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HOOVERINSTITUTION
SomaliDemocraticRepublic

TheHistoricalEvolutionofthe

SomaliRevolutionarySocialistParty

ThesolidunitywhichtheSomalimassesattainedunder

theleadershipoftheSomaliYouthLeague(SYL)made

possible,in1960,theachievementofindependenceand

unitybytwoofthefivepartsintowhichthecolonialists

haddividedtheSomalipeople.However,asistheirwant,

thecolonialistshandedoverthepowerofgovernmentto

theirtrainedpuppetswhoservedtheirowninterestsas

wellasthoseofcolonialism.Thusthestruggleandaspi

rationsoftheSomalipeopleweretemporarilychecked

andthwarted.

Initseagernesstoidentifywithandsatisfyformer

colonialpowers,thenewregimepromotedthenotori

ouspolicyof"DivideandConquer"thatitinheritedfrom

thecolonialadministrations,bytheinstrumentalityof

tribalism,briberyandallformsofcorruption.Thatpolicy

resultedingeneraldisappointment,moraldisintegra

tion,declineofpatriotismandcut-throatcompetitionin

thefurtheringofpersonalinterests.Thesocio

economicformationbeingatapre-capitaliststage,the

situationofunderdevelopmentinthecountrywas

aggravatedbyneo-colonialism.

Therewaseconomicbankruptcy,salariesandother

essentialexpenditurescouldnotbemet,nottospeakof

developmentthecountryhadbecomeanindebtedand

helplesscaptiveinthehandsofworldimperialism.

Theriseofanimmensenumberof"political"and

"social"organizationsaddedtotheprevailingatmos

phereofchaosandconfusion.Actually,theseso-called

organizationswerecreatedwiththeintentofsowingthe





seedsofdiscordamongthepeople,andtohaltthe

people'sstrugglefortotalindependenceandnational

development,sothattheinterestsofneo-colonialism

couldfreelyflourish.

TheBirthoftheRevolutionandtheCreation

ofthePublicRelationsOffice

TheRevolutionofthe21stOctober1969whichwas

carriedoutbyprogressiveofficersfromthearmedfor

cesledbyComradeMajorGeneralMohamedSiadBarre

cametochangethatdesperatesituationandtosavethe

Somalipeoplefromtheirhopelesspredicamentunder

thereactionaryandcorruptpost-colonialregimes.

Theseofficerscouldnottoleratethemaladministration

andexploitationoftheirpeople;theycouldnotremain

indifferenttothedangerthatthreatenedtheveryexis

tenceofthenation,sotheytooktheircourageousand

historicalstep,representingthetrueinterestsand

enjoyingtheconfidenceandthesupportofthemasses.

InitsFirstCharter,theSupremeRevolutionary

Council,chairedbyJaalleMajorGeneralMohamedSiad

Barre,abolishedtheconstitution,dissolvedtheparli

amentandthecabinetandsuspendedallthelawswhich

werecontrarytotheobjectivesoftheRevolution.The

Charterclearlyoutlinedthepoliticalorientationofthe

Revolution,committingthenationto"thecreationofa

newsocietybasedonjustice,therighttoworkandsocial

equality".RevolutionaryCouncils,composedofofficers

fromthearmedforces,weresetupattheregionaland

districtlevels.Theyrepresentedtheauthorityofthe

Revolutionintheregionsanddistricts.

Besidesthenationalizationofthebasiceconomic

sectors,theRevolutionalsotookothermeasuresdesig

nedtorestorethepride,patriotismandunityofthe

people.Oneofthesemeasureswastheimmediatefor

mation(inNovember1969)ofaPublicRelationsOffice

withtheassisgnmentofbeingaliaisonbetweentheSRC

andthegeneralpublic.Thetaskoftheofficewas,among

otherthings,totransmitSRCdecisionsanddirectivesto

themassesontheonehandand,ontheotherhand,to

transmitletters,petitionsandmessagesofsupportor

counseluptheladdertotheSRC.

ThengraduallytheOfficebegantofulfillitsmain

taskofmobilizingthemasses.Thefirststeptakenbythe

PROinthisdirectionwastoorganizemassralliesin

supportofthemajordecisionsoftheRevolutionsuchas

thenationalizationofthemaineconomicsectorsandthe

adoption,in1972,ofscientificsocialismastheideologi

calsystemofthecountry.Italsomobilizedthemasses

fortheprogrammeofdevelopment,andtorootoutsuch

evilandbackwardpracticesastribalism,regionalism,

nepotismandcorruption.Massrallieswerealsoorgani

zedinsupportofNationalLiberationMovementsandin

condemnationoftheintriguesandmachinationsofcol

onialism,imperialismandtheirlackeys.

Withtheresponsibilitiesoftheofficethusexecuted,

inordertofurtherfacilitatethetaskoforganizingand

mobilizingthepeople,directiveswereissuedtorecruit

andtrainprogressivecadresforoffice.Thiswascarried

outin1970andearly1971.

InSeptember,1971,Mogadishuwasdividedinto13

districtsorquartersinordertofacilitatethePRO'staskof

massmobilizationandorganization.PRObranches

wereestablishedinall13quarters,anda25-member

people'scommitteewassetupineachdistrictwith

representativesfromthevarioussectorsofsocietyand

chairedbyaPROrepresentatives.Theresponsibilities

ofthesecommitteeswere:
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1:"Toholdregularmeetingswiththepeopleinorderto

briefthemonSRCdecisionsandtoconveytothem

theguidingdirectivesoftheleaderoftheRevolu

tion,JaalleMohamedSiadBarre.

TheEstablishmentofOrientationCentres

andCommittees.

2.

1

Tomobilizethemassesforparticipationinthe"Self

Help"nationalconstructionprogrammewhichcon

sistedofthebuildingofschools,hospitals,offices,

roads,publicparks,etc.(Themoneysavedbythe

freeandvoluntarylabourofthemasseswasutilized

intheimplementationofmoreandmoreprojects).

ToorganizemassralliesinsupportofmajorSRC

decisions,incommemorationofNationalDays,and

toexpresssolidaritywithprogressiveforcesand

liberationmovementsaroundtheworld.

3.

Asthetasksofmobilization,organizationandorien

tationexpanded,theSRCdecided,inFebruary1972,to

establishorientationcentresinallquartersofMoga

dishu.Byavailingthepeopleinthesequartersenough

spacetogettogether,thesecentresgreatlyfacilitated

thetasksofmassmobilization,organization,andorien

tation.Theywerebigenoughtoseatalargeaudience

andtoprovideconfrencehallsandofficesforthevarious

committees.TheQuarterCommitteewassupplemented

bythreeparallelcommittees:

Workers'Committee,YouthCommitteeandWomen's

Committee.TheseCommitteesassistedthemaincom

mitteeinitstasksofadministration,organizationand

mobilizationofthevarioussocialgroupsforparticipa

tioninself-helpschemesandothernationaldevelop

mentactivities.

4. Torecruitandtrainpatrioticandrevolutionary

cadreswhowouldimplementtheprogrammeofthe

Revolution.

5. TosafeguardtheachievementsoftheRevolution.

Themembersofthesecommitteeswerenominated

bythePROafterconsultingthePROrepresentativein

theconcernedquarter.Tobeeligibleformembershipin

anyofthesecommittees,onehadtobeahardworker

andadedicatedRevolutionary.Themaincommittee

conducteditsworkinacandidandfriendlymannerand

reacheditsdecisionsbymajorityvotes.

ThePROrepresentativeswereauthorizedtodeal

withunexpectedsituationsandtodecideonurgentmat

tersthatcouldnotawaitcommitteesessions.Everything

wasdonetoensurethatPROrepresentativespossessed

ahighsenseofresponsibility,aconsiderabledegreeof

politicalconsciousnessandloyaltytotheRevolution.

Thosefoundincapableofproperlyfulfillingtheirduties

wereimmediatelyreplaced.
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Inadditiontothevarioussocialcommittees,aforce

ofVictoryPioneers(Gulwadayaal)wasformed.Recrui

tedfromtheyouthofthecapital,Mogadishu,thevictory

pioneers.weregiventrainingcourseswithintheframe

workofthecampaignforthepropagationofscientific

socialism,inordertoraisetheleveloftheirpolitical

awareness.Ontheoccassionoftheformationofthe

"Guulwadayaal"force,theleaderoftheRevolution,

JaalleMohamedSiadBarre,declared,“Wehaveentrus

tedtheflagoftheRevolutiontotheSomaliYouthwho

willdefenditagainstbothinternalreactionariesand

externalenemies"

InMarch1972,theSRCissuedalawwhichexpa

dedboththepowerandresponsibiliesofthePRO.

additiontoitsformerduties,thePROwasgiventheta

ofcreatingsocialorganizationssuchastradeunior

youthunionsandwomenassociations.Atthesar

time,theorganizationalstructureofthePROwasenla

gedtoincludedepartmentsofyouth,women,trainir

etc.Bymid1972,itbecamepossibletosendPROrepr

sentativestoalltheregionsanddistrictsofthecount

(16regionsand79districtsatthattime).Thatperiodw

markedbythetransitionofmassorganizationandmol

lizationfromitsexperimentalstageinthecapital

nation-wideapplication.

Sincethemainobjectivebehindtheorganizatio

andmobilizationofthemassesandtheupliftingofthe

politicalawarenesswastotransferpublicadministratio

tothepeoplethemselves,theSRCissuedtheLoc

GovernmentLawinJune1972.Underthislaw,whic

wentintoeffecton21October1972,newregional,di

trictandvillagecommitteesweresetup.Thesecomm

teesreplacedtheRevolutionaryCouncilswhichwe

formedintheregionsanddistrictsimmidiatelyafterth

birthoftheRevolutionandwhosemembershipconsi

tedofonlyfourofficersfromtheArmedForces.

Meanwhilethe“FlowersoftheRevolution",which

consistedofchildrenagedbetweensixandfourteen

years,wasalsobeingformedinallorientationcentres.

Thequarterscommitteesofthatperiodincluded

politicalrepresentativesnominatedfromtheworkersof

thegovernmentdepartmentstoactasthealiaison

betweenthePROandtheworkersandtohelpinthe

organisationandmobilisationofworkers.

ThePublicRelationsOfficehadnoregionalordis

trictbranches.Thetaskofmobilizingandorganizingthe

massesintheregionsanddistrictsofthecountryrested

ontheshouldersoftheRevolutionaryCouncilsandtheir

sub-committeesknownastheNationalGuidanceCom

mitteeswhichcomposedofworkers,women,youthand

communityelders.Becauseofthecontinuousstreamof

resolutionsanddirectivesissuingfromtheSRCandthe

councilofSecretaries,themassestherehadmaintained

agreatmeasureofeagrenessandenthusiasimforparti

cipationinthenationalconstructionanddevelopment

campaigns.
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Themembersofthesecommitteeswereselected

fromamongtheworkerswhohadshownalongrecord

ofstruggle,hardwork,patriotism,revolutionaryzeal

andadherencetotheprinciplesofsocialism.ThePRO

proposedthemembersofthesecommittees,butthe

SRChadthefinaldecisionintheirselection.TheRegi

onal,DistrictandvillageRevolutionaryCommittees

weregivenfullpowerstoconducttheaffairsofthe

governmentattheirrespectivelevels.Thesepowers

includedbudgetmanagement,projectplanning,and

matterspertainingtosocialandsecurityaffairs.Under

thesecommitteescamesub-committeessuchasasecu

rityCommittee,anEconomicCommittee,aReconcili

ationCommitteeandanAuditCommittee.These

RevolutionaryCommitteesfunctionedfromOctober

1972toSeptember1976.

Althoughthesecommitteeshadrealisedsignificant

achievementsduringthatperiod,yettheyhadtheir

shortcomingsandwerenotimmunetocriticism.The

maindefectintheworkofthesecommitteeswascaused

bytheirex-officiomembers.Theheadsofthevarious

governmentdepartmentsintheregionsanddistrictsof

theirrevolutionaryrecord.Theautomaticmembership

oftheseofficialswiththeirlowrevolutionaryspiritand

dedicationresultedintheconsiderableslackeningof

committeefunctioning.

Withaviewtopreparingthegroundfortheesta

blishmentofsocialorganizations,thePROorganised

seminars,scientificstudies,inter-regiontoursandtrai

ningcoursesinsocialistcountriesforthemembersof

thetemporaryworkers,youthandwomencommittees.

On23July1973,thePresidentoftheSDR,Jaalle

MohamedSiadBarre,issuedacircularempoweringthe

PROtoform7-membercommitteeinallministries,auto

nomousagencies,factoriesandprivatecompanies.

Thesecommitteesreplacedtheappointedrepresentati

veswhopreviouslyservedasaliaisonbetweenthePRO

andtheworkers.TheylatergaverisetotheGeneral

FederationofSomaliTradeUnions(GFSTU)whichis

nowfullyestablished.Subsequently,youthcommittees,

whichuntilthenremainedonlyatthelevelofresidential

zones,wereformedatschoolsandworkplaces.The

dutiesofyouthandworkerscommitteesincludedthe

boostingofproduction,thedefendingoftheRevolution,

participationinthedecision-makingprocessofadmini

strationandthesafeguardingoftheworkers'interests.

Theorganisationoftheworkers,youthandwomen

andtheircommitteesrestedonthePROdepartments

dealingwiththesethreesocialgoups.

Throughtheparticipationofthesegroupsinthe

decision-makingprocess,theRevolutionhadachieved

agreatmeasureofdemocracyinthefieldsofadmini

strationandpolitics.

THEPRORENAMEDANDEXPANDED

In1974,theSRC,havingrealizedtheneedtopay

greaterattentiontothePROtasksofmassmobilization

andorganization,renamedtheofficeasthePolitical

OfficeofthePresidencyoftheSupremeRevolutionary

Coucil(POPSRC),andappointedanSRCmemberto

headit.

Thiswasaclearindicationoftheemphasisthe

RevolutionlaidontheconsolidationofthePOPSRCSO

thatitcouldfulfillitsdutiesinthefaceofstiffresistance

fromtheforcesofreactionandthebureaucracy.The

responsibilitiesofthePoliticalOfficeweregreatly
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expandedtoincludethepreparationofcadresfora

politicalPartytoguidethecourseoftheRevolution.

InordertoenablethePOPSRCtoeffectivelycarryout

bothitspreviousdutiesanditsnewlyaddedresponsibi

lities,moreseriousattentionwaspaidtoitsstructure

anditwasstaffedwithmoreprogressivecadres.

Inordertofurtherenhancetheeffectivenessofmass

mobilizationandorganization,thePoliticalOfficeofthe

PresidencyoftheSRCarrangedtrainingcoursesofsix:

monthsandone-yeardurationswhichcadresspentin

theParty,WorkersandYouthschoolsoftheSoviet

UnionandGDR.Othercoursesvaryinginlengthfrom

onetothreemonths,andtwoweekorone-weeksemi

narsweregivenathome.Inaddition,thesocialorgani

zationsandthegeneralpublicreceivedregular

orientationlessons.

UndertheguidanceofthePOPSRC,theSomali

Peopleachievedagreatsuccessinthesuccessivedevel

opmentandself-reliancecampaigns.Themostnoteable

amongtheself-helpschemesimplementedsuccessfully

bytheSomalipeopleweretheliteracyandruraldevel

opmentcampaignswhichwereenthusiasticallycarried

outinresponsetotheappealmadebytheLeaderofthe

revolution,JaalleMohamedSiadBarre,withtheMotto:

"Ifyouknow(theSomaliscript),teach;ifyoudon't

know,learn:"Likewise,thehistoricsuccesswithwhich

theSomalipeople,underthedirectionofthePOPSRC,

implementedsuchchallengingtasksasthedrought

reliefoperationsandresetlementcampaignin1974-75

remainsasourceofinspirationandexcellentexampleof

whatself-relianceandunityofpurposecanachieve.The

Sand-DunesStabilizationCampaignwasanotherchal

lengewhichshowedtherealmettleoftheSomali

People.

10

Infact,allthesecampaignsweresosuccessfultha

theyearnedtheSDRinternationalacclaim.

Thesecampaignsraisedthemassestoahigherleve

wheretheindividualbecamedirectlyandactivelyinvol

vedinthebuildingofthenewsocialistsocietyandfelt

proudofit.TheSomalimassesgainedmuchexperience

inthisstruggleandemergedmorecommittedthanever

beforetocontinuethemarchalongtherighteousrevolu:

tionarypath.

ImplementingthedirectivesoftheSupremeRevolu

tionaryCoucil,thePOPSRCestablishedclosecontacts

withthepeoplesoastobeabletotellthehardworker

andtherevolutionaryfromthelazyandthereactionary

ThisenabledthePOPSRCtodiscernanencourage

meritoriouspeople.Thiswasdonebymeansofpublic

andwrittencertificatesofhonourissuedatthedistrict

regionalandnationallevelsaswellasnationalmedals

rangingfrombronzetogold.Theseincentivesalso

includedpromotionsandjobawardstothosewhohad

distinguishedthemselvesasself-abnegatorsinthecam

paignsofnationalconstruction.

Theestablishmentin1975oftheInstituteofPolitical

ScienceswiththehelpoftheSovietUnionwasoneof

theseoutstandingachievementsofthePOPSRC.The

foundingofthisinstitutewassignificantinviewofthe

country'smountingneedforcadresequippedwiththe

ideasofScientificSocialism.Today,hundredsofwor

kersandyouthwhoreceivedtheirtrainingatthisinsti

tuteareworkinginthePoliticalandeconomicfields.

TheInsititutewaslaterupgradedtothelevelofa

facultyintheSomaliNationalUniversitywithaB.A.

degreeinsuchsubjectsasthephilosophyofScientific

Socialism,Politicaleconomy,etc.
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POPSRCANDFOREIGNRELATIONS

1

JaalleSiad,wasawardedthemedaloftheWFDY,andin

theCoferenceofAfricanWomen'sOrganizationheldin

MogadishuinApril1975.areallexamplesofthesuc

cessfulperformanceofthePOPSRCanditssocialorga

nizationbranches.

THEFOUNDINGOFTHESOMALIREVOLUTIONARY

SOCIALISTPARTY

SinceitsinceptionasthePRO,thePoliticalOffice

representedtheSRCinhandlingexternalrelationswith

socialistandprogressivepartiesaswellassocialorgani

zations.However,withtheestablishmentoftheworkers,

youthandwomen'sbranchesthetaskfelltothemof

establishingdirectco-operationrelationswiththeircor

respondingorganizationsallovertheworld.

Duringthatperiod,thePoliticalOfficethroughits

socialorganizationbranches,scoredaremarkablesuc

cessinthefieldofestablishingfirmrelationsoffriends

hipandmutualco-operationwiththevarioussocial

organizationsoftheworld.Thisisattestedtobythefact

thatSomaliawasatonetimeoranotheramemberofthe

executivecommitteeorthepermanentsecretariatofthe

followinginternationalandprogressivesocial

organizations:

TheWorldFederationofTradeUnion(WFTU),the

WorldFederationofDemocraticYouth(WFDY),the

InternationalUnionofStudents(IUS),theWomen's

InternationalDemocraticFederation(WIDF),theOrga

nizationofAllAfricanTradeUnions(OATU),thePan

AfricanYouthMovement(PAYM),TheallAfrican

StudentsUnion(AASU),theAfricanWomenOrganiza

tion(AWO),theInternationalConfederationofArab

TradeUnions(ICATU),theArabYouthOrganization

(AYO),theArabStudentsUnion(ASU)andtheArab

WomenOrganization(AWO).

ThevividroleplayedbytheSomaliYouthinthe

TenthYouthFestivalinBerlin(GDR)in1973,inthe

WFDYConferenceonApartheidheldinMogadishuin

April1974inwhichtheleaderoftheSomaliRevolution,

Duringtheperiod1972-1974,massmobilizationand

organizationunderthedirectionofthePOPSRC

reacheditshighestpeak.However,after1974,thegreat

surgeofpatrioticandrevolutionaryfervourbeganto

losesomeofitsmomentum.Thiswasduetothefactthat

thecapacityandpowerofthePOPSRChadfallenshort

ofeffectivelymeetingthegreatlyexpandedresponsibili

tiesentrustedtoit.Hence,itbecameapparentthatthe

POPSRChadexhauseditsusefulnessandthatthetime

wasripefortheestablishmentofapartywithitsfull

fledgedstructureaswellasitsprogrammeand

constitution.

}

Theideaofapartytotakeovertheorganization,

mobilizationandleadingofthemasseswasnotanew

one.InfactallthemeasurestakenthroughthePOPSRC

anditspredecessor,thePRO,inthedirectionoforien

tingthemasses,unifyingtheirranksandefforts,and

involvingtheminthenationalconstructionprogramme

werealldesignedtopavethewayfortheformationofa

revolutionaryvanguardparty.

Onseveraloccassions,from1973to1975,thechair

manoftheSRC,JaalleMohamedSiadBarre,hadpoin

tedouttheneedtopreparethenecessary

pre-conditionsfortheformationofsuchaparty.Accor

dingly,theSRCsub-committeeforsocialandPolitical
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TheCongressadoptedtheprogrammeandconsti

tutionoftheParty(whichwasgiventhenameof"The

SomaliRevolutionarySocialistParty").Italsoelecteda

75-memberCentralCommittee,a5-memberPolitbu

reaufromtheCentralCommitteeanda3-memberCen

tralInspectionCommittee.

Affairswasassignedin1975thetaskofpreparingthe

programmeandconstitutionoftheprojectedparty.

Finally,theSRCdecisiontoformapartyofthenew

typecameinJune1976,andthepoliticalofficeofthe

PresidencyoftheSRCwasgiventhetaskofpreparing

thepartymembership,relyingonitsclosecontactswith

themasses.

Immediatelyafterthis,apreparatorycommitteewas

appointedtopavethewayfortheParty-Foundation

Congress.

Atthisstage,thedifficultquestionaroseofwho

shouldbeamamberoftheParty.Inthisrespect,some

peoplesuggestedthatthePartyshouldbemadeupof

educatedpeoplewhobelievedintheprinciplesofScien

tificSocialism.

Butthiswouldhaveobviouslyresultedinavery

narrowselectionsincethenumberofpeoplewhocould

qualifyonthisbasiswasrelativelysmall.Anothersugge

stionwasthatthepartymembershipshouldberecruited

fromamongthosepeoplewhohadshownasenseof

patriotismandrevolutionaryzeal,andrelianceschemes.

Examiningthematterfromallitsangles,theSRCdeci

dedintheendtoadoptforthissecondsuggestion.

Atlast,thecongressoftheFoundationoftheParty

washeldattheMilitaryAcademyinMogadishubetween

June26to1stJuly1976.Numbering3000,thefounding

memebrsweredrawnfrom82districtsinthecountry's

16regions,andfromvarioussocio-economicorgans.

MostofthedelegateshadbeenselectedbythePOPSRC

fortheirdistinguishedroleintherevolutionarystruggle

andfortheircommitmenttonationaldevelopmentalong

socilaistlines.
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TheSecondstepwastheformationofRegional

PartyCommitteeswhichwereelectedbyDistrictParty

delegates.TheRegionalPartyCommitteehasthesame

structureastheDistrictPartyCommitteeexceptthatit

hasmoremembers(18-24).Almostallthememberofthe

DistrictandRegionalPartyCommitteesareordinary

workerswhodevotepartoftheirtimeforPartyactivities.

OnlytheSecretaryandhistwoAssistantsarefull-time

PartyOfficials.

Next,theformationofPartyunitsandcellswas

tackled.Theseunitsandcellswereformedbothatwor

kingplacesandatresidentialzones.Theunitisestablis

hedwheretherearethreeormorepartymembers;when

theunithas51membersormore,thenitelectsa5

membercommitteewithasecretaryandanassistant,

andthreebranchesdealingwithorganizational,ideolo

gicalandsecretariatmatters.Thecellisformedwhere

thereareoneortwopartymembers.

TheCongressalsoawardedgoldmedalstothe

membersoftheSupremeRevolutionaryCouncilin

recognitionoftheirgloriousroleofcarryingoutthe

Revolutionof21stOctober1969andinappreciationof

theircleanadministrationofthecountryandwilling

transferofpowertothepeople.

TheOrganizerandLeaderoftheRevolution,Jaalle

Siad,whosedistinctiveservicestohiscountryand

peoplewereunequalled,wasawardedbytheCongress

boththeMedaloftheNationalHeroandtheHighest

militaryrankofField-Marshall.Herefusedthelatter

awardsaying,"IhadnotlaunchedtheRevolutioninor

dertogetapromotion."

Initsfirstsession,theCentralCommitteeofthe

SRSPconstituted17PartydepartmentsandControl

Committee.Theseweretoimplementthepermanent

dutiesoftheParty.

WhenthehigherstructureofthePartywascomple

ted,attentionwasturnedtotheconsolidationofitsbase

withtherecruitmentofmoremembersandtheestablish

mentofPartyorganizationsatboththedistrictandregi

onallevels.DistrictPartyCommitteeswereformedfirst.

Theseconsistedof8-9members,andhada3-member

executivecommitteecomposedofthedistrictParty

CommiteeSecretaryandtwoassistants.TheFirstAssis

tantdealtwithPartyaffairs,whilethesecondwas

responsibleforco-ordinatinggovernmentadministra

tivematters.TheDistrictPartyCommitteeiscomposed

offivedepartments:

TheDepartmentofIdeologyandOrganization,the

DepartmentofEconomyandCo-operatives,theDepart

mentofSocialAffairs,theSecretariatandtheDepart

mentofJusticeandSecurity.

16
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THEFOUNDINGOFTHESOCIALORGANIZATIONS
•TRAININGCOURSESFORPARTYOFFICIALS

SincethefoundationoftheParty,greatattention

waspaidtothepropertrainingofthePartycadresand

theraisingoftheireducationallevelsthroughthearran

gementofregularseminarsathomeandtrainingcour

sesabroad.

Ashasbeenalreadymentioned,Youth,Women's

andWorker'sorganizationswereestablishedbeforethe

foundingofthePartythoughnotinacompleteandfully

legalizedform.Congreseswereheldbythesesocial

organizationsin1975and1976whichdiscussedtheir

respectiveorganizationalstructuresandthemeansand

waysofraisingthepoliticalconsciousnessoftheir

cadres,creatingtheirowneconomicresources,intensi

fyingtheirpartecipationinthenationaldevelopment

campaignsanddefendingtheachievementsofthe

Revolution.

However,CentralCommitteewerenotelectedinthese

congressesneitherwereprogrammesnorconstitutions

adopted.Thesehadtowaituntillafterthefoundationof

theParty:

DuringthesecondhalfoftheParty'sfirstyearof

existence,trainingseminarsof20-30daydurationshad

beengivento90%oftheRegionalPartyCommittee

Secretaries,100%oftheFirstAssistantsofRegional

PartyCommittees,100%oftheDistrictPartyCommit

tees,and60%ofthecadresofthevarioussocial

organizations.

Inadditiontothis,allPartymemberswererequired

totakepartinaseven-yearpartyeducationprogramme

inwhichpartyfunctionsandtheprinciplesofscientific

socialismwouldbestudied.

Partymemberswhoseeducationalstandardis

belowtheintermediatelevelwerealsorequiredtoattend

specialschoolsinwhichtheywouldreceivefullinterme

diateleveleducationwithinthreeyears.

Allthesemeasuresdemonstratethefactthatthe

CentralCommitteeoftheSRSPfullyappreciatesthe

needtoavailPartymembersofpropereducationinorder

toenablethemtodevelopafirmgraspoftheteaching

andprinciplesofScientificSocialism.Theeducation

andtrainingofPartymembersareimplementedona

permanentbasissoastocreateenlightenedcadreswho

areabletoleadtheirsocietyonthesocialistroadof

development.

InitsThirdPlenaryMeetingheldon4-16January

1977,theCentralCommitteeoftheSRSPappointeda

preparatoryCommitteewhichwasassignedthetaskof

re-structuringthesocialorganizations.Accordinglyin

1977Youth,WomenandWorkers,congresseswereheld

inwhichconstitutionsandworkingprogrammeswere

adopted,andCentralCommitteestoleadtheseorgani

zationswereelected.

Althoughthesecongresseswereconvenedatshort

noticeandinrapidsuccession,yettheywereconducted

efficientlyanddemocratically.TheGeneralSecretaryof

theSRSP,JaalleMohamedSiadBarre,andthemembers

oftheCentralCommitteeparticipatedintheseexhaus

tingsessions.Thepresenceofdelegatefromsocial

organizationsatthecontinentalandinternationallevels

gaveadditionalimportancetothecongresses.
!
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Consideringthevitalrolethatthesocialorganiza

tionsplayintheorientationofthemassesandtheimple

mentationofthenationaldevelopmentprogramme,

theirrankswerefilledwiththealbestandmostdevoted

people,whileentrustingtheirleadershiptoPartyCom

mitteeorPeople'sAssemblymembers.

FormembershipoftheyouthandWomenOrganiza

tions,onehastosubmitawrittenapplicationasstipula

tedintheirconstitutions.However,inthecaseofthe

GeneralFederationofSomaliTradeUnions,everywor

kerautomaticallyacquiresitsmembershipandisrequi

redtoregularypaysubscriptiontoitsfunds.

THEORGANIZATIONALSTRUCTUREOFTHE

SOMALIREVOLUTIONARYSOCIALISTPARTY

1.TheCongressoftheParty

ItisthehighestorganintheParty'sorganizational

structurewiththefollowingfunctions:

(a)ToapprovethePartyProgrammeandconstitu

tionandtoelecttheCentralCommitteeandthe

AuditingCommittee.

(b)Tohear,discussandfinallyapprovethereports

oftheCentralCommitteeandtheAuditing

Committee.

TheCongressmeetsnormallyonceeveryfiveyears,

butanextra-ordinarymeetingcanbecalledfor.

(a)Itmeetsregularlyeverysixmonths.

(b)ItelectstheSecretaryGeneral,themembersof

thePoliticalBureau,theChairmenofthevari

ousbureausandthemembersofthecontrolling

Committee.

(c)TheCentralCommitteedelieatesthegeneral

policytobefollowedbythegovernmentandthe

socialorganizations;itisalsoresponsiblefor

thePartyinforeignrelationsmatters.

(d)Itapprovesthenominationofcadres

(e)Itisresponsibleforthetrainingofthecadres

(f)Itisresponsibleforthepromotionofpropa

gandaandthepublicationofideological

writings.

3. ThePoliticalBureau

ItisthehighestorganofthePartyintheperiod

betweentwosessionsoftheCentralCommittee.

4.TheSecretaryGeneral

TheSecretaryGeneralistheleaderoftheParty.

5. TheCentralCommitteeBureaus

1

2. TheCentralCommittee.

ItisthehighestorganofthePartyintheperiod

betweentwoordinaryCongresseswiththefollowing

functions:

ThebureausareheadedbymembersoftheCentral

CommitteewhoareappointedbytheCentralCommit

teeafterbeingrecommendedbythePoliticalBureau.

Thebureausareresponsibleforthedaytodayworkof

theparty

6.TheControllingCommittee

ThisCommitteeisappointedbytheCentralCom

mitteeofthePartyandisresponsibleforensuringthe
smoothfunctioningofthePartyorgans.

21
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fHELOWERORGANSOFTHEPARTY

1)TheRegionalPartyCommitteeiselectedevery

threeyearsbyPartydelegatesfromthedistrictsthat

makeupregion.TheRegionalPartyCommitteeis

headedbyitsexecutivebodycomposedofthree

members:

l
a
o

.

a)TheRegionalPartyCommitteeSecretary

b)TheFirstAssistantSecretarywhoischargeof

thePartyaffairs,and

c)TheSecondAssistantSecretarywhoassiststhe

secretaryingovernmentadministration

matters.

1

2)TheDistrictPartyCommitteeiselectedeverytwo

yearsbyPartydelegatesfromthevariouspartsof

thedistrict.ThisCommitteeisheadedbytheParty

DistrictCommitteeassistedbya)TheFirstAssis

tantSecretaryinPartyaffairsandb)theSecond

AssistantSecretaryindistrictadministration

matters.

3)ThePartyUnitiselectedeveryyearinmeetingsheld

bythevariousunitsinthe(a)workingpremises(b)

educationalinstitutions(c)villages,etc.

(i)Iftheunitiscomposedof3-50members,itwill

electasecretaryandanassistant.

(ii)Iftheunitiscomposedof51membersormore,

itwillelectacommitteeoffivemembers:a

secretary,anassistantandthreemembers.

4)PartyCellswith1-2membersarerequiredtocolla

borateandestablishco-operationtieswiththe

nearestunit.
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