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Truce in Palestine

After a bloody war, which began on the very
day when the Jewish State of Israel was proclaimed
in Tel-Aviv, a war with many thousands of Jewish
as well as Arab casualties, a war fought both in the
air and on land, a war which deepened in both camps
the nationalistic feelings of hatred against each other,
Count Bernadotte finally succeeded in bringing about
a short-termed truce. Both the Jews and the Arabs
reluctantly accepted the conditions proposed by the
United Nations and their special envoy and con-
ciliator, Count Bernadotte. Thus a momentary breath-
ing spell was gained, and it is now four weeks since
the guns have been silenced.

The task ahead of the United Nations, of world
public opinion, and, of course, of Count Bernadotte
is to convert the precarious four-week truce into a
stable peace duly accepted by both nationalities des-
tined to live together in Palestine—the Jews and the
Arabs. Any attempt to force on the Arab countries a
solution which they will find contrary to their national
wellbeing and to their enhanced sense of national
pride and self-assertion, even if such a solution could
be found, will only further arouse the enflamed feel-
ings of the hundreds of millions of Arabs and Moslems
throughout the world. Such a state of affairs will
only drive deépe;' the sensation of hatred against the
Jews and will nullify all hope of future peéaceful
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cooperation between the inhabitants of Palestine. The
same is true of the other camp: To force upon the
Jews a solution which will be contrary to their long-
ing for undisturbed economic and cultural-national
advancement will never succeed in bridling the right-
ful aspirations of the Jewish community in Palestine.
Between the narrow walls of the clashing nationalistic
interests of the Arabs and the Jews there is insufficient
space left for Count Bernadotte and democratic public
opinion behind him to find the real solution and
establish a real peace in Palestine. Unless world pub-
lic opinion will impell both the Zionists and the Arabs,
to come to their senses, the difficulties in establishing
a real peace will continually increase.

Unfortunately there is little hope of sucha devel-
opement in the near future. Though the number of
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the Palestine Jews, even including all potential new
settlers, cannot but remain a small fraction of the
Jewish population throughout the world, there is no
sign yet that the 909, of the Jews outside Palestine
are prepared to perform so useful a service as far as
the Zionists are concerned. Thus far, only a small
minority of the Jews, prominently the Jewish Social-
ists under the Bund banner, demand as powerfully
as only possible to immediately stop the war, to
put an end to the Palestine bloodshed and to the
destruction of material achievements brought about
by work and contributions of many Jewish genera-
tions. The Jewish Socialist faction alone among the
Jews refuses to regard independent statesmanship
as a panacea for Jewish suffering. Neither a separate
Jewish State in Palestine, nor these or other boundar-
ies of such a state, nor, for that matter, territorial
aggrandizement, are worth the sacrifice of Jewis youth
and Jewish life.

No matter what outcome a prolonged war might
bring—the losers, in the long run, can only be the
Palestine Jews. Time and numbers are working for
the Arabs. Hatred toward the Jews; deeply rooted in
their communities, will grow poisoned fruits, which
will cut off the State of Israel, impoverished and de-
vastated by war, from peaceful cooperation with the
neighboring states, and thus render any advancement
in the future impossible.

The only things the Jews in Palestine really need
are internal and international guarantees for their
future national and cultural advancement. This can
and should be obtained in a common, democratic,
independent Palestine state, in which _neither the
Arabs nor the Jews will be in a position to force
their will upon one another or to deny to each other
the fulfillment of their rightful aspirations. Only on
this basis can a truly lasting peace between the Jews
and the Arabs be established, a peace beneficial to
both nations whcih will further their mutual under.
standing and their common work for the well-being of
all citizens of Palestine. Any other solution, we are
convinced, will turn out to be but an armed truce
terminated by more or less prolonged bloody clashes,

We Jewish Socialists demand strongly that the
war be stopped and that a peaceful solution of the
Arab-Jewish difficulties be earnestly worked out. In-
visible walls of nationalistic and chauvinistic hatreds
bar our voice from permeating the Jewish commun
ities today. Nevertheless, peace between the Arabs and
the Jews must be obtained.—Ours is the voice of the
future.

To disregard our voice demanding the immediate
stoppage of the war means to disregard the future
of the Jewish community in Palestine. We hope
against hope that this final calamity will be avoided.

The Cause of Democratic Socialism

The International Socialist Conference, convened
in Vienna during the first days of June, 1948, issued
a declaration of principles regarding the cause of
Democratic Socialism. With reference to this declara-
tion, we deem it wise to explain anew our own stand
in this vital matter.

There can be no doubt about our belonging to
the camp of liberitarian or democratic Socialism. We
abhor the totalitarian kind of socialism made in
Moscow. We are deeply convinced that disregard
for human dignity and human liberty does not lead
toward the promised land of socialism, regardless of

what the real intentions of the promoters of this
totalitarian brand may be. Any attempt to establish
a socialist way of life on the basis of only the eco
nomics of a society, without real political democracy,
cannot lead but to the establishment of a totalitarian
monstrosity, such as appeared in the Soviet Union
after three decades of totalitarian development
However, we do not believe that true democracy car
thrive and develop in a capitalistic society based on
free enterprise and individual ownership of the basic
means of production. Mankind has reached a stage i
its political advancement in which a new socialist
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