The Workers' Parily of America
By Israel Amter.

The history of the revolutionary movement of America is
a4 siory of immer conflicts, of persecution by the Government
and coustant struggles 1o gain contact with the working class and
organize it for fight against the capitalist class and for
confrol of State s

When, in r 1921, the Workers’ Party was formed
out of the Communists who withdrew or were expelled from the
Socialist Party in 1919, and other Left elements that remained
in the S.P. for a longer period, the Communnists eagerly entered
the Workers' Party, using it as an instrument 1o carry out the

instructions of Communist International 1o peneirate
the masses.
The Communists lacked experience in this kind of work

party that was {o enter into the daily struggles of the workers.
A party that regarded the trade wions as the most
powerful weapons that the workers possess and therefore as
orgamizations that they, as Communists, must enfer and seek o
molm;o:iu. i
: t a year of experience

how to mangzuvre in how
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. This work has been done despife the reaction that rei
in the country. But this reaction affected not only lhe’el :::d
muaists and the militants in the trade unions. The conservaiive
workers have felt the arm of the law, the club of the policeman
and the revolver of the private guard. The vicious aftack on
the working class of America through the Daugherty injunction
opened the eyes even of Samuel Gompers, who declared thay {he
railroad kings did not need an atiorney, for the “Attorney
General of the United Stafes is acting as their attorney”. ‘This
also dqmnslralegi to #tic workers thaf their open and bitfergst
:mo?n); :s“t’he c;plga!xst government. The result was open DpOsi-
ion to the administration, and the defeat 5 icar
Party ’;_t the last elections. * Gl of the Repuliican
rue, this was not a conscious revolt against the capifali
system. The workers of America are stillL lf]ar [::mtldp‘u"l‘:xlgf
conscioustiess, Despn.c his intemperate atfacks on the govers-
ment and his denunciation of the capitalist regime, iamué
Gompers was able to return (o his general eulogy of things as
:he are_,t :;nd to the usual appeal for harmony between ‘fabor
h?s w?psl.a, without the workers recognizing ihe treachery of
ut a growing instinctive solidarity of the workers, b
the Communists close fo the trade umion movement, r;‘her%,(g::f
gleeu:mts inted out the reasons why they, the Communisis, had
and were bemf attacked, and that the militant workers
were being attacked for the same reason—for conducting a fight
:g;g:tth; ebeg'r‘::dmy mcap(t:ullsls. .'fbe result has been grealer
1 the Comm i J
Py nrv t. unists and rank and file of the
he last convention of the Workers’ Parly served
settle two questions: the conflict within the Par{y, ::ld tihw)
determination of the work lmog% the masses. In view of the
agenda that the Executive Commitiee presented o the Convention
It was realized that the Workers Party was to become the leader
in most of the revolutionary work that a Communis Party has
to perform. It was seen that it was only a question of time and
circnmstance as fo when the Workers’ Parly would be the sole
moi}:xtg::{y'orga?num :ellml:: the country. Thus was settled
$ e, i i i
o T at ruhg B 2 :lni{atnons of the convention showed
mber 25, 1922 was the beginning of a new era i
the 'e:evolutxonuy movement of America, Aﬁhough the 50'3dlff
a pmlwmnmi;ﬁntededawp:;ly ’?nk in membership—about
gﬂ 000 . :
oo Ao X (':llerParty. a lervor to do the important

The Party adopted a Communist P
Parly had called ilm a communist pnri“,)gll;laeminozlr‘ah:‘% ::::
year before was most unsatisfactory, {; was an attempt to
create a document that would express communist doctrine and
‘et ‘Koted lh_e.younﬁepnny from molestation if not suppression,
'y“ : m:ntborgtm. Program of this year is fully in keeping
= requirements of the Communist ‘International, and con-
fnm‘:al, keen analysis of American “democracy”, the greatest
n any country of the world. It is a realistic document
and deals with the problems confronting the workers.
in anch}: tr The Wl:ttc 4o ‘
i ountry. s’ Party of America is tha i
'u:k:mna. ¥l'he Workers’ Part‘v left no doubt h‘:‘the tni‘:x‘;iuz
d or‘!oe as fo its relation fo the CI It program states
clearly: “The leadership in the international struggle which
arouses fear inmtheme h::lm O'l -, iy - "leadenlupm‘d e
of the Communist lc:tgmﬁo.n:l. e\grelrlye Workers' Pas declares
::d nmt‘hy with the Einciqh of the Communist International,
“th&e 8 against American capitalism, the most
mwaﬁq nafional groups, under the inspiration of the
denlug of the Communist International”.
Thu\lunpmgrw_ﬂhatcouldnothnmld all

the revolutionary groups in the country. The
mtee:fhthev ’ Part hadlent‘ryddeg;mlothlVCu-
P was taking its pla K g mmmml? ties of
pd g ce among the parties of the
But the convention realized that ctical 1
t.:;dermlldeol lyudorgmueh%m 2
udna‘ g muhedmymwﬁemm

dpeaking.

fruitful field for the propaganda of the WP, The WP will form

the left wing of the L ind wi
wilt carry on its work for revolutionizing it.

r Party, and within the Labor Party

The convention emphasized the necessity of permeatin

the trade unions with Communist ideas, The frade unions o
America are to a great extent under reactionary leadership.
Not only are the leaders men of no perspective, but like all
veactionaries, they are bureaucrats who seek power but refuse
to lead the workers into the strugile against the capitalists,
because it means suffering, The fig

wiions is on. The Workers Party endorses the principles of the
Red Iniernational of Labor Unions and ccoperates very closely
with the Trade Union Educational Leagua.

t for control of the trade

Fhe formation of the left wing in (he trade unions, and

the light for the amalgamation of craft unions info indusirial
uniqns, depend upon ihe ability of the WP membership. Despite
all impediments, the Commuuists have acquired great influence
in the unions and today are the most intrepid and far-sighted
leadegs that the American movement has.

The difficulty of the Party’s work in the unions is increased
mapifold by the polyglot membership of the l’artg'. Of
ihe nearly 20,000 members, only 1.500 to 2000 are Englishs
All the others speak ‘and understand English to a
greater or lesser extent, but work chiefly among workers of their
own language. When it is realized that the Party has members
speaking 18 languages, most of whom are organized in federa-
lions of their specitic language; and that trade union meelings
are conducted primarily in English, one appreciates the diffi-
culties that the }’ariy has to overcome. In addition, the entrance
fee in some unions is quite high; in others, the “books are
closed” which means that the union will not accept any more
mentbers in order to have job control, ie. a monopoly of
the work.

The overwhelming majority of the United Mine Workers
are foreign-born; this is also true of the workers in the needle
trades, the packing industry and steel industry. There are
inasses of foreign-born workers, organized and unorganized, in
the trausport industry. The task of the Communists will consist
in organizing the foreign-born in close cooperation with the
Anerican-born and naturalized elements and thus create a
united front of the working class.

Already he Chicago Federation of Labor, the Minnesola
State Federation of Labor, the Farmer Labor Party, and the
Trade Union Educational League have consented to cooperate
with the Workers Party. The leaders of the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers have given their approval. There is no doubt
“that, eiﬁwr from above or from below, through the rank and file
of the trade union movement, there will be created a widespread
movement among the alien population of the United States.

The Communists have taken a realistic view of the pro-
blems before them, The workers are beginning to understand
that the Communists are also workers, and that they are being
attacked because of their militaucy and courage, These two
qualities are highly rated in America. As unilinching fighters,
the Communists will push info the front rank and strike terror
to the hearts of Samuel Gompers and his crew.

IN SOVIET RUSSIA

The Tasks
of the Russian Communist Parily

The 12th Party Convention on April 15. 1923,
By G. Zinoviey.

I
4 “Whai is the new economic policy 0. the Bolsheviki—eva-
lution or lactics? Thus has the questicn been formulated by
" the followers of the party of the “Smena Vekh' (that sectiou
of the bourgeois emigranis which has aided the Soviet govern-
meat of late years from national motives. Ed.)
" The enemy {ells the class truth by pointing out the
danger threatening us. The enemy endeavors to render the
dauger inevitable. Therefore the greatest atfention must be
~ devoled to the question: Who will be the actual victor?”

comrade Lenin are particularl aﬁl‘l’uhk
L 0. U Are. p_.

i\ The words of

Lenin,
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