption, the
ahnual requirement of  the
State, as I mentioned earlier,
comes to 2,286,481 tons of rice.

_But the Chief Minister of Orissa,

Sri_ Harekrushna Mahatab, de-

" clared on the floor of the State

Assémbly. that Orissa’s general .
annual requirement of rice was

19 lakh tons. .

Even. taking the. annual Te-

B quirement ‘of rice to be 19 lakh

tons as stated by - the Chief
‘Minister, and only a net quan-.-
tity of. 1,444,550 tons being

- available for: consumption, the

“deficit works out to 455,500
fons, - Lo
. * How has the State Govern~
" ment faced this difficult.food’
situation? The State Govern-~
ment has deluded the people

. _and’ misguided the {Central

by repeatedly
declaring - that the s#tuuti_on
.. was well under control. As
__the result of such a policy,
.there is widespread distress

‘Government

in the villages of Orissa today. -

The . Communist, Socialist,"

~ PSP and:. Ganatantra mem-

" bers-in the ° State. Assembly
have repeatedly ~ brought to

OCTOBER, 5, 1958
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4. Madhya Pradesh is normall
- Chattisgarh area of old Madhya Pradesh is a veritable
- rice;bowl and’' the Madhya Bharat region is rich in
g : _ Yet this year the State is in the
" throes-of :a famine and food crisis.. .. ... =

of this season

wheat -

“ment

less than expected because the’

“The Communist - Pa'rtly[
raised this question by an
adjournment’ motion in the

State Assembly last year

port. After about a month,
the Central Government in-
tervened to ban the export‘;

y a surplus State. The!

- and. it. received - wide snp-i ;

of rice. But such was the

slackness of the Govemment;
machinery that the: State

- ‘Government came to know !
. of the ban order only full
four days after the - order .

. “was passed. This again ha.sl
been admitted in the State
Assembly itself. Co :
In spite of this ban on v

port, . large-scale = smuggling

of rice out of the province is
going '~ on. Thousands  of;
maunds are -booked -out by|

" bogus firms which never reach

their destination .but are
smuggled out of the province.
It was allezed in the Assem-
bly that ‘about two  lakh.
maunds of rice have gone out

of the State in this manner. [ :

_But more distressing is the
fact that the State Govem-;
ment has not taken any action

under the Essential Commo-

-dities Act either - to prevent
smuggling or to requisition

the stock. This, despite théi
fact that .the Government:

-admitted In October-Novem-.

ber last year that it wanted
to build up & stock of one

1akh maunds of rice through: .

purchsses in the opeh market
but could secure .only ten’
thousand maunds. All this

naturally led ,to the aboved

mentioned spiralling’ of food
prices.. - A

. s, [

the notice of the Governient
instances of starvation deaths.
froin different’ parts of the
 State. But the State Governs
ment has = perfunctorily bru-
shed them aside. | -
Not only the _0ppo§iﬁdn pars-
ties in the State, but importan‘t
Congress leaders of Orissa have
also declared that the food
situation in the.State is very.
acute. - Sri  Biswanath Das:,
M.P., an important . Congress
Jeader - and ' an - ex-Congress

. Chief Minister of the State,

said, in the -course of a speecp
g,n the Rajya Sabha on Y,Sept}-
ember 16 last, that “the food
position in Orissa is very very
acute. When I speak of acut"e
food position in Orissa one may
not feel, one may not believlle
readily. But you have to realige
‘the “standard of life and living
in .Orissa, which is the wq-
mum in India. - There the food
price, the price of paddy, 'ﬂ}e
main food-of the people is about
Rs. 20 to Rs. 22 per maund.”]

Prices Béyop_iﬁ_
Capaecity

The State Supply . Minister -

Sri Nilamain. Rautray has al-
.ways one pet argument to ppt
forward. On March 4, 1958, tt}e

Supply Minister said in a statg- '
fair price -

that in the’ {
shops there was much less than
the expected off-take of rice.

‘If instead of merely stating .

this fact, the Minister had made

‘even a cursery. ‘examination- of -

the actual situation, He.could
have found ‘that the off-take of
rice from fair price shops was

€x-.

N

When prices - began :to rise
"and the demand  for opening
of fair-price 'shops gathered -
momentum, it was the Com-
:munist Party - which was in
the forefront of the agitation.
‘At various centres there were

demonstrations ‘and hunger-
strikes.: At Gwalior, an all-
party committee gave the call
for strike on September 11. It

~was a complete success. Under.
pressure . of this' movement,

the Government was forced to
open fair-price sh'qps:

Famine |
Conditions ~ = -

Betause of the early failure

of the monsoons last year, -
large tracts of the State were.

seriously affected. They  in-

clude parts of the Jubbalpore-

and Jhabua Districts, Chatis-
garh and large parts of the
former Vindhya Pradesh.

-The worst conditions obtain
in the seven Distri¢ts of Rewa
Division with a  population.
of about 35 lakhs of whom 85
per cent depend upon agri-
culture. "Since October 1956,

the area has faced successive

people are not.in a position to
purchase paddy and rice!at the
prevailing rate. It is’ beyond
their capacity. ¢ - .
The' living ‘standard in
Orissa is very poor. The per

. capita income is only-about
Rs. 56 a year. It is because of
this . that Gandhiji once

deseribed Orissa as the epi-:

" tome:of India’s poverty. s
As things stand at present in

Orissa, the 'State Government

should = have opened a large

‘number of ‘retail grain. shops

and rice and paddy should bave
been sold at subsidised rates.
Test relief works should have
been undertaken' on an exten-

sife scale for providing work .

d fair wages to the working’
people.
should have been . extended to
the middle classés with a.view
to helping  them tide “over
the present. difficulties; But_ the
present ruling: clique' in the

State has remaihed callous to- -
the needs of~the people. -~
Instead of making .all-out

" efforts to meet the needs of
‘the starving .millions, the

Chief Minister of Orissa is-

now. negotiating . with the

. Chief Minister 6f West Ben-

gal to sell awgy 20,000 tons
of rice from its reserve stock

of 60,000 tons—-because, ..ac- -

cording to him, there is not

tail grain shops. He conve-

niently ignores the fact that

there is ‘actually -a growing
_ demand for more retail shops.
The State Government ear-

-lier this year asked for Central
‘help “under certain heads for -

facing “the drought situation in

the State. |One such ~ demand

. . NEW AGE-

Long-term ‘credit -~

very much demand in the re~.

& Pradesh = .

crop failures bringing the pea~
santry almost °, to the .brink -
of disaster.’ The Government
claims that it has taken all
the steps needed to meet the |
situation there. - R
No doubt - the Government

has moved and  taken some -

steps but totally inadequate

compared - to ‘what is needed.
-These Government. measures’ -
include: Rs. 413,000 as free re-.
lef. Rs. 10,800,000 spent on- -
relief work employing aboub

a lakh of - workers; tagavl’
loans amovunting to Rs, 13,-'

.~ '500,000; postponement of land
" revenue recovery to the ex-
') tent of Rs. 16,500,000; and

total remission of revenue of
the extent of Rs. 12 lakhs, " *
The Government marshalls.
all' this to prove that every-
thing necessary has been done
_but the reality {is different.
Even’ the - “Correspondent of”
the Statesman on July 20

" complained of the worst scar-

-city conditions- and of people
-living' on barks and leaves, of
the miserable provision . for -
gratuitous relief, and of bung-
ling in the running of relief
works. R
-Legislators including those

was.for Rs. 60 lakhs for con-
struction .of minor. irrigation
works. T .
Smt. ‘Tarakeswari- Sinhd, De-
puty. ‘Minister for Finance,
Government of Indis, 'said in
’ Ifok Sabha in reply to a ques-
tion that the -State =Govern-
. ment had withdrawn its request
for special ‘treatment in this
.regard. And she further said
that the ‘swate Government had
‘made no request -for Central ;.
assistance for sale. of food-
gains at subsidised rates dur-
‘ing lean months, subsidised
‘ sale of seeds‘and for construc-
tion of rural roads for provid-
_ing employment. . :
__All these items need priority
- attention. But the State Gov-
ernment.does not consider them .
impertant. = . -

Growing
Resistance

. Let the people starve in
Orissa, let theré .be hunger.
and privation. But Chief
Minister Mahatab wwants to
-impress upon-. the ‘Union
Government.and the Cong-
ress High Command that it is
because- of his abilities that
Orissa faces no trouble to-'
.day. Let the people die in .
_silence, so that he may Te-;
vive his lost prestige. . =
But the people-of. Orissa will
not accept such "a situation any
longer. Signs of people’s resis-
tance, though .Sporadic, can al-
“ready. be seen and if. the Con-
gress ruling clique still persists
in this policy of creating hunger
and’ ‘misery, ' people’s resistance -
will go on growing. .

-

.

 rom Hows past A

-head per month. The amount .
‘is actually muth less because ' .

_about 25 per cent .of.loans . :* i
-have gone in some way or.. ‘

‘Madhya Pradesh the pressure
‘per cent have very little. Thus,
' Landnelobrs having 20 per cent |
"\ even to distribute: about 96.(

‘gress - report of the  Second
" lags behind as the last in In- 7. *

. while out of this also only -

belonging to the GCengress .
have repeated the same ° -
" story. -~ Starvation deaths -
have taken place. A Socialist
. MLA during the foid debate -. -
~.in- the Assembly actually ~
= listed 80 .cases of starvation
* deaths, . - : RN
A-close - scrutiny of the
imposing relief figures given - -
- by the Goverpment them-
. selves discloses the mockery
of its claims, The . Govern~
ment says that it has.spent
about three crores of rupees-
on relief works. This in-
_cludes free relief loans and .
money spent on other relief Lo
work. . - . . AR

Govi. Apathy To.
Land Reforms -

-In an ares. with ~a rural - -
population of 28 lakhs - this .~
works out o & little moré than = -

ten rupees . per ‘head for ten’
months—about 2 rupee. per

of the rampant corruption— ° ~

other Into the pockets of some
officials. Thus all_told, des- A
pite.all the relief measures, = ..". = %
the situation Ih the Rewa - -~ : . = &
Division ‘is becoming: intreas-
ingly distressing. ..
Desplte - the, fact that in -

of population is very low com-

pared to other Statds, .the .

land problem: is very acute. .
According to the Agricultural ... ‘-
Labour ' Enquiry Committee,: - P
25 per cent of the:peasants = - St
have no.land, while about:-14 -° S

about 40 per cent are land- ° e

The Government has done:. .-
very little to effect any land : .
reforms and-concentration of*. - [ i -\
landholding ¢ontinués as-be=:- - TR O

of the land area and 72 per- : e
cent owning less than teng  ; : -
acres possessing’ only 26 per: -
cent of the total cultivated. .-
land. Government has taken
no steps towards imposing a
celling. It has done very little .

lakh acres of cultivable land. ' .

that I3 lying fallow. = .
Similarly devélopment works’

have miserably lagged behind. -

Magdhya Pradesh. The pro- -
Plan reveals: that the .State

dia with only 39 per cent'of = . .

the Plan targets fulfilled In. : -

the first and second year. - ;' .
. Against - an _increase of | -

- food production’ by- 1461 7
tons envisaged by the Plan, " . - °
Ahe State hardly has achie- "= .

- ved an increase of 473 lakh. ' .-

‘tons. or less than one-third - . -
of the target. R
As against the Plan target @ ..

of irrigating 10.85 1akh acres . -

in’ the .first. two years, only -.

11,000 . acres could be built:

O (P
7,000 acres could be actully . © |

»
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AITUC’s STRENGTH CREATES

PANIC IN BIG BUSINESS -

With the submission to the Union Ministrﬁyeof

-‘ﬂw strength of - affiliated membershi
ess revealing the gct 8

Trade Union Congr
i3 near
INTUC,

urT was this such a secret?
Hadn’t the General Elec-
* tions proved that in . Bombay -
and in Coimbatore, in Calcutta
and in Jamshedpur, in Kerala
“snd in Kanpur, in Bhopal and .
in Indore, in Ahmedabad -and

in Nagpur, in every ° predomi-
. nanily* working class constitu-
ency, candidates of the INTUC
had been defeated and mostly
at the hands of AITUC" lead-

ers? .And hadn't : the ‘working

class struggles breaking out

everywhere, in spite of the stub- -

burni epposition of -the INTUC,
shown that the INTUC had lost

much zground among the work-
ers? Is il not.a fact that most
of the INTUC leaders, instead
of serving the workers and

sharing thexr _Sorrows and
struggies, conﬁne themselves ta .
lobbying in’ the' .Government

- Secretarlats and hunting about
in Co-igress offices?, -
. That ic why the workers ask
1hem—and quxte firmly: , “On -
- whose ‘side’ are: you, Messrs
Leaders of the INTUC?”

The workers® consciousness
of their rights and_of united
action has grown ‘tremend-
ously and iz growing daily

- and hourly. That is why the
.. INTUC - is: inevitably giuirtg
‘way .to the AITUC. .

- And; the spectre of a consei~
ous, organised and united trade
union’ movement' haunts - the
business magnates. The - Birla
scribe in the Hindustan, Times,
commenting edxtonally on- Sep-
‘tember 4, 1958, gives vent to
this panic in Big Business cir-
. cles. According to him, -the
~ membership of the AITUC
_ should be “strictly wverified.”
_The inference is clear:’
“Slash- the  AITUC’ss member-
. ship by technical admimstra
tive tricks.” - -

‘It wants to " provoke the

- INTUC by saying that it would

‘be unseated in the ILO. The:

- Hindustan Times convemently
- forgets that the ILO Constitu-
tion_ permits any Ccouniry ".to
. form its labour delegatxon by
mutual consultation. It is the
‘Government - and- the INTUC |
‘leadership ‘which have refused

representation to the other cen- -

tral labour organisations in the °
country But the ATTUC has.
always maintained that

sent Indian labour should - be
composite and truly represen-

- tative. 3
As if in excrucxatmg agony, .

the Hindustan Times points out
.——and does- so viclously—that

accession: to. AITUC
“would. > Jeopardise  industrial

peace. The inference, again, is

clear: In the interest of indus-
-trial ‘peace—through the law

and order machinery presuma-
" bly—do not allow the AITUC to
- grow in strength,

“The Hindustan Times is am-
ply justified in concluding that
the ATTUC will not ‘oblige Big

Business as.probably some. of |

the INTUC leaders do and will.

But the Hindustan . Times is
mlscluevoue and vicious ‘wh
it 'suggests that if the -workers

gam more g@nd- more conscious-..

ness and get more -and mofe

":‘AITUC,theyareadangerto’

industrial peace. '
Buttherealityisthat h
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dele- .
‘gations going abroad to repre-

strength -

All-India
hat the. AITUC

a million-and-a-half. strong, stronger than "the
Business has begun to rdge -in 'panic, the

. INTUC amf Congress leaders ip haoe begun to fret and ingr‘undstoa politicalpLﬁyfor ons.:By and by the . company were ‘prepared to take
fume It was owners have also found that three workers, -

5

.sucha situatiou, industrial Te=
lations are more businesslike
and normal—many indus-
trialists* . themselves have

Labour :

'@ BY RA] BAHADUR GOUR - |

. Secretary, ‘All-India Trade Union Congress -

‘that specific purpose.”
again Sri Chandavarkar fwho in.
the same speech told !|certain
unpalatable truths. He declar-
ed “...that despite the best
ef!orts of the Government to.

though it is nice to talk to the
INTUC, it is more rational and-
expeditious to deal with
others,” .

This is the reality . whatever

" come to redlise this. It is, of build the INTUC, the inﬂuence Sri Ramanujam might ‘say in

“, course, true, :that Big. Busi<.
"\ ness will no longer be able to
-bribe and corrupt and cheat

of the INTUC was-

appearing. ..”" -
And what had the F‘ree Press -

fast

. his mad rage, .
Sri Ramanujamforgets that
the AITUC has been consistent-

and disrupt the trade unions Journal of Bombay, surely not ly growing in strength = due to

which presumably . the pat-
- rons of Hindustan Times have -
he,en doiﬂy and want to con=-
ﬁnuiMo do .

i

INTUC. cmEs
FRETS
AND FUMES .

RI G. R. Ramanujam, the
President of the INTUC,
was 'visibly fretting and fuming

at his Press Conference in New -

Delhi on- September 15 against
the growing strength ot the
AITUC.

Sri. Ramanujam was proba-

" bly trying to look at AITUC

leaders in his own image when

‘he with. impumty suggested an :

enquiry- into_the’ funds it gets
from the. Communist Party and

attempted to slander the ATTUC. ves: “The INTUC has had the [ts.leaders, the AITUC . shall” ‘surrendered fo -the

with the allegation -that ques-
‘tionable means’ had been adopt- -

partial to the AITUC,- to offer
to. the INTUC? . .
Editorially commenting on
.Sri Chandavarkar’s’ speech the
paper ‘wrote in its . isue of

July 30, 1958: -

' “The real " nature of the-
INTUC has been known for-
long. The workers: have
spurned _ its  wooing and’
whenever a showdown eame,

‘asin Jamshedpur and Bom-

bay ‘and many other places,

its correct policies and selfless

service to the workers, He for- -

gets that last year and the year
before, the AITUC ' had not
submitted its returns to the
Government of India protest-
ing -against its policy of discri-
minating against the AITUC in.
matters of representation ~on
‘the various bodies.  He also
conveniently ‘forgets the fact
.that even otherwise, according"
to Government’s ' own admis-

back

The union rejected tbe pro-
posal and the strike commenc-
ed and-though. it is peaceful,
about a hundred .workers have
been arrested,
~ Is not adjudication the fit re--
. medy is such cases? Will the
Government move?

GOVT, SIDES
WITH FOREIGN
MANAGEMENT |

HE workers of the Oriental
Carpet  Manufacturers

(Private) Ltd. are engaged in~ *- .

a bitter struggle against:  the
foreign-dominated management -
of this factory manufacturing

they.inade it cleat that who- sion,. the AITUC had been the worsted yarn and cloth and

.ever they might-listen to, it -
would not be the ‘INTUC

" have kriown it but . have
preferred- participation in -
4. pretence - -and
“either for fear of Gov-
ernment disapproaal or ° for

most’ representatwe organisa-
tion particularly in the Tra-

dhra and Hyderabad States.
- Since then the AITUC ' has

Big Business and'-the ' Hindu-
stan Times might indulge in

woollen blankets. . *
" 'Chémanlal, a worker was on

leadership. The eniployers vancore-Cochin Madras, - An-- ; hunger-strike for just and vital
. demands like stoppage of ille-

gal fines and wage-cuts, wage.

politentess been only growing. Howsover 'increase and fixation of grades. ,

After 30,days’ hunger-strike the
Government arrestéd him. -An- -

convenience of dealing apith their ravings, the AITUC shall other worker,- Ram Singh, took

_ unions -which functioned - :
“mmost like ‘compdany’ unions”
The editorial further obser-’

continue to grow. -
Whatever be the provocatlon
from the INTUC and some of .

his place’ and ' contmued the
‘hunger-strike; . :

The Punjab Government. has
- British -

best' of . auspices. There was continue to strive for the unity " interests here .in this small

Goveinment patronage. and

of -the workmg ‘class’ and ﬁght

ed by the AITUC in seciring it there were plentiful funds se- . inter-union rivalries by adher~.

present strength in the labour

field, . L :

Srl Ramanujam “would

. have 'done better to dttempt

‘a probe intoithe afairs .of his -

" own organisation rather than ~
try to slander.the AITUC.

The strength of:‘the AITUC

is derived from -its- selfless-ser-."
vice to_the workmg class.

And the strength of: - the

“INTUC. i3 primarily' the . Con-

gress and the- employers

Has Sri Ramaniijam so soon.
forgotten -what an industrialist-
of the fame of Sri Vithal Chan-
davarkar::, said ™ with -

/ fdcilities -

cured - through the good offices
‘of the Congress leaders. It only -
needed workers for their mem-=

bership rolls and many-compa- -

nies were willing to let it com-
pile them through all kirnds o
-like ‘colleetion
union dues on pay: day,s mside
“the company’s premises. Its files
- were complete ‘and the' most -
the Jeadership had to do'was'to
mill’around Government. Secfe~
-tariats' for seekmg interviews -
with Ministers® ... . :
The paper bluntly and -forth-
rightly told the truth: “When

such the conflict- between workers management

ing to" the inter-umion- code of
conduct evolved ‘at Nainital in -
May this year by mutuai :con~
sent of all central orgamsations

GUDUR MICA
S_'I'RIKE

-

HE workers of the

ram Mica Mines' is Gudur
in Andhrd Pradesh have been
on strlke since September 8. It
-was in May this year that’ the
.victimised

brutal frankness~ on July 28 -and employers ‘or Government v)Brkers, includmg a, woman

this year in Bombay" Sri Chan-.:

davarkar, by no means sympa-

" thetic to the ATTUC, condemn=™.

came, they (the INTUC lead-_
‘. ers-RB(G) -often - forgot - their

role as.leaders of the workers . behaviour of the manager with - ember 10 throwing 500 work- - -

worker, when = the -workers °
struck against the alleged mis-

ed those -employers who. tried and’ played the part of junior the woman worker. -,

-to control trade unions “by giv-

~

Government or company mmi- .

HE Suti Mill Mazdoor
Sabha of Kanpur which
led the famous anti-ra-
tionalisation strike of Kan-
pur's 25,000 textile workers
for 81 days three yars ago
twas again in battle against
the lay-p,ff of 8,000 mill-
hands in two textile mills in
the city. The mills were idle
for the last ten months.
Two leaders of the SMMS
—Comrades Vimal Mehrotra
and Ravi Sinha—were - on
. hunger strike from Septeni-
- ber .8 demanding that - the
‘mills be either taken over by
. 'the Government and run or
- run .on cooperative lines as
an’ interim arrangement.
The workers and citizens
of Kanpur rallied behind the

E(an_;pur Hunger»Strake
- Called @ﬁ

September 26. - . .

leaders qn hunger-strike iny
defence of the laid-off work-
ers.” Twenty-eight unions
submitted d joint memoran-
“dum to the Government ex-
pressing solidarity and sup-
port. .

The ,Umou Goverument
has_ now ' appointed a com-
mittee to enquire into the
possibility of reopening the
lAtherton West Mills. and
the Stdte Government has
sent directives to the "local
authorities to realise the
novorkers” wages and lay-off
compensation as arrears of
land revenue.

The hunger-strike was
called off on the night of

\

'The Assistant Secretary -
- the ‘union -werit. on hunger-
strike, followed ky a stnke of

" the workers, - .
The Regxonal Labour Com- 5

missioner and the DSP. jnter- -
‘veried. and ‘an. agreement was -
reached between .the tnion and
‘the management’ ‘that 12 work-".
men would be’ reinstated and a

' committee with two represen-

tatives each of the manage-
ment. and the union - with a
Chau'man approved’ by both -
. was to go into the cases Jof the

" remaining seven.

In fact the atmosphere * was,
50 informal that the employers
almost created- an impression
that the seven’ workers would
be reinstated within 'a week..
The  employers continued with
their dilatory tactics. The Com-
mittee ‘was not formed.

The union gave notice of

strike on August 22, 1958. The
employers then" oﬁered to form
the committee but insisted on
a-lawyer to work on the com-.
‘mittee as their representative.
On :September 8, when’ the
strike ‘was to commence, - they -
- wanted three days time to sete

“tle the matter, saying they

i

i

. working class town of Chhehar-
ta near Amritsar, .
It has résorted to arreets The

police parade right inside the

departmenfs. Employets are al- .

-lowed to disregard all laws anti
" codés with impunity. ‘Even con-

ciliation procéedings are -either- -

“not instituted or are withdrawn,

But the workers are fighting -
back and .support from _the .
people is growing :

COLLIERY -
CLOSURE

T HE Muslia colliery in Bur-

dwan District in West Ben- - "

gal was closed down on Sept-

.ers out of employment.

‘That day there was an explo- |
sion in thé mine, but fortunate-
1y no sworker was injured, The
workers came out. and. the
union informed the Mines De= "
partment - officials. The Reglon-_

al Inspector of Mines and the =

Inspector of 'Mines inspected
the mine. They refused to take
the -union into "confidence .and
said the. cause of the explosion
-was ‘'a “secret” , to be shared -
only ‘between the management
and- the ‘Government - " depart- -
ment. The mine was then clos-
ed down.

Comrade _Kalyan Roy, Gene-
ral Secretary of’ the Indian
Mine Workers’ Federation and
the workers’ representative on
the steering committee on safe-
tyincoalmines,hasissueda
statement - condemning this
closure.,

He has asked why the mine "

had to be closed down twice
betwveen March and September.
this year. He has asked the
very. inconvenient question as .
to whether all the dangers that
led to the closure in March had-

been removed before the mine .-

reopened’ in June 1958..
September 27 .
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atom war,
have ; txie
drown in a welter of propa-
ganda, the self-evident facts
and clear conception ‘of the
solution: of the German
blem. I; . therefore,. behe;ﬁ o
that it"is necessary to

‘bluntly . and p:try the Sggue
squarely, so that - truth - and

right may finally prevail over

man

" her : ‘existence.

’ Bundesrat Munster,

\ " and ] agam, -Ade:
“nauer and his. clique of
liticians in. Bonn
-to ~“obscure’” and

Io-

the policy of brute force

followed by todays heirs of *
fasczsm. »

*
The !ormation of the Ger-
Democratic * - Republic
(GDR) was a constitutional act

‘independent of récognition by

any other State. Whether or not

‘the ‘Federal Republic recognises

the German Democratic Repub-
lic has no bearing whatever on
The GDR is
there, has a right to exist, lives
and: finctions as a sovereign
State by virtue- ot her own
right.

Of course, it is a dﬂerent
matter if' thé German. Demio-
cratic Repubhc stdtes that she
speaks and acts in the interests

of all Germany. This claim is

based. on two facts: first, the
faithiful carrying out of contrac-
“tual obligations as. manifested
in the.observance of the clauses
_of the Potsdam Agreement and
“in the rooting out of fascist and
militarist remnants and, second,
the founding of a democrauc

. peace-loving State,

TEE CONTER AST

In the GDR former lower
rank Nazi party - members
. were given the chance to be-
come citizens with jull civic
) rights. Leading fascists, mo-
 nopolists, junkers and: - mili-
tarists were treated in accord-
ance with the- directives . of
the
which constitutes the basis in
“international low = for - the
“existence of = both German
. States. They were = deprived’
‘of théir economic and politi-
cal power and it was. made - .
zmpossible for them to influ-'
ence our course of develop--
ment.
That ‘way we not only hon-
‘oured the letter and spirit of
the Potsdam Agreement, but

7 dischargéd ‘a heavy responsibi-

‘lity -towards the German people
and all*those who had suffered
‘under the yoke of fascism and °
imperialism, who" ‘had sacrificed
everything and who had fought
- against fascism on the  battle-
field. Therefore, we are also en-
titled ‘to’ claim the moral right
of speaking on behalf of all

. Germany and of functioning as .
~ the representatwe of the Ger-

man rniation, A s
-But what is the: positlon in’
West' Germany? There import-
.ant key posts in the Adenauer
_Government are held by. for-
mer fascists: -
Dr. Theodor Oberlander, Re-

" fugees Minister, Major in Hit-
- ler's Brown Shirt organisation
" and “Reich Leader of the Fede-

ration of Germans in the East”;
- Gerhard Schroder,  Minister
of Interior, membet of Hitler’s
Storm Troops since 1933;°
Hans |  Joachim Meerkatz,
member
of the Nazi party and " board
.member. of t.he fasc:st supreme
Law Office;
. Dr.Hans Globke, State Secre-
taryintheWest German Cha -
_cellor’s Office; commenta
<he Nuremberg Race Laws res<
ponsible for the. death: of thou-
_sands of Jews, ‘ I

OGI‘OBER 5, 1958 -

'we ‘find blood-stained
of the Hitler era. -

© ~hundreds of -

“TWO QYS I‘M‘WS

- working class a

* monopoly - orgamsatlons have

- Potsdam  Agreement, -

Dr Brautigam, ‘head: of the

East European Department .’ of
the West German Foreign Mm'-
istry, responsible for the
- portation and’ “murder ‘of- 85, 000
Jews.

de—

. In West German law courts
Judges

A State whose Govern'm.ent
is.run bu the same old Nazis
and whose’ legal system ts
dominated by jurzsts who
passed death - séntences 'qn
- anti-fascist:
“under Hitler, has forfeited the
right to speak for Germany
and the Germarr people

G~ it 2

1t cannot be- dep;hed that the
socml systems of the two Ger-:
man States: have -developed in
diametrically oposed direc_:-
tions. Our Stateds

in alliance with o er © groups,
above all the intelligentsia. In
the Federal Republic, however,
the concerns, cartels and other

crept back into power and are
“now endeavourmg to lay their-
hands on the last’ remaining
public undertakings,=which are .

CHENA

On Octoher 7 falls the Nmth Annwersary of
the German Deniocratic. Republic.. To mark this

.. Lock; Chairman of the Committee . for Germhan

'Umty, on the single most ur ent
the German people—that of, German reunifica- -
tion and,.the practical way to achzeae it S

[

managed only very reluctantlyv

by ‘the State

It stan
great riff which has opened up
between the two States as a re-

sult of tius divergent develop-.
- ment cannot be ‘bridged mecha-"

nically by a simple device like
so~called free elections. Under
the circumstances, the only
course to take is an exchange
of opinions between the
sides, Negotiations must be held

. with a view, to clearing the way .

for reunification, . which. will

probably not be an easy matter. ..

Naturally, - nationwide de-

mocratic and free elections will’
‘play their part, but these ‘can-

not be the first step  but only
the final link .in a long cham
of “events.

Before the Federal Repub-*

EL S. > “@mepmn éﬁf ﬂusasaance” Eas

é -, occasion, we publish an article here by Dr. Hans
3
§

ds to. reason that the’

two

problem before
& L4

lic" joined NATO and em-
barked on jis ;earmament pro-
gramme, at a time when the

monopohsts were nat ‘exclusi~
vely in control in' West  Ger-
many, we proposed the holding -

of all-German ﬁ-ee elections by

-secret ballot.

These - possiiulities no Tlon-
ger exist in .the . monopoly-

ridden  imperialist ' Adenauer

‘

State of'today, whose Gov-

- ernment spokesmen flatly re--
~“ject any offer of megotiation

- and whose Parliament decid~
-ed-in favour of atomic arm~
ament. The first thing to do
now is to create conditions in

. West Germany ~which will’

ensure a peaceful and demo-
cratic development. -
A good starung point: for such

dlscussxons was suggested by

Na Eossgar A Mw;amtsg

THE U.S. plot to keep

China out of ‘the United
Nations has succeeded once
again.: The General Assem-
' bly has once again approved.
the U.S. proposal to postpone
action on the China issue. .

It was first in the Steermg
Committee that~ Sri V. K
‘Krishna Menon on Ind
behalf proposed the i-nscrip-
tw'n of the Chinese

of the General Assembly.
This was immediately op-.
posed - by Cabot Lodge,
U.S. delegate, |

Champion of Resistance”
as- Menon called him.
Only a fortnight earlier this
“Champion of ' Resistance”
had told the Amencan l..e-.

the

“On more than ‘thirty co-
already we have

casions -
been sful ~ in keep
Commaunist China out of the
UN. The attempt will un~-
doubtedly be made again in
the next few weeks and we’
will undoubtedly deal with
it mcessﬁilly.

The U.S. before it launch- .

ed ‘upon its new series . of
provocations and  threats
around Quemoy and Taiwan,
had circulated @ memoran-
dum to Governments on its
policy
thus ‘proclaiming that it was
_determined to persist in its
policy of discrimination and
.aggression at any cost.

Sri Krishna Menon. ad-

“dressing the Steering Com-~

mittee drew their attention
" to the - fact .that Indid was
raising the issue for the third
time. Every time the Gene-
" yal Assembly had merely ad-
opted an interim measure—
 what has become known as

a moratorium 'resolution, Sri
Menon said. .

‘In refus{ng to discuss, the

PAAPPPPIINS

repre='.

r
§
§ Lomtation tsoue on the agenda
|
|
§
|
§

of non<recognition, -

Chma issue, he added the:
. Assembly had _dtsregarded
the Charter obligations of
smaking itself ‘a centre - for
hdrmonising relations, an in-
strument of peace and the
universal character of the
prganisation. “A’ refusal to
discuss it”?, he pleaded, “is
totally unrealistic and incon-
st'.st n B

The “Chammon of Resis-
tance,” however, refused to

again moved for a morato-
rium. The US. move' was
carried by 12 votes to'seven.
unth two obstentions.

*-When this recom mendation
came before the General
Assembly seven Asian na-
tions moved an amendment
asking the Assembly to “ac-
cede to” instead of “reject-

" delete the moratorium clause,
the seven Asian nations be-

.“Republic, Burma, Indonesia,
“Ceylon, Nepal and Afghan-
istan. .

A fact noted by eoerybody
. about the debate that follow-
ed was that very few of the

U.S.~supporters dared open-

" arguments in support of the
stand they were going to
take, Besides the U.S. dele-
gate  himself . only Btitain,.
Canada ‘and the KMT rump
spoke up. On the other side.
speaker after speaker, in-
"cluding those from Ireland,’
Sweden, Finland, ‘Indonesia,
Afghanistan, besides those of
the USSR and other Social-
ist countries, assailed = the
U.S. position.
Krishna  Menon
challenged the US. saying,‘
if the arguments’ against dis-
cussion were as - persuasive
as the US. claimed why did

agam

: to look at ti ,
non, “the States wwill ‘not dis-
appear.” “To ‘put- China out .-

‘of bounds”;, he said, “is to
put ourselves (U.N )= out of

. bounds.” - -

Steering Committee
some 29 countries. recogmsed
-China representmg 1,114 mil-
lion . people. In fact some 64
‘per cent of the peoples of the "
‘world including the Chinese
-themselves were - in favour
"of having the question dis-
cussed. : ‘

come out in the open and

inp” the Indian proposal and .

ing: India, the United Arab -

sembly was closer. than on,
all previous occasions: the
Asian motion
votes—higher than
against 40 for the’ U.S. pro- .
posal, with 12 countries ab- -
staining. ‘The total. of those
dissenting from the U.S. wes -
thus 41 and for the first time
- America’s supporters. on the
China_question constituted a
minority in the
Even -of the votes cast. in ~
favour of ‘the U.S. position,
a ‘great majority hoas the
the’ result of

their mouths to advance any

Amierican imperialism's per-
sistance in. resisting. China’s
entry into the U.N. is be-
coming
noose round
harder it pulls the sooner it
will get choked to death by '
it. . )

not the' Amencan delegate
come. and tryto persuade?

“Just because we- refuse’
said Me-

Already he had told the
that

He referred- to the un-

fortunate exhibition = of the .-
power. of the majority to pre= -
vent discussion. )
tion had been brought, for-
ward seven times and it did -
not say much for the Assem~
bly’s prestige. that each time
. it had been put down?”

“The ques-

" Voting in the General As-

receiving 29
. ever—
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Assembly.

“arms-twist-

ing”,
The debate showed " that

another. tightening
its neck—the

AAAAAN

- into reality

¢ - packi. for the creation
. atom-free zone in Europe which
: is of tremendous :importance -

- mooctatic Republic

) -: the - GDR" Govern-nent . which, -

if accepted by West ‘Germany,

- would simultaneously help to--

relax- tension and : safeguard

peace in the whole of Europe:

1 An agreemeént on the ban-
ning of the stationing -or
manufacture of atomic . bombs-
and weapons on German terri-

“tory, and™a” ban on propaganda
-for atomic war;. .. 7

2 The_two. German S tes .
should’ léave NATO- and |

" the Warsaw  Pact respectively, -

consc__gpnon should" be abohsn-'i' o
ed- in- West Germany (there is:
no compulsory milxtary service -
in -the GDR) and * ag‘reement
should be reached on troop

. strength on_both sxdes, : e
: 3 A joint request. Or. sepa-

rate requests to the Four'.
Powers for the withdrawal - of
their troops, ‘step by step, from
the" whole of Germany :
4 Setting up of a confedera-

* tion embracing both Ger- .

man States as 'a realistic step
toward ‘ultimate reunification.-
Agreement on tbese points .
would provide a sound basis for
the gradual reunification of
Germany and at the same time
contribute towards* lessemng of
‘world tension. In this connec-. .
‘tion' the chance should be gras-
ped of demonstrating ‘the earn--
est intention of the whole Ger-

- man nation and of translating -
1ts re]ectlon of -~ ‘-

nuclear warfare and - atomic

.death by accepting the plan of

Poland’s Foreign . Minister Ra-
of an -

for European peace and - secu-

rity. . - -

) Hawever, this implies will=

" - ingness to talk and‘to realise

" that the question of reunifica- .-
tion is @ matter . of national -
significance, falling ~within
the competence of - the two’
German States, notwithstand~ -
ing: any obligations on the
part of the Great Powers to
do euerythmg possible .
‘support of- g reumﬁcatton
along peaceful and democratu:
lmes _

]lll)l(‘l’[?ﬂl’ﬂ S
This initial phase. [of talks
and: negotiations - is -realistic..

All the more’ridiculous appears .
the hysterical clamour for the -’
“integration of the Soviet Zone"-

_ and the “liberation” of seven-_ o
teen million “slaves”..Once the = **
" two sides enter into:discussion,
" recognition of the

situation, both in Germany and

in’the international sphere will . "’
“lead them to-the conclusion that
--thé" only key:to German umty -

is confederation. - -

" As it i5, many people seem to
‘have forgotteh that . there is
little new or, alien abouty”the . _
idea of aiconfederation and ‘cer--.
tainly. notbmg in this to . ob-
struct the natural course of

. events There 'are - numerous. '

examples of confederation ~in- -
our own history, as well as con-

.- temporary examples” in other. . .’ -
parts of the world, as witness, -~ .

the United Arab Rapublic. .
‘The founding of a confedera- ..

“tion embracing two sévereign

States such as the German De-
-and . the
"‘German Federal Republic- would

' gusrantee.. an undisturbed,"

peaceful and democratic deve-: - .

" lopment. Such an institution’
. would not further the plans of '
i demagoguos and political card-

‘shatpers, but enable the . Ger- -
man people finally to-. take

" their fate into their own hands
and decide on the exact mea-. -

sures necessary to’ bring about -
‘the reuniﬂcation of their coun-

- tryf -. . , R
‘ aci suiiam -

prevailing .
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BOOK REVIEWS 1 0“1’

leen Muker]ee

On. -Gandbhiji - .

GANDHIJI—A “STUDY :
" tional Book Agency 12 Ltd., Calcutta. 220 pages. .

. Rs. 5.50.

GANDHI Jayanti . has
been duly celebrated
all over India and wherever
our diplomats = are abroad.
This as usual has been made-
‘theoccasion for saying all
- sorts of things about Gandhi ¢
and his ‘method’. One can
" be sure that a lot of semi-
+ - religious nonsense will have

_ been.said by all sorts of

people who are known as
- ‘Gandhian experts’. - =

 One thing is -true about
‘Gandhi—while now everybody -
. talks of his great contribution
_ to Indian independence move-

ment, no .one is sure or can
- explain ‘'why he did so many

. K\ different, and often contradic-

“tory, things.
" Of cours€ . many attempts
' have beenx ‘made in- the past,
and will be. made in thé future,
“to build ‘a -spurious. social
- selence round him—Gandhian
economics,’ Gandhian polities,
Gandhian “ methods, etc—
" which is all right I print
though not in practice. . The
Left has ‘been so - far. “critical.
1t seems that the true Gan-
dhi was’' somewhere between
the two—those who - looked
-upon him as messiah and
“those who denounced him as
a mountebank. It seemed that
he neither wholly belonged to
. the bourgeoisie nor-to.the pro-
letariat; . 'for what are they

> without machines which Gan-._ .

* dhi disliked?

He took his stand between
the two great classes into
which contemporary soclety is
split: neither wanting to hurt
the exploiters nor leave’ the
exploited where they were: S0 -
it is a curious fact that all
_criticism of Gandhi has failed

explain or.understand him
completely_and satisfactorily.”
*. Therefore, ~anybody would
turn .to Hiren Mukerjee’s-short

biography to see what a well=—~,

known Communist has to say
" about him now, a decade after
his death. As a biography
there cannot -be any com-
plaints about this "book and
the narrative is well integra-
. ted and valuable - But Hiren

. Hiren Mukerjee. Na-

* Mukerjee calls lt & study' too )

This is not exactly true. While

-the narration is all right, the

study is not all we are promi-
sed by the title. What we.are’
-often served with is phrases
with monotonous regularity:

4t is difficult to follow - his
trend’, ‘strange. words these’,

<athomless incongruity’, ‘stre-’

- nuously cultivated . fixation’,

etc. Even the author Is con-
" sclous of this: ‘I have had to
be repetitive and perhaps a
lttle muddled.’.

But Comrade Mukerjee need
not be apologetic . about his
writing about Gandhi from
his outlook as a Communist,
nor need he after all have
been apologetic about the

.business of ‘ends-and means’;
well. known that

it is now
those who swear by Gandhi
have themselves discarded all
‘that is known as Gandhian
methods..
-~ The recent period is the
history ‘of how quickly these
+ who ‘climbed to power with
Gandhi’s name on their lips

-have given_thé go-by to all |

truth, on-vxolenoe and
honest means. - While ‘ours
. have been honest mistakes,
theirs: have been hypocrlti-
. cal postures.  Indeed, these’
- words have come fo acquire
new meanings which neither
Gandhi nor common usage
knew.. Comrade Mukerjee’s
Iast chapter does attempt
to illuminate this problem
but somehow it fails.
However this is a well writ-

"ten book, with a’remarkable

flow of language except where
consclous efforts are made to
load it-—left no stone unturn-
ed nor a cutlet uncooked’. This
is not.to cavil at the author,
who has written the chapter
on Gandhi after independence
in true biblical grandeur. One
almost feels one is reading

about Prophet Moses, having

the Israelites through all
the vicissitudes, . getting an
agonised glimpsé-of-the Pro-

sions that

: Neatly tucked ina remote corner of the Jan Path,
" flanked by the imposing Eastern Court, the Defence .

NEW mm.m

3

Production Exhibition attracted large crowds in the
“Capital. The first ever to be held in this country, it

materlal.

O NE has reasons to grum
ble over the site of the

‘exhibition. It would have been

better if the planners of.the .
exhibition had sited the show-
pleces in their natural setting. -

As it was, divested- from
their ‘natural’ -surroundings,
the weapons - and equipment’
imparted the spirit of a com-
mercial display. This, undoub-
{edly, could not have been the
aim of the organisers.

One ncted with satisfaction
that a.major portion of the
conventional infantry = wea-
pons are now indigenously
produced. Our ordnance facto-
ries ‘now turn out bren guns,

.32 pistols ".303 rifles, sub-
machine guns (automatic)
M. E. and smoke grenades, 2’,

'3, 4" mortars, bayonets, inter-
equipment -

communicatlon
and -other administrative and:

operational accessories. Bombs

and other.ammunition tor the

1

ing round oi! the collection.

A -detailed chronology and
wonderful pictures add to the
value of the work. -

Tt is invidious to attempt

to pick out  the memoirs °

which particularly- salt the
imagination. In any-’ event

_the cholce would -be over- -
‘whelmingly personal and to-

write about it might become.
melodramatic or more. To
each his own response,

But one may be permitted
to point out a few impres-
are immediately
made.

FIRST, there is' the-range
of the thought of these two
men. The whole world of
knowledge they took for their
province "and, to alter a
phrase, knowledge made thent .

godlike in their bumanity.

SECOND, there is the com-

‘passion ‘and-concern for their’

colleagues, the ‘time ungrudg- .

mised Land and regretting- jnoly spent on improving the

why at all he struck the stone
for water: an independence
tha‘t ‘gtinkg in the nostrils’

A PRECFEESS
. COLLECTION

REMINISCENCES OF MARX AND ENGELS :
- Foreign Languages Publlshmg House, Moscow.

PnceRs.187. -

T HIS is one of the finest
.things 'to come" to us.
irom Moscow in recent’

into i’our gections.

The FIRST contains the .

‘writings - of the colleagues

years Our chagrin is only.. - of Marx and Engels—Lieb-

that it has taken so long to
'get together these priceless
. images -of the founders of
- Communism a3 they were
formed in the minds of their
contemporanes Many of
- these. memoirs are- being
made available for the first

'l'he ‘book
" PAGE TWELVE

thselt 1s divided"

knecht, Lafargue, Theodor
-Amo, Bebel and others. The
SECOND section gives us
the impressions and person-
" al letters of Marx's wife and
‘daughter Eleanor. . In the

THIRD section we have the
of meetings

descriptions.
" with Marx by Russian revo-
. Intionaries’ and in the

understanding and equipment

“of-“these lesser souls.”

. THIRD, . there is a moving
nobilitrin the face‘1 of ptiva-

‘tion and slander; a steadfast-

ness and integrity in the face .
of all the winds- that blow.
These two men were as great,
as their thought and one has,
alas, not seen their like again.
FINALLY, these memoirs
bring to life thée wiity = that
Marxz and Engels were able to
establish between science and.
action, between fundamentals
and the immediate needs of
the movement. We can better
apprecidate the quality of mind
that this required - since. we
know of even great beings who
have been torn ' asunder by
thelr fallure here. e
Perhaps the best: tribute to
this book can be stated.in the
words of Franz Mehring: “And

we hear. the ring of their voi-

ces as clearly as if they were
still living - among us every
time that over the. agonising
world of misery....we see the

dawn of a new revolntionary-

epoch »
- 5—M0HI’1‘ SEN

infantry weapons are now
locally produced. :

Keeping in view - that - we
have had only a decade since
freedom this is undoubtedly a
significant achievement.- Only
a beginning in this direction -
had been made in this country
by the British imperialists.
The Second World War saw &
net-work 6f ordnance factories
_ spreading all over the country

producing small - arms and -

clothing accessories. War exi-

gencies imposed this neces-

sity upon the imperialists be-
cause- India, ‘due to its geogra-

phical 'position, served as a

forward base for operations

against the Japanese in Sou-
theast Asia.

_~ . 'The equipment displayed
in the exhibition convinces
one that while "no original
efforts have been made by
the present Government,
" the work started by the im-

perialists *- in. this direction"
.has been pursued with vig-
our, necessitated by the

post-independent operation-

‘al exigencies: of the coun-
try. .We did - not produce

most of the above-mention- .
-ed articles before indepen-

dence. We do so now. In this
one feels a sense of national
. achievement

Heavy ’
Armamenis

That nio significant efforts .

have, however, been made in
the direction of manufactur-
ing heavy armament is estab-
lished

that we are yet, and would

remain so for many years to -

come, unable . to manufacture
any type of light and neavy
tanks, - mountain artillery

" pieces, bofor guns, heavy and

long-range anti-aircraft guins,
anti-tank guns, ete.
Under these heads we are as’

" yet able only topraduce 25

pounder  gun and carriage

small calibre naval gun (two--

pounider). In the field of am-

_munition, we are able to ma-'

nufacture indigenously. 49
M.M. cartridges. for anti-air-
craft guns, 20 M. M. cartridges
for M. G., depth charges, sea
mines and shells -for the 25-
pounder guns,-etc. We. were
not producing these items be-
fore 1947,

o Artillery and tanks are the

main supporting arms of the-

infantry. In the British period
the metropolitan ' forces pro-
.vided .this support to.the In-
dian infantry units, thus em-
phasising the cannon-fodder
character of their Indian in=

fantry base. Today, we. have.

Indian Artillery and ‘tank
units.- But our inability to

 manufacture armaments for
these units, our.abject and:-

precarious dependence on the

imperialist countries, . reveals

a very serlous gap.
Necessities of modern war

demand a strong navy and -
- .air force in addition to an. -
- adequate infantry base. The

_when - one discovers -

-armament industry,

Defence P-r-Oblems'

AS TIIEY EME[RGEB @EI’E‘ @E‘ 'E‘

@ by JAIPAL @INGE

uneven development of these
.. three services  may render
. the ‘whole defence effort a
failure.  While . we have a

afforded the Indian people with an opportunity to suitable infantry bass.
estimate the extent of the eﬂicacy of "their defence' :

(minus an adequate ‘ground’
supporting arm), we have
appallingly- neglected our -
navy and air force. After a-
decade of .independence,

these two arms'of our de- .
fence have failed to develop -

on an even pace in relation
“to’ our infantry base.

Weal l\ary amd
Air Foree v
" In the'naval sphere, we are

yet ‘unable’ to manufacture
even an elementary type of -

operational naval ship.” We .-

are ' collecting  an obsolete
mass of discarded imperialist
ships having no . relation to

-our specific requirements of
-strategic naval defence.- '

The. Hindustan Aircraft Ltd.
is'a ploneering effort in the

_direction of-aircraft manufac~
_ture. It is, however, an inade-.

quate eﬂort compared to the

vist requirements of our

strategic air defence. It is as
yet unable to manufacture
transport planes, - light or

.heavy bombing aircrafts. In

the fleld of fighter -aircraft
manufactures, It is as yet
lacking in any original effort, .’
its present efforts remaining

restricted to assembl.lng air- :

crafts. .
It would be appropriate
for us to suggest that a de-
termined effort should be
‘immediately made to elimi-
nate the unevenness in the -
composition  of our three.
Services. The miniature air
:force and navy- that we
possess now should be allot-
ted the highest priority and
more: attention in our’ de-
‘ fence budgets,: '

I know the army brasshats
would shout,. and inter-ser-
vices rivalry, unavoldable in
the ‘present set-up, would
come into. play But the army
brasshats ~should be told to
concentrate more on building
a small and efficient infantry:

~capable of & huge and accele-

rated expansion in time of an
emergency. Most of our de-
fence budget funds should be
allotted t0 developing a heavy

gient ship and aircraft indus-
on this basic structure of

"planning; the super-structure

of supplementing these items
trom foreign resources should

“'be built-and developed. ’
Attempts are being made by

the’ private sector, to spread
1ts tentacles into the defence

industries. Commerce has set

the tone in lts review of the
Exhibition. - It has demanded .
that defence material produc-
‘tion should be entrusted to the
private 'sector. . At the same
time it has severely criticised
the production. of certaln civi-
lian items by the Defence Ord-

nance factories. This is a very ‘

dangerous proposal. :
The intrusion of the pri-
vate sector in this strategis
- sphere’ of. ‘production, un-

- _-avoidably introduces a’ cor-.

. rupt element into defence
planning. In the recent his-

(Continned on page 14) -
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DB. K n MENON'S
ANTICS

IWAS more amused than
surp'rtsed at seeing Dr.
K. .B. Menon as the cham-

pion of the Constitution and

the ' fundamental rights of
the people of . Kerala. ..That
is because I am fairly well
: acquainted with the Doctor’s

‘record in Indian politics. At
the moment I wouldn’t go.

into ‘all of it, but just men-
tian one incident which todk

‘place - after the Communist -

Ministry assumed oﬂ‘u:e in
Kerala ' .

Dr. Menon wrote a letter
to the District ‘Collector of

Cannanore on October 26,
" 1957. ‘There he cited ¢ -few.

instances and made the
charge .that “the police are

-not fa'lr and ° impartial in -

dealing with the case.”” His
“experience shows that they
are quick in action ‘when the
complainants happen to be
Communists and -indifferent
and .. inactive when com-
plaints are received from
persons other than Commu-
nists.” .

This was a letter the Hon-

ourable Mémber of Parlia-.

ment wrote to a District Col-
lector, And his respect for

the Constitution of the Re-.

. public is such that he did not

con,stder it necessary to send "

a copy of it to the State Gov-
ernment though under the
Constitution by which he

now swears the subject mat-"

ter ‘of the letter fell entirely

: under the jurisdiction of the

State Goveriinent. Perhaps
-~ Dr.. Menons understanding

of the Indian Constitution is -.

-that for @ - State  Govern~

ment to win his recognition

it has: to-be formed :by-his
own party or by the Cong-

- ress.. So’ Dr. Menon gent the
copy of his - letter: Ghly to

the Home. Minister

of the
Government of Indig.

. So much for the - respect-

“he has for the Comtttutwn

The instances: He
in his letter also bear some
_examination.

ONE:- “On 4th August
1957, a clash took place be-
tween - the supporters and
opponents of the’ Kerala
Government’s Education Bill

_.at Cannanore. Town Hall,

resultmg in injuries to two
Cong'ress workers. The po-
lice did not take any aetzo'n
‘as far as ‘my mformatzon

goes. 2

There nwas an incident -on
the -particular date

various schools had called a
" meeting in the Town. Hall to
- support the Education Bill.
: Opponeiits of the. Bill had
gone into the hall to create
trouble and tHere was a cer-
_tain amount of beating. up.

' -Df. Menon’s account’ sb jar
is absolutely

correct, but
‘there Dr. Menon and Truth-

part company

The Cannanore Town po-
under
Section 147 and 323 I.P.C.
After .an enquiry, the case

. was referred -as non~-cognis-
. ‘able ox’ October 1,

OCTOBEE: 5, 1058

quoted .

in the -~
" place mentioned. Teachers of .

the ’

oﬁence fell under Sectwn
. 326 IP.C. :
“This dateAOctober 1—is
rather important, ;because
Dr. Menon was writing < on

October 26, full 25 days -

later that “the police did not

- take any action as far as my
information goes

TWO: Some PSP ‘work-

ers were assaulted by Com-

" munists under the very nose

of the Low Minister. The

_police registered. a cdse, but

nothing so far has material-

informationt. -

Ury. sWhen, Dr. Menon was

“;writing his letter a'(td send-
_ing its copy to the Union
Home Minister, the offend-
ers had:been: charge-sheeted
‘by the Judicial
of Cannanore before whom
the case ‘was pending trial.

THREE: Again a charge
of assau.lt on Congressmen
by C ists in hich the

s« police did ~mot ‘take any
action. In. this case also,
those who were alleged to
have committed the assault
.had been charge-sheeted

‘under Sections 323 and 324 '

I.P.C. and the . case. was

ppending trial. But that does’

mot .prevént Dr. Menon from
‘noriting that nothing has so

- far materialised according to
his information.

Take off your
Dr. Menon, and your inform-
ation will .
'eorrect

INSE(}I‘BI TY
—FOR CORNGRESS

C ONGRESS President
Dhebar after his Kerala
tour pointed  his accusing
i finger at = Trichur District
and said: Look at what is

happening here This is in- -

sec‘unty

"' For once, events have con-

ﬁmed what S# Dhebar said,

-..insecurity in. Trichur has
been proved . !
Two bye-electzons took

placé last week to the Tri-’
chur Municipal’ Council—in
Ward 20 and Ward 22.

The Congress. candidate in.
‘Ward. 20 -was opposed by a
.worker leader of the Sita-
ram Mills—where Sri
Panamptlh Govinda Menon
had ‘launched his. liberation
struggle against Communist
‘rule.

In Ward 22, the Congress
_candidate nwho opposed the

Communist candidate was -

. the Joint Secretary of the
PCC and Vice-President of
the Sitaram Labour Con-
gress.

In both the -wards, one of
them hud: been earlier held
by - the Congress, the Com-

. munist candidates won. If
this doesn’t _prove insecurity
—for the Congrees, we
would hke to know what
it is.

Meaniohile, I ‘am ~ owait-

ing Sri Dhebar’s'- comment

that it was because _of the
insecurity and terror that
the people went and gave
their votes to the Communist
: candidates. :

~—OBSEVER

ised, again according to his

Magistrate

blinkers,

be fuller and

EW AGE mourns the

death in Bombay -

' September 26 of Trista_on
. Braganza Cunha, the noted
‘Indian patriot and leader
of the Goan liberation

. movement.

In a statement issned to

mlttee in the tlnrtus and ,ioined the Goan freedom

" ‘'was till 1945 a member of ' struggle.

the AICC 'when the Goa.
Congress Commiftee was
disaffiliated - from the In--
dian National Congress.

_During the las_t:'fonr y_ears

he has been . constantly - a1
-striving . to bring all the.
. Goan parties together and

When in. 1946 the great to build a single organisa-

“the press, S. G. Sardesai,’
- Secretary of the Maharash-

tra  Committee

Y| says: |

of the. - i
Communist Party of India.

The Commnnist Party i
mourns the sudden death
-of the stalwart Indian pat-
riot, Dr. Tristaon Braganza
Cunha, whose outstanding

- and devoted work and long.
suffering in the cause of
Goa’s liberation struggle:
would have entltled him to" -

“the rank of the first.citizen

‘of Goa as soon as'it wasg

freed from the clutches of -

: Portuguese

imperialists. -

But that was not to be.
Death has taken him away

. from us while he- was at

his fighting post.

_Dr. T. B. Canha was the
pioneer and ‘doyen of the
liberation . struggle of: the
Indian people .living under
the rule 'of the Portuguese
He founded
Congress Com- -

imperialists.
the Goa

blue-pnnt for reaction. Not‘
‘only will private foreign
be able to get in’

capital
wherever. it likes but an ap-
propriate’ atmosphere for its

profits would be . created— -
not an atmosphere condn- .
~cive .to :India’s economic"

health one fears

‘-Finauy, throwing off “all

‘restraint and discretion, too,
as he warmed up to his pero-.
ration, Morarji showed scant .
regard for India’s pride when

he stated: “What I want you

"in Goa Dr. T. B. Cunha was
the first to be arrested. The
Portuguese . military - tribu-

in Lisbon. In 1954, he es-

(Continued from front page) ..

high ‘soclety - vied with each .
‘other in|champagne parties:
“'for their.‘dogs’,birthd?ys..

What is more at that very
moment Governor Faubus was
fighting . to - .keep :cut Negro.
children from -public schools:

in Little Rock despite a Su-

. preme Court ruling

- And with alt his fastidious -
-morals, He must have noticed | :
the violence and sex-ingiting s

films, advertisenients and .
magazines which literally leap
at you in New York

‘to understand is that in our- '

concept of: Socialism the at-
tack is on poverty and not on
!wealth. Our emphasis is on

~‘creating equal and abundant

opportunities for.all—an ob-
jective which “has also been

yours from the beginning of

your Independence. - In. your
case you have already almost
achieved this objective where-

What made Morarjl over-
look ail this and hoid up

- the United, States as onr
_ 'model and our.aspiration
_was, perhaps, his memory
of the “sage” - advice that -
the .Birla ® Mission nepm
fhad doled out Tate in 1956

as, we are-only just making a -

modest beginning in that
direction.”I

So this is how India’s So-

cialist pattern of. society ‘is

""understood and expounded by
its Finance Minister and one.

who is mentioned -as the new
]I;ope in the Nehru succession
out. | ,

Morarji’s
ldeal 1

At the very . time Morarjl

‘was uttering this ‘wisdom in

the. very United States which

has:achieved perfection in his :

eyes, five million. unemployed
- roamed the streets for work

-4while the ; i'emale leaders of

NEWAGE )

It had stated, “To ‘strength-
en the position of our foreign
exchange resources we must
attract investment- and’ credit
from abroad as has been done .
in Canada wheré all deterrents
have been removed.” :

And what were these deter-

" rents? The Birla Mission Re- -

port conspicuously points out:

"+ “In the first place fear of

nationalisation. It was widely -
believed that high taxation
was used. as. a lever to stifle
the private sector.... There
was also. a widespr'ead feeling .
that thére was ‘no room* for
the private sector.”

} Again and’ again. through-
iout this"- Report- ‘same s

: ;theme occurs—the’ absence of'’

“proper atmosphere" in In-~

Satyagraha struggle began tion of Goans' devoted to -
the cause
the strnggle for ' Goa’s libe-
ration. He was a thought-
ful .and powerful: writer

" - and his books, “Denationa~
lization of the Goans,”
“Portuguese
“Devaluation
‘pee” as well as his articles
' in Free Goa which he edit-
“ed to the.end of his life = [§
are a striking contribution
to Goa.’s frerdom stroggle.

Jost a great patriot a self-

- less :and brave fighter, for
the cause of Indian demo-_
cracy and - mdependence
which is inseparably . linked .
with the hberation struggle E
_of Goa. B

tke memory ofsthis great
nal sentenced him to eight fighter, -
years imprisonment. . He Party pledges to carry for-
was imprisoned, .in Fort - ward:together with other’
- Aguad and- later in prison people the .cause of the [l ::
Iiberation of Goa for which - .
caped from Lisbon and re- he gave his all o B

‘Birla Was |

‘not yet a victor, Rumblings of © - )

New. Delhi

of intensifying

India” .and -
‘of -the Ru~

In his death Imha has

™ paying its homage to
the Communist-

dia and the apprehenslon of © .
foreign investors S I

' «-L-u-..._..............}. )

Hhere =~ - . - T
‘ It eould scarcely be a. :
comcidenoe then . that just
. prior to Morarn’s meander-
.ibgs  abroad the “great” - -
‘Brrlahad,a.lsotakenoi’fon: . S
a srmnlasvimssmn and that TS T
the two worthy representa- - B
__tives of “non-matenstxstie”
culture had ,met abroad-—
_‘not one prosumes ‘to argune
the - merits of vegetarlan
Cism!

- Morarfi has returned but

protest must. have penetrated ..
even the lush rooms of the -

- Waldrof Astoria. It was there: -

that he laid bare the planshé  ° <.
" has for bringing India under o
the yoké of an even more
metelless exploiter . than the
one she has freed herself from.

- He talked there with compel- . S s K

lingca.ndour. S T .

~ . P

is Blﬁerent e

- But New Delhi is not New e
¥York and the.. Indian peopie
are’'no - huckstering. mob of
millionaires as the ones who .

gathered at the Waldrof. They -
will give quite -a:different re-

_ception to Morarji—the: man

and his mission. For they have-~. -
before them in Morarji one of .
‘their most implacable foes in -

- thelr quest for .a strong, de-

‘mocratic and honoured India. ' . =
Scptelnﬁer 1, 1958 - CRER
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eviewed

. “blatant. manner publicly. This

“ September 18,

Hfreﬂ Mvpkerjee: poirited out on
that “in regard
to food, in regard to’ employ-

- ‘ment, and in regard to the posi-:

_exchange and

* Party
_Second Plan submitted

and in _fqreign :
jnternal,. resour-
today  insa ‘quan=

tion in prices

Ces, we are !
‘dary.” ‘
. Quoting from the -Communist
's memorandum .-on the -
in. 1955,
Mukerjee pointed

possibilities of
along capitalist

Comrade
out that “the
development

lines, and that within the limi-

"tations of

- is Rs. 111 crores.” p

- 'of unemployment

the present economic

structure -of India .were un-

quéstiopabl'y ] lim_ited.”

wpood imports total about
Rs. 218 crores for the first two+
years - of the .Plan, a':‘ldA.the
budget provision for this year

<

«the backlog -
is~absolutely
frightening, and the number -of

‘ vOn employment,

" .employraent . qpportup,ities to

‘e created is:going to
., ‘under’ the -new
*" - thipgs.” .

I
¥

is goi diminish
scheme -of

On prices, he said that it
was absolutely e crimingl
-matter that the Government
had failed completely in hold-
ing the price-line. “Whenever
.the employers wanted a price-
increase, Government  gave
. them their ‘pound of flesh,
‘ed. some improvement in the
* amenities, naturally the wor~
ker was. described as being
traitorous to the interests o

the community.” - - )
" On ‘the tju‘estion :of foreign
aid, heipointed out that “what .
“we are doing row is to n}ortj

=

|

"gage our future " development.

but whenever g worker want-

' |.%x FROM FACING PAGE
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We have to pay about Rs. 100
crores every year from 1958-59
{0 1962-63 only by way of re-
payment of the loans which we
have taken. Now further loans
are being.. added, which will
mean that for a long time our
entire foreign exchange resour-
ces will be spent up in repaying
the present loans. : :

v

Mortgagiﬁg
Our Future

i
i
i
I
i
.

"«The terms of foreign aid .
‘also indicate'a character which
is not particularly wholesome;
the .interest jis exorbitall:\t, it is -
5% per cent plus one Der cent

commission -on World Bank °

loans, which compares Very

badly with interest charged by
Socialist countries, for Soviet
aid. implies only 2% per cent
interest, and there is no ques-
tion of a commission.” ; :

. L
Comrade Bhupesh Gupta in
the Rajya Sabha warned against
thé danger . of overde;‘:endence
on foreign aid and instalnced the'
report of the World Bgnk team
on the ' Plan to illustrate the*
point. He pointed out how the
report called upon the| Govern-
ment to stop further industriali-
sation in the name of ‘consoli-
dating the economy.
Communist speakers in both
houses emphasised the import-
‘ance of land reforms| for in-
creasing food production. Criti-
cising the nature o£<t‘he Teap-
praisal attemped by ’the Gov-
‘ernment, Comrade Gupta said,
“We find that there }s an at-
tempt to justify almost all the
61d policies; and salient features

~
This, book
comprises records
of che . interviéws '

granted by N. S. Khrushchov ‘
‘to foreign news correspondents in 1957
and.those of his speeches dealing.with problems

7'« of . Soviet policy

* _Available with :

foreign

t.." % PPH, Private Ltd, M.M."

1 .

and  interpational relations.,
) i : .

S

Road, New Delhi, * P.P.H. Book-

: ' stall,’ Bombay—4. * National Bnok Agency Private Ltd, Caﬁcuﬁh—ﬂ.

‘% New 'Century Book House, ‘Madras—2. - Visalaandhra
House, , Vijayawada. * Prabhat Book House, vEmal;ula.m.

. . Book House, Patna—1.
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Publishing
L]’ People’s

of the Second Pland and of

planning in general. The crisis
of : the. - Second Plan s
not a foreign exchange crisis

only or even  a erisis - of
resources ..... these are only
the  manifestations .of ~“the -

deeper underlying crisis through
which the Second Plan is pass-
ing....  In other words, the

. symptoms of the crisis wh\ich

the capitalist - economy in its
present phase of decline is
suffering are before us in full .
operation. ..."” Lt
. Repeating the warning
which we gave in 1955, Com-
rade Bhupesh said, “The Plan
is mainly linked with the'
. capitalist . market which is
 crisis-ridden. This will adver-
i sely affect the stability of
{ prices’ in India and result in
i'the continuation of umequi=-
¥ palent exchange in our fore-
ign exchange” ' " -
. ;

Pointing “to the- -danger of
-overdependence on foreign aid,
he said that “first of all, it does
not ensuré  the overcoming of
our economic dependence. Sec-
ondly, it allows. certain. anti-
national forces to dig in our
economy and condition - their

economic activities not accord-

‘ing to our natioral interests,
- but primarily according to the
_interests of the powers : that
control such.an economy ‘or in

" the interests of foreigners.”

Change These
Polictes

He pointed out that much of
these foreign loans had gone,
" not. for. building capital indus-:
tries as for providing such con-
_sumer goods of industries of a
‘secondary nature, Communist
_speakers’ called for an over-all
-change in policies in regard to
taxation; land I
‘public : administration; etc,
-without; which it was pointed
out nothing much could be
achieved. T

< x

The last session’of Parliament

‘was remarkable for-the number

- of issues initiated by Communist
Members through the medium
of nor-official business. '

" Three important Bills were

introduced namely, The Com-

pariies (Amendment) Bill, The. -

Criminal Procedure Code
(Amendment) Bill and the Mo-"
nopolies ~ and Unfair Business
Practices Bill.

The Companies = Amend-
ment Bill was tgken up in'the
Rajye Sabha in the name of
Comrade Bhupesh = Gupta.
The Bill sought to amend Sec-.
tion 293 of the Indian Com-
panies Act which enables cor-
porate bodies to'subscribe to
the funds of political parties.
In -an exhaustive speech illu-

strated with quotations from .

various judgments of the
Bombay and Calcutta High
Courts, Comrade Bhupesh
Gupti - appealed to the con-
science  of Parliame:m\: to
amend the Act to prevent
companies from contributing
_to the = coffers of political
parties. ’

As ustal, . Sri Lal Bahaddf™

Shastri in replying to the de-
bate did not think it wise“to
amend the Act. After aill Con-
 gress"fias to exist and -without

the:-money from dhe Tatas and

. here that while

reforms, trade,

X

_is another

slightest pretext of political as- -
sociation - ‘with the Communist
Party, Sri.Ramadhyani was just
warned, by the Gévernment for
conducting himself in such a-

instance of gross’

~ political discrirninztion—by the-.

’

Birlas, pérhzip‘s the Cangress -
“brand of Socialist pattern would
‘have been dead long ago.

A non-official | resolution in
the ‘name of Comrade Lalji
Pendse on  industrial relations
was moved and- discussed in
Rajya Sabha. . e

. Another = resolution oh the
control. of monopolies in the
name-of Comrade P. Kunhan
was moved and discussed in the
Lok Sabha. :

‘A resolution in.the name of
Comrade “T. C. N: Menon on
taking the awards of Industrial
Tribunals out of the purview of
High Courts .and the Supreme
Court was moved. )

Still another resolution on the
welfare of Youth was moved

"by Comrade C. M. Panigrahi in

the Lok Sabha, Comrade Pani-
grahi also raised a discussion
on the decision of the Govern-
ment to stop doles to East Paki-
stan refugees. .

Dn’s’criminatidn
Whese ?

Comrade- Bhupesh Gupta
raised the conduct of Sri R. K.
Ramadhyani, - Secretary of tp‘e
Information and Broadcasting
Ministry, in writing = a highly
malicious ,article about the
Communist Party in the Amrite
Bazar Patrika of August 15,
1958. It is interesting to note
hundreds of
ordinary empolyees of the Gov-
ernment are victimised on the

L
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Congress:

‘in the USA to please his
American benefactors did not
escape the attention of the

| Communist M.P.s. - His now-

notorious interview with the
Time 4nagazine, which - but
for. the Communist M.Ps

. would have gone unnoticed

- in this country, ‘in which he
shamelessly abused and mali=
*gned the whole Indian people
was the ‘subject matter of
- various adjournment motions
and Short Notice questions.

- statements

Similarly - his

about the position of Quemoy

and Matsu also was taken up
and the Prime Minister ‘was
forced to restate out fundamen-
tal ‘position of support to the
principle of China’s. sovereign
rights over Taiwan; and the off-.
shore Islands. - o

. R [
This in-short is a brief record

—a record which ~we can be. -

proud . of—a -record of vigilant
strugglé in defence ~of dero-

" cracy, independence and the

vital interests of India’s millions
of working ~people-—the work-
ers, peasants, . middle class em-

" ployees and others. -
3

. No doubt pitched against the

400 odd members of the Con-

gress Party, the 30 Communist:
" members of the Lok Sabha may.
what. .

look insignificant.. But
gives courage and effectiveness

to the Communists ® is the 12 -
in the country. -

million votes
which they represent and the:
vast amount of goodwill and

democratic sentiments of' our .

people._ .

* . X FROM PAGE.12 - .

tory of strategic planning
in capitalist countries, Fran--
¢ce, the USA, etc., these cor-
“rupt infliiences manifested
themselves. Different mono-
poly groups bribed the Gen-
eral Staff of these countries.
to over-empphasise the role
of the particular imple-
_ments they manufactured.

In’ France; the role of the

air force prior “to World War
I was overemphasised because
an aircraft manufacturing
-monopoly group heavily bribed
the French - General Staff.
This introduced: ufievenness in
the composition of the French
forces. ) R

‘countries over the main roles
of various arms. The sinister
_hand of various monopolies

conceals iteslf behind a thin

veneer. B

International interlocking of
monopoly groups:renders the
_national _defence® secrets. sus-
“geptible to exposure and leak-
age and thus

mine the national defence.
" Fhe private sector if per-

mitted to monopolise or allow-

Occasionally a controversy
. flares up, even today, in.these

tends to under-

ed to enter the defence sec-
tor of the economy, will seek
_opportunities . to unleash ‘th;e
forces of war, create artificial
- national = and ~internatidiral
tensions to secure:
war contracts. Such industries
-ih private hands always thri-
ve in war or its
‘period. ;

 Indiay should steer clear of
these pitfalls. Co :

I talked to several work-
_ ers and lower category exe-
°. cutives from the ordnance

factories. They all displayed
a high sense - of - patriotic

duty and a sense of justifiz- -
‘what they have

i, ble pride in

achieved.

A foreman said: “We were

told by an. ex-Defence Minis- .
" ter that we cannot do it. That-

. was way-back in 19047.-We have
done ‘it though we know we

have yet a.long road to cover.’

We are learning and each
passing day gives us confi-
dence.” - . :

to the visitors. They deserve
our, pong_lfgtulatlons.' S

o

Sri Morarji - Desai’s antics .-

profitible-

preparatory

It was & heartening scene -
to: see -these youhg Indian.
workers displaying their tools-
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. -of States embodied

."the: provisions’ of

" Diserimination

" allowed because

~ stry, -against’ :
Party. and -against - the citizens. .

i - ¥

- . which came’
.. Cominunist-le

for the
role. of different parties
their reactions

 for consideration. “Th
' . Gommunist-led Government . of Rerala as the dominant
. * political reality today was amnply reflérted in the proceed-

. ings of Parligment this session. It provided an i

' The session of Parliment iohich has just ended wai
. remarkable for the number  of ’

important political issues
‘The existence of the

opportunity

eople of this country t0 evaluate objectively the
es in relation 10 this reality and gauge.
to the eéxistence of a non-Congress Govern-,

ment pledged to defend and extend the economic interests
-and political rights.of the vast masses.of people.

e HE session showed conclu-

‘sively - that the Congress

_ «Government at the Centre and
the 'Congress Party *have not’

.reconciled themselves 'to the
‘breaking °tf -‘fhe‘:mo_nopoly of
:political power which they had

hitherto wielded in the country
- :and are perpared Yo go to any
* “léngth to regain their.lost posi- .
‘tion even’atsthe cost of throw- -

_ ing to the winds all the accepted

“norms-of patrliamentary . forms

and conventions and fhe Tights

stitution. )
" The session starfed ‘with two

- - :adjournment motions moved by .
. "Dr. K.’ B. Menon of the:PSP'and
_*Comrade S, A."Dange of the * -

Communist: Patty; * T

" What Dr. Metion wanted was-

Pblatant - intervention by. the

+Centre in' Kerala under ‘Article ~

355 0f the Constitution. He said,
I Kerala there is no respect

~ for. fundamental rights; there is

7io regard for ‘'human life- and

“ there is no : -allegiance . to the

Tile of law.”

He invoked “Article 355 which -
‘imposes “on ‘the Union Govern=-. '

ment - the responsibility of’see-

“ing -that the -administration of.

the State is carried on undef

tion”.

s Comrade Dange, Leadér.bof
_the Communist Group in Par-

‘Miaient, moved an adjournment

£o. discuss the statements issued
by Pandit Nehru just a few

~"days before the commencement
\of the session alleging the exist- -

rence of a widespread feeling of
,:insecul'ity in Kerala. )

Agaiﬁnt Kerala

Comrade D@ﬁge " exposed

".. ‘the discriminatory attitude of -

ithe Prime Minister -and the

"\ «Central Government towards

Kerala:~ and-pointed - to -the
- :Housg that “when - law and
order -is. violated ‘in other
- States this discussion is dis-
they are
- -under. Congress Ministries;
. but if law and order is viola-
: ted in Kerala, the discussion

is allowed because it is under

‘a Communist Ministry.”

| Comrade Dange while refut-
ing. the charges of political
‘murders made by Pandit Nehru
outside the .House and Dr. K.
‘B. Menén in the House, pointed’
out: the 'discriminatory - attitude
-of -the - Prime Minister: “These

- statements ™ encotirage ~ certain

“élements there to violate -the

‘law and order against the Mini-
the Communist’

TS’qch sta'_tements (that of Prime
Minister Nehru) become: an ine
terference and. encourage ele-

ssituation. .. .

. \v",‘When:"a PSP ‘member was .
murdered - in Barabanki, . there

OCTOBER 5, 1953

in the Con~

the Consﬁtu_f

-ments ;> there " to worsen -the -

" was no rowdyism and disorder
anywhere .and no interference
by any person. When two MLAs,
one of -them a Congressman,
were murdered  in'Satara, the
Prime Minister or ‘anybody here
never .complained' ; about law
and érder breaking down either
in the Bombay State or UP.” -

‘The- ‘Congress and PSP

. protested " against” the ' al-
leged. ~violation ' of = funda-

. mental ' rights ~in_ . Kerala,
had mo  face to* meet the

challenge : which’ the Com-

 nunist_Party put before them
in the shape of two adjourn-

‘ment motions on’ August 12
and 13—on¢ dealing with the

calling out of troops to break

labour strikes and the other

- wpith the’ serious’ situation in
Ahmedabad. - - e

led out .said, “This matter
should be gone into thoroughly
if not -on this adjournment mo-
tion, then by " some other me-

i

v

R

L
'thoé{,' The role of troops in
. labour disputes has now become.
a very-acute question. We have

‘ two recent cases, one in Jam-

-shedpur and the other in Bom-~
bay in connection with the port
and dock workers’ strike and
also in Madras. The subject is
now before the people in a very
sharp manner, as to.whether

" the troops can be called in.any
labour: dispute. ... The military -

becomes a force at the-disposal

of any.magistrate to whom a.

call is made

; by. any employ-

However, when the issue was

. squarely posed before them, the

Government _and the Prime

Minister tried to get out of the

situation stating that the deci-
sion lies. purely with the local
authorities and the.Centre has,

no hand init! . - N

Their -
ﬁypgei'is'y -

-, The' men who showed such
solicitude for the rights of the
Kerala people, clean forgot all
such . susceptibilities- when it
came to the ‘reign. of terror in
Ahmedabad - let loose by the
‘Congréss Government of Bom-
bay. | . T

Exposing the hypocrisy * of.
Congress _leaders, Comrade
Dange said: “The . thing- has
happened - in a province like
Gujarat and especially in a city
like- Ahmedabad about which
everybody. knows - very well—
the Home of non-violence. ...

) Comra'de-*Dangespea’kiné on’
the motion on troops being cal~.

*, sphere.

P

“There -was ‘firing last year

and people have started wor--
. shipping -the martyrs. Thou-

+ sands- of' men ‘and’ women lay

« 'down’ flowers- - there and offer-
- worship and this is sought to'be:

rémoved. It is an attack on a
- fundamental right
liberty and creates insecurity in

“in. a State governed by a very
nice '~ Congress.  Ministry....”
Naturally, therefore, Congress
Governments cannot violate
anything : o

-

The Privilege
Motion .

The discriminatory attitude
of the Centre against the Kerala
Government was once again de-
monstrated during the- episode
connected - with the’ privilege
“motion moved by M. R. Masani
against Comrade E. M: S. Nam-
boodiripad, the Chief ,Minister
of Kerala. )

t

The Congress Party axid the
N showed -
scant respect to constitutional

Central Government

propriety and conventions by

its equivocal stand in regard to .

the telegram sent by the Chief
Minister of Kerala to the Gov-
ernment of India. There was no
longer any sanctity in the con-
vention that all communications
between States and the Central
Government were privileged

and- civil

a State like Bombay. It happens

ther in the field of foreign aid,
the

Congress . . has  moved

consistently- .ixi a reactionary "
- direction even -in relation:to-

earlier policies ' formulated .in
the -Second | Plan, ' Industrial

example is the case of the Ship-

ping Bill, the new. concessions

" announced for foreign investors,
policy on land reforms, ete.’

. This session saw the worsen--
- ing of the food 'situation thro- -
ughout the country ang the rise

of .vast and - powerful '~ mass
movements in U.P.; Bengal, etc.
These movements  had their
echo in Parliament and it’ goes

to the credit of the Communist -
_ Members of  Parliament , that

they could correctly -and- effec- ‘
y ~a. graphic 'description of the.

tively - spotlight the “situation
and bring the impact of these

movermiénts to bear 6n the Gov-,

ernment. )
Such’ @ coordination- of
mass: - activity outside and
, struggle ingide - Parliament is
‘rare to . achieve., But when

eved, it puts. the problems
- dealt with in correct-focus
-and ' jorces the Unwilling
hands of Congress Govern-
, ments at the ~Centre  and
States- to move, albeit imper-
fe_ctly,‘- to concede some- at.
léast of ‘the demands of the
‘people. -~ T

.. ;Duri{ig this - session there .

s - P
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oo

documents not subject _-to the
scrutiny - of Parliament. -

The attitude of the Central’

G_ovgrnment was correctly
described by Sri P. R. Patel,
the Mahagujarat M.P., who

pointed his accusing finger at )

. Pandit Pant and said: “So far

. ‘as Congress Governments are
_c_oncerned you are not prepa+
fed for anything, but if there
is anything against the Com-
maunist Government you jump

-upon it T

‘Retreat On
Economie Fromt
" ‘But the retreat of the Con-
gress from accepted democratic -
ideals and sound parliamentary
- conventions was only one side

of the medal. The other side-

was the retreat from the cheri-.
shed policies in the ecoonmic

.In every sphere of economic
activity, the Congress Govern-
ment hds capitulated before. the
exacting demands of ﬁdreign

and Indian Big Business. Whe- -

@ﬁmmmmﬁs@

to purchase.”

- were two food debates—oné in

" the Lok Sabha and the other in
the Rajya Sabha, -In addition
there were “a number of ad-
journment- _motions in . both

.Houses concernifig - the imme-
diate issues, connected-with the
food movement in UP. "¢

N e D
Speaking in the Lok Sabha

on the food "position in the

country, Comrade S. V. Paru-

lekar pointed out that the food .
Mis far ‘'more grave, .

situation
‘far more -acute. It has covered

" the entire country, and what is
. more, it has beconie chronic”

" Comrade Parulekar. ‘ven;xmel

rated. two important causes for -

".the food crisis which" we face
today: “One is the problem of

production of enough foodgrains

. to meet the minimum require-
ments of the people. The second
-aspect -is the problem of mak-
_ing available..: all marketable,
surplus to the people.at prices
which are within their capacity .

 How should ~we ‘tackle thé
problem ' “The -failure to- in-
crease production is the failure
of the Governinent to carry -out
agrarian . reforms. - The failure

planning, or industrial ‘policy,

Policy Resolution, etc: Such fof -

such 'a coordination is achi--.

F_PARLIAMENT

: tion: water were

also~among the
- causes. ... C

Government ddopted go-to
the benefit, not. of the tillers

--'of the-soil who constitute the.
- ovérwhelming majority, but .’
to the bénefit of @ very minor..” - .

" section. Secondly, the hoard~

. .prices. -Unless their activities

‘“-are eliminated, the problem..
" of the food crisis canndi~be

solved....”
ghastly picture: :of famipe in.

.and people-have been dying of
i.starvation. B

.E‘;’M e L

* The “Tood _’problem figured
- again in the debate in the Rajya

! Sabha and Communist mémbers
-Dr. Ahmed ‘and Abdur Rezzak
khan spoke. . -Describing the
_situation in U.P.,  Dr. Ahmed

said: “When I come to my State-
where not hundreds, but thou- - -

_ sands of peoplé are coming into

| " the streets clamouring’ for food -

 —what is given to them is not

" 'food but stones; what'is given © ;
to them is lathis by the police; / ™

and not food.”’

- Sampurnanand - Ministry treats

tion of ‘law and brdef, and un-
less-thig agitation is withdrawh,

_: nothing cdn be done.” Thissums..
_ of the UP. - -
.. Government-to the problem -of

up the attitude

%

food for the people.

On this question again, one

" saw Congress going back on

its proclainied policies. Wind~ :

ing up the debate’ in the
‘Rajya Sgbha, -one sow the

" spectacle . of Sri-Ajit: Prasad
. Jmin publicly calling ahdlt.to
. land reforms in the name of .

‘increasing - food productioh”

of the measures, taken. by Gov-
" ernment in‘respect of providing -
cheap ‘credit, cheap . manure, .
-miner irrigation works, irriga-.

-

\“Thé medsures whick the.

e, the monopoly . merchant -
and the speculator can.mani=-
pulate the market . and.the.

Comrade Sarju Pandey . gave = -

"East: Uttar Pradesh, where 75..
_ per cent of the population ‘have
" been living on, grass and roots

Dr. Abmed showedl how . the

" the food problem. “It is a ques-:

N

while the Comgress Working™™ 1 - '

Committee passes Tesolutions ™ '
reforms:

- stating that land
' should be an -article of faith

-with the Congress!

which ‘took place in Parliament
.was in respect -of- the -Second

isaw the Government
; down in abject surrender to the
! yested_interests, .both foreign
and .Indian, in its anxiety to
‘placate them. . , Cos

" Describing the situatjon .in’

" the country supposed to be ad-"
vancing under a planned deve- " .7

" lopment programme, Comrade

- -'(aniinued on fdcing .page)

Db

‘Along The Line in

NEW AGE ~

* Andther . important _debate

Five-Year Plan, Here again we’
comings
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Shanti Prasad Jain fer together to support the PSP stake was. Chief Minister-/ . rotra, President of the trusted. lleutenants in -

funds. . .+ . candidate, Sri Mahamsya .ship. . . Muzaffarpur ' Town' Con- . Bihar? -Or will - they not"

S Prasad and defeat Mahesh vBut.wm:all these prepa- ~ gress Committee, who Te- . find time for that, preoccu-.
~ Now, remember the back- : : : rations even to him it must  leased it to the Press, and " pled as they are with prea-"

-

|~ Will the Co

General Elections, just
three  days before -polling
.was to commence iri Bihar,
four leading dailies of the

_State created a sensation

by printing a' letter. The

Indian Nation printed a

photostat of the “office,

copy” of the;letter. B
. - J R

Ietter-from Comrade Eama-
vatar Shastri, Cmmunist.
candidate for - the “Patna-

in Calcutta -purporting to
make out plans for mur-
.dering Congress 'Minister
‘Mahesh Prasad = Sinha,
using student groups for

the purpose, and  black-

mailing Tata, Dalmia and .

N the eve of the last

"It was supposed to be a -

Minister of Bihar. Of all
the. Congress Ministers of

the State, he was the most .

hated, particularly -after
his role during the students’
struggle in Patna. ;

It was already being,
forecast that Mahesh Pra-
sad was to succeed Sri Sri

Krishna Sinha in the Chief -

M:nister’s, .gaddi. Congress
tickets had been actually
distributed with the idea
of strengthening Mahesh

. Prasad’s group in the Con-

Muzaffarpur
where he was the candidate
had assumed a special im-
portance, in fact it was

_considered to be the deci-
‘sive contest in Bihar. All
the Left parties had come

Prasad. ;
‘Money had- flown into

Congress side. 'On February

13, less than a fortnight

before polling, there was a
widespread rumour in Pat-

na that six lakhs of rupees’

. had been withdrawn from

the State Bank and sent to .

. 'Muzaffarpur. From' Nehru
and Dhebar down, many
Congress leaders specially

visited the constituency to’
ensure = Mahesh ~Prasad’s.
victory. Muslim leaders and’

bearded Moulvis - thronged
to the constituency te in-

" the order.of the day.’
"~ Mahesh Prasad was tak-
ing no chances—what was

at stake for him - was not .-

just membership in. the
Assembly, what was at

have become clear as poll-

" date, :
was meant to discredit the .-

ing day came near that,

chances of - victory ‘were
slender. Hence the appear-
ance of the so-called letter
from a Communist candi-
whose publication

Commaunists and the Left
alliance which was working
to defeat him. .
* The Communist. Pai
then itself came ount expos-

ngress bosses give an explanation? |

in an autogfax;:li ‘book.

_ 8ri C. D. Tiwary, Judicial
Magistrate, Patna, has now
“jn ‘his” enquiry report said: .

" «Taking all; the facts into

ing this letter for what it -

was—a clumsy .forgery. -
The people, too, gave

their verdict—Mahesh Pra-

sad .was defeated.

made its observstion., .
- Comrade Ramavatar
Shastri, immediately after
the publication of the “let-
ter”, had filed a complaint
against Sri Prahalad Meh-

who-had ‘got- his signature

" consideration
appears-to.be a forged one. -

the °letter

Prima facie .,.the - accused:

persons are:liable for the -
_offences-of cheating, - for-
..gery, using as.genunine the.
forged document (which is -
- known to be forged)- and-

defamation.” :
The enquiry
recommended that the two

‘Parliamentary - Constitu-  gress Assembly Party. fluence the Muslim voters. - .
ency, to one Mr. P. C. Ghose - Thus the contest in the  Physical terror and orga- . Now, one-and-a-half - persons against whom the
constitnency: nised gangsterism became  years latef, a court has also - - compiaint -had .. been filed

be summoned for trial on
these -charges. - o
‘May we expect some com-

‘ment from Dhebharbhai-

~ or other Congress leaders

. on this conduct ‘' of their -

" one Ramanand Chowdhry -

‘ching morals to the Com-
. munists in Kerala? -

. report‘ has -

the constitnency—on the.

.
PPN

The Statewide direct action against the food policy ..
of the West Bengal Government wascalled off on
.+ September 27 after a number of important - conces-
~ sions had been won from the Government. =~
THE «law defiance” move- to fight blackmarketing, check
. X' ment “was . launched on. .profiteering and thus have an
. September ‘15 under the aus- effect on the prices-in the long ..
plces of the Price-Increase run” ’
and Famine-Resistance .Com-
. miftee (PIFRC), which con-

) P _ sists’of the representatives of
.
)

i
s

™= e

® Additional. agricultural
~ loans amounting ~to one
crore’of rupees will be distri-
buted over and above the Rs. -
1.90-crores already distributed’
- Of, this additional amount,
_Rs. 30 lakhs will be disbursed
before -the Dusserah and the . :
rest in November. The provi- : o IR
sion under this head in the ' ; o B
current budget was only Rs. provement in agriculture and
60 lakhs. The PIFRC had ask- production may alse be bro-
ught. about if the cooperation

ed for Rs. five crores.

© Gratuitous rellet will be of these committees is really
made available to all taken. Thus, certain steps may

needy persons who cannot be be taken for a more lasting

employed in test rellef opera- solution of the food crisis.”

In case foodgrains are’ - :

not availabie for payment,’

‘cash payments will be made.

Sio .- 7 _all Lett -partles. The PSP,

L i~ however,.backed ' out at the
(I “last-fhovement on the plea
{ -+  : - ‘that<he “uspal defiance of

oy Section 144in Calcutta will
" not achieve the desired objec-
. - uve!’? "j . . Lt - . -
" The Governmert climbed
. down only after the strug-
. gle had continued for ele-

" yen days, daring which 2,068
‘persons in. Calcutta and

. "about 5,500 in the Districts
sourted arrest. and faced

. police repression. Masses of  tions,
people. all over. the State

. actively supported the mo-.

FOOD STRUGGLE WINS CONCESSIONS

. % From JVAN BIKASH ROITRA -

urging upon . them “to re- -
- member that whatever gains- '
“ have been possible were the
" vesult of the popular move- .
ment,” it warns them ‘that .
. ¢if popular pressure is not -
. maintained and vigilance i3~ -
not exercised, it will not bo .
possible to consolidate™ the. .
gains of the . movement or
even to force the Govern-. '

ever, agreed - to increase- the

allotment. for October by
. about 10,000 tons - over and
above the 110,000 tons already
allotted. The Centre has been.
asked to make this additional
amount available for October..
The State Government has
also asked-the Centre to re-.
lease some smount from the

The statement further says v
that the PIFRC expects that
.not only the Satyagrahis will

vement. g oo ; November stocks in the hope

¢ N : mmodi- - : .

Among those who defied the @ g;: Eﬁm&alcogﬁol othe that fresh stocks will be avail- be released but all those ar- ment to implement its pro-
: . : rested’ in -connection with the T

able in November. . mises and carry out ifs

. 077 .0 1aw-were about. 20 Opposition
; L i price of atta and an Ordinance commitments.”

“MLAs and a Very large num- ;"o nrol ‘the prices of other food .movement in - recent

months under - the .Security

: “ber-of women: On September e e - : : . v
. " "25.alone, as many as437 wo- gls: ?nﬂg :::;:éfgu:: Szgln"‘:: Defianite . Act or the Preventive Deten- - - The statement, therefore,
. men from working class, P8~ 1. agccent of the Centre is Gains tion Act will also be released. calls upon the people “to con-
pape . ’ ‘ ’ tinue to hold meetings - and

) has not agreed to the be~
“lated demand of the State
Government  for increased
alloeations  to West .-Bengal.
.gmounting to 152,000 tons. of.

‘cereals for October alone. The Egpes con=
State _Gyvernment has, ‘how- trolled: In" the long run, ,_i.In-;,

L. ‘titute the biggest guarantee
- that = proper ~distribution of
foodgrains under Modifled -

°  Rationing or through other

. - -forms of reHef will ‘be Hence-
T forth assured and these Coms~
. o ,j-mlﬁteeiwmmsohqampan‘.

. v

- sant and middle class families E . . B e
L h e iea arest .n Calcutta, Icodved: TRIS 15 expected - o LieRC says in a . The statément greets the demonstrations and to orge;
Sl . They were led by the ~Com= ",y "prepe i3 confident that statement that “althongh it = people of West Bengal for- nise local food: volunteers as -
n Vil - munist MP, :_COmra!de Renu it the Government re ally puts cannot be stated that all their splendid = response to part of the popular food cam- -
.- Chakravarty.. . . . these measures into operation out minimum demands have the call of the PIFRC. While - palgn.” . . . :
R whe | SR GSGstom  fm aie b Congl § ~
: hese Are @ committees in implementing  HU G‘.’ e. °pt h‘m o e =7 .
T ¢ 00“0955‘0“3 _the provlslons of these lefis- overnmten' 33‘5;13 . - 7 o [ IR B
N o lations 1s taken there will e ek e e w definito . EN . E : ‘@ E 1@ 9 . |-
e eloris' . @ marked improvement in the - e . SRR |
R t;yT?lfe g’@‘:ﬁg& img'eed:, to price levels. . .. galn _for.the movem_ent." M AT ik e »_0 i
@. Popular ‘Committees con- '@ Rellef to the flood-affected  wnye welcomging these m RINDUSTAN TIMES® Correspondent reportéd to - |
L . sisting, among others, of ‘f‘s‘:ﬁ?:ggb&eglggé%&e' gains, the Committee consi- - fll % his paper of October 2 :. o
o . . E () - 4, T . . . ! - R
SvooL oo -;lﬁéggr?iﬁnﬁ set ouppbat all Nnment's existing stocks, dex;:a;liu:esgﬁ gvre?mtsn or:mivn; E _ “FATEGARH, Oct. 1—Mr. Ramnivas Singh, sub- -
L i - - Jeyels—from ‘the State down Which will be adjusted against po s the guarantee tordhe inspector attached to the Farrukhabad Kotwali police - -
o e - evee  eion Tevel. down PR allotments from the men guar station’ who is alleged to have recently beaten Mr. [
.7 . ... .. :to the Unlon level. future that if the Gove! nt Yirh tarim' :
Cd L isof the opini Centre for which the -State aiides -by its promises, res- Virbhan Sadh, member of the Antarim' Zila Parishad -}
. .. - The PIFRC is of the oplnlon & cernment has already ask- e the‘y D omittees Il executive and the State Industries Board and 'a pro-
' .. that If these Qommltteiﬁs_ a_fle ed.. . - . gﬁgt Ay gop"se o o bmmie ot ap. minent_Congressman of Farrukhabad, has been sus- -
' glrlg;a?rdsp?}l t,mtﬁ:;l?%vm e @ The Central Government and the l:esggns i ow!:i -pended ‘and transferred to ‘Etah-under orders of the -
2 ' Food  Enquiry Committees  fIl - U ‘Government.? © o .

We hope the Correspondent has made no niistake
about the place hecause our impression was that such
. jnterference in administration. took place oply in i

Report are. noted .in the
months to come, procurement
will - be ‘assured, check .
hoarding - and profiteering
established . and






