=rmas

s

ELECTION
Supplement

2

ONE ANNA

No. 13, March 10, “46

Communist Céndfdafes For Bengal L'abou:: Seats

WORKERS' OWN SONS, VETERANS AND

FIGHTERS OF THE RED FLAG

T

and two rising trade unionists, for the lnbaur seats
in Bengal in the coming elections.

Chatur Ali

Former Trem
Worker

@ CHATUR ALI—Is contesting
the Harrackpore labour seat.
He wes born in o working-olass
family and up to 1543 was a
tramway worker in the Nongs-
pukar tram workshop (Cal-
cuttn). He Jolned the Tram-
way Workers' Unlon in 1838
when it was & in its early
stages and was one of the plo-
neere who built it up.
'I'he:r: was an order externing
from Calcutta through the
E\I}a. nrf. of 1942, becayse of
fearless agitation agninst
the Government
ployers,

He gave up his {'{h a5 a tram-
way worker. In 1043 and became
an whole-time worker of the
Communist Party.

He i5.a member of the General
Counecil of the All-India Trade
Uhilon
dent of*“the Calcotta Tramway
Workers' Union.

"Mohammed ismail

Son of a« Working-
Class Family

e MOHAMMED IBMAIL —
ccntesting the Hooghly 1&4
bour seat. He too comes from o
working-class [ and his re-
latives are still working as mill-
hands in Cawnpore. He Joined
the lahour movement [n 1833.
He bullt up the Calcutia Tram-
way Workers' Union from the
gtart till the stage was reached
in which It had all tram work-
ars as its members.

Ismall also organised the hirl
workers of Czleutta; -the Bus
Workers' .Uninﬁ s Mntcg
Transport Workers' n an
the Rickshaw Mazdoor Unlon.

In 1944, he was clected to o

| tabour sest in the Caléutta Gor-
Lpnmtmn with an overwhelming

i

¥ League leader, Euhrnwnrd‘.y
'||! He wps externed
( cutta in 1940 during the war,
f

-
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and the em=-

Congress and, Vice-Presi-.

uslim 'hﬂ'quﬂ

under the Defenee of India
Rules. He was released in 1942
A f‘ul}i “iiff?gﬂtm Dfpltmmﬂ I's
peare £ s Age,
hg A8, dated March 3. E’
The fu]luwln%!lilt. gives

idea of the wi af hla
activities'as 4 llhu-ur ender.

He is President of the Cal-
cutta Tramway Workers" Union,
the Gun and Shell Workers
Unlon, the Bengal Pottery Work-
gra’ Unioh, the Bus Workerz'
Unjon and the Motor Transport
Workers' Unlon. Ee I§ also a
jg member of the General Council
of the All-India Trade Union
Congress and of~the Working
Emmittu of the gal Pro-

nclal Trade Unlon T'eSS,

Ratanlal Brahman

Gnﬁl-*ﬁn
sRohinhood®

@ RATANLAL PRAAMAN—is

contestin the Darjeeling
Tean Oardan labour seat. He
wps born im e poor Gurkha
family and went through I[n-
credible ha.rclﬂljau in his child-
hn . At one time he worked

g domastie servant in the
g af the rich. He worked
also In the tea gardens as .‘

labourer.

He was the first Gur-
khas to answer the call of pat-
riotism In - the Non-Co-opera-
ton Movément, after hearing
CGrandhifi sp:&:.hk il-lnmht-fr sot up
an organisation for the lmprove-
ment of the condition of the
Gurkhas. He organised bands
to ficht the rich oppressors of
Gurkhz tollers. He was falsely
imolicated In more than 20 cases
—the bureaucrats called them
‘dacoltiss, For sometime he
worked ns a motor driver In
Darjeeling. From thére he came
into the Communist Party.

Jyoti Basu

nRly. Workers®
' Leader

@ JYOTI BAEU-—Is contesting
the Rallway labour seat for
the B. & A. Rallway. He wo
ed In the Indinn Student move-
ment In England from 1937-9,
hecame a Hnrrhfu and jolned
the Communist Party.
Back In India in 1630, he
started work In the B. & A, Rall-

‘ed

., mark a3 'n tﬂ.ﬂl:

HE Commuuist Party is puiting up three wurl:em, two way ‘li'i":rrkﬂru Union, then call-
veteran f[ounders of the labour movement in Indla

ed the E. Rnﬂww Workers'
Unlon. In ‘.li-ﬂ he besame the
General Ecr:rr:tnr.v of the Union
%ﬁhﬂﬁh up & solid membership
4] 1 e

He iz & member of the Trade

nion Congreéss General Coun-
- ¢il and of the Working Commit-
tee of the Bengel! Provinelal

Tnde Union Congress.
Indrajit Gupta

Wardworking

T. V. @rganiser

@ INDRAJIT GUPTA—is con-
testing the Asansol Coal
labour seat, He too worked In

- w't.he Indian Eludant movement

in “Emgland 1834

the Gnnununtat Party -‘E’EI
endérground in Indip

1941 to thre end of IHE He thm
began . work among juoie, tram,
raiway and engineering work-
- BrS," sl;ul:li]il;.tg elr conditlons,
Iearnin A'fEL‘. of trade unlon-
ism. B? 1045, he had made his
anion leader
and was one of the younger
leadars of the Caleutta tram
strike In Beptamber 1845,

He {a President of the Cal-
cutin Fort Trust Workers' Unlon,
Vice-President of the B. & A
Ralilway Workers' Unlon and Ll-u:
Calcutta Electric Supply Cor-
poretion Mesdoor nion nm:l
a member of the Working Com
mitiee of the Ben Trﬂr.le
Unlon Congress of the
General Councll of the All-India

ade Unlon Copgress. -

joined
"FEH.'E-

BANKIM MUKHERJEE

Bankim Mukherjee &

25 Years in Free-

dom Sirunggle
@ BANKIM

MUKHERTEE—is
contesting the Howrah Dis- his identity secref.

trict labour seat. He left col-
lege and jolned the 1920 Non-
Co-operation Movement. He
went to jall In 1021-2 and be-
came one of the foremost lead-
ers of the left-wing of the Ben-
gal Congress.

Tn 1920, Bankim emerged nz a
labour leader and led tha famons

slx months' lo sirike of the
Bauria-Che i
1027-8. In 1028, he led the

Asansol Enllway workers® strike.
He was jailed agnin in 1830 for
seditlous speeches during the
Civil Discbedlence Movement.

= He wns: nlso tried In connectlon

with the Caleuttn carters' strike
in 1630. He was released a year
and a half after the Gandhl-
Irwin Pact, but was rounded up
:.;Tn in 1934 under the Press

Bengal

He s one of the Imm.duu af
the All-India Kisan Sabha too,
of which he Is now General
Becretary.

In 1837, he was elected to the

Islative Assembly

froon the Asansol Coal Labour

Constiteency.

From 1028 to 1839, he was n

member of the All-Indin Con-
grass Committee.

Chatial Mazdoor Undlon,

He 5 President of the Bengal
thao

Culeutta Eleclric Supply Work-
€rs’ Union, the Gm]‘!porﬂunn Maz-
door Unlon, the B.A&A. Rallway
Workels' Union and the Bengnl

Coal Waorlcers'

Unlon.
He has beenn o member of the

Worklng Committes of the All-.
India Trade Unlon Congress
since 1043.

.Somnath Lahiri

FEditor. ﬂ’ﬂ; rhers”
@rly Hemgali

' PPaeilyy

d EBOMNATH LAHIRI — s
standing for the Caleuatip
and Subourbs labour seat. A
member of the Central Commit-
tee of the Communist Barty, he
founded the E. B. Enilwu:lr Work -
ers’ Wnlon (now known: as the
Etnma.l and Assam Rallway
Workers' Union)- in 1830. He
has also worked ' among jote
workers for 15 years.
ether with Mohammed
Ismall, . Chaturall and other
workers, he was one of the main
builders of the Caleutta Tram-
way Workers' Union, which is to-
day admitted on all hands to be
the best trade unlon In Bengal.

He It at bresent Viee-Presi-
dent of the Unlan.

Lahir left college while study-
ing for hiz M.E8c degree In 1930
and Jolned the Congress move-
ment. But heo was Irresistibly
drawn to the Soclalist I:ie:nl

as he became dissatisfied w
the Con g lndl.ﬂ'eranm
labour, plunged into the

labour movement and helped to
bulld up many trhde unlons.

Hizs very Tirst convictlon, too,
was for his part in the labour
movement—for bringing out a
handbill giving a eall to fight
Government repression against
workers. In 1833, he was con-
Eli:.t-ed three times, but got off

y the middle of 1934 plek-
ed up thé th again—build-

u trade unions and units of
unist Party.

Thnrt was & Pollece-hunt on
for him and ‘all other leading
Comymunists at the time and he
had to work underground, liv-
ing among workers and keeplng
In 18368, he
was arrested onee agaln from a
working-class chawl in Bombay.
He wns taken all the way to the
Punjab and kept In the notori-
cus Lahore Fort.

After his release, he became a
leader of the Congress In Ben-
g5 well as of Benral abour.

¢ wos a member of the Execu-
tive Committee of the Beneal

ute workers In Provincal Congress Committes

In 1028 and 1930, In 19380 he
was a member of the All-India
Eulnm'm Committes from Ben-
gal.

Towards the beginnine of 1940,
the Government singled out the
Communists in Bengal ns & tar-
get of attack, when Co
End Forward Bloc lenders were
perfectly free.  Lahirl and other
Coammunlist laaders wers extern-
ed from Calcutta and the Indus-

J

SUMNATH LAHIRI

trial belt around. He defied the
ocder and was jalled.

Immediately on his release,
he went underground. When
the rmment came out with
a freshh warrant against him,
they could not find him. For
two years, Lahirl lived under-
ground leadiag the illegal l:!um—
munist otgpanisation ln Bengal
The Police made frantic se:m:
but could not Jlay their ha
an him,

When the ban was lifted, he
soon got a vote . of confidence
from the Calcutta working-clnss,
which no other labour leader
before him had ever received,
In 1943, he stood for the Cal-
cuttn Corporation labour seat
and got ten thousand wotes
agalnst his opponent's two
thousand,

Dospile his illness, In 1945 he
was one of the chiel leaders of
the tramway workers' strike.
He also led the recent Corpora-
tlon workers' strlke to success.
The workers refused to go back
to work whén a Congress labour
leader ' settled * the strike with-
out any of the workers' demands -
having been conceded. The
to workers, under Lahiri's leader-
ship, held out til they got an
immediate wage-ing af
s 3 per head for all.

Lahirl Is also a well-known
uurnnlliai l:fu:llL is the Eg:utf;: of

e only workers' own in
Bengal-—Swadhinala.
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The text of the Electlon
Manifesto of the Party Is given
as an appendix. A book every
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