IN THE CAMP OF OUR ENEMIES

The Death of Presideni Harding
By 1. Amter.

The death of President Harding removes one more of the
mediocrities that capital uses as puppets in ruling the United
States. A journalist by profession, Harding was brought out of
the dark into the limelight in 1920, when, owing to the abundance
of Republican candidates for the presidency of the United States
presented at the Republican conventian, it looked as if an agree-
ment would not be reached.

ust as in 1916, when Wilson and Hughes were nominated,
and Wall Street, scrutinizing the noninations, said: “ The pre-
sidential nominations are most satisfactory from a financial
standpoint,” it could and did say th¢ same thing in 1920, when
Harding and Cox were nominated. From a financial standpoint,
there was little to fear from either candidate—both were most
satisfactory. It was merely a question of whether Rockefeller
was to rule the country for four years through Harding, or-
Morgan through Cox. he “ People” had suffered endless de--
ception at the hands of Wilson: he Had paid no attention to the

sufferings of the farmers, he had
and steel workers, and had made

sregarded the coal miners
anton use of the military

against them. Hence, true to form, the American people
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In 1920 came the tremendousj strikes of the miners, rail-

roadmeg and textile workers, involving 1,500,000 men. 1
junctions, to the use of thugs, police and

pitalists resorted to

The ca-

militia. They made widespread use of the American institution
of the “frameup”, in order to get rid of the most militant
leaders and workers, and intimidate the rest. Then, when the
workers showed no intention of giving up the fight, Federal
troops were ordered into the field, fully equipped for war:
tanks, gas, airplanesetc. Finally, in September, 1922, the in-
hmoqsi)augherty injuniction was issued—and recently was made



* be offset by Harding’s prom ses.

" very soon to be the field of serious conflict,

- occur.

permanent—whereby strikes, sympathy | with the strikers and
every 1orm oi aid to them were prohibited, infractions being
penalized h( imprisoument.
~ The larmers of America have beep the especial vict'ms of
American exploitation. I wo millions of|the ‘farming popuiation
left the farms’in 1922 More than 38 per cent of the American
4armers are tenants: the farms of morg than 40 per cent are
morigaged.” The farmers have a load off & 8,000 (00,000 in mort-
gages fo bear They are robbed by lhe railroads: they are
robbed by the middlemen.
Harding had (0 make a gesture in support of the farmers.

‘A Farm Credits Bill was passed before the close of the last
sess'on of Congress The fariwers are so elated at this achieve-
ment, that when Harding was on his| trip to the West and
Alaska—ihe tour on wh.ch he died—he was frequemsly greeted
with taunts from the farmers. He was prevented from interven-
ing in the election i1 M:nnesota on béhalf of the Republican
nominee—and nevertheless .the Kepublicen was overwhelmingly
defeated by the Farmer Labor candidate!] Wheat has gone down
10 9t cents a bushel That sounds a tr+gic note that could not
The |attitude of the country
generaily to tlarding and his policies) was expressed n the
crushing defeat aamin:stered to the Re.pdblican arty at the elec-

- tions in November

But to the capitalists, Harding was very valuable. A
tariff was enacted that has put billions into the treasuries of the
steel manufacturers alone He allowed numerous mergers to
take place—in spite of the fact that a Sherman Anti-trust law
exists. Stell concerns, packing, copper, textile, woolen concerns
‘baniks and ‘trust companies have merged-—to the emhancement of
their profits. Harding was for the consalidation of fhe railroads

-uto fcur systems, which would Iract'ca;lly eliminate the *‘ com-

petition " that is beld up to the

mericaf public as the sine qua
non of existence and progress. g

Duritg the last year, stock
fortunaté stockho:ders of the trusts—and these dividends are
tax-free. Harding guaranteed a * fair’! refurn to the railroad
companies. He fried to rob the Unifed States treasury of
$500,000,000, as a subsidy for the ship in? concerns, and was
%lyy prevented by the obstructive tactics of the progressives in
ngress. P
In fact, voices are becoming loud for economic reciprocity
—ao. political union! [Ihe West Indies, suffering and crying out
under the tyrannical rule of American biyonets, have likewise

" dividends amounting to billions have beeF distributed among the

- come under the tutelage of American imperial'sm.

China, the latest adventure of American finance, is bound
The rush of Eng-
land, America and Japan to secure control of China’s resources
and the administration of her affairs, and the intention of Great

. Britain 16 reinforce the naval base at Sir?gapore, augur an early

conflict. i

American capital, under the aegis of Harding, has also
entered Austria. organ participated ‘n the international loan
to Austria, which has practically made Austria a playground of
international trickery. The offer of a loan.to Persia, provided it
is secured by concession, and of a loan to Germany, provided she
accepts ‘the same terms and statutes as Austria, the buy’ng up of
industrial properties in Germany and Austria, all demonstrate
that American imperialism is now full-fledged and ready to take
up the fight with England and Japan.

. The attitude of the Harding administration to Soviet
Russia has been similar fo its aftitude on many other questions:
vacillating.  Shortly after taking office, through Secretary of
State Hughes, Harding announced that America would be ready
1o enter nto relations with the Soviet Government, if certain
guarantees were given. Soviet Russia was prepared fo negotiate
these"demands, but, little by little, the American povernment has
receded from this position.  There is no doubt that the American
govemment hoped that the famine of 1920 would undermine the

oviet government and lead to a revolt of the peasants. The
philantrop’c assistance that was given [through the American
Administration had the ulterior aim of }enabling the American
fovemmem to get in fouch with the nezsants in the villages,
o learn their real cenditions and to aid ip any revolt that m'ght

_American industrialists and financjers have yisiied Soviet
Russia and have been impressed with the condifions there. Mr.
Bush, who was in Soviet Russia a short fime ago, remarked that
condifions were vastly superior in Russia|to what he had seen in
Germany—under the rule of capitalism. nator Wheeler, on his

return 1o | nited States, sa:d that the] American Government
might as well recognize Soviet Russia no, as she will be bound
to do so later. ' {

The movement for 1he recognition of Soviet Russia, even in
the Republican Party, is growing. Several of the progressive are

:;l ‘open profagonists of recogmition. - It is dlear that oil and other

concessions will be the only objects that will lead to this re-
cognition. , . i

Harding’s latest feat was his fight to get America into the
World Court. - Although the fear of becomng embroiled in
European affairs was one of the causes of W'lson's defeat,
Harding believed that by pretending that the World Court has
nothing to do with the League of Nations, he gradually could
lead America into the League—without the peopie being aware
of it. Tte progreséives sounded the alarm.. 1he chairman of the
Republican Party protested: Harding was forced to miodify h's
demand, fo the effect that America would join only if the Court
were completely disscciated from the League. It is clear, how-

. ever, that American finance is preparing to enter the League,

but' will use the same decception that the * pacifist” W:lson
employed in getting Ameérica into the World War.

To carry out its aims, American imperialism must be
furnished not only with gold, but wi.h arms. To be sure, the
Wash'nglon Disarmament Conference—that other achievement
of Haraing—is, supposed to have limited armament. But air
fleets, gases of the most deadly sort, fast cru'sers and sub-
marines, are more than substitutes for the obsolete battleships.
Hence the workshops and laboratories of the cquntries are work-
ing at high speenf inventing and improvix,liﬂ the mezthods of
destruct'an  Eighty-five per cent of the Anterican budget—as
Harding .admitted on his ‘tour—is spent for wars, past, present
and fufure. The militarism that began during the World War
is being {irmly established in the United States. The country is
so organized that an army of 3,000,000 can be mobilized within
a montl's time. lIn their spare time, the generals of the Ameri-
can army travel abovt the country organizing White Guard
leagues. Meanwhile the Ku Klux Kfan is thriving, the American
and Italian Fasc.sti are gett'ng a foo:hold in the country—coun-
tenanced and supported by the government of the United States!
) This is the record of two years of Harding’s administra.
tion, differing no( a jot from that of Wilson, the Democrat.

What can be expected of Calvin Coolidge, the vice-presi-
dent who now assumes the pres'dency? - Coolidge is one of the
bitterest reactionaries in the country.” More mediocre even than
Harding, he can give utterance to a flow of more platitudes than
any other public official. Hated and despised by all except the .
most reactionary elements, Coolidge does not even enjoy the -
esteem of his own party. When governor of the State of Mas-
sachusetts, ke broke the pol.cemen’s strike in 1920 by simply dis-
charging all the policemen’s organizations throughout the State.
—As the “strong ” man from %ﬁassachusﬂts, he was elected to
the vice-rresidency of the United States. This did not increase
his popularity: on” July 4, 1922, as a speaker at the celebration in
St. Paul, he was booed from the stand and not allowed to con-
tinue h's speech,

It is very possible that strong reaction may take hold of
affairs in the United States for a time. The “reds” are gaining
in power: Commuaists, militants, radicals of every shade. The
farmers are in the foreground in this movement. The
organization of the Federated Farmer-Labor Party, the strides
made by the Left Wing in the trade unions, under the leadership
of the Trade Union- Educational League, the expulsions and
threatened expulsions from the American Federation. of Labor,
the growing sentiment in favor of Soviet Russia—which the
government and Gompers are combatiing even with illicit
meanS—are inclining the capitalists to action. There was a
growing feeling that Harding was toe moderate w'th ‘the
“reds”, and that a sterner course should be sieered Harding
however, was very discreet: he knew that hic chances of
reelection — provided he wer2 nominated —d- jended upon
his placating tte progressives and radicals. if capital has
decided fo take steps against the revolutionists, Coolidge will be
the man to carry ot the.r will :

The death of Harding helps the Republican Party out of
a dilemma. It would have been difficult fo deny Harding the
renominafion next year. Yet there }s not the slightest doubf that
if he had been put up, the Republican Party would have been
defeated—last November's elections and the recent election in
Minnesota tell the fale. The Republican Party can now adopt
a. more” liberal program and w'n; the man who is designated
for this role is Borah. He is the only man in the Repubilcan
Party who can unite the reactionaries and the progressives, and
lead the party to victory. ' )

A taste of terrorization for the Communists—just emough
to satisfy the vast army of the conservatives that the country
is "not being handed over to the revolutionists—and the
assumpt'on of leadership by a progressive, will give control {o
Rockeieller for four more years. ~Wilson, Harding, Coolidge,
Borah—these are mere figureheads used by the. capitalists of
America to make the people think they rule, ‘ ; ‘
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