S IT is no accident that the
"+ 2 publication.of the Con-
gress President’s correspon-
dence with Kerala’s Chief

Minister has synchronised
with the Parliamentary de-

chief through the press and

" Minoo Masani from inside
‘Parliament functioned to-

gether. ;

The Congress President sup-
plied the “facts” and with his
Gandhian accents also tried
to create ‘the atmosphere
while the Parliamentary de-
‘bate ‘'was meant to clinch the.
“issue: - The final result desir-
"~ .‘ed was to clear the path for
* “Central intervention against
“‘the Kerala Government.” This
" foul . political game of Te-
“actionary - anti-Communists
from inside arid -outside the

" munist Chief Minister of
Kerala and the: Communist
. M. Ps inside o .
"Parliament .
_ have success-",
fully exposed. -
.the whole” -
game: the an-.
. #-Commun- .. - -
 ists refuse to accept the demo-
-.. cratie’ verdict of the Kerdla
electorate and”let their duly

normally and peacefully.

" gri-Dhebar - has cited seve-
o “jneidents” but refused-to
. take the responsibllity to state
that they had a “basis in
truth” and Instead insists.on
his “cumulative impression.”
No honest person can disagree
with Comrade Namboodiripad

wonder if ‘this is an approach
‘worthy of one who Is sincerely
anxlous  to base himself on
tmth-" L. . » .
Sri Dhebar has loudly voic-
ed his preconceived prejudices
{hat the Communists because
- ot their very principles could
. not be loyal to the "Indian
" Constitution. o

NO RESPONSE
Comrade Namboodiripad
rightly refused to discuss with
such a. personality the-ques-
tion of the “fundamentals of
our or your picture of -demo-
cracy” but expressed
eagerness to.seriously’ discuss
“the question of how to work
parliamentary democracy 8S
we have all jointly -evolved
. and we all want to preserve
and work.” ‘There - was no
positive response from -the
Congress President; for his
sole purpose was anti-Com-

munist -smear ‘campaign  and

not honestly thrash out ways
and means of defending and

strengthening Indian. demo-.

cracy.
.. 'There has also been no ans-
wer to Comrade Namboodiri-

pad’s straightforward ques--

- tion: “is it a part of the

Constitution, or is it not, that
" different political ~parties, at
_different times, . be able to
- carry on the administration
" of-the country.’’ He hit the

nail on the head when he eit- -

. éd the well-known instances
* in the post-1953 period-when

fhe. Congress Party andthe” ‘ed “iito -the lobby behind ..

bate on Kerala and the pri-
_vilege motion. The Congress

Congress has failed. The Com-.

elected Government function'

when he wrote in reply: “I-

Union: Government under its.
leadership violated or stretch-
ed too  far well-known and:
elementary . constitutional
conventions to prevent -any
non-Congress Government
coming into power — for
example, against .the United
Democgatlc Front in Madras,
the way the non-Congress
Government in Pepsu was
bundled out, the manoeuvres
. to 'keep the Congress in power
in- the Travancore-Cochin
State between 1952 and 1956°
and latest in Orissa.

The real danger to Indian

demoeracy comes from the’ -

. Congress intolerance of other
parties and the lust ' for the
monopoly of power. The Con-
gress could win over or break

“up its own dissidents or par-
ties of the Right by its misuse
of power and patronage but-
is now faced in Kerala with a

Government that has the solid °
support of the majority of the .

people and a Party that can-

not be bribed, nor browbeaten
N : nor

and hence the

resort to wild

attacks. -

other, & very
sinister as-
whole game, The

pect; to this
know that

- Congress -leaders

- the people of Kerala cannot be.
mobilised against their Com- -
munist Government, theyhave - -

~ tried it and failed. The Con-
gress leaders know that it will
be no walk-over for them if
_ they used constitutional provi-
sions to oust the first Commu-
- nist Government, from power,
. foritisbacked bya principled

party which leads not only the -

majority of people of Kerala
but has widespread influence
‘in all the. States and is: .the
major opposition Party of the

. country. Besides, the mass of -

neutralists wish well of the

Kerala Government and want -

it to .succeed. The anti-Com-
‘munists, therefore, hope that
their anti-Kerala Government
campaign will encourage -the
Kerala officials to defy the
Communist Ministry and bring
the administration to a stand-
still. Kerala's Chief Minister
has highlighted this as a real
danger. . .

__Here Is-an issue that con-
~¢erns not only - the Com-

his ~ munists but all Indian demo-

crats, What will -happen-to
Indian democracy-- if the
buresucracy is used - against
-an ¢lected Ministry, and if the
administrative . apparatus . is

- subverted for petty. partisan.

.aims? :
THE CONSTITUTION
.More, the indian Coﬁstf-

tution is not being respected

but ignored when the Congress
leaders seek” to discuss- the

law and . order - situation in.

Kerala inside the Union Par-
liament when  this subject- is
‘peyond its jurisdiction and
when it is never permitted in
the case of Congress Govern-
ments in the other States,
- despite much worse situations.
.. It did not bring credit to
our democrafic - institutions
and practices when the majo-
ity of Congress' M.P.s' troop-

broken

There is an- -
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Masani - after discussing the

privilege motion against the.
Kerala Chief Minister, - -
Political commentators have
noted that a few  Congress
MP.s voted with the  Com-
-munists, the Cabinet Minis-
“ters’ remained neutral, that
Pandit Nehru personally
pleaded that the motion. be
not pressed. The real ques-
tion is: how has it come to
this that the majority. of Con-
gress MP.s followed the lead

anti-Communism

‘tion.

{ .
of' a person -like Masani,
confirmed spokesman of the
American -Lobby. who has got -
into our Parliament ‘under
the Jharkhand banner and
not --their leader - Pandit
Nehru? Constant preaching
and unprincipled practice of
. inevitably
lead to such a shameful situa-<

“The . Parliamentary debate
and ‘the Dhebar-Namboodiri-"
pad. - correspondence - would

<

_a - Have done - great good if ‘
‘it they make all non-Com-

munist -democratic elements,
and above all Congressmen,
think anew and afresh. No
tricks can oust the- Kerala -
Government. No slanders will: -
provoke our Party. We, Com- "
munists, will seék every.
opportunity to cooperate with: .
all . democratic elements- to ° .
make a success of democracy -
in our country.. . T
) -~ (December3) . .’

. - . : .. ? - . o _“ , . R - P
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@ From Our l_)dnespohdeht'

* After Mundhra, Shanti Prasad Jain. The pri-'
vate sector crusaders are being badly let down by .

nate — he is reported to be

making his papers disappear.

Dalmianagar seethed . with

: Palam.

. _Wicked tongues from the -
town tell the tale of a truck- -
load of papers and files that

were immediately carted off
‘to the paper factory. Un-
ceremoniously they - were
dumped into the pulping
machine -and soon enough
.reduced. . to pulp! Rather
strange raw-material! But
‘we are sure there is nothing
more to it than increasing

‘paper production and sav-.

ing' the nation’s foreign ex-
t:l;gnge. : L

More economy is reported-to

be practised.in the offices -of
_Santi’s empire. Typists for-
merly typed three copies of

.each document < one for dis-

patch, one for the office, and
the last. one for the personal
file far  remozed /from the

“‘office and its disloyal;eyes.

_Now in the interess of aus-

terity only two copigs are to

.be_made — one"for despatch,
the- other for. the same in-
accessible . personal " file. - No
‘documents are -to be kept in

hope ‘this won’t lead to lay-

off of redundant filing clerks. -
Even if we can believe that

Sri Jain is keen on economy
and is a wizard at savings and
accounts’ we wonder if this
+story is not another slander.
against - the innocent? .

People are far .too prone
to draw parallels.  They say:
‘that ‘Mundhra seéms to
have had his TTK or per-

their patron saints. ‘All-of

these profit warriors untouched. They seem rather

to obey Marx and run almost too true to type: -
OOR Mundhra_tried to’

N Pwdlsappear, but it seems. .
Santi Prasad is more fortu- .

activity no sooner was the lord "
of the place apprehénded at .

the office reference file — we .

-|-u-i‘-l-+-|-t-i-f-l-_a-f_-I«H-l-l-l-'-l'-f-H-|-|-'+-|-|-g-l-l-‘-f-M»-t+*+¢++++++++#§++++9+++-&

tary. They- are crude enough
to insist that Santi Prasad
is also well-placed and be-
- gin to look closely at .the
Cabinet. . Some even lack .
ordinary - - decorum - .and

.

B S TR e
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-

L-oox, at- this ‘picture
again. The man was
not born blind. Till recent-
1y he could see the sun and
the sky and the people
* around- him. Now — now it
_is  darkness, total darkness.

eyes — one by one — till he
was blinded.. He was hit
‘with stones and tortured. .
This is ‘no story of the
ancient- past nor did it
_happen in . Communist-rul-
ed Kerala. o

The victim of this media-

»

India’s spiritualism leaves

haps some other high digni- -

: 'H‘his Happened Hm Andhra
" incident took place inthe

*  Kaditi talak of the Anant-

. - Pradesh. The perpetrators

" crime - which they = have

' ago,

' set on’ fire by them. Mem<
Pins were driven into his -

"pgwerful landlord.

-l--i-'-_r-l-l--r_-r-q--ri-++-|;+-H-++-i--|_-4--é+-_|-ﬂ-+_++++++h-§#+

stage-whisper that the pure

and prim Morarjibhai eon-
:tacted the- Reserve - Bank - .
:bpsses"and‘_"stopped' their -
instructing- . the . Punjab. *°

~ National Bank to remove

. Santibhai. L

/This is' téo much for us, we .- ..~
just can’t  believe this. of a:
_man who had the guts to tell
an American that all Indians
were -cowards.. But oddly -
enough, people go on talking.. -

*

B e e

¢

PRPPTEPET

/

eval atrocity is'S. Lirigiah.
Chetti, -a _merchant. The

s
Lo

Pedaballi village “in i the-
‘pur District - of Andhra

ARl il dd ol ol d g

of the crime were the goon-
das of a local landlord.
And this is not the first

committed. They are noto-
rious:for terrorising - the
villages in this area. . -

Just three or four:months
a harijan hamlet - in

N

this area was deliberately

bers belonging to all par--
ties raised this incident in
the legislature. The Minis-
ter admitted that the event
had taken place and said
the Government was. look-’

-ing into the miatter. = -

- It'was after this that the
very same people have now
perpetrated ' the ' present
gruesome crime. Obviously
‘the Government which pro-
mised -in .the -Assembly

. 'stern. measures - dared - not
do anything against ' the
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If the INTUC General .Council’s session at Jam-
shedpur, from November 21 to 23, was meant to be a
demonstration of its strength and a counterblast to the
Jamshedpur Mazdoor Umon, it has proved a total

failure.

LABORATE arrangements
‘had been made on the:

- Bari Maidan, the traditional

meeting place of the Jamshed-
pur -working class. This sim-

’ ple-lookmg ground, flanked’

on one side ‘by TISCO’s -blast
furnace, wore a_ gala appear-
ance - with scores of neon
lamps and the colourfully-
decorated pandal. Al the
devices had been pressed into

.service to attract the attention

of the people, only one thing
was. lacking — the response.
from the heart which' every
Indian worker breathes for
everything that he considers

" his-own.
.. The Staff Correspondent of

the Indian Nation was frank
enough to admit that “it. made
me inquisitive to know the
reasons for such little res-
ponse from the labour . side.”
That was in connection with
the preparations for the Coun-

) c1l: meeting. ~

The preparatory “rally held

' theé Sunday before the Session

-

began,” and addressed by
Michael John, a former Presi-

_dent of the INTUC and_its

leader in Jamshedpur, drew.
“hardly five hundred.” ‘When
Press Correspondents asked
for the reason, John explain-

- ed, “the gathering was less he-

- cause of many reasons, parti-

B “cularly dué to the: Chhath

festival and a clrcus camping
here.”. .
Inadvertently perhaps John

"'had shown some sense..of

‘umour. Chhath-is a women’s

" festival and the men had gone

- -to the circus.* And so the cir-

.General

cus in the Mohulbera Msaidan,
% mile ‘away, was closed down
for the' three days of the
Council  Session.:
Luckily for the Chhath festi-

val, it escaped a ban order be- -

- cause it was already over.

If an inquisitive Correspon-

. dent had pressed the probe a

little further, John would have

- found it difﬁciﬂt to provide an~

explanation after ~'what “1ap-

- pened on November 22.

© - kers live.

- Two Rallies

—The Difierénce

Oon that day the Jamshed-
‘pur .- Mazdoor . Union .i'had
called a mectmg. In the

. " working class area of Sak- :
- chi, neither the Bari Mai-

* dan_; nor - the Mohulbera
Maldan (one . occupied by
the INTUC and the other by
the Circus) was available
for the meeting.. So it had

to’ beiheld in. G- Town, an

upper.middle class area far
away ‘from where the wor-
Yet. about 10,000
workers flocked to this

" meeting addressed only by

" the local -leaders while the
INTUC rally. on the 23rd at
Bari- Maidan, ‘with many

:all-India celebrities on the
could attract only :

dias,

5,000, 2

So much about the " utter
failure of the- demonstrative
aspect of the INTUC session.

“The - principal objéctive of

" the session was to abuse and
slander the ‘Communists -and

- - PAGE TWO

' BBOOMSTICKS
| RS heartened by the
Prime Minister’s thun-

the AITUC in particular and
the Left forces in general.

Sri Gulzarilal Nanda set the
tone for this anti-Communist
propaganda. He-8aid.thit th
Code of Conduct-¥as no'aj
tional obligation for the
INTUC. It was the Com-
munists and other parties who
were committed to abide by
the terms of the agreement.
If they violated it, the INTUC
should tell the country that
the Communists were - not
abiding by the Code of Con-
duct.

Nandaji had probably left
the “violation of the Code of
Conduct file” in the Ministry’s
office in Delhi. Even then from
memory, he could have cited
to his audience as to how
some of the INTUC leaders "

" and activists had been resort-

ing to gangster methods of
beating up their opponents in
the various parts of the coun--

e...
“'of the IN‘I'UC?

FR()M OUB COBBESPC)I\DENT

try such as in Sirpur Khagaz- survive just on the basis of

-nagar and Kothagudam in

Andhra Pradesh, in the min-

"ing areas, especlally in Orissa

and in Bthar. =

‘Was it that Sri Nanda did
not have the  courage to do
some plain. talking to the

INTUC? Or was it that he

“‘willingly set this_tone as “one
of the ‘senior-most workers”

Goebbelsian
'l‘actics

Repeat a he as often as
possible to pass it off as
truth—the INTUC seems to
have adopted this Goebbels-
ian tactic. Build up a cam-
paign of lies and slanders
that “others” are violating
the “Code of Conduct” and
organise “volunteer corps”
to beat them down — this
seems to
line.

But with all that, its sinking
prestige must have brought

the realisation even to the.

INTUC leaders that they can't -

be the INTUC's °

anti-Communism !

More ‘than anything else
they have seen the’ workers
turn their faces away from the
Congress and- take' to the path
of struggle against Congress

- policies. which attack even
their meagre standard of liv-
ing. Gone are the days, when
the INTUC leaders could
benefit by tom-toming their
affiliations with the Congress.
That relationship today is be-
coming -more of & lability
than an asset. The very venue

- of the INTUC General Coun-

cil Session, Jamshedpur, has

been a significant example of -

the disillusionment of the
working. class masses with the
Congress. Hence it was thab

. at the session there was quite

some talk about the separate
identity of the INTUC."

President Ramanujam  de-
clared that the “INTUC: was -
not a part of.the Congress.”
Angd as far as the Government
is concerned, especially 'as an
employer, “it has proved by
its conduct"recently that it~

will ' understand

—ne—
—

derinigs last Sunday in Cal.
" cutta against the “so-called
protagonists | of - private
enterprise” whom he warn-

ed that in the path towards.
the alluring Socialist' pat-.

"tern, “we will brook' no

obstacles and if there are
any, we will sweep them
out with broomsticks.”

And the same day I read -

in a copy of the American
journal, .Business = Week
‘dated November 15, a spe-
cial article entitled “India
Masakes Bid for U.S. Capi-
tal.” It talks about “signs

“Even’' New Délhi’s* ‘natio-
nalised . Life ~ Insurance
Corp. has emerged as’.a
major financier’ of new pri-

vate. companies and’ ex-.

pansions of existing_ plant.
For one thing, it under-
- wrote $ 1.2 million of the
$ 2 million plus:stock 4ssue’
of Calcutta’s National’ Car-
bon Co., the highly success-
ful a.ﬂiiiate of Unfon~ Car-
bide.”
Apart from what. the
article calls ' “the recent
‘sobering wup’ in economic
planning,” it tilks about
. “the shock effect of recent
events in other Asian coun-
tries.” .
And ;so it gives its own
analysis ‘of the "Indian
scene:’ “The eclipse of the

of a brighter investment
. climate in- India.” : :
As an example  of this _
salubrious’ climiate, it 5dys:

Socialist partie's, the de--

cline in power of Nehru’s
Congress Party, the Indian
voter faced with the un-
pleasant - choice of. growing
Communist control or, as

"in Burma and Pakistan, an
army take-over. Thus, they
look favourably on signs
of a ‘Right-wing’ -political

. movement, primarily spon-
sored by business.”

Business Week no doubt
has benefited e lot by
Morarjibhai’s ° voyage of '
discovery. Sandwitched as
he was during his trip by

“Birlaji on one side and
Shantiprasad Jain on the
other, Morarjibhai must
have inspired Wall Street
with enchanting visions.

So, however much Pandit

Nehra may talk of sweep-
ing out with broomsticks,
his, own Socialist pattern

is in danger of being snuff-

‘ed out by such movements
“primarily = sponsored by
business” both - Swadeshi:
nd foreign. - .

ROLL oF HDNOUB :

WHIL.E both houses- of
Parliament got excit-
ed over poor Shantiprgsad’s
hard-earned . fortign ex-
" change deposits (wasn’t he
doing a national service
bringing -in -more foreign
exchange than he took:
out?), Communist leader

de-bag another Press baron
‘—Sri Ramnath = Goenka,
the Indian Express Dpro-
prietor, whose son "and
daughter-in-law - got en-
tangled in some other for-:
elgn exchange scandal. -
The monthly average of
forelgn-exchange- - . racke-
teers, according to the

Government’s: own figures,
ccomes’ to 49. I wonder
what ‘an impressive ‘galaxy -
will be:in view if their
“names are publicised, as .
Sri- Mahavir .Tyagl has.

Bhupesh Gupta tried to -

suggested. Such a roll of
honour will no doubt spur. -

us on in the race . for the

" The beauty of it all is
that if you wanf a pass-
port to visit. the Soviet
Union or People’s China,
there will be no end to the

‘Socialist pattern.

‘police . investigations and .

harassments, and at  the
end of it all, you may get
one which is valid for one

trip. and that toe to be

completed in two months.
But have you ever heard
of Shantiprasad Jain's
passport being seized? How
inscrutable are the vaga-
ries of thxs ‘Socialist pat-
tern'

TATAS’ TUBN

UITE a stir is created .

in the newspaper world
by the report of negotia-
tions betweeri the British
firm of Andrew Yule and

the. Tatas for the sale of .
‘India’s -only British-owned

daily, The Statesman.

It is no doubt time for
the Tatas to own a daily.
From blast furnaces to

" washing soaps; the empire

of  the Tatas .needs an
organ of its own and ‘no
doubt -the Statesman will
fit into the role very well.
The free Press that we '
have in -this country pro-

vides free play .for big -
‘money. The Dalmia-Jains,
:the Goenkas, -the . Birlas :
. and now — if the. deal
- comes through — the Tatas

will +dictate the nation’s
‘voice..
Do they fear, at all the

Prime ' Minister's broom-
:stick? I wonder.. - .

—-DIARIST "

only the

language of pressure, of strike
or. threat of. strike.”. Hence
“the INTUC .in its approach
will make no - diserimination
between _private employers

" and the Governmmt as an

employer.”

The real import of this de~
claration has to be sought in -

the present position of the

-INTUC. in the: State sector. In

Bihar, for example, where .the .

" INTUC has lost heavily to the

AITUC unions in the steel,
engineering and .coal indust-
ries, its position is perhaps the.
weakest -in, the State Sector.
All this- talk about being a
body separate from the Con-
gress and fighting the Govern- -
ment- 23 employer is in an
:.ittempt to- retrieve its posi-
on .

But here again sheer .
repetition will not prove’

that the INTUC is not con-
trolled / by. the Congress.
Even the Congressite Amrita
‘Bazar Patrika has editorial-
ly called on the INTUC “to

- think whether the organi-
sation’s relations with the
parly in power are a Source
of strength or of weakness.
Why is it that the member-

ship of the INTUC has re-

mained as Mr. Ramanujam
said, ‘more or less stable for
. the last few years’?” The
situation is, in fact, more
serious because unlike what
Sri Ramanujam said, the
membership has been fall-
ing substantlally.
Even while trying to appear
as the defenders of working
class . interests, the INTUC

need not be expected - to
.change any of iis methods.

‘What is going on just now in
Jamshedpur is an instance.

The INTUC there is in the

" midst of negotiations with the
‘TISCO management for dear- -

ness allowance increment. It
is said that the Tatas have

* turned down the demand. But -

neither the fact that negotia-
tions are going on nor that
there has been a breakdown
has been made public. - If the
negotiations ° succeed - the
INTUC leaders will come be-
fore the’ workers parading the
increased dearness allowance,
If there is a breakdown they

will go in for conciliation. In" -

either case the INTUC leaders
will not’ allow any mass pres-
sure to be built, up by the

. 'workers.

Any mass pressure or mobi-

_lisation to be effective has to

be a united mobilisation. But

this is precisely what the

INTUC has set its

face
against. » R
Against T. U.
Unity

Srl Ramanujam made the
wonderful observation that no
unity is possible between the
INTUC -and AITUC because
the “objectives and methods”
of the INTUC were “in com-

plete hérmony with the: tra-

o . people.” o
D sl Ramanujam was origl-"', )
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ditions, .culture and aspira-

tions of the Indian people” -
while those of the ATTUC were -

“alien to India.”

It was: only left to this
philosopher to tell us that
‘the growth of such mono-
poly houses as those of the
Tatas and . Birlas and . the

confinued existence of Bri- |

- tish -economic. interests and

‘the denial of any struggle -

.against them are also “in

complete. harmony with the--.
traditions, culture :and aspi-- -
Indian s

rations... of = the

- Again

" pointed to the dangers

- If there: has ever. been a smgle act of any forelgn
‘ Power constltutmg a positive threat to India’s secu-
rity; it is unquestionably the U. S. military aid to

‘- Pakistan. That threat has grown with every new

' shipment of U. S. arms to Pakistan and now, with
an.unbridled military dlctatorship in saddle across

T our borders, we face a serfous situation. Prime Minis- -
-.ter Nehru is right when- he calls for “v1gllance’

~then, something ; more than v1g11ance is needed.

OR one thing wlth the
abandonment.in Pakistan

"of even pretences to a normal,
. constitutional’

Government,
not to speak of the most com.
plete suppression of ‘all ‘politi-
cal parties, all- checks and
restraints in the way of mili-
tary advejturism are gone.

" The decision of peace and

war now rests with one man
—General Ayub Xhan.  No
wonder- that General Ayub
Khan did not pause even for

- a moment, in his /Karachi
Press Conference of October

31, to declare that if necessary
he would certainly go to war
with India. He thus gave us

" - a foretaste of the: utterly ir- .

responsible and reckless ways
in which ' dictatorships func-
tion. However, let there be

" no mistake that it was really

the U. 8. arms that- spoke

* through General Ayub Khan'’s -

words.-

In every sense of the
.term Ayub Khan’s régime
is largely a creation of the
U. S. arms aid to Pakistan.
It is the result of years of

' American interference in
Pakistan’s - internal affairs.
The U. S. Journal, New Re-
public, . made a confession

* that is noteworthy.

" issue ‘of' November 10, 1958,

' the journal wrote: “FOUR
YEARS OF U. S. MILITARY
-AID HAVE : ALREADY IN-
CREASED HIS (AYUB
KHAN'S—B. G.) POWER
AND THAT OF BIS ARMED

* FORCES.” So, it is precisely:
“U. 8. arms which we have to

' reckon with, But for this
- U. S. arms backing ‘and’

. American interference = in
Pakistan’s - internal affairs,
the entiré course of Indo-

- Pak relations would have

perhaps shaped diﬂerently. :

We Warn

When - the 'signing  of -the

.U..8.-Pak Military- Pact was

known four years ago, we
Communists emphatically
the
Pact spelled out for India—as
also for Pakistan’s own fu-
.ture. Again we warn: only at
India’s peril can ‘we under-~’
estimate the - enormously en-
hanced menace of U. S. arms
in Pakistan. The entire strik-~
-ing power of .General. Ayub
Ehan and. his = adventurism

" both stem precisely from- the
U. S. arms build-up “in the

country over which. he is to-

. -day. riding rough-shod.

“The quantum of arms and
mjlitary. equipments that has
come to Pakistan is not ofti-

cially disclosed. - But.it is an.

open secret that the most

modern weapons of all types .
‘have been .gifted to Pakistan. -

.Much of the sabre-rattling
that goes on in Pakistan is,
of course, mere braggadocio.
Nevertheless,” there s some
considerable - basis for it and
we have to take serious note
of what Mr.J. J. Singh, Pre-
sident of the India League in
USA, informs. us. through the
New - York Herald Tribune.

Ina letter to.that paper of-

November 11 1958, Mr. Singh
-says:
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In its °

“It 1s unoﬂicxally ré-

ported that the USA poured
more than half a billion dollars
worth of military hardware
into Pakistan.” Half -a billion
"dollars are equivalent to
Rs. 225, crores! Besides,

we have the Note of the

Soviet  Government . which

speaks - of massive military

constructions in Pakistan in- ‘

cluding - large airfields and
even missile ramps.” For rea-
sons best known to himself,
Prime ° Minister - Nehru has
chosen to ignore the Soviet
Note and, oddly enough, quo-

tes Karachi in support-of his

inexplicable ‘attitude.
- The Soviet Note .apart, the
United States is, in broad
daylight,
country within its erbit
with heavy armaments in-
cluding nuclear warheads

. and missile ' bases., South
Korea and Taiwan have
already been geared for nu-
clear warfare. Indeed such
preparations are today
an integral part .of . the
grand strategy of the Bagh-
dad Pact and SEATO. It is

- - absurd g\magme that Pak-
/istan is an exception.
On the contrary, after the

fiascos the Dulles-Eisenhower:
Doctrine has met  with in’

Asia, the USA is. giving spe-

cial attention to Pakistan. At:

the London ° meeting-of the
Baghdad Pact Council in last
_ July, attended by Foster Dul-
les, it was decided to “streng-

then their defences,” us the
official communique of the
Council announced.: Dulles

signed the declaration toge-
ther with Pakistan’s Prime
‘Minister (now deposed) and
‘others of the same gang.

‘Directed
Against Us.

The point India ~must a1-'

ways remember is - that - the.
Baghdad Pact and SEATO are,
in the first * place,’ directed
against Indonesia, India and
the United Arab Republic
among the .
countries of the Afro-Asian
region. India is a particular
target of the Baghdad Pact.
These two pacts 'are instru-
ments of political intimida-
tion and interference, sub-
-version and aggression. This
was. demonstrated when the-
U. 8. imperialists © rushed to
help the traitorous rebels aga-
inst the Indonesian Republic.
This was agdin - exhibited in
the invasion of Jordan a.nd
the Lebanon.

Let it not be supposed that
India is safe and that -SEA-
TO and the Baghdad ‘Pact

«.are poised only against the

But-

equipping every-

ireat

uncommitted -

"'People’s Republic ‘of China.
and other Socialist countries.
India 'is confronted with
tightening aggressive align-

- ments, . inspired, organised
‘and equiped by the Ameri-

can and British imperialists
—particularly the Ameri-
cans,

- India has yet to adequately

and ‘effectively meet this chal-
lenge.

arms- aid to Pakistan or the

Baghdad Pact and SEATO-

are not enough. Actions, both

-at the Government level and

and said:

‘treaty. .
.advised to ‘take . comfort in
what .the U. S. authorities .

Mere reiteration of -
India’s opposition to the U.S.

- ce Secretary,

- A

“The U. 8. Govern-"
ment -have assured the Gov-
ernment of India .that their’
discussions now being - held -

with the Pakistan Goverhment .-

do not envisage ‘any military
. 8o, our people are

have been pleased to tell New .

- Delhi.

our External Aﬁaxrs Mmis-
try did not seem to .be much:
perturbed even when it was.
reported thatthe U. S. Defen-
Mr. MacElory,
was engaged, in " secret talks

by

| annmsn @wm

otherwise, are urgently called
for.

- Unfortunately, Prime Mini' -
ter Nehru would not see the
‘significance and efficacy of
such actions at this juneture.
-‘He would not go beyond gene-
ral denunciations and cppo-
sition—although the
side is moving in desperate
frenzy.

For example, when he was
asked.at his New Delhi Press

Conference of November 7, as

to whether he was going to

.. take up the question of mili-
tary aid to Pakistan with the -

u. S Government the Prime
Minister remarked: “I did not
think it negcessary to take that
question up in that form....
it .becomes. sometimes unbe-
coming for us to go on repeat-
ing the same thing in’ a for-
mal way.” i _

: Snlfprising ”
‘Statements

Nobody asks the = Prime
Minister, to do anythmg un-
becoming. But what, then, pre-
vents him from waming
Washington - that India con-

- siders- the continued military

assistance - to Pakistan as an.
unfriendly, if not hostile, act

. by the USA towards India.

The Prime Minister seems to
think that such a course is
not known to international
law. In point - of fact, how-
ever, international law is re-
plete with such precedents. -

What is even more surpris-
ing is. that when' the Prime
Minister was asked in the Raj-
ya Sabha as to whether: the
Government was aware of
continued and increased U. S.
military assistance to Pakis-

tan, his Deputy Minister sim- °
ply replied: “Such information

as we have received is to the
effect that the assistance be-
ing given is a continuation of
the previous agreements.”. -

" When her attention was

drawn to the reported 1a
about = a bilateral

Pakistan, the Dépity Minister

went to: the absurd length of . .
citing American assurances, ;

in Karachi for forging a mlll-'
- tary pact between his country:

other _

_with their arms -

~ sive military alienments in our

"4 national:’ necessity. This
.should  have logically follow- !

trick.

\ military: -
treaty between the USA and -

and Pakistan. Incidentally;:
these confabulations.went on;
in the ' background of Joint
exercises of the U. 8., British,
and Pakistani navies in the
Arabian Sea. Now the report
has come in Pakistan papers
themselves that the Pact will

" be. concluded by the. end of

July.

This surely is not how a na-
tion prepares to face adver- .
saries or a threat. All these
years of sweet reasonableness,
occasionally no doubt punctu-

<

BUILID UNI’I‘ED NA’E‘HGBNAE M@BHEHSA’H‘]@N 'E’QP MEE'E‘ ’EHE MENACE ',

_ated wlth resentfu.l accents

should have at least convin-*
ced -Prime Minister Nehru and
‘his Government that his soft-
spoken, mellowed diplomacy
does not at all . work -with"
Messrs. Eisenhower and Dul-'
les. They have. brushed .India
completely aside ‘and go on
‘supplies to -
‘Pakistan, as with their aggres-

part of the. world

. A Natmnal-

. greatly limits mass actions.

Necesnty -3

An eﬁectlve- and vigorous
expression of India's attitude,
diplomatic and otherwise, has
today more than ever- ‘become

ed even from Prime Ministér
Nehru'’s general foreign policy.
But it appears that certain
inhibitions, visible and invisi-

-ble, come in the way. India’s
.. growing reliance on U. 8. eco- -

nomic assistance plus the pull
of powerful pro-American ele- -
ments over the Government'
would perhaps - explain this
half-hearted -and halting at-
titude. It looks as though the
dol]ars have begun to do their

It is- essentla.l to take a

bold. ,stand against the USA

for its arms aid to Pakistan.

" ; for a number of reasons. In

- the first place, such.a stand
“of formally declarmg U. 8.
-actions as " unfriendly will
focus the world’s atfention
on this issue and thus en-

.be said of the

" Asian Solidarity .
‘India’s friendship and -coope-:"

g
.2

publxc oplmon. Secondly, the .
impaet will -also be felt in’
the United States itself:
-where * popular discontent - .

.poli_cy of - “positions of
. strength” is growing
-as the recent’'American elec-
tions have indicated. Third-’
ly, such a firm and active - -
. line on the- part. of India“
_ against. U.- S, aid to Pakis- -
tan wﬂl immensely streng-"
" then " the anti-imperialist
forces "in . the latier country, -
the forces that seek friend--
ship and accord with India.
Needless to say, this ques="

. tion of military aid and all
ageressive U. 8. designs must'

be persistently raised in-the
United Nations. India’s repre-.
sentatives in the world orga-

- nisation more often than nat

omit to do this. The same can
| ‘Indian lega-
tions abroad.- This creates a
serious gap in India s foreigrn

“policy:

Another form—and that is
_extremely mportant—througn -
 which India must answer the
U. S. machinations is by coris-~
tantly . .strengthening Afro-: .. -
as well as. -

ration with the Soviet Unicn, -
the People’s Republic of China--

-and other Socialist countries. ~ -

The great constructive force -
of ‘this line’ in intemational'

- affairs has in the recent period - '

with the Eisénhower-Dulles :

__masses against the U. S. mil,x-'-.. o

‘mains,. at best; Lo
‘legving such matters entirely . =’

- Pakistan is one issue.over .. . ..
.which, happily there exists [

', against the U. §. arms deli- -

aiready been ampiy displayed'_'

k3

—-l-in the Suez crisis, for exam-_ R
ple. . L :
It-is a matter of deep dis- .-~ A
" dppointment’ that the coun- . i
_try’s biggest and ruling party— o F
‘the Congress—does not consi- - -

der it necessary to rouse: the

tary aid and ‘other aggressive R
moves of -imiperialism. It re-’ C T e
an: onlooker -

to the Government  and this
inaction on the part of the
Congress as an organisation

Yet the U. S. military aid to ..+~~~

unanimity of the entire na-
tion. But this national unani.

.mity has yet to ’ be matched ik '
“by equally umted mass actions .
Organise . . o
Protests TR

What, therefore, isof sup- i
reme importance teday. is to.
bring about .the broadest -
possible united . national .
mass mobilisation: agamst i
the U. S. arms aid to Palns-n‘-
.- tan. ‘All political and popu-~"-

lar forces need to join their

hands in organising - coun- .

trywide protests  ‘not only

verles to Pakistan but also ...

‘ against’ every' move .of the - -
“.Baghdad - Pact and SEATO, : T
The interests ‘of India’s in- . =~ . . ¢
dependence - -and . security . B
pose before the nation this-

g'reat and subhme task. .o

fable us to rouse the world December 2 1958 s BT
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| AND NOW'S. P. JAIN

. DALMIA and ‘Mundhfa are

facing trial for misusing
their. positions and resources
as leaders of business and in-
dustry. They were no-isolated
cases. Our Party has been
pleading and proving over and
over dgain- that the uncon-
trolled capitalist set-up cannot
but produce more and more

~ eriminals of the same breed..

On November 27, the Rindu-
stan Times broke . the news<
that Dalmia’s son-in=l1aw, S.P..
_Jain, has been ordered by the
Reserve Bank to quit his place
as -the Chairman of  the
powerful _Punjab National

regulations and the - amount
involved about half-a-crore of
" rupees, which was illegally
" maingained in foreign ‘banks
outside the country. - -

it The shocking scandal was

tiken up in Parliament and

" Feroze Gandhi along with 13

MP.s of various parties pur-
sued the matter with relent-
less vigour. . o, - _

. parliament was told that

" . Jain had not beenasked to~

. ~oquit the* Punjab National

* Bank. . :Everybody in the

.  Lobby and outside 'com-
‘. mented that Jain was being
" protected by a powerful per-
sonality inside the. ‘Cabinet.
New - facts, -however, came
out. They are the following

* and they tell their own tale.

The Reserve Bank had
sanctioned ! him only -$ 1,400
_but on his person were found
cheques worth §$ 2,800. He tried
- to. snatech and destroy his
papers which the officials had
. seized.. o .

. sri Gandhi suggested that ..

" the amount involved was Rs.
50 lakhs, deposited partly in
 the USA and partly.in West
" Germany. Under the law, Sri
Jain owed an income-tax of
Rs. 40 lakhs and should fur-
" ther pay ‘& penalty of Rs. 60
lakhs. S

.8rl ‘Morarji Desali, -however,

stated that no direct investi-
gation with foreign banks or

businessmen will lead to any’

_results nor the attempt to find
out the truth through diplo-
matic channels is likely to
, sucgeed. The Governmen went
on parrotlike that the matter
o was under _investigation and

“-the right thing would be done.

Interpellations also reveal-
 ed that during 1956-57 there

were 1,319 such cases and -

during 1957-58, 1,556. Congress
woman M.P. Mafida Ahmad
- was informed that the Go-
- vernment had no proposal to
., prevent people who indulge in
such anti-national activities
.from being invited to State
‘tunctions -at.the Rashtrapati

. Bhavan. . o

" §P. Jain has ‘been caught

i

November -9,

the Government of India

sincerely regret the .error
report. :

' EDITORIAL BOARD AND

- Bank, that - the offence was (A
. violation of foreign exchange. '

red-handed. He cannot es-
- cape. The point now is to
first get at all the links he
“has bailt up to swindle the
"country and above all to get
at the throat of his political -
patron and protector. Mun-
dhra is in jail and - T.T.K:
out of the Cabinet. Indian
public opinion has to ensure
that S.P. Jain is made to
answer for his crimes. and
his - political patrons also-
meet  their well-deserved
fate. ' : :

|

" THE FORMER
RAILWAY CHIEF

O N December 1, fﬁ"i‘liament
wa$ rocked again by an-
other scandal. The - famous
Calcutta firm of Bird and Co.
received & contract of Rs. 11
to 12 lakhs from the Railway
Board and on the same day
he retired from Government
Service, the Chairman of the
Railway Board joined duty in

‘a fat-salaried big job with

N the report on the granting- of ad hoc licences .
to Messrs. Fedco Private
a serious error. has crept in. A corres-
- pondent has informed us that Finance Minister Morar-
. ji Desai’s son to whom reference
. ¢ is not connected with Fedco Private Ltd., as a Director.
'8 But the gross irregularities-violating existing rules and .
_ Yegulations mentioned in connection with the granting
-of these licences are correct and we would still request:
to place all the facts about

this before Parliament which is in session now. - We
that crept into our original

Bird & Co. itself.

. How could the officer have .

‘joined the firm on the . very
same day he retired from

Government service? Was he -

negotiating with this firm

while in Government employ?

Was it proper. for the Govern-

ment, to allow-its senior offi-

cers. to join business firms

which had direct or indirect

dealings with it? “Why was

special leave given to this for-

mer Railway chief to join the
.firm which had received good.
orders. from the
‘Board itself? These were the
‘questions - that worried MPs
.of all parties.

The answers of tﬁe Railway
Minister did not safisfy any-

one including the Speaker and

he has fixed another hour for
further discussion.

Ex-Defence Minister
. Mahavir Tyagi exclaimed:
“This is- a matter of great
importance. I am afraid that
the. administration is be-
coming too slack. We are

- doomed!”

The ' incident has dramati-
cally pointed to where the
Congress policy of greater and
greater . concessions to -the
private sector is leading — the
private firms are corrupting
the public services more and
more, even the tallest of the
officials unders the Congress

sist the temptation. Such is
the set-up- and such are the
example that are being - set.
The righteous indignation of
public opinion must compel a
proper probe into the affairs.
of the :Railway Ministry and
its leading officials who have
inévitably to deal with the big
construction orders.

1td. in our issue of

is made in the report
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dispensation are unable to re- -

" Chief

~ .UNDER THE

campaign among the MLAs is

} AW being carried on by l;g{h sllcll‘;s,
NY LAW " tells the: opposite tale. The
COMP‘A VY. Congress crack in' UP. thab -
P ' has rejected began with th;, fgsod aﬁgtgx;
: - has grown an res! r
the non-official resolution et unpredictable.

to limit the contributions of

business firms to political par-

ties to Rs. 5,000. The Congress

"penches- tried to justify such

contribution. The mover -ad-

.vanced the argument that the
- Government had advanced

Rs. ten crores each asloan to -

TISCO and the Indian Iron - o

and Steel Company free of
interest, because they fre-
quently contributed- to Con-
gress Party funds, while 6%
per cent -was - charged from
poor peasants on taccavi loans.
The debate, however, won an
assurance from the Govern-.
‘ment that it would itself-spon-
sor the leégislation to make all
company contributions to the -
funds of political parties pub-
lie. - :
During this week, the
" annual report on . the.ad-
ministration of the Coms-
panies Act was discussed.
Both Congress and Oppo-
sition M. P.s complained of
"the “lenient attitude” of the
. Company Law Department.
.Members felt that the new
Act had not substantially
improved. the management
of companies. Public com-’
panies. were converted . into
private = companies, the
funds of one company wcre
being recklessly invested in
other concerns, textile mills
were closing' because of mis-
-. management, there were
companies that failed to
_submit their profit and loss-
accounts and balance-sheets
-regularly “dnd properly.

Sri Lal Bahadur Shastri was
compelled to agrée that his
department had not been
“stern” with such companies
and promised to deal with
them “more strictly.”

The irregularities disclosed
in the working of the Com-
pany Law administration are
enough to necessitate a tho-.
rough parliamentary probe -
but the Congress Government
on its own will never propose
one unless it is compelied to

do so. It is under such con-
‘ditions that the Dalmias,
Muondhras and SP. Jains -are
bred and fattened. A thorough
investigation into the affairs
-of Indian business concerns
will help to bring the private
sector to some account at
least. : S
. A )
INSIDE THE
CONGRESS

ON November 27, Acharya

Jugal Kishore from UP.
came to meet the Congress
President’ to seek - permission
from the Congress High Com-
mand to niove a vote of no-
confidence within the party
against Dr. Sampurnanand or-
for a directive to him to seek
such a vote himself.

On November 30, the UP.
; Minister = announced
“'that ‘within a week or ten
-days, he would seek the ver-
dict of thé Congress Party on.

‘¢ a vote of -confidence in his

leadership.

Both sides claim that they
are battling for prineiples and-
not for pelf and power. The
way the raging and- tearing

" NEW AGE

‘feelings.”

‘In Punjab, Master Tara
. Singh threaténs to mount a .
- morcha for the Punjabi

Sooba and has’ denounced .,
the Akali -Congress alliance,
he has even threatened to go
to the UN. From the other
side, the Arya -Samaj has -
been talking of a “Guru-
mukhi_ bookburning” cam-
‘paign. The C
sation . stands paralysed,
pulled . by - the Sikh com-
munalists on one side and’
Hiridu communalists on the
‘other.. The Communist
" Party, however; is’ valiantly
fighting them both and for -
the way-out. (See page 6).
The biggest news this week,
however, is from: - Andhra,
where the Congress -dissidents .
headed by. four = ex-Ministers
have launched a big campaign
against the ruling group of
Sanjeeva Reddy and threaten-
ed to join the Opposition par-
ties. ) . ’ ;

_In their recent meeting the
dissidents passed a lengthy
resolution criticising the Con-
gress organisation and admi- .
nistrationin Andhra and deci-
ding to organise -Congress
workers' conventions at taluga
and distriet levels and. mobi-
lise “public support and voice
their genuine complaints and
They have decided
to take up both inside the
party and on the ficor of the
Legislature “people’s problems
and find solutions for them.-
and thus make supreme efforts

to save democracy which is in *

serious danger today.”

These developments in UP.,
Punjab and Andhra have
rattled the High Command.

. IN KERALA

. K‘ERALA'S Minister for Law

and Order disclosed in the
State Assembly from which
side the real danger to demo-
cracy was coming.. The Chris-
tophers, the Christian volun-
teers, were being trained in
the use of sticks and other
weapons. “Certain -communal
bodies were also organising
similar volunteer . bands. It
was widely reported that wea-
pons were béing imported_ in
to the State through the’

.- Cochin Harbour and by train.
i The Congress leaders’ pas-'-

sion -Egainst the Kerala Go-
verirhent is well-known. But
whom do they seek to defend
in Kerala? This was revealed
by Kerala’s Chilef Minister

when he stated that the Union’

Government had .advised
against the nationalisation of

. foreign-owned plantations. He

also disclosed that the British
planters - were, “however, not
interested now in developing
the industry in Kerala as they
were concentrating in Africa
and eéxporting all their profits,
etc. ‘The Kerala Government
is looking into the matter and
we all will hear about it more.

The Kerala Panchayats Bill
was published this week. It
provides for 2 unified and de-
centralised system of adminis-
tration  of village affairs
through the ‘Panchayats. It
enables them to function
effectively as units of local

embracing-

self—GovemmenC
all aspects of village life in-

cluding agricultural, economic
and'sgclagr service activities,
collection of land revenue,
maintenance of revenue.re-
cords, and formulation and
implementation of Community
Development _programimes.
. No other State has given
the panchayats such powers.
No other Ministry is pre-
: d to trust thé common
people, at the grass root
level, - so much. Were the
Congress leaders out to
defend or resist democracy

ongress organi-__. - when their spokesmen in- -

Kerala declared their oppo-
sition to such a Panchayat
Bill? e
More. The Congress has
entered into an alliance with
the PSP .and is trying ‘o Tope
-in the Muslim League 88 well
to contest the. coming pan-
chayat as also &all other elec-
toral contests to defeat such
progressive legislation.

WHITHER
PSP

S RI Mukut Bihari La], pre-
siding over the U.P. Praja
Socialist Conference echoed
the .Masani-Dhebar line “‘on
Kerala when he accused our
-Party of “interference in the
“work of the judiciary, politi-
-cal murders, improper utili=
sation of the resources of the
State,” as “some of the un- -

democratic methods which are .

peing used by the Communist
rulers to .strengthen their
Party in Kerala.”

His concluding peroration
was that the PSP “will alone
have to shoulder the res-
ponsibility of upholding
domocracy in the country.”
This was for the U.P. audi-
ence but in Kerala the PSP

- lines up with the Congress
and the Muslim League and
everybody else a;
duly elected Government of
the State. . P

*  New light has been shed’
upon the PSP conception of
democracy by Sri  Asoka’
Mehta who, after his latest
West European tour, dis-
covered that General . de
Gaulle was trying his “despe- .
rate best” to improve the pro-.
gressive forces in France. It
would be wrong to write him
off as a reactionary, accord-
ing to.Mr. Mehta, as reported
in the Hindustan Times (No-.
vember 29). He also went on
to say that India was far too
obsessed by programmes and
schemes, and that what we
really lacked 'was public

morale. “We are living in a

cradle of erisis” -

Asoka Mehta and his party
will have to wait till dooms-
day. The Indian people are
wise enough not to make him
their de Gaulle to improve the
national morale. All his new

- discoveries will only help-to

confuse and divide his party
more and more and honest
Socialists will find. their way’
to cooperate with the Com--
_munists more and more In
defence of Indian democracy.
We have no doubt that the
more our PSP friends discuss
+ the new formulations of Asoka
Mehta, the more they will find
. them repellant.
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, "report of the seizure

- almirahs’ and the room
- were sealed by them in 1935.

A ]E-xtraor‘dinimy -

~ question’ was raised there, And

-of the Temple who" is appoini-~ °

'DID THE VAL

UABLES

SEIZED. FROM

THE MAHANT

BELONG TO THE- TEMPLE ?

_ The powerful Mahant of the Nath-diz.)aral temple oas
zeﬁzér toﬁward.s‘. ileDse%i when the motorcade wi’:’;top;):g :
( , five mi om Jaipur. The Crimi fivesti

tioh Department men who hagu .:z o the s s

made_a thorough. search. And

jewélie;g worth Rs. 15 lakhs. An invent
spot @ fewellers are now making a valuation of the find.

;- The CID action touched off a
couple of events in quick suc-
cession, T
@ Two days after the seizure,
“the Managing Committee of
the temple made a telegraphic
request that it wants to see the
‘articles before they are handed
back to the Mahant. (Later they
said part of it belonged to the
temple.). ' B :
@ The Rajasthan ~ Cabinet
thought it necessary to hold
an informal meeting- after the
became
There is a background to this
incident to make it so import-
ant an event. When New Age
printed in March last year the
story of the treasure find in
the Nathdwara temple it creat-

~ ed a sensation. s

The Nathdwara temple is
perhaps one- of - the biggest
temples in the country, a spe-

cially sacred place for the de~ ~
votees of the Vaishnavite faith, -

many of whom come from the
.very affluefst top layer of. so-.
ciety. For years, nay for gene-;
rations, they have been giving -
bountiful offerings to the deity
of Sreenath at this: temple.
As a result, the temple today
owns estates and™ valuables

worth crores and crores of ru- .

pees. The temple trust- holds
many buildings in Bombay
which “fetch rent. It owns
huge tracts of land'in the Udai-
_pur Division, -which give rent
and revenue, Besides, the daily

offerings themselves came to-
- thousands of rupees. . .
~  When the former . Mahant

died, -the present Mahant was
only a child and so the -whole
estate went to a court of wards-
and the Udaipur State Gov-
ernment which existed then ap-
pointed a committee "of man-
agement. ) .

Two members of this . com-
mittee, it seems, placed a lot of
valuables in & room about
seven feet by seven and the
itself

‘When the present Mahant
came to age he began to ds-
gert his rights. Rumours be-
gan to be heard then about
the hidden treasure and that
the Mahant whose persuits
are said to be more materia-
listic -than spiritual—a repu-
tation which extends even. to -
far-off places like Bombay,
wanted to lay his hands on it.

Events "

Then in December last year
an - extraordinary . series of
events took place.

The Chief Minister of Raja-
sthan, ‘Sri Mohanlal Sukhadia,
went' to Nathdwara on a non-

- .scheduled visit “to meet. his

mother” as he explained later
in the Assembly when the

he. also admitted that during
this " visit he “naturaily called’
on the Mahant on a courtesy -
call” - R L
Next day, the Administrator -

ed by the Management Com-
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-'be constructed at Nandikonda,

_they were being taken away. .
Fiﬁqen days afterwards. the
Mahant is supposed to have
given q list of the things re- =
-moved. Highly suspicious—
said. the Press and’ public
very sharply, demanding &
thorough enquiry. :
Such an enquiry has not 'so
far been held, either by ‘the
Special. Police Eestablishment,
or even by the Chief Justice:
_of the High Court who was ap-
pointed for the purpose but
. about which some legal difficul-
ties- were raised by the Mahant.
Against| this background, the
_present s(‘eizure from the Ma-

being said that among ' the

lled the cars to stop
: things seizéd were gold uten-

cars were gold and
was made on the’

n
valuables. L.
- From where did all thesé
things come into the posses-
-ston of the Mahant? Is it part
of the treasure-which was re-
moved from, the temple to the

mittee with the approval of the -
State Government, visited the
temple along with the Mahant.
There the seal of the room was
broken and. all- the valuables
found there were allowed to be
removed to the residence of the
Mahant. - )

Not even an inbentory was
~ made of. these valuables when

inventory was made? . Was
the list submitted by the Ma-
hqnt ‘a false one -excluding
~many of the: valuables? Al
“the answers point only- to one

direction. . - ;
L : _

1 Crore Would Have Wiped Out Famine -
A Case Of ~Govt.’s Short-Sighted Irrigation Policy

: . p ¥ N . N
 © BY N. PRASADA RAO
o GENERAL SECRETARY, ALL-INDIA KISAN SABHA -

IS

 forts, but feet do not Water. S Kisan Sabhas
cros$ the|doorsteps” — thus + 7. 'Msahasabha and all
runs a.Telugu proverb. And The scheme was later organisations have agitated
it adequately describes.the accepted .and the reservoir for more than a-decade for '
Central Government's  irri. constructed, almost on  the . the construction of the High-
oy TIIm -IrTi- - fines suggested by Mr. Mac- Level Canal together with the
, hicy. kenzine. But the canal term- Gandikota Project. In fact, no
ed the High-Level Canal, re- other movement ~in Rayala-
commended by Mackenzie, ,seem& in the recent period-
disappeared: all that remain- 'was as widespread and broad
ed of that canal are the slui-' 8s this -one. The future of
32; tsm Itg:te ggméf btit%is g:ﬁ)nﬁg Rggla.laseema Atself was linked
Hon potential 1s belng deve- Level Canal, & low-level bl | n fhis frrigation project.
. - ) has appeared — supposed to
' irrigate about 700,000 acres in.

: e . the present States of M. :
Irrigated Area . and, Andhra Pradesh. "But
RBeduced - '

B
Ta

Andhra is one of the States
which has immense irrigation
potential. . But the manner in
which work is going on shows
the niggardly way.this irriga-

In. the event, the Gandi-
kota Project has disappear-
ed and - the - High-Level
Canal has 'shrunk, just to

- irrigate about 180,000 acres
of land. The . Central

. Government says that this
. is’ the  first stage of the
canal but_everybody knows"
that first stage in the lan-
guage of the Central Go-
vernment often means the
whole stage. Famine-ravag- .
ed Rayalaseema: will get

- little comfort from the pro-.
- ject as it is, - because the
huge waters of the Tung-~

hardly 60,000 acres are irri-
gated.

It is common talk that all
this is the result of the re-
glongl politics and self-
interest of some Ministers
who hold Ilarge tracts of
Iand ~that are commanded
By -the low-level canal.

Sri Khosla, when he was the
Chairman ‘of the Central
Water and Power Commission,
made his proposals for utilis-
ing the Krishna waters. The
proposal was for a reservoir
with a 590-foot high dam; to

which would irrigate more
than four million acres of un-

Irrigited 1and in Andnre. The C2mpaign In

_ NATHDWARA TREASURE -
- MYSTERY DEEPENS .

hant’s cars ti.u_'ow_sa,lot- of light  Anyway, there is . tio doubt k.
of the situation. Tt is generally . ‘that ail is hot well with® this *

sils, rare curios, ‘besides other -

. Mahant’s -place’ for which no’

uWQRDS cross. even and drawing 11,500 cusécs of ~  Congressmen,’ Coﬁuﬁunists,
: : Rayalaseemna ;
“other -

. Pandit Nehru- says, “let s .
; think of the mighty resources.
i of India which, if harnessed;

, and make her great and pros: ..
perous: To this great task let: -

_.us_address ourselves with all

. El;; strength. in"us,” it falls .

“the last century for construct-

~in. land revenue remissions

_tective works does not'seem to .

L e

(B

Mahant and the treasure which |
‘has _comg'.into his possession.: '

; A proper’ investigation ~ at
_>least now is called for. -And -
_such an.investigation should =
- reopen the question of the find— .
_of the treasure in" the temple ‘- 2
room in December last year and = _°
the way the Administrator act~.
"ed in allowing the Mahant to ~ .~ -
take away the treasure,-the day .- ’
- following ‘the Chief - Minister’s . =
visit to the place. The investi-
- gation should-lead to a-clean-up ~_-_-"* .
‘of the affairs of the temple. . - —

—_ N

.
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bhadra River, impounded in
the reservoir, even after its:

. completion, will not be fully

. available to them, 27
With this’ expeﬁenée, when. o

1

and.utilised for common good, - ’
-can change the face of India

Sir 8. Ramamurthy said a .
few years ago that if ten.mil-." ..
lion rupees had been spent in-

ing the Tungbhadra Project;
thousands of millions = of
‘rupees lost: in faihire of crops -
and spent in famine relief and

would have been saved. : This . R
the British did not do but the :
wisdom of construecting pro--

dawn - even on our Congress
Government. . -

‘half of this

Nagarjunasagar, ultimately
sanctioned - and " now under
construction, will irrigate only
drea in Andhra
and Telengana put together.

The ~ Cuddapah-Kurnool
Canal, -constructed in 1870,
‘needed ' remodelling. Re-
modelled for a discharge of
6000 cusecs, it could have

. irrigated about 600,000.acres

. of land. But, it was re:

modelled with & lesser.capa-
city, - and now will enable -

gated.
The latest instance of this

short-sighted policy. is the.
ngbhadrg High-Level Canal.

During the years 1902-1905,

Mr. AT. Mackenzie, Superin-
tending Engineer, prepared a
scheme for harnessing the
‘waters. of !
River and irrigating parts of
Rayalaseema, the home of
famines. This scheme was for
the construction of a reservoir
across the Tungbhadra and.
..the main canal, 132 miles Jong

the Tungbhadra

only 300,000. acres to be jrri- - Kisans put.

- manded area, the High-Level
Canal would discharge about
5090 cusecs of water into the

Penna' River. The modified '
scheme was for the construc-
tion of a reservoir, called the -
Gandikota Project, on Penna
River so that the water can
also be utilised for irrigation:
of additional  areas in the
Cuddapah Distriet. The total
area that would be irrigated
by the High-Level Canal and
the Gandikota Project would
be .about 500,000 acres.

Rayalaseema

~ The people of Andhra,
particularly of Rayalaseema,
carried on a continuous and .
vigorous cempaign for the
High-Level Canal which alone
can serve the worst' famine’
regions. The Government
made a show of taking it up
and investigations went on. -
The original plan of Mr. Mac-
kenzie was slightly modified.
by the suggestions which
forward. Mr. .
Mackenzie’s calculation was
that after irrigating the com-.
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" wants politics

.

L .A.fter his defeat in the Shiromani

pandhak Committee (SGPC)
“Singh seems to ha
he ever had. He is
dire consequences, he
"sacrifice to rescue
* ernment’s domination.. He

Congress wants to make
politics.. ' S
¥IS Press, the Akali and
L Prabhat, are heaping
_ abuse on all those whom they
suspect to be responsible for~
 Masterji’'s defeat. Instead of
; calmly thinking over the fac-
tors responsible for his defeat,

- Masterji on. the one hand
" tries to incite Sikhs who-are

have lost whatever
threatening all
threatens to make some great -

the Panth from the

to be subsidiary to religion wl3ile the
religion subservient -to

.Gurudwara Interim Board.
long as the s i
majority .on it, Masterji was
not interested in its: democra-
tisation. But as soon
Akali Party ceased to
majority on it
Rarewala group manoeuvx:eda
- majority through nominations,
Masterji .started the cry of 1

Gurudwara Pra-
elections, Master Tara
balance pf mind
and sundry with

Congress Gov-
declares now that he

Akali Party had

as the

and the Kairon-

the
ain  raised the slogan of
abli Sooba. Raising this
in today’s condition is
Hindu-Sikh . tension.
of Sikhs are tjon and again raised the Pun-
totally fed up with coinl;lum- jabi Sooba slogan; He has pro-
co

.ag
Punj
have a slogan
to rouse
vast numbers of

Onece Agaim !

to toe the line of Masterjl for
that would have meant weak-
. ening their own: - position in

. the Congress.

Punjabi Secha

effect that the Dal would re-
frain from taking part in
politics. o _
@ After the Akalis joined

the Congress, when Mas-
terji found his hold weaken-

. ing, he started the ¢ry that

On the ofher side, Masterji

ism. Masterji’s

seeing his influence "on the

the Congress and Kairon
wanted to finish him.: When
the Akalls were reduced to a
minority in the PEPSU Guru-
dwara Interim Board he con-
sidered it an. attack-on the
Panth. . :

Always trying to
® dangeyrs to the “Panth”,-
Masterji has now discovered
the danger of Hindu domina-

find new

claimed this to be the most

ence. They know that discon-
tent among the people againsy
the Congress is growing. Mas-
ter Tara Singh wants to lead -
this discontent into the chan- -
nels of communalism’'and thus
maintain his influence. That is
why he takes the cover of the
Punjabi Sooba. ) . _
1f it is the question of unity .
and - mass _sympathy, then
Masterji’s slogan- neither
unites Hindus and Sikhs, nor
does it move all the Sikhs to-
day as an immediate practical
slogan. i o
As for Punjabbeing a border
State needing unity, this has
become all the more true to-
day. - : .

_still urider his influence and tery politics has revealed to them opportune moment to save the R
. on the other sander - ‘omcmlﬂaslstefif:r:::;e that the that it is only his whims that - P oth” declaring - that “we - IDamgerous

- ponents, thus brylng fomas - Masterd O e passed Sometimes make B Punjabi ‘pag never completely accepl- g pgegmences:

tain,_his . bossdom. OVer Gurudwatss s of the ene. Sooba the panaces for all “g3” the Regional Formula. . % | ces
Panth. mi fethal;' ath is totally - their ills and at other times, ~The truth is, that Masteril’s ences Of any’

> « I e . e Gurudwaras -the regional formula the Solu- pase has been badly shaken.  The SORCTIRA pynjeny

Reasorns For C :;Sesttagsl- e llod by the tlon of all problems. The Akalis who (lilave J:igeg ,ggzggtgiz% . °§angemus. E

- aned - ' are Sl Condy elected by = Unrest among the masses - the Comgress S7¢ S°F ed a o nditions have changed in
D-efea‘- i caused by this opportunist share in power are no longer ‘t:gedlast Swo-and-a-half years .

_Is Masterji’'s defeat the re-
sult of any official interfer-
ence? Is it the result of any
conspiracy, as he is trying to
make out? Have the Gurud-
waras now been handed qver
tol the eniemies of the Panth?

* Is|the talk of no-confidence
- aimed at strengthening the
Panth? L

. " ‘These are a few questions
which need to be answered.

.. | The Commiitee which

" ‘has removed Masterji from

Presidentship is the same in
' which|the Akali Party had
‘s big ‘majority. Many lead-
ing figures of the - Akali
~ - JParty, albeit . they are now
* /dubbed .traitors, are mem-
bers of that Commitiee. To
'say that the results of these -
\elections ;are the consequen- -
lce of any official interfer-
lence can, therefore, - hardly
'be given any credence.
{As for the charge of cons-
piracy, everyone knows that

{ tnhe group of Desh Bhagat
‘'Sikhs . had opposed Master
“Tara Singh even at the pre-
vious elections., They have
always opposed Masterji utili- .
sing the Gurudwaras and .
their resources for spreading
the poison  of communalism.
They have always !striven to
see that the Gurudwaras are

 not used, for preaching the
Akali Dal’s polities. -

| 1t was only recently that the

.+ Desh Bhagat Group moved &’
. resolution in the executive of
the SGPC that -the SGPC
ghould be prevented from in-
dulging in- political propagan-
da. Tt-was Masterji who then
_vefused to admit that resolu-

. ton. ~

| Masterji has been striving
hard to get the Gurudwara .

_ Act amended in a reactionary
direction and in such a man-

" her that even if the great vic-
tories of the Akali movement
-might be lost, his own mono-
polist -control over the Gurud-
waras would be perpetuated.

The non-official Bill which

was brought in the . Punjab
|Assembly .with his consent
suggested raising the mini-

'mum age for a voter from 21

lto 25 and for a candidate to 35."

Tt suggested . that other Gu-

rudwara Committées need not-

- be elected as under the Gu-
rudwara Act now but should

cepts the Bill, that would not
constitute official interference
in the eyes of Masterji be-
cause it is to his benefit.

‘
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the votes of all adult Sikhs.
This is the very Comm_i_tt.ee

which elected Masterji its
President last year and has-

politics was bound to
the Akali Party too,

and

rajse the tempo of opposi-

affect prepared to lose it on Master-

ji's bidding. Today the leader-
is shifting

ship: of the Sikhs

they have certainly changed
in a direction wr_xjch belies

<

~

be nominated by the SGPC.~ -
If the Punjab  Assembly ac- -

- Or take:-the question _of the

elected .Sardar Frem Singh .
this year. In religious mat-
ters this is the most repre-
sentative body of Sikhs.
And if this Committee can-
not represent the Sikhs, one
_might as well ask Mast_ern
from where he got the right
to do so. - o
According to Master Tara
Singh one would think that the
Panth is Masterji- and Mas-
terji is the Panth. Thefact is.
that nobody is a greater ene-
my of the Panth than Mas-
terji himself, because he sepa-
rates the Sikhs from the Hin-
dus and even. among the
Sikhs he seeks to create a bar-
rier between the so~-called

“friends and enemies of the
.Panth. . :

',’Exprés_ﬁﬂn of

Deepening Crisis

The SGPC Presidential elec-
tion result is really an expres-
sion of the Akali Party’s crisis,.
@ crisis which has been
ther deepened by Masterii’s
policies C. .

Masterji had first started
the “Jap :Tap Samagam” in
Anandpur in July in prepara-
tion for his morcha. But when
the “Jap Tap- Samagam” ins-
tead of becoming the fore-
yunner of any morcha became
the beginning of the crisis' of
the Akali Party, Masterjl had’
to postpone the Akali Dal
session- which he had. called,
afraid that he might lose his
leadership: Already he had

started branding people “trai-
tors”. That crisis was for the
moment averted by the inter-
vention of Sardar Baldev
Singh: ) :

But for ‘how long? The

Akalis who had entered the

Congress found it impossible.

%
tion to Masterji’s policies
inside the party itself. His
defeat in the SGPC elec-
tions is but a reflection of
this - development.

Masterji makes  the SGPC
elections a question of the
Panth’s honour. He draws
parallels between the present
situation and. the persecution
of Hindus and;- Sikhs under.
the Moghuls: )
antics cannot turn back the
wheels of history. Neither can
today’s: conditions be com-
pared with conditions under
Moghuls ‘nor can ‘Masterji
claim the exalted position of
the Gurus. True, he has al-
ways relied on the surviving
backwardness among the -
sikh masses, he is trying to
do the same again. ! .

He is crying at the top of
his voice that the Panth is in
danger, but the Sikhs do not
seem to hear him. For, if they
heard him, Masterji would not
have had to cry so hard. ‘The
fact is that Masterii has used
the Panth-in-Danger slogan .
so mitch that it has ceased to
have very much effect. The
Akalis ‘too have learnt some-
thing from their experience.;
Take only the last three years.

‘@ At the beginning of 1956,
Masterji declared that un-

jess the Punjabi Sooba . was -

formed, the Panth - would be
nowhere.. Very soon, however,

he accepted the Regional For- -

mula. ) !

For years he had cursed

the Congress and called it
the enemy of the Panth. But
‘for some 22 or 23 seats in the
Assembly and a share in ‘the
Ministry, he decided to join
the Congress. Pressurised by
the Congress High Command,
he even smended the consti-
tution of the ‘Panthic’ organi-
sation, the Akali Dal, to the

i
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from Amritsar (Masterjl) to
Chandigarh. The way out of
this helplessness . is- neither
sacrifice nor any of the other:
desperate ~ remedies Wwhich -
Masterji is putting forward.
The only way out is.to give up
communal politics and take to
the path of Hindu-Sikh unity
—the path which would stren-
gthen our independence and
our democracy. This is the
desire of ordinary Sikhs.

Sitmation Es
The Same

Two-and-a-half years ago,
when the question of the Pun-
jabi Sooba Wwas at its height,
Masterji had suddenly drop-
ped it. “For the welfare of the
Panth” he had then decided
1o give up that demand and
accept the Reglonal :Formula
instead. The arguments he had
advanced were: first, unity

“and popular sympathy aré

necessary for launching 2
struggle; . secondly, Punjab
being a border State, it was
necessary to .see that there
was no lawlessness.

Today when Masterji has
given up the Regional For-
mula and again wields the
club ‘of Punjabi Sooba, one
might as well ask whether
the conditions have changed
during these two-and-a-half
years. Is there more unity
and more support for Pun-

~ jabi Sooba today than be-
fore? Is lawlessness in 2
border State:less dangerous
now? Has the Regiona] For-
mula for whose sake even’
"the constitution of the Akali
Dal hiad been amended be-
come impracticable? N
These questions -divide th
ranks of the Akalis themsel-
ves today. .

‘While those who are sharin
in power have no wish to go
back on the Regional Formula

“under Masterj’s leadership,
| there are those Akalis- who
‘ have no hope of getting any
. share in power but want to

LI | retain their declining influ-

Master
ments. . - |
Why is Masterji going back -
on the Regional Formula? Not .
because the Government has
given less powers to the Re-
gional Committees. Nor be-
cause by giving them their
present status it has not been
properly ’ implementing: the
Regional Formula. If this-had
‘been the Master’s complaint
he would have received sup-
port from all democrats. .
What Masterji is actually
angry about is that the High
Command has refused to
comply with his demand for
changing the Judge on the
judicial commission_ of Gu-
yudwaras and ‘that by in-
creasing the representatien.
of the Kairen and :
Groups on the PEPSU ‘Gu-

rudwara Interim Board, the -

Akali Party’s grip over itthas
been broken. More thin thi

he is angry -begause |the
Bigh Command did not pelp.
to keep him in power. Al

these grievances have noth- .

"ing to do with the Regional

Formula. They have evkery-
thing to do with control of
Guradwaras. - :

Untenable
Comparisons
. If ‘the Master had talked of

- gtruggle for full implementa~

tion of the Regional Formula,
that could have been under--
stood. Instead he says: now 1s
the time to strike for Punjabl
Sooba: He refers to the grow-
ing movement for the unilin-
gual States of Maharashtra
and Maha Gujarat. - : )

There is no comparison bet-
ween the two situations.

While in Maharashtra . and
Gujarat, all sections belonging
to0-all shades-of opinions are

united and have even agreed

on the question of Bombay
and this growing unity is re-
- flected in the smashing defeat
of the Congress in bye-elec-

- tions, in Punjab the slogan of

* SEE FACING PAGE
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Tara Singh’s argu-

/

One wonders when

5

Cbngress . Ministers talk'. sQ

. much abhout the foreign exchange crisis whether they

have given any thought at all to the hundred and one
things that are in their power to do to conserve fore-

ign exchange. "

OREIGN exchange = worth
Rs. five crores is being
spent annually- to import
about 50,000 tons of lead and’
_zine which we need—and this
figure is bound to shoot up,
" when the three steel plants go
. into operation, while just 25
‘miles away from Udaipur in
the Aravallis of Rajasthan is
the Jawar mines with lead and
zinc—and plenty . of . both.
Right up to its summit, the
mountain has good ore depo-

sits—but they lie unexploited -

because of the Government’s
negligence. . - - ’

Leased Out To
Private Firm .

The Jawar mines were pros-
pected by the
Survey of India which-disco-

. vered its potentialities and
even started the initia] extrac-
tion work. But then some time
in 1951 or so,

‘Corporation of

India, a pri-
vate firm. o .

In the initial stages work.

was very slow but during the
iast three years some nNew
machinery was installed like

Geological

. the area was -
" given on.lease to the Metal

by-product of = silver—about
'25 oz, per ton.

But in the case of zinc it is
a different story. There is no
zine smelter plant in - oir

country and so the zinc con- -

centrates have to be taken to
Japan. where it is smelted and
then it is brought  back and
sold here. This transport ¢ost
alone—from Jawar to either
the Bombay or Kandla Port
and then to Japan and back—
works t6 Rs. 200 per ton.

We also-lose in the process
an important Dby-product
Cadmium—to .the value of
about Rs. 40,000 a month.

If we set up our own zinc
smelter plant, we will .save
about Rs. 25 lakhs" a year,

* including the price of Cad-
,mium, apart from all the
savings on’ foreign exchan-
ge. Also we will get Sulphu-
ric Acid as a by-product
which ean be converted into
super-suiphates, If a proper
shaft is sunk, machinery
.installed. and a zinc smelt-
ing plant set up, ore extrac--
tion and processing work
can be increased more than
four-fold. . .

Whiy is this rich wealth not

a

India which holds the lease is

| ktx FOREIGN EXCHANGE WASTAD, WMILE ik
OUR OWN LEAD & ZINC
T EXPLOITED

N

very reluctant to invest a lot -

of funds. Even the spurt
activity during the last three
years was -due to ‘the  high
world prices which were pre-
vailing—Rs. 1,400 to Rs. 1,600
‘for lead and Rs. 1,000 to Rs.
1,300 for zinc. During the year,
there has been a decline“of

.about 40 per cent in these .

- prices. ‘This price-decline is
behind the Metal Corpora-
tion’s uriwillingness to-invest
more money in the mines.

Govemmént’s .
Attitude . <

-. But what is the Government
of India doing? In essence its
‘attitude is one of refusal .to
look at the mines as some--
thing of great importance for:

the proper development of

our heavy industries. That is.

why the Government has left
it in the hands of a-private
.Corporation which for various
redsons is not inclined to raise
production. ’ ’ ’

In the Second Plan, there

the crushing and washing mili = being exploited -in the coun-
with a capacity of about 500 try’s interest? o

~ tons of ore per. day and since
then .work has picked up to

‘some extent. -

. Total production of lead .
from this mine now is about .
annually—15 per
cent of the needs of the coun-
try, and of zinc . .about 7,000
per cent. of

6,000 tons

tons a year—20
our needs. :

‘The "Metal (_}orporé.tion of

was a mention of setting up a

zinc smelting plant for the ment can also be seen in the - pay heavily in foreign exchan-

Jawar mines. Three years -of

the Plan are over but-nof one ed the Tatds.who are the main

. step has beer *taken in this’
direction. -~~~ . .
- Instead, ' the report is that
the Government - was. trying
to persuade one of the partner
firms in the managing agency -

one crore to be contributed by
this firm, Rs. one crore.by the
Rajasthan Government and a

* third ‘crore to'bé raised by :

‘selling shares. This agreement
+alsg seems- to have - broken
down. : L
Meanwhile, the Corporation
had appointed two firms—one -
.Japanese and another:-Ameri--
can—as consultants for draw-

smelter plant. Though this
report was promised by May,
- it is still not ready. The -con-
sultants’ advice is said to be
against-the setting up of such :
a plant. - '

. . N
The attitudé of the Govern-
- special privilege it has allow-

of the Metal .Corporation to..
set up the plant. This firm:
said it would set up the plant ' -
in .Calcutta. Negotiations went |
on for ‘a joint venture—Rs."

. % buying zine from the Metal

-ing up a project report on the

C

@ FROM H. K. VYAS

""purchaser of the zmcused in -
| the production of-a special
~type of steel: o .
Tatas B
. Gain o
While calculating the re-
tention price of steel, the
price of. zinc. has been put
at Rs. 1,000 .to 1,200. -But
. the Tatas have been actually

Corporation at about Rs. 850
per ton. The State Govern- .
_ ment itself had brought this -
. to the notice - of the Gov-
. ernment of Indiz but nei-
. -ther has it reduced the re-
' .. teéntion price of steel nor
have the Tatas been forced’
* to pay the same-price which -
is calculated  in fixing the - .
' retention price. T
#This is the sorry state of - -.
affairs that exists... The only -
remedy is to take the whole
mine in the public sector,.set

up a zinc smelter plant and

.give protection to the indus-..

"try. Otherwise we will' have to

gé when the new steel plants
go into operation.. " . .

-’ltca.nnptbesa.idthatthe A o
mine is not being exploited Punjabi Sooba instead of unit-
because.the ore is of poor ing the people. only . divides

quality—it, is perhaps

the them-today. Here the situation .

richest such known depoist. is that the majority of Pun-
in the world. The Jawar ore jabis refuse to consider them-
has four per cent lead and selves as one nationality and
five per cent zinc as against the question of Punjabi lan-

. the figure of 048 and 15 in guage, too, has been made a
Japan, one of the biggest  controversial one.

_sources of zinc and lead.

- The lead. after being taken

- - out as concentrate. from the
. washing mill is now sent to
. Bihar where the Metal Cor-

~Responsibility -
—Tara Singh’s

The gréatest' share of res-

. poration has its smelter plant. Pponsibility for this state of

~ There it 1s converted into pure
lead-—g_iving incidentally a

affairs is Masterji’s own. Mas-
terji’s purpose in-demanding
Punjabi Sooba is to “liberate”
the Sikhs from their Hindu
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‘brothers. Masterji’s concep-

nothing to do with race, lan-
guage, tradition, geography or
economics. ’

His only worry. is-that Sikhs
should constitute 55 per cent
of the population in the pro-
posed State, which means that
the demand is dictated - by
communalism. That is why he
presents it as the Panth’s sal-

" vation. By characterising his
communal demand as the de-
mand for Punjabi Scoba, he
discredits “the Punjabi Sooba
itself. And this is bound to
have an adverse reaction on
the Hindu masses.

In such a situation Punjabi
Sooba cannot become an im-

_adequate - implementation of
" the Regional Formula is what
serves the interests of the en-.
tire masses. - It will give the
- Harlana people scope for de-
velopment - on the one hand
and help the growth of Pun-

DECEMBER 7, 1958

jabi consciousness '‘in the Pun- -

x

The Crisis

tion of a Punjabi Sooba has -

- mediate demand. Today the .

jabi region on the other.

- The Congress leadership
has its own share of respon-
sibility for the _ situation.
‘Even the Congress High
Command does not “want
" the Regional Committees to
. flourish and develop.- Ins-
tead of giving these com-
mittees the rights of State

. Assemblies in . relation to -

the 14 points - and Keeping
‘their proceedings open, it

.. has .given these committees
the status—of other ordifiary

- .committees of the Assembly
and has decided that their

.preceedings should be held
_’in camera. :

A conflict between the de-
mands and urges of the peo-
‘ple and the powers of these-
committees thus becomes ine-
vitable. . Only a short. while
ago,. in opposition to - the.
wishes. of the Ministry, the
_ Hariana Committee adopted a

proposal that budget expen-
diture in Hariana --should be:
proportionate to its size in the
State. - )

.ImpleinenEt The \,
Formula © .

It is necessary to see that
*the Regional Formula is seri-
ously and properly implemen«
ted. It is true that it suffers
from a number or shortcom-
ings—for instance, Kangra.
has been inciuded in Hariana -
in an unprincipled manner;
.the language question instead
of being solved has been mad
an issue of conflict. 3

On the language -issue, the
Communist stand has -always
been that Punjab is a bilingual

: NEW AGE

1

- for ‘communalism,
not be allowed to raise its‘ugly
- head any higher. :

v
=~

State of: people speaking
‘ing in two distinet parts of
the State.-As the language of
the Union -and also as the
language of an important part
_of the State Hindi should have
an _important place in the
Punjab.: Punjabi in its region
should have the full status of
people’s’ mother-tongue.” . On
the State level both Hindi and
fﬁmjabl .should fiourish toge-
er. i oo

The’_'Lal.léilage.
Question ©

It would be wrong to impose-
Punjabi on-the Hindi regionr
because - it, is neither-. their.
national language nor the lan- -
guage of the Union. Neverthe-
less to strengthen the mutual
relations of the two - regions
and with a view to facilitate
administration . people shoild
not -object to-learning ' Pun-
jabi. Only on this basis can
the language question be pro-
perly solved.. A big enough
price has already been paid -
it should

.- Although = Master Tara
--Singh’s defeat at the SGPC -
elections is a big- -blow to
communalism there is cer-
tainly ne room.for compla-

" cency. There is the danger

two i
- different languages and resid-

- the'Maha Punjab Samiti had

", " . Today the Sikh masses are

" Beat Back

_ . % FROM PAGE §-
Masterji is only too willing
- to wield any weapon- in order -
to keep communal politics

. alive: He has abandoned the

Regional Formula . and taken
up the slogan of : Punjabt -~
Sooba only because ' the Re-
"gional Formuld cannot be -
made into a platform for play--
ing up communalism. The Re-"
gional Formula _enjoys today’
the support of the majority.of .
- the people in Punjab. Wheh.

: !aup’ched A campaign against
it, it was given a decisive re--
‘buff. ) G

+disgusted with Masterji’s com- '
‘munal politics. Even the Akalis® = ..,
are fed up. Out of the 22 ML.As;," -

17-have refused to enrol them- :

selves in the Akali Dal. Hun-
‘dreds ,of leading Akali Dal.
workers have -either refused .-
to fill.in "their .membérship -
forms or have ‘sent in their °
resignations. Even those ‘'who -
still remain with- Masteriji
have lost the blind faith they .
‘earlier had in him. In PEPSU

both the Akali:groups aré op- - - "

posed to Masterji. -_

Communalism _
_.Great’ ‘opportunities' as weill -
as grave dangers face ihe
Punjabi people .today. The

of ‘'Hindu. @ communalism ‘biggest-obstacle in their path- -

‘rearing its head. To coun--
. 'teract if, nationalist Hindus -
should come forward so that
the struggle -against com-.

" - munalism can be waged

successfully and the path is
‘cleared for democratic ad-
vance. :

of advance is Masterji and his-
counterparts among the Hindu
communalists. It is necessary, -
and it s possible, for patriotie
Sikhs and patriotic Hindus to
join hands and give a crush-.. -
ing blow to- communalism in
Punjab. ’ :

 PAGE-SEVEN




AT ERNY

£y

L3

-* police.

A T

PR EE T F T S UL L L L L

PEEREEREFL TR R PR R RIS PR R PRSI Ty

eeF&@ | @ ‘991_ O,VQCio |

G boodiripad contained also a note from him listing the
{ pumerous incidents that had been narrated to him. This

. was to substantiate his conclusions. In his reply, the
Kerala Chief Minister has made his own notes on these

_points. 'Due to reasons of space, we cannot print the whole

of this. But some extracts are reproduced here ‘just to

shew the type of facts on which Sri Dhebar relies for his

conclusions. ™~ .

G'UCDMIVIUTATION OF SENTENCES AND WITHDRAWAL
OF CASES . o ' . ) -

- Regarding commutation of sentences and withdrawal
of cases, yon also are of the view that the law does vest
the-State Government: with the power to withdraw “cases,
turn fines imposed by

i~ the former

g..;.*y-x-]-ylgij-k-i-l-I;gl-_-!-_-I-If'flf-l-l;«)'-lj‘-_if_i-l:-hli-lv-f_-i-l-fb+-?;b-l-l-l'-i+-l-+-l-'i';8-'*-i-+++-l-l;+++++-l'il;-l;l-*-l-ll++*%-!-+

| - (including fines) have been

" is 'shown

.. 618 cases connected
- tation);

'l'-l-'l-'l:-l'-l"I"l-'l-l"I"l"l"'i"l-'l'_'l'-l-'l-"b'bi-'l"hl;'l"l'i?lt

R Y R

| countries and in all

- of a harmonious atmosphere..
.- period from

remit sentences and reduce or re
courts. This power was and is being used freely in all
States in our own country.
.~ 'The only point that can arise, in this connection is how,
‘this power has been exercised by the State Government;
whether properly or improperly, ‘'whether bona fide or mala
fide.- Withdrawals operate only if the court approves *and
thus in all cases where courts have givep leave there is the
- additional feature of judicial scrutiny- and satisfaction.
. After this Government came into power, on two occa-
“sions, viz. (i) on the assumption of office by this Ministry,
and (ii) on the oceasion of the celebration of the centepary
- of India’s First Wat of Independence, this Government (fhe
latter at the instance of the Government of India) granted
. general amnesty for’ prisoners. : :
- The details of the terms of the amnesty are given in
Appendix T On this basis, 425 prisoners were released on
and 526 on the latter occasion. :
Outside this, the State Government decided, as a mat-
ter of policy, that cases arising from trade, industrial and
"agrarian disputes should, after the settlement of the dis—
putes, be withdrawn if that would help in the restoration
e.. On this basis, during the
April 1, 1957 to September 30, 1958, a total
number of 688 cases have been withdrawn and sentences
remitted in 1,094 cases.... .
The party-wise  break-up of . the cases withdrawn
(including those in which sentences have been remitted)
below: Congress — 143; PSP — 29; RSP — 10;
Mauslim_League — 4; Congress and PSP — 722 (including
with the Sitaram Mills workers’ agi-
PSP and Muslim League — 49; Congress, PSP
and other Opposition Parties — 284 (students” agitation);
Congress and RSP — 48; Communists — 2363 Non-Parly —-
257. Total 1,782. { -
., A check-up in
. withdrawal of cases for,
in respect of 63 cases in

refused by the Goyernment. _
: Q PLANTERS’ ALLEG_ATION OF LAWI.ESSNESS ;

' “You have repeated the old story of lawléssness which
the Association of Planters of Kerala and the Central Tra-
vancore Planters’ Association raised in October of 1957 and
brought to the niotice of Sri GL. Nanda, Union Minister for
Labour and Planning. Of the 84 cases which were brought
to the notice of Sri Nanda, 51 pertain to Kottayam District
and the rest to some other districts in the State.

It was even then pointed out that ‘no report. at all. was
made torfhe police in as many as 29 cases and yet they were-
cited by the Association as proof of alleged inaction by the
Obviously, if the - Association wished that aetion
should be taken in respect of these cases, these should have
been brought to the notice of the local authorities. '

Of the 22 cases in which reports were made to the police,
16 cases were charged in courts, in four cases-charge-sheets
were not filed either  because - differences - between the
labour were settled ‘or because the

- the allegation. : . "

/| The 33 cases which’ pertain to other districts were en-
ynired into and appropriate action taken. .

% I want to state once again that there is no case that

““was brought to the notice of the police on which action was .

not taken.

K \ . .
N L . N H N N

@ ENCROACHMENT AND - SQUATTING ON GOVERN-

. MENT LAND BY COMMUNISTS AND SYMPATRISERS
Regarding encroachment and squatting on Government.
land by Communists and sympathisers, I am challenging
anybody to substantiate this allegation. There is not a

_single instance in which the Communists have encroached
upon Government lands since this Ministry came into exis-
tence. On the other hand, long before and till the date-of

. coming into office of this Ministry, large-scale encroach\
ments were made on Government lands

. already.in pessession of extensive lands.
the previous Governinents to prevent such encroachments
had not proved effective and during the time of the Con-

gress Ministry there was even confidential instructions .
. jssued to Revenue Officers not to resort to coercive steps for |

- eviction. . . . |
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the Home Department showed that!
which representations were made
which the accused or applicants:
were either Com_mqnists’ ‘or Communist sympathisers was

ONGRESS' Pro@ient Dhebar’s letter to E.M.S Nam- M

+ {16ss of the

by persons who were |
Attempts made by |

1

-

E. M. S. Namboodiripad_Replics To The

‘Congress President

The following is the text of the réply' sent by Comrade

"E. M. S. Namboodiripad to

The letter dated ‘Trivandrum,

Congress Presi
November 25, 1958, is in

esident Dhebar. .-

reply to the Congress President's letter of September 20,

"1958. :

¥ dear Dhebarbhai,

1 am sorry for the delay in
sending you my Comments on
the note which you had sub-
mitted to the Working Commit-

‘ee and of which you were kind .

er;'ough to ‘enclose -a copy with

your letter of September 20.
Two months have passed

since I received your letter and’

the enclosed note.  The reason

for this delay was that we were
examining tHe material which
the Speaker of the Lok Sabha
had sent us through the Home
Minister on the two motions
that came up in the Lok Sabha
—those of Sri Asoka Mehta and
of Dr. K. B, Menon—and pre-
paring detailed comments on
them. N -

Since - your note covered the .

same ground, and in several
places the two notes are similar
and in some places are identi-
cal, I thought it better to pre-
pare = my comments on your
note orly after the above-men-
tioned notes on Sri Mehta’s and
Dr. Menon’s notes were ready.
.This' material could be
ready .only a week ago when it
was sent to the Home Minister:
. The enclosed
comments ion the various points
in your note to the Working
Committee, ‘is actually a re-
hashed and summarised ver-
sion of certain parts of the note
sent to the Home Ministry. I
would, in this letter confine my-
self to the general points made
_in your letter of September 20.

The - first. point I have to

.make is' against. the approach .

_ and procedure adopted by
you. It is strange for you to
try to find out the-truth about
certain allegations and at the
same - time to . deliver your

. judgment oft them.

_wery letter, you admit that

i it is not possible for you to
say “that every incident nar-

. rated to you, has a basis in

| truth.” Since you make such :

an. admission, is it not your
duty to suspend judgment till

you hear the other side, and

if mecessary, to make @ Jur-
. ther investiggtion to check up
! the -correctness or otherwise
| of the two versions?

i You did not do - so; on the
|other hand, you got ‘a resolu-
‘tion adopted by the Working
‘Committee on the basis of the
'series’ of incidents narrated to
| you on the ground that, regard-
truth or otherwise of
‘the individual incidents narrat-
' ed to you, “the cumulative effect
.can leave mo other impression

. ‘than the one. which has been

i1eft on my mind.”

iUin'wortlly )
Approach

This theory of the “cumula-
itive effect” may be always' ad-
{vanced - against’ anybody if
‘only there are. certain people
| who are prepared to narrate to
| you a series of what are called
. “incidents” which have no

| «hasis in truth”. You may then

i say that, even if most of those
| «ipcidents” have mo “basis: in
1 truth;” their narration to you
" has left on you a “cumulative
impression”. I wonder if this
is an approach which is worthy
of one who is sincerely anxious
' to base himself on truth:

Secondly, I am- surprised at

democracy and our approach to
it. You make certain asser-

' tions.which amount to saying

got -

note, making

In this

| the way in which you have pos- -
: ‘ ed the problem of parliamentary
% SEE COLUMNS 9 & 10

that our party-in the whole
country and our Government
in Kerala are opposed to parlia-
mentary democricy. You speak
of “known conventions bearing
upon the functioning of parlia-
mentary democracy” which we-
are supposed to . be . violating.

".¥ou then advise us to “approach

Parliament for modifications of
the Constitution.” '

Parliamentary

Ebemocracy K

“ May 1 point out to you that
the problem here is neither
your fundamental

. to parliamentary democracy
nor ours?, There are, un-
doubtedly,) differences bet-
ween the Congress and the
Communist. approaches to de-
mocracy. We ‘are certainly

~ working for.
changes in  the Constitution.
But that is not the point at
issue. For, both you and we

are agreed that we should all -

" function on the basis of ‘the

WILD ATTACKS ONL
TO ANOTHER P

" present Consﬁtuiion of 'india-' :

‘and the various rules and re-
gulations framed under it. .
Our Party.is convinced that
they form a basis for the work-
ing people of the country to
fight for and securé’those chan-
ges in the socio-economic struc-
ture of the countty which alone

" will usher in a Socialist system.

Your Party, for its part, is not.

‘opposed to any of those chan-

ges in the socio-economic struc-
ture, provided they are brought
about within the framework of

this Constitution and the rules

and regulations framed under
them. : ’ - .
Let 'us, therefore, not start a
discussion on the fundamentals
of our or your picture of demo-
cracy. Let us- confine our-
selves to the question of -how to
work parliamentary_democracx
as we have all jointly evolved
and_we all want to preserve and,
work. out, _ Lo

Congress Is
Guilty =

‘Looking at the problem from

- ‘this angle, T want to ask you: Is

it a.part of the Constitution, or
is it not, that different political
parties may, at different times,
‘be able to carry on the adminis-
tration of the country? Is it

not inherent in the Constitution .

that, while one ‘party secures
majority and therefore forms
its. Government in one’ State
today, another party may do so
in the same State five years
hence; and- that there may be

approach -

certain  basic’ -

‘ your. party’s

". on the Governor enabled you to

Governments formed by one
party in some States and others

_in other States while the Centre .

is administered by either one
of these parties or a combina-
tion of them? - :

If this is the position—and I
am sure that you would agree,

“at least in ‘words, that this is

the position—-is. it not necessary
for. the successful working of
parliamentary democracy that
every political party -in - the
country takes a stand which
helps this process? - Can: you

‘honestly claim that your party

has taken such a stand in situ-

_ ations in which, in one or other
- State another party was on the

point of forming its
ernment? -

The Tecord of your party,
and the Central Government
under your party’s : leader-
ship, in the post-1952 ~ yedrs
loudly proclaims your rejec-
\tion in practice Of the prin-

- ciple of the possibility of dif-
ferent ‘parties forming  their
Governments - in . different
States. The specious argu-
ments on the basis of which
the UDF’s demand to the .
Governor of Madras in 1952
apas rejected and the Gover-
nor’s action in allowing the
Congress to form its, Govern-

own Gov-

“ment; ‘the manner in which
the -short-lved -non-Congress

. Government of PEPSU 'was
ousted from office; the ‘Series
of manoeuvres through which
the Congress was kept ‘in
office. in Travancore-Cochin _
in the years of 1952-56; the
performance’ of your party
recently in -Orissa—all these
are standing examples . of

- your party’s intolerance -of
the possibility of some other
party forming a Government
in any single State. ’

Against Spirit
Of Constitution

It was Only ‘because . our
Party secured an absolute ma-
jority in Kerala in 1956 that no
such constitutional manoeuvr-
ings became possible. We were,
therefore, allowed to form our
Government. But even - here,
position _at the
Centre and through it its hold

artificially raise your party’s
strength in the Legislature. I

‘am referring to the momination |-

of an Anglo-Indian representa-

" tive to the Legislature after the:

last General Elections while the!
pormal procedure for such no-:
minations is-to- have prior con-:
sultations with : the, majority
party in the Legislature.

" The. result, as you: know,is
that, while the Opposition could
secure. through the verdict of
the électorate only 61 seats as
“against our 65, it has today got
a strength of 62, thanks to the

Goveiﬁor's nomination. - It is’

only because, -even aiter such

al nomination, .we ‘could -eom-.-

d an’ absolate ~ majority in

the . Législature that”_we were
allowed to form a Government

ahd to continue in office up.to
now. . . ‘

These and “other. instances
will: be enough, to show that
you who speak of the funda-
mentals of the .Constitution,
violate it in practice in the
sense that = you adopt every
device to maintain the rule of
one party, ie. Yyour party.
This is against the.spirit of
the. Constitution allowing all
the political .parties in the
country, which enjoy ~ the
_confidence of the voters even

if only in @ particular State, - .

to share in the administration
" of the couniry. ;

What Really
Worries Dhebar

parliamentary democracy in the
concrete conditions’ of - today
when the problem of différent
parties forming Governments
in different States' has been
posed in a very realistic man-

-

¥ SHOW : CONGRESS NOT RECONCILE
ABEY FORMING A STATE GOVT.

ner. T am sorry that far from -

doing this, you are just making

abstract 'statements about par-- '
- liamentary democracy in gene-

ral and making. wild attacks
against us. R

1 -hope. you would reconsider
your position and fry -to find

“practical solutions for the pro-

blems of Ceritre-State relation-
ship, the problem of relations

between . political parties in a.

set-up in which a party which
is in opposition in the country

as.a whole is in office in a State”

and vice versa.

Our Party is anxious to find.
! satisfactory solutions to these
: problems. ‘But here is your
| Working Committee and,

fol-
lowing it, the All-India Cong-
reess Committee: which, far
from taking ‘up this practical

“job in consultation with other

political parties, particularly
with us ‘who have had some

.practical experience in this res-
Lpect,have-tak‘en- upon them-
selves the task of carrying on.a

nationwide - campaign against
our Party’ and our Government.

It would appear that it is’

far more important for-you to

see us out of power as quick- -

ly ‘as possible than to . tackle
this problem of the practical
working of parliamentary de-

_ Violaﬁoin_. Of

State’s Riglits -

: Ma§ 1, .in this connection.

draw your attention to the
efforts that are being repeated-
ly made on the floor of Parlia-

' our Constitution.

I wish you had tried to solve': tion is: Is the Central Parlia-

the problems of how to work -

ment to raise the so-bélled “law.
and order problem in Ker, ,”
“predk-down - of -the Constitu~

: tion in Kerala,” etc. I have gone

through the material ‘on the
basis of -which two such' mo-
tions were sought to.be made in
the Lok Sabha*—those of -Sri
Asoka Mehta and - Dr. K. B.
Menon. R
We have given detailed facts
with regard to them. But onh go-
ing through -their ' material, I
was worried about the- very
question which you have posed
in your letter by way of an ac-
cusation .against us—the ques-
tion. of the Constitution, the
conventions bearing” upon the
working of the Constitution,
ete. . . .
The way in which the so-
‘called “facts” have been adduc-

. ed in support of their motions

and ‘'we have been -asked to
make our comments on them
raises a very important ques-
tion regarding the principles of
That = ques-

ment entitled to debate the day-
to-day working of the adminis-
trative machinery in a State?.
Most - of the so-called
“facts” dre related to the ad-
_ministrative actions - of our
‘State Government in such

members of Parliament and to

the Central Government to in-
tercede on their behalf? Sup-.
pose a particular officer is trans-
ferred for reasons of adminis--
trative expediency; it causes’
some -inconvenience to him; he"
can very well dress it up as a’
case of diseriminatory political
action on the part of the ruling
Party. . ° :
" If all such disgruntled offi~
cers are- -given encourage-
ment. at the :Centre,’ then.
where is that control of the
" State Government over its

officers, which, I am sure, .

you would. admit, is part of
" the conventions bearing upon
the working of our - Parlia-
mentary democracy? I will be
failing in my duty if I do not
share with you my feeling
that it is to create such a sit-
uation in our State—to incite
“our officers: to disobey- our-
 Government—that your party
" hes launched this campaign. '

Physieiam,
Heal Thyself

1 do not want to further pro-

long this letter which has al-

ready become .too long. The
point that I want to emphasise
and repeat again is that your
advice' to us to “reconcile our-

" gelves to the spirit of the Con=

_ fields of activity as come pu-
rely under the State list.'I,
wonder whether the Chigf

_ Ministers- of the Congress-
administered provinces or the
Central Government will al-

° . low the type of statements to

- be made in Parliament with-
regard to their own States

- - awhich have been sought to-

be made in relation to Kerale
by Sri Mehta and Dr. Menon.
1 am sure that they . would:
not permit such an infringe-
ment on the rights and pow-
‘ers of State Governments.

Incitement of
Officials

. Apart from this constitution-

“al-right and authority of the
to debate

Central Parliament
on purely State ‘subjects, there
is.a question of the propriety

of raising such questions on the -

floor of the House from another
.angle, Many of these are ques-
“tions which relate to such ad-
ministrative actions of the Gov~
ernment as transfers and post-
ings, disciplinary = actions, -ete.
For everyone of these adminis-
_trative actions, the State Gov-
ernment has its own reasons. -
Is it fair, either to the State
'Goyernment or to the officers
concerned that these reasons are -
stafed in public in évery ease?

. 1£ it is known that every such

administrative ‘action of the
State Government is liable to
be questioned ° in Parliament,
will it not encourage' the dis-
- gruntled ‘members of the Gov-
ernment service to look up to.

stitution” is at least’ as -well-

placed in relation to you as to -

us. .

FOR, 1 AM. QUITE CON-
VINCED THAT YOUR PARTY
HAS NOT YET BEEN ABLE
TO RECONCLIE ITSELF TO
THAT ESSENTIAL PRINCI-
PLE OF THE CONSTITUTION
WHICH MAY BE STATED AS

- THE - EXISTENCE OF GOV-
. ERNMENTS FORMED BY
. DIFFERENT ' PARTIES

IV
THIS LAND OF OURS. YOUR
PARTY HAS NOT RECON-
CILED ITSELF PARTICULAR-
LY TO THE FACT THAT OUR

PARTY REMAINS IN OFFICE

IN ONE OUT OF THE 14 STA-

- TES OF INDIA, THE BAR-

RAGE OF PROPAGANDA
THAT HAS NOW BEEN UN-

- LEASHED BY YOUR WORK-

ING COMMITTEE AND AICC.
.ON THE BASIS. OF “FACTS”
ABOUT. THE TRUTH OF
WHICH- YOU - ARE NOT
YOURSELF QUITE SURE, IS
AN INDICATION OF ‘YOUR
DETERMINATION . TO RE-
MOVE' THIS UNPLEASANT
REALITY. . .
" 1 can assure you that, if you
give up this attitude, if-you ac-
cept, in fact as well as in’ prin-
ciple, the reality that the Com-_
munist Party and other parties

".are also working' among the

people and therefore growing
in strength, I am sure that

there will not be any room for -

you to despair of the future of
our country. : '

":1 have already told you that -

in every single case, which on
- examination is found to require
any action for redress, we will

take necessary steps. I want to

repeat that assurance.
Re-examine Your
Impressions

AT THE SAME TIME, I
ALSO WANT .TO. REPEAT
WHAT I TOLD YOU EARL-
IER, ie. “THAT IT WOULD.
NOT BE PROPER FOR YOU
AND- - OTHER -~ CONGRESS
LEADERS TO TALK VAGUE+
LY ABOUT ‘IMPRESSIONS’
WITHOUT CARING TO EX-
AMINE WHETHER THEY ARE
JUSTIFIED BY FACTS” 1
HOPE THAT THE ENCLOSED
COMMENTS ON YOUR NOTE

WILL HELP YOU TO EXAM-.
OR , NOT .
YOUR “IMPRERSIONS”' ARE &

INE WHETHER
«JUSTIFIED BY FACTS”.

- shelter for them

- assignment of. available “Government

“entry on Government lands subsequent to the above date.

*and the indigent is finalised.

~occupation overnight ‘of 65 persons with the active conni-

_ make referencé fo my

. ‘operative Movement.

_ But during the Adviser’s regime strict instructions were. :
issued to evict all encroachers, but that too was not effec- :
tively carried out due fo impediments for reasons obviausly . % -
known. So far as- the rich encroachers were concerned,
it- was a question of expanding ‘their already extensive
possessions while to.the poor it was a problem of securing a.
to lay their heads. The whole thing pre-
sented a complicated issue. After this Govemglent assum--
ed office on April 5, 1957, the question was taken up for con-
sideration. : : S oL -
The Government thought it proper to issue an order to
stay all steps taken under the Land Conservancy Act against
inauthorised squatters, pending a comprehensive study on
- avails lands, reserving the -§ . i,
lands acquired for Government purposes. To facilitate mat- 4% .
ters, Government also felt it necessary to stop furtber.en- =%
croachments with a firm ‘hand. Accordingly orders were X
issued staying all steps taken against encroachments ‘made - &
prior to April 26, 1957, strictly prohibiting unauthorised .

Government ‘must- be - -
distribution when the
the homeless

This was with the best intention that
able to reserve all available lands for
policy. of assignment of Government lands to

But it is very regrettable to note that the parties in
opposition: began fo put all obstacles in the way of the
Government in the implementation: of this policy. Of the .
many instances of the ‘despicable attempts made ‘by the -
parties in opposition mention may-be made of the forcible

vance of the RSP on.May 8, 1957, in SN. 132 of Chavara
village reserved for future mining purposes of the Travan- -
core Minerals, Chavara. The RSP and the Congress held on
‘three dates protest meetings against the action taken by the
Gevernment in evicting the above encroachments.. Fifty-
seven; persons  were convicted by the Executive First—Class
Magistrate, Quilon,-on July 30, 1958, in the .case charge-

‘sheeted by the police for the above _encroachmenth
@ ROLE OF THE POLICE - . e

" On going through the para-in your ‘note in which .you

X ] statement in relation to the-role of
the police in labour-management and landlord-tenant dis-
putes X am constrained to ask:\Are you of the opinion that . -
the acceptance by the nation of the goal of a Welfare State,
further clarified as Socialist Sotiety, does not ‘meéin’ any
corresponding change im the role of the police? Are they -
to act in the same old way in which they were made to act

by the imperialists and would be made to_act by the vested
interests if they are allowed to' have their way? .~~~

" ‘Even conceding that firing, lathi-charges, prohibitory -
orders, ete., canhot be totally excluded, can‘a democratic
Government working’ towards a_Socialist society refuse to: -
bestow attention to the problem of avoiding them in all
possible ways? Again, “even conceding that. strikes' and’
agrarian, struggles should be sought to be minimised in the
interests of national production, can a democratic Govern- .
ment working - towards a Secialist society refuse the right:
of the workers and peasants to collectivély bargain with the
employers and landlords and, if need be, to resort to direct
action? - Ty : R . .

. Can such a Government. afford to allow the Dpolice
machinery and the various sections of the Indian Pénal Code
and the Criminal Procedure Code be used against these -
rights of the workers and peasants for collective bargaining :
and direct action? . IR : T

¥ concede that the Working out of sich a code of beha-’
viour for the police in a welfare State is; by no means; easy. -
But if any Government is sincere in its.claim for being a &
democratic Government working for a Socialist society -

- should it not make a serious effort to work it out? This is-
what our Government tried to do through my policy state-
ment. I am-sorry that, instead of welcoming our initiative
in this respect, your party attacked us for taking this initia- . -
tive, as if it is your party’s task to see that the police still.
act in the way in which it was made to act before the goal of:
Welfare State and Socialist society was accepted by the

nation. * R 3

@ COMMUNISTS US!NG'GbOPERATNE TO.“_MONOPO—:_
~ LISE THE STRINGS OF RURAL ECONOMY”
" . The’ para'dn.'“diﬁerent kinds of ﬁoopefatives” ‘is an
instance of wild and irresponsible attacks against the
Kerala Government and Communist Party and you seem to
be singuiarly innocent of all facts with’ regard to the -Co-

" The different-types of Cooperative Societies that have °
been mentioned by you are those envisaged .in the various °
documents of the All-India Cooperative Movement, .\Many
of them had been functioning in this State even before we '
assumed. office. “The Joint Director -of Industries in charge -
to look into the Cooperatives”, referred to by you, is an office -
‘which existed long before the formation of our Governmeiit -
— actually there were, and are, two such Joint pkectbm,
one in charge. of ‘Handloom  Cooperxatives, and the other of .
Coir Cooperatives. It is strange that you have been made - g
to believe that we created these posts as part of a.deliberate &
‘plan to “monopolise the strings of rural economiy” © - -

" If the formation of cooperatives is such a sinful action -
on the part of our Government, I wonder what you have to. -
say abont the recent decision of the National Development -

o CoT ) ¥ SEE PAGE 12
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- 'Party’s

T HE Japanese Commun-
L jst Party held-its Se-
venth -Congress from July
91 to.August 1 of this year.
Its bulletin - Akahata (Red

Flag) of September 1 has .

just ;‘eached' us.

The Congress adopted a Poli-

tical: Resolution, drew. up a

- Programme of Action, approved

the Moscow Declarations and a

* pew Party Constitution, It elec-

ted a'new ‘Central Committee of’

31, members with Comrade
Sanzo Nosaka as Chairman.

‘At the. Congress, Comrade
'Nosaka ‘presented an extremely
important political report which

not only outlined the tas!

_ thé.day but summed up the long
-inner-Party. struggle which had
gone on for -some years.

Comrade Nosaka pointed out
that under the semi-occupation
regime of the USA, the Japanese
monopolists had revived to a
great extent. As a reflection of
this process, the country had
the Kishi Cabinet, the most re-
actionary Government in- post-
war. Japan,. which fell in with -
the plans of American imperi-
alism, adopted a hostile.attitude
to| People’s China and made
reactionary- onslaughts against

. vi:h? Constitution. : .

& ‘P%zrty’s‘  Basic-

f

Comrade Nosaka said: “Our -

Party must show the people the
way to fight for peace, inde-
pendence, democracy and a bet- .
. ter_life in opposition to the rule
-and policy of American impe-
rialismhg, the Kishi Cabinet and
the Liberal Democratic Party.
Qur Party must show the peo-
ple’s forees the immediate task.
‘of uniting in the.struggle aga-
' inst subordination to the U.S.
", ,and revival of ‘miljtarism. This
- is the most basic task of our
‘Party....” .- : R

In order to strengthen this

versies of the world.

- particularly to the mistakes ! . )
oliey—and the seriousiideol to carry out the historic tasks The parliamentary road is °

of assigned to the Party.”

- centralism and _collt_activ_e']eader-

_ most important task facing the

What Should Be The
- Basic Approach ? |
: P Yudm replies' to Pandit Nehru (The bé’sic' '

approach by Pandit Nehru in the A.1.C. Q.

Economic Review) through the columns of
'WORLD MARXIST REVIEW (December

issue) - . o _
\] - . R Co T 1
% i singlecopy: Re. 1.00 I
_ Annual subscription: Rs. 12.00
. " Reserve your copy )

- Subscribe to WORLD MARXIST REVIE
and keep abreast: of the ideological contro-

|

lapahe_§e~- ?cﬂmmunist

Congress

i

wrinke

fight the Japanese Party has

. decided. to place emphasis on
strengthening ‘mass organisa-
tions and on unity of the mas-
ses in action, to strengthen
the mass links of the Party, to

" build a united front “deci-
sively important in which is
thg .realisation of cooperative

* relations between the Socialist
and Communist Parties.”

: . R

Correction Of

Mistakes

Much attention was devoted
to the problems of the Party,
in
gical-organisational - errors '
_the past period.

The conclusions .drawn from
this were: . £

“«(1) Defence of the Leninist
unity of the Central Committee.
is, in_all circumstances, the pri-
mary duty.... .

“(2) To preserve the unity of’
the Party, it is necessary fo con-
vene Congresses and - Parly
meetings strictly in conformity
with the Rules and constantly’
observe principles of democratic

ship.... :
i S
“(8). The unity of the Party_';;.-
ensured by unity in the Central

. Committee and its close qéntact

with branches....

“(4)  .Inner-Party ‘mat'ters
should not be discussed outside
the Patty and in all circumst-
ances we must try to solve them

inside the Party....- .

“(5) The split. which took
place in the Party became pos-
sible because the political and
ideological level of the mem-
bership was low; theory ‘was
‘neglected and ideological work
not given close attention... the

Party, . above all the |Central
Committee, .is to~arrange for a

®
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Leninism and to raise the poli-

members.”

" In connection with the last

,point the Party Congress
openedr‘;li_gavy fire on revision-
ist tendencies which had in-

tensified since 1955. Dogmatic

qu?roach to reality and an
attitude ruling out any co-
operation with

. The problem of cadres and
the central organs of the Party

was, examined in -great détail. -

A call was made to pay suffi-
cient attention to the defence of
the Party which is now under
severe attack, both by the Gov-
ernment machinery as also ideo-
logically, Attention was direc-
_ted to renewed Trotskyite

Comrade Nosaka

- with the rousing words: “Let us
win a solid unity of the whole
Party and push straight forward

AMERICAN
COMMUNISTS |
PREPARE
THEIR
PROGRAMME

A FTER decisively defeat- )

ing therevisionist:
group ‘headed by John
Gates, American Commun-

sing the many concrete pra-
ctical and - theoretical pro-
- blems ~ facing them. Of
particylar interest is the

discussion recently started

on the Programme. - of the
Party. . : -

The method is interesting.
Apart from discussion in' the
National Executive Committee
and the setting up of a Draft
Programme Committee, theé

- American Party leadership Has
also issued a detailed set of
questions on economie, politi-.

“¢al and = mass-organisational

topics. They want all comrades
to send in their answers and
thus make -even the draft of
the Programme & - genuine
collective product. .

International
Experience

To help the process of dis-
cussion, Comrade James 8.
Allen, who is-in charge of the
has
written -a fundamental article
entitled “Some Key Elements
-of Party Pro me” which
_highlights some of .the main
‘problems. ) N

Comrade Allen begins with
a detailed examination of the
international Communist ex-
perience, especially the his-
toric 12 Parties’ Declaration of
Noyember 1957. T

~On the basis of this docu-
ment he defines Socialism
as a system of society which
would include: a Govern-
ment led by the working
class which is guided by a
- Marxist-Leninist Party;
pablic ownership of the basic

" HEW AGE -

profound ™ study of Marxism~-

tical and theoretical level of the

: intellectuals
was also sharply criticised. - .

concluded -

ists have been busy discus- -

"y
x
*

means of production; social
planning; = development of
fullest democracy while

. safeguarding Socialism; abo-:

o lition_ of all forms of op-
- pression and discrimination;
yvorln'ng-cla_ss international-

Tﬁe second main. . topic

tackled is the concept of pea-

ceful transition, which is de-.

fined as “dynamic, a concept
of class struggles and strate-

gic alliances almed at mono- -

poly....Peaceful transition is
a revolutionary process that
requires Tevolutionary Marxist
leadership, and a fine fighting
mettle on the part of all anti-
monopoly forces.”

Preliminar';y '
Conclusions

Four . preliminary ’cbﬁclu-
sions are drawn: : -

led by the working class
against monopoly, which starts
from . the present struggle
against unemployment, reac-

tion and the danger of war... .

@ To, the extent that we

- advance ~this struggle
biilding ‘up the necessary
alliances. .. to that extent will
we approach the establish-
ment of the pre-requisites for
a' peaceful parliamentary
road. T

@® The struggle may go thro-
ugh a number of. stages,.

with corresponding political -

formations.’

.~ an ever stronger, wiser,
mass Marxist-Leninist Party
is required. : .

The third topic is the idea
of a People’s Government
which “wounld not be a So-
cialist Government but
would open the way to a
working® class Govérnment.”
Such .a Government should
be viewed “as a_high point
in the political struggle
against: monopoly - capita-
lism, and not as a stage of
society.” .

Role Of The

Working Class -

To re_al_ise this perspective
great stress is placed on the:
independent  political role of

the working class -in .present-.--

-day America. In this connec-"
tion, “it seems to me that we
need to revive the. traditional
farmer-labour party perspec-
tive, but in accordance with
the internal ~changes ~ which
are having the effect of more
rapidly turning the country
into a nation of wage-earners, .
placiig the Negro - people in
the position of the most im-
portant ally of labour, reduc-
ing the relative national poli-
tical role- .of the farmers,
although it still remains very
important, and bringing other
large middle strata into con-
flict with the growing mono-
poly power.” . -

Finally, tentative points, are
raised regarding - the control
of monopoly capital in the
period prior to the achieving
of .Socialism.

8

.

a road of mass struggle,

® _Té realise these objectives .

Glowing Tributes
To Late )
Baba Budh Singh

A T a largely attended
mourning gathering ~at
the Bhogceremony of Baba
Budh Singh' in Santhiala on’
November 23, glowing tri-
butes were paid to-him by
-l the various political parties,

social, educational and reli-
janti Many ¥

-
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- uﬁouring' the memory of Jagdish Chandra Bose

is really a growth in

stdture of ourselves.
no longer proffer our homage directly to tl.le man,

and as to the memory of him it is what we will make
of it. So one has to learn to be-worthy of even paying -

‘We can

our respects to a man and a scientist who did that

eat thing—increase ‘the sum of human :
ﬁd? bring recognition _and p;'id’ to the .land of his

_birth. a
iz ORN just a year aftér the
B ‘Great Rebellion of 1857,
‘Bose - turned early to science,
which in itself was quite re-
markable enough. Pushéd on
by the zeal for- science he
worked hard at mastering its

approach _and - the basic -ele-.

ments of its system in Eng-
-land

Calcutta.
post for some twenty years.

This is scarcely the place
to outline his scientific dis-

gious—org _
messages of homage to the g
departed soul were received
from all over India as well

as from abroad.

" Messages from abroad indi-
cated that there was a hartal
‘lin the capital of Malaya to
mourn’ Babaji’s death.

Baba Sohan Singh Bhakna,
veterann revolutionary, paid
homage to Babaji and said
that the National College,
Santhiala, which he founded

personality; his ideals of
peace, ‘national’- unity and ]
solidarity “and rural recon-

struction. - : : . )

Sardar Gopal Singhji ot}
] the Namdhari Panth said that }
Babaji would always be re- |
membered for his work to
spread higher . education in
villages. '

GREAT_
PATRIOT

Harkishan Singh Surjit,
‘Secretary of the Punjab
Committee  of the Commu-
nist Party, said that Babaji
was.a great patriot in the
real sense because he always
supported the right cause that |
aimed at serving the people
of India, no matter from
‘| where it was initiated.

Jagjit Singh Anand, Secre-
tary of the Punjab Peace

Coungcil, said that Babaji was

a pillar of the peace -move-

ment in Punjab. - :

Sohan Singh Josh, veteran
Communist leader of Punjab,
dwelt on the sacrifices of
Babaji in Malaya in support
of the Indian - Freedom.
movement.

‘Among others who paid
tributes to Babaji was the
‘representative of the Siro-
mani- Gurudwara Prabhan- |
dhak Committee, = - .

It was decided by the
meeting to raise 2 fund so
that a befitling memorial |
can be erected in the memo-
ry of Babaji in the National
College in Santhiala, |

'DECEMBER T, 1060

was the living symbol of his }.-. -

COVETies. i

iat-to begin with he work-
that to begl the . as gain which is to be: pur—

ed on the subject of

- properties of electric waves,
devised—a micro electro-
magnetic wave generator

hands as early ce

" as'1894—the forerunner of _traction,

led to the-

-spectacular developments of

r and micro-specto-

- with his own
researches that

_rddar
graphy.

Turning to biology he dis-
played his genius for desi_gn- )
delicate and ‘sensitive Ins-
truments which almost l{te--
rally made -the plants write.
this was his responsé
of the similarits of
the - living and -
non-living organisms to sti- .

ing

Behind
to the fact
‘response of

muli.
Jagdish Bose
-prove -that the
. ‘are &s sensitive - as anim
though their

manifesting
ness. It has been

‘the part of inorganic

stepping stone ‘
fleld of- cybernetics,
_ today amazes the world. "

What  distinguished

" yersatile in many - fields,
miuch so that many

ed him the father cf

biologist” but
ed his research
the world.

- He lived in the world, sen-
and to
‘the call of the times.. He
" ‘'was as a teacher loved to
: as a friend
the great
remember
with
bindrandth Tagore. ManY ihen Congress

sitive to its problems

reverence and

- . cherished even by

" —one has only to

 his . correspondence
Ral

who knew him have, spoken

" of his sensitivity to litera-

. tuer, his grasp of philosophy.
1t is also a Aitting tribute to
to say that as
decade of
this century he saw that scien-
as. the work
but as.the
of the collective mar-
Hence in
November 1917—& significant

* month for the world!—came
_ the Bose Institute, now the
' _of which he
till his death

the Acharya
early as the first

ce would grow not
of “lonely genius”
product
. shalling of talent.

pride of India,
was the Director
" on November 23, 1937.

DECEMBER 7, 1958

Tor some fiver years. On’
his return he took up the post
of Assistant Professor of Phy-
sics in the Presidency College,
He worked at this

was able to
higher plants
als

- organisational
" properties disable them from
such sensitive-
sald that the
- Acharya's study of the pro-

‘blem of response to stimuli on-
matter
—including metals—was the
to the whole
which

3 the
‘great man was, hOWEVer, his
concept of What being a scien-

tist entailed. Not only was he
1 S0

have call-
the radio
_and Bernard Shaw wrote to

him as “the greatest lving
he never allow-
to shut out

knowledge

efi the Institute was in--
aupurated Jagdish Bose spoke
in|words that will ring thro-
ugh history and we can do no
better. than to close with a
few extracts. Since we are
unworthy, let the man’s own
words commémorate him. .
“The ideal of giving, of en-
riching, ini fine, of self-renun-
ciation in response. to the
highest - call of humanity is
the other and complementary
jdeal. The motive power,.for-
this is to be found not in per-
sonal ambition but in the eff-
acement of all liitlenéss, and
i i t igno-

determined . purpose to take

part in that infinite struggle
to win knowledge for its own

- sake and sep Truth face to
“The outlook is endless, for- -

the goal is infinity. The full

realisation ‘cannot be through i
“one life or one fortune, but
. through the eooperation of

many lives and many fortunes.

" The possibility of a fuller ex-

pansion ‘will depend on very

large endowments. But a be- -
sgining must be made, and this -
is the. genesis of the founda-
tion of this Institute. I came
_with nothing and shall return

if something be -
accomplished in the interval, -

as I came;’

that will indeed have beén a

privilege. What I have, X will .

offer; and one who had shared

. with me the struggles and

hardships that have had te be
faced has wished to bequeath-
aHl that is hers for the same .
object.’ T

the_uprootiz
rance which regards anything - “The excesSi ;
2 in modern science has led to

chased at another’s loss. This
‘I know, that.no vision of truth
.can come except in-the ab-
sence of ‘all’ sources of dis-
and when - the mind
"has reached the point of rest.
And for my disciples I call on
those: very few who will de-
vote their whole life  with
strengthened character. and

the danger of losing sight of
the fundamental fact that
there can be but one truth,
‘one science, - whi¢h - includes
all the branches of knowledge.
How chaotic appear the hap-
penings in Nature! Is Nature
a Cosmos in which the human
mind is some day to realise
the uniform march of sequ-

fsation—girrou rghtrer=habi=0

ence, order, and law?

peculiarly fitted to realise the
idea of .unity, and to see in
the phenomenal world an or-
derly universe. ; .
“Jt was this-trend of thou-
ght that led me unconsciously
to the frontiers of different
sciences and shaped the course -
of my work _in it~ constant
alternation between the theo-
retical and the praetical, from

the ‘invqsti

gani yO
_nised life.and its m

gation. :oi the' inbr-
d to that of orga--

activities of growth, of move-
ment, and even of sensation.

- Thus ‘the lines of physics, of
. physiology, and of. psychology

converge and meet. And here.
will assemble those who would

seek oneness amidst the mani- =

far o
.| —MOHIT-SEN "
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A scene from
Sastrl (extreme right—Thoppil
Harijan reformist. makes advanc
(second from left—Sulochana)

treme left—Gopinathan), the Prodigal Son
(second from right—K. S.

van) and Vasu

T Club (KPAC), famous
for its You Made Me a Com-
maunist, Prodigal Son and
other plays, was in Bombay
Citg for about ten days in the
middle of November. ’

As a. cultural organisation
affiliated to the Indian People’s
Theatre Association, the KPAC

has been contributing its share. -

in remodelling the socio-cultu-
ral life of the people of Kerala.
KPAC'’s You Made Me a Com-
munist had been-staged about
1,007 times .and it created his-
tory when it was banned by the
Government in
Travancore-Cochin. This = bam
order raised such an uproar in
Kerala that its echo could be
heard even in the Legislative
Assembly. The High Court qua-
shed the ban order and the play
was again allowed to be staged.
_The people of Bombay were
eager to see this - play. and
KPAC's latér and equally suc-
cessful production, Prodigal Son.
- There were two stagings of
.each ‘of these plays and each
show was witnessed by a ga-
thering of about 5,000 people.
" ‘A section of intellectuals ge-

nerally hold the beliet that -

The Prodigal Son: The discredited former MLA
Krishna Pillai)

, in the garb of a
gir]l Chellamma
than .(eX=-

HE Kerala People’s Art ".KPAC is merely a propaganda

wing of the Communist Party.

Com:

| Staged In

- @ “Communist”’ or “Congress”,
the actual question confront-

" ing the-audience was whether
the. factors that made one &
‘Communist = as portrayed
through this drama, were &
true depiction - Of the actual

- situation. So far as this aspect

was concerned; no one could .

deny the existence of such
jactors in Kerala, which final-
ly led the old man in - You

Made Me a Communist to ~

_become a Communist.
Another great success of the
KPAC's plays like . You  Made

People from all walks of life' . Me A Communist and Prodigal

in Bombay with differing poli-
tical ideologies, however, equ=
ally appreciated and enjoyed the
plays : ,

" In the words.of Sri Balraj’

Sahni, whether you made me

The poor debt-ridden head of
the family (0. Madhavan),
You Made Me A Communist.
He has now to borrow even
a bit of tobacco for chewing, .
but for the moment is find-
ing pleasure ting
about the feudalistic past his
ancestors enjoyed.

NEW AGE.

" have

Son lies'in the fact that they’
succeeded’ in portraying
most effectively people from the
lowest strata of society as heroes
and heroinés: ° R

* While. the themes of the two
plays—Prodigal Son and Survey
Mark — have a predominantly

social content, You Made Me a
Co

ist.can be classed as-a
really political one. In the for-
Imer, we come across the inevit-
able_ evil consequences .. Of a

time-worn feudalistic set-up,

‘whereas in the ‘latter, we wit-
ness the rising ‘class_-conscious-
“ness ‘among . the toiling masses

. and their mighty organised fight

against their exploiters.
Sri K. A. Abbas who inaugu-

rated the Drama Festival obser-

ved that Kerala jhad created
history. in ‘more than one way,

. Kerala showed that two politi-
‘cal systems could coexist in-this -
_country. In the field of dramas, -
Kerala .created history in pro--

ducing a drama which'had been

staged successfully more than 2
-thousand times. -~ o

. Sri"Balraj Sahni, who was

. the chief - guest -on_the. final

day of; the -Drama Festival,

FESTIVAL

lade @fﬁ

observed: “I hail ffom Punjab

~awhich has produced famous
\artists and actors like Prithvi=
raj, Raj Kapoor, Dilip Kumdy, -
Nargis, Gita Bali ‘and Dév

* Andand, ‘and today I bow my "

head in salute to these artists , . -

from Kerala, who have showr
‘me what real acting looks: -
like. In fact, I should say that .~
‘they .do not act, but they re-
 ally live on the stage, in theéir
particular Toles,” Lo i
Dr. Fryd, chief of the Czecho~ - -
slovak puppet show, who was -
the chief -guest on the second:
day. of the Drama Festival, -
‘wished KPAC. every success. . -
The same week, Bombay wit-"
nessed another Malayalee cul-
tural programme of. Kerala's
traditional Kathakali, The Ka-

" thakali programme Wwas orga-

nised by the so-called Kerala -
Deémoeratic Front and was poli=" ~
tically aimed-against the Kerala
Governmentsand: the Commu~ "
_nist Party. This was made very
wlear in their own publicity -
- literature and souvenir. o
And the response of the City
to the two programmes was in-
teresting. Whereas- the KPAC
. programme at the G.S. Medical
College 'Ground; was drawing
- about 5,000 people each day, the -
- Kathakali . performance; = just -
about two furlongs away at the.
_Parsi Gymkhana Grounds, was*’
struggling - to_get even “three
hundred a day, Their atiempts
to slander the Kerala Govern-.
ment through the Xathakali:
performance in Bombay was an_

cally ‘and culturally in spite of -
the fact that Congress and PSP
leaders like Sri Dhebar, Asoka
Mehta as well as Minoo Masani
were patrons of the show. .- "
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_utter failure, financially, politi- __b- -
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HE Workmens’ - Com-

. pensation Act; -1923;: :
discussions and co

was ‘last amended in 1946,
And it ‘was universally felt

7.’ "~ that the requirerients of

the working class had out-

L grown the provisions of the -

Act and it was to be radi-
<]‘:ally .amended.

-’ | The growing - industrialisa-

tion and the accompanying
mechanisation had increased

the number’ of accidents and
_enhanced the scope of occu-
pational diseases. The pro-
" "blems of industrial safety and
- hygiene had also grown -in
* magnitude: . - i

<.~ It was.in May 1953 that-the

= Government of India circula-

" -ted certain . amendments - to

the various State' . Govern-
- ments to elicit their opinion.
A memorandum of- suggested

amendments.was again circu-

. AN_UNSATISFACTORY

P . o
And 'the present amending
Bill is: an outcome | of these

Twelye years after the
last amendment, five years
of consultation and discus-
that,the amendments pro-
posed would be |thorough
and far-reaching and would
meet most of the|vital re-
quirements . of
lisation. But it is fot so. .

The best that the| Govern-
ment has done is to reduce the
walting period of seven days
in the principal Act. Even here
it proposed to reduce it only
to five days. After; a'lot of
fight put up by the Commun-
ist M. P.s’in particular, the
Government has now reduced
it to three days.

. The other major! amend-
ment is to Schedule I where

‘the earlier irrational percent-’

ultations. .

sion created the impression:

ustria--

[LABOUR

@ BY RAJ BAHADUR GOUR, M.P..

juries have been revised and
enhanced. Schedule II -speci-
fying - certain. . occupational
diseases lias been improved.
- The employer is riow liable to
notify not only fatal accidents
but also those involving “seri-
-ous bodily injury”. If the com-
pensation is not pald withina
reasonable time after it be-
.comes due, the employer is
now liable to be charged in-
terest and fine to be remitted
to the workmen or his depart-
ment, as the case may be. The
fine that could be levied on
any employer for non-com-
pliance of the provisions of
the Act has been doubled.
Amounts spent on the treat-
ment shall not be deducted
from the compensation.

But the Bill falls far short

particularly in the following
respects: T
® The rates of compensation
are the same old irrational
rates. They are not increased.
The suggestion that the com-
pensation + paid - should be
more in the ease of young
workers hecause of the lon-
ger period for which - they

would have earned normally.

has’ been turned down.

employees should be covered
has not been accepted. '
© The wage ceiling remains

. at Rs. 400, it has not been

increased- to Rs. 500. "

© 'The suggestion that em-
ployer’s contribution to

provident fund- should be in-

‘chided in the wage definition .

has not been accepted.
@ The demand that not only
fatal accidents and those

® Many occupational disea- involving serious injury but

ses -such as “writers’ - all the accidents .should be
cramp”, miners’ nystagmus,” notified has been turned
cellulitis and burgitis (pecu- down. B
liar to miners) have all not @ The proposal that even in
been included. - ’ case of an accident due to
© - Cardamom::% plantations - negligence on the part of the

‘are not. covered and worker, compensation should
clerks continue to be exclud- be paid not only in‘case of

ed. The suggestion that in death as is provided in the

theé-case of mining, in view of existing Act, but also in.the

°
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Muus}tnes in various States can

e overthrown. ' . - .
b “We have tried to. overthrow

.’ >3 one by legal means and we have

succeeded. Why should there be
anything  against ‘that? If you
want to overthrow it, do it in

the same way as we hgve done,’

That, you try to do things ina

good way, and meet the "de- -
mands of the people and society

yourself. But, no they w::mt to

create ‘an atmosphere as if this

Government is not liked by the

people and theré is violence and

jnsecurity in the land” .

He concluded by saying ﬂ}at
‘he did not want the impression
to be created among the pepp}e
that no elected de“e_mment will
have any value because any-
thing will be done to overthow
it. “Therefore, in-this tactic of
overthrowing the Kerala Gov--
ernment this privilege motion
not be allowed.” )

A. K. Gopalan speaking ‘to-
wards the end of the discussion

_ read out the second telegram of

the Kerala Chief Minister, say-
ing that the first one was meant

only for the Home Minister. He —

said in the telegram that he
never -intended to é:ast asper-
sions or reflections oni any Mem-

quest h.un to see.that as far as .

the Congress members in Kerala

are concerned, ‘they might also L

be careful in their open spee-
ches and writings - so that with
care!
things may not recur and there
may be harmony all round.”
Among other speakers, Mr.
Frank Anthony lent powex:ful, '
support to Mr. Masani’s motion,
repeatedly suggesting’ that -even
if it' was an instance in which .
the Prime Minister was involv- -
‘ed a similar motion should be
brought against him. . ;
Sri Khadilkar - asking Mr. -
Masani to drop the motion said
that it was the duty of Parlia-
ment to be équally vigﬂgnt 1
about the decorum and dignity
of the Chief Ministers 'in the .
States, - t

ilness on both sides, such '-. » o
i pal in other directions, too.
" He said: . :

X FROM PAGE 2

“In parliamentary . demo-
cracy there is need for a
healthy opposition. Perhaps
there can be no harm in there
being two trade union organi-
sations, one functioning as &
healthy  opposition” to the
other, in trade union demo-
cracy also,” His only fear is
“that the Communists
play the game according to
. his rules. -

Since Ramanujam’s brand

. of. parliamentary democracy

can only mean & two-party

S W‘hat SrlRamanUJa\m re-

will not

" that he was arguing his case,’

’ Referring to Sri Asoka
‘Mehta quoting the Congress
“ Working = Committee_resolu-.
tion, he said Sri Mehta had
-exposed himself to the charge

United Trade Union Congress
to merge themselves in elther
of -the two all-India orgapi-
; sations - hastily assuring
stting support from a parti-, Vg distinct
Cilar party which feels rather that gg aﬂ‘;"f,;ﬁ By
afraid to act and at the same

system, he has advised -the-
Hind Mazdoor Sabha and the -

ects by propounding his two-..
i)arty system is the generally-
accepted . principle of one

union in one.industry. It is.
“not difficult to discern-in this:

the lurking - fear that once
this democratic principle of
one ‘union in one industry-is
accepted, the workers' col-
sciousness will not leave Very.

much. room for the- INTUC

with its present -policies and
practices. - - -
But those who want to

continue- to exist on -the-

- basis of the disunity of the
‘working class cannot build
‘a united organisation.. The
‘INTUC today- is a house

-~ divided against itself — the
. only .unity that exists in its
. leadership -is the
_against the Communists.

‘1t was none. other than

Bihar’s Congress Chief Minis-

unity

INTUC’S JAMSHEDPUR

" ter Sri Srikrishna Sinha, in
‘his inaugural address to the

neral Council session read
?\ft by the . State’s Labour
Minister Binodananda -Jha,
whio referred to “cases of split. .
firtie INTUC at.certain places
due'to group rivalry.” - T .
-Tt:was given to.Sri Vasavda - .
to dpenly join issue with the
Chiéf Minister next day by
denying that “there was any -
dissgnsion among the: INTUC
workers as mentioned in the ..
inaugural speech of the Chief
Minister.” But how long doe;
he think he can keep the
reality . covered by such :
denials? - St ) o )
The INTUC leaders have:
met,: discussed: and
themselves . against. - trade
union unity and mobilisation
of the workers in defence of

their interests. . Now it is'for. .

the -INTUC ranks to discuss
and decide this q_ues%lqn.

time, through some utterances 5.

sometimes credtes an_atmos-
phere that this is a Govern-

Jated in September, 1956. . . ages of disability in various in-

1

of the requirements, most the hazards involved, all the

DHEBA
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.. ~Council which called for a “massive expansion” of the co-

" “operative movement. Probably you. would-say that that -
decision is all right for all the 13 States of India, but if that

_ is implemented in our State, it 'becomes a wily manceuvre: -
-on the part of the Communist Party to -monopolis}e the
strings of fural economy! Perhaps you want this monopoly
over the strings of rural econiomy to be held by your party!

" @ TRANSFERS OF OFFICERS L -

|
I

' The figure of 854 transfers of police officers quoted does

" not represent transfers made by Government alone, but
" includes transfers ordered among police officers of all ranks,
- -consisting of about twelve thousand persons, during the

-~ period of over a year. There is nothing -extraordinary in-
) this, . : : :
The following broad principle underlines such transfers.
) Whenever allegations against police officers are made {o the
- Government or to departmental officers, and it is considered
by either of them that immediate transfers are called for,

' pending enquiry into such allegations, transfers are ordered.

_ (1) It'is true that' Sub-Inspector Mohandas was placed
under suspension by Government pending enquiry by the
District Collector, Trivandrum, into allegations against him.
It is also true that the allegation that he had misused his
‘authority on the basis of personal animosity was made by
Sri Kesala Ramadas, City Councillor.. The enquiry against
the Sub-Inspeé,'ior has not yet been completed by the Dis-

« trict Collector.*-A meeting of the Trivandrum City Corpo-

- -ration passed a resolution demanding that action shmild.be
taken against the officer for misconduct. L
. (2) Sri KM. Varghese, Sub-Inspector of Police, was not
transferred from Kuthiathode on the report of -the R.D.O.
He was transferred to the District Intelligence Bureau) 'Tri-
_vandrum, because he had been specially trained in D.IB.
work. ' The enquiry into the allegations against the |Sub-
Inspector was an independent matter, which is being" dis-

I

posed of according to merits and rules, . R
(3) Sub-Inspector of Police, Sri K.V. Gopalan Nain, was -

-transferred from Thiruvella on the recommendation orf the

District Collector, Alleppey, who was enquiring into an|alle-

~ gation of high-handed action by the Sub-Inspector, There -

was ne party issue in this. i R
i (4) Stri M. Parameswaran, Sub-Inspector, was trans-
ferred from Payyannur in 10/57, and not in 8/57, as stated.
‘This was not done because he failed to prevent a black-flag .
demonstration against the Finance Minister, but because
. there were several allegations against the Sub-Insp:ector .
which were under enquiry by the Collector of the District.

It was considered necessary by Government that the |Sub- -

“Inspector should be transferred out of the place to facili-

tate proper enquiry. - e
-~ (5) No Sub-Inspector has been transferred from the
Nattika Police Station, because he treated as suicide a‘ case
suspected as murder. S S
3 (6). It is true'that Sri C.S. Thankappan, Sub-Inspector, .

, was transferred from Kazhakkuttam when there werel cer-
tain allegations against him. They were the subject matter
of enquiry by the-Inspector-General of Police who'fmmd the
more serious allegations against him not proved. But ;loca.l
circumstances made it expedient to transfer him and hence
he was transferred. .- S j :

(1) Sri N. Ramabhadran, Sub-Inspector, was transferred
from Vidura to Kazhakuttam as a consequence of the trans-
fer of Sri Thankappan from Kazhknttam, Had Sri Rama-
bhadran. been transférred because of his action against local
Cpmmunists, Kazhakuttam would not have been the place to
transfer him to, since, according to the earlier alle tion,

. the -transfer of the Sub-Inspector from Kazhakuttam|had.
also the purpose of replacing an inconvenient incumbént by
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. that the transfers of Sub-Inspectors Sri Madhava Menon

. them in a few such cases.
. bar to employment in Government service.
. general policy. .

‘ charge could not be £ ground for discharge and, therefore,

- time, frankly admitted by Sri Damodara Menon) 646 persons
" were discharged, dismissed or removed from service.

NVAAAAAAANNS AAAPAANA

a more amenable one. o .

(8) Sri K, Madhava Menon, Sub-Inspector of Changana-
cherry was transferred to a distant place due to the fact
that in enquiries conducted by the Anti-Corruption. Depart-
ment, prima facie charges were established against him and
his transfer was considered necessary for the proper prose-
cution of further enquiries by the Anti-Corruption Depart-
ment. The allegation that the opinion of the local Cell.
Committee prévailed in the matter is not trme. = -

i Sri VK. Sankara Menon, Sub-Inspector, was transferr-
ed from Vellathuval Station (not Chithirapuram) on relief
there by Sri K. -Madhava Menon, transferred from Changa-
nacherry Police Station as stated above. It may be noted

and Sri Sankara Menon, were mutual and if the allegation
is that they were transferred because “of their antagonism’
to Communists, such a mutual transfer could not have
materially served the alleged purpose,

® PACKING OF POLICE WITH MEN 'OF COMMUNIST
PERSUASION . ' .

| This matter has been discussed by me with you. I made
it clear to you that after our Government came to power,
our State Government put an end to the discriminatery

LA R A A 2 A WV VYV VIV VIV VY V.V VS

" policy adopted by.Central and other Stite Governments

re: employment of those who held Communist views, Those
who hold Communist views or are related to prominent
Communists have not been employed in Government service

" in other States or the Centre. Our State Government has

examined cases where men were dismissed from service on
charges of Communist sympathies and we have reinstated
And Communist views will be no
This is the

Re: the specific cases you have pointed out, the follow-
ing are the observations I desire to make: - ' 3
Re. Ex-Captain Kérala Varma: He had applied for re- 3

'.émployment but no decision has so far been taken about

the case. '

Re. Ex-P.C. Vijayan of Punalur: He was discharged from
service because his “character and antecedents were not
satisfactory” but on a scrutiny, it was found that this vague

he was ordered to be reinstated. . - s
Re. T.K. Krishnan: Sri T.K. Krishnan has been appoint- 3
ed in the Trade School on the advice of the Public Service
Commission. ‘No information regarding his background as a g
dismissed Police ‘Constable is readily available, 3
Re. Reinstatement of 600 discharged persons of the
M.SP. in the Armed Reserve and the other inferior service in
the Secretariat: The facts of the case are that following a
strike in the MLS.P. in 1946, the guiding force of which was 3.
Sri K.A. Damodara Menon, now President, KPCC (according z

to the records, his association with the strike was, at that

This §
includes also 220 persons who resigned from service. . In July’
1957, a representation was made by the Ex-MSP Association

. to Government  requesting for reinstatement in service.

Because the strike which led to the discharge of those per-
sons was a move to increase emoluments and against -in-
security of tenure for the temporary hands, and there was no
other blemish on these persons, Government decided that::

(i) Fifty per cent of the vacancies arising in future in
the Armed Reserve Unit should be filled up from amongst .
these persons under the age of 40, subject to their being
medically fit; and - -

(ii) Those above 40 years should be .given some prefer-
ence for absorption. as peons in -future vicancies in the
various District offices subject to the concurrence of the
Public Service Commission. : : "

* ° NEW AGE

case of “serious and perma-
nent disablement” as i1s pro-
vided for in the British Act
has been rejected. .
@ The demand that it should

be made obligatory on the

: pé’.rt of the employers to pro-

vide treatment to the injured
worker at its expense and also
‘supply artificial limbs or aids
has not been accepted.
@ The suggestion

that th

-definition of employment
should be so enlarged as to
include not - only workers
working on any premises but
also those working outside but

in connection with the manu-

facturing process or the busi-
ness and trade has not been
‘accepted.. -

.

Such are the serious lags in
‘the present amending Bill. -

But all this is evidently a
lame excuse and a trick to
postpone the question,
which has been under con-
sideration for the last five

" years. In December 1955,

when. Communist M. - P.
Renu Chakravartty moved
a non-official Bill, a “com-
. prehensive Bill’ was promi-
. sed. Subsequently = when
Communist- MP. T B.
‘Vittal Rao raised a half-

hour discussion, the same

promise was repeated. .

And this is the result. The
trade union ‘movement will
have"to make its pressure ifelt
to achieve tangible resuits. -

AFTER DOLLARS,
'NOW ‘STERLING

UICK in succession to the
offer by an American
union of dollars to fight
Communism - among steel
workers of India has come the
British decision, to offer ster-
ling for the'same purpose,
Hindustan Times (Novem-

ber 28, 1958) has reported a
decision of the British Trade
Union Congress = to intensify
its efforts in British colonies
and. certain -Commonwealth-
countries through the Special
Commonwealth Fund.

- The same report adds, that
a British TUC spokesman had
said that they were, “keenly
interested in the Indian Trade
Union movement” and the
“Communist infiltration peril”.

So now both dollars and
sterling will be made avail-
able. R
One is tempted to ask -Sri

Ramanujam whether this is
“in complete harmony with
the traditions, culture and as-
pirations of the Indian peo-
ple”? - « R

DECEMBER: 7, 1958

ber of Parliament or his conduct
or procedings of the House.
: The- context made it clear,
* the telegram said, that if the
State Government was not al-
" lowed to present correct facts,
@ one-sided version may ap-
" pear as slander ~on Kéralo
Government agnd the impres-
" sion would be damaging for
that Government, Comrade
Gopalan said in order to Tes-
tore the dignity—and privilege
‘ of ; the House the: "mat‘ter
should be ended.. o
““The Prime .
- my Party and others to. be‘ catre-
£ul in our speeches and writings.

I accept it. I would only. re- ’ .
y 4—__‘ W ’ calculations easier. .
: - A ————— " _?_——-—————'-———-—— 3 R : -
il 1959 PICTORIAL CALEWDAR. " A single systom
With'12 beautiful photographs of Lenin, Sun Yat-sen, - country will
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Minister asked .

Gandhi, Fochik, Dimitrov, Lincoln, )
D:nge, "Prem Chand, Ta.g’ore and Bharafi.: .
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ment which is not desired by
_the major parly ruling the
country.’ . ;
Despite the Prime Minister
saying he would have preferred
if, this motion . had not been-
brought, the motion was adop-
ted by the Lok Sabha. A num-
ber of Congress members i.n-‘
cluding Secretary of the Parlia-
mentary Party Dr. Ram Subhag
Singh voted against the motion.
1 The Home ° Mmlsﬁ (\lvgo?
some participants in the debate
had suggested as being charged
with the task of.defending the
Kerala Government neither
spoke nor was he present in the
the House at the time of voting.

Ajoy Ghosh, EM.S,,
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. that represent the
interests of the working peo-

I N the- traditional land
of bourgeois democracy,

we witness the tragedy of

its approaching demise. Un-
able to rule by normal
.methods, French reaction
has preferred an open-dic-
tatorship by a clique of the
biggest monopolies m the
country.

With the elections for the

.new National Assembly ends -

.the prologue which introduces
" a dark chapter in French his-
tory — the Fifth Republic of
French dishonour — that be-
gan with-the military putsch
in Algeria on May 13.

Not. only for the French
people, but for all peace-lov-
ing - peoples, it was a matter
of grave concern when the
-monster of fascism raised its
head in France — a -great
Furopean -and world Power —
with . the “war cry: Algeria
- Francais. The Referendum of
September 28, gave this mons-
‘ter (4 ‘constitutional garb,
the present elections have

_provided it-with ‘Republican K

". ornamentation.

" The UNR, the: orgamsatxon
of the Soustelles and Massus,
the colons ‘of Algeria who are
out for a naked military dic-

’ tatorship,
many as 188 seats in the 265-
‘members National Assembly.

‘Communist

Vote : .
C The biggest polltical party
* in the country, the French
. Communist Party; although
- -it polled ALMOST THREE
.TIMES AS MUCH VOTES
- as.the MRP (Catholics) has
got FIVE TIMES LESS
SEATS than that organisa-
. tion of reaction.

While awaiting for a detail-

.ed evaluation of the .election
- results some
_ immediately noted.

facts may be

Indeed, the events- preced-
ing ‘these elections had al-
ready predetermined 'their re-
sults. The first attack of fas-
cism always falls on the forces
genuine

ple, above all the Commumsu

Parties. H

De Gaulle’s new constitution

"curtailed the rights of the

new National Assembly to the
maximum, while the electoral

law was solely aimed at re-.

ducing the number of deputies

‘representing France’s working

people © — -
. Deputies — to the minimum.

the Communist
: Electoral. constitutencies
;- were redivided with a view to
" splitting up the electorate
supporting ‘the Communists
‘and amalgamating them with
neighbouring electorates .con-
trolled by reactionary parties.
The system of two  stage
voting on top of’ the “small
constituencies was adopted —_
the same system which in the
1928 elections, had given
the French Communist Party
only 14 seats while securing
for the Right-wing “Republi-
can and Democratic Union”
142 seats, although the French-
Communist Party had polled
‘much more than . twice the
nuber of votes. :

And when, despite. these
..PAGE FOURTEEN

- .dominate the
. “dominate the French Go-

has captured as

- fradulent laws,

pe - French
Comm Party emerged
after- the first round, still
leading with the llargest per-
centage of votes, many hasty
unholy alliances were entered
into between 'the Rightist
parties and the Secialist
Party, to keep the Communist
candidates out. But the Socia-
list Party under Guy Mollet.

. which, betraying the interests

of the French workers, had
jumped into the |'de Gaulle

band-wagon in the hope of
romping .home through the
elections,
being rolled under '

‘No. Stable |
‘Govt. Possn le

finished| by itself

An Assembly, thus elected
cannot provide | a stable
Government, cannot mam

. tain illusions for any length -

of time. The- blg‘ ‘bubble of.
de Gaulle, the arbiter
“above all parties will soon
be pricked for all the French
‘people to see. The Sous-
- telles and Massus who now
Assembly will

vernment — will§ dominate
de Gaulle himself. And
soon the French people will
see de Gaulle as the tool of
the French fascists.

The Press has already noted .
the' lack of ‘interest and the
apathy of the French people
in these elections.

Voting was
remarkably poor. Press Cor-
respondents wrote “The
deserted polling stations pre-
sented 2 - sad 51ght ” And,
when 1in. the first round. only
40 of the 465 contests were
decided, even the - com-
plained that it wds an un-
precedented situation for
France.

The last six months indicate
to the French people what: is

to follow. The colonial war-

in Algeria continiues to sap the
French economy. Le Monde

had reported that during the

past four years France spent
both directly and indirectly,
one thousand million Us.
dollars of foreign exthange on
the Algerian war, The sum of
800,000 million francs, that is

‘now being spent is estimated

to increase further next year.
The economic situation of the
country is, therefore, worsen-
ing. Even de Gaulle’s Finance
Minister; Antoine Pinay, had

~to admit, hardly a|week be-

fore. these very elections: “We

are confronted with the
" threats, of inflation | and un-
employment.” .
French__-ﬂe_rmhn :
Axis '

And on top of this comes

"the news of an “entente Cor-
diale”
chauvinists and the Bonn
militarists — alarming not
only for the French
but ' equally for the other
- European, peoples.

between the French
people,

In this situation -the world

is thankful that there exists
a staunch and’ powerfui figh-
-ter against this trend of .fas-
éism —
munist Party of France..

-+ Its Polit Bureau succinetly

_stated after the first|round of.

the valiant Com-

by RAZA ALI

| ELECTION.

~ tie”,

in West Berlin, and possessing
tions; should not:be. forced to. -

voting “.:. ,an outrageous

reactionary and fascist putsch '

is} manifesting itself. - The
Communist Party of France
demonstrates itself to be a
powerful force in opposition to
the reactionaries and the war.
It has always been the prmci- :
pal bastion of democracy. '

“The anti-Communist atti-
tude of the Socialist - -leaders
has once again played a role-
against the interests of the
working class, democracy and
France.

'“The most mportant task
for the immediate future is to
unite all the working and re--

ﬁublican-forces to block  the

anger of faseism....”

SOVIET
PROPOSAL
ON BERLIN

T HE new Soviet proposals
on Berlin — meant in the
words of Khrushchov to be a

-step “aimed at eliminating a

hotbed of tension, at assuring

a world -deténte, providing

normal. conditions for peace-

ful coexistencé and competi-.
tion” — now occupy the cen-

tre of the world political .
stage.

The imperialist aggressive
circles are furious and the
U.S. brasshats--have started
sabre-rattling. But'large set-
tions of the world . Press, in-
cluding the Western Press, re-

fleet the fact that the earnest-

ness. of the Soviet initiative is
making itself felt, the world"
over. ) )

Westerm
Arguments =

However, the main argu-
ment brought against the
Soviet proposal is the Potsdam
Agreement. But even. the
Conservative - Daily- Express
(November 26) is forced to
admit: “..... the whole con-

_ception on which' the  Four-

Power occupation of Berlin

‘was based no longer exists —

if it ever existed at all.”

The fact is that behind
this argument lies not any
high regard for principles,

. but the fond hope that the
‘status quo can be conti-
‘nued . till the German
Democratic Republic, re-
nouncing her Socialist path,
joins the Federal Republic
in the NATO fold. Qualify-
ing such hopes.as “fantas-
Khrushchov in. " his
Press Conference had asked
whether' this was not as-
much wishful thinking as-
‘believing that Adenauerand
his Government could be
persuaded to adopt a Socia-
list trend in their pohtical
activrty. o

‘The ~Soviet proposal, by

"meaking Berlin a free city, is
~actually suggesting a realistic

step so “that people residing

different views and conviex

NEW AGE

P T

S A T R e

G_ EORGI DAMIANOV,
President. - .of = the
Presidium of the Natio-
.nal-Assembly of the Peo-
ple’s - Republic of Bul-
garia and Member of the
Polit Bureau of the Cen-
tral Committee of the

‘Bulgarian = Communist
d Party, passed away after
. prolonged . illness * in

Sofia’ on November 27'
- last. .

i
:

eorgi Damianov wor-
. ked for many years
. under the close guidance
; of the great leader of
i the
Georgi Dimitrov, and be-
longed to the old
tempered guard of the ~
Bulgarian Communist
Party. Having passed
with unbreakable firm-
ness and valour through
the fire of the epic Sep-
tember  Uprising of 1923
Georgi Damianov un-
folded an intensive ac-

ker of the: Comintern
during the years of fas-:
cism and war.

After the victory of
September 9, 1944, he
devoted all his energy to

" decept_against their will -a

system which they do not
like.” (Khrushchov at the
Press Conference)

At the same time it is sug-
gesting a concrete step to
break the deadlock on the

. German problem

As Walter Ulbricht has
pointed out in an interview to
the British Daily Mail (No-
vember 24): “If foreign troops
were withdrawn it would be
possible to neutralise Berlin,

and this would also be a help "
in preparing a peace treaty. -

The withdrawal of foreign .
troops from Berlin would also
provide an example for .the

-whole of Germany as to how

a nearer approach and better
understanding between -:the
two German States could be
made easier. This would cer-
tainly help towards reunifica.-
tion through a German league
of States.” - ’

The Soviet- proposals have
made the attitude of Western
Powers -appear even more
grotesque. Even The Observer
(London) came out editorial-
1y, warning that the Western
Powers “must recognise that
if they persist in their present
policy, which tacitly accepts
the permanent division of
Germany, they will find it in-
creasingly hard to maintain

‘their position in Berlin with-

out risking war.”

Step Towards .
Peace Treaty . .

- And Walter Lippman (in
Washington Post, November
25)" sarcastically commented:
“Lacking a policy of our own

for .the unification of Ger--

many,  we have become hys-
terically attached to the status .
quo. It often looks as if. we

‘were not quite sure.of the dis-

tinction between hardening of
will and. hardening of arte-
ries »eo } .

Bulgarian: people, -

- the

iivity of a fearless wor- .

. suggest a six months’

the building up of . the
People’s Republic of Bul-
garia, its armed forces,
to the rallying of the
Bulgarian working peo-
ple under the banner of
Fatherland Front
and to the strengthen-
- ing of the moral-politi-
cal unity of the people.

True to the great
principles of Marxxsm-
. Leninism Georgi Damia-
nov was a tireless figh-
- ter for the purity and
.iron unity of the Party
ranks, a - ﬁery patriot,
and mternatwnahst

‘being brought against the
Soviet proposal is that it con-
tains an ulti’matum -

Khrushchozy answered this
in his Press:Conference:™ “We
put this quéstion not in the
way of. an ultimatum but
time
limit for a comprehensive dis-
cussion thereof, to discuss.the
Soviet Government’s proposals
if the Western Powers display

readiness to discuss this ques-' ’

tion.”

Ultimadom
—From The West

Ultimatums have been
made — but' not by the
Soviet - Union. They have
been made by U.S: spokes-
men who have threatened

. that ‘they. would hold Ber-
lin with force of arms 1f
necessary

“The Soviet Union has ex-

pressed its réadiness- to meet
the representatives of the
- Western Powers and has con-
sidered the‘ need “to specify
and discuss” the proposals -as
not . only “permissible” but

- “even necessary.”

The realistic approach of
the Soviet Government may

be seen from the fact that,in -

its note, it has. also expressed
its - willingness, on behalf of
the Four Powers, to enter into
official contact on this ques--

“tion with the Government of

the GDR, not forcing thereby
- the issue of immediate recog-
nition of the GDR by the
Western Powers o

Obviously some time’
had to be fixed for the period
of negotiations. Objection to
‘this comes .from the imperia-
list circles because, the Soviet
proposals “threaten”, to re-

move a principal focus of cold -

~war_ tension from the .world
scene.

DECEMBER 7, 1958

limit :

" (December:2, 1958) -

) T HE Rajya Sabha debate

‘the situation,

last week on Dr. Raj
Bahadur Gour’s : resolution
on the riecessity of a parlia-
mentary probe into the
operations of the monopo-

~ listic concerns in the coun-
“{ry, though infructuous in-
. 1tself inasmuch as it failed *

to | invoke a responsive
chord In the mind of the

Minister for Industry, was,,
nevertheless indicative' of

quite a few useful trends.
For one it brought to the
fore the Congress Govern-

, ment’s fondness for these

concerns — a fact which it

seeks to-hide behind refu--.

sal to recognise their very -

existence. For another it
served to spotlight the near

unanimity of views. among

members .of almost all the
parties in'respect of the
dangers which the conti-
nuance of monopolies holds

"out for the national econo-

my .
THE ISSUES -

volved in the debste? The
contention of the mover of"
the 'resolution, and . - other’

- Communist speakers. who -
. followed him, was that a-

prima facie case existed. for

"~ a parliamentary probe into

the operations of such con-
cerns, because of the-un-
mistakable trends towards

"monopolisation which they

have been. showing in.the
past. Even today — when

_ the new Company Law has

been in operation for a
couple of years — the basic

.pattern of their ownérship

and management has not .
altered much.

Basing their case on a
information, -,
appertaining to  jute, tea,

wealth of

tobacco, lac and other in-
dustnes, they, at the same

.time, cautioned against the.

.W:hat were the issues in- ’

increasing tie-ups between '

the local and foreign capi-

talists, which have intro-
duced a new element into

perpetuatmg the monopo-
lies | in industries where
they  take place, they.con-

. ‘tribute to the emergence of

a new type of native capi-
talist whose mterests are
closely - interwoven ° with
those of the- capitalists in
other countries. They might

not bé like the compradore .-

bourgeoisie of the Kuomin-
tang pattern in all respects,

- but : their emergence, in

whatever form, is ommous,
nevertheless. R

' PRICE-DICTATION

Citing facts. they said

that in tea, jute, tobacco
-and: other industries, a few
foreign’ ﬁx’ms, owning the
majority of concerns, also

* make- arrangements among
* themselves
competition. Thus, they are.

.to - minimise

able, on the one hand, to

close the doors of the in-

dustry to new entrants and
on the other . to. assume’
sufficient economic power
to dictate ‘prices "to ~the
Government as well a§ to -
the consumers. -

In -tea, for instance, a )

companijes,
- with' inivestments’ of Rs. 72
-crores out ‘of a total invest-

- men{ of Rs. 100 crores in

" DECEMBER 7, 1958

few " sterling

For, besides

the - industry,

about 5.32 lakh acres out of '

.'a total 6.34 lakh acres of |

tea plantations in the coun- i
try. In its marketing also
two companies, Lipton and

* Brooke Bond, control about-:
‘85 per cent of the internal
. distribution, |

while -,
houses of brokers -—

four

handie the entire export

trade

PROFITS EXPORTED

The continuance of the

' stranglehold of these for-

- planting of the obsolescent
plants, they transfer them :

ever, has chosen'-to ignore -

elgn firms has another -

sinister ‘implication also.
Instead of reinvesting their
profits, which on an aver-
age amounts to about 20
per cent of the invested,
capital annually, on re-"

to the -African continent,

* where .they hope to conti-
‘nue their exploitation for a

longer period.

Thus, through the fruit
of Indian labour and indus- -
try the foreign owmers are
building a competltor to
the Indian product in for-

. eign markefs, a fact whose
sngmﬂcance our neighbours '

in Ceylon have understand-
ably not failed to observe. -
The Government; how-

all these developments. ‘To
them tea is too spechalised
an industry to be inter-

- fered with lightly. It can- .
not even countenance any .
- suggestion for- its nationa- .

lisation; for, where in that - :

-‘event, they aver, will there !
‘be available a specialised
cadre to- ‘handle its opera-

tions?

also, own '

three -
-foreign and one -mixed —

Similarly, in respect of -

tobacco, . Comrade Nara-
simh_am from. Andhra Pra-
desh, &' State which ac-
counts for about 93 per cent
of the entire Virginia to-
bacco  produced in the

country, cited the case of -

the Imperial Tobacco - Co.

which controls nearly all
. cigarette factories in the

country. This company,
through its subsidiary, the

-ILTD Co. buys almost all

the leaf tobacco  produced :
in Andhra. Together with

. it are a few others also, like

the BIT and the National

Tobacco Companies, which: -

determine. the price at
which alone they are will-

. ing to buy the leaf from the

peasant who grows it.

Now - this Imperial To-.
‘bacco Co. which is a part
of -a-world monopoly, -also
controls ‘the production - of
the commodity. This it does.
through --the encourage-
ment of a certain type of

* farming known as master

farnming — a mechanism

which, - through the fixing .

of certain difficult grades
and other norms, fleeces

" the smaller peasant in.the

interests of the bigger far-
mers.

. INTERLOCKING

Examples of such lop-
sided patterns of owner:
ship. and restrictionist
practices in trade on the

" part of the owners them-
‘'selves can be multiplied
manifold, and that is what . .

the Communist spokesmen
had done in - support of
their demand for parlia-
mentary probe into their
operations. They had shown
how, through the ingenuity
of a managing agency -sys-

- tem, a few scores of digni-
taries in-.finance and com- -

merce, tiad succeeded in
gaming _control over hun-

_ monopolists
various Houses of Manag-"|
©ing Agenks vying with each

.. member,

“/did the peoples -
other countries where to- -

dreds of compames This

" théy: could do through the

interlocking of companies,
and now - - increasingly as

revealed by the Mundhra -
- enquiry, through the inter-

locking of assets.

Moreover, now that 'the-

financia] ~institutions are

also .increasingly coming.

under the control of these
. -with- the

other - in buying. up .or
floating the existing or new -

banks and insurance agen-- -
cies, the trend. towards the .

tie-up -of .industridl and
financial capital seems to
have already gathered
suﬁlcient momentum

 THE REPLY -

Agamst tins formidable o
‘case of the Communist
members, supported by the -

PSP spokesman Rohit Dave

and at least morally  up- -
held even. by a Congress °
Sn P. N. Sapru,
all .that the Minister, for
. -Industry Sri

Shah could offer was a set
of homilies on the ‘impos-
sibility. of any monopolis-
tic tendencies emerging in

a ,country ‘whose - very

genius  was against them.
No doubt, as Dr, Gour said

". in his reply to the debate,

the Indian people abhor
concentration of wealth, as

diy monopolies reign -sup-
reme. Equally, it is true
that the past pronounce-
ments of the Indian Natio-

‘'nal Congress, as well as the

en-.

-shrined in the Constitution . .
" enjoin that such tendencies
should be ‘shown - a short -
shrift. That did not, how- |
ever, prevent their gaining .

Directive - Principles .

ground in a counify whose

leaders have 'proved to be-

" cally
- Government, as in the case .
"of steel retention prices, it
‘is more-often  the will of

Manubhai -

of many

pastmasters ~in
- their own rmluﬁom

In support of his suppos-‘
. ed awareness of the dan-

1gnormg

gers -of monopoly, the
Minister cited the promul-

gation of the New Com.:
‘panies Act which forbids
. any-managing agency from
“controlling more than ten ¢
companies. -He did mot,

however, disclose as to how

‘many of them have already -

succeeded - in circumvent-

" ing the Act by dividing the

companies among . various

'br\others :
In the matter of. pncing

also, -increasingly. = the

. various. marketing, bodies .8
like the ACC and the Su-_

gar Syndicate have assum-
ed a decisive position. Even
when the prices are techni-
decided by the

the companies which final- ¢ N

- 1y prevails. :
Thus, howsoever great be -
the Government’s’ pre-

tended . ignorance of the’

existence of monopolies or- $ ~ :

atleast monopolistic trends
in the economy of  our
country, and whatever be

.its own bloated idea about

the worth of its legislation

in-curbing their " activities, '3

their strength continues. to
grow relentlessly. In face
of Government’s’ refusal .to™
check this:. growth,. how-"

ever, it has become incum-.§- '
- bent upon the democratic

elements in the country to:
keep a watch on develop-

. ments in this direction and' -
.intervene -over and- over ¥ .
again to defeat the me--§ -

farious activities’ of the
monopolies. e

: ;'—ESSEN_.
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'EXPORTS :

CEMENT-MILLS,
' POWER PLANTS.

ELECTRIC

ICE. AND ‘REFRIGERATING .

PLANTS.

MACHINES FOR FLOUR MILLS,
. MACHINES FOR THE FOOD-

STUFF-]NDUSTRY

B 'RAILWAY ROLLING STOCK.
“'VESSELS.
SHIPS REPAIRS. :

o nousmom SEWING

" MACHINES.

- MASINEMPORT
State Company for Foreign Trade, Bucharest-3, Rumania.
i Str. Mihail Eminescu Nr lo -
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- Mr..
Committeé: of Privileges
vilege committed by -
E. M. S. Namboodiripad

. Sabha on.November 27 b,
' _24 members including the

T HE adoption ot t.he motion
is considered in informed
circles as the culmination of
‘one’ stage . of the moves in
Parliament over Kerala which
started on the first day of the
last session - with ~Sri Asoka

__.___Mehta and Dr. K. B. Menon's-
¥6r —Cen=—tngephiac

‘motion. calling
tral intervention in the name
of putting a stop to the alle-
ged lawlessness in that State.

The Prime Minister speak-
ing in the-debate on Mr.
‘Masani’s motion expressed
‘his distress over the turn

¥the debate had taken. The
¢ sentiments expressed by the
Prime Minister  were wel-

-comed by the Deputy Lea-
‘der of the Communist group
‘who spoke later in the de-
bate.

But' the tone of the debate
had been set by the speeches
of Dr. K. B. Menon and Sri:’
Asoka Mehta whose points
naturally received the sharp
reply they deserved from Lea-
- der of the Communist group
.8.”A. 'Dange. For Hon'ble
Members of -Parliament like
Dr.  Menon- and Sri Asoka
'Mehta the debate was a con-
tinuation of the general de-
bate which they had sought-

" " to initiate on Kerala.

Dr. Menon speaking on the

|
-
M. R. Masani’s motion for reference. to T
the alleged breach of pri-°
Kerala’s - Chief i
was adopted by the }Lok
y 138 votes to 32, WIth
Prime Mlmster ab

inister

,motlon on the alleged breach

of privilege of the House tried
to recall the “violence” that
had been “let loose”,:“discri-
minations” ~that ‘had been’
made and the -“general de-
nial of Fundamental Rights”
that was supposed toibe tak-
e—in—Kerale BT

out a telegram from an
Hoc Congress Committee in
Kerala.

Sri Asoka Mehta as e him-
self said in the very iopening
sentences of his speech want-
ed to take advantage of the
oceasion “to bring to/a com-
mon focus the developments
that led to this motion being
brought before
He recalled Dr. Menon’s mo-
tion at the very beglnnlng of
the last session through which
he had sought the sitiiation in
Kerala to be considéred by
Parliament “because,” sald
Sri Asoka Mehta, “he felt, and
many of us felt that the con-

ditions there . were isuch as.

were denying the people the
Fundamental Rights.”

He considered the djscusslon
of the Privilege Mdtlon a suit-
able occasion to dilate on this
while Mr. Masani in ‘hls clos-
ing speech sought to present
his. motion as a “non-con-
tentious one which |seeks to
investigate and get at the

N
.

it does not matter
if we win or lose
‘, so long as

tea W is there

to Cheer us up!I

Iam‘l?a.

1 serve
thoge who play
. and those who watch .
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‘traneous

thls; House.” -

- that it was.

© try”

" dignity of these
who have made speeches’

3

truth.” (“It does not seek to
sit. on judgement over Sri
Namboodiripad or anyone
else, and it avoids any ques-
tion of bringing ‘in any ex-
issues,”
Masani).

. Sri Asoka Mehta was recall-
lng and trying to read out the
Congress Working Committee
resolution on “insecurity” in
the State and the Kerala Gov-
ernment’s- policies which were
described in that resolution as
“discriminatory” and “not in
accordance with the rule of
law,” when Communist mem-
ber Nagi Reddy -called the
attention of the Chair to the

fact that it was the Privilege-

Motion and not the Congress
king Committee’s resolu-

Ad tion or the situation In Kerala emp.

that was being discussed in
the House.

The Hon'ble Mr.  Speaker
told him that it was he, the
Hon'’ble Mr. Speaker, who was

judge of what was relevaht_

and what was otherwise and
Sri Mehta proceeded to ex-
pound on the basis of quota-

. tions from .New Age and a
.1956 publication by A. K. Go-

palan and Hiren Mukerjee,
Comm in Parliament,
that using the term “slander’”’,
was a “part and _Pparcel of
Communist strategy” saying
“the recognised. .
tactics of the CommunisSts in:+
Kerala to intimidate the peo-
ple.” He developed the theme:

. of Communist “tactics”, “tech-

niques” and “strategy” as he
has come to understand these,
trying to pit “nine-tenths of
the ‘House’ against “the one-
tenth” which ~according to

‘him calls them ‘‘slanderers”.

" This one-tenth, namely -the

Communists, Sri ‘Mehta very

authoritatively declared, “‘does

not represent the vital ele-

ments of the country,” leav-

" . ing unsald but obvious what

he would like. to be done to
cast-aside this one-tenth, who

and consequently whose 12
million electors, peasants and
" workers, do not represent “the

vital elements of the coun-

Speaking next
Dange dealt with the motion
in the wider context in
which Sri Asoka Mehta had
placed it. He said he ‘would

: _prefer “to take a lesson

from my Hon’ble friend Sri
Asoka Mehta, and ask a
question..” Why has this
thing arisen? From where
does it proceed?,” and say-
ing that it had nothing to

do with privilege, characte- -

rised it as proceeding from
a well-planned conspiracy
“and a cold war to over-
. throw the Communist Gov-
ernment in Kerala.

When .he referred to “the
gentlemen

saylng “we know what dignity
they have”, on being inter-
rupted by'the Hon’ble ‘Mr.
Speaker, he explained:

T said that because I tho-
ught when Sri Asoka Mehta

" NEW AGE

"Age describing
Member, Sri M. R. Masani-as'.

sald Mr. -

Comrade

read an extract from New

the Hon'ble

a Tata employee he would
‘protest. Since he did not pro-
test, I thought, being.a Tata

employee, he had not a very-
 discuss it politically,

dignified position.” -

Mr.. Masani whose close
friend Sri Asoka Mehta had
just dubbed the Communist

" one-tenth ‘of Parliament ele-

‘cted by workers’ and peasants’
votes as -“not representing
vital elements of the coun-

_try” interrupted to declare

th4t he considered it a great
honour to have served ' the
Tatas for 16 years, - although
he had ceased to be their em-

Ployee since he got elected to.

Parllament. The former Tata

Mployee ML -VIas
woutdrot contradict anything
appearing in New Age because

he considered it “a habltually E

lying newspaper.”
Since the newspaper

not a member of the House )

the Hon’ble Mr. Speaker ruled
out of order T. B. Vithal Rao’s
protests. ;The Hon’ble Member
-Mr. Masanl was later to come
out as a " champion
Press demanding that there
should be equality before law
ofor a Chief = Minister and a
inewspaper editor.

Comrade Dange submitted,

~“We should- pay attention to
“the Amplications of -this mo-

tion. Even if it-were held to be
a-corfect motion and even if
it were passed, - it-would do
damage to. the political deve-
lopment in this country.”
Asking for the question of
privilege not to be pushed
- too far he traced how_ the
concept of privilege had
arisen in the struggle of the
‘House of Commons against
autocratic monarchs, how
now even in the U. K. there

was a protest from the pub-

lic that the Membeis carried
this privilege too far—“in
. fact they are setting them-
selves as super-gods who
cannot at all be questioned

or against whom a remark

will not be: tolerated from
members of the public.” "

Stretching the eoncept of pri- -

vilege Dange said “would bring
the dignity and privilege of the
House in conflict with the gene-

-ral sentiments of the people who -

would like to criticise even
Hon’ble Members, may be in not
very polite words.”

In the present case, Dange
said there was “still greater rea-
son why we should have res-
traint, because’ -has the Chief
Minister, as member of another
legislature, not his own privi-
lege?
question which we will have to
look -into.”

He pointed out that the UK.
did not have a federal consti-
tution, as we in India have. “As
yet, I do not think we have

_come ‘to any balance . between

the privilege rights of Parlia-

ment and the privilege rights of

State legislatures. . .
“Instead of taking that way

-politically the whole debate is

was

1V

of the .

That - also should be a.
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AR” AGAINS

taking another angle, that is the
angle as is.provided by Sri :
Asoka. -Mehta. He thinks the
Cominunists’ are very “fond of
the word ‘slander’. Well, if'it

_is slander, it is slander.

“For example, if I were to
I would
say, my friend Sri Asoka Mehta
is a standing ~ slander against
Soctalism. He deserted t0 know
capitalism and naturally he
hates Communism, ‘and- when

‘he hates Communism then he

thinks every minute ‘of his life
is an opportunity to-damn the -
Communists. Therefore we are
bound to say 1t is a quest:on of

'slander.”

There was a sharp exchange
when Sti Asoka Mehta objec-
ted to being called a slander.

KDH@HH&ZWFS&?}W%&MG&*_

a slander against his own So-
ciglism which he had betra-
yed. Sri Mehta claim ed that
his was the Socialism that

was the acepted policy of the

. ’
whole House on which Dange - .

said: “You are a slanderer
and “a . betrayer,” adding
“when passions are sought to -
be roused. we shall not be
short of it.” -
_Following a series of mter-
ruptions -Dange explained: “I-
am not calling him a slanderer

"against me or against Sti E. M-

S. ‘Namboodiripad or anybady.
What have T said? I mean- sland-
erer agamst hlS own phxloso-
phy. It is mot an imputation -
on his personal character.”
Proceeding he submitted that
the consideration of the whole
question was being vitiated -by
considerations of party propa-
ganda. “I would like .to know
later. on from the declarations -
which would be made from all
sides, whether. such considera-
tions should be imported mto

. the dlscusslon ”

Repeatmg his earlier oonten—
tion that it was all being got up
as a cold war he said, “Let me
assure my Hon'ble friends that
cold war has never frightened
us, of whatever kind either here
or elsewhere. Therefore. if it is
imported in.this House-then it
will only lead to bad results for
all of us.

“What is happemng" An elec=

“-ted Muustry—an elected legis-

lature is there and it has put.
the Ministry into power—is be-
ing tried. to be overthrown. by
all- sorts of means, and means
which are mnot very constitu-
tional means. If that lesson
weére to go to the country that
a Parliament with a majority
party and the so-called Social-. .
ists and all combined, in order
to overthrow' a Ministry which
they did not like.... which is

carying . out certain measures

which had a place in the pro-
gramme of all these parties but
were not carried out by them-

. the masses would draw very

peculiar conclusions .regarding _
the development of democracy

in this country and in which the
landlord-capitalist Governments-
run by various Congress

* SEE PAGE 13






