Amter (America):

Camrades, the Negro question when regarded on a W
scale, 1s not merely a colonial question but ﬁso a race Juestiof
For the French party, Bnush Party, and others, it 1s prind
a ocolomal question.

The warkers in ymperialist countries are not interesied 10 the
Negro question. They are living to a great extent on the pr
derived by the bourgeoisie from the colomes, and therelore
opposed t0 movements for the liberation of the colomes f
betterment of the status of colomal people. .

The Freach Party must be criticised for great laxness o1 ¢
question. | will mestion three poins. 1) Onr g certain OC
withip the last two years, they excused themselves for not af
ing on any direct propaganda againt French impensalism on
ground that the French government had 4dopted a very !
policy towards the colowies. 2) They bave also refused 10
theli:unﬁumoimecolomu‘satiwﬂmuﬁeywmlp‘"
France, all that could be demanded for thetn was aul




3) They have ignored the use of black troops by the French
Government. Black troops are not only being used in the Ruhr,
put are also trained and used in France. The Government

plans for a black army of 660,000 for use in France and for
e protection of French imperialism abroad. They are xiso con-
sructing a railway fromg Central Africa to the Mediterranean ior
the sole purpose of transporting troops without resort to the sea.

[ wo years , the British Government in South Africa used
pombs and aeroplanes against a whole village, where the people
md protested against attacks which made it impossible for them
p lve on their land at all. No Negro can leave South Africa
unless he leaves it as a a sailor or smuggles himself away.

[he white trade unions are prejudiced against the black trade
umons, and the native unions are very weak, because as soon
1 they get a capable leader, he is corrupted and bought over by
the caprtalists. A change will take place in South Africa, however,
o the near future. as a law which prevented a native from
working 1n any skilled position, has just been declared invalid.
This will affect the status of the white workers and open the way
for the admission of the Negro into the white unions.

In the U.S. A. the problem of the Negro is primarily an
rarran problem and not an industrial one alone. The Negro is
most often a tenant farmer, and he belongs to the most impoveris-

class 1n the U.S. A. In industry they have sometimes been
wed as strikebreakers, but where they are recognised by the
white workers, they stand firmly beside them, as was shown
in the steel strike and the muners’ strike. There are in the U.S. A
\egro local umon¥.
[he Negroes must make their own demands. They should
rst organise a general conference, demanding admission to the
ular umons. n the Negroes in Africa and in America must
linked up together by propaganda. The intellectual leadership
the Negroes 1s in New York, and the movement could be led
y the press of the United States. Sailors should take pamphlets,
ably written for the native, to Africa and thus start propa-
da there. Wherever Negro troops have been organised by the
alistic powers, these troops should demrand to have their
commanders, and, in the African colonies, not to be used
ide the colonies, for it must never be forgotten that the main
of black troops in the future will be that of shock troops
the bourgeoisie against the revolutionary proletariat.
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