


. The Third Convention of MAPAM will be devoted to
4 bold re-cxamination of tenets defined by the pasty in its
" Haifa Platform, and to which the party. subscribed for many
years, This thorough inspection of basic principles will
encompass important aspects of our socialist outlook - and
will give expression to the changes which have ensued in
our international orientation. However, a_re-examination of
basic principles, and subsequent changes, must not necessatily
invalidate the fundamental postulates of revolutionary soaxf ial-
ism, nor does it obligate a general revision of the party
platform. = :

" Another equally important task confronts this conven:
tion: a careful and critical appraisal of the policies, regard-
ing the State and the H-istagglt._ rut, currently followed by the
pacty, as well as an evaluation of the experience gained in

" the past two-year period of participation within the govern-
ment. An atmosphere of candour and complete freedom of
expression prevails as the Central Committee and all the
patty ' branches deliberate the above-mentioned issues in
p_ze’gam‘tidn for the final convention debate. Neither self-
crificism nor the examination of postulates which have not
| withstood the test of time will daunt us. Even fat-reaching
criticism, sometimes grossly exaggerated, should be hear
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| with patience and good. will. 'We ate all deeply dp !
by the failures of the revolutionary world, and by the
signs of degeneration which first became apparent to us
at the time of the Prague Trials, and which the Twentieth
ngress of the Communist Party of Soviet Russia made
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even more obvious. We have been forging our way in Israel
verily on the brink of an abyss, our future and very existence
being constantly threatened. Under these conditions, only
an atmosphere of good will and tolerance to opinions
voiced in the course of the deliberations, will serve to con-
solidate our ranks and carry us forward to a common con-
clusion of these, most paramount, issues.

Only the important changes which have taken place
within the patty in the course of the three years subsequent
to the schism within our ranks, have made possible this
freedom of debate in an atmosphere both friendly and in-
spited by a genuine desire for commonly-arrived-at con-
clusions. Gone are the attificial barriers which once stood
between the urban and the rural party members, between
the various cultural communities, between members stem-
ming from different immigration periods, between members
whose party origins differed, and particularly between the
various factions which in the not too distant past existed
within the party.

We must fully appreciate the importance of having
overcome this tendency to factionalism. With the complete
disappearance of the factions from our party life, there
have also disappeared the hypocrisy and the inter-factional
strife which. for so long undermined the collective strength
of the party. Today there are no factions in MAPAM. The
air has been cleared and a feeling of mutual trust prevails.
Each one of us is today certain of the other’s good inten-
tions; nor has anyone cause to suspect ulterior motives
behind publicly made statements.

Before dealing with the many issues before us, as
outlined in the two sections of the theses, I should like to
preface them by a few general remarks.

A. THE PLACE OF THE PROGNOSIS AND THE
ULTIMATE GOAL IN A PARTY PROGRAM —
THEN AND NOW

As revolutionary socialists we must not be led astray
by the idea that only the pragmatic interests of the hour
are of importance and that, by contrast, any ultimate goal
can be but a symbol, a vague dream, flickering from out of
a misty future. Never in the course of our daily life must-
we lose sight of our ultimate goal. However, if we must,
on the one hand, avoid dedicating all our efforts solely
to a pragmatic policy lacking all vision, . on the othet
hand, we must not lose ourselves in day-dreaming of some
utopian millenium and so become divorced from the actual
struggle. Moreover, the further we find ourselves from the
early days -of Zionism and Labour Zionism, the more
important becomes the real daily struggle for our chosen
path. Often the current, concrete struggle overshadows the
prognostic aspects of our ideological platform. It is no
mere accident, for example, that the primordial days of
Zionism were steeped in Herzl's utopian idea of '“Altneu-
land” (Old-New Land). But Borochov’s prognosis clothed
the utopian idea in a slightly more realistic cloak. By its
very pature it dealt with the designation of a course of
territorial concentration — that is, with a goal whose
attainment was until then only at an embryonic stage. On
the other hand, the concrete struggle was at that time
being waged in the diaspora, itself, so that it is for no
trivial reason that the then current task was labeled "Gegen-
warts Arbeit”, or ‘the work of the present kgur”.

In respect to the realisation of the Zionist dream, it
was patural, then, that in Borochov's day the prognosis was
still of paramount importance, Such is not the case today.
While Borochov and his colleagues could only estimate and

9

o




debate as to how the phenomenon of mjgration to Israel
would in some distant future become an actuality, we, today,
find ourselves wholly immersed in a situation wherein wave
after wave of immigration sweeps in from various parts of
the world. Many-matters which- in Borochov's day were but
an aim, a goal, today constitute the vibrating reality of -two
million Jews — of which six hundred thousand are-organised
workers, assembled from far and- wide and-concentrated in
their homeland. Therefore, we must ‘never for a2 moment lose
sight of the goal to which we are striving. ‘And yet, though
equipped with a‘wealth of experience and able to boast of
many great achievements, weare today but little: occupied
with predictions of how and when we will arrive at’our
much-yearned-for « destination. ‘

One part’ of the theses will be devoted to the:questions:
a) In what, direction is the world going; b) which is the
way ‘to attain socialism, and what are the prospects that so-
ctalism* will. emerge victorious, in the struggle between the
world’s regimes; ¢) what is the part which our-country and
our people must play in this struggie ?

“In another part of the theses I deal with the problems
confronting us in our struggle to assure the hegemony of the
working class in the process of the realisation of the ter-
ritorial concentration of our people in its homeland. T must
preface this by remarking that in this section I had little to
add to what was already said in section 23 of the conclusions
stated at the close of the part devoied to this subject. My
reasons were as follows: The in-gathering of our people, to

its; homeland, is being accomplished as the nation wapes a
g | 3

desperate battle 'to assure its existence-and its future in-the
face: of the grave dangers which surround it. Without losing
sight of the goals which' we have set for ourselves, we must
not: -forget that the achievement of :these: goals -is to a
decided - extent -dependent upon - international developmenits;
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upon the course:of the struggle between the two world orders;
.;:*I)d upon - that“swhich happens in the region ‘about us, the
iddle East, and only to-a far lesser extent is it dependent

uponour will and our ability. For example, one must ‘not
undmsu_mate- the importance of our critical attitude regarding
thg Soviet Union's Middle Eastern policy. Furthermore, there is
certainly a place for the criticism which we level at -th'f,: olicies
which our own State has been following in respect pto the
sun:oundt_ng countries. It is nevertheless clear to us that an

policy will not be dependent, essentially, upon this or any
other course of action which our government may -take. Even
w:t.hm the Middle’ East, where our State carries ccnsicierablc
weight, “the choice between war and peace is not dependent
solely “upon “our desire in the matter, but it s topa ver

great extent dependent upon- international factors 4

If the fate of peace in the Middle East is dependent
for the most part upon the battle being waged between the
great world powers, then to a far greater extent, will this
struggle between the great powers dtermine the pl’:os ects of
peace and socialism in the world as a whole. :

We must expend, therefore, all our revolutionary zeal
to' safeguard the hegemony of the working class and to pave
the way to the realisation of socialism within our courl:try'
;:: :ﬁui remain le;ver 1ic-yal to our vision and its destination:

re must be el i e
defqupg e Prognostias’en to weigh the issues carefully before

B. .  FASHIONABLE ALTERNATIVE
" AND SOCIALISM i

There are some who believe that excessive concern with
ams 1s arsign of radicalism. In our country, only “a
years ago, the slogan of “socialism in our day” was

final
few
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araded before the public at “election time, by wvery well
"« The vision of socialism in ouf day was
ut on everyone's doOrstep, together with clectioneering ma-
terial of MAPAL The day after the election, however, the
brooms were taken in hand and the vision, together with
the slogan and the electioneering material, Was swept away.
After the elections it transpired that the game had been
rather too dangerous. Distinguished subscribers and loyal
citizens of the United States, who were struck with horror
both by the spectre of dual loyalty and by the echo of these
daring slogans, vigorously demanded at Zionist and non-
Zionist meetings, that the mistakes be corrected. The political
commentators immediately set the propaganda machine to
work calming OVerseas subscribers. The line was put out
that the countries of the big donations were no longer to
considered as “Galut" (exile) but 2s the "Diaspora” (dis-
persion). The generous friends of Isracl were guaranteed their
American citizenship, almost until the very day of the Mes-
siah's arrival. These vountries were excluded, thearetically and
in practice, from the process of the “Ingathering of the
Exiles’ (immigration of Jews to Tsrael). It was explained to
them that their position was no different than the dispersion
of Jews which had existed during the whole period of Bib-
lical statehood and even before the destruction of the First
Temple, Thus their centiment for the renewed State of Israel
was relieved of the sting of personal identification. As 2 final
effort, the MAPAI leader, Ben Gurion, made an attempt,
at first sight startling, but not without purpose, to disqualify
the Zionist Movement and the term ‘Zionism”.
glance this seems to be an absurdity, but according to well

informed circles the intention was to obscure the differences |

between Zionists and non-Zionists in America by annuling all
ersonal counection with the State of Istael, Then, from
their point of view, both groups would be equal.
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simil;l;ogtite:i; with the belittlement of the term “'Zionism''
ent was meted out to tk “Socialism!".
e s meted o he term ''Socialism'.
of 'socialism in our day"
gan of : y' we reac
stage of messianic worship. But the type of Messiani::'ldntol::

prevalent is not that which was spread by the Jewish Pro-

phets.
The “prophets”, in the

h . present case, are sworn g ivi
:lo;mder the slogan of “brotherhood of people;'[" ::tfisgligi:;
mogr:ln :l:fggrrltge;i o:;lythb}' naive and impractical peop!;e The

! of these “prophets’ were ad -
substitute for socialism. Those w}Ii j e
s for 1 o rejected the te ial-
:;:bs;:duﬁtl?n;iml;oag_ht, Iand found, alternatives “'{1?;; ?:ﬁld

ive i imi

et in harmony with assimilated American

Even in the original party programme of MAPAI so-

cialism is identical with the abolition of classes and with

:I::i ez;abll@hrgent of a classless society devoid of exploiters
howevef o*:te . The contemporary heralders of messianism
i cxpl'oit:: Snecti ttll';eir :mlnds on shaping a society wherein
a e exploited will live in I i
the spheres of law, economic A tieoli S
y s, morals, and ideol
slgﬁaa?s of the :mc:fnt prophets as, “Law : aiodoﬁydst?;ch
. :Fy and 'Mercy,l all of which are no less im orta;lt
S?it:t'eénfmens rlelanonship to fellow men, have beefr): sub
: or socialism and the liquidation of d :
ploitation. The champions of the now-f ooble Dbl
: . _ -fashionable Biblical-
ﬁz?gllty are, in reality, seeking to obscure :ll:c fde?:lll;h(i:::d
Is!mm'lri13|:1c§3.s .betwecn bourgeois liberalism and reformism ig its
edition. The way has been opened for a torrent of

| scepticism and disbelief which is now overwhelming intel-

lectuals, students, and i i

; ents, @ philosophically minded peo

if:;ﬂs d.isapﬁomtm‘enF experienced as a result E:; Pci:;feEJhe
in the socialist countries exacerbate still further ti%:

| position.
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therefore,. that Tel-Aviv clubs and
lowing with, socialist - deserters,  who
“messianism,” now: become sO
fashionable in' our country. While, these intellectuals now
tend to turn up their noses at. Marxism, and to lean toward
the values of Western democracy — in the upper circles,
Marxism has been completely tabooed. In countries such as
England, and France, Marxists scientists are not only tolerated
but even occupy leading positions in the. universities.- In .out
own country, amidst the “Chosen People,” there exists, -in
the higher schools of learning, a sort of brotherly unders
standing between those who favour theocracy and those who
accommodate themselves to Americanism, under the cloak of
the above-mentioned “messianism.” Any tendency towards Mar-
xist interpretation in history or science is prohibited and the
Matxist- scientist or intellectual finds the gates of learning
closed to him. The mist surrounding the proposed substitutes
for scientific Socialism and: Zionism is 50 thick, that much
time and effort will have to-be invested in order to lay-bate
the poverty of thought which lies behind all the noise
Oy movement has. strengthened its ideological indepen:
dence. This independence miust be maintained not only in
the face of the violators of proletarian democracy and national
equality within the Socialist countries, but also -in the. face
of those who violate socialist principles within ouy: own
countyy. The attempt to remedy the weaknesses of the
dictatorship of the proletariat and the signs of degeneration
revealed in the socialist countries, is being exploited in our
country by weak-minded elements who are seeking an excuse
for abandoning socialism. w,, el e
Unfortunately, signs of retreat have managed to pene-
trate into our own ranks too. The time has come for our
patty to bestir itself and to make every effort to consolidate
itself. The coming counvention is faced by the task of ‘casting

It is not -surprising,
megting places are overf
lovingly embrace the new
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| or substantiate his arguments, but

{ and blood, with all the w.

aside the ‘mark of “messianistn’ '
e ' anism™ covering the spiritu .
Lt b ey sl gl ons
o S ntry. The years- ing
Prgs ;g?re fgi ‘ thlie 11{90_5 revolution in Russi:f w:rcfc;rtl:rvsuig
prosper {'We area . :rrc!s of decadents, nihilists and God-
et mfness_mg something similar in Israel toda
i "Dya\«a);s" ora specific type of confused intcllectuayl"
iR an article by one of Mapai's intellectuals,
g ok (@ da certain literary attempt made in YAl
o Uteny. I\/.I.;frxzsm-l.eninism. In his opinion
e o I_?Pm' ts worthy of full faith, because,
e topia, sucgal{sm means Stalin or, at best'
Sl an{;-chzf:r socialists are prepared to amuse
ol repell'edl is t:é:;ar;mlzzlzcéc{l\[@essianic castles-in-the-air,
areality. All live socialism, led abl;mmzl:ug?llgﬁiii?ar?e;fgg
e ; eaknesses and reversal i
tgg’ be;zji:(l‘}:: Process.o.f its strugsle to realize Itss T:il;ﬁ;
e ‘ashStahmsm or Bevanism. If we will not
s rOOtS. Ofnlt ese deserter§, they will eat away at the
VR I\ffraels revolutionary chalutz movement, in-
branches and the communal settlen’aenrt!'s

ofthe III{ib‘lla‘utz A.tzi =~ Hashomer Hatzair, >

0. -‘NO’I‘ MERE RENUNCIAT : ‘
RENUNCIATION B
-EXAMINATION AND CRITICISM.UT P

Guri::.ortgbl?se}fo;[e the lgst MAPAI convention, David Ben-

over 60 Ehort ;fauseas %‘trtlyGPrpgmdmgc draft consisting’ of
‘ -Gurion did not bother to anal

yse

o in his usual
p med them as hard and fast principles summr?naémtel;

e ,
¢ past, enhancing the present and prophecying about the
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future of his party. A good deal of space was devoted to the
condemnation of the “totalitarian” collective ideology which
allegedly holds sway in MAPAM and in the Kibbutz
Artzi of Hashomer Hatzair. At the convention itself, Ben-
Gurion further elaborated these theories. Among other things,
he ruled that apart from MAPAIL no other workers party
has the right of existence. Ben-Gurion declared it as his
opinion, that the present coalition with MAPAM and
Achdut Avoda is nothing but a subterfuge for safeguarding
each others interests. The previous coalition with the General
Zionists had more achievements to its credit and was more
progressive. All these utterances were supposed to serve as
an introduction to a future invitation to MAPAM and
Achdut Avoda asking them to join MAPAI in an all-round
political amalgamation. The total abnegation of our party's
right to exist — in the past, present and future — was
made at one of MAPAI's very weakest conventions from the
point of view of ideological content. The main value of
that convention was that it ‘gave a certain amount of
expression to the dissatisfaction felt by certain homeless
rank and file members with the bureaucratic apparatus and
leadership of the party.

We, on our part, have no reasons to go to such
extremes in our attitude to MAPAL At our convention we
will not bring forward arguments denying MAPAI's right
of existence. We will not reduce MAPAI to a leaf of dry
bones in order that it should amalgamate itself with us.

We impose limitations on ourselves not only because
we are not in favour of an amalgamation with MAPAI but
also because we are eager for the maximum degree of
cooperation with it.

1 have devoted a few words in this introduction to the
various devices used by MAPAI in its retreat from socialist
values. My remarks are directed more towards strengthening
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out own rapl}tls against the influence
sianism, with its attempt to ca
despaI:rmg, than tOFVardSPCOHduCﬁ}:It; r: lg};?e:]?g f:'?;‘li I?{n;Pzt’thIe
diggiany e following chapters of this thesis it will not be
b e workg;;;xecla;:wpaﬁ?{lr;stlg aAprogressive coalition, led
I_Je obliged to lay bare the r,ealst;ms tmi)}:?v:g?e It\:{n;elsdll ad
its leadership to divest the coalition gove%nment of a:ﬁ
(cizrslttrel?t" For over 2 year we have been combatting thes
ructive tendencies, which are the cause of in‘g o
tension between ourselves and the majority part lgft;s"!g
;il:scussmns and in written material, we have y.demandr;:il
at these wrongs be corrected; all of which met with no
:hc:p:nisc;.t \Xffe will spare no effort to restore to the coalition
h pirit of true cooperation between the parties. The Third
onvention of MAPAM will be called upon
these efforts and to draw up the balance shel;t > e

of this political “nies-
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