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The Negro Workers and “Equal nghts and

By I. AMTER.

IN a recent issue of the Cleveland

Call, a colored paper, there was an
editorial entitled “The Colored Citi-
zen and Communism.” In this editor-
ial the writer tcontends - that when
“other groups like the Socialists de-
monstrate that they are our most out-
spoken champions for our rights, the
colored man feels that there is some-
thlug good in their principles and at
once becomes susceptible to propa-
ganda.”

Furthermore you state that “if those
who believe in the present form of
government desire to retain the color-
ed citizen’s loyalty to this form, they
must demonstrate that this form in-
sures him equal rights and justice.”

There are fundamental errors in
this logic. The latter statement first,
that “they must demonstrate that this

justice.” What position do the
Negroes occupy in this country? Of
the more than 10,000,000 Negroes, 990
per cent are workers and tenapt farm-
ers. Do the workers—black or white

—get “equal rights and justice” in
this country? This guestion must be
answered with an emphat}c negative.

Other Discrimination.

ET us examine some problems of
the foreign-born white workers.

If he becomes a citizen, he knows that
ghts for the betterment of the
condition of the members of his class,
he is subject to arrest, indictment
as a “bolshevik” and then deportation.
What is his economic position? He
is the cheap, unskilled labhor employed

harder and harder for him to enter
the skilled occupations. Colored col-
legg students cannot obtain positions

kind of unskilled labor. Why this
discrimination against the foreign-
born and Negro worker? Because the
employing class requires a reserve
army that may be used to lower the

a whole., In addition, there is work
in the heavy industries—railways,
steel, in the packing houses, etc.,

where cheap labor is required. Who
The American
will not accept it, hence there must
be a large quantity of foreign-born and
Negro labor to fill'the job.

Up to a year ago, there was a strong
current of immigration into this coun-
try. Since the farmer§ have gone
thru a crisis, and two millions have
migrated to the cities to find work;
and since the Negro was found to be
potential material for industry, the
stream of foreign-born workers into
this country has stopped,

The Negro workers now_do the
“dirty” work in industry, and they
will continue to do thi work., Can the
Negro think that the capitalist will
put the Negro on a par with the white
workers? Yes, only is one instance,
when he needs strikebreakers. The
trade union officials,
guarding more the interests of the
employers than of the working class,
keep the Negroes out of the unions,

the service of the capitalists,

In an emergency, Negroes can do
the work of white workers, since in-
dustry has become so mechanical,
This emergency is the strike. But
should the Negroes, thru pressure get

Into the trade unions, or their
own fpitiative form thelr owh unfons,
will* the situation chancb under the

present system? Not 4t all. The cap-
italists will keep up the warfare be-
tween the two races in order to keep

them apart, just as they breed h.trod’

between various -tationalities.
They know very well that if the work-
‘ng class gets together on‘a common
basis, to fight as workers.‘against the
capitalists, the capitalist system will
be in serious danger. V€

What is the position éf the native
worker? Can one talk of “Equal
rights and justice”? Sufficient has
been said by our jurists;‘among them
Chief Justice Taft, abotft‘the failure
of the law toward the *paor man,”
that is the worker. He’tannot carry
on in the court as can thé capitalist;
if he commits .a petty offéfice, he goes
to prison, while the rich’nian escapes.
If he commits a major offefise, murder,
he hangs, while the ricH'man is de-
clared insane, till a cértdlf time when
the whole thing has blown over and
he is freed and become&Shnew “a re-
spectable member of so¥léty.” This
is inherent in the preséht system—
the laws being made by ¥he capitalist
class thru their represefifatives, for
the benefit of the capitalistd who are
the dominant power in $éciety, owing
to their control of the edonomic and
therefore of the po]iticilblﬂe of the
country.

The most powerful dra?hatlzation of
this fact is a strike> The capitalists
use every means possibfe'’to break
a strike even if it is on Tafr grounds.
The movies, speakers, p¥ess, church,
and finally the courts, police and mili-
tia, all are used by the caPpitalists “in
protection of their rights and their
property,” while the workers cannot
get the protection of the law at all.
When, as in West Virginia the miners
and their wives prayed before a prison
they wexe sent to jail. When the
anthracite miners demanded that the
books of the coal operators be opened
fpr public inspection, it was consider-
ed unreasonable, When the worlkers,
demand the right to organize, it is
considered against the “constitutional
right of every individuad to freedom
and to work.” When the capitalists,
the banks, railroads, fepd manufac-
turers, oil companies, etg, etc., com-
bine to monopolize the, trade, it is
declared a natural develapment.

No Equal Rights,
OW can one, in face bt‘ these basic
facts of the presert’ system of
society, the capitalist syktem, talk of
“equal rights and justid®®? There is

Justice” Under Capitalism

no justice either for the black or the
white worker.

That is the réason that both the
white and the black werker is turning
toward the Communist movement. It
is not because the Communists make
any pretences, They show up the
sham of the present system of “equal
rights and justice.” They show the
workers, both white and black, that
under the present system, they must
submit the control of their lives to
the capitalist. There can be no “just-
ice” under capitalism—and the Negro
worker whe suffers most of all, under
the present system, in spite of the
fact that a civil war was ostensibly
fought ‘to “give him equal rights,” in
spite of the fact that he was promised
“equal rights” to enlist in the world
war, knows this best of all.

Hence he naturally and logically
turns to the revolutionary movement.
All attempts to wean him away will
only have temporary success. The
capitalist system depends on reserve
labor, the mechanicalization of indus-
try will reserve the skilled work to
the favored few, the aristocrats of la-
bor, The vast majority of the work-
ers will be condemned to perform the
mechanical, unskilled work, This pro-
cess will become ever more extensive
with no hope for the broad working
masses,

Hence “equal rights and justice”
fundamentally incorrect” and illusory,
0 longer deceives large numbers of
workers—the blacks above all. These
workers lack organization, which will
be furnished them by the only ones
who see thru the hollowness of the
system, and provide a sane state or-
ganizational form for the working
class,

The capitalists know this, @nd in-
stead of bestowing ¥equal rights and
justice” upon.the Negro workers and
the ‘tenant farmers of the Souths they
do everything in their power to pre-
vent them from seeking to improve
their position by organization. This
may Jntimidate for a time, but soon

|the conditions will force the Negro,

the foreign-born and the oppressed
section of the American working
class, to organization and united ac-
tion, economically and politically, as
a class to get “equal rights and Jjust.
ice” for their class by getting power,

RED AID CA
PROTEST +

FOR INTERNATIONAL
\GAINST JUGOSLAV TERROR

MOSCOW U. 8. 8§,

, Feb, 28.—In connection wlth the terror and tlf

recent events in Jugo-s vla. the executive committee of the International
Red Aid has addressed the following appeal to the workers of all countries:

“The white terror insthe Balkans rages with all its old force. The mili-
tary dictator of Greece;pGeneral Pangalos, has followed in the footsteps of
the Bulgarian hangman Zankov and his successor Liaptschev Bratianu.

Pangalos Jails Workers,

“General Pangalog has flung the
best representativgs of the working
class into jail and is preparing death
sentences-and years of hard labor for
them, i

“In the last few days the terror has
again flamed up in Juco-ﬂlt{h with
renewed strength, The Pashitch and
Raditch government has flung itself
with unexampled cruelty upon the
working class,

“In the prisons of Belgrade hun-
dreds of workerg are subjected to tor-
ture, One of these unfortunate work-
ers has already died as a result of the

terrible mistreatment . gvhich he re-
celved, The exam n of these
workers has been placed completely

in the hands of the mliitary camarilla,
“The government intepds to destroy

the best leaders of th ng cluo
by means of hloody uw o gov:
ernment stops at nothing—

zhtch end in death, tortures to ex-
act ‘confessions’ which can then be
used to make giant processes and to
support sentences of death and life]|
terms of hard labor,

Stifle Jugo-Slavia Workers,

“Paschicht hopes In this way to
stifle the working class movement in
Jugo-Slavia which recently has again
begun to grow,

“Comrades, protest against these
new murders and tortures of the Jugo- |
Slavian working class. |

“Demand the release of the prison-
ers, |
“The workers of the world must re- |
ply to the united front of the hang-|
men in the Balkans with the united|
front of all the teflers, the workers
and peasants of all countries under|
the banner of the International Red
atings | Assoclation.”
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