Tirst in 1920, and now again in 1046, a quarter of
g century after, with the greatest of wars throwm in
between. Then the postmen fought and won their bat-
ile, single-handed though they were. They will win
ain, for in addition to their own strength and unity,
gy have the might of 40 crore Indians behind them.

HE buronuerats, however, think ous to know [f the striles is really &
Tnthqmr;ln, They started off with suecess, It 8—one hundred per cent.-

a war of Mirves. Allenate pub- The Bombay Students’ Unipn (AISF)
o iympathy from the postmen—that has come out with o hand-bill. All
wa thelr firat alm, support to the strike. Meetlngs In
wrig woilters demiangds are too petly colleges. :
"not new," diclared Krlshna Pra-- e bollage shall mot be allowed
. "“They will cost about Hs. to be used to break the sirike” dec-
%4 grores, Therefore the posteard lare the students, “we .shall plolket
1 have o be priced at one anns” ihe colloges If they are used as post-
med amother. Govt, spokesman, offlces”. Bixty  veluntoers enral

emsclves 1o aketing.
hréats, Intimidation themselves for ploketing

Ravi Sinha, s student quu'.. in
Tien they tried to intmidate and wlldiy.-cheered Wwhen he  announces
pightén the postmbn,

.i' this help at a meeting of postmen at
LE' n Borabay cheap grain Taoilities

i

I

Gowalla Tanl. Twanty-fiver strikers
) - from Vvolunteer to do joint picketing wifn
l%rufi,n 1::‘!“?‘“ to h: witydﬂwn i

vy —Oncupants of Govt. quarters ware
""ftoﬁlud: that they might have to va--
i Sate. i they went an strike,

| 4 —Ifslp of military personnel would
|., tileery; polles 'would protect loyal

i fitiers; Boy Beouts would come for-
r"', rd to Bave the publie from Incon-
?‘-fvunlnnu the strike would be illegal;

CN e such were the threats held out be-
“wlfore the worlars.

~To break fhelr morale, they ware
ald that tho otrike . would flezle out
peause among otheor things, the pow-
‘arful - Federation of Posts and Tele-
i+ 'gropbs Unions, led by Dewan Cha-
oy 'menlal, and the Posts and Telegraphs

T “iuglims’ Employees’ Assoeiation

| 'wars oppoged to —and they rapre-
.+ senled more than 18 per cent of the
Attt

\ Calculations unsﬁt

*.. The strile, however, did coms off '
='|‘-cm the 11th as scheduled, upsetting
“|""gll the caleunlations of the bureau-
| eramtg. And it shows no signeg of
& wealkening, :
" Mére are a few snapshgts of what
'L gaw in Bombay during the last five
! daye-of the growing determination o™
2 of the worlers. and the mounting pub=- & ]
:,hliq support behind them. - : -
i Y 10+ A public meethig held in
thé evening under the joint ausploes
% of ths dommdunigt Pearly, the Glrnd
% Kumgar Unlon (Red Flag), the BBCI
I Aaallweymen's Undon, efe, supported
and gtrug- -

¥

1}, the workers’ just demands

) e,

':1!'} JAt D30 pan. ll-luld,E mass meating

' of ‘postmen at Jinmah Hall, amjdst [ "y

Tunfergettable soenes of wid ' enthu- v g "o
Lplagn A processlon of Muonllm em- : § !

\pln:.rm marches in. Punctuplly at

I 1o piidnight, “Remember 11th  July"

| 'budges are torn off their shirts by the :

T paetiman, — ~JEly TITH HbE o m,— - G

" atrike. la om, I L
JULY 113 Ficst day of gheike. Crowds’

gather outslde” evory ]?.B!'_E._'I'.!-MHE curi-

L T i

i f VAL i'-‘lli'::l-_rl

e

——

ictory To Postmen!

IARY OF FOUR PAYS OF STRIKE IN BOMBAY

Eriphpo FPrassda has
sehrp-rottling over  the
thundering, appeals;, cojoling,
ever, all leave the workers cold.

July 12: The Direetor General
Posts and Telegraphs Indulges in g
bit of self-cpngratulation-"Things
aréd not =0 bad ag T -had expected”
‘But facts speak othorwise,

Papers carry colymnfuls. of news Lo
indicate that the atrike - 8 a huge
guceess, and even those arcas wiush
wora not originally  affeeted are ra-
pldly joining in, . S

Ultimatum Fails

The Bombay P.M.G. . has [ssued on
uldmatum, prominently displayed o
the Times of Indla="Helurn o doty
within T2 hours or the vacancler will
be filled, up.” Plus this—"In my opi-
nion the strike should flzzle out n 2
eouple of days”, The men musad ro-

resumad e
radip, s
how-

o

turny the uniforma, pay regular bazar
raley for their ratlor—no mofe ©of-

| ‘SNAPSHOTS FROM SUPPRESSED
| 4 KRISHNA PRASADA REPORT

The EKErishna Prasada report—go to any meeting

‘in connection with the Postal strike and you will

. "hear of this report. It was written in 1945 by a Com-
mittee appointed by the Government of India to tide

" gver the threat of a strike by Postmen. It was pre-

sidéd ‘over By Mr, Krishna Prasada, the présent Direc-
tor-General of Posts and Telegraphs, '
By " 'was ‘ ' A witness before the Com-
ll. : %n? 1:} rﬁv”éﬁﬁ"ﬂi"f&ﬁ: -mittee was asked about what
) ernnient dared not publigh, recreation he had. Eeerea-
For it would have cereated a tion? * That was a forelgn word
S0HD in the civillsed: world, - 4o him. He never had it. When
. 80 Rhorrifying were the condi- 'y Hr&m for answer, he replied:
© tlons t.hfxsé tgm Committee ~ Was Rg, 1,000, In 1044, 28 casos re~' I take my daughter mt.lit' Wh:ani_.
ovd 0,20k cordod i, beed” sporo: S1E £SO WA o
, Today People’s Age glves the ximately Rs, “15,000. arlor And then I have to rush her

following - exclusive snapshots staff—in 1944, 33 cases borrow-
from - the. ‘Forbldden Re ' pd Rs, 8.000;
Read them and you will know In 1942-43, the Committes re-
why the Report was suppressed corcded from 13 Postal Oo-ope--
. and alsp why the emplo= rative Socleties In Bombay Clr-
" woes are . oub today on strike, cle, there were 3,024 borrowers;
| Why every Indian mhiust supporf loans granted approximately
] 1., amber plso t Rs. 516,000, Next year, borrow-
b aro conditlons In the besk ers a.]éugmximat&ly 4,000; loans
Provinces. You  oon  imagine granted Rs. 6} lakhs, '
what they must be 1In the worst. .

: ® -
I . In 1044, of the Rs. 40,000 bor-
rowed by Postmen and lowey staft
Mndebtedness among emplo- in Bombay clty, only Rs, 13000
4 yoli: (to taXo Just two findings): wero loaned by the Co-operative
i v one Among postmen  and Booletles, the rest, Rs. 27,000, has
J.'l mall guards—the Committes to be borrowed from Pathans,
f found four cases who in 1980 Marwarls, ete. who charge a
i bad --borrowed . approximately rate of usury ab 3009% or more.

. "
-

back home'"—He could not af-
ford to give her that!

Hefore the Committee
o shobby vwlllage postman, a
human skelelon, he had blisters
on his feet. “Are you ill", ask-
ed the boss, The witness show-
e¢d how he had to cover jungle
arens on foot for seven days ot
a streteh, earryving even valu-
able postal parcels. He had no
shoes, no plaee for rest or food.
And he obvlously could not
corry his vatlon for ‘seven days
on Perso,

came |

ey say the Committeo wos
‘moved.”
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cazflons and vacate thelr gquoartors,

‘rihipeats wlll not afect the sicike
in any wad'', says Dalvi, the all-In-
din lsader of the men, ;

More sopport for  workers—and
from no less porsong than Gandhil
nnd Pt Mehrw,

“randuet your strike peoacefally.
Bugcess will surely be yours" ens
courages Gandhdif

The . worlcers"  casp. appears Lo be
Just. Why has the Government swup-
pressed the HReport of s own
(Krishna Prasada) Enguiry Com-
mittes 7 Asks Th Wehru.

Despite all the tall claims of being
able to maintaln services, the PG,
g Anding It hapd golng,

The Civil Pioneer Corps which was
oxpocted to clear tha durip hag not
arrived; nor'the Pollsh emigre s, who
pre usually ready for any dirty Joh.

g

%

SOME

Orores.

it

¢ Xf: 8-hiour- day be the

relation with receipis.”
¢ ‘Unlike railways

"eity) to facilities for chea
* The lowest wage in

nent, or public or

e e L L T e o Y OO o Oy

month. i

o= - e - reoth - mesting

v T i - - -

'REVEALING FALTS

If ALL the demands of the postal staff,
IN 'FULL, it will cost the Treasury mot more than KRs. 10.7¢

= The Post and Telegra
1945 alone piled up a net profit (Government
on commercial basis) of Rs. Rs. 25.70 crores!
making regular profits ever since 1934,
In the last Baudget, the Government
tha Exném} Proflts 'It:;*tﬁ?i%lé got them from
nn nual revénid O ' OrOTES.
w!ﬂT«ust them to meet the démands of the Postal 8

,*to he wm‘klni_ 532 days In a year.
ent

" extra thent for this overtime, .

: “"' p.:ivtm‘ the 1920 strike they were granted wage-in-
cronse, in some cases from Rs,
1631, there was o drastic cut in these! Because
tore had to be brought s mearly as possible in

{alsoe a Central Government Depart-
ment) the postmen are NOT entitled (cxcept in ?m:m:lﬂm_:'h1

&1‘ graln.

ost and Telegraph D
fs Ms. 8 per month, lower than in an
ivate concern!

a lower grade employce 'retlres on a pe

Bit the P.M.G's tals of wop 18 fiot
vet over. , He just can't get mon,
avern on Hy 0 a day, 1o do blacks
legging.

Clerles have almo refused 1o cleat
the mai]l from the roadeide  boxes.
Mot thalr job, they bluntly sav.

Fven the military would nol da
anything more than help In cledring
the ageumulsted mail,

« Blg work by the - students,
Riila +College was © on

Tha -
Eymopailéfie

As, 4. .

gtrilie today—postmen addressed them

="Btudent-Poitmen  Uaity Zindakad

—that was the slogen of the day.

Moetings held at the Xhalsa,
and St. Xavier's
meetinga and college meetings, jolnt-
¥ addressed, ' ’ '

Podar

The entire organised m‘.lrl.i.l.nﬂ olos - .

pledged Its support to the pirilkers uf.
a mesting organised by the local trude
unions, the BFTUC, AITUC and
BSU, this ovening. G
At night there 18 a huge meeting
of postmen &l Forag Road, BSlogens
of “Bewoorshahl Murdabad,” ‘Postal

Strike Zindabad'" "“Post Karbgar K

Jal® rent the air,

JULY 13: Third day of tho strike.

Colleges. Gate .

The strike s spreading. Endourag-

ing news comes from  eVerywhors,
Wadras, where the strike wag oot
complete to begin with, 8 now fully
in it

The city from-one end o another s
guddenly flooded with Jitile Ted posters
—"0ut battle ls against the Gowern=
meng NOT agalnst the people. The
people are our fudges” reads one of’
these, Others appenl to the people
for help.

A' Congreesman iz furious with his
colleaguée for getting his lstter from
the post offies. “Cartainly you would
not have died if you did not oead it
just today", he shouted. Hargh

worde, but he was furlous over his
friend's - cooperation with the Gows
arnment,

Students Again

Blg news sgaln from — siadents,
The BSU has succesdesd In geiting
cloged four dsiributing cemtres, the

“Ehalza and Podar ealleges in the
North ‘and Wilkon and Grant Mas
dical Colleges in the Sowth.
Authorities began to climb down

No more restrictions on’ buylng food

at concession rates.

Though & local factory discharg-
ed 1,100 men today not one offéred
himgelf to the P.M.G, even when
the lantter ofered Ma 160 & day.

“It ig authoritotively learnt that the
P.M.G. has been ordered to have in-
formal talks with Dalvi, the - All-In-
dia lender of the Postmen andl Sit.
B. G, Kher, Bombay's Premier™.
at- . Eamgar
Maidan, Three thousand five bun-
dred men are on strike, But the
erowd 18 over 15000, The working
clags of Bombay IS behind the men.

JULY 1d4: Today is a holiday, being
Sunday. Thirty lakh lstters pile up
at the 2P0, It is the day when T00
men of the Telegraph Dept. will
girile. The bHureaucracy  agaib
threantens: “illegal gtrike’”, Tha men
hit bagk=—"Go and do your worst. We
Aare ot

A mass mecting of textile workers
under the OKU supports the strike,

Might once agaln, Jinnah IHall—
gseenes of July 10th are repeatad. The
gamie  anthusiaam. How the  Tels-
graphmen are on sirika. Thi stri-
kars' ronlks swell.
jugt, They must win,

~by P. B, Rangnekar

&

are méetb

Depariment durin

g

g:t an. ghd to |
tas an las
at it

- 1942~
t iz run
has been

Seven times

rule; the men are calenlated
0f course, there i NO.

12 to Rs, 30 per month., In

ol "H-
sconomic

i

afartmul:t
Government Depart-
r 30 yvears of service,

nslon of Rs. 8 per ¢
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