Political Progress in the United
Staies
By Israel Amter.

The political life of the United States is passing through
a remarkable development. Although from the very establish-
ment of the republic the capitalists, the big landowners and
manufaciurers have understood how lo guide the affairs of tlhe
country-—to their own inferests, even though they made some
‘superfical concessions to ‘“‘democracy” —groups are forming re-
pre;;enhtmg other interests and made up of men determined
fo fight.

The country has been trained to an understanding ot
the “‘necessity” of politicians and statesmen chanvmg their pos:-
tion—'‘according to circumstances. From Wilson's *keeping

us ouf of war’ to his getling us in up to our necks: from his
visit fo Versailles where he inlended (o put the United Siates
info the League of Nations; from his defeat by the Repuir cans
who despised American interference in Furopean ;\{[;z 's, to
the gradual relinquishing of this position Ly staunch  Re-
publicans who are demanding American intervention brrause
“‘conditions have changed etc., efc.” through these stages of
shifting, of duplicity and capitalist manoeuvring, the American
people has got used to any position that the government har=cns
fo take.

But as already stated, there are groups form iy that
look to their own sell-interests. The most remarkable ot these

roups is the Farmer group. The position of the American
armer is very bad. In the decade from 1010 {0 1020, the
farm morigage debt increased from about £720,000,(X0 to more
than $4,000,000,000. During this period the World War took
lace, which brought prosperity {o the country, but left the
armer out in the col(s. foring the war, prices presumably
were regulated, but the farmer received little of the higher
prices that the people had to pay. The speculators made
tremendous profils, while the farmers’ debis piled up.

During and since the war, the railroads have demanded
higher freight rates. This put a further obstacle in the way
of the farmers. The war demanded high production—and the .
farmers did their share. After the war when ‘‘deflation” set
in, when Europe was unable to buy and when a general
state of uncertainly arose, the production dropped to less than
half of. that of the war period. The unemployment of 1921
almost drove the farmers to bankruptcy. Industrial production
reached one of the lowest levels in the modern history of
America. The farmers were hard hit. Their sons deft ;g
farms 1o seek some occupation in the city. The crop of 1
could not be disposed of even in 1922, ‘



During this peribd wien the farmers were making frantic
efforts to maintain themselves, the government declared itself
in no position to help them. There was plenty of money for the
emergency fleet, which cost the government more than three
biflion dollars and which it sold last year for a little more
than $300,000,000! There was $500,000,000 for the railroads;
there was promise of a substantial subsidy for the shipping
interests. But the government could not help the farmers,
although they were advising the uneniployed and the returned
soldiers to ‘‘go back to the land”.

In 1915 there was organized the Non-Partisan-lLeague,
an organization of farmers, looking to the protection of their
intercsts. They recoguized that by pooling their interests, in
marketing, storing, banking, they would be able to better their
condition and exert pressure on the railroads and on {he
market. Immediately, Wall Street began a violent campaign
against them. Their first stronghold was the state of North
Dakota, which they captured and in which they established their
own granaries, their own banks and marketing facilities. But
Wall Street was mightier. One bank alter the other had to
close. An insidious campaign of siander was conducted against
them, so that they lost political control and' ouly succ
this ycar in electing a United States senator.

But the thought of the organization cowld not be_throttled
80 easily. The bﬁ)n—l’artisan cague has spread. Today it
has tremendous influence among the farmers in Meontana, Colo-
rado, Oklahama, Washingion, lowa. There is a group of men
in the Senale and House who were elected by farmers and
act as their representatives. There is another group who were
elected by farmers and workers. They beiongF to both the
Republican and Democratic Party, one fo the Farmer Labor
Party. This group is composed of about 12 men, among
the most resolufe and intelligent in the Senate—fighters who
will go the limit and obstruct if they cannot aitain their ends
any other way.

Wilson’s defeat in 1920 was the most overwhelming that
‘America has witnessed. Harding’s pluralily of more than
7,000,000, declared beyond any suspicion that the country wanted
no more of Wilson. His policy and double-dealing were con-
demned, and Harding, ‘‘honest” Harding, who would not take
us into Europe, was put into office. (Not that that made
any difference to Wall Street, which keeps up this marionette
show for the deligh{ of the stupid pulace.) But Wilson,
the man of the “New Freedom”, who prelended fo realize
the viciousness of the system and wanted tq see “fair play”,
had proved to be a tyrant. At the behest of Wall Street, he
sent troops against the siriking steel workers in 1919, he
threatened the coal miners in 1920. Harding, the overwhelming
choice of the *‘people” could do no such thing. In 1921, Harding
utterly disregarded the eight to ten millions unemployed, offering
no help, but merely appealinﬁ {o the employers {o aid {hem.
In 1622, when more than a million” coal miners, railroad workers
and textile workers went out on sfrike, he found no better method
of satisfying their demands than that employed by his pre-
decessor—at the behest of Wall Street. Lead and %'ison was
their reward. The brutality of Attormey General augherty,
who threatened the life of organized labor by his infamous mjunc-
tion, put the cap on the abilify of the Harding administration.

Floundering in international policy; open sponsorship of
capital (ship subsidy); contempt for ilie needs of the ex-
soldiers, who demanded a bonus; disregard for the demands
of the farmcrs; a threat {o desiroy orgamized labor. In 1922,
' the Republican Party lost the 7,000,000 votes that it gained
in 1920,

But most of all has been the lesson taught {o the working-
class and to the farmers of America. Namely, that there is no
difference between the representation of the Republican and ihe
Democratic parties. The candidates are selected by Wall Street
and must carry out Wall Street's orders. For no politician can
live in America unless he is backed by Wall Sireet or by
conscious, organized groups representing certain class interesis.

The next Congress offers a more friendly appearance.
iYet no revolutionary is blinded by such appearances. He knows

very well that although the volers manifested a natural reaction
to the brutality and disregard that the Harding administration
has shown to the needs of the workers and %armers. the re-
pudiation of Harding does not mean a conscious political ex-
pression of a new direction in American affairs. For the
moment, greater liberalism is being manifested. A number
of well-meaning progressives have been elected to the Senale
and House. .ﬁ number of progressive or liberal governors
of both parties have been elected in several States. There wiM
a pause in the violent terrorization of the working class.
By the passage of several Farmers’ Subsidy bills, the adminisira-
tion will endeavour to regain the favor and support of fhe

-bi

farmers. ‘American capitalism sits firmly in the saddle ong
can afford this luxury!

It is quite natural that in 1921 the farmers should huy.
been inclined to support intervention in Europe; and ag.
in 1922. They could not dispose of their products and rela;,
that, until Europe was rchagiolita'ed, there would be no st
market for American agricultural produce. The high ¢,
of American industrial products and the prices which w ;.
raised still more by the enactinent of the new {ariff bill, arou «q
the antagomisin ot the farmers. Hence they looked to ini -
ference in the broken-down affairs of Europe. They w.r
especially interested in a revival of the buying power of (..
many--one of their biggest customers for wheat and coil,
In return they, would crgxct German industrial products i
the lower price at which Germany could produce them.

American manufacturers, on the other hand, were agaiis
inlerveniion. They fear the competition of Germany. Tl
have constanfly pointed out that American workers must ag e
1o work longer hours and accept lower wages, if Amer,
is successfully {o compete with many. But the Ameri .,
workman is not ready {o accept any such terms. There |
arisen a so-called scarcity of labor. ‘The “normalcy” of 1,500 (1,
unemployed has been atfained, and several indusiries arc
want of more ‘hands”, particularly the steel and automot.
industries. The former wanis cheap, unskilled labor, wiiling
to toil 12 hours a day, 7 days a week, at 25 cents an hour ;
pauper’s wage in the United States!

American bankers, again, did not fake a definite sian|
for some time. 1t was hard 1o say wheter French Imperialisn
would gain the upper hand in Europe or not. The f{rip :
Clémenceau te America did not help fo win sympagly. The
leading press did its best to support his enfhusiastic salr:
rattling speeches; bat all fo no avail. France had not .«
ratifie§ the Washington Disarmament Conference decision,
France was conducting an extensive military crusade. &)
was expending a large part of her budget ?:)r military |

es and, in addition, was helping to equip the Polish arm
urthermore, France was engaging in every kind of military
adventure, which would grevem her from paying her debt and.
at the same time, possibly lead to a collision with American
Imperialism. ~

Perhaps one of the mest emphatic indications of Amer. .
capitalist opposition to France was due fo the conduct of
France in the Angora mafter. American imperialists are «)-
tremely interested in the oil fields of Mosul and of Mesopotaa.
It is bad emough to have to negotiate with ome governmen -
Great Britain—without having the extra task of dickering wih
another far more militant government. Ftance was disturl.ig
enough, without interfering with the direct interesis of Amer.a'

Hence there gradually evolved a tendency among American
financiers to intervene in European affairs--on the side of
Germany. Not that there was any excess of love ‘fo- Cier-
many, but there was a nced of checkmating France and Fro:h
ambitions.

But all of this chabenged the stand of the Republicn
Parfy, which was against any interference in European affa.rs
Life, however, is sironger than all resolutions. Borah, wiho
wanied nothing o do with Europe, introduced a mofion calling
on {he president o convene am international economic c.n-
ference, {o settle the huge financial difficulties burdening tie
governments of Europe. President Harding declared that ihe
time was not yet ripe, and.that other steps were being tu.:n
lo arrange maltters. Since that time, the British debt matter s
been arranged. Great Britain and the United States mxy now
work hand in hand, although it is difficult to determine hw
the British government is going to raise the interest on :ie
debt! Time has passed, and” the Ruhr question has become
the most urgent in the world. Again Borah calls on the Pris-
dent to convoke an international economic conference. Rejurt
now has il that two Amierican inferests are intervening mst
effectively in the Ruhr affair, one on either side of the questimn.
Harriman. Kuhn, Loeb and Co.—i.e,, Standard Oil—are help.ng
to “stabilize” the German mark by advancing $100,000,000 t
the Reichsbank; while J. P. Morgan, Schneider-Creusot aud
the Credit Lyonnais are supporting the French government :n
an effort to “stabilize” the franc. The prize is, of coursc, ¢
Ruhr industrial district.

American financial interests are settling the Ruhr quesion
among themselves—and {he U3S. Government will merely liive
the privilege of confirming ‘their decision. This is as she'd
be in a Class State!

So America will come out of ils benign state of “beaut ful
isolation”, as Wilson wished—and for which he was decisively
defeated; as Harding did not wish it—and for which he was
decisively elected.

.

The American worker has been
European politics. Despite the fact that
Xar one third of the population),
't)om}:rrlpan wbt:;lkerEhas had troubles

thering about Europe. Distance and remoten inter-
national relations have fostered this indiiferm?:_ fr%?em:::r
woke him up—and he wag glad to take an oath that America
would have to stay out of European affairs. Europe meant
war foll:’ hm!ﬁand ilhmeans war to him today.
‘ € will now have to get used {o the jdea o
American finance has decided to invest in Europe. (')u‘lm:)rf' ﬂ'ﬂ;
internationalism of capitalism, the American worker will imbibe
an international solidarity of the working-class which is still
to be created, to be sure, but of which he is completely ignorant.
Until he has learned this, he will not see the snare of the
capitalist “‘democracy” with which America js blessed; nor will
he perceive the might of the international prolefariat in putting]
an end {o {his game of International Imperialism.

FASCISM

To ithe Executive Commitiees of all
Sections of the Communisi
International!

Dear Comrades.

The Executives of the Communist International, the Red
International of Labor Unions and the Communist Youth lnllzer-
national have decided, to launch an extensive international cam-
paign against Fascism.

An [International Fighting Fund mus! be crealed in every
country, for the purpose of combaiting Fascism by word pen
and deed. In the first place, efficient support should be ;;Ivm
to the Italian labor organizations.

“The statute for' the collection and administration of fhe
lnt;]m;t:jor_mlNFlglhohng Il:‘m[\:d against Fascism, has already been
published in No. 16 of the English /nternati -
Gence, (Feb, 15 1929, g national Press Correspon

.. The International Committee for {he administration of the
Fighting Fund and for the organization of the infernational
campaign against Fascism, has been provisionally established in
Berlin. Comrade Klara Zetkin is chairman of said commitlee.

The Provisional International Commiftee has addressed
an open letter {o the Executives of all the international
proletarian organizations, with (he request that they join in the
struggle against Fascism. We recommend that you request
every proletarian organization in your respeclive country fo
participate in the creation of National Commiitees. In any case,
you miust af once create Provisional National Commitees (accor-
ding o the decisions of the Comintern and R.ILL.U.) which are
to organize the necesstry money collections.

. Needless to say, the anti-Fascist campaign is not {o confine
itself to collections.  The National Comumitiees should af once
take up the fight against Fascism,—in the press, in meetings, in
the factories and trade unions. They are {o be in constant {ouch
with the International Commiitee and report to it on their
activities. i

As soon as the Provisional International Commiftce will
have overcome the first technical difficulties, it wiM send detailed
instructions and plans to the various National Committees, on
the ori‘a}mulion of the fight against Fascism,

e request you to get to work without delay.
With Communist greetings,
The Provisional Infernational Committee for Combalting Fascism.

Klara Zetkin (Chairman).

Circular of the Communist Pariy
of Italy

To the Communist Parties of all Countries!
To the Italian Communist groups abroad!
To all Italian Communist refugees!

The latest wave of persecution by the Malian Fascist
government which has caused many thousands of communisis
and also the greater portion of the local party leaders {o be
thrust into prison, has evoked a noticeable response from {he
masses of the international proletariat. We ereby wish to
notify all our comrades abroad and the lalian political refugees
that our party has preserved ifs central organizations uninjured
and is_thereby enabled to order ifs ranks.

We a I to {he Executives of our European. and
American brother parties to support our political refugees, in
0 far as they are shown to be not “professional refugees”, to
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