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Some New Data Toward Understanding
The Position of Negroes in the US Today

By JAMES ALLEN
Tlic main concern of the

C.P. is to strengthen and
advance the Nc^o riglits
movement, which has come
fwward so poweifiiUy, and
to streiigtlien iuid advance tl»e
coalition between this move
ment and labor in the interest
of democracy, peace and social
ism. These vital aims should be
serv'cd by a reexamination of the
theoretical position of the Party,
ill tlie ligiit of the experiences of
the p.nst two decades and present
trends.

Basically, the Communist po-
.sition has changed little since
1930, when it characterized the
Negro qnestiou as a national
question and adopted the pro
gram of ".self-detennination for
the Negro nation in the Black
Belt." But it ba-s been obvious
for some time tliat a basic re-
examination of this position is
called for by important changes
in tlie situation of tlie Negro
people in this country, in the
nature and form of . the Negro
right movement, and in its re
lation to the labor movement.
Important world changes emerg
ing from World War II, especial-
Iv the successes of tlie indepen-
cleut movement in the colonial
world, also affect the position.

TIk; Communist position when
it was adopted marlred an im-
jKirtant advance over existing
approaches in the labor and pro
gressive movements. Instead of
the simple clitss apjiroach, or the
race approach, or the "class and
caste" position—each in its lime
tending to obscure the real na-
Itrre of llie problem and hinder
ing the coalition of tlie Negro
people and the working class
movement—the Communists rec
ognized the national nature of
the Negro que.stion, defining the
status of the Negro as that of
an oppressed people striving for
freedom. The question was thus
raised to the very center of the
fî it for democratic advance
along the road to socialism, with
the most imraecUale implications
for the fight for democracy in
the South and for Negro-white
unity in the labor movement
With the new approach, the Ne
gro question in the United States
was brouglit within the scope of

the world-wide national move
ments of oppressed peoples
against imperialism in the present
era, thus brinmng to bear upon
the question the rich e.xperienc#
and Mafxist-Leninist theor)- in
this field.

Despite the prevalent Leftist
moods and interpretations of the
time, which resulted in one-sid
ed and distai'ted programmatic
conclusions, the national theory
led to a deeper understanding
of the Negro que.stioa, making
•possible vital conb'ibutions to
the stniggltf for Negro rights.
The adx'auccs are lasting and
durable, and continue to serve
as the base for further progress
in both theory and practice.
Tliese may be summarized as
follows;

(1) Tlie identification and def
inition of llie plantation - crop-"
ping system as an economic
remnant of slavery, semi-feudal
in content, and as the source of
tlie continued rule of white su
premacy in the South, its con
tinuing economic batkuardness
a.s a whole, and the oppression
of the Negro ireople. This con
cept threw new light on histori-
c.af dei'dopmeiit in the United
States and iijion struggles for
Negro freedom in the entire
period smce the Civil War. It
supplied specific, concrete mean
ing to the completion of the
democratic rei'okitioii in liie
South, with its direct implica
tions. for democracy in tlie cuuri-
try as a whole. It rei'caled the
struggle . for Negro freedom
tliroiighout our history as being
at tho heart of tlie battle for
democratic progi'oss.
(2) The concept of strategic

alliance tx^tween the working
clas.s and tlie oppressed Negro
people wa-s piacetf in a new and
fniitful manner, which lias con
stantly grown in importance. In
tho past, if lliis tjuestion was
handled at all, it was in class
terms only—as alliance between
tbe workers, the poor and mid
dle farmers, tiie urban middle
classes. As a result of the na
tional approach, the Negio peo
ple as a whole, in their fight for
freedom, are seen as a perma
nent ally of the working class,
at all stages and pliase.s of the
struggle along the road to so

cialism. As recent developments
and current events show, tliis
coiicciit of strategic alliance, if
fully developed by labor in its
battles against monopoly and re
action can become a powerful
force for progress. Recognitioii
of the national content of tlio
Negro question, and of the pow
erful democratic drive imparted
by tlie Negro freedom struggle,
made possible- this concept of
strategic alliance.
(3) A basic, fuller, more fruit

ful uuderstanding than at any
previous time of tlie respective
roles of while and Negro work
ers in tlie interests of working-
class solidarity, of Negro-white
unit)', .which proved its worth a
hundred times over in growing
Negro participation in the organ
ized labor movement and in the
CommunLst Party. The Commu
nists, themselves setting the ex
ample, played a pioneer and
vangiuird role in recognizing tho
special problems and demand.?
of the Negro people, and espe
cially of the Negro worker, and
by carrying on a constant fight
against white chauvinist influ
ences in their own ranks. The
Communist initiative on these
matters played an important
role in organizing the Negro
workers into the new industrial
unions of the CIO, in this re-
sjiect helping the labor move
ment overcome the great lag
since World War I. The, Com
munist approach, with its great
enipiiasis iipou Negro rights and
demiuids and its insbtciice upon
the white workers taking the in
itiative in tlie fight against race
prejudice and Jimerow practices,
also helped the Negro worker
overcome tlie auti - wliite and
.separatist moods and tendencies
among his people, and to begin
to look for working class lead
ership in the Cglit for Negro
freedom. Tlie greatest advances
were made during the decade
of the thirties, the years of great
economic crisis and popular up-
heai'iil, when tlie Commiuiists
were- widely recognized as pio-
ncer.s and indefatigable fighters
for Negro rights throughout the
country. Without this leap for
ward in both theory and prac
tice, the Commimists could not
have played the role tliey did.

COMMUNIST - NEGRO RELATIONS
(Continued from Page 9)

segregation aiid discriiiiinatlon
of Negroes and for the demo
cratic demands for equal ri^ts
and freedom of the Negro peo
ple.
7. Tlic Communist Party sets

for itself tlie highest standaxtls
of brotherly relations between
its Negro and white members.
Within its organization there can
exist no toleration of race preju
dice and no quota barriers to
the fullest participation and
integration of Negro Communists
in all levels of Part)' leadership
and in all aspects of its work.
The deliberate manifestation of
anti-Negro bias or racial preju
dice is incompatible with mem
bership in the Communist Party.
8. The Commimists bring to

the Negro people's freedom
.struggle their dedicated devotion
to the cause of the happiness
and bberation of mankind from
all exploitalion and oppies.sion;
their socialist ideals and objec
tives; their knowledge of thefeneralizetl experiences of man-
ind's historic freedom .struggle,

tiie methodology and compass
of Marxist social science.
9. There is no greater imme

diate task for tJie Communists
and advanced workers to fulfill
in connection with the working
class than that of furtliering the
bonds of class unity and brother-
boood between Negro.and .white
workers. At all times Commu

nists must stand in the fore
front of the struggle to smasli
every remaining color bat and
anti-Negro prejudice, practice, or
manifestation of racial prejudice
in the trade union and other
working class organizations.
Communists must alwiys stand
forth as tireless fighters for the
intention of Negro workers on
the basis of full equality in the
life and affairs of tlie trade
unions. Communists must cease
lessly woric to infiueiicc the ti'iule
unions to strug.i^c for full equal
ity in job riglits in all branches
of iiidustiy for the Negro work
ers—in terms of employment,
equal pay for equal work, job
classification, upgrading, train
ing, and promotion: to put an
end to all racial exchi.sivcness in
tlie employment and job classifi
cation prcctice.s in the iiidnsti'ies
and enterprises. Communists
must be oulstaucling in iiifluen-
cuig and sharing in llie comple
tion of the urgent work of the
labor movement to organf/e tlie
millions of iinorganiz.ed Negro
and wiilte workers—particularly
in llie South-into the trade
unions.
Communists must be tireless in

organizing and stimulating the
labor movement and tJie popular
orgimizalions of dominantiy
white membership, to cliampion
the fre;;dom demands of llie
NegrO'' jienpie and to render
every raitcrial and moral sup

port to the concrete struggles of
tlis Negro people for political,
economic and social equglity and
freedom from national oppres
sion, segregation, disfraiicliise-
ment and discrimination.

Tlie struggle of the Negio
people for equality is an organic
part of the democratic struggle
of the axploiled classes and op
pressed peoples on a national
and world-wide scale. It is a
separate sector but an indivisible
part of the stniggle of the work
ing jicople of our country and
the world for security, peace, de
mocracy and freedom. Whatever
affects the fortiuios of one sec
tor, has its consequences upon
the whole front. Correspond
ingly in so far as progress is
achieved in the general cause of
the struggle for democracy,
peace and economic well-being
ill the country as a ivhole (as
v'ell as on a world scale) to just
such an extent will more oppor
tune conditions be created for
favoring tlie triumph of the
struggle of the Negro people for
equality of rights and people's
freedom. Th,fe opposite is no less
true, therefore. Communists in
the Negro ifreeclom movement
strive to Strengthen the con
scious participation of that move
ment with me nationwide and
world struggle for peace, eco-
nomis well being and freedom,
and against war, fasrisjn, p.Qyr
erty ami colonial bondage.

helping open the door to the
significant advances toward Ne
gro freedom at that time and up
to the present day. It is to the
lasting credit of the Coinmiinist
Party that it raised the Negro
question to the center of atten
tion nationally, projected it bold
ly into the labor movement, and
made it a sensitii'e b;ironieter of
democratic progiess in America.

(-1) The concept of tlie Negro
people as a nation, entitled to
all the rights, dignity and status
of a free people, with the right
to determine their own destiny,
was an inspiration to Negro ,and
white alike, a ringing challenge
to all forces of reaction that
wanted to keep tlie "Negro in
his place." No matter how sharp
the differences with the, Coni-
numbts over tlieir specific slo
gan of self-determination iu the
Black Belt, their great and con
stant emphasis upon tlie strug
gle for Negro rights, built a-
sense of achievement and confi
dence among the Negro people,
and linked the attaimnent of full
Negro freedom intimately with
democratic progress in tiic coun
try as a whole, and especially
with llie endeavours and aspira-
tious of laboring people for a
new. a'soeialist order of society.

Thc.se are the most important
jxisitive aspects of tlie Commu
nist position as developed and
maintained over the years, none
of wliicli sjiould be cleprccatecl
and a)l of which should lie re
tained and carried forward. The
basic accomplishment in tiie the
oretical approach, vviili it.s gieat
practical contributions, was to
place the Negro question in the
context of the national qiicsLioii.
Thb qualitative advance imist
he retained as (he basis for the
Communist position, as it is
amended and adjusted in the
light of experience.
What turned out to be wrong

in the Communist position as
previously developed? Tlie basic
weakness docs not lie in the
general idea of self-determina
tion, a right which the Negro
people are constantly in the
process of trying to e-xcrdse.
Tho basic weakness was in the
programmatic conclusion, as
summed up in the slogan of "the
right of self - delcnninalion for
the' Negro people in the Black
Belt." Tliis proved to be erro
neous because it projected only
one. course of self - delenniiia-
tion, out of a number of pos
sible ways, as the oiil)' solution-

.of the iSjegro question. ."Vctual-
]y, developments have shown
that the national movement of
the Negro people is not taking
this course, that is, the attain
ment of full nationhood within
the common territor)' of the old'
Black Belt, wliicli wa.s formed
during the period of slaver)'. OIj-
jective, material conditions, as
well as the coutnc taken by (he
Negro freedom movement itself,
project a solution along tlic
lines of full and equal rights in
all spheres, without first going
througli an intervening stage of
full nationhood within d given
common territory.

At tliis point it should be
made clear that llie Leninist
approach to the national ques
tion never set up a contradic
tion between integration and the
right of sclf-detevmiiiatiou. The
ultimate aim is integration. Due
to historic circumstances whicli
have led to the oppression of
one people by another, to na
tional enmities, to big-natimi
chauvinism, to distrust of the
oppressing people by the op
pressed people, tlic stage of n;i-
tioiial freedom—that is, the full
right of a nation to choose in
tegration or sejiaration by exer
cising the political right of self-
determination—ha'i been recog-

.. nized by, Marxists, as .aTMstorical
*■ necessity. "The real problem we

AUTHOR'S
NOTE

(Author's Note: Tlie following
remarks are directed tov/ard a
re-examination of our tlieoretical
position on the Negro question.
They do not pretend to present
a complete discussion of tho
question. They center on what
1 tliink b pertinent to both a
critiqiie of our previous position
and the attempt to redefine our
position today. The conclusions
contained here about changes in
the Black Belt and the Soutli are
based upon results of a new
study which I summarized and
submitted in a memorandum
dated September 10, 1954, urg
ing a complete rc-examination of
oiir position in the light of his
toric trends and current develop
ments. The last section of the
following comments is not an
attempt to define a complete
position, but only presents the
points that seems to me most
important, that need to be em
phasized, in formulating our
position today.)

face ill this respect is whether
the circuiastances ate such in
this country as to warrant the
perspective of a Negro nation
in the Black Belt seeking to
exercise this right politically, tliat
is, through first attaining some
form of state entity, on the basis
of which the right of self-
determination can be exercised.
While certain dements of this
type of development liave al
ways been present, and still per
sist. the main long-range historic
tendency has been and is toward
a.direct process of integration.
This does not ine.m that inle-
gration has been won or assured
anywhere in the U.S.; the battle
for equal rights, which has be
come .so intensive and wide-
.sprcivd, characterizes the present
stage of the struggle, which has
integration as its aim, that is, tbe
attainment of a completely unse-
gregrtlcd status everywhere, a
status in which the enjoyment
of all economic, social and polit
ical rights in no longer placed
ill question in any way. The
.struggle for democracy in the
South, and especially for tho
super-oppressed Negro people in
the South,"remains decisive for
the attainment of this goal. And
the attuimnent of political rights
by the Negroes in the Black Belt
majority are.is will create new
pivots of political power for the,
Negro people nationally; more
over. certain political auton
omies for the Negio people may
emerge witliin the Southem
states where such majority areas
exist. However, the overall de
velopment Indicates tliat the
Black Belt will not serve as a
base for national self-dctermina-
lion in tlic sense in which our
previous program envisioned.

The most important material,
ohjeclivo factors which affect
tills course of development are:
(I) Periodic mass migrations out
of the Black Belt, since the era
of World War I. into the indus
trial areas mostly in uon-south-
eru regions but also in the noiir
Black Belt South, have brought-
about a significant change in the
gcographiciit distribution and
class composition of the Negro
people. Today, almost 40 per
cent of the Negro people live
in iion-soutlicni areas (outside
tlie 12 states through wliich tho
old Black Belt runs), as com-
p.ucd with 15 percent 50 years
ago, while less than one-third
live in the old Black Belt area
as compared witli more than
half at the beginning of the
century. (2) This .shift of popu
lation geographically has at the
same time been a shift from
rural into urban centers, from
agriculture into industry. la
1900 only one-fourth of the Ne
gro, people lived in urban cen
ters, hut by 1950 the proi>or-
tion had grown to 61 percent,
wliicb approached the same level
as for the wliitc population (04
percent). Today tliero are per-

(Cdntiiiiicd on Page ill
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frrkm Posa 1 f*k^ Aa<iJ .k.. J. .1 _ t <1 T V(CoDtiiiiiecl from Page 10) won and exercised al h
liaps 2,000.0(f0 Negro workers
in t)ie fratle unions. (3) Economic
changes in the South (e.specially
tliB siiift of the cotton crop
\vestward. the growtJi of capital
ist farming, the growth of
mechanization in agrictilture,
and industrialization) have weak
ened and reduced the role of
the plaiitation-croppiug system,
the chief retarding force with
respect to Negro advance and
also with respect to progress and
democracy in tlie South as a
whole. The sharp drop of Ne
gro tenant and cropper families
in tlie Black Belt bv almost half
(from .500.000 to 280,000) be-
tweeii 1930 and 1950 indicates
a corresponding decline in the
old-style plantation, wliile crops
other tlian cotton and tobacco
grown on non-plantation type
fanns have become more impor
tant. . Cotton has ceased to be
king in the old South.

These shifts and changes must
also he seen in their s'arions as-
pect.s-. The mass migrations out
of the Black Belt and the shift
from agriculture into industry
gi-eatly increased the size of the
Negro ss'orkirig class and brou^t
large masses of Negro workers
into the labor movement, thjis
broadening the ground for Ne-
gio-wlnte unity and working
cla.ss solidarity. Ihis is the most
powerlul factor making for inte-
gi'alion, and is at the base of the
great u[>siuge of tfje movement
I'or Negro rights. But the Negro
wmi'kers, as well as the growing
-Negro middle clas.ses in the ur
ban centers, despite significant
progress in these respects, are
\iclimiv.ed and discriminated
against, ecrmonftcally, socially
and ]jol)tically. The continuing
ideology and practices of white
supremac)% although tending to
.%s.siniie less direct and obnoxious
forms- in the North, still permeate
niiiny sectors of the popidation,
including the labor movement
itself, not only as a hangover
fiom the past, but as a product
of imjTcrlalism in general and
more specifically as an out-
powlh of the .special oppression
of the Negro in the South.
The declining role of the

plantation-cropping system, and
other economic changes in the
South, have resulted in the ̂ -
tlier di.siiitegi-alion of the old
Black Belt as the area of Negro
majority, tlierefore weakening
the forces retarding Negro ad
vance and soulhern progress.
But five inillion Negroes still live
in the old Black Belt majority
area, about 45 wrcent of the
populiitioii tliere, naif of all farm
operatoi's, and 70 percent of all
temints and croppers. Despite
boili the ab.sokite and relative
decline of the old-style planta
tion, and despite certain adjust-
inents of the sy.stem, it remains
as a putrid, decadent force, still
essenlially iiccoimting for the
Negro conceiitratinns in the old
Black Belt areas, which remain
predoniiiianfly rural and are
still characterized- by semi-
feudal, oppressive relations, at
the lowest economic level in the
nation.

It would therefore be er
roneous to come to the conclu
sion that the proce.sscs of eco
nomic and social change have
in tact altered the nature of the

Ncgi'o (jueslion by removing the
basis of the American economic
and .social onler for the oppres
sion of the Negro people. If
lliis were tlie case, there would
he no necessity for the struggle
.against the oppre.ssion of the
Negro people, as a pressing and
special problem of the fight for
democratic progress and social
ism. That was the basic mistake

made during the period when
Browderism was dominant in
the Ciomnumist Party, when it
was said that flie right of self-
dcterniinaliun had already been

ong the
road of intej^ation into Anieri-
can life. This is tlie battle that
still has to be won, by cunslnnt
struj-^le against tlie innumerable
discriminations svhich actually
exist in nil phases of life, and
hi the South by uprooting feudal
remnants embodied in the plan-
tfltion-cropping sy.stem and all
its ideological, .siK-ial and po-
htical offshoots, as the indispcn-
sible core of the fight for de
mocracy. Thu.s, the S'egro ques
tion remains national in content,
Since it involves the oppression
of an entire people by a dom
inant nation, an oppression
which is charncteristicoily im
perialist and from svhich the
monopoly-planter niling classes
are able to gamish profits over
and above those resulting from
the exploitation of tlie white
■wotkiiig people. The figlit
against this national oppression
involves basic social changes in
the South which will lead to the
completion of the democratic
revolution, started by the Civil
War and carrier! forward by
Recousb'uction, until its defeat
in 1877. Specifically, this means
the elimination of pliolalion-
cropping as a semi-feudal left
over from slavery, which today
continues to serve as the base
for the plantcr-Dixiecral political
power, allied with monopoly cap
ital. It means the att.-iininent for
tlie Negro in the South of all the
democratic rights guaranteed hy
the Constitutkm for all Ameri
can citizens, and of equal rights
everywhere, on a non-segregated
basis, for jobs, economic ad
vancement, erhication, and all
social and political privileges.

The mistake made by the
Comnniiu'sts in the 1930's was to
assume tliat the struggle for full
equal rights, tliat the fight
against national oppression of
tlie Negro, would take the classic
road of the formation of a nation
in the area of Negro majority.-
This position was " modified
somewhat in the flesoliilion on
the Negio Oueslion in 1940,
after-the reconstitution of the
Communist Parly. The Resolu
tion (a) rejected the previoiB
perspective of a Negro Black
Belt state; (b) recognizing what

ad long been true in practice,
it placed the question of self-
determination in the Black Belt
as an ultimate program as dis
tinguished from the immediate
program, and also left open the
foim in which self-detennination
in the Black Belt would be
realized, fo be determinerl on
the basis of future development;
and (cX placed major empliasis,
in the immediate stage, upon the
fight for equal rights and for
fully representative governnieiit.
These modifications were imjiov-
lant, in the sense tliat they dis
carded or subordinated some of
the most incongruous and "Left
ist" aspects of the program, al
though retaining the same ceii-
Iral programmatic approach,
Thus, as the Communist posi
tion stood in 1946, it w.i.s still
based upon the perspectis-e ol
the Negro people in the Black
Belt developing in the direction
of full nationhood, with the
solution to be found in the
realization of the right of self-
determination of the Negro na
tion in this area. No official
change has been made in iJiis
ixisition since 1946.

5Vhy did the Communist
Party fail to re-examine this
position and charge it. In the
face of imporant developments
which moved in another direc
tion, altliough tliere were strong
pressures within its own ranks
to make such a change? In part,
tliis may be explained by the
fact that Browder revisionism,
with its repudiation of the na
tional content of tlie Negio que.s-
tion, and the resulting "down
grading" of the question, aroused
a strong opposition in tlie ranks
of the Communists to any basic
change from the pre-Browder
position, and resulted- in tlie
1946 Resolution making changes
only of a partial and transitoiy
character. But it is necessary
to examine more deeply the
roots of tliis inflexibility in llia
face of real developments which
brought info question the cor
rectness of the position.

The most important weak-
ne.sses may be summarized as
follows:

(1) A mechanical, inflexible
and tmhistoric approach to both

the theory of the nation and to
the national program. Stalin's
definitidn of a nation, in itself
a good one with general validity,
was accepted without a full ap
preciation of the specific cliar-
acteristic.s of the development of
the Negro people in the United
States. This was I'elt in the fail
ure to retogiiize that the ele
ments of iiationho'id vary greatly
in relative importance from one
people to another, depending
upon the specific circum.stances
01 their history. Thus, with re-
sjiect to the Negro people in the
United States cer'ain factors fa
vor the process of direct integra
tion rather than a line of devel
opment toward Negro nation
hood. distinct from the American
nation as a whole. The contra
dictory nature of this phenom
enon can be seen e.specially with
respect to the element of com
mon-territory, the Black Belt of
the South, which the Comimi-
ni.sls considered tire "homeland"
of the Negro nation, and the
miaraulee of an indispeiisible
txiso upon which all the other
elenieiif.s of nationhood would
niatiire, and in their sum lead
to llie emergence of a free Negt\)
nation within the United Slates.
But since the Black Belt, the his
toric area of plantation-share-
oroppitig aitd Negro majority,
existed within tlie United States
rather than as a colonial posses
sion. it was directly .subjected to
the forces of capitalist devolop-
inciit (>] great expansionist power,
which ha.s lasted well into the
era of monopoly and imperialism.
The reiiinarits of slavery were
povi'erfnl enoiigli to keep this
.semi-feiidal urea almost intact
for .a half cenlruy after the over
throw of slavery, against all
kind.s of opposing pressures, be
cause capitalism found suflioient
resiniices of wealth and man
power ouf.skle the Old South to
assure its rapid development.
Subsequently, however, tlie Ne-

'gio land ivorker in the South
became an important source of
manpower for industry, and in
dustrial expansion began to affect
the Sou(h itself more directly.
The importance of these factors,
at work over an historic period,
can be now seen more clearly.
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In other counlrie.s of a colonial
or dependoiit kind, inlenial cap
italist development and iniperiiil-
ist oppression from the outside
resulted in the emergence of na
tional movements leading to in
dependence. But in thiii coun
try the expansion of capilallMn,
continuing well into the present
era of monopoly, has had the
effect of partially dlsintegnillng,
the Black Belt and its semi-
feudal economy, preventing the
development toward a common
economic life for the area, apd
drawing ever laiger numbers of
Negroes out of the potential
uatioiial territory. The result is
that the Negro natioiml move
ment has developed along other
lines, predominantly in the direc
tion of seeking a direct iiitogia-
tionlst solution.

Other elements of Negro na
tionality have als'o favored tin's
development. No differences of
language set the white and Ne-
gio apart; and both share com
mon trails of history and cul
ture, altliough distinct qualities
also exist. On the other hand,
the principal obstacles to integra
tion are the still persistent feudal
remnants in the South, and the
white suprem.acy ideology, fed
by the outmoded plantation sys
tem and by imperialism.

Separatism has also been
nourislied by [he race factor,
which has served to identify tlie
Negro as an oppressed peojile.
Among whites, racial prcjuiliee
has liindererl and obstructed
working class solidarity and
unity between white and Negro
in all phases of comivmnitv life.
Among Negroes, the race factor
has strengthened the sense of
identity as a people and their
solidarity a.S a people against all
fomis of discrimination. While
also participating in comrnnn
endeavors witli wliites, the .Ne
gro people have tended more
and more to .strengthen (heir
ou'ii organization.s, and to build
lip their own forces in the strug
gle for freedom. The stniggle
for lull rights and equality lias
therefore taken im a national
fonn, in the sense tliat the Negro
fights as a people, .seeking special
guarantees inside and outside of
government tli.at his rights, once
granted, are fully respected and
protected. Essentially, tlie .Ne
gro freedom struggle has not
been ha.sed upon seeking these
guarantees in nationhood within
the Black Belt, althou^i the
shngglo for democracy in the
South has always been basic.
These guarantees have been
soiiglit within the framework of
present constitutional rights and
state structures.

The failure to give due weight
to tliese specific features led the
Communists to apph' iJie prin
ciple of self-determination me
chanically, and therefore incor
rectly, to a situation that did
not warrant it.

(2) An incorrect approach to
ward the possibility of continu
ing c.apitalist expansion within
the United States under condi-'
tions <^f the general crisis of cap
italism played a very important,
role in the formnlaiion of the
Communist position on the Ne
gro question. Tliis position u'as
established and developed dur
ing the great economic crisis of
the 1930's. At that time M.iix-
ists generally shared ibc view
that capitalism would never
again go through a significant
period of e.xpansion, that the
recovery from the economic
crisis was of a "s()Ocial kiini"
which jirec'hidcd a return to the
level of 1929. In this view.
•American capitalism had entered
upon a period of more or less
coiitiniioas long-range decline.
Tlierefore it was assumed that
existing economic relations as
they affected the Negro people
would remain inore or less the
same. From this is was con
cluded that the relative position
of tlie Black Belt as of that time
would continue indefinitely,
with little change in its internal
slnicture, with no further mass
migration cut of it into indus-
ti'v, with the prospect that tliis
would lead to the deciieuiiig of

(Continued on Page 12)
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'Me/ting Pot' Theory Doesn't Work;
Natioiml Group Work Lacks Scope

BV A NATIONAL
GROUP WORKER

IN THESE United States,
45.000,000 people, or over
25 percent of the popula
tion, belong to national
groups. Immigrants and
their children-comprise die ma-
jovity of die population of great
cities like New York and basic
sections of tlie workers in key
industries in Chicago, Detroit,
etc.

Take a look at New York,
where 2,500,000 foreign-bom
live. You have about two mil
lion Irish, two million Italians,
two million Jews, 500,000 Ne
groes, 500,000 Puerto Ricans
and other smaller groups (Rus
sians. Ukrainians. Poles, Hunga
rians, etc). In New York one
out of every four reads a for
eign-language newspaper.
"Tliere are thousands of na

tional group organizations, with
niillions of meinhcr.s. There are
also niLiny national group labor
coiimn'ttees .and clubs (e.g., the
Jcv Isti Labor Committee ivith
about 500,000 members). Here
are some vital factors:
]) The majority of the nation

al groups are in auto, steel and
other basic industrie?.
2) \Miile the national groups

are shrinking, they are still large
emnigh to swing weight in an
ek'c.'lion, especially in the east-
em states. In 158 ont of 435
congressional districts in the
couiitiy (mainly in big cities)
tliiTi? are 25 percent or more
lii-st^ and second - generation
A:ncricans. These districts are
riTTcsented by 76 Democrats
a!:rl 82 Republican.s in the
House of Representatives in
10.56. Their strategic location
giws the national groups poli
tical power. One bourgeois poH-
Bcian said; "They can sn-ing big
cities like New York and Chi
cago that swing big states that
swing the Presidential elections."
3) Tile combined circulation

of the national group progres
sive press is many times greater
than the Daily Worker. In other
words, yoii have here many
tiiousnuds of workers sympathe
tic to socialism, but not mem
bers of the Communist Party
or the Socialist Pas ty.

•f) In the nationai grousp. as
a result of the disintegration of
tlic colonial system, .there is to-
duv an ever-growing and anti-
Imperialist feeling. Also, in those
gr<iups connected with the so
cialist countries there is an in
creasing sentiment of solidarity
and hostility towards the cold
war directed against their motli-
erliinds. On tiic otiier hand, the
rise of the fascist danger in the
U.S.A. lias led to the sharpening
of nationalist and racist .suppres
sion of the rights of minorities.
PRACTICALLY LIQUIDATED

What is the situation with our
national group work?

During the lust five years our
national group work was prac
tically liquidated. National
group commissions fell apart or
are just not functioning. Pro-
gre.ssive papers folded up, others
are bleeding to death from a
sharp drop in circulation, while
some liuve increased their cir-
ctilaiion.

Wliut are the main reasons?
1) The large-.scale deportation

drive and the McCarthyite hys
teria.

2) The complete abandon
ment of this field by the nation
al and state leaderships. Year in
ami year out a number of jia-
lionai group commissions fought
to le-estabilsh contact with the
Party. Only this year some half-
nipsisiires- were biken: a few
connades were assigiicd, but
they appeared and disappeared
like comets, tra^fened to other
"moi'e importanr fields. Tlie na

tional groups aren't even men
tioned in the Dennis and
Schrank reix>rts. And of coiir.se,
they are not the concern of trade
union sections conrprised almost
exclusively of national groups.
The Daily Worker and Worker
simply ignore the national
OToups. For example: the DW
didn't even report about certain
deportation cases, while otiier
non-Mai-xist iMpers did.
3) The existence of strong

'left" sectarianism in the nation
al groups, expressed as follows:
a) Overemphasis of left centers,
which became tire substitute for
work in the mass organizations,
the unions and the Party. Thus,
it was impossible not to get iso
lated from the national group
workers and their allies. This
also led to the liquidation of the
Party's vanguard role aird the
Party itself, Tbis is a main fac
tor for the appearance of bu
reaucratic methods of ieadersliip
on the part of the commissions.
And naturally the left centers
became ghost centers, b) The al
most exclusive concentration of
work among the foreign-horn
and the abandonment of the nu-
tive-bortr. c) The "old country
first" theory which reflects the

tendency existing among the old
itmnigrants, who came here
"temporarily." This led to a
gross underestimation of the
American people's life and strug
gle, of wliich the national groups
arc part and parcel.
Why were the national groups

abandoned completely?
Is it because of the "difficult

ol)jec'ti\e situation?" That, of
toiivse, is one reason. But to pre
sent this as the sole reason
means accepting the inevitability
of a ]»iiicky retreat—an under-
e.sliination of the people's dem
ocratic strength.

Is it because the national
groups liave already been swal
lowed up by llie "melting pot"
o( "lOO percent Americanism?"
To agree to this would be out
right nonsense.

'llie national groups, while
shrinking in sizp, are here- to
slay lor quite a long time. They
still are special groups of Amer
icans, united by distant national
characteristics (language, tradi
tions. culture, religion, customs,
and mixed national psj'chologi-
cal make-up). On diis ba.sis a
rich national group life and ac-
li\ilies have been developed.
Ntnvspapers, Uieatres, television

shows, literature, schools, all
kind of organizations with mil
lions of members, nationality
group committees and clubs in
the labor inoveinent, etc.

NEW CHARACTERISTICS

But tlie national groups have
developed new cluiraclerlstics.
No longer does the first "foreign-
language" generation predomin
ate. The feeling of being tem-
fiorarily in tlie U.S.A. has large-
y receded. The Engllsli-lan-
guage press of tiie national
froups is expanding. Native-
om are being elciatcd to lead

ership in organizations. They
tend to unite their forces to sur
vive as national groups. The
McCarranite nationalist and ra
cist attacks have increased the

tendency towards unity among
and within eacii group. The con-
scrvative-led organizations par
ticipate more and more in the
struggle for equal rights, politi
cal representation, cultural sur
vival and against colonialism.
These are not signs of dealli.

In our Parly the national
question in the U.S.A. was re
stricted to the Negro nation in
the Black Belt and the Mexi-
Ciui and Puerto Ricau minorities.

mism

New Data on Negro Question
(ConHnued from Page 11)

all contradictions within.it. The
theoretical conclusion Ironi this
was that the Negro nationhood
would mature in the Black Bell,
and would result in a national
movement along llie classic
model, Despite tlie war-inspired
expan.sion,"which accentuates all
the trends toward disintegration
of the Black Belt, the old view
persisted, even after the war.
when the decline in production
due to reconversion from a war
to a peacetime economy was er
roneously interpreted by many
as the resumption of long-range
economic decline, and therefore
affected the 1945 Resolution.

This, of course, does not mean
th.it economic crises of severity
will not recur, witli the effect
of retarding and even reversing
for a time the trends which are
altering the relative position of

, the Black Belt. But tlie uctiml
changes that have taken place
in the status of the Negro people
as a result of tlio economic de
velopment in the South and in
tlie country as a whole have
shown that the perspective of a
maturing Negro nation in the
Black Belt was Incoriect.

As a result of these mistaken
approaches the Communist Party

got fixed into inimutablo posi--
tions, not in accordance with
reality. This is a basic reason,
togetiier with generally prevail
ing Left sectarianism, that the
Party was unable to adjust to tlio
nciv upsurge in the Negro free
dom movement in the postwar
period, aiid played a relatively
uniiiipurlunt role in it.

NOTES FOR THE DEFINI
TION OF THE PRESENT

POSITION

Tlie position of the' Negro
people can be defined as tliat of
an oppressed racial-national mi-
norilv, or, as Comrade Jackson
puts it. as a racially distinct
ojipresscd nationality. This rec-
ogiiizes the national content of
the question, which has been
established during the course of
liislorio development in this
cnuntr)' (slavery, the remnants
of slavery, the incomplction of
the democratic revolution in the
South, the per.sis^nce of the re
tarding semi-fciiMl and oppres
sive factovs during the entire
pcriori of inner capitalist expan
sion in the jreriod of imperial
ism). It also recognizes the
special racial factor. As ex
pressed in white chauvinism,
this has sharpened the oppres
sive di.scriinination against the

This led to discarding the na
tional groups (Italians, Poles,
Irisfi, etc.) siirca they are another
foi'in of the national question,
different from the Negro nation,
different from the Mexican and
Puerto Rican national minorities.

This Is a bourgeois nationalist
position. It takes for granted
. tiiat tlie national groups have al
ready died out. It is an expres
sion of the "melting pot" theory
thai still iniltiences large seg
ments of our Party. This is alien
to Marxism-Leninism. So is the
position that many of our com
rades in the national groups
take: the bi.iilding of an artificial
Cliinese wall between tlieir
group and tiie struggles of the
American people.
To revive our work among the

national groups I propose:
1) That we broaden oui- scope

on the national question in the
U.S.A. and include tlie national
groups. This should be included
in the draft resolution.
2) National groups commis

sions should be represented In
the Party Convention.
3) E.stablish new commissions.

Clarify their role. Strengthen the
existing commissions by shilt-
ing tlie main emphasis in their
composition from the left cen
ters and papers towards the
trade unions, ruas.s org.mizations
and native-born. Estabh'sh a Na
tional Groups Commi;ssion of
tlie National Committee.
4) Industrml sections must as

sign comrades for national group
work. State and County com-

■ inittecs should establish national
group sections and branches.
5) The Marxist pres.? should

•discover tiie national groups and
minorities.

6) End the one-sided evolu
tion of cadres in tlie Party. Draw
boldly new cadres from national
groups.'

7) We must see, above every-
tliing else, that national group
work is an important auxiliary
means of an effective industrial
concentration policy, a means
to improve the CLASS composi
tion of the Party. Today's com-
pttiition—rnainly middle class-
is a deadly danger to the Party,
the main source of "left" and
right opportunism, a fountain
of factionalism, the main cause
(in the last analysis) of our iso
lation from the working class
and the poor farmers.

Negro i>eople, and prolonged It
even as the objective factors giv
ing rise to it ba\ c wcakciiecl. On
tlie part of the Negro people, tlie
racial factor has dcejx'iied and
prolonged their sense of iden
tification as a people, subject to
the same discrimiimtions on ac
count of color.

The characterization of the
Negro iieople as an oppre.ssed
racial-national minority- (or na
tionality) also dlstingiilslies tlicir
po.sition from tliat of other mi
norities within tlie country, such
as the foreign-born and Jewish
l>eople, historically as vs'ell as
in the present, for the evolution
of the latter groups lias alwax's
been along the lines of integra
tion into, the -Aniericau nation
as a whole, nltiiongh certain'

'Chauvinistic attitudes, on the
one hand, and nationality-type
characteristics, on the otiier, per
sist.

The obstacles which have stood

In tlie way of the inlegvation of
the Negro into tlie American na
tion are precisely those associ
ated with national oppression,
and with the wlitle cnaiivinism
arising primarily from the speci
fic conditions of national oppres
sion are not merely ideological
remnants of the past but are

the concrete, persisting rem-,
nants of slavery in the form of
the plantation-cropping system
in tlie South, which, together
with all its offslioots, has been
the chief barrier to Negro inte
gration into the American nation
as a whole as well as to the
progress of llie South.
The battle for democracy in

the South, the completion of the
tasks of the democratic revolu
tion left unfinished by Civil War
and Reconstruction, therefore
play a pivotal role in tlie freedom
struggle of the Negro people.

Witli respect to long-term
trends, the most important is
the movement of the Negro peo-Ele towards full equality on the
asis of integration into all

aspects of American life. This is
sustained by material, objective
[actors of change in the South
as well IIS by the various subjec
tive factors, which are expressedErimarily in the greatly expanded
ase for Negro-white working

chtss solidarity and in tlie iiite-
grationist programs put forth by
the Negro freedom movement
itself.

Because of the specific fea
tures of the national oppression
of the Negro people the develop
ment toward integration is not
taking place along the same lines
as for the otlicr nationality
groups within the country. The

(Continued on Fngo lO)
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Draft Resolution and Present Problems
{Con(>uiic<t (roni Page 1)

firDtiiiiiciil posiliiMi in tlic Rcso-
iiliijiT uihI tievelopt'd fully. Our

-fdhire as a Parly depeads on
wliefhec-Ave draw al! the coa-
cliisions theoretically and in ac
tual application to life, from this
section of the Resolution.

Recent e\'cnt.s in Hungary and
Poland have !>rought these ques
tions to tJie fore in a most di~a-
inatic fashion. There is BO
clinilit in my mind that in for
mer )'eavs we would have had no
tiinible in "analyzing" these
events. We would simply liave
supported the position of the So
viet Lhiioii. Just as we did at
t!u! time of the Soviet break
with Yugoslavia.
But today the maiority of the

National Committee is refusing

to t.ake this "simple" approach.
In line with the recognition of
past mistakes by the Draft
Resohtlion, we are trying to

give an cvalu.ation of events in
Kasteni Europe based on our

own analysis, and when we feel
justified take up a critical atti
tude t« tlie actions of Commu
nists in other countries, including
Soviet Communists. Some say
this is a departure from interna
tional working class solidarity.'
But that de[)ends on what is
meant by this tcnn. In my opin
ion, (his important concept has
for loo long and widr great detri
ment to the cause of Socialisni
been gis'cn a narrow and incor
rect ineaning—and to this day
some people insist that any criti
cism of the policies or tactics of
the Soviet C. P. constitutes a
vioblion of international work
ing class sulidarit)'. ! maintain
that tliis is false. Li fact blind
.support of Soviet policy when it
runs counter to the interests of
Socialism constitutes "an ahniid-
oiuueut of this principle.

Likewise the vrrong and
barmrul policies dcpeloped dur
ing later years of tlie St.ilin
Ic.rder.ship, especially as it was
espi'Pssed in relation to other
Sociali.st countries and Commu

nist iMrlies constituted an out
right renunciation of the rc.il
tmUent of international working
class solidarity.

'I'o the extent that the pres
ent leadcrsliip of the C.P.S.U.

■ relfises to break clearly with the
poRcios and practices of Stalin,
they aie comimimding tliese er
rors and hriiiging about conse
quences most harmful to inter
national woj'king class solidarity.

S(nne people say that we are
prr>posing the abandcBuneut of
Mat'xisin-Lenioisin. Here again
we must be mo.se specific. In
till of my e.xperience in the Party
we were never really free to
use the scientific method rvhich
is the heart and essence of
Marxism-Leninism. Whenever
American Communists individu
ally or collectively attempted a
creative approach to problems
by the use of tlie science of
hiavxi.sm, they invariably ran into
the stone wall of the reqiiire-
nvools to conform to the cou-
clii.siim.s of Soviet Marxists.

While we kept saj'ing Mar.x-
istn-Leninism is no dogma, it
should be enriched by conclu
sions drawn from new experi
ences. etc.. in practice, the initia
tive for changing any "Marxistfiiopositioii" was solely reserved
or the Comimmist Parly of the
Soviet Union. The acceptance
of- any innovation proposed by
the Communists of any other
country including our mvn was
conditioned by how Soviet Marx-
isl.s would react to the innova
tion. This lias been the essence
of the dead hand of dogmatism
that has plagued our movement—
we propo-se to break with this
kind of Mar.xism-Leninism.

In attempting to build the
mos'ement for Socialism in the
United States, we propose to
utilize fully the science of so
ciety as dei'eloped by social
scientists from Marx to tliis day.
We also propose to examine

-• ptopositiotB' promulcated by

M.n.xisLs ill other jierifKls to ro-
tain wliat is aiiplicabie and to
discard what in our iipiniuit is
not valid ami ha.s become harm
ful if retained, We hope to en
rich the science of social change
on the basis of our concrela ex
aminations and exiierience.
Our bureauciatie system of

organization is very closely con
nected with these basic policy
questions. In the ab.seiice of a
scientific approach to theoiy and
iiidepeiideiice of judgment there
can be no democracy in an or
ganization of Marxists, Under
these couditioiis it is really un«
derstanduble why Deiiiocralie
UeiitralLsm became CENTRAL
ISM. It is also luider.standiiblo
why all Parly leaders to a larger
or lesser extent hecaiiie bureau
cratic a.i well as I'ictims of
blireaiictacy.

It is no accident that the
Rc-solution drops the expression
Democr.atic Centralism. Tliis ex
pression has bccrrme identified
with a system of organization
whicli stifled democratic expres-
sIoD, winch penalized and in
many cases drove out of the
Party comrades who sought ev'en
ill a iitiiiled way to diallenge
the very policies that led to the
present crisis. It Is most imfor-
timate that some comrades who
ill tlie pa.st several years have
been most prominent in urging
the Party to make the necessary
changes are now on the outside
of the Party and that many
otliers have been so treated as to
lend them to lose confidence in
the Party's ability to make the
drastic chaiige.s required for its
' recovery.

The Resolution makes a be
ginning in .siielliog out a new
altitude to imicr Parly democ
racy, ail altitude wliich will dis-
caid the old formulas of "Demo
cratic Ccntralisin," "Monolithic
unity and iron discipline," and
replace them with a system of
organization correspoiiding to
tlio proposed basic changes in
policy. This new system of or-
pniznlioii will be developed
Iiirthar in liic Draft Constitution.
(I hope to coininent in its con
crete "aspects ill a later article.)
Some comrades are of the

opinion that liie guarantee of
basic change cannot be achieved
unless the Party cli.inges its
form of organization to a non-
elcctoral political organization
and changes its name so as to
delete the word Comnnuii.st. I

do not .share this' view.

I believe that the basic
changes in our Party which are
urgently needed and decisive are
tliose having to do with the
content of onr policies. The
form of onr organization, iin-
poriunt as that is, can be.st be
worked out on the basis of the
decisions of the Convention on
policy. TJie Draft Resolution
propose.s that a program com
mittee lie elected at the Con
vention to draft a Parly program.
This program will be h.ised not
only on the present discussion
and decisions of the Convention
but will go mndi deeper into
theoretical questions. It will be
the test of our .ihility to apply
Marxism-Leninism to the reali
ties of American life. It is this
program timl will have to spell
out concretely new propositions
as well a.s our attitude to many
pvoisosilions which we have
hitherto accepted but now con
sider either incorrect or ohseletc
or inapplicable to our conditions.

It seems it) me entirely prema
ture to give up tlie electoral elinr-
acter of our organization before
we have had tlie chance to work
out a Party program. On the
contr.iry I am convinced that in
the process of working out the
program we will come to the
conclu.sioii that it is essential to

retain our electoral character,

Furtlieimore; tlie proposal to
change tlie form of our organiza
tion at this Convention gii'e.s rise
to: fears amonpt sections of our
mcnihcrsliiii tliaf' in bdditibi'i tb

the changes iii policy which we
are plainly projccliiig the diiinge
in fomi is designed to open tlie
w.xy for liquidating (he e.ssential
features of an Aanericuii Marxist
Party. When the question of
form will be disciused in con
junction with a proposed Parly
program such fears will lose all
basis and tlie question of form
of organization will be discus.sed
fully on its merit.s.
As to the question of name,

I do not belie\'R that we should
change our name on Ilie ground
of "uvainatiziug ba.sic changes"
as some say "Because the name
is discredited," Rather we should
change tlie name if by doing so
we can help the Parly lueak
out of iLs isolation and help it
overcome its present status of
virtual illegality in the trade
unions and muss nrgaiiizatioirs.
I am impressed witli the argu-

Tuent made by many comradiis
during these weeks of discus
sion that as a re,stilt of our basic
change,s in policy many workers
in trade uiiioirs and at least some
leaders would want to remove
the bars that now keep our com
rades from enjoying the full riglit
of union membership, including
the right to hold uiiiun office. The
argument is made that as long
as we retain our pre.sent iwmo
irrespectii-e of our basic cliange.s
in policy these workers and lead
ers caruiot overcome constilii-

«8r

tional provisions which bar mem-
bers of the Communist Party
from liolding office. These and
similar arguments are very
worthy of consideration by the

present discussion and by the
Cionveiilion; if proven valid they
would constitute in my opinion
good and sufficient rea.soii for
changing the name of our Parly.

New Data on Negro Question
(Continued from'Page 12)

jrernicious influences and prac
tices of while cliauviiiism, in the

first place, and the growing ten
dency of the Negro people to
retain and strengthen their own
institiilioas .incl organizations de
voted to their iuteresLs as a peo
ple. sustain and prolong a hi-
national .situation. Because of. the
historical factors and the contin
uing oppressive forces, the
proce.ss of iiitegiation Is pro-
tnictesl, and is going through
the phase in which the Negro
people mcrea.siiigly pursue their
aim of freedom by imiled action
as a people. Tlie special situa
tion in the Black Bolt, especially
in relation to the battle for ile-
mocracy in the South and the
need to remove the obstacles to
Negro advance, coniiimes to plav
a basic role. The contioiiing ad
vance of the struggle for Negro
rights in this region imparts new
streiigtlr to tlie Negio people'.s
freedom struggle nationally, and
raises the level of that struggle.
Tliis moves in the ilirection of
enhancing the role of the Negro
people as an increasingly im
portant force in tlic political liie
of the South and of the country
as a whole.

As trend.s and polential.s in the
present .sitiinlion indicate, and

taking into account the specific
feature of the position of the
Negro people, it is likely that the
Negi'o freedom movement for
some time to come will take na
tional foim, although it.s aims
will remain integiationist. By
this is meant that, even under
conditions of democratic ad
vance, the Negio people will
continue to seek assurances and
.special guarantees that their
rights sviU be vesivected and de
fended. Complete repre.senla-
tion at all levels of governmeiil.
from township and county to
stale capital and Wasliiiigloti,
will help attain these guarantees
and assurances. But tlie Negro
people will neces.sarily also seek
additional safeguards, botli in-
.side and outside the stiiicliire of
the political system and of gov
ernment, and not only through
their people's organizations as
they now exist. Certain current
developments (like llie evnliition
of the N.AACP, tlie boycott
movements, the national con
ference, etc.) may lead in the
direction of a kind of congres.s
of the Negro people, expressing
their aspirations and programs
as a people. Although working
in coalition with labor and other
forces, the Ncgi'o is more and
more relying priiniiriiy on his
own efforts as a people, and

seeks adequate national expres
sion for this.

In recognizing tlii.s situation,
and in'supporting the aims and
struggles of the Negro freedom
movement, the Communist Party
seeks to .stvengtlieu and advance
the coalition between the Negro
people and tlio working class.
It sees in working class solidarity
between Negro and wliite, the
base for whicli has been greatly
extended, tlie greatest force fa
voring integr.ition. It sees white
chauvinism wherever it operates
within the labor and working
class movement as the main ob
stacle to cciiientiiig Negro-while
workeis" unity and to the
strengthening of the coalition be
tween the Negro i>cople as a
whole and labor as a class, It
puts forth as a pressing task for
the labor movement the union
ization of the South, which can
become tlie driving force of the
battle for democracy in the
South and wlilcli can muster the
forces for the decisive defeat of
Dixiecratism. It seeks to de
velop the coalition of the Negro
people with labor, and its other
allies, along long-term durable
lines, which will assure Negro

' freedom and strengthen all the
forces working for the fruition
of democrac)' and the allninment
of socialism.
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