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EDITORIAL NOTES

[ alp 77: A YEAR

1

7

SUCCESS

In the Editorial of the Dec. Issue 1976, we predicted that 1877
will be a year of important achievements for the Somali people.
1976 have marked the convening of the first congress of tiie SRSP
on first July which has special significance of its own for the So-
mali nation. It is the day that the Southern Region of the Repu-
blic gained independence, also it is the day of the re-unification of
the two parts of Somalia.

In late 1976 the establishment of the SRSP was materialised
throughout the Republic. On the months of August and Septem-
ber delegations led by Central Committee members paid official vi-
sits to the Districts and Regions of the country to witness elec-
ficus of different committees of the SRSP.

1977 has began with consolidation of the struggle of Western
Somali Liberation Forces against the black colonialism of Abyssiniz.

Consequently, the third plenary session of the CC took place,
and adopted important resolutions. The session examined the ach-
icvement of the programmes carried out in the previous year. The
Secretary-General of SRSP gave a report inm which he analysed the
present political, ecomomic and social situation of the Country.
jaalle Siyad speaking on the role of the SRSP said. «As its name
indicates the party is & revolutionary one. It came out through the
class struggle of the masses and based on the objective reslities go-
verning our society. The bitter struggle of cur people for indepen-
dence is an integral part of the world revolutionary movement aga-
inst capitalism and imperialism». In his report the Secretary-Gene-
ral also discussed different issues of international and local signi-
ficance.

On March 1977, the congress of the Somali Women Democra-
tic Union was held at the Police Academy between 4th to 7th.

in his opening speech the Secretary-General of SRSP outlined
the heroic role played by Somali women during the struggle for
freedom and how they participated actively in the different national
uprisings starting from the time of Ahmed Gurey to the present
struggle for the liberation and unity of the Somali nation. [aalle
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Siyed said: «l want to make it clear that there wasn’t a single vieto-
ty won over the enemy that the women did not indeed take
the most significant part. Likewise, they played a major role in the
development and construction of the country.

Delegations representing international and mational organisa-
tions participated in the Congress. The congress elected the natio-
nal committee and the executive committee of the SWDO.

On April, the first congress of the General Federation of the
Somali Trade Unions was held in Jaalle Siad Military Academy.
It was attended by delegates representing workers of all the Dis-
tricts, and Regions of the Country.

The Secretary-General delivered a speech in which he traced
back the listory of the Somali working class. He also pointed out
role played by the workers in the struggle of the Somali nation.

The Secretary-General pointed out that the 21st October Revolu-
tion provided Somali Workers with the opportunity to participate
in the counstruction of the society.

On the 12th-14th of May the Congress of the Somali Revolu-
tiomary Youth Union (SRYU) was held in Jaalle Siyad Military Aca-
demy. The participants in the Congress were 628 delegates wepre-

senting differeny strata of the Youth. Delegations from Internatio-

nal Youth Organisations also attended as ohservers,

On the 8th of May a referendum was held in Jabuti in which
the over-whelming majority of the people voted for freedom and
independence. In the mean time, the parliamentary elections for the
new Republic were also held.

The Somali Democratic Republic took a historical and honou-
rable stand in the struggle of the people of Jabuti for independence.

For the last six-months of 1977 the political atmosphere of the
Hern of Africa was shadowed by the liberation wars going oa in
Ethiopia and carrvied out by the movements of Somali West, Abbo.
Afar and Fritrea.

The Horn of Africa has become a hot spot endangering perce
and security in Africa and the world in general.

The Secretary-General of the SRSP had en many occasions ap-
pealed to the Addis Ababa regime not to create an atmosphere of cos-
flict, and seek a peaceful colution to the problems prevailing in
the area.

The situation was further aggravated by the direct inteifereuse
of Foreign parties namely, the Soviet Union, Cuba and others who
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amassed large quantities of sophisticated weapons as well as troope
in support of the Ethiopian regime.

Int retrospect, due to the new developmnets in the Horn of
Alrica, the CC of the SRSP after having an extraordinary session on
13 Nov. 1977, abrogated the Somali-Soviet friendship treaty and
severed diplomatic relations with Cuba, as a result of their hostile
and unfriendly behaviour manifested by these two States against the
puramount interest of the Somali nation.

AT LAST!

Whenever international politics is aualysed honest people who
cherish and love peace are bewildered by the double standards ma-
nifested by the super-power and their methods of manipulating it.
If we take the question of the Horn as an example, it was abundan-
tly clear before hand, the antagonistic forces and their respective
objectives in opposing each other.

On the one hand, they are the Western Somali national libera-
tion forces, who are liberating their motherland and on the other
the Abyssinian who want to perpetuate their colonialism ad infini-
tum!!

Hence, if a correct and a just solution is wanted for the gues-
tion of the Horn, then the above mentioner facts are the essence of
the problem. The Soviet Union, Cuba and their allics are delibe-
rately evading the existing facts by opting for their glohal strategy
in supporting the Abyssinian in their unjust goals of perpetuating
their colonialism in Western Somali. Besides, they have brought
to Abyssinia and the war fronts niassive weapons and countless
troops to buttress the Addis Ababa regime.

Imniediately, the SDR, has made it know to the world that this
was not aviable way of solving the explosive question of the Homn.
Likewise, it has made it clear that the massive weapons and the in-
fusion of foreign troops more than thousand and thousand are en-
dangering the stability of the whole region that’s the Hora. However
subseguent demals were made from different circles to the effect that
the weapons were small guantities and the foreign troops were not
ot all mreesent. : :

Today several states acknowladge the presence of fereign troons
along side of the colonial troops of Abyssinia as well as the availabili-
ty of massive sophisticate weapons under the disposition of Addis
Ababa rqgim;e:.

Recently the head of U.S. National Security Couneil has mentio-
wed the fact that they are positive about the presence of Soviet and
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Cuban troaps who are assisting the Addis Ababa regime in the prose-
cution of the war against the national liberation forces of western
Somazlia,

These troops are estimated to be more than sixteen thousand
men. '

Nevertheless, this admission added that the Somali troops must
be wihdrawn from Fthiopia, because their presence endanger norms
of international law pertaining to boundaries!!! Further, the U.S.
Government attitude did not stop there, but it started to court once
more the Addis Ababa regime, by the resumption of her military sup-
plies to the said regime. Thus, it appears that profound analyses of
the roots of the conflict of the Horn is not only desirable but comple-
tely avoided.

The people of Western Somalia have liberated themselves from
the Abyssinian colonialicrs by uot taking into consideration the sen-
sibilty and strategy of any super power.

The reason being that they ave fighting for their survival and future
for which they have sacrificed both their lives and resources.

Subsequently, the aim of restoring the provisional boundaries of
Abyssinia and her return to the territory which the Western Somali
Liberation forces have already I'berated means their massacre and
the sacrifcies of all their aspirations, with the condemnation of the
remairing to permanent Abyssinian enslavement.

Iz this opinion a just one to be proposed by states” Is it an

pinicn to be taken to international organisations? Or is it somre-

ng that can he digested by the people of Western Somalia? Or
that can be accepted by the SDR?

Ot an assumption is made to the effect that if the allied forces
(and the other spectators) suceged in the obliteration of the nationa.
liheration forces and the SDR is subjected to an aggression, the on
goning war in the Horn will end there, so the remaining will be stib-
focted to sfff barganing.

Accordingly, to those who are thinking along this line, we say
to them that if they want to avert a long, bitter and dreadful war; they
will have to change some of their calculations. The major element
which they today underestimate must be given the priority it deserves.
That is the people who live their (Western Somalia), their desires and
the liberation fronts which represent them.
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Social

and Economic Affairs

FOUNDING CONGRESS

OF THE OSCM

Since the foundation of the So-
mali Revolutionary Socialist Party
a year and a half ago, a number
of social organisations represen-
ting the workers, Women and the
youth were established in the co-
untry following this an organsa-
tion comprising the various coope-
ratives in the country has been set
up early this year.

On 6th January, 1978, the first
Congress of the Organisation ol
the Somali Cooperative movement
has taken place at the Police Aca-
demy in Mogadishu. 505 repre-
sentatives, of the various co-opera-
tive Unions through out the regions
of the SDR, have participated in
the congress. Also, representati-
ves from other social organisatins
were invited as observers.

In the First session, the Chair
man and the Secretariat of the con-
gress was elected. Then the Ge-
seral Secretary of the SRSP Jaalle
Mohamed Siad Bare delivered
the opening speech.

In his spzech, Jaalle Siad em-
rhasised matters concerning the
defence of the Somali Nation and
its socio-economic progress.  The

speech was in general based on
‘wo main factors:

L. The Historical Changes and
the socio-economic transformations
that the Somali Society went thro-
ugh and from which its goals were
set.

2.  The Rightful stand of the
SDR in regards to the persistent
issue of the Horn of Africa.

Also, in this first session, a re-
port by the Bureau of co-operatives
of the SRSP was presented. The

report contained a general outline
of the development of the Somali
Co-operatives Movement from  its
early stages to the present time.
At the opening of the second se-
ssion, the proposed programme and
internal regulations for the OSCM
was presented.  Then  seperate
committees {rom the wvarious co-
operatives were set up to study the
proposed programme and regula-
tions. On the third session, the com
mittes presented a final draft to
the congress. Then the Congress
approved both the programme ani
the regulations after minor ammen-
dments on certain sections.
During the course of the second
and the third sessions, representati-
ves of the regional co-operative u-
nions have presented reports co-
vering their successes and proble-
ms and as well proposals on the
development of their Unions. All
the representatives expressed their
enreserved support to the policy
of the SRSP, the Just de-colonisa-
tion struggle of the Western Somali
people and that of the liberation
movements of the world.




HALGAN

January 1578

Besides, representatives of the so-
cial organisations for workers, wo-
men and youth were given chances
to address the congress. In theit
speeches, they have proclaimed
their full support to the newly fo-
unded OSCM.  They welcomed it
as a required institution which wo-
uld contribute to the struggle for
national defense as well as the rea-
lization of the revolutionary aspi-
rations.

Also the various regional and
district branches and departments
of the social organisations and Go-
vernmental bodies have incessantly
been sending congradulatory mes-
sages in support for the new mo-
vement of the OSCM from all par-
ts of Somalia.

Moreover the Flowers of the So-
mali Revolution had at intervals
depicted its support in litrary wor-
ks. Guest members of the FSR
had been displaying patriotic son-
gs, poems and plays to keep the
interests of the Congress at mo-
mentum from the beginning to the
end. Such entertaining program-
mes were organized in the form
of competition among the mobili-
zation bands of the Somali trade
Unions, the National Flower of the

Somali Revolution and the district
Flowers of the Somali Revolution
of Waaberi, Dayniile, Yaagshiid
and Afgooye Districts.

The presence of guest-members
from Godey, one of the liberated
regions of Western Somalia, had
also due significance. These gu
est-members have presented the
story of their struggle which mo-
ved the nationalistic feelings of the
participants.  They have related
the long struggle of the Western
Somali people against the Abyssi-
nian colonialism and how the So-
mali heroes broke the Yoke of co-
lonialism.  These guest-members
also mentioned the present dignifi-

ed life of the Western Somali peo-

ple after liberating their territories
and the aflfection they hold for
their brothers in the SDR.

During their presentation of the
de-colonization struggle, they we-
re at intervals posed by nationali-
stic chorus songs depicting the ma-
terial and moral support of the
SDR to the just struggle of the
Western Somali people.

At the closing session of the
Congress, the national committee,
the executive committee and the
inspection and auditing committee

of the Somali Co-operative Move-
ment were elected,

For the National Committee 104
members were elected to represent
all co-operative movements in So-
malia. The members elected for
the executive committee were the
following nine:

1. TJaalle Warsame Abdullahi

Ali — Chairman.
2. Jaalle Yassin Gelle Warsa-
me — st Vice-Chairman.

3.  Jaalle Mohamed Muse Mo-
hamed — 2nd Vice-Chair
man.

4. Jaalle Abdi Dahir Hassan
— Secretary of the depart-
ment for foreign. relation.

5. TJaalle Sheikh Ali Tbrahim —

Secretary of the department of

of Justice and documentation.

6. TJaalle Abrone Haji Yusuf —

Secretary of the department of

Education and vocational training.

7. Jaalle Haji Abdow —Secretary

of the department of Mobilization

and Social Affairs.

8. Jaalle Ibrahim Mohamed Ha-

duma — Secretary of the depart-

ment of planning and production.

9. TJaalle Mohamed Umar Isman

— Secretary of the department of

Administration and Finance.

The committe of inspection and

Auditing consist of:-

1. Jaalle Abdillahi Hirsi Samatar

— Chairman.

Jaalle Ali Jama Olad.

Jaalle Mohamed Matan Saray

Jaalle Abdi Said Gurhan

Jaalle Abdillahi Ismail

The Congress was closed by the

Secretary General of the SRSP Taa

lle Mohamed Siad Barre. The clo-

sing speech of the President of the

SDR. dealt with matters of great

significance and provided the So-

mali Co-operatives with valuable
guidance and directives.

Tt W o

PROGRAMME OF THE SOMALI
COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT & . st

These are the starting words of

the statute of the Somali cooperati-

. ‘f,}

ve mgvement. The text of this sta-
tute defines the objectives of the

organisation, its structure and func
tion.

gt
T
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As this statute stated the organi-
zation «unites all exploited middle
social groups and strata consolida-
ting their capabilities, standard of
living, and technical know how to
overcome all forms of exploitation.

The statute makes it clear that
scientific socialism will constitute
the basis for the organization and
that its structure will be based on
democratic  centralism which
means:

1. The election of all comit
tees [rom the bottom to top.

2. The submission of the lower
bodies to the higher bodies.

3. Strict discipline which mea-
ns the submission of the minority
to the majority.

4. All works and functions
should be based on efficiency, coo-
peration and collective leadership.

5. The structure of the organi-
zation is built upon national = regio-
nal, district and village levels with
due consideration to the similariti-
es of their functions. Following the
above structure the organization
comprises the exsiting cooperati-
ves and future ones.

The existing cocperatives are:

The cooperative organization for
farmers, fishers, livestock and fo-
rests, industries and artists, cons-
trution and transportation, food
stuffs and services.

THE PROGRAMME OF THE
ORGANISATION:;

The programme defines the poli-
cies and responsibilitics of the or-
ganization. Before discussing dutics
the programme discusscs the objec-
tive laws governing the develop-
ment of human society , then and
only then doss it focus light on the
history of the society and the
struggles of the  working people
aganist oppression and exploita-
tion.

The programme also  demgns-
trates the systemy of production
before and the forms of coopera-
tion that existed among the poor
exploited classes.

The programme also points out
that the revolution stepped up to
promote the intersts of the toiling
masses and the foundation of co-
operative organization which pla-
yed a major part of the struggle.
The SRC, the political office
and the SRSP all concentrated all
their efforts to implement these
objectives. This cocperative move-
cment organization now founded,
at the most appropriate moment
is the fruits of these efforts.

The organization - discussed and
accepted the follgwing responsi-
bilities and duties put forward in
the programme.

A. POLITICAL

1. Adherence to the principles

-of scientific socialism and teach-

ing it to different groups of the or-
ganization.

2. Intensification of the strug-
gle of Somali people for freedom
and unity and to inspire the spi-
rit of nationalism and frzedom in
the minds of all members,

3. Rejection of all forms of ex-
ploitation and capitalism.

4, Strengthening the solida-
rity among all progressive forces
in the country and outside the cou
ntry.

5. Solidarity with all people
struggling for frsedom, peace, de-
mocracy and for advaned society
devoid of all forms of exploitation.

ECONOMIC:

1. Increase of production and
econgmic development oriented
on socialist economic  structure.

2. Intensification of the strug-
SRSP programme and the execu-
tion of the national plan, for the
realization of self sufficiency in
econony. '

3. Prgviding the people with
the basic. needs and necessities of
life. '

4. To practise the system of
collective division of profit, whi-
ch is based on the principle of:

e e

«From each according to his abi-
lity, to each according to his
work». This is the fundamental
principle in sharing the fruits of
labour in socialist framework.

5. To inculcate the spirit of
respect for work  and  socialist
competion in all members of the
organization.

SOCIAL:

1. Raising the level of politi-
cal awareness of the members
and the preparation of an active
cadre equipped with high consciou-
sness and leadership qualities.

2, Promotion and development
of the national culture and the
eradication of reactionary tradi-
tion and cultures in herited from
old society.

3. The encouragement and
orientation of the members in
the importance of social insurance

4. Child and mother health
care centers for all cooperatives.

5. Fighting all manifestations
of the old cultures that hinder
progress  cocperation, and solida-
rity among them tribalism, regio-
nalism, afmisharism, idleness, bri
bery, misappropriation of coope-
rative funds, greediness etc.

&. To put the principles of
solidarity and cooperation in full
practice as the solid foundation
of the new man and as an expres-
sion of the real essence of socia-
list' democracy for the realisation
of justice, equality and national
unity.

This general gutline on the
statute and programme of  the
Somali cocperative movement or-
ganization reflects the nature of
that organization, and its objecti-
ves; it is clear that this is prog-
ressive organization working. on
the principles of scientific socia-
lism, struggling to protect  the
intersts of the. Somali working
people to achieve advanced socie-
ty, inspired by the programme of
the SRSP and the teachings of the
general Secretary of the party
Jaalle Maxamed Siyaad Barre.
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It is a special privilege for me
to be taking part in this historical
conference, where we are laying
the foundations for the union of
the Somali Cooperative Movement.
In fact it is an occasion which has
great and vital meaning for the
whole Somali Nation, and spe-
cifically for those who co-
ntinuously and indefatigably are
struggling for the full realisation
of true progress, independence and
social justice, and who further-
more, are in the front ranks in the
endeavour to build a socialist so-
ciety, frze of backwardness and
the exploitation of man by ~man.
The establishment of this =~ Union
which presently we are embarking
upon marks one of the long range
goals envisioned by the 21st Oc-
tober Revolution, which day after
day are multiplying. Tt is also a

The General Secretary of the
SRSP Opening Speech in the
Founding Congress of the Somalé

Cooperative Union

symbol of our revolutionary per-
severance and resoluteness as re-
gards its long term goa]s and ob-
jectives.

Comrades with every step that
the revolution takes in the carry-
out the nation’s c¢herished goals
it becomes increasingly relevant
that I put it across to the
nation, and to explain the
theoretical premises on which it
is based and over and above this
the place it occupies in the overall
social development strategy of the
nation, hinging upon a well infor-
med, patriotic and conscious un-
derstanding of the economic, -cul-
tural and political transformations
obtaining in the given historical
juncture we are traversing. Comr-
ades speaking in general terms it
can be stated that one of the first
measures to be taken toward a
patriotic, progressive and prosper-
ous path ensuring unity is the str-
engthening and further consolida-
tion of the newly found political

power enjoyed by social political
organisations. This is so in as mu-
ch as any political body which is
headed by a political party and
mass organisations, based as they
are on the interests of the toiling
masses and groupings has to be in

" a position to fully replace the for-

mer parties and social organisa-
tions, which by their nature cham-
pioned the then prevalent section-
al and group interests.

Immediately on the birth of the
21st October revolution it became
unaviodable to abolish the = so-cal-
led parties and social organisations
then existing, since these parties
and organisations rendered them-
selves unsuitable in carrying out
the responsibilities - bestowed on
them. Putting the political parties
in abeyance did not mean that the
new political authority, led as it
was by the army, had in mind the
monopolisation of political power
thereby making the role of the mas

January 1578
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ses undesirable and redundant. Far
from it really it did mean that
the new political authority was in-
timately and inseparably linked
with the Somali toiling masses.
For this very reason the new poli-
tical power, right in its birth com-
mitted itself to the Somali toiling
masses, and this is abundantly co-
rroborated by the Thistorical ex-
periences of our revolution,

Emanating from this was the
inescapable fact that the Somali
masses, for whose interest the re-
volution was born should be ena-
bled to fully participate and par-
take in running all administrative
powers touching upon their lives.
This proposition was all the more
pressing to the extent of ensuring
the mutual, harmonious coopera-
tion and unity amongest the revo-
lutionary forces: the armed forces,
workers, youth women  peasantry,
and nomads. To attain heightened
unity and cocperation a particular
office was created by the SRC and
charged with the vital tasks of or-
ienting, raising and organising the
political sonciousness of the So-
mali masses. The political mobili-
sation of the masses had far-reach-
ing effects and was grouped on
long term prespective goals,

Comrades, the revolutionary lea-
dership always had in mind fun-
damental transformation to be wi-
ought in the Somali society, and
did not so much limit itself to me-
re keeping of their political offices.
These fundamental transformation
were supposed to encompass a so-
ciety bearing the unwholesome sc-
ars of tribalism_corruption, nep-
otism, disorder and narrow self
seeking goals, exploitation, and
the breakdown of law and order,
etc. The revolutionary goals were
to save the society from the dark-
ness, ignorance, abject poverty
and debilitating diseases, and to in
their place build a healthy sociali-
st Society the implementation of
these goals, and the levels attained
in their fulfilment can be summed
up by the preliminary stages of the
Political office in orienting and mo-

bilising the masses, with the objec-
tive of finally aiming at satisfac-
tory levels whereby the Somali
people discharge their historical
and sacred duty i.e. the complete
sacio-economic transformation  of
the country. However it is pertin-
ent to ask ourselves the question:
In whatways could we assess the
attainment of the goals undertak-
en? to answer this [ can say that
the establishment of the Party of
the new type for which we have
struggled too long and arduously,
and which at last we succeeded to
have founded in July 1st, 1976 as
the Somali Revolutionary Socialist
Party consitutes a valuable advan-
ce under which all other points
are stbsumed.

As has to be fully known the
establishment of the Party, and the
founding of the social organisa-
tions closely tied to it, their mo%i-
lisation and giving them ideolo-
gical terrafirma was not the ultima-
te and final end to facilitate popu-
lar participation in political life.
in its multifacted ecopomic, culiu-
ral and social dimensions. The poi-
nt is as has to be clearly horne
in mind, if the party of the new ty-
pe does not create strong and un-
breakable relations with the mass-
es, most particularly with its toil-
ing sections. it loses its authority
and credibility to carry out the re-
volutionary vanguard goals inspir-
ing it. This truth is a historically
provahle one.

In full cognisance of this we
created the general Democyatic
Somali Women’s Union on 8th
March 1977; the Somali workers
Union on 1st May, and SRYU on
on 15th May and finally to-
day  we are deliberating the
process of creating the general
Somali cooperatives Union. Well
then, the establishment of this Un-
ion completes the extremely weig-
hty tasks, which is the strengthen-
ing, growth and systematising the
popular basis of the revolutionary
rule, which is a histopical duty
which objective processes make
imperative.

Be that as it may, but more
important and notworthy is that
the General Somali Cooperatives.
Union’s (GSCU) role will with the
passing of days gain momentum so
far it will affect the lives and des-
tinies of greater and larger com-
munity of people, i.e. since it will
control the bread basket of the ur-
banised populace. For ipstance
small house-hold peasant owners,
along with the Somali agricultural
cooperatives constitute the preduc-
tive forces serving the local focd-
stuff needs, and over and abovz
this the exported agricultural pro-
ducts from which accrue hard cur-
rency reserves which we peed. For
the peasantry and the toiling mas-
ses generally the Somali revolution
dedicates itself to save them from
the class exploitation, oppression
and exceptional hardships to which
hitherto they have heen its sole vic-
tims, and the economico-political
path in its entirety devotes itself tc
these sacred goats. Our commit-
ment to these goals were and are
not imitational, but doubtlessly
emerged from politically a consci-
cus realisation of their valuable
signifiance for the Somali nation
As a totality they constitute the
only authentic path valid for the
solution of the multiple and varie-
gated problems inherited from the
colonialist and neo-colonialist de-
termined backwardness. Cur coun-
try, as well as other developing

- countries urgently need an over

hauling of the old and traditional
socio-economic structures. The cor
nerstone in the relevant changes
with regard to the mode of econo
mic production turns upon essen-
tial transmutations in the puhlic
state owned and cooperative secto-
rs. As must be noted in the transi-
tional period of socialist construc-
tion there does exist several eco-
nomic formations and types, each
of which serves a given purpose
The public sector as the leading
sector guides the direction of the
national economy, and the public
sector being invariably socialist in
nature, ultimately becomes the
most dominating, subsuming un-
der it all the other sectors existing.



HALGAN

January 1978

The cooperative sector of the eco-
nomy, as the 2nd mnost strategically
placed sector plays a highly distin-
guishable role with regard to
the fundamental transformations
which a social revolution implies
Notwithstanding, there are so-cal-
led cooperatives which are incon
trovertibly capitalist in essence and
whose true capitalistic nature is
day atter day disclosed by objective
circumstances, despite their super-
fical socialist trappings. Cocperati
ves of these type are capitalist en-
terprises, and needless to say, per:
petuate an exploitative, harsh and
oppressive economic setup for both
the peasant and nomadic populatio-
ns (Rural population)., The coope
ratives movement of our country
are progressive and socialist based
ones and must thereby serve the
objective needs of the toiling mas-
ses.

Hencelorth the objective basis of
our cooperatives nust be the seri-
ous endeavour at continuous eco-
ncmic growth, the goal which alo-
ne ensures social justice, equality
and a truly better life. The creation
of agricultural handicraftsmen.
skilled and technical, fishery, small
traders’ and nomadic cooperatives
tacilitaties the pooling together of
mental, manual and finapcial re-
sources under a single command
thus attaining a greater productive
capacity, which in turn acts as a
valuable means of reaching our go-
al of self-sufficiency with the help
of which true sovereigty of our co-
untry can be ensured.

Comrades the famous legal pro-
mulgation law number 40 which
was issued by wour revolutionary
state in October 1973 related as
it was to the creation organi-
sation and systematising of the
couniry’s cocperatives translated
into real life. The points above
proudly state that a great deal has
been done in the practical imple-
mentation of that law.

Though the revolutionary period
particularly with regard to the
number of years the cooperatives

existed and the problems confron-
ted and their handling is very short,
r:onetheless, it could be noted that
we have reached an adequate level
in respect of the establishment, or-
ganisation and systematic forms
adopted for the cooperatives. Be-
that as it may we should never e
sinug and complacent, angd inspite
of the relatively high levels attai-
ned we should be ready to take
further advances and long stride:
which are in consonance with the
the theoretical and practical gains
to be derived from socialist cooper-
tives. Our revolutionary regime has
time and again warned against the
immature apd spontaneous frame-
work of thinking which are not ba-
sed on a real study of the objective
conditions of our country, and con-
sequently we have proceeded step
by step in the construction of our
cooperatives.

Comrades to touch on the topical
world political issues of the day we
can observe that in the last years
so many things have changed sc
much so a new and totally new si-
tuation has arisepy in the world po-
litical correlation of forces. The
historical process is more and mo-
re getting highly favourable for
the peoples striving for indepen-
derice, democracy, peace and social
progress. This valuable situation
has come, thanks to the historical
process which is at work and
which have been enriched by the
experienced actions of the world
revolutionary movements and for
ces. This is proved beyond shadow
of doubt by the hightened political
conditions, manifested as they are
by the armed struggles gaining
ground and gathering momentum
in the Horn of Africa related as it
is to the dismantling and dismem-
berment of the Ethiopian Fmpire.
which the revolutionary forces- the
liberation Fronts of Somali West
Abbo, Eritrea day after day are stri-
king deathly blows thereby angu-
menting their victories for the rea-
lisation of dreams for which near-
Iy a century they have been fighting
for. Noteworthy also to mention is
the fact that the revolutionary mas-
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ses of Ethiopia for far toc long
have been striving to end the feudal
injustices and exploitations, and tc
in its place create a better life wor-
thy of man,

However till this very day they
are being subjected to heinous and
horrendous oppressions, which is
exemplified by daily destruction of
hundreds of workers, students, you-
th, peasants, womep and generally
the toiling masses who are opposed
to the unjust, and stifling treatmen-
ts to which they are subjected. We
see as our sacred duty, and the du-
ty of all the rest who love the stren-
gthening of peace and the preserva-
tio nof basic human rights, that full
aid be proferred to the progressive
forces of Ethiopia who are striving
hard for democracy and progress.

The political situation arising in
Horn of Africa has brought about
a change in the political relations
of the world, since formetly we
knew colonialism to be the only
system opposing peoples’ right to
self-detrmination. This  naturally
emanated from colonialism’s essen-
tial economic relations, and the for-
ms of their manifestation. Due to
this, colonialism tried to eternalise
itself, and to perpetuate exploita-
tion and strengthen the domination
over other nations. This is not sur-
prising for us,since as a nation we
have been through it, and in so far
the rest of the world has tasted its
bitter cup of experience. However
what is astonishing and most baf-
fling is how the situation in the
Horn transmuted  the political
stand, also the ideological princip-
les, founded on true class orienta-
tion of countries which it was ha-
bitual to support and aid peoples
struggling for their sovereign right
to self-determination.

I have several times addressed
myself to the situation obtaining
in the Horn of Africa, anditis a
situation which is being unnecessa-
rily complicated by the Addis-Aba-
ba regime, which ata time when
the colonial sun is setting commits
itself stubbornly and obdurately to
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eternalise the Abyssinian oppres-
sion and colgnialism over the sub-
jected nations, who are szeking for
their liberation. Furthermore the
misguided policies of certain so-
cialist countries with regard to Ab-
yssinian colonialisyy on whose  si-
de they are on, practically for
their naked selfinterests.

And solely for their wide strategic
interest in Horn they have sacrifi-
ced and casted overboard the sac-
red tenets of the socialist ideology.

Comrades what is most surpri-
sing is that these unpalatable thin-
gs are occuring in the closing guar-
ter of the 20th Century, a Centu-
ry characterised and typified by
the more weighty and determining
role of the national liberation mo-
vement in the world correlation
of forces and encompassing the
four corners of the globe. These
are times when the socialist system
which alone leads to true libera-
tion and freedom, and peoples ri-
ght to self-determination is beco-
ming the singularly dominating
system. Wasn't it Esteemed Com-
rade Lenin who correctly stated
the principle of the nations’ right
to self-determination?

The present day discarding of
this principle by the leadership of
the Soviet Union militates against
great Lenin's behests. Therefore
the undisguised interference of the
Soviet Union, Cuba and other al-
lied States into the Horn of Africa
affairs, which are specific to it is a
blatant violation of the laws and
rules laid down by the UNO and
OAU. Besides it is tantamount
to the flounting the dignity,
unity and sovereignty of the
African continent,- and  ge-
nerally the freedom and peace lo-
ving international forces the wor-
Id over. Over and above this it
is a travesty that while African
heads of State are the ones deser-
ving of taking the necessary steps,
for foreign powers to interfere into
the Horn’s affairs. This foreign
interference will never bring about
an effective peace settlement but

will on the contrary contribute to
political complications and the in-
ternationalisation of the war going
on, in the Horn.

Now then we may ask ourselves
the question of what is the con-
tent of the new policy of the So-
viet leadership, Cuba and other al-
lied states which crystallises in ar-
ming the Addis-Ababa regime to
the teeth, and furthermore deploy-
ing foreign troops to bolster them
up? Cemrades, first it is to contain
and then destroy the just struggle
being waged by the liberation mov-
ements of the Somali West, Abbo,
Eriteria, Tigre and Afar and the
obviation of the final just victory
which inevitably has to be theirs.
It is also an effort at obviating and
invitiating a sacred promise of our
21st October revolution, It is the
conscious and premediated dissolu-
tion of all the revolutionary vic-
tories scored in the last years, be
they economic, political. and social
and in general the new socio-eco-
nomic relations which the October
revolution has set up, The last but
not the least objective underlying
this interference is the planned
attack on the Somali Democratic
Republic itself and the patent en-
dangering of its sovereign existen-
ce and unity, - all for the sake of
propping up the colonial aims of
Addis-Ababa regime and the stra-
tegic goals of the Soviet Union pe-
rtinent to African Horn region.

Consequent upon the new situ-
ation arising, and the likelihood of
internationalising the war in the
Horn precipitated as it is by some
socialist countries the Central Com-
mitte of the SRSP took its historic
decision of 13.11.1977 which by
and large fundamentally changed
the political relations between i,
the USSR, and Cuba both of which
unambiguously sided with the Ab-
yssinian colonialism. At the same-
time this decision was to lay firm
foundation for our further sovere-
ign existence, and above all, the
strengthening of the just struggles
which the national liberation mo-
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vements are waging in the serious
attempt to wrest their right to self-
determination form Ethiopian and
to assure the victories which alrea-
dy have bzen won

Comrades, to momentarily let
me pause here to comment on the
reactionary intrepretation of our
historic decision, which was :olely
adopted for our defence. The re-
actionary forces give an intrepre-
tation to the effect that this deci-
sion implies the retreat from the
socialist path which we have ta-
ken. This reactionary idea does
not startle us since we got so ac-
customed at it being bandied about
by our reactionary elements, who
in the last 8 years spared no effor-
ts to sabotage and misintrepret our
revolutionary goals and strategies.
But these last days the reactiona
ries are drumming up support
within the masses o certain point
of views which are antithetical
and opposed to the programme
of the SRSP. This amounts to the
misconception that so far the Rus-
sias have been expelled and the
political relations with some socia-
list countries have woefully dete-
riorated it is only likely that there
will be a retreat from the socialist
ideology. '

Really the reactionaries wrongly
assess and size up situations insofar
they could not distinguish between
ideological principles and State po-
licies. However to ask ourselves:
Did we when we adopt the socialist
ideology to carry favour with othe-
rs? Or does it mean that a socia-
list revolution for its existence and
validity has to gain an official ad-
mission from some particular coun-
try? The immediate answer to this
is doubtlessly negative. Be that as
it is, the point needs emphasising
that a revolution is never exported
but is born of the internal social
contradictions which are generated
in a given society. Correspondin-
gly the Somali Revolution owes its
birth to the highly difficult condi-
tions and objective processes ope-
rative in  our country and since
then it has proved itself in the se-
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rious tacking of socio-ecenomic
and political problems.

Furthermore the heightened po-
litical awareness and maturity is
also a true testimony to its everlas-
ting validity. In this context the es-
tablishment of GSCU, which in
effect strungthens the party and
society at large is a corroboration
of sophisticated political consci-
ousness. The revolution will ue-
ver go back on its basic principles
and the Committements it has ma-
de to Somali nation. At this junc-
tire when the revelution is further
gathering momentum it once again
reaffirms the sacred cause and go-
als to which it is irreversibly bo-
und.

Comrades, deserving boundless
and unforgattable thanks are the
Arab and African countries who
genuinely stoop with and aided
the just struggle of the liberation
movements of the Somali nation.
The unstable situation obtaining in
the African Horn is not likely to
be confined to the region, and ac-
cordingly incumbent upon the va-
rious states of the world is the se-
rious attempts on their part to give
thought to ways and means of re-
solving it, since on this depends
peace in our world, and particu-
larly the security of the Horn, and
the Red Sea which has exceptional
importance for world Trade and
communication lines.

As already spelled out we are
informing the African countries
that the situation in the Horn is
directly concering them since it
touches upon the peacefulness,
independence and unity of Afri-
can countries  their cooperation
and development. This therefore
naturally entails the duty that  is
golution lies with them. Consequ-
ently we call upon our African
brothers mot to spare efforts in
-partaking as to how to find ways
and means of solving the problém.
We in the Somali Democratic Re-
public hereby express ourreadiness
for inter-African mediations, of co-
urse conditional upon the Addis-

Ababa regime finding the courage
to take part im a such mediation.
QObviously the firm basis for resol-
ving this conflict is dependent on
the acceptance of the principles of
independence and national right tc
self-determination as enshrined in
the OAU rules and laws.

Historical experience incontesta
bly admits that people who are stri-
ving for their freedom cannot be
subjugagated by the flexing of mu-
scles and recourse to the barrel of
the gun. The Abyssinian colonia-
lisis are day dreaming if for one
minute they believe that by force of
arms and pillage they can succsed
in resolving the conflict between
them and the liberation movement.
The true resolution of of the coni-
ilict in the Horn, first and foremost
hinges on the exit of alien force who
are internationalising the conflict.
and immediately afterward for the
parties to the conflict, e.g. the Wes-
tern Somali Liberation front, Abbo,
Eriteria and the Addis regime tc
come and sit down together to co-
mprehensively and concretely dis-
cuss the relevant points comprising
the conflict, The Somali govern-
ment is fully prepared to shoulder
its share of neighbourly and Afri-
can responsibilities.

Obvious as the permanent ag-
gressive designs of the Addis-ab-
ba regime are against the So
mali Democratic Republic,
and taking inte account that this
regimes aggresion is caused by its
utter inability to cope with the libe-
ration movements struggle for whi-
ch it cannot find satisfactory peace-
ful solution, yet the SDR is at any
time ready to directly negotiate wi-
th the Addis regime and to convin-
ce it of the baseless and pointless
accusations & imputations which it
levels against us.

In as much as we have cemprehe-

nsively dealt the long history of the.

Somali dooperatives movement, the
révolution’s objectives in building
thei up and the importance the
party and State attach fo them, and
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taking into account the new situ-
tion  confronting it let me
come down to  pinpoint the
great value entailed in this confe-
rence of ours, and the great expex-
ctations which are .. by the Somali
masses vis-a-vis the cooperatives
role in this pressing times — I ha-
ve already referred to the produc
tive, political and social progressi-
ve dimensions.

Comrades the conference coinci-
des with a time when the revolu-
tion has crossed over to the car
rying out of one of the mgst fun-
damental articles in the first char-
ter of the revolution. Therefore
Iying in front of you is a weighty
matter which necessitates the arri-
ving fruitful decisions in order
to be able to masterfully and ade-
quately play your great role, taking
into consideration your earlier ex-
periences. To elaborate on this po-
int it is your task to effectively ex-
press the toiling masses continuing
impcrtance to the growth of vour
economic capacity and the impro-
vement in our life.

In its other dimensign the ob-
jectively determined task which
the conference has to elucidate is
firstly the realisation of the place
which Somali cocperatives in the
plane of the ideological and the
theoretical struggle firmly based as
it must be on the defence if the toi-
ling masses interests, which inevi-
tably jpeans the combatting of re-
actionary ideas .The possibility sue-
cessively calling this cgnference in
fact lies in our internalisation and
adoption of socialist scientific ide-
as which make realisable maximum
democracy and most progressive
development. As cooperative and
integral members of the toiling
masses it is a duty to sacrificingly
and resolutely protect the system of
ideas which defend and make pos-
sible working class interests.

Comrades finally I exhort the
founding conference of the Gene-
ral Somali Cooperative Union to
putsue its work in orderly, discip-
lined, and with revolutionary spiri-
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ts,” and furthermore to deliberate
on the widest popular democracy,
as fits the principle of democratic
centralism which is intrinsically
an integral component part of any
progressive revolution.

If we go back to our revolutio-
nary experiences we will all agree-
that our principle has been applied
to practically all the forms of so-
cial and party life, in the adminis-
tration of economic projects, and
the cultural and political conditio-
ns of our country. The duty which
continues to be of paramount im-
portance, at the present stage we
are in, is how to utilise and apply
the principle of democratic centra-
lism. And it is my belief that this
goes into the essence of the duties
falling upon this founding confe-
rence of the General Somali Coo-
peratives Union. For this reason
the conference should be making
use of this principle in all its aspec-
ts, in the debating proposals, arri-
ving at consclusions, at giving re-
ports and generally in the officially
written material, as well as in the
drawing up of the elections for the
multifurious committees.

In conclusion I can only express
greatest hope of succes for the con-
ference’s extensive deliberations
pertaining to the task of bracing it-
self for its role in the materialisa-
tion of social progress and the def-
ence of the soverign unity of the
Somali nation. I have to also thank
responsible heads and committees
who did tremendous preparatory
work for making this conference
possible,

LET SOMALIA UNITE
LONG LIVE THE SRSP

VICTORY TO THE NATIO-

NAL LIBERATION MOVE-

MENTS OF SOMALL WEST
ABBO AND ERITRIA.

TRIUMPHANT SUCCESS TO
THE SOMALI COOPERATI-
i VES:zn

The General Secretafy’s
Closing Speech of the OSCM

Comrades,

I am highly privileged and grati-
fied to be present here where you
are concluding the 1st founding Co-
ngress of Organisation of Somali Co
operatives Movement (OSCM). In
this Congress you have arrived at
historical decisions which indis-
putably will be of great benefit to
the Somali toiling masses, as a
whole, and particularly for the

various Somali Cooperatives wh-

ich showed their readiness to re-
alise the principles of the 21st Oc-
tobar Revolution and the main
contents of the SRSP programme.

What is tobe specially noted,
and this intimately struck me, was
the efficient manner, in which the
different preparatory tasks were
carried out, the happy and interes-
ting atmosphere prevailing while
Congress was in session and the
enthusiasim and revolutionary will
which congress clearly evinced all
throughout.

Accordingly the few days we
were involved in the Establish-
ment of the OSCM acted as days
generating hope implanting con-
fidence in ourselves, and illumi-
nating for us the true path to pro-
gress, struggle and advance of the
Somali toiling masses.

The value of this Congress is
made all the more apparent
by the fact that it coincides
with a time when a bitter struggle
is being waged by the Somali Na-
tion in its persistent efforts to rea-
lise its sovereignty, unity and ad-
vance, which now has entered a
new qualitative period, and in
process being crowned with great
success, in the endeavour to be ful-
ly free inthe political, economic
and social sphere.,

If I touch upon the results of
this Congress, it can with confiden-

ce be stated that it brings in its
wake boundless benefits as far as
the inprovement in the social con-
ditions of the Somali society are
concerned, in as much as this Cow
gerss has set down the work pro-
gramme containing the spirit of
the SRSP programme which de
fines and correctly reflects the lo-
ng cherished goals for which the
Simali toiling masses struggled so
tirelessly to sze it adopted in the
genuine realisation to radically
transform _ for the better the con-
ditions and standards of life of the
Somali society,

What furthermore deserves bet-
ter evaluation was the realisation
on the part of the Congress that
the programme and the law will
be lifeless if the Central leadership
structure fulfilling it is ignored.
And that is why the variegated
and multifarious commitbees, such
as the national committee, the ex-
ecutive commitbee, and the inspec-
tion and auditing committee, ha-
ve been elected,

I am only too confident that the
Comrades that you have elected
for the leading posts in those com-
mittees are the ones whom you
bestowed your trust as deserving
to be in the front ranks in the
struggle to defend the Revolution,
as well as in the advancement of
of the cooperatives goals.

The elected committees are char-
ged with tremendous tasks of im-
plementing and realising the aspi-
rations of the toiling masses, as
well as aiding ,training, mobilising
and consolidating their unity wit-
every step they take upon the deli-
neated targets of the SRSP and
the theory of scientific .- Socialism
creatively applied to our -specific
conditions.

- Comprades, as I have already re-
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fered to, the Somali cooperative:
have attained a new level, whish
is characterised by its own condi-
tions and pecularities. And as su-
ch it is inordinately imperative
that the Organisation fully, con-
sciously, actively and in a revolu.
tionary manner performs its his-
torical tasks, which is exemplified
by the recognition that the nation’s
progress hinges upon the raising
of the productive capacity, by at-
tching utmost importance and pri-
ority to the satisfaction of social
needs, since the raising of produc-
tivity is conducive to social trans-
formation which in turn favoura.
ble acts upon human life.

That being the case it becomes
incumbent upon us tolay great em-
phasis upon the tremendous raising
of productivity as well as weather-
ing through the numerous difficul-
ties and obstacles, which the objec-
tive conditions lay before us, and
moreover the ability togo through
sacrifices in order to accomplish be-
tter and more qualitatively pro-
ductive capacity and know-now.

In order to both improve the
quantitative and qualitative dim-
enions of production it is required
to be cognisant with the objective
conditions and laws which govern
the development of social produc-
tion. Production is made possible
by social cooperation, and partici-
pating in it, is the whole working
class hence this ngcessitates a just
system to be laid down.

The imperativeness of raising
production is made all the more
patent by the fact that it is you,
vour conscious belief as cooperati-
ve members, which will determine
the methods and organizational
work relating to the production
process. The point above mention-
ed is tersely and categorically sta-
ted in the SRSP programme and
on your part as cooperatives the
task is its deeper appreciatior and
satisfactory implementation.

Howevor the realisation of all
oherished goals set by you is clo-
sely connected with a deeper un-

derstanding of the tasks to fulfill,
and the setting down of a plan
to efficiently undertake it. The
plan is indubitably the key to the
solution. of problems; it is the har-
moniser of the different aspects of
the tasks, and furthermore is the
criterion by means of which we
can size up the fulfilment under-
taken by the individaul, group,
and society as a whole.

For this very reason the cooper-
atives ought toinvestgreat value
in plans, and the planning of their
tasks. Each and every cooperative
has to make it own specific plan,
in as much as principles of scien-
tific socialism are founded upon
an appreciation of the role of pla-
ns and their utilisation in the ex-
ecution of all tasks. Plans under
the principles of scientific socia-
lism are an effective instrument to
counteract the chaotic and target-
less conditions, which are a per-
manent feature of the capitalis!
system.

What also chiefly contributes "o
higher productivity is the princi-
ple of socialist emulation. The ro-
le and importance of socialist em-
ulation as I have repeatedly obser-
ved lies in safeguarding the
interests of the toiling masses, and
concurrently to consolidate the co-
rnestone of a socialist economy.
The effectiveness and unsurpas-
sable value engendered by socialis:
emulation has beem proved by lo-
ng processes of real life practices,
and through this it has been en-
riched and made even more scien-
tific.

If we really do all in our power
to fully explore and tap the pot-
entialities of the cooperative, and
for this the Party is more than
willing to embark upon, we will
be duty bound to adequately uti-
lise the will, enthusiasm and spo-
ntaneity of the masses. And the
only way to exploit these is a se-
rious endeavour to popularise
and disseminate the ideas and pra
ctices of socialist emulation, thro-
ughout the regions, and this will
im its tirn strengthen the princi-
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ples of self-reliance which the Re-
volution practically pursued for
a long time.

The great value ingrained in so-
cielist emulation is that it contin-
nues the self-help policies, and at
the sametime elevates to a higher
stage the principle aforementioned.
From today on the programme of
of self-help schemes have to form
an integral aspect of planning;
gain prior evalution and be fitted
into the necessary places, in parti-
cular the productive sector of the
economy.

The Self-help schemes hitherto
were seen in terms of the erection
of buildings, beginning from now
we have to cross over to the dir-
ectly productive sector, i.e the eco-
nomy, the farms, fisheries, etc.

Comrades, socialist emulation
has multifarious forms of applica-
bility. The emulation can be cither
between, let us say, two factories
manufacturing things along the sa-
me factory, two agricultural coo-
peratives; or if nzed be between
two completely different institu-
tions ie, the agricultural and =~ fi-
shery cooperatives, even between
two individuals working in the sa-
me institution.

All the points dealt with above
are to the advantage of the spiri-
tual awakening of the toiling mas-
ses who are represented by the co-
operatives organisations, in their
productive and design capacities.
And in order to develop socialist
emulation practices the organisa
tions and the individuals who
show an exemplary hardwork
with regard to the production
ought to correspondingly merit
material and moral incentive, as a
form of an encouragement,

Comrades, the other important
factor which is directly relevant
to your Union’s eapacity to perform
its obligations is the strict adhere-
nce to discipling and a moral elan
without which accountability to
the people is lost, and as a result
the maturity of the cooperative
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movement is pushed further, The
realisation of the multiple harms
attendant upon laxity of discipline
entails the onerous tasks, that ev-
ery individual keeps to the disci-
pline and a laudable moral stand-
ard, which the cooperative move-
ment itself has to lay down, tak-
ing into account the translation in-
real life in the carrying out or-
ders and the keeping to moral not-

matives, the feeling of mutual res-
" pect and trust amongst members.
The validity of the points above-
mentioned are founded on the pri-
neciple of criticism and self-critici-
sm, which in turn are closely tied
to better planning, higher produc-
tivity and successful constructive
implementation of the cooperative
movement.

Discipline and exemplary moral
elan are the most difficult aspects
to undertake in any task due main
ly to the fact that they closely are
related to the prerequisites of hu-
man existence. Every member of
the toiling masses has to consciou-
sly internalise the categories of dis-
cipline and the concomitant moral
elan corresponding with it. And to
the extent of successful internali-
sation depends his contribution to
the society of which he is a mem-
ber.

Proceeding from the above as-
sumption, discipline and its vari-
ous precepts should not be initiat-
ted by compulsion or coercion in
fact a committment and belief in
them is the surest affirmation un-
derlying its validity and efficiency,
Be that as it may, any individual
whose departure from discipline
turns out to be harmful to task op-
eration, and social life, deserves
necessary steps to be taken against
him, and these comprise the utili-
sation of corrective methods which
point to the exemplary disciplinar-
ry practices he ought to keep to.

Calling for particular attention
is the role control ought to play in
as much as control helps us in the
ascertainment of the scope and le-
vel of job execution, and further-

more meets the role in the correc-
tion of errors and mistakes whic!
willingly or unwillingly might ha-
ve been committed, Thanks to co-
ntrol we gain and accumulate ex-
perience, and improve our asses-
sment of our available cadres, with
respect to their strong and weak
points, their know-how, dedica-
tion and enthusiasm.

Along the safe lines, auditing
helps in the setting down of a cor-
rect accountacy system, the protec-
tion of cooperative property the
training and employment of cadres
the avoidance of errors and gene-
rally the minimisation of the theft
and embezzlement,

If the cooperatives do not con-
tinously impose control over thc
execution of tasks, ascertain the
conditions, and be reasonably con-
versant with work processes their
isolation from jndividual enterpri-
ses, and lack of responsibility on
their part is bound to ensue. En.
anating from the stupendous im-
portance of control flows the na-
tural corollary that the cocpera-
tive movment, from now on, takes
upon itself active participation
the control and ensurance of task
implementation, administering and
developing of production, and oug-
ht to show their ability at the har-
nessing of creative potentialities.

The only way in which this cou-
Id gain a practical effectiveness is
for both the cooperative moveme-
nt and administration to ensure a
balancing and reciprocal relation-
ship, whereby each gives to other
maximum opportunity in the light-
ening of respective tasks. In parti-
cular the economic organizations
of the state are saddled with the
historical task confronting them
vis-a-vis the building and consoli-
dation of the Somali cooperatives
movement, and in the process give
a firm foundation to the all-sided
assistance they are prepared to of-
fer. Obviously this will be conso.-
nant with a radical revision of law
N. 40 in the light of the new times
and tasks,

O

Socialism most probably beco-
mes a practical reality when the
co-operatives fully participate in
all the other productive tasks, and
at the same time ascertain the res-
ults attained, and moreover consci-
ously realise that destiny is tied to
an efficient effecuation of their
job in production.

The SRSP finds its base and
support within the Somali toiling
masses, and due to this it derives
its ideology and thought from all
the strata of the toiling masses.
And it is this which clearly expre-
sses the idea of the undeniabie
leadership of the rest of the socie-
ty by theworking class and coop-
erative members. This leadership
role emanates from their position
in the production process, to the
extent that they are the main for-
ce creating the material basis, of li-
fe, and the development of tech-
nology and social advance in the
fulfilment of aspirations and aims.

Comrades, experience has taug-
ght us that every duty which we
set for ourselves cannot by its vo-
lition carry itself out, but inevitab-
ly necessitates a corresponding
knowledge and realisation toward
facilitation of cocperative tasks:
Comnsequently it is more than nece-
ssary to give continous and pet-
manent training to cooperatives
members, training to cooperatives
fruit and which augments in the
raising of both produciivity and
cultural and political awareness.
In as much as the cooperatives
are closely tied to production, and
are entrusted with means and in-
struments of production it stands
to reason, that they involve their
members in the organisation of
work, and this can be improved
by higher educational qualifica-
tions.

Now, then we are in the closing
stages of the 20th Century when
science and technology have rea-
ched high levels of maturity, and
specialisation in multiple fields of
knowledge has become a fact of
life.
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This fact involves the cocpera-
tives to keep in line and abreast
of the stupenous scientific and te-

chnological changes taking place,

This undertaking will be done in
conjunction with the SRSP, the
state and other cocial organisa-
tions, and its raison d’etre will be
to derive maximum advantage
from working class experiences in
other parts of the World. At the
same time the cooperatives ought
to bear in mind the interests 1o
defend, their class origin, their
class enemies and the nature of
the struggle to be waged, the con-
ditions formerly lived under, the
alliances to be created, and the
methods of comprehensive analy-
sis. For this, the cooperatives need
{o make the learning of scientific
socialism a permanent feature.

Comrades, since the birth of tie
revolution inordinately difficult
tasks and campaigns were embar-
ked upon in the realisation of a
fruitful alliance and cooperation
of the Somali toiling masses.

An alliance amongest the work-

ing force is the foundation, and

the best implement whereby unity
of the progressive forces could be
assured and moreover instils in
the individual the attitude of mu-
tual cooperation in the effeua-
tion of tasks. Accordingly we have
to do everything under our dispo-
sal to create a meaningful work-
ing relationship of the Somali coo-
peratives movement with other
social organizations, such as the
Somali Workers Union, Somali
Revolutionary Youth Union, the
Somali Democratic women’s Un.
ion, and the armed forces, etc.

Comrades, 1 am exhorting in
the full appreciation of the idea
of cooperation, mutual sharing of
property, raising of productivity,
the protection of cooperative pro-
perty, and the participation in the
development of a national econo-
my through which self-sufficiency
and a sovereign, united and dem-
ocratic Somali society could be cr-
eated. At the sametime you ought
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to be waging a stiff struggle against
the oppesing enemy, against the old
order, such as tribalism, cofrup-
tion, regionalism, shirking, nepo.
tism, favouritism, self-seeking go-
als, and property mindedness, etc.

The otzer inescapable case in
point to be borne in mind is the
apposite realisation of our class
aims and goals, which have gone
through a long struggle against all
types of colonialism, and under
different exploiting classes. Acco-
rdingly a persistent duty on our
part is the vigilant defence of tie
revolutionary gains, which -accru-
ed to the Somali toiling masses as
a result of the advent of the Zlst
October, as epitomised by the fir-
st charter of the Revolution, the
programme of the SRSP  and the
presently drafted cooperative pro-
gramme, all of which are ground-
ed upon the unity and progress of
the Somali nation,

I am also exhorting you to be
ready to take a courgeous part in
the just, partriotic struggle whHich
our country today is waging.

In the name of the Central co-
mmittze of the SRSP, in the name
of the Somali masses, and in my
name, let me take this oppottuni-
ty to express boundless gratitude,
warm greetings and congratula-
tions to the Somali toiling masses.
in the hope of progress and ever-
lasting gains.

LET US UNITE

LONG LIVE THE SRSP

VICTORY FOR THE SOMAL!
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS

SUCCESS FOR THE ORGANISA-
TION OF COOPERATIVES MO-
VEMENT.

The Death of
a Revolutionary Patriot

Brig. General Ali Mattan Ha-
shi has passed away on Janua-
ry of this year. The SRSP and
the Somali masses felt deep sot-
row over the miss of one of the
founders of the 21st October
Revolution. At the time of his
death Jaalle Ali Mattan was a
significant member of the C. C.
of the SRSP, and previgusly
he was a member of the Supre-
me Revolutjonary Council that

liberated the Somali Nation
from the yoke of neo-colonia-
lism.

The patriotic struggle of Jaal-
le Ali Mattan didn't start with
the foundation of the October
Revolution. It has its roots dzep
in the initial years of the coun-
try’s first liberation movement.
Jaalle Ali joined the Somali
Youth league party at the age
of 17 in 1944. Within a year,
he proved his ability and dedi-

G g O R o

cation to the national cause  so
in 1945 he was elected as the
secretary of the SYL at Sagag,
Dhagaxbur District.

Accordingly, Jaalle Ali Mat-
tan has taken a distinguished ro-
le in the liberation struggle of
the Somali nation. Ali was one |
of the vanguards of «Ha Noo
laato» struggle onllth Jan,,
1948 when the Somali liberation
Movement fought against the |
colonial soldiers in Mogadishu.

Jaalle Ali was unique in his
unchallengable dedication and |
belief in the principle of Jus-
tice, human rights, lTove for the
nation and sacrifice to the cause
of liberty. Thus he never used
to compromise on the fulfil-
ment of such principles even if
his life was endangered.

In regard to this, Jaalle Al
was nominated as the Chairman

e e
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of the SRC committee for justi-
ce in 1973, During this period
a compaign for maintaining so-
cial justijce had been carried
out and Jaalle Ali Mattan was
its prime mover.

On the other hand Brig. Ge-
neral Ali Mattan’s Military ca-
reer is recorded in a golden pa-
ge in the history of the Somali
military force, especially the air
force. He was one of the first
Somalj Military pilots and since

then he has bzen endeavouring
in the construction of the So-
mali Airforce for which he ac-
complished great tasks.

All in all it is inevitable for
every nation tp hail the deeds
of its heroes and transmit their
courageous directives from ge
neratjon to another.

In line with this the Politbu-
reau of the SRSP had, due to
the death of Ali Mattan appro-
ved the decisions of a three day

mourning of the Somali Nation
during which the National Flag
had bzen flown half-mast,

The authorities of the Soma-
li Nation as well as the masses
were incenssantly sending con-
dolence massages, expressing
their grief sorrow for the de-
ceased, during the whole mour-
ing period.

This depicts the ever valid
truth of the saying : «A hero
never dies». ,

THE RALLY OF THE SOMALI WORKERS

AND PEASANTS SOLIDARITY DAY

Jaalle Siad addressing mass-rally stoged in support of the resolutions of the SRSP central committee.

Four Yegrs ago the 10th Jan.
was celebrated as the solidarity
Day of the Somali workers, and
peasants and this occasion coin-
ced this year with the establish-
ment and creation of the organi-
sations of the Somali cooperati-
ves movement which is a new
and strong impulse for the stru-
ggle of the Somali workers.

For this reason the 10th Jan-
uary of 1978 as the Solidarity
Day of. the all Somali Workers
and peasants, as well as the
creation of the organisation of
the Somali coopergtives had at-
tracted thousands of people re-
presenting the different strata of
the Somali Workers and, social
associations such as : the wor-
kers, the peasants, Armied For-

|
|
|

ces, the cooperatives, the Youth,
the Women association etc.

This occation wgs held at the

Darwish square, which s
where the national mass de-
monstrations takes palce and in
this gathering there were tho-
usands of workers living in Mo-
gadishu, the National Capatil of
the country. Each association
was coming to the mass rally in
a uniformed andin an ordered
and desciplined manner. And
their  forces as  well as
their posters carrying Revor
lutionary mottoes show their
Revolutionary feeling and Na-
tional pride by which all Soma-
lis and all good willing citizens
has been captured with.,

— 18 —

Thousands of toiling masses
who filled the large Darwish
square came with their highest
emotion and feeling, when the
leader of the Revolution Jaalle
Siad, who always takes part in
these mass rallies appeared be-
fore them. The Secretary Gener-
al of SRSP was welcomed by ap-
plause and Revolutionary songs
and then Jaalle Siad delivered his
speech. Although the spzech co-
vered large area, still it can be
divided into two-major parts:

a) The first part was concen-
ed with the establishment of the
cocperatives organisation, and
Revolutionary objectives of the
establishment of the social orga-
nizations as central mass orga-
nizations of the party. Jaalle Siad
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pointed out the major objective
of the Somali revolution as the
unification of the Somgli people,
and coordination of their Capa-
bilities in order to achieve the
cherished goals, which we are
after.

And this goal can only be
achieved as Jaalle Siad poin-
ted out when the masses
become conscious, and from this
springs the need for education
of the masses and their mobili-
sation.

b) The second part of the
President’s speech was concer-
ned with the very important
period, which the history of the
Somali people is undergoing to-
day. He pointed out that the
enemies of the people are
wrong in their imagination that
we cannot over-come the obstac-
les facing us today.

Denouncing those false ideas
Jaalle Siad said, that the Somali
people encountered many diffi-
culties rather than those imagi-
nedones, and that Revolutionary
Somalia has overcome all these
obstacles through unity, Revolu-
tionary planning and hard will.

«As we over-come those, w2
are going to surmount this too»
declared Jaalle Siad «Because
we have the same ability on
which we have overcome the
past difficulties». Jaalle Siad re-
minded the masses the follo-
wing Axiom saying that No
United Force can either defeat
or stop people fighting for their
just cause. Lastly, the President
reminded the Somali people
the difficult fight and to endure
this fight with courage and hard
will as they have done always in
order to give their enemies ano-
ther lesson, that no body can
defeat a United Somali People.
Jaalle Siad in his final remarks
has pointed out that productivi-
ty increase plays essential role
in the struggle because struggle
is not only gun-fight, but every
body is in the struggle through
the position he occupies in his

duty, and he will be accountab-
le for the people,

For this reason, the Presi-
dent stressed that every body
should increase his productivity
in the National Economy and
work more hours than the actu-
al time, and this was accepted
with cheers and applause.

Before the speech of the
President, there was few words
given by the different delegates
of the various associatjons of
the Somali toiling masses, who
were represented in this histori-

|
|
|
|
1

cal mass rally. Among these are
social organizations of the wor-
kers, youth, women and coope-
rative; and similar introductory
remarks was given by members
of the Armed Force. All these
remarks were showing the Re-
volutjonary feeling of Somali
Worker’s as well as the great
Solidarity of the workers
and peasants of the so-
ciety. A special congratulations
were given to the organization
of the Somali cooperatives,
whgse establishment cojncided
with the solidarity day of So-
mali Workers and peasants.

SRSP Central Committee
Members Tour Regions.

At the middle of last month,
members of the Central Comm-
itbzer of theSRSP made tours to
all the regions of the country.
Inspection tours are regularly
made by the Central Committee
to all parts of the country so
as to constantly keep in touch
with the conditions of the So-
mali people, the problems en-
countered and how regional
and district authorities carry
out their responsibilities.

Apart from these general ob-
jectives, the Party activities ins-
pected by the Central Committee
delegations during their tours
include:-

1. How regional and district
Party Committees and social or-
ganizations function and imple-
ment the principles of democra-
tic Centralism.

2. How far is the decision of
educating the Party members
both politically and socially is
being carried out,

3. Review of the method of
selecting Party members,

4, Diciplinary code for Party
members.

N .

5, Inspecton of how regional
and distirct Party Commitees
and Party cells implement the
decisions of the Central commi-
ttee.

6. Inspection of Orientation
Centre activities and Political
seminars implemented in 1977.

7. How law No. 21 of 3.2.77
which stipulates the working to-
gether of the Government and
Party is being carried out.

8. Economic  developments
made by the regions in 1977.
This includes the funds allo-
cated for the Central Govern-
ment and local Governments;
and the self-help projects.

9. The activities carried out
in the region or district and
the existing problems in the fi-
elds of livestock, agriculture,
water, education, health, securi-
ty and food distribution; prepa-
ration of the people for the de-
fence of the country and the
support provided to the Somali
people struggling to liberate
themselves from Abyssinizn co-
lonialism.

After [inishing their tours,
the delegations submitted their
reports to the Central Commit-
ze.
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Party Delegation Visit African Countries

Last year Delegations led by
members of the CC of the SRSP
toured several African countries.
Among the members of the Ce-
ntral Committeer who led the
the delegations were Jaalle Sa-
lah Mohamed Ali, Chairman of
the Bureau for Foreign Affairs;
Jaalle Ahmed Mohamed Moha-
moud, Chairman of the Bureau
for Economic Affairs and Jaal
le Abdisalam Sheikh Hussein,
Minister of Justice and Religic-
us Affairs. The main objectiv-
es of the tour was (o increase
bilateral relations and co-oper-
ation between the Somali Dem-
ocratic Republic and other Af-
rican countries.

11th January lIs
In The Somah

The occasion of 11th January
was celebarated atall  the
orientation centres in the dist-
ricts of the Republic. The party
leaders told the masses the his-
torical background and the im-
portance of that day,

The ceremony of that occa-
sion was held at all theorienta-
tion centres of the 14 districts
of the banadjr region. The mem
bers of the C.C. of the SRSP
participated with the masses at
the centres; and they delivered
speeches about the struggle of
the Somali freedom fighters fo
full independence.

As its known, 11th january
is among the great historical da-
ys for the Somali freedom figh-
ters. At the end of 1940,s the
United nations sent a committee
of 40 countries to Somalia, in
order to analyse the sjtugtion
and to know the stand of the
Somali masses after a long
conflict between the European

In the different places they
toured, the delegations were gi-
ven a warm welcome and hop-
spitality by their African bro-
thers,

The African people wher ever
they are believe in and wvalue
the valient struggle of the So-
mali people against colonialism
and imperialism. Also they val-
ve the progressive steps taken
by revolutionary Somalia with
which it is overcoming under-
development, building a new
society and defending its {ree-
dom and sovereignity. The peo-
ple of Africa have long passed

through colonial oppression and

colonialists and the Somali free
dom fighters.

Using their puppets, the colo-
nialists organized demonstra-
tions supporting their colonial
policy.

The freedom fighters led by

The SYL stiffened their opposi-

tion against the colonigl mani
pulations and hence portrayed to
the delegation that quest of the
Somali people to full indepen
dence. The gallant freedom figh
ters confronted the colonialists
and their protages killing a great
number of the colonial trocps.

Although numerous patriots
like Hawa Tako died in this fig-
hting yet the frzedom fighters
led by the SYL were decisively
victorious, The U.N. delegation
came to realize the situation af-

ter witnessing the struggle of the.

Somali people in order to attain
full independence.

11th january was once again

> 1T T

now believe the inevitability of
its destruction. Today they are
aware of the true nature of the
situation in the Horn.

|

T They are much worried ab-

1 out the direct involvement of

. foreign powers in the Horn of

| Africa and the interference i I
the African Affairs. i

The heads of the delegations
delivered written messages (¢
the leaders of the countries they
visited and had also wtih them
both mutual discussions on the
brotherly relations between So-
malia and their countries an.
the African affairs in general. |

Documented Twice

History

4

documented in the Somali his-
tory in the year 1974, when the
family law was introduced.

It didn,t remain to be local
law but it was the outcome of
the revolution of the old custom
on the Somali family. The main
objectives of the revolution on
this layy is to respect the right
of the Somali women and to
modernize family relationship
which leads to build healthy
society.

On the occasion of 11th Jan
uary, the party legders delivered
speechs at the orientation centres
which discussed in depth the
historical background of that
~ day. The leaders put more cm-
' phasis on the struggle of  the
freedom fighters and reminded
the masses that the struggle con
tinues and currently it is in its
toughest time. Thus, the leaders
urged every Somali to be ready
in order to fulfil his responsibi-
lity.
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WORLD AFFAIRS

Eritrean freedom fighters

The Eritrean Liberation Move-
ment has recently attained a new
stagé in its struggle against the E-
thiopian bccupafion. The Libera-
Itiro-n of many Eritrean towns and
fhe.\‘seig'é 'imposed._ upon the main
towns of Asmara, Assab and Mu-

sawa, has drawn the attention of
politicians particularly those inte-

rested in African politics into the

deveiopments_ in the region.

Ever since the advent of the Er-
itrean ~ Liberation movement in

1961, the Eritrean Revolution has
gone through various stages. The
Liberation movements constant ca-
tch word, has, however, always

‘remarked the same: The Indepen-

ERITREAN LIBERATION
STRUGGLE

dence of Eritrea. The problem
of Eritrea has been viewed diife-
rently by the world forces. Certain
peoples in Africa and the Arab
world had perceived the Eritrean
problem as a regional issue that has
to be treated likewise. They hold
that the cessation of Eritrea bears
a similarity to minority nationali
ties that are bent upon a separetist
aims which these peoples view ag
detrimental to the economic deve-
lopments of the 3rd world coun-
tries.

The people who hold such views
of the Eritrean case are surely mis-
sing the core of the problem in this
particular issue. They seem to be
gquite unaware of the origin and
development of the problem as
well as the various historical sta-
ges it has passed through, a fact
that has essentially to be taken in-
to account. '

Besides, one can not claim a
comprehensive knowledge of the
Eritrean case without a . propet
asessment of the development of
the Fritrean people and the vic
tories attained for the last 17 years
of their armed struggle.

In this period, the Eritrean Re-
volution has been able through
its glaring victories in the battle

field to capture the international
mass media as one of - the mosl
burning issues in the North East
tern parts of Africa and the Red

Sea region,
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The press representatives who
had been to the liberated areas in
Eritrea unequivocally testify to the
growing support of the Eri-
trean people to its liberation
movement struggle against the E-
thiopian colonial occupation. The
Eritrean people, furthermore, fol-
low with great zeal and admiration
the successes achieved by the ELF
in both the political and Social
fields.

Yet all these achievements not-
with-standing, the Eriteran revolu-
fion seems to be presently passing
through a rather critical stage of
its development owing to the di-
visions between its liberation for-
ces. These differences are of co-
urse surmountable. With an ob-

jective, genuine, honest and demo-
cratic dialague, there is no reason
at all why such differences cannct

be settled among the various fac-
tions.

Undoubtedly. all the 3 Sections
of the Eritrean liberation Revolu-
tion agreed upon the main and es-
sential objective of liberating the
country from the Ethiopian Colo-
nial Yoke. They are also united in
that armed struggle is the sole me-
ans of attaining that objective.
Their basic differences is the sys-
tem envisaged by each for the eco-
nomjc and social development of

the Eritrean people.

The Strategic position which E-
ritrea occqpies as an important wa-
terway enjoining the East and
the Westetn countries, its vicinity
of the richest Qil wells in the
World, makes that country a
spot for international contention.
Imperialism and Zionism have al-

ways had a wolfish eye on that
small country.

Children (ake part in the Siruggle

.

This makes it quite imperative
for the liberation forces of Eritrea.
in the face of such constant threat
and for the early liberation of their
country, to join ranks and establi-
sh a strong militant national Unity.
The ultimate Victory of the Eritre-
ans is certain; but the time factor

will mainly depend on the fulfil-

ent of this imperative reguisite.

In this context, the recent mee-
ting between the popular front for
the liberation of Eritrea and the
Revolutionary council of the ELF
in Khartoum in which they discus-
sed the best ways and means of
effecting unification between them
was indeed a heartening move, that

corresponds to the aspirations of

the Fritrean pepples. The third
section, the popular forces of the

ELF, is very likely to join the dia-
logue soon.

The main reason why the main
cities have not been liberated so
far and the independence of Eri-
trea not declared is mainly due to
the division of the liberation forces
of the Eriteran Revolution and the
absence of a congenial form of na-
tional Unity amogst them. Al
though this state of affair, if it
continues to remain unresolved,
will definitely delay the indepen-
dence of the country, yet it can ne-
ver prevent it.

The people of Eritrea have sin-
ce g long time made it quite clear
that they wish to live freely and
peacefully in their country, if gran-
ted their inalienable national right
to independence. This is the only
way peace can prevail in the area.
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THE LAND .. THE PEOPLE .. AND
THE STRUGGLE

The Strategic position of Eritrea, being situated at the Southern gate of the Red Sea, and the outlet

| into the Indian QOcean, has given a special historical and social significance to that part of the world sin-

ce a long period.

@ «Tuhutmas IIT» had establisted the centre of Orlis along the Eritrean coast so as to defend his naval

flzet in the Red Sea, at a time he was in competition with the «Phoenicians». Alexander the great Lad

also plunged into the scence by engaging in the battle between the Frenck and the Kingdom of Axum,

siding with the latter. His final aim had, however been to liquidate the Turkish influence in the Red |

Sea and the Indian who had captured Yemen.

| @ With the defeat of King «AL GHORI» in 1509 the whole regime fell under two different *owers: |
The Portuguse established their way in the Indian Ocean and the Turks in the Red Sea Area, landing

at the port of Assab in 1557.

® In the 19th Century the Dynasty of Mokamed Ali in Egypt sought to extend its powers to the whole re- |

gime, starting from Masawa.

@ All these events and consecutive competitions verify clearly that Eritrea had never fallen at any time

under Ethiopian rule.

| @ In 1890, the Italians captured Eritrea and made it a colony, after defeating the tribes and Sultans of
\ that ceuntry on account of their military superioity. The Ethiopians héd before them failed miserably
| to get control of Eritrea by might. The Ttalian Government had then introduced in Eritrea a some-
what relatively modern administration and a police force. Many Italians were brought into Eritrea

‘ who engaged in commerce, and crafts-work.

@ After Italy fell under the fascist rule, the new system introduced in Eritrea factories, roads, railway lin-

es, Sea Ports inorder to consolidate it’'s colonial in fluence in the area.

Fifty years later, after having suffered miserably of both racial and social oppressing at the hands of

@

the Italians, Eritrea unfortunately fell under the colonial domination of the British. That was imme-

diately after the 2nd World War.

9%
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® In 1943 the first political institutions in Eritrea came into light. There emerged the «Patriotic Asso-
ciation» which was later divided into the Islamic Organisation (a Pro-British which later changed to
the Italians) and the «Unity Party» (Closely Linked with the Ethiopians). A part from these two main

political organisations, there were some other minor ones that fascilated between them like «The Liber-

[ 1

al Progressive Party «and New Eritrea» etc.

@ The ltalians ware defeated in the 2nd World War. The fa_te of the Italian colonies had to be decided by

the United Nations. These countries were Libya. Somalia and Eritrea. The U.N.O. recommended that

Eritrea be annexed to Ethiopia. The British, however, suggested the division of Eritrea between Ethio-

pia and the Sudan so that it could ultimatedly control the Eastern regions and the coastal Zone. The

Soviet Union and some other countries proposed the complete liberation of Eritrea.

@ Finaolly the UNO resolved (Resolution 390 — 5 /@) that Eritrea get into a federation with Ethiopia
on the basis of Self-autonomous and with due respect to its political and social institutions, its culture,

languages and religions,

® In 1962, Emperor Haile Sellasie in Violation to all the federal Union condition annexed forcibly _Eri-

trea into his empire to become no more than a regional constituent.

@ In Sept. 1961, after all political peaceful means failed to redress the wrong meted to the Eritrean na-

tional right by Emperor Haile Sellasie, the Eritrean Revolution became the only means of liberating

the country.

@® The Eritrean Revolution today comprises of «The Eritrean Liberation Front» with its 3 Various groups
— the Revolution Council» «The popular Front for the liberation of Eritrea», and «The popular for-

ces of — ELF».

|
. @ In 1977, there was a meeting between the 3 factions of the ELF with the main objective of reaching a

form of unificatiun_ between them. The dialogue still continues; but all signs indicate that it would be

I

|

1i before long that an agrzement will soon be reached towards this end.
|

e B ——
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JAALLE SIAD
A\ND GULF STATES |

of peace and that those who _i
are creating troubles in the ar-
i ea should be confronted with !
' all possible means inordar to | !i
counteract any possible dang-
ers that may be created by
them»_ Jaglle Siad said.

Adding that during his mid-
dle-East tour, he emphasised
the nzed for Arab Unity and
solidarity in dealing with the
middle East Issue. «Despite di- |
fference of opinion among At-
ah leaders, I am optimistic that
in the end this will be overco-
me since the objective is to sa- |

feguard Arab interests and sec-

ure peace in the area» the Pre- |

sident said.

The SDR President, Jazlle | the Red Sea. the Indian Ocean . ) .
Mohamed Siad Barre, wound and the Horn of Africa region | The Horn of Africa issue
up a tour which tock him to | should be maintained as zones | wag seen as being selely the co-

Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, Syria Eg-
ypt, Sudan and Oman on the
5th of January. ;

Upon his return to Magdisht
the President told reporters
that he discussed with the lea-
ders of the couniries he visited
on bhilateral relations, the situa- |
tion in the Horn of Africa
and other International issues.
The President added that his
talks with these leaders were

highlighted with identity of vi-

ews on all the matters discus-
sed. N

«The leaders with whom I |

have met were of the view th i

e B
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ncern of the Addis regime and
the various nationalities fight-
ing to liberate themselves from
Abyssinian colonialism, he con-
tinued.

He said that the World is
concerned with the foreign in-
tervention in the wars of libera
tion reigning in the Addis colo-
nized territories, and added
that it is clear to every one that
all peoples should be allowed
to exercise their right to self-
determination.

President Siad and a delega-
tion accompanying him made
similar visit at the closing of
January to Saudi Arabia, YAR
and Jordan.

In a press statement on the
23rd of January shortly before
wounding-up his stay in Riyad
Jaalle Siad declared that there
is no conflict between the SDR
and Abyssinia and that the issue
is not aborder problem left by
colonial powers but on the con-
trary it is a colonial question.
«The sade story of Abyssinian
colonial expansion iz well-doc-
umented in history» he explai-
ned.

«The genuine liberation for-
ces of Western Somali, Abbo
and Eritrea are struggling for
their rights of self-determina-

tion against the Abyssinian co-
President Siad
the

lonial force»,

stressed. He said ques-

tion of territorial integrity is
not applicable in this issue as
the principle of self-determina-
tion has not been exercised he-
re, The SDR condemened the
interference of the Russians
and their allies by poutring into
the area huge quantities of so-
phisticated weapons byond the

needs of the Addis regime and

January 1978

the introduction of extraneous
troops  into  Abyssinia. «The
Russian aim is to completely
suppress the just
the liberation movements [or
independence, to launch an at-
tack on the SDR and then con-
rol the strategic areas of the
Red Sea and the -enfrance to
the Indian Ocean», he contin-
ued. «The the Russian aim,
presents a greater danger not
only to the countries in the ar-
ea but also to those who have

interests in the region and the
World Peace» he stressed. The
President said the indecision of
the Western countries would
encourage and enable the Rus-
sians and their allies to succeed
in their objectives and to create
a dangerous situation in the ar-
ea». If peace is to be guarantzed,
it is an urgent necessity to stop
Russia and her allies the blat-
ant interference in the internal
affairs of the African people».
he declared. «If those steps are

not effected pi'omptly all those
the

matter may find it too late to

who show concern about

contain the issue», He warned.

-

struggle of

The President expressed con-
cern over the serious developm-
ents taking placein Addis Aba-
ba where the Abyssinian autho-
rities have misused the OAU

and its secretariate. «A case in

point is the recent release by
the Abyssinian news media that
the OAU secretariat has con-
demned Iran, simply because
that country has announced
that it will support Somalia if
attacked. Worthy of condem-
nation by all Africa is the un-
principled and shameless inter-
ference by the Russians and so-
me of its allies and their cons-
piracy against independent Af-
rican countries. The SDR ag-
ain calls upon all African coun-
tries to expose and cendemn
such wanton interfernce in the
internal affairs of African cou-
tries», Jaalle Siad said. Adding
that the only way to find a per-
manent solution is to allow.the
peoples of those areas to deter-
mine their future through intet-
referen-

nationally supervised

dum,
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Western countries veoice concern in the

Representatives from the Un-
ited States, Britain, France West
Germany and Italy met late
January in Washington to see
what can be done towards end-
ing the conflict in the Horn of
Africa through peaceful nego-
iations.

Earlier, US. President Jim-
my Carter expressed concern
over the deteriorating situation
in the Horn and accused Rus-
sia and Cuba of fuelling the
conflict by pouring sophistica-
ted arms and military person-

nel into the hands of the Ad-

lorn affairs

dis-Ababa Regime in its fight
ting with the liberation fronts.

He saw a danger that these
countries (Russia and Cuba)
would commit their own forces
«Transforming the conflict fr-

om a local war to aconfronta-

tion with broader strategic im-
plications.» The President cal-
led for a non-interference of
outside powers in the affairs
of the Horn of Africa and that
the sides concerned meet to
search for a just and peaceful
settlement to the problem.

The Somali Democratic Re-
public welcomed Mr. Carter’s

|

peace moves and reiterated its
readiness 1o fulfill its responsi-
bilities as a neighbouring Afri-
can couniry in a just and pea-
ceful settlement of the conflict
in the region. Moreover, the
Somali Ambassodar in Washin-
gton Jaalle Abdullahi Addow,
repeated Somalia’s  apprecia-
tion for President Carter’s sug-
gestions for a negotiated set-
tlement.

Continuing its intrasigent at-
titude, the Abyssinian Regime,
however reacted negatively to
the peace calls and expressed
its rejection to negotiations.

Ist CONGRESS OF THE OSCM CLOSED

The Secrctary General of the
SRSP, President of SDR Jaalle
Mohamed Siad Bare officially
closed the 1st congress of the
General Association of the So-
mali Cooperative Momevents at
Police Academy in Mogadishu
early January. Jaalle Siad also
participated in the opening cere-
mony of the congress when he
expressed his delight at open-
ing this historical Congress for
the Foundation of the Organi-
sation of the Somali Cooperati-
ve movement «OSCM» and said
their illustration of the revolu-
tionary achievements of the
country.

The Congress which was in
progress from the Gth to the
8th of January elected three co-
mmittees, namely the National
Committee, the Executive Com-
mittee and the Auditing and In-

spection Committze. The 9 me-

mber Executive Committeze con-
sists of a Chairman, Jaalle Wa-
rsame Abdullahi Ali, who is al-
so a member of the SRSP Cen.
tral Committze, two Vice-Chair
men and six secretaries. The fi-
ve member Auditing and Ins-
pection Commiltee will be cha-
ited by TJaalle Abdullahi Hersi
Samatar,

In his closing address, the
Secretary General of the SRSP
declared his appreciation of the
congress which he said is in 1i-
ne with the programme of the
SRSP. «This elected Commit-
tees are entrusted with the res-
ponsibility of realising the ob-
jectives of the working masses

and their leadership is of para-
mount importance in the imple-
mentation of the adopted progr-
he said.
The President also pointed out
the need for the

amme and statutes,

cooperative
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movement to gear their activi-
ties and production to the tran-
sformaion being undertaken in
the country, stressing the nece-
sity for the cooperative move-
ment to make every effort to
boost production so as to attain
self-sufficiency. Jaalle Siad said
that planning is the tool for
pinpointing ones devlopment
strategies and as such empha-
sis should be placed to its for-
mulation. On socialist emula-
tion, he continued that it fur-
ther promotes the principles of
self-help schemes which the re-
volution has implemented and
added that self-help schemes
should be given due importance
in formulating  development
plans. «Self-help schemes shou-
Id be introduced to the produc-
tive sectors of the economy su-
ch as industries, agriculture, fi-
sheries and others», he went

on. The Secretary General urg-
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ed the concerned government
bodies to extend a helping ha-
nd to the cocperative and dis-
closed that Cooperative Law
No. 40 will be reformulated in
accordance with the new statute

of the Cooperative Movement.

CUBAN POW INTE

«The Russians, Cubans and
others supporting the Addis
Regime Colonial trocps cannot
face the gunfire of the Wetsern
Somali, Abbo and other libera-
tion forces struggling for the
liberation of their territories»,
this was disclosed by Orlando
Carlos, one of the Cuban soldi-
ers captured by WSLF in the
battle for Harar on the 22ad
of January 78.

Jasalle Siad touched on the

indespensability for the cooper-

ative movements to keep abrea-
east with technolegical and sci-
entific innovations, He also un-
derlined that the successful im-
plementation of various cam-

Speaking to newsimen, Car-
los declared that the Cuban so-
Idiers fighting along with the
Abyssinian colonial troops in
their unjust war, contrary to
their wishes forced to take part
in the war. He further declared
that the WSLF fighters inflict-
ed heavy losses in both men
and material on the unholy Ru-
sso-Cuban Abyssinian alliances
in the battle for Harar, Their

a0

Jaenuary 1576

paigns was due to the cohesive
solidarity and cooperation of
the working masses.

In the last session of the
congress the programme and
statute of the OSCM were - ap-
proved.

VIEWED

total defeat demoralised them
even further, he added. Mr Ca-
rlos said that the Horn of Afri-
ca problem cannot be ended by
way of fighting and added that
peaceful negotiations and the

recognition of the rights for se-

If-determination of those fight-

ing for their liberation could
only end the conflict.
«The Addis Regime should

come to round-table peace ne-
gotiations without blinding itse-
If to the rights of the peoples
under its colonial yoke», he str-
essed., He told the reporters
that the Abyssinian colonial so-
ldiers in Harar and the inhabi-
tants of Harar had no relations
by way of culture, religion and
language.

Mr. Carlos pointed out that
during his stay in Harar, he
had obscrved the liberation
front and its relations with the
people, «whether a nomad or
a peasant, they acted in unity,
fought in unity and mutually
co-operated in ousting the Ab-
yssinian colonisers from their
territory, he said and went on
to say that as a result they ha-
ve defeated the illegitimate Ru-
sso-Cuban-Abyssinian  alliance.
He also disclosed that his unit
was led by Lt. Nicholas, a Cu-
ban Military officer.

Mr. Orlando Carlos was bo-
rn in Cuue and attended a mi-
litary Academy in Havana,
where he had stayed for thnee
vears.
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EEC economic and

educational assistance

to Somalia discussed

The signing of the Somali — EEC Agreement

i

. The EEC delegation led by
Mr. Hanswirth, the Assistant
| Director General of the Europe-
| an Development Fund of the
| European economic community
: (CEDF/EEC) was received on
. 13st Jan. by the SDR Vice-Presi-
.dent Jaalle Major-General Hus-
lein Kulmie Afrah in his office.

| The Vice-president and the
! leader of the delegation discus-
| sed in detail EEC economic and
[ educational assistance to the
. SDR in compliance with the
Lome convention.

The arrival of the delegation
| follows the recent visit of the
|SDR Vice-president Jaalle Kul-
| mie to four Western European
countries,

|
i
|

Present on the occasion were
officials from the state planning
commission,  Somali Ambas-
sador to the FEC Headquarters
in Brussels and the EEC repre-
sentative in Somalia.

|
|
|
|

Official talks opened on 1st
- February between the Somali
| Government and the EEC dele-
11 gation,

| Representing Somalia in the
! four hours talks were the Chair-
, man of the state planning com-
|
E

mission Jaalle Ahmed Habib

|
i
f

Ahmed, the SDR  Ambassador
in Brussels and other officials.

The talks were centred on
EEC financial projects in the
country and other aspects of co-
operation between the two si
des.

The Delegation was also ac-
corded a reception by the Chair-
man of the SRSP economic Bu-
reau, Jaalle Ahmed Mohamed
Mohamoud. In their meeting wi-
th the economic Bureau Chairm-
an the delegation held discusic-
s on matters pertaining to the
country’s economic situation and
co-operation with the EEC. The
discussions also evolved on the
development of economic capa-
cities. of public Cooperations
and the promotion of their mar-
keting capabilities. They fur-
ther discussed the possibilities
of EEC assistance in the Deve-
lopment schemes and personnel
rraining,

On the 2nd of February the
Somali Democratic  Republic
and the EEC signed an agree-
ment on economic co-operation.
The agreement included claus-
ses by which FEC is to assist
Semalia in completing unfini-
shed developmental projects in
the country and training of per-

s

sonnel. The agreement slso in-
cluded technical Co-operation
betwzen the two sides.

The chairman of the national
planning comission Jaalle Ahm-
ed Habib signed on the Somali
side while the assistant Director-
General of EEC Eurepean De-
velopment Fund, Mr. Hanswirth
signed on the EEC side.

The EEC delegation wound-
up their visit to Somali on the
3rd of February.

Negotiations on finacial and
technical cooperation tock place
in Mogadishu from 30th Ja-
nuary to 5th February between
a deligation of the Federal Re-
public of Germany, headed by
Dr. Willi Ahmang, under-secre-
tary in the ministry of economic
co-operation and a delegation of
the Somali Democratic Repub-
lic, headed by Jaalle Ahmed
Habib Ahmed, Chairman of the
state planning commission. The
negotiations tock place in a fri-
endly atmosphere.

As a result of the negotiati-
ons, the Government of the FRG
has allocated an amount of DM
22 Million for an agricultural
irrigation project near Mogadi-
shu in the Juba Valley. Under
the technical co-operation prog-
ramme, the Water Development
Agency, the nomad settlement
programme, agricultural Develo-
pment, Somali Airlines and the
Somali Broadcasting service are
to be promoted in particular
with an amount of DM 127
million.

The Government of FRG i
making available in 1978 a to-
tal of DM 53 million for finan-
cial and techmical Co-operation
with- the Somali Government.
The two sides agreed to ooncen-
trate future co-operation on the
fisheries sector and the develop-
ment of the Juba valley.

January 1978
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As feminist movement in world
wide scale is today engaged more
than any time before, in the strug-
gle to accupy their proper place in
the society. In so far that they de-
monstrate through the fight for
their rights that they are equal to
men in potentialities and in the at-
tainment of greater advances in all
dimensions of life. That being do-
uhtlessly the case there are count-
less eminent number of women
who have immensely contributed
to enrichment of science, philoso-
phy, arts and literature.

The Somali women are the ones
who before, and upto now, carry
out the tasks closely pertaining to
vital household decorations and
utensils. Furthermore they do not
confine themselves to the utilite-
rian aspects of house hold imple-
ments, but give an artistic touch
and refinement to this household
implements.

To a great extent the Somali

women are by far superior to their
male counterparts in the artistic
engraving of domestic material.
With regard to all household im-
plements, though we have not clear
and incontrovertible evidence still
there are strong assumptions par-
taining to the fact that it is Somali
women who invented, and further
developed the above mentioned im-
plement decorations and engra-
vings.

The historical role our women
played in decorative arts was not
the only one they made contribu-
tions to, but also accomplished con-
siderable successes in the field of
literature. Over and above the or-
dinary household chores they speci-
lised in composing melodious songs
relating to their multifarious, and
varigeted functions. The melodious
folklore songs had their noots in
the social consciousness of the mas-

— 39—

CULTURE AND ARTS

THE ROLE OF SOMALI
WOMEN IN CULTURE

ses. In fact . those folklore songs en-
compassing all dimensions of life
were an apt reflection of the spirit
of the times, and accordingly could
not be assumed to be the making
of anyone individual, however ve-
rstile. In as much as most of these
songs were pertinent to tasks inti-
matly held by yomen, there is no
doubt that women highly influen-
ced that particular collective cons-
ciousness. Not only have they con-
tributed to folk literature but wo-
men also have played an equal role
in other fields of literature com-
parable to that of famous names
who distinguished themselves.

Numerous are the renowned fe-
male poets who attained a distin-
guished place in the field of litera-
ture, The majority of them had
their talents cultivated and  their
character moulded in the first
half of the current century, during
the national liberation struggle
against the foreign colonial powers,
and still they are in the Vanguard
role. To cite but few of these high-
ly acknowledged temal poets who
have had an inspiring effect upon
the freedom fighters are Fatima
Hersi Ahbane, Halima Sofe, Ha-
wa Jibril etc.

All these facts not-with-standing,
the Somali public opinion yet fin-
ds it quite difficult to assure that
the women can at all rank as equ-

*als with their male partners  as

far as verse composition is con-
cerned. Since a very long time, the
General public has tock it for
granted that such types or catego-
ries as «Gabay, Geeraar» which
are regarded in the forefront of So-
mali Verse literature or «the hzes
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Women using unbrella in a folk-lore dance,

and the» «Dhaanto» that imme-
diately occupy second place . .. .
All these categories are some how
indisputably ‘associated with men.
On the other hand «<the buraan-
bur» is accepted as a purely female
affair. To speak of a man writing
«buraanbur is rather unthinkable
or in fact edrogatory to this charc-
ter.:

If this has not been the case,
why don’t we have female names
in this field going as far back as
the days of Rage Ugas, Qamman,
Salaan, Ali Dhuux and the others
who attained pinnacles in the wo-
rld of Somali literature?. For all
purposes, we cannot deny the exis-
tence of female poet’s who had
bzen as good as their male con-
nierparts even in the era of Rage
Ugas; but owing to the position of
women which was considered infe-
rior at that time kept their names
in oblivion.

This state of affairs «however,
is not going to last long. The his-
torical development of the society
is definitely going to put an end to
“it, or give it another more advan-
ced form. Even today, when. we
view things soberly we discover
that the women are by and large
occupying a more appropiate posi-
tion in the society. Of course this
is first and foremost due to their
unobtaing struggle which brough
them recognition. :

As an integral and complemen-
ty part, the recognition of their ro-
le is dependent upon the attain-
ment of their emancipation and
full equality with the men. This is
absolutely interlinked with the
degree of womens struggle  for
emancipation along with the strug-
gle of the democratic forces of the
Society.

This clarifies the fact that the
reppression of women and the be-
Iittling of their role is a character-
istic of backwardness, as much as
this emancipation and the recogni-
tion of their role as being equal to
that of men is aguage of how ad-
vanced the society is.

The resolutions passed by the
SRSP and the decress enforced
by the government to equate the
social status of women to that of
the men is of course, in line with
the revolutionaty trend of history.
And to this effect, the role of the
Somali Women in the cultural field
has been enhanced. This being the
case, the bitter reality still remains
that a wide sector of the popula-
tion still goes on looking down up-
on women zs inferior to the men.
It is also true that as yet the wo-
men are still by far behind the
men in such fields as arts and li-
terature. This is quite evident from
the disparsity in the number of wo-
men who have produced any work

P+ [

of literature or are presently en-
gaged in writing of novels, featu-
res, theatrical plays, short stories,
music, painting etec. :

This irrefutable truth makes it
incumbent upon us all men and
women to struggle hard in advan-
cing the process of women's eman-
cipation that szems to be moving
at an appreciable swing.

The executive Committee of the
Somali Democratic women organi-
zation has recently took steps that
will definitely have a positive im-
pact upon the promotion of our
arts. From 1-17 January 78, the va-
rious districts of the Benadir re-
gion have witnessed a folkore com-
petition staged by the women orga-
nisation. Prior to this welcome mo-
ve, there had been the establishe-
ment in almost all the districts of
the country of such bodies as- the
womens section for arts and cultu-
ral promotion. Amongst the first
tasks these sections accomlished
were the revival of the traditional
material dresses and ' costtmes. In
their fanciful attires, those groups
of women would take hoth in the
celebrations of material  anniver-
series demonstrations or other fes-
tivals.

The arts competition between
the women in the various districts,
as the secretary of arts and cultu-
re of the women organisation as-
serts, did not only aim at inpro-
ving the women's standards in these
spheres, but also as a means of
mobilising the women section of
the population for combating illi-
teracy and improving their appre-
ciation of arts and culture. -

The first part of this - competi-
tion which was in the sphere - of
folklore dances took place in' the
orientation centres of «Shibiss
«Bondhere» and «Weberi». =

The 14 districts of Benadir re-
gion were divided: between these
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3 centres; 4 districts in Shibis and
5 each in the other fwo. The three
winner groups were the «Abdula-
ziz», «Bondhere». and «Wadajir»

groups.

Then those three groups later

met in the finals at Shingani Orien-

tation Centre. In this final round,
Bondhere group came out vietori-
sus. This competition which was
highly appreciated by the géneral
public will be followed by other
events to be held on a national le-
vel on the occasion of the forthco-

ming international day of woizen-
fth March 1978.

It is natural that these forthco-
ming cultural events will definite-
ly produce new telents and bring
fresh personalities into the limeli-
ght there by boosting the role of
women in our Social development.

Ever since the evolution of hu-
man society in our planet, man
was bent on communicating his
ideas to his fellow Ueings in the
easiest possible means, This com-
munication depended upon the le-
vel of development of human
knowledge and the modernisation
of the techniques utilized for such
purposes.

Language has served as the
best means utilised by man in the
" practical dissemination of human
experience and knowledgs.

The Language inherited by
son from father was the earliest
device used as means by man to
communijcate the human expe-
rience and knowledge from gene-
ration to generation.

This method, supposedly, the
most ancient means of transfer
ring information and experience
was utilized by a certain section
of the human society more
than others. That historical pha-
se came to be known as the era
of the «Oral tradition»,

This earlier oral stage, later
in the process of human develop-
ment  was supplemented by the
improvement and utilization of
memory. The stage of human de-
velopment of this aspect of reali-
ty had its own specific geculiari-
ties.

Many such old paintings we-
re discovered on mountain tops.

PAINTINGS.

The method of preservation of
such picture carvings and its gra-
duation is known as «Rupestor»
called thus due to the fact that
the paintings bore lines and stri-
pes made on the surface of moun-
tains. The main purpose of these
paintings were to inform whoever
came to these areas that there
had lived people with both know-
ledge and property.

Most of the paintings or in-
scriptions on the stories, clay
pots, kettles etc. Were mainly the
pictures of animals such as Oxen,
horses, elephants, and other ani-
mals which that particular com-
munity herded or hunted. More-
over, these paintnigs more often
than not used to indicate fortu-
ne-telling intended to bring pro-
sperity to the locality. This has
been confirmed by many scientists
although they may differ in inter-
terpretation,

The «Rupestor» which is
one of the oldest forms of inscrip-
tions was also used as a means of
exchange or as currency. In ou-
contemporary history this habit is
still prevalent in some areas in
Central and Latin America, and
Africa.

Between 3000 - 3508 B.C
the Middle East Region has seen
the establishment of two major ci-
vilizations: The Egyptian and
«Mesopotamian Civilization» whi-
ch sprang in the river Nile and the

8P

| HISTORICAL STAGES IN

Ry Riifalo

Tigres and Euphrates (The land
between the two rivers). These two
great civilizations have since had a
that time humanity had not known
any written language. Therefore
the people resorted to the natural
objects as symbols to help them
fore-sze events and comprehend id-
eas efc., s0 as to remind oneself and
others of their true meaning such
as: man needed to keep record of
the number of animal stocks in his
possession, the days of the month
remarkable events he encountered
at a particular place or particular
memorable time. '

In our contemporary history
this period is best represented by
the monuments that were erected
ages ago. The oldest of such monu-
ments are to be found in England.
Many other man-made mounments
which are not engraved are today
found in Palestine and some Afri-
can countries. This period had
also seen the emergence of such
implements as knotted ropes va-
rious designs of belts, singns and
other marks, wocden sticks cut
in various lenghts and different
bearings. What is of specific in-
terest is the need for deeper stu-
dy of the uses to which these ar-
ticles are put to, in the contem-
porary era.

The stone age (400,000 tc
3,800 years B.C.) had ssen the in-
troduction of stone carved imple-
ments widely used by the human
society for multipurpose functions.
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At this historical phase, pictures
were inscribed on stone objects
which were used as information
media. Some of the first hand pain-
tings went beyond the stone age
period a remarkable imprint in the
development of the human civili-
zation that fellowed, They have
laid the bases and the foundation
of a written language, which beca-
me the most essential means of
communication.

The history of «written lan-
guage» is divided into thrze stages:

1. Pittography
2. Ideography
3. Phonetic

Let us now give a brief defi-
nition to each of these stages.

PITTOGRAPHY

This stage emerged with the
formation of «Clan» or «Tribe»
which found it expedient to have
certain signs or objects to ,go{fern
their lives as traditional laws and
tribal customs. The continuation
of a number of inscriptions beca-
me a written version known as
the «Pitographic». The ideas we-

re represented by a number of pic-
tures punctuated by certain small
singns,

IDEQGRAPHIC: This stage be
gan 3000 years before the birth of
Christ. The means of communi-
cation in this stage were signs and
pictures which were representati:
ves ir certain ideas or information.
So it constituted an advanced and
easier method of communication
since each particular sign conveyed
a full meaning by itsself. Besides,
ideography was gradually gaining
development and variety in forms

Amongst the first, was the hie-
rolyphies invented by the Egypt
ians,  This was a continuation of
two forms. The first
used for the intrepretation by pri-
ests and religious men and often
inscribed on the prodigious monu-
ments and temples. This ssems
to be more detailed and better ad-
vanced then the normal wood en-
gravings and others such as mar-
ble lined articles.

example

There was another form which
had fewer in characters and see-
med to better serve the purpose of

the general public. It was alsc
more easily understood by the or
dinary people.

The writing that was used by
the people in the Mesopotamian
plain at that time was called «Cu-
neiform» so named since all the
letters looked like a sharp edged
instrument.The ideographic phasc
seems to have given place now to
other forms more modern and con-
venient. And experts in this say
that the Chinese script is today the
closest to the «ideographic» form,

PHONETIC

This is the most modern methods
used in the present stage of human
history. Every word is made of va-
rious sounds which when combi-
ned together convey the meaning
of the intended ideas. Tt is the
method of conveying information
by way of speech. This is inter
nationally know the era of the «Al-
phabets».

In coming issues of Halgan we
continue to discuss further dimen-
sions of the present topic.

- 1 .
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The Organization of Somali Co-
operative Movement is a democra-
tic mass movement reflecting one
of the main achivements of the
the October 21st 1969 Revolution
currently led by the Somaii Revo-
lutionary Socialist Party. Follow-
ing the birth of the Socialist Re-
volution, serious efforts have been
under taken to emancipate the So-
mali masses from the long period
of exploitation, suffering and in-
justices perpetrated upon them by
ferdalism and capitalism, in colo-
nial and neo-conial forms.

Among the main objectives of
the Semali Revolutionary Socia-
list Party, under the wise guida-
nce of its Secretary General, Jaal-
le Siad is the policy of leading
the Somali nation to economic
self-sufficiency and general pros-
perity.

The movement of Somali Co-
operative Organizations derives its
fundamental principle from scienti-
fic socialism. One of its main ob-
jectives is the creation of an eco-
nomic base for the promotion and
protection of the interests and
weifare of the members of the co-
operatives, and the improvement
of their cultural and general liv-
ing standards.

The Organisation also aims at
the transformation of its member-
ship into useful citizens who can
actively participate in the econo-
mic development of the country_ in
the proper exploitaiion of its
natural resources, so that we may
attain economic self-sufficiecy and

BOOKS AND DOCUMENTS

there by elevate the internationa!
stature of our country.

The Organisation of Somali Co-
operative Movement will groun
together the poor and other disad-
vantaged ciasses who shall com-
bine their human and material
resources for their common gocd.
The Organisation will vigrously
combat:-

1. All forms of exploitation,

2. All policies opposed to the in-
terests of the co-operatives,

5. Tribalism and all reactionary
forces and their agents who ex-
ploit tribalism.

4. All propaganda and any other
activities made to hamper the im-
plementation of the policies of the
Party or impede the progress of
our Scientific Socialist Revolu-
tion.

The Movement of Somali Co-
operatives Organisations will uti-
lize science and modern technoclo-
gy in order to bring about guali-
tative as well as quantitative im-
provements in its members pro-
duction, it shall strive for the
industrialisation of co.operative
production as intimated in the Pa-
rty policies which aim at the ge-
neral improvement of production
tecknicues. Through the proper
use of science and modern techno-
logy, the organisation plans to pro-
mote a reduction in imports, increa-
ses in exports while fighting agai-
nst black marketeering and infla-
trn-
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Statute of the organisation of

Somali Co operatives Movement

PART. 1
Article 1

THE ORGANISATION OF SO-
MALI COOPERATIVES MOCVE.-
MENT:

Is the central organization for
all types of cooperatives in the So-
mali Democratic Republic.

THE GENERAL CONGRESS:

Is the highest authority of the
Organisation of Somali Cooperti-
ves Movement.

THE NATIONAL COMMITTE:-

1. Is the Supreme organ of the or-
ganisation of Somali Cooperative
Movement during the interval be-
tween any two General Congres-
ses.

THE EXECUTIVE COMMTTE:-

Is the highest executive authori
ty of the Organisation of Somali
Co-operatives Movement during
the interval betws=en any two ses-
sions of the National Committze.

Article 2

EMBLEM AND SEAT OF THE
GENERAL ORGANISATION,

1. Organisation of the So-
mali  Co-operatives  Movement
shall have its seat in Mogadisho the
capital of the Somali Dzmocratic
Republic and shall have the power
to establish branches in all the re-
gions, districts, and villages of the
Somali Democratic Republic,

2. The Organisation shall have
an emblem of its own.
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Article 3

REPSONSIBILITIES OF THE
GENERAL ORGANISATION

It shall be the responsibiiity of
the Organisation:-

1. To prepare and supervisc
the production plans and inves-
mentments of the Organisation of
the Co-operatives.

2. To prepare co-operative pl-
ans aiming at the utilization of
the available manpower and tech-
nological resources, and in co-ot-
dination with national plans.

3. To assist factories and agen-
cies of co-operative organizations
in the regions districts, and villa-
ges so that they may increase
their knowledge of science, indus-
try, progress of the modern tech-
nology and the general progres-
sive experience, drawing on the
guidance of the Somali Revolution-
ary Socialist Party and state or-
gans.

Article 4

1. MEMBERSHIP

1. Membership  here
both individual and organization
al membership. All existing co-
operative organizations as well as
these that will be formed in tic
future and registered legally may
become members of the Organi-
sation of Somali Co-operative Mo-
vement,

means

2. Membership in co-operative
organisation in agriculture, live-
stock, small factories and work.
shops, handicrafts, fishing, fores-
try, consumer goods and construc-
tion shali be confined to these
workers who are engaged in the
said fields and who are at the sa-
me time ready to participate in
the activities of the co-operatives.

Article 5

DUTIES OF MEMBERS OF
THE ORGANISATION

Any individual or organisation
that is a member of the General
Organization of the Co-operatives
is required :

1. To accept and firmly believe
in the program and law of the co-
operatives.

2. To abide by the resolutions
and directives of the General ori
ganisation of the cooperatives and
superior authorities.

3. To implement with full since-
rity the responsibilities which the
General Organization may desig-
nate to it.

4. Individuals to sarifice, if nece-
ssary, their time, property and
even their very existance for the
interests of the co-operatives, and
to maintain high moral standard,
while at the same time constantly
learning the progressive methods
of production.

3. To participate in the admins.-
trative affairs of the co-operatives
and strengthen and safe-guard
the property of the co-operative.

Article &

RIGHTS OF MEMBERS OF
THE GENERAL ORGANIZA-
TIONS

Individuals and organizations
that are members of the General
Organisation  of  Co-operatives
shall be entitled:

1. To participate in the delibera-
tions and passage of resolutions in
the GENERAL CONGRESS with
one vote per member.

2, To vote and run for elective
offices.

3. To present his/her ideas clear-
ly and without any fear at the
meetings of the members of the
Organization.

4) To occupy any point in the
organization if elected or nomina-
ted to it.

5) To the protection of his /her
interests relating to work and li-
ving in general by the Organizatio-
ns.

6) To employment by the coc-
peratives and to just remuneration
according to his/her input.

a9

7) To an eguitable compensa-
tion the assets of the cooperatives
for the tools of prodection which
he /she contributes to the coopera-
tives.

&) To receive assistance, if ne-
cd should arise, from the assistan-
ce fund of the cocperative.

PART TWO
Article 7
STRUTURE

The Organisation of Somali Ce-
operatives Movement may consist
of the existing cooperative organi
sations and those that may be fo-
rimed in the future:

L. Organization of  Agricultural

Cooperatives.

2. Organization of fishing Co-

opertives.

3. Organisation of Consumer and
Services Cooperatives.

4. Organisation of Livestock for-
estry and Incense Cocperatives.

5. Organisation of Factories and
Handicraft Cooperatives,

6. Organisation of Constriction.
and Transporl. Cooperatives.

Article &

STRUCTURE OF THE HIGHER
ORGANS OF THE ORGANISA-
TION OF SOMALI COOPERA.
TIVES MOVEMENT

The Structure and functions of
the Organisation of Somali Co-
operatives Movement is based on
the principle of democratic centra-
lism, which means:

I, That all commitbze: clections
shall proceed from below upwards.

2. That committees at lower le-
vels shall implement the decisions
and instructions of committzes at
higher levels.

3. That there shall be strict dis-
cipline which in turn means that
the minority ones shall abide by
the decisions of the majority.

4. That the affairs of the organi-
zation shall be administered proper
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ly collectively ,and with mutual
consultation, No cocperative organi
zation shall reach unilateral deci-
sions without prior consultation
ol committees at lower levels. Ho-
wever, the executive committees
may reach such decisions if these
decisions do not  contradict the
program and the law of the organi
zation as well as the decisions of
the national committee.

5. That the structure of the Gene
ral organization shall have natio-
nal regional, district and village
setup, going all the way to organi-
zational links that shall follow the
natural lines of respective trades.

PART THREE

POWERS OF THE MEMBERS
OF THE HIGHER ORGANS OF
THE ORGANIZATION OF SO-
MALI COOPERATIVE MOVE-
MENT.

ARTICLE 5
GENERAL CONGRESS

1. The general congress is the
superme and most powerful organ
of the cooperative organizations.
it sets the goals and responsibili-

ties of the general organization of
the cooperatives. It forms and calls
into session the national commit-
tee of the general organization of
the cooperatives. The general cong
ress meets once every five years.

The timing and agenda of the
general congress shall be revealed
not less than 45 days before the
congress meets.

2. The general congress shall
specify the internal and external
policies of the general organization
of the cooperatives, adept and/or
amend the program and the law.

It listens to reports of the na-
tional committze and elects mem-
bers of the national committee of
the movement of the general organ
ization of the cooperatives.

THE NATIONAL COMMITTE
ARTICLE 10

1. The national compyittze  is
the highest organ of the organiza-

tion of Somali cooperatives mov-
ment during the interval between
two General congress. The num-
ber of its membership shall be
determined by the General cong-
ress.

2. The national committze shall
specify the general strategy rela-
ting to the activities of the gene-
ral organization. It shall meet once
every six months and may call
into session an exiraordinary mee-
ting of the general congress if 2 /3
of its membership decide,

3. Sessions of the national com-
mittee shall be presided over by
the president of the organization
of Somali cooperatives movement.

ARTICLE 11

DUTIES AND POWERS OF
NATIONAL COMMITTEE

1. The national committee shall
elect:

a) The president of the Organi-
zation of the general  Somali
cooperatives.

b) The executive committee.
¢) The auditing committze,

2. The national committze inves-
tigates the work of the executive
committee and discusses with it
any important issue for which the
executive committee may be accou
ntable to the national committee.

3. It prepares the organization
by laws and organizes the organi-
zation's internal and external rela-
tions.

4. The national committee may.

increase or decrease the number of
membhers of the exective committee
in response to General nzed.

5. The national committee . has
the responsibility to harmonize the
structural set up of the organiza-
tion. )

6. The national committee: has
the responsibility to formulate and
activate cooperative organizations
and to specify the number of their
branches. i

., | —

7. Delegates of cooperatives or-
ganizations from the regions, and
districts to the general congress
shall be elected by the committzes
from their respective organizations
but the number of these delegates
shall be fixed by the national com
mittee.

8. The national committee has
the authority to approve member-
ship in Arab, African, or other
international general organizations
of cooperatives,

ARTICLE 12
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

1). The executive committee of
the organization of Somali coopera
tive movement is elected by ths
national committee for a term of of-
fice of five vears and it is the high-
est executive organ of the general
organization of Somali cooperatives
during the interval between any
two sessions of the national com-
mittee.

2. The Executive committee
shall consist of:

a), President of the executive
committee.

b). Two vice-presidents.
¢). Secretary of the department

of foreign affairs.
d). Secretary of the Legal and

records department.

¢). Secretary of the planning and
production department.

f). Secretary of the Education,
vocational training and the develo
pment.

g). Secretary of the administra-
tion and finance department.

h). Secretary of the mobolization
and social affairs department,

ARTICLE 13

1). The inspection and auditing
committee of the organization of
somali cooperatives movement shall
consist of chairman, vice chairman
and three members and shall  be
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elected by the national committee
once every five years.

2). The inspection and auditing
committee is responsibile for the
inspection and auditing of the ac-
tivities of the cooperative organiza-
tion and of the executive com-
mittee. The  commiltee  ins-
pects how the decisions of the
general congress, the national com-
mittee are being implemented.

It insures that the activities of
the cooperative organizations are
carried out according to the law
and program of the general organi-
zation,

The inspection and auditing
committee, whose chairman is
elected by the National Committee
works directly with the President
of the Organsation of Somali Co-
operatives movement

3) The inspection and auditing
commmittee: investigates and re-
portes to the executive committee
on any complaints and disputes
that may arise between cooperative
organizations or among their me-
mbers. The Committee may alsc
ivestigate any complaints made by
General Public against the cooper-
atives, The Commiitee has the
right to have access to all cooper-
ative documents pertinent to the
matters under investigation and
ingpection. The Committee can
recommend the prosecution in  a
court of law any body who embe-
zzles cogperative funds or neglec-
ts cooperative property.

Article 14

PRESIDENT OF THE ORGANI
SATION OF SOMALI COOQPE-
RATIVES MOVEMENT.

1. The President is the legal
and executive head of the Gene
ral Crganization and is elected
by the National Committee. He is
the legal representative of the O
ganization to the Party, Govern-
ments Organs, Companies and
other Social Organizations and

functions within the country and
outside,

2. The duties of the President
are:

a) To call General Congresses
into session as well as meeting of
the National and Executive Com-
mittees.

b) To counter sign all financial
expenditures beyond the compete-
ence of the Secretary of the Fin-
anace department, as specified in
the by laws of the Organization

c) To play an active role in the
Movement and in all matters
relating to the development of co-
operative affairs.

Article 15
THE VICE-PRESIDENTS

1. The Vice-Presidents of the Or-
ganisation of Somali cocperative:
Movement are elected by the Na-
tional Committee. The First Vice-
President shall occupy the posi-
tion of the President of the Move-
ment when the elected President
is unable to fulfill his duties, be-
cause of illness, absence within o1
outside the country, or because of
other reasons.

2. The First Vice-President shall
be responsible for political anid
social affairs,

3. The Second Vice-Presiden
shall be responsible for adminis
tration, cconomic and financial
affairs.

Article 16

SECRETARY OF ADMINISTR
ATION AND FINANCE

This Gifice consists of the Sec-
retary of Administrative affairs
and an assistant. The duties of the
Secretary of Administration  are:
1) To direct the administrative
affairs of the General Organiza-
tion and the Executive Commit-
tees of the General Organization
and Communicate them to the con-
cerned regions and districts.
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2) Collect, Preserve, systemaltize
and keep in safe place all files
of the workers of the cooperative
organizations, and safeguard all
the National and the Executive
Committee documents,

3) Collect and keep in safe cus-
tody the organization’s funds.

4) Administer the organization’s
expenditures and accounts,

5) Administer the organization’s
project investments.

6) To register, maintain, and
project the property of the organi-
zations,

7}y To prepare and report on the
QOrganization’s budget.

8) To sponsor fairs for the mer
chandise of the cocperatives.

9) To register the organization’s
workers, salaries. compensations

Article 17

SECRETARY OF THE FOREIGN
AFFAIRS

This Office consists of the Sec-
retary of the Organization for Fo-
reign Affairs and an assistant no-
minated by the Executive Commit-
tee. The duties of the Secretary
of Foreign Affairs are:

1. To work at the systematiza-
tion and strengthening of the ties
between: the Qrganisation of So-
mali Ccoperatives Movement and
other international Cooperative or-
ganizations with which the Soma-
Ii cooperative Organization has re-
lations.

2, To work for the «class rela-
tions of the Somali Cooperative
Organizations and those of frien-
dly countries.

3. To represent the Organiza-
tion abroad at all international
meetings in which cooperative in-
terests are discussed and to report
to those meetings about the Orga-
nisation of Somali Cooperative
Movement and the activities of
the Somali cooperative organiza-
tions.
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Article 18

SECRETARY OF THE LEGAL
AND RECORDS DFPARTMENT

This Office consists of the Sec-
retary of the Legal and Records
Department and an assistant nom-
inated by the Execcutive Commit-
tee. The duties of the Secretary of
the Legal and Records Departme-
nt are:

1) To prepare follow up on the
laws, concerning the Somali Coc-
perative Organizations, and in ge-
neral to collect the laws of the
country.

2) To maintain ties and affilia-
tion with the legal organs of the
Party the State, and social orga-
nisations in the country.

3) To register and work for the
legalization of the cooperative or-
ganizations.

4) To prepare the by-law and re-
selutions of the cocperative orga-
nizations, when appointed to that
work by the National Committee

Article 19.

SECRETARY OF THE PLAN-
NING, AND PRODUCTION DE-
PARTMENT

This Office consists of the Sec-
retary of the Planning and Produc-
tion Department and an assistant
by the Executive Committee. The
duties of the Secretary of Planing
and Production Department are:

1) To Plan and organise the me-
thods by which the cooperative
program and responsibilities arc
carried out, and to advice other
departments on matters concern-
ing proper planning for their res-
pective responsibilities.

2) To explore and make resear-
ch on the methods of investment
and combination as necessistated
by the ecological realities.

3) To Plan-fong and short —
terms projects and to scientifical-
ly determine the easiest means by
which cooperative production can

be industrialilzed, making use of
the available modern technology

4) To make general and particu-
lar censuses and make a critical
evaluation of the proejcts under-
going implementation.

5) To Plan and organize a sys-
tem of socialist workers emula-
tion drives and to prepare the pro-
gress reports of the projects of the
cocperative Organizations.

6) To lock all matters concerning
labour, production and organization
of work.

7- Direct responsibility and ac-
countability to the Organization
for all activities connected with
the improvement of production of
the various cooperatives.

3- To help and advice the coo-
peratives in the selection of pro-
jects,

1) To organize socialist emula-
tion drives and to award prizes.

Article 20

SECRETARY OF THE NOBILI-
ZATION AND SOCIAL AFFAI-
RS DEPARTMENT

This Office consists of the Sec-
retary of the Mobilization and So-
cial Affairs Department and an as-
sistant. The duties of this Secre-
tary are:

1. To arouse and create cooper-
ative sentiments in the coopera-
tive members, and to wage war
on the dectrines opposed to the in-
terests of the cooperatives.

2. To establish and diseminate
the journals which reperesent the
voice of the Cooperatives and tc
inform our cooperatives about the
international movement of coc-
peratives,

3. To establish and maintain ties
hetween the National Committee
and the regions and districts.

4. To establish links between
the movement of the General Org-
ganization cooperatives with the pa
rty.
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5. To try to solve the social pro-
blems of the members of the Co-
operatives.

6. To raise the standards of kno-
wledge of the members of the coo-
peratives about culture and sports

7. To create sports groups and
plan sports competitions among
the cooperative Organizations.

8. To organise art, music, and
theatre groups imbued with so-
cialist sentiments for the coopera-
tive organization.

9. To prepare suitable cadre for
the Organization’s activities, and
work.

10. To disseminate the teaching
of scientific Socialism, oppose the
propaganda of the reactionary for-
ces, imperialism and neo-colonia-
lism, and to fight against tribali-
sm.

11. To prepare posters, rallics,
and orientational lessons according
to the prinicples of scientific so-
cialism.

Article 21

SECRETARY OF EDUCATON
VOCATIONAL TRAINING AND
DEVELOPMENT OF SKILLS.

This Office consists of the Sec-
retary of Education, etc and an ass-
istant nominated by the Executive
Committee. The duties of the sec-
retary are:

1) To eradicate illiteracy and la-
¢k of political awareness from the
midst of the cocperatives.

2) To organize training programs
and seminars for craftsmen and
members of the Cooperatives.

3) To organize debates and se-
minars for the cooperative com-
mittees of all levels.

4) To spread general as well as
vocational education by which co-
mittees presented a final draft to
coperative organizations work sc
as to create cooperative that are
aware of the importance of skills
and the value of education.
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5) To establish a cooperative trai-
ning and research institute with-
out which self-sufficiency in skill-
ed manpower in the needed fields
can never be realized.

6) To raise the political awarne:
£ss of the members of the cogper-
atives.

PART IV

COOPERATIVE ORGANIZATI-
ONS AND THEIR DIVISIONS

Article 22

AGRICULTURAL COOPERATI
VES ORGANIZATION

1) 'The Agricultural cocperatives
organization combines within it
all farmers cocperatives whose ob-
jective is to increase agricultural
production in order that we may
realize the call of the party, which
is the attainment of self-sufficien-
¢y in food production and even
to export surplus food.

2) The Agricultural cooperative
organization consists of three kin-
ds of cooperatives:

a) Multipurpose cooperatives.

b) Associational or Group coo-
peratives.

¢) Communes or advanced socia-
list cooperatives.

3) The Agricultural cooperatives
organization fosters the growth of
agricultural cooperatives so  that
they may fulfill the aims and as-
pirations towards self-sufficiency
in agricultural production, and
the organization also pioncers the
development of the cooperatives
to the advanced stage of co-oper-
tive development.

4) The Agricultural cooperatives
shall combine their human and
material resources in order that
they may attain their goal of in-
creased and collective production
with the help of science and mo-
dern technology.

5) The Agricultural cooperatives
organization defends the welfare
and interests of the small farmer

and shall always strive for the un
ifiction and collectivization of the
farmers.

Article 23

FISHING COCPERATIVES OR-
GANIZATION

1) The Fishing #nd Ocean resou:
rces cooperative organization co-
vers all coceperatives concerned
with catching and marking fish.
These cooperatives shall coopera-
te in matters relating to their du-
ties such as proccesisng and stora-
ge of their catches purchese pro-
cement and preservation of theit
tocls, sale, transport, industrializa-
tion and display of their produc-
tion. They shall also cocperate in
the use of their equipment motor-
ized boats, nets and inall admi-
nistrative system,

2. The fishing and ocean re-
sources ocooperatives shall have a
cellective administrative system.

Article 24.

SMALL FACTORIES AND CRAF
TSMEN COOPERATIVES OR-
GANZIATION

1. The Small Factories and
Craftsmen Cocperatives Oganiza-
tion is a democratic organization
based on the principles of socialist
collectivization, and encompasses
all small factories and craftsmen
cocperatives. It initiates and leads
all activities of the cooperatives in
the organization for the qualitative
and quantitative improvement  of
their production. The organization
pioneers the industrialization of
the cooperatives modes of produc-
tion by making use of science and
modern technology.

2. The objective of the small
factories and craftsmen cooperati-
ves organization is to raise coope-
rative assels with which to mzet
the needs of the members of the
cocperatives. Such cooperative as-
sets shall, therefore, represent an
increment in the socialized wealth
of the country and a growth in
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the general economy of the coun-
try.

Article 25.
CONSUMER AND SERVICES
COOPERATIVES ORGANIZA-

TION.

The organization of consumer
and services cocperatives is a de-
mocratic cooperative organization
with class orientation. Its objective
is the liberation of the workers and
the masses from the injustices and
exploitation of the acquistive big
businessmen. The organization ai-
ms at the establishment of general
consumer and service cooperati-
ves which sell gocds imported by
the state to the workers and the
masses at rcasonable prices.

1) The organization shall stri-
ve for the improvment of the qua-
lity of marchandise and services
sold to the people by the consum-
er and services cocperatives. So as
to care for the general health of
the public the organization shall
try hard to maintain accountable
standards of cleanliness and hygine
in the consumer and other goods
sold to the people. It shall inspect
the means through which the co-
operatives implement the law and
program of the movement of So-
mali organisation cocperatives. The
administration of these cooperati-
ves shall be collective and their
accounting system unified.

2) The organization of consu-
mer and services shall concern it-
sell with the establishing of food
stores, coffee tea shops, Hotels,
Tailorships, Butcheries and grain-
groceries, barbershops, and phar-
macies.

3) The Organization shall stri-
ve for the implementation of the
national economic plans,

4) The organization shall give
the widest publicity possible to the
principles and benefits of socialist
collectivization in order to attract
new membership to the cooperati-
ves.
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Article 26.

LIVESTOCK, FORESTRY AND
INCENSE COOPERATIVES OR-
GANIZATION.

1) The Organization of the Li-
vestock Forestry and Incense co-
operatives is a democratic organi-
zation compmitted to socialist col-
lectivization, Within it are all the
livestock, Forestry and Incense co-
operatives, The organization shall
mitiate the formation of coopera-
tives for livestick, anima fattening,
forest and pasture ranges, sale of
animals, experimentation with ani-
mal breeding, water and other ne-
cessities for the existance of lives-
tick. With the cooperation of con-
cerned state organs this organiza-
the ultimate industrialization of the
livesiock resources of the country

2) The organization shall pre-
serve trzes and the member coc-
operatives shall strictly abide by
the national policy directed against
the dangerous effect of social ero-
sion. '

3) The organization shall work
for the preservation of forests with
eccopomic value such as  timber,
rubber, frankincess, gums_ caawda,

ate. B

4) The above named forests of
economic importance shall be util-
lized through cooperatives, No  ti-
thes or monetary rents shall be
realized from these forests, nor
shall these trzes be offered for sale
te anybodoy.

5) The organization of these
" cooperatives shall have © collective
administrative and accounting sys-
tem.

Article: 27.

CONSTRUCTION AND TRANS-
PORT COOPERATIVES ORGA
NIZATION.

1} The Organization of Cons
truction and Transport Cooperati-
ves' is 2 democratic Organization
based on socialist principles. It in-
cludes all cooperatives in the wel-
fare of the cooperative members
-and the general public as well, the

otganization shall organize and le-
ad all workers making their living
by working on building stones and
through the production of lime

2) These cooperatives shall
collect their tocls and labour.
However, they shall not offer un-
processed soil and sand for sale as
this is contrary to cooprative aims
and objectives.

3)  The Organization shall have
for the construction of housing so
that the need of the public  for
shelter can be met. In this regard,
the organization shall attempt to
build more houses making use of
wechnology and, in particular, ma-
chanized construction  industry.

4- The  Organization  shall
strive for the integration and ccl-
lectivization of the scattered gar
ages and workshops in = order to
raise  their level of production
angd skills, and improve their eco-
nomic lot.

PART VI

REGICNAL, DISTRICT AND
VILLAGE COMMITTEES

Article 28.

COMMITTEES OF (COUPERA-
TIVE ORCGANIZATIONS  Iv
THE REGIONS, DISTRICTS:
AND VILLAGES.

1. Every organization that is
a member of the organization of
somali Cooperatives © movemen’
shall have
mittzes composed of elected dele-
gates from the component mem-
ber cogperatives. At the same ti-
me every member cooperative
gshall have a committee of its

organization  com-

own.

2. The Regional and district
commitizes shall be elected once
every five years by members of
the cocoperative committees, and
cocperative  committees shall be
elected by the cooperative mem-
bers once every five years.

3. The organization commities
shall meet once every three years
while the cooperative committee
shall meet  twice every weck

I

Article 29,

REGIONAL, DISTRICT AND
VILLAGE COOPERATIVE OR-
GANIZATION

1) These organizations shall
have an environmental base so
that the administration of the re-
ional, district, and village coope-
vatives may be unified, and they
shall have regional cooperatve or-
ganizations and district and village
cooperative committees,

2) Committees of the regional
cocperative oteanization shall be
elected once every five years.

3)  Like wise district cooperati-
ve committees shall be elected on-
ce every five years.

Article 30.

MEETINGS OF THE ORGANI-
ZATION OF THE REGIONAL
COOPERATIVES.

1) The organization ot regio-
val cooperatives is the highest or
gan of the cooperatives at the re-
gional level, and shall mect once
every three months.,

2} The district cooperative
committze is the highest authority
of the cooperative at the distiict le-
vel and shall mzet once every two

i1
1E e
IS,

31 Village cooperative comniit-
tees may meet once every month.
PART VII
FINAL-PROVISIONS
Article 51.
PROPERTY AND BUDGET OF

THE MOVEMENT OF THE GE-
NERAL ORGANIZATION

The Budget of the General Orga-
szation shall consist of

1) Income from business acti-
vities of the organization itself.

2) Contributions irom the
member organizations,
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3) Donations from  regional
and district cooperative organiza-
tions, their corporations and agen-
cies.

4) Contributions from ths Par-
ty, the state social organizations,
and from other internal and exter-
nal sources. '

Article 32,
DIVISION OF THE INCOME Or
THE COOPERATIVES

The system of sharing of cocpe-

rutive profits and income shall be
specified by the National Commit-
tee and shall be explained in the
by-laws.

Article 33.

ABOLITION AND AMALGAMA-
TION OF COOPERATIVES

Whenever it becomes clear that
a cooperative is insolvent or the
need arises for the combination of
a number of cocperatives the Na-

The 1st Congress of the Somali
co-operative movement was held
at Mogadishu from 6-8th TJanuary
1978 at the Somali academy. 503
delegates participated in the deli-
berations of the congress, represe-
nting various co-operatives in the
SDR.

The Congress was highly valu-
ed and appreciated by the partici-
pation of the leader, teacher  of
the revolution, the Secretary Ge-
neral of SRSP Jaalle Mohamed Si-
ad Bare, members of the c.c,  Po-
lit-buro members of CC of SRSP,
Government officials and the lea-
ders of the Social Organizations,
In the few days in which the Con-
gress was held, the deliberations of
the congress were carried out in a
revolutionary and Socialist Spirit.

Holding the congress of the So-
mali Cooperative Movement is in
line with decisions of the 3d ple-
nary meeting of the C.C of SRSP
concerning with the restablish-
ment of the Social Organisations
and the directives of the Secretary
General of SRSP Jaalle Mohamed
Siad Bare.

Hence, the Ist Congress of the
Somali eooperative Movement was
held a year and few months after

Declaration of the Ist congress
ol the organisation of the Somali
Co-operative movement

the establishment of SRSP and af-
ter the establishment of the SW-
DO’ GUSW and USRY.

The Congress expressed clearly
the class-character of the Somali
coopetatives. The first congress of
the organization of the Somali
cooperatives coincided with a per-
iod, when the Somali people still
under colonial yoke are waging an
armed struggle for attaining their
independence; it also came in  a
time, when the Somali working
masses are in a fierce struggle for
implementing the basis of Socialist
Organization increasing producti-
vity, fight against imperialism, co-
lonialism and all kinds of explio-
tation. The congress coincided also
with a new period, when the So-
mali working masses &re giving
serious consideration safeguarding
the acheivements of the Revolu-
tion, safeguarding the independen-
ce and unity of the Somali people
as well as strengthening the pro-
eressive consciousness of the So-
mali masses.

The Ist Congress of OSCM ha-
ve listened to the wise speech given
by Secretary General of the SRSP
in which he Scientifically analysed
the world issues, especially the ten-

— A —
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tional Committee of the organisa-
tion of Somali Cocperative move
ment shall have the power to abo-
lish such an insolvent cooperative
or combine any number of these as
the casz may be, taking into ac-
count the recommendation of the
exgcutive committee,

N/B : Any further explanation or
clarification wyhich is not mentio-
ned in this law shall be included
in the by-laws.

sions at the Horn Horn of Africa.
The speech discussed in detail the
gituation in the Horn, the conflicii-
ng forces and  emphasised
that the victory will side with the
fighting people for their right, the
just struggle of WSLF, Abbo, Eri-
trea, Afar and the progressive fo:-
ces of Ethiopia. The Secretary
General has peinted out the brig-
ht future of the Somali working
masses in construction of a socia-
list Society, and elimination of all
kinds of exploitation.

The congress also have listened
the report of the CCof SRSP co-
operative Bureau. The report of the
Bureau gave details on the coo-
perative movement in Somalia and
the different stages of its develop-
ment till today, when the country
is in a revolutionary era led by a
new-type party -and when social
organizations has heen organised.
The congress has put forward the
regulations and programme of the
OSCM, which laid down the de-
mocrtic base for the mobilization
and organization of the organiza-
tion.

The first congress of the organi-
zatiom of the Somali Cooperative
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Movement after hearing the mag-
nificant speech of the General Se-
eretary and all written documents
which have been put forward, has
elected a national committee, and
adopted the following decisions:-

A) The Somali cocperatives she-
uld live by, implement and adopt
the ideas and concepts laid down
by Secretary General of SRSP Jaa-
He Mohamed Siad Barre's in his
speech to the congress.

B) The Somali cooperatives she-
uld fulfill and implement the pro-
gramme and regulations of the or-
ganization.

€) The Somali cooperatives 1.
its work consider and purpose.y
employ the report of the C.C. ol
SRSP cooperative Bureau as a his-
torical document.

A PROMISE

The first Congress of the organ-
ization of the Somali cocperatives
taking his inspiration from the po-
litical programme of SRSP — con-
sidering the new situation of the
country, taking the directives of
the Secvetary General of the SRST
departing from the Scientific So-
cialist principles for the benefit of
working masses, promises.

— To fulfill and carry out the pro-
gramme of SRSP guided by the
principle’s of socientific socialism.
and creation of new social rel=-
tions based on justice cquaiily
and unity.

— To Implement the decisions of
the plenary sessions of CC of SR-
SP and the directives of the tea-
cher of the Somali working mass-
es Jaalle Mohamed Siad Barre.

— Te continue the just fight in
erder to achieve the cherished goal
of the Somali people, which is to
secure their existence, to achieve
independenc, Unity and real pre-
eSS,

— TBo suppert, safeguard and de-
femd the achievements and fruits

January 1%/

ef the revolution and to march in
a unified and conscious manner
on the long path of the 21 Oct.
Revolution.

— To increase and enhance pro-
ductivity and to develop the quali-
ty of production in order to ach-
ieve a complete self sufficiency.

— To safeguard and strengthen
the dscipline, good conduct, which
are the life and basis of the organi-
tion.

— To strengthen the solidarity of
the working people, in order to
counteract against the conspira-
cies of the reactionary forces and
to oppose set-backs.

— Te fight unmercifully the reac-
tionary forces, corruption, tribali-
sm, nepotism, regionalism, selfist-
ness, lazyness, theft of the coo-
perative assets etc.

The first congress of the Soma-
li cooperative Movement, has cl-
early announced that the Somaii
cooperatives are part of the wor-
ld worker’s movement, fighting
for independence, democracy pea
ce and progress, and opposing im-
perialism, racism, zionism and all
kinds of exploitation, and the Se-
mali cocperative do believe that
the final victory is on the side of
those who are fighing for indepen:
ce and democracy. The First Congr-
ess has warned seriously the inter-
vention of the external forces in
the Affairs of the Horn. And the
first congress following the spze.
ch of the General Secretary of SR-
SP Jaalle Mhamed Siad Bare
has pointed cut that the objective
of the Intervention of external
forces in the affairs of the Horn
is to endanger the sovereignty of
the Somali people, to eliminate
thie National liberation Movement
and nihilation of the basic princi-
ples of the self-determination of
all nations, as well as to interfere
in the African affairs, thus sndzn-
gering the African and world pea-
ce.

L e B

The Somali cooperatives consi-
dering the particular conditions sf
the country and international ex-
perience, and giving a vital impor-
tance to the fulfillment of their
proletarian tasks announce clear
ly:- '

— That they fully support the wo-
rld workers movement, and fully
solidarise with them.

— That they give a full support
to the national liberation Move-
ments, fighting for their politico!
independence, against exploitation.
for building progressive and dem-
ocratic society. The victory is on
the side of Just fight for the cli-
mination of colonialism, and cree-
tion of an independent and free so-
ciety, thus the Organization of the
Somali Cooperative Movement is in
line with the basic political princi-
ple of the 21 Oct. Revolution of
1969, the policy of SRSP, and em-
ploying purposefully the ideas and
wise directives of the Secretaiy
General of the SRSP Jaalle Moha-
med Siad Barre, denounces:

P

— The Colonialism, their conspi-
racies and multi-colored subota-
ges on the just struggle of nationa-
lists specially the fascist, imper-
ialist of Ethiopia.

— Neo-colonialism efforts to keep
the people’s of the world under
their yoke in order to exploit the
resources of the developing cous-
tries,

— Racism supported by the inter.
national exploiters, against the
rights of the African people.

— Zionism denying the right of
the Arab people, especially the
Palestinian people.

— The arrogance of some of
the big powers who are imposing
nations.

The Congress of the Somali
Gooperative Movement points out
clearly that the qualitative trans-
fermation of the cooperatives and
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their vital role they reached asi-
de the subjective conditions, was
achieved through the mobilization
training, support of the 21 Oct.

Revolution and the right guidance
of the SRSP.

The Somali cooperatives give a
valuable consideration which wil
be unseparable from their history,
and an infinite full respect to Jaal-
le «Siad». For this reason_ the co-
ngress convey its thanks and salu-
te to the Secretary General of tne
SRSP, for his valuable participa-
tion, for making possible and im-
plementing this congress. The fir-
st congress conveys great thanks:
to CC of SRSP, the preparation
committees, who were ready and
alert for the smooth running and
success of the congress.

The congress also gives great than-
ks to the Somali police forces and
and the Somali police zcademy,
which had the henour
that the congress has held in it,
and the role played by the heads.
officers as well as the policemen
of this Academy.

The first congress conveys tha-
nks to ti.e honourable Guests re-
presenting the social organizations
and Government, and thanks al-
so to ali heads, Associations, pub-
lic agencies and masses, who sup-
ported and congratulated, showing
their good will and appreciation
for the congress.

The first congress congratulates
reconsiders and highly appreciates
the historical role of the members
of SRSP, who undertock ihe 21 Oc
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tober Revolution of 19¢2, and ma-
de possible for the Somali mases
and specially the cocperatives to
grow and take their active role in
building of a new socialist society.
The congress conveys great thanks
to the central committee of the
the SRSP and its different organi.-
sations, which made possible the
organization of the congress of the
Somali cocperative movement in
erder to achieve its new tasks in
this new era.

LET SOMALIA UNITE.

LONG LIVE THE SRSP

LONG LIVE THE ORGANIZA-
TION OF THE SOMALI COO-
PERATIVES

The President of the SDR and

other C.C members attending  the

congress of the OSCM.

The Secretary General of the
SRSP opening the Ist congress of

the OSCM.
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