
THE FoURTI-I GE:-sERAL ELECTION has changed the country's 
political map. One era of the growth of India's parliamen­
tary democracy has come to an end. A new stage, compli­
cated and yet full of great possibilities for the democratic 
movement, has begun. The nation is now clearl:v at a tum­
i.ng point. The election, however, has not settled the direc­
tion in which India is going to move in the :i-rears ahead. 
That will be decided in the course of the growing confron­
tation between the forces of progress and those of reaction. 
The election results are a pointer. 

In the previous three nationwide general elections, too, 
the Congress had suffered increasing reverses. Taking the 
country as a whole, its electoral record has been one of 
continued decline. But this time it is not mere quantitative 
additions to defeat and losses. Something qualitatively 
different has happened. The fourth general election has 
shaken the monopoly of power of the Congress to its verv 
foundations, weakened it greatly on a national scale- and, 
above all, broken it in several states. Out of the sixteen 
states of the union which went to polls the ruling party 
was defeated in eight. These eight states ernl)l'ace about 300· 
million out of 500 million people (three-fifths) that inhabit 
this country today. The political impact of the Congress 
defeats in UP and Bihar-the two traditional centres of 
congress power and prestige, ,,vest Bengal and Madras is 
bound to be very great. Moreover, at least two state govem­
ments-Kerala and ,vest Bengal arc now under strong left 
united front leaderships and orientated firmly towards the 
working people. 

At the centre the Congres� has come down to 281 in Lok 
Sabha and the slim majority of barely 41 which the Con­
gress now has is not good enough to even enable the ruling 
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party on its own to get Constitutional Amendments passed. 
Besides, how this majority will work in the changed politi­
cal context and with crisis deepening in the ruling party 
remains to be seen. In the state assemblies where the aggre­
gate congress strength used to be around two-thirds of the 
total, it is now the non-congress forces that lead. The Con­
gress has won only 1650 seats out of the total 3352 seats 
(assemblies of the union territories excluded). The Congr0ss 
has further been reduced bv the defections in UP ' and 
Haryana. The election has c{·eated a situation that in the 
assemblies' sector of the electoral college for the presiden­
tial elections (assemblies and the two Houses of Parliament 
constitute the electoral college) the non-congress side has a 
lead in the value of votes. 

In the course of the introductory remarks _ it should be. 
stressed that the election was by and large held in peaceful 
conditions, despite provocations in some places. This again 
is a sign of maturity of our people. Observers in the. USA, 
Britain and other western countries had prophesied that 
the Indian election this time would end in chaos and 
violence and some even went to the length of saying that 
the 'Balkanisation' of the country would begin amidst such 
disorder. The election has belied these prophets of doom. 
And the American interference in the election, through its 
CIA and other cloak-and-dagger agencies has failed to · 
draw the expected dividends and this again goes to the 
credit of our public life. The pro-Americans no doubt 
fought with lavish American funds but even they did not 
always dare openly speak for the Americans. The mood of 
the people ,vas intensely patriotic. Indeed it is the people'.s 
ratriotic and democratic urges that dominated the election 
scene. In short, the election was a massive patriotic and 
democratic upheaval. 

BACKGROUND 

Let us now briefly refer to the background of the 
momentous general election. After all, the election results 
would seem unthinkable without· failures, crimes and 

::! 

treachery of the congress government on the one hand and 
the deepest discontent and new awakenings of the people 
,on the other. The election took place, as our party's elec­
tion manifesto boldly said, in maturing objective conditicos 
for the overthrow of the hated congress rule. 

It is not necessary to recount in detail th\:l pre-election 
,sihiation in the country. All this is well known. Even so, 
·some salient features are to be noted. The capitalist path
,of development, accompanied by increasing concessions to
Indian and foreign monopolists and by ever-mounting bur­
dens on the masses and injustice against them, had already
set the stage of allround crisis. The failure of the Third Five
Year Plan was the cumulative effect of the path the congress
-regime had chosen. Sufferings of the masses had reached
"the limit of endurance, thanks to rising prices, food crisis,
unemployment, tax burdens and so on. Over seventy mil­
lion people in Bihar and the eastern regions of UP were
and are still passing through famine conditions. The in­
competence as well as the anti-people face of the congress
Tule stood exposed before the masses as never before.

To all this suffering was added the greatest national 
humiliation of the devaluation of the Indian rupee on 
Amerfcan orders. Apart from causing incalcu_lable damage 
to our economy, devaluation came as a cruel blow to our 
national self-respect. By this treacherous step the nation 
was angered. But devaluation was not the only act of sur­
rnnder. In the recent period, especially in the last two and 
.a half years or so before the election, the congress govern­
ment made many ignominious surrenders to the Americans 
and it planfully fastened upon the country the PL-480. 
That this great nation of ours had been made so helplessly 
dependent on America forfood could not but hurt national 
feelings and cause grave anxiety and resentment among 
the masses. The Congress thought that US wheat would 
sile11ce the patriotic feelings of the hungry people. As 
far as the Americans are concerned, they openly said in 
their press and in the US senate that the PL-480 food 
deliveries to India were necessary to keep the congress 
:regime in power and to prevent left and democratic forces 
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