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Some New Data Toward Understanding
The Position of Negroes in the U.S. Today

By JAMES ALLEN

The main concern of the
C.P. is to strengthen and
advance the Negro rights
movement, which has come
forward so powerfully, and
to strengthen and advance the
coalition between this move-
ment and labor in the interest
of demecracy, peace and social-
ism. These vital aims should be
served by a reexamination of the
theoretical pesition of the Party,
in the light of the experiences of
the past two decades and present
trends,

Basically, the Communist po-
sition has changed litdle since
1930, when it characterized the
Negro question as a national
question and adopted the pro-
gram of “self-determination for
the Negro mnation in the Black
Belt.” But it has been obvious
for some time that a basic re-
examination of this pesition is
called for by important changes
in the situation of the Negro
people in this country, in the
nature and form of the Negro
right movement, and in its re-
lation o the labor movement.
Important world changes emerg-
ing from World War 11, especial-
lv the successes: of the indepen-
dent movement in the colonial
world, also affect the position. ,

The Communist position when
it was adopted marked an im-
portant advance over existing
approaches in the labor and pro-
gressive movements. Instead of
the simple class approach, or the
race approach, or the “class and
caste” position—each in its time
tending to obscure the real na-
ture of the problem and hinder-
ing the coalition of the Negro
people and the working class
movement—the Communists rec-
ognized the national nature of
the Negro question, defining the
status of the Negro as that of
an oppressed people striving for
freedom. The question was thus
raised to the very center of the
fight for democratic advance
along the road to socialism, with
the most immediate implications
for the fight for democracy in
the South and for Negro-white
unity in the labor movement.
With the new approach, the Ne-
gro question in the United States
was brought within the scope of

the world-wide national move-
ments of oppressed peoples
against imﬁcrialism in the present
era, thus rir.%ing to bear upon
the question the rich experience
and Magzxist-Leninist theory in
this field.

Despite the prevalent Leftist
moods and interpretations of the
time, which resulted in one-sid-
ed and distorted programmatic
conclusions, the national theory
led to a deeper understanding
of the Negro guestion, making
‘possible vital contributions to
the stmggle for Negro rights.
The advauces are lasting and
durable, and continue to serve
as the base for further progress
in both theory and practice.
These may be summarized as
follows:

(1) The identification and def-

inition of the plantation - crop- -

ping system as an economic
remnant of slavery, semi-feudal
in content, and as the source of
the continued rule of white su-
premacy in the South, its con-
tinning economic backwardness
as a whole, and the oppression
of the Negro people. This con-
cept threw new light on histori-
cal development in the United
States and upon strugeles for
Negro freedom in the entire
period since the Civil War., It
supplied specific, concrete mean-
ing to the completion of the
democratic revolution in the
South, with its direct implica-
tions for democracy in the coun-
try as a whole. Tt revealed the
struggle _for Nearo freedom
throughout our history as being
at the heart of the battle for
democratic progress.

(2) The concept of strategic
alliance between the working
class and the oppressed Negro
people was placed in a new and
froitful mammer, which has con-
stantly grown in importance. In
the past, if this question was
handled at all, it was in class
terms only—as alliance betyeen
the workers, the poor and mid-
dle farmers, the urban middle
classes. As a result of the na-
tional approach, the Negro peo-
ple as a whole, in jheir fight for
freedom, are seen as a perma-
nent ally of the working class,
at all stages and phases of the
struggle along the road to so-

cialism. As recent developments
and current events show, this
concept of strategic alliance, if
fully developed by labor in its
battles against monopoly and re-
action can become a powerful
force for progress. Recognition

: of the national content of the

Negro question, and of the pow-
erful democratic drive imparted
by the Negro freedom struggle,
made possible- this concept of
strategic alliance.

(3) A basie, fuller, more fruit-
ful understanding than at any
previous time of the respective

roles of white and Negro work-
ers in the interests of working-
class solidarity, of Negro-white
unity, which proved its worth a
hundred times over in growing
Negro participation in the organ-
ized labor movement and in the
Communist Party. The Commu-
nists, themselyes setting the ex-
ample, played a pioneer and
vanguard role in recognizing the
special problems and demands
of the Negro people, and espe-
cially of the Negro worker, and
by carrying on a constant fight
against white chauvinist infu-
ences in their own ranks. The
Communist initiative on these
matters played an important
role in organizing the Negro
workers into the new industrial
unions of the CIO, in this re-
spect helping the labor move-
ment overcome the great lag
since World War I. The, Com-
munist approach, with its great
emplasis upon Negro rights and
demands and its insistence upon
the white workers taking the in-
itiative in the fight against race
prejudice and Jimerow practices,
also helped the Negro worker
overcome the anti - white and
separatist moods and tendencies
among his people, and to begin
to look for working class lead-
ership in the fight for Negro
freedom. The greatest advances
were made during the decade
of the thirties, the vears of great
economic crisis and popular up-
heaval, when the Communists
were- widely recognized as pio-
neers and indefatigable fighters
for Negro rights throughout the
country. Without this leap for-
ward in boeth theory and prac-
tice, the Communists could not
have played the role they did,
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segregation and diserimination
of Negroes and for the demo-
cratic demands for equal rights
and freedom of the Negro peo-

le.

7. The Communist Party sets
for itself the highest stendards
of brotherly relations between
its Negro and white members,
Within its organization there can
exist no toleration of race preju-
dice and no quota barriers to
the fullest participation and
integration of Negro Communists
in all levels of Party leadership
and in all aspects of its work,
The deliberate manifestation of
anti-Negro bias or racial preju-
dice is incompatible with mem-
bership in the Communist Party.

8. The Commmists bring to
the Negro people’s freedom
struggle their dedicated devotion
to the cause of the happiness
and liberation of mankind from
all exploitation and oppression;
their socialist ideals and ohjec-
tives; their knowledge of the
generalized experiences of man-
kind’s historic freedom struggle;
the methodology and eompass
of Marxist social seience.

9., There is no greater imme-
diate task for the Communists
and advanced workers to fulfill
in connection with the working
class than that of furthering the
bonds of class unity and brother-
hoood between Negro and white
workers, At all fimes' Commu-

nists must stand in the fore-
front of the struggle to smash
every remaining color bar and
anti-Negro prejudice. practice, or
manifestation of racial prejudice
in the trade union and other
working class  organizations.
Communists must always stand
forth as tireless fighters for the
integration of Negro workers on
the basis of full equality in the
life and affairs of the trade
unions. Communists must cease-
lessly work to influence the trade
unions to strugele for full equal-
ity in job rights in all branches
of industry for the Negro work-
ers—in terms of employment,
equal pay for equal work, job
classification, upgrading, train-
ing, and promotion; to put an
end to all racial exclusiveness in
the employment and job classifi-
cation prectices in the industries
and enterprises. Communists
must be oulstanding in influen-
cing and sharing in the comple-
tion of the urgent work of the
labor movement to organize the
millions of unorganized Negro
and white workers—particularly
in the South—into the trade
unions.

Communists must be tireless in
organizing and stimulating the
labor movement and the popular
organizations of dominantly
white membership, to champion
the fresdom demands of the
Negro— yeople and to  render
every r aterial and moral sup-

port to the concrete struggles of
the Negro people for political,
economic and social equality and
freedom from national oppres-
sion, segregation, disfranchise-
ment and diserimination.

The struggle of the Negro
people for equality is an organic
part of the democratic struggle
of the exploited classes and op-
pressed peoples on a national
and world-wide scale. It is a
separate sector but an indivisible
part of the struggle of the work-
ing people of our country and
the world for security, peace, de-
mocracy and freedom. Whatever
affects the fortunes of one sec-
tor, has its consequences upon
the whole front. Correspond-
ingly in so far as progress is
achieved in the general cause of
the strugele for democracy,
peace and economic well-being
in the country as a whole (as
well as on a world scale) to just
such an extent will more oppor-
tune conditions be created for
favoring the triumph of the
strngele of the Negro people for
equality of rights and people’s
freedom, The opposite is no less
true, therefore, Communists in
the Negro /freedom movement
strive to strengthen the con-
scipus participation of that move-
ment with the nationwide and
world struggle for peace, eco-
nomis well being and freedom,

and against war, fascism, pov- . !
= necessity. The real problem we

erty and colonial bondage.

helping open the door to the
significant advances toward Ne-
gro freedom at that time and up
to the present day. It is to the
lasting credit of the Communist
Party that it raised the Negro
question to the center of atten-
tion nationally, projected it bold-
ly into the labor movement, and
made it a sensitive barometer of
democratic progress in America,

(4) The concept of the Negro
people as a nation, entitled to
all the rights, dignity and status
of a free people, with the right
to determine their own destiny,
was an inspiration to Negro and
white alike, a ringing challenge
to all forces of reaction that
wanted to keep the “Negro in
his place.” No matter how sharp
the differences with the Com-
munists over their specific slo-
gan of selt-determination in the
Black Belt, their great and con-
stant emphasis upon the strug-

gle for Negro rights, built a:

sense of achievement and confi-
dence among the Negro people,
and linked the attainment of full
Negro freedom intimately with
demoecratic progress in the coun-
try as a whole, and especially
with the endeavours and aspira-
tions of laboring people for a
new, a‘socialist order of society.

These are the most important
positive aspects of the Commu-
nist position as developed and
maintained oyer the years, none
of which should be deprecated
and a}l of which should be re-
tained and carried forward. The
basie accomplishment in the the-
oretical approach, with its great
practical contributions, was to
place the Negro question in the
context of the national question.
This qualitative advance must
be retained as the basis for the
Communist position, as it 18
amended and adjusted in the
light of experience.

What turned out to be wrong
in the Communist position as
previously developed? The basic
weakness does not lie in the
general idea of self-determina-
tion, a right which the Negro
people are constantly in the
process of trying to exercise.
The basic weakness was in the
programmatic  conclusion, as
summed up in the slogan of “the
right of self - determination for
the’ Negro people in the. Black
Belt.” This proved to be erro-
neous because it projected only
one, course of self - determina-
tion, out of a number of pos-

sible ways, as the only solution.
.of the Negro question. Actual-

ly, developments have shown
that the national movement of
the Negro people is not taking
this course, that is, the attain-
ment of full nationhood within

the common territory eof the old

Black Belt, which was formed
during the period of slavery. Ob-
jective, material conditions, as
well as the course taken by the
Negro freedom movement itself,
project a solution along the
Iines of full and equal rights in
all spheres, without first going
through an intervening stage of
full nationhood within a given
common territory.

At this point it should be
made clear that the Leninist
approach to the national ques-
tion never set up a contradic-
tion between integration and the
right of self-determination. The
ultimate aim is integration. Due
to historic circumstances which
have led to the oppression of
one people by another, to na-
tional enmities, to big-nation
chauvinism, to distrust of the
oppressing people by the op-
pressed people, the stage of na-
tional freedom—that is, the full
right of a nation to choose in-
tegration or separation by exer-
cising the political right of self-
determination—has been recog-
nized by Marxists as a-historical

AUTHOR'S
NOTE

(Author’s Note: The following
remarks are directed toward a
re-examination of our theoretical
position on the Negro question.
They do not pretend to present
a complete hiscussion of the
question. They center on what
I think is pertinent to both a
critique of our previous position
and the attempt to redeﬁne our
position today. The conclusions
contained here about changes in
the Black Belt and the South are
based upon results of a new
study which I summarized and
submitted in a memorandum
dated September 10, 1954, urg-
ing a complete re-examination of
our position in the light of his-
toric trends and current develop-
ments. The last seclion of the
following comments is not an
attempt to define a complete
position, but only presents the
points that seems to me most
important, that need to be em-
phasized, in formulating our
position today.)

face in this respect is whether
the circumstances are such in
this country as to warrant the
perspective of a Negro nation
in the Black Belt seeking to
exercise this right politically, that
is, through first attaining some
form of state entity, on the basis
of which the right of self-
determination can be exercised.
While certain elements of this
type of development have al-
ways been present, and still per-
sist, the main long-range historic
tendency has been and is toward
a direct process of integration.
This does not mean that inte-
gration has been won or assured
anywhere in the U.S.; the battle
for equal rights, which has be-
come so intensive and wide-
spread, characterizes the present
stage of the struggle, which has
integration as its aim, that is, the
attainment of a completely unse-
gregated status everywhere, a
status in which the enjoyment
of all economic, social and polit-
ical rights in no longer placed
in question in any way. The
struggle for democracy in the
South, and especially for the
super-oppressed Negro people in
the South, remains decisive for
the attainment of this goal. And
the attainment of political rights
by the Negroes in the Black Belt
majority areas will create new
pivots of political power for the
Negro people nationally; more-
over, certain political auton-
omies for the Negio people may
emerge within the Southern
states where such majority areas
exist. However, the overall de-
velopment indicates that - the
Black Belt will not serve as a
base for national self-determina-
tion in the sense in which our
previous program envisioned.
The most important material,
objective [actors which affect
this course of development are:
(1) Periodic mass migrations out
of the Black Belt, since the era
of World War I, into the indus-
trial areas mostly in non-south-
ern regions but also in the non-
Black Belt South, have brought
about a significant change in the
geographical  distribution and
class composition of the Negro
people. Today, almost 40 per-
cent of the Negro people live
in non-southern areas (outside
the 12 states through which the
old Black Belt runs), as com-
pared with 15 percent 50 years
ago, while less than one-third
live in the old Black Belt area
as compared with more than
half at the beginning of the
century. (2) This shift of popu-
lation geographically has at the
same time been a shift from
rural into urban centers, from
agriculture into industry. In
1800 only one-fourth of the Ne-
gro people lived in urban cen-
ters, but by 1950 the propor-
tion had grown to 61 percent,
which approached the same level
as for the white population (64
percent). Today there are per-
(Continued on Paze 11)
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haps 2,000,000 Negro workers
in the trade unions. (8) Economie
changes in the South (especially
the shift of the cotton cro
westward, the growth of capital-
ist farming, the growth of
mechanization in  agriculture,
and industrialization) have weak-
ened and reduced the role of
the plantation-cropping system,
the chiet retarding force with
respect to Negro advance and
also with respect to progress and
democracy in the South as a
whole. The sharp drop of Ne-
gro tenant and cropper families
in the Black Belt by almost half
(from 500.000 to 280,000) be-
tween 1930 and 1950 indicates
a corresponding decline in the
old-style plantation, while crops
other than cotton and tobacco
rown on non-plantation type
armsg have become more impor-
tant. . Cotton has ceased to be
king in the old South.

These shifts and changes must
also be seen in their various as-
pects, The mass migrations out
of the Black Belt and the shift
from agriculture into industry
greatly increased the size of the
Negro working class and brought
large masses of Negro workers
into the labor movement, thus
broadening the ground for Ne-
gro-white unity and working
class solidarity. This is the most
powerful factor making for inte-
gration, and is at the base of the
great upsurge of the movement
for Negro rights. But the Negro
workers, as well as the growing
Negro middle classes in the ur-
ban centers, despite significant
progress in these respects, are
victimized and  diseriminated
against, econoniteally, socially
and politically. The continuing
ideology and practices of white
supremacy, although tending to
assume less direct and obnoxious
fornis in the North, still permeate
many sectors of the population,
including the labor movement
itself, not only as a hangover
from the past, but as a product
of imperialism in general and
more specifically as an out-
growth of the special oppression
of the Negro in the South.

The , declining role of the
plantation-cropping system, and
other economic changes in the
South, have resulted in the fur-
ther disintegration of the old
Black Belt as the area of Negro
majority, therefore weakening
the forces retarding Negro ad-
vance and southern progress.
But five million Negroes still live
i the old Black Belt majority
area, about 45 percent of the
population there, half of all farm
operators, and 70 percent of all
tenants and. croppers. Despite
both the absolute and relative
decline of the old-style planta-
tion, and despite certain adjust-
ments of the system, it remains
as a putrid, decadent force, still
essentially accounting for the
Negro coneentrations in the old
Black Belt areas, which remain
predominantly rural and are
still  characterized- by  semi-
feudal, oppressive relations, at
the lowest economic level in the
iation,

It would theréfore be er-
roneous to come to the conclu-
sion that the processes of eco-
nomic and social change have
in fact altered the nature of the
Negro question by removing the
basis of the American economic
and social order for the oppres-
sion of the Negro people. If
this were the case, there would
be no necessily for the struggle
against the oppression of the
Negro people, as a pressing and
special problem of the fight for
democratic progress and social-
ism, That was the basie mistake
made during the period when
Browderism was dominant in
the Communist Party, when it
was said that the right of self-
determination hagd already been

won and exércised along the
road of integration .into Ameri-
can life, This is the battle that
still has to be won, by constant
strugigle against the innumerable
discriminations which actually
exist in all phases of life, and
in the South by uprooting feudal
remnants embodied in the plan-
tation-cropping system and all
its ideological, social and po-
litical offshoots, as the indispen-
sible core of the fight for de-
mocracy. Thus, the Negro ques-
tion remains national in content,
since it inyolves the oppression
of an entire people by a dom-
inant nation, an oppression
which characteristically im-
perialist and from which the
monopoly-planter ruling classes
are able to garnish profits over
and above those resulting from
the exploitation of the white
working people. The fight
against this national oppression
involves basic social changes in
the South which will lead to the
completion of the democratic
revolution, started by the Civil
War and carried forward by
Reconstruction, until its defeat
in 1877. Specifically, this means
the elimination of plantation-
cropping as a semi-leudal left-
over from slavery, which today
continues to serve as the base
for the planter-Dixiecral political
poywer, allied with monopoly cap-
ital, Bt means the attainment for
the Negro in the South of all the
democratic rights guaranteed hy
the Constitution for all Ameri-
ean citizens, and of equal rights
everywhere, on a non-segregated
basis, for jobs, economic ad-
vancement, education, and all
social and political privileges.

The mistake wmade by the
Communists in the 1930% was to
assume that the struggle for full
equal rights, that the fight
against mational oppression of
the Negro, would take the classic
road of the formation of a nation

in the area of Negro majority.-

This position was ~ modified
somewhat in the Resolution on
the Negro Question in 19486,
after “the reconstitution of the
Communist Party. The Resolu-
tion (a) rejected the previous
perspective of a Negro Black
Belt state; (b) recognizing what

had long been true in practice,
it placed the question of self-
determination in the Black Belt
as an ultimate program as dis-
tinguished from the immediate
program, and also left open the
form in which self-determination
in the Black Belt would be
realized, to be determined on
the basis of future development:

‘and (c), placed major emphasis,

in the immediate stage, upon the
fight for equal rights and for
fully representative government.
These modifications were impor-
tant, in the sense that they dis-
carded or subordinated some of
the most incongruous and “Left-
ist” aspects of the program, ul-
though retaining the same cen-
tral  programmatic  approach.
Thus, as the Communist posi-
tion stood in 19486, it was still
based upon the perspective of
the Negro people in the Black
Belt developing in the direction
of full nationhood, with the
solution to. be found in the
realization of the right of self-
determination of the Negro na-
tion in this area. No official
cbange has been made in this
position since 1946, :
Why did the Communist
Party fail to re-examine this
position and change it, m the
face of imporant developments
which moved in another direc-
tion, although there were strong
pressures within its own ranks
to make such a change? In part,
this may be explained by the
fact that Browder revisionism,
with its repudiation of the na-
tional content of the Negro ques-
tion, and the resulting “down-
grading” of the question, aroused
a strong opposition in the ranks
of the Communists to any basic
change from the pre:Browder
position, and resulted- in the
1946 Resolution making changes
only of a partial and transitory
character. But it is necessary
to examine more deeply the
roots of this inflexibility in the
face of real developments which
brought into question the cor-
rectness of the position,

The most important weak-

nesses may be summarized as
follows:

(1) A mechanical, inflexible
and unhistoric approach to both

the theory of the nation and to
the national program. Stalin’s
definition of a nation, in itself
a good one with general yalidity,
was accepted without a full ap-
preciation of the specific char-
acteristics of the development of
the Negro people in the United
States. This was felt in the fail-
ure to recognize that the ele-
ments of nationhoqd vary greatly
in relative importance from one
people to another, depending
upon the specific circumstances
of their history. Thus, with re-
spect to the Negro people in the
United States certain factors fa-
vor the process of direct integra-
tion rather than a line of devel-
opment toward Negro nation-
hood, distingt from the American
nation as a whole, The contra-
dictory nature of this phenom-
enon can be seen especially with
respect to the element of com-
mou- territory, the Black Belt of
the South, which the Commu-
nists considered the “homeland”
of the Negro nation, and the
guarantee of an indispensible
base upon which all the other
elements of nationhood would
mature, and in their sum lead
to the emergence of a free Negro
nation within the United States,
But since the Black Belt, the his-
toric area of plantation-share-
cropping and Negro majority,
existed within the United States
rather than as a colonial posses-
sion, it was directly subjected to
the forces of capitalist develop-
ment ol great expansionist power,
which has lasted well into the
era of monopoly and imperialism,
The remnants of slayery svere
powerful enough to keep this
semi-feudal area almost intact
for a half century after the over-
throw of slavery, against all
kinds of opposing pressures, be-
cause capitalism found sufficient
resources of wealth and man-
power outside the Old South to
assure its rapid development,
Subsequently, however, the Ne-
gro land worker in the South
became an important source of
manpower for industry, and in-
dustrial expansion began to affect
the South itself more directly,
The importance of these factors,
at work oyer an historic period,
can be now seen more clearly.
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In other countries of a colonial
or dependent kind, internal ciap-
italist development and imperial-
ist oppression from the oulside
resulted in the emergence of na-
tional movements leading to in-
dependence, But in this coun-
try the expansion of capitalism,
continuing well into the present
era of monopoly, has had the
effect of partially disintegrating
the Black Belt and its semi-
feudal economy, preventing the
development toward a commaon
economic life for the area, and
drawing ever larger numbers of
Negroes out of the potential
national territory. The result is
that the Negro national move-
ment has developed along other
lines, predominantly in the direc-
tion of seeking a direct integra-
tionist solution,

Other elements of Negro na-
tionality have also favored this
development. No differences of
language set the white and Ne-
gro apart; and both share com-
mon traits of history and cul-
ture, although distinet qualities
also exist. On the other hand,
the principal obstacles to integra-
tion are the still persistent feudal
remnants in the South, and the
white supremacy ideology, fed
by the outmoded plantation sys-
tem and by imperialism.

Separalism has also  been
nourished by the race factor,
which has served to identify the
Negro as an oppressed people.
Among whites, racial prejucice
has hindered and obstructed
working class solidarity and
unity between white and Negro
in all phases of community lile,
Among Negroes, the race factor
has strengthened the sense of
identity as a people and their
solidarity as a people against all
forms of discrimination. While
also participating in  common
endeavors with whites, the Ne-
gro people have tended more
and more to _strengthen their
own organizations, and to build
up their own forces in the strug-

le for freedom. The shuggle
or full rights and equality las
therefore taken on a national
form, in the sense that the Negra
fights as a people, seeking special
guarantees inside and outside of
government that his rights, once
granted, are fully respected and
protected. Essentially, the Ne-
gro  freedom struggle has not
been based upon seeking these
guarantees in nationhood witliin
the Black Belt, although the
struggle for democracy in the
South has always been Dbasic.
These guarantees have been
sought within the framework of
present constitutional rights and
state structures,

The failure to give due weight
to-these specific features led the
Communists to apply the prin-
ciple of self-determination me-
chanically, and therefore incor-
rectly, to a situation that did
not warrant it.

(2) An incorrect approach to-
ward the possibility of continu-
ing capitalist expansion witliin

the United States under condi--

tions qf the general crisis of cap-
italism' played a very important,
role in the formulation of the
Communist pesition on the Ne-
gro question, - This position was
established and developed dur-
ing the great economic crisis of
the 1980%. At that tme Marx-
ists generally shared the view
that capitalism would never
again go through a significant
period of expansion, that (he
recovery from the economic
crisis was, of a “special kind”
which precluded a return to the
level of 1929, In this view,
American capitalism had entered
upon a period of more or less
continuous long-range decline.
Therefore it was assumed that
existing economic relations as
they affected the Negro people
would remain more or less the
same. From this is wias con-
cluded that the relative position
of the Black Belt as of that time
would continue  indeflinitely,
with little change in its internal
structure, with no further mass
migration out of it into indus-
try, with the prospect that this
would lead to the deepening of

(Continued on Page 12)
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all contradictions within/it. The
theoretical conclusion from this
was that the Negro nationhood
would mature in the Black Belt,
and would result in a national
movement along the classic
model. Despite the war-inspired
expansion, which accentuates all
the trends toward disintegration
of the Black Belt, the old view

persisted even after the war, -

when the decline in production
due to reconversion from a war
to a peacetime economy was er-
roneously interpreted by many
as the resumption of long-range
economic decline, and therefore
affected the 1945 Resolution.

This, of eourse, does not mean
that economic crises of severity
will mot recur, with the effect
of retarding and even reversing
for a time the trends which are
altering the relative position of
_the Black Belt. But the actual
changes that have taken place
in the status of the Negro people
as a result of the economic de-
velopment in the South and in
the country as a whole have
shown that the perspective of a
maturing Negro nation in the
Black Belt was incorrect,

As a result of these mistaken
approaches the Communist Party

e

got fixed into immutable posi--

tions, not in accordance with
reality. This is a basic reason,
together with generally prevail-
ing Lelt sectarianism, that the
Party was unable to adjust to the
new upsurge in the Negro free-
dom movement in the postwar
period, and played a relatively
unimportant role in it.

NOTES FOR THE DEFINI-
TION OF THE PRESENT
POSITION

The position of the Negro
people can be defined as that of
an oppressed racial-national mi-
nority, or, as Comrade Jackson
puts it, as a racially distinct
oppressed nationality. This rec-
ognizes the national content of
the question, which has been
established during the course of
historic  development in this
country (slavery, the remnants
of slavery, the incompletion of
the democratic revolution in the
South, the persistence of the re-
tarding semi-feudfal and oppres-
sive factors during the entire
period of inner capitalist expan-
sion in the period of imperial-
jsm). It also recognizes the
special racial factor, As ex-
pressed in white chauvinism,
this has sharpened the oppres-
sive discrimination against the

Negro people, and prolonged it
even as the objective factors giv-
ing rise to it have weakened. On
the part of the Negro people, the
racial factor has deepened and
prolonged their sense of iden-
tification as a people, subject to
the same diseriminations on ac-
count of color,

The characterization of the
Negro people as an oppressed
racial-national minority- (or na-
tionality) also distinguishes their
position from that of other mi-
norities within the country, such
as the foreign-born and Jeswish
people, historically as well as
in the present, for the evolution
of the latter groups has always
been along the lines of integra-
tion into. the ~American nation
as a whole, although certain
.chauvinistic attitudes, on the
one hand, and nationality-type
characteristics, on the other, per-
sist.

The obstacles which have stood
in the way of the integration of
the Negro into the American na-
tion are precisely those associ-
ated with national oppression,
and with the white chauvinism
arising primarily from the speci-
fic conditions of national oppres-
sion are not merely ideological
remnants of the past but are

the concrete, persisting rem-
nants of slavery in the form of
the plantation-cropping System
in the South, which, together
with all its offshoots, has been
the chief barrier to Negro inte-
gration into the American nation
as a whole as well as to the
progress of the South.

The battle for democracy in
the South, the completion of the
tasks of the democratic revolu-
tion left unfinished by Civil War
and Reconstruction, therefore
play a pivotal role in the freedom
struggle of the Negro people.

With respect to long-term
trends, the most important is
the movement of the Negro peo-
ple towards full equality on the
basis of integration into all
aspects of American life. This is
sustained by material, objective
factors of change in the South
as well as by the various subjec-
tive factors, which are expressed
primarily in the greatly expanded
base for Negro-white working
class solidarity and in the inte-
grationist programs put forth by
the Negro freedom movement
itself.

Because of the specific fea-
tures of the national oppression
of the Negro people the develnp-
ment toward integration is not
taking place along the same lines
as for the other nationality
groups within the country. The

(Continued on Page 16)
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pernicious influences and prac-
tices of white chauvinism, in the
first place, and the growing ten-
dency of the Negro people to
retain and strengthen their own
institutions and organizations de-
voted to their interests as & peo-
ple, sustain and prolong a bi-
national situation. Because of the
historical factors and the contin-
uing oppressive  forces, the
process of integration is - pro-
tracted, and is going through
the phase in which the Negro
people increasingly pursue their
aim of freedom by united action
as a people. The special situa-
tion in the Black Belt, especially
in relation to the battle for de-
mocracy in the South and the
need to remove the obstacles to
Negro advance, continues to play
a basic role. The continuing ad-
aance of the struggle for Negro
rights in this region imparts new
strength to the Negro people’s
freedom struggle nationally, and
raises the level of that struggle,
This moyes in the direction of
enhancing the role of the Negro
people as an increasingly im-
portant force in the political life
of the South and of the country
ag a whole.

As trends and potentials in the
present situation indicate, and

taking into account the specific
feature of the position of the
Negro people, it is likely that the
Negro freedom movement for
some time to come will take na-
tional form, although its aims
will remain integrationist. By
this is meant that, even under
conditions of democratic ad-
vance, the Negro people will
continue to seek assurances and

special guarantees that their
rights will be respected and de-
fended. Complete representa-

tion at all levels of government,
from township and county to
state capital and Washington,
will help attain these guarantees
and assurances. But the Negro
people will necessarily also seek
additional safeguards, both in-
side and outside the structure of
the political system and ol gov-
ernment, and not only through
their people’s organizations as
they now exist. Certain current
developments (like the evolution
of the NAACP, the boycott
movements, the national con-
ference, etc.) may lead in the
direction of a kind of congress
of the Negro people, expressing
their aspirations and programs
as a people. Although working
in coalition with labor and other
forces, the Negro is more and
more relying primarily on his
own efforts as a people, and

seeks adequate national expres-
sion for “this.

In reécognizing this situation,
and in supporting the aims and
struggles of the Negro freedom
moyement, the Communist Party
seeks to strengthen and advance
the coalition between the Negro
people and the working class,
1t sees in working class solidarity
between Negro and white, the
base for which has been greatly
extended, the greatest force fa-
voring integration, It sees white
chauyinism whereyer it operates
within the labor and working
class movement as the main ob-
stacle to cementing Negro-white
workers” unity and to the
strengthening of the coalition be-
tween the Negro people as a
whole and labor as a class. Tt
puts forth as a pressing task for
the labor movement the union-
ization of the South, which can
become the driving force of the
battle for democracy in the
South and which can muster the
forces for the decisive defeat of
Dixiecratism, It seeks to de-
velop the coalition of the Negro
people with labor, and its other
allies, along long-term durable
lines, which will assure Negro

i freedom and strengthen all the

forces working for the fruition
of democracy and the attainment
of socialism,

- = E e i i)




	Pages from bulletin-2.pdf
	Pages from bulletin-2-2.pdf

