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leading the fight of the workers of

the world, for Mooney’s immediate
and unconditional release.

The local steps necessary to bring
Mooney into court are being taken
by Attorney Cyrus B. King of Oak-
land, working in conjunction with

Prank P. Walsh of New YorkCity.
In a telegram sent to Cyrus King.

Walsh states in part: "Thoroughly
agree with policy of demanding new
trial. Will depend on you to pre-
pare proper pleadings for court pro-
ceedings We stick to the end”

Originally there were 10 indict-
ment* against Mooney He was tried
and convicted on one Before relin-
quishing office, the then District At-
torney Charles M. Pickert, moved,
over Mooney's protest, for the dis-
missal of the remaining indictments.
Judge Franklin A. Griffin, Mooney’s
trial judge, at Mooney’s request, re-
served one indictment on the Superior
Court calendar.

The text of Mooney's statement fol-
lows:

“I, the undersigned, Thomas J.
Mooney, do hereby affirm and de-
clare:

‘T.—That I am absolutely Innocent
of any crime, yet have been impri-
soned almost 17 years.

"2.—That Paui M. Callicotte of
Portland. Oregon, has now publicly
come forward and confessed that he
was the person who placed the suit-
case containing the bomb which
caused the explosion on July 22, 1916;

"3.—That the said Paul M. Calli-
cotte’s confession has remained un-
shaken in spite of four months’ gril-
ling by Portland and San Francisco
police, newspapermen and attorneys:

•'4.—That I hereby make public
application and demand upon Gov-
ernor James Rdtpfc, Jr, of California.
f<* an open pardon hearing at which

the Governor shall examine the con-
fession ’and testimony of Paul M.
Callicotte as the basis for reopening

! my pardon application;

“s.—That I also hereby demand
1 that I shall immediately be granted

a new trial on the one remaining in-
dictment against me. No. 7527. which
is still undismissed and which is now,’

pending in the Superior Court of
San Francisco; ;

“6.—That Paul M. Callicottee will
be present at the Civic Auditroium,
San Francisco, Sunday, November Bth
at 2 p. m. and answer questions asked
by police nad judicial authorities who
have been invited to the open hear-
ing; ;

7”.—And that your appearance with
15,000 other Californians at the Civic
Auditorium* on the above date is the
best and only real guarantee that
the Governor will take action officially
to reopen my case.”

’NOTE.—The Civic Auditorium was
packed with workers at the Nov. 6th
meeting to which Mooney refers. The
meeting unanimously adopted a re-
solution demanding his unconditional
release.

3 Youths Freed When
200 Fill Courtroom

PORTLAND, Ore.. Nov., 13.—Two
hundred young workers and students
jammed the police court here last
week to back up the defense pre-
sented by the International Labor
Defense section organizer in the case
of three young workers, one a high-
school student, who has been arrest-
ed on charges of distributing hand-
bills wiihoiii a license. All three de-
fendants were acquitted.
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Hoover Is Still At It!
HEADLINES in the New York Times of Sunday declare

“President Proposes Non-Partisan Action To Continue

Revival.’’ On his return from California to Washington,

the defeated President stopped over at “Hoover Dam’’ and
repeated his campaign deception by talking about continuing
•‘the recovery, so evidently in progress during the past few months.” At

intervals during the crisis Hoover predicted that the country was eco-
nomically again on the upgrade. Each time events quickly proved him

to have been wrong. These false prophesies occurred with such fre-
quency and were so monotonously exploded that but one conclusion could
be drawn—Hoover deliberately put forth claims that he knew were false

in order to deceive the starving masses and lull them into a sense of

false security in'an effort to stem a mass struggle against hunger.

Facts today refute the claims of Hoover. While he was making that
statement at Hoover Dam, the financial columns of the daily capitalist
press reported that car loadings during the week ending November 5

Pad declined 29,259, compared with a drop of 23.313 in the corresponding
week of last year, total car loadings falling to 588.383. This was the

tifiru successive week showing a fall in car loadings. Last week the drop

-as 24,i31’ ears, while two weeks ago it was 8.405. Falling off in car
loadings of grain and grain products accounted lor a decline of 10,495,

while ore accounted for 5.103 and coke 1.044.
* * *

HOOVER, m his talk of a ‘non-partisan move” to “complete recovery,”
supplements Roosevelt’s deceptive talk about the “great and actual

possibility of an orderly recovery.” Thus, these opponents cf a week
ago unite to create the illusion that a change for the better is at hand, j
They unite to try to head off the growing mass movement against the |
hunger and war program of Wall Street b'*ause they are both alike the i
tried and trusted political puppets of the imperialist ruling class.

As against the deception of Hoover and Roosevelt, the masses of
starving workers and farmers must raise to a higher stage the fight
against hunger and war and for jobs and bread, by joining in the National
Hunger March to Washington for the fight for immediate relief and

Unemployment Insurance, and by supporting the Bonus March.

Regarding the War Debts
(IRE AT BRITAIN and France have appealed for revision j1 of their war debts settlement with the United States..
This question of war debts is not something that stands by
itself. It is a part of the whole international tangle of con-
flicts and antagonisms that have intensified along with the
deepening of the crisis and the ending of capitalist stabilization,

Britain, in its renewal of demands for “solution” of the war debts
. question, tries to strengthen the Lausanne front against Yankee im-

perialism. France joins Britain against the U. S. A., and also tries to

enlist Japan. At the same time the United States imperialists use the
war debts question to try to urge England and France against Japanese
pqlicv in Manchuria and China.-

V * •

THE debt settlement has been used by the American ruling class In the

international game of weakening imperialist rivals. Thus, a recent
move on the part of France to modify the debt payment was met by

Hoover with a demand for the reduction of arms, aiming to reduce the
military position of Britain. France and Japan. Now' Wall Street will
be willingto grant concessions on debts provided it is done at the expense
of Japan, its chief rival for dominion in the Pacific.

The war debt question shows the tangle in which imperialist nations
find themselves at the present time with the deepening of the crisis and

the shattering cf the temporary stability which existed in the last years.
Concessions on the debt question by the U. S. at the cost of Japan would
not ease the international situation but only make it more acute. More
and more the capitalists are pursuing a policy leading to a, new explosion,
a new imperialist war. •

Above all the danger of war is greatest against the Union of Socialist
Soviet Republics. While capitalism declines, the U. S. S. R. continues to
go farward. As the struggle among international power grows, the cap-
italists seek to solve their difficulties at the expense of the U. S. S. R.

• * *

WE MUST widen and increase many fold the fight against the menace
of imperialist w’ar. The World Anti-War Congress recently held in

Amsterdam laid the basis for a united fight against this menace in the
interests of the toilers. In the U. S. we must follow up the work of the
Congress by an all-around strengthening of the working class front
against capitalism, making it more difficult, for the American imperial-
ists to plunge the workers into a new slaughter.

TKe anti-war agitation must be intensified and made more sys-
tematic upt, only among the workers in the cities but also in the country-
side among the poor fanners and Negro masses. Concrete actions must
be carried through against shipping of arms by American imperialism to
Japan for its attack upon the Chinese masses and its preparations for
war against the U. S. S. R., as well as against shipment of arms to the
Latin-American countries for the slaughter of the workers and peasants
in the interest of American and British imperialism.

Mooney Demands Open
Pardon Hearing - of Governor
Mso Calls for Immediate Trial of Remaining -

Indictments; Legal Steps Being Taken
SAN FRANCISCO, Cal.—An open statement to the people of California,

making public application to Governor James Rolpli, Jr., for an open pardon
hearing, and also demanding an immediate trial on the one remaining in-
dictment against him, has been issued by Tom Mooney today.

The demand is backed by the International Labor Defense, which is

Steel and Flowers —By Burch

Forward to National Hunger
March to Washington!

“Unemployment Insurance Can Be Won Only Thru the
Mass Fight of the Workers of the U.S.”

By I. AMTER

THE elections are over and the
"

program of the capitalist class,
as far as unemployed relief and
insurance and wage-cuts are con-
cerned, remains the same. Roose-
velt has no different policy from
that of Hoover, and both are de-
termined, on the orders of Wall
Street, to “economize” at the ex-
pense of the working class.

That this is true is clear from
the fact that in the railroad in-
dustry, there sit at the head of
a federal commission. Al Smith and
Calvin Coolidge, thus showing the
unity of the two big capitalist par-
ties.

THE THREAT—-
AND THE ANSWER!

This unanimity was further ex-
pressed by Hoover broadcasting
from Washington for winter re-
lief to be taken out of the pockets
of the workers, and Owen D.
Young, the Democrat, broadcast-
ing from Cleveland.

The statement by Mr. O’Brien,
mayor-elect of New York, as to
terror against “rioters”, Hoover’s
talk about “mob rule” in Washing-

ton (referring to the driving of the
veterans out of Washington by fire
and sword), show’ clearly that the
boss class is determined not only to
starve the unemployed but merci-
lessly to shoot them down.

The answer of the unemployed
and the employed workers, the
greater majority of whom are
working part time, will be more
intense struggle against starvation
tion and the imminent world war
against the Soviet Union. This
struggle against starvation, Nor-
man Thomas and the Socialist
Party call “incitement to fascism”,
thus showing that the Socialist
Party allies itself with the capital-
ist class In crushing the struggle
of the W'orkers for imemployment

relief and insurance and against
wage cuts.

• • *

THE crisis is becoming deeper, in

I spite of Hoover's talk of “one
million W’orkers having returned
to work in four months”, Henry
Ford gives the proper answ'er. Ford
is closing down 26 of 52 assembly
plants in the country, thus show-
ing clearly the crisis is deepen-
ing.

Floyd L. Carlisle, chairman of
the Board of the New Yolk Edi-
son, Consolidated Gas and Niag-
ara-Hudson Pow’er companies, de-
clared that unless the so-called
Young Committee for Relief raises
more relief this winter, “we will
come very near indeed to the
breakdown of the capitalist sys-
tem." The steel industry is only
operating at 19 per cent capacity.
Com and wheat are down to the
lowest level in 300 years, which
does not mean cheaper bread for
the workers but increasing misery
for the small farmers.

THE CAPITALIST
STARVATION PROGRAM

Herbert Hoover and Franklin D.
Roosevelt are both against the bo-
nus, although Roosevelt covers his
rejection with a maze of hazy
promises. Already proposals are be-
fore the United States Congress
to cut down the disability allow-
ances of the veterans by 400 mil-
lion dollars.

Thus It Is clear that the pro-
gram of the capitalist class is
starvation to the workers.

The workers of this country, par-
ticularly of the most Industrial
state of the country. New York,
will refuse to accept this program.
Mass struggle, rising out of the
hunger of the workers and of their
children, millions of whom are
starving In this country, will be
the answer.

• • •

THE Communist Party put for-
ward as the central demand of

the Election Campaign and of the
struggle at this time, the demand
for adequate unemployment relief

and unemployment and social in-
surance at the expense of the em-
ployers and the government. This
Has not an election slogan. This is
a basic demand of the working

class today. The elections are over,
the struggle goes on, and under the
leadership of the Communist Par-
ty, the Unemployed Councils and
the revolutionary unions, the fight

will be intensified.

THE NATIONAL
HUNGER MARCH

The National Hunger March to
Washington, embracing 3.000 rep-
resentatives of the 16 million un-
employed and a like number of
part-time workers in this country

in the shops, factories, offices and
stores, including the so-called
white collar slaves and profession-
als who today are out on the bread
line, with their families starving
at home, is of fundamental na-
tional significance.

The “lame-duck” Congress, Hoo-
ver at its head, will continue to
“save the country”—at the expense
of the workers and small farmers.

The answer will be mass struggle
for relief, the election of delegates
In the blocks, fighting for relief,
against evictions, the shutting off
of gas, electricity, etc.; delegates

from all unions and especially of
the American Federation of Labor,

whose bureaucrats are throwing

hundreds of thousands out of their
ranks because they are unable to
pay dues and assessments,, being
unemployed, while the officials still
rake in their < salaries and graft;

delegates from all the mass organ-
izations, fraternal lodges, clubs, etc.
—the great bulk of whose msmber-
,ship is unemployed; from the sea-
men, etc. etc.

* * *
.

THE basis of the Hunger March
is the actual determined strug-

gle for immediate relief, by the
building up of block committees,
neighborhood unemployed councils,
and committees to work In the
markets, Hoovervilles, bread lines,
municipal lodging houses, etc.

This Hunger March will not be a
mere duplication of the Hunger
March of last year, nor a reflex of
the British Hunger March. The
crisis in the United States is far
deeper than in any other capital-

ist country of the world. Unem-
ployment in the United States is
more than twice greater than that

’of the next .country (Germany,
which has about 7 million unem-

What Workers Will
Find in October

Issue of ‘Communist’
((FIFTEEN Years of Victorious

L Proletarian Revolution ’’ is the
title of the leading editorial in the
November issue of “The Commu-
nist,’’ theoretical organ of the Com-
munist Party of the U.S.A., just
off the press.

Other articles include:
1. “Capitalist. Stabilization Has

Ended”—Thesis of the Twelfth
Plenum of the E. C. C. I. on the
Report of Comrade Kuusinen.

2. “The Great Divide—Fifteen
Years of Bolshevism and Menshe-
vis /

” by Moissaye J. Olgin.

3. “Lenin’s Writings Between
the Two Revolutions of 1917,” by
Alexander Trachtenberg.

4. “Lenin on the Eve of Oc-
tober.’’

5. “The Capitalist Offensive
and the Revolutionary Way Out
of the Crisis,’’ by Bill Dunne.

j. “Imperialism Dictates the
Main Policy of the Koumintang,”
by .X L. Han (Shanghai).

7. “The Lessons of the Illinois
Miners’ Strike,” by S. Winner.

8. "How Many Unemployed?”
by John Irving.

Order your copy from Workers’
Library Publishers. P O. Box 148
Station D, New York City, Price:
20 cents a copy. Subscription: >2

a year. $1 a half-ye"”*

ployed'. The workers have nothing
to fall back upon—no savings, no
unemployment insurance—and are
in the midst of the worst catastro-
phe that the United States has
ever experienced.

IMMEDIATE TASKS

Therefore, the whole Communist
Party organization, revolutionary
unions and fraternal organizations
have no more basic task than the
organization of struggles for imme-
diate relief and the preparation for
the Hunger March. This means:

1. Every Party unit in its ter-
ritory must Immediately become
the organizer of a block commit-
tee in its territory, drawing in
whole Mocks and even neighbor-
hoods in the building up of these
committees and immediately ty-
ing them up with the Unemploy-
ed Council.

2. Communists In the revolu-
tionary unions 'of the Trade
Union Unity League must imme-
diately take steps to organize

committees in all the unions for
carrying on the struggle for re-
lief and insurance.
3. The Communists in the unions
of the A. F. of L. and indepen-
dent unions must immediately
raise in a militant manner the
whole question of unemployment
in their local, get committees ap-
pointed. They must see to it that
delegates are elected either offi-
cially from the local or from the
left-wing to the Convention of
the A. F. of L. in Cincinnati; at
the same time tying up the locals
or these committees with the Un-
employed Council of the neigh-

borhood.
4. Communists in the fraternal

organizations must immediately
see that committees are elected
to carry on joint work in the
blocks and the neighborhood
councils for the struggle for re-
lief. against evictions, etc.
Special attention must lie given

to drawing the Negro and Latin-
American workers and their or-
ganizations into the struggle since
they are by far the worst sufferers
from the crisis. As indicated in of-
ficial reports of New York City,
these nal 'dualities are the worst
victims from the scourge of the
crisis.

Particular attention must also be
given to the young workers who
are denied every form of relief and
are the most militant fighters, both
white and Negro. More attention
must be given to work among the

.men workers, both single and
married,

• • «

THE preparations for the Hunger

March mean In addition to
struggle, the building up of organ-
ization. also the raising of suffi-
cient funds Trucks, gas. food
clothing for the marchers, etc.,
must be procured in large amounts.
Wherever possible, trucks should
be procured free, from sympa-
thizers. care being taken that the
trucks are in proper condition. The
International Labor Defense must
be prepared to meet mass assaults
and arrests.

MUST EMEPGE
VICTORIOUS!

This is going to be the mightiest
battle that the workers of this
country have waged, and all the
forces of the working class must
be mobilized so that we may come
out victorious from the struggle.

Unemployment relief will be
granted in measure that the
workers fight for it! Unemploy-

ment insurance can and wiil be
wen in the United States only
through the mass pressure of the
working class. We have saved the
9 Scottsboro boys thus far by
mass pressure and mass demon-
stration. We will win unemploy-
ment Insurance only in this way.

The time is short. The task is
tremendous. All forces of the Com-
munist Party and the revolution-
ary movement must- pet on the job

t once.

Ne«ro Slavery Today i
4- John L. Spivak’s Stirring Novel 4*

"6EOR6SA Nlti&Eß' *

NOTE:—“Georgia Nigger” is a smashing exposure of the hideous persecution and national oppression of the Negr©
masses. The Daily Worker is relentlessly opposed to the wh’le ruling class term, “nigger.’’ and to the oppression und
contemptuous treatment of Negroes which it symbolises. The author shared this view. 4»ut. in order to paint a tru©
picture of these horrible conditions, he considered it necessary to use this term as otherwise he would have put into th©
mouths of the boss lynchers terms of respect for Negroes which they do not use.—EDITOR. i
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THE STORY SO FAR: Legally kidnapped at

the behest of the powerful white planter, Jim
Deering, and accused of being implicated in a
stabbing with which they had nothing to do, five
Negroes, including David Jackson, son"of the poor
Negro share-cropper, Dee Jackson, are forced
under threat of being sentenced to the chain gang

NINETEEN Negroes were at two
long, pine tables. The room

smelled of food and perspiration
and manure. A solemn-faced girl
brought plates of black-eyed peas
and chunks of pork, corn bread,
tin spoons and tin cups filled with
•water.

The faces at the tables were re-
sentful, su’len. Sometimes they
spoke, in low tones, as though
fearful of their own voices. A Ne-
gro facing David ate awkwardly
with his left hand. The right was
bandaged with a dirty rag. A city
Negro who had never picked a
boll before. He had been on his
way to Memphis, but he was work-
ing for Deering now. The dried
leaves, sharp as knives to the in-
experienced. had cut his hands
until they were raw.

A WHITE MAN
WITH A PISTOL

When a Negro finished eating he
went out to smoke in the shade
of the building until it was time

to be taken to the field being pick-
ed that day.

A leathery-skinned white in put-
tees and brown, duck trousers and
a pistol in a holster on his hip,
talked to the newcomers when they
went out.

“Charlie’ll show you vo’re bunks

an’ fix you up with overalls so’s
you won’t tear your clo’se.” he said
tersely. “If there’s somethin’ you

want underwear, shoes, ’baccy,
you kin git it from the commis-
sary. Better change now.”

* * *

FIFTEEN iron cots with old mat-
tresses and rough, brown blan-

kets, ranged each side of the bar-

racks. The windo,ws were covered
with iron netting. In the rear were
three stools and near them, six

faucets emptying into a sink re-
sembling a trough.

‘‘Dese heah hunks ain’ bein’
used now.” Charlie suggested,
pointing them out. “Pick yo’se’f
one.”

A Negro brought overalls and
threw them on a bunk. When the
change was made Charlie said:

“Y’all git yo’ bags in de trucks.
Ah reck’n Mist’ Taylah—he’s yo’
ovahseeah—’ll talk a bit fo’ you
go out in de fiel’s. He gin’rally do;

Bes* mine ’im, caise he’s hahd,

hahd’n a string o’ bahbed wiah.”

THE OVERSEER
TALKS

The overseer was waiting for

them near the trucks.
“You new niggers,” he began

abruptly, “any o’ you never picked
cotton befo’?”

“No, suh,” one said timidly.
“That’s good. Mr. Deerin’ specks

y’all to work an’ I figgers husky

bucks like you kin do two hunnerd
an’ fifty poun’s a day. Now, you
git the bes’ kine o’ treatment here.
Good food, an hour an’ a half fo’

dinner an’ plenty o' water out in

the fiel’s. Nbbody likes a good
nigger better’n Mr. Deerin’ or my-
se’f.”

• • *

THE three Negroes with shot-
guns mounted their horses.

The overseer glanced at them.

.., .¦¦¦¦¦¦Hi ——

HE TOO IS ENSLAVED—A white
share-cropper in Georgia, returning

from the cotton field. The system
of national oppression of the Negro
people is used by the southern
white ruling class as a means to
lower the living standards of the
white workers and share-croppers
too. Greater and greater numbers
of white toilers are realizing that
they never can be free unt’l they
unite with their Negro brothers in
joint struggles that shall win e aial
rights for Negroes and their right
of self-determination in the Black
Belt.

“They’s some niggers that don’t
appreciate good handlin’,” he add-
ed. “Them guards is fo’ them who
try to cheat Mr. Deerin’ by gittin’
advances an’ a lot o’ stuff from
the commissary an’ then runnin’
away. Some niggers is like that,
lazyin’ on the job an’ tryin’ to
swindle Mr. Deerin’.

“But T don’t figger y’all’s that
kine, so hop in. I speck bout a
hunnerd poun’s fo’ supper.”

AN OLD
ACQUAINTANCE

A pile of cotton sacks and a milk
can filled with water was In the

,MENT 12
to accept Deering’s offer to pay $25 fines for each
of them as advances against wages for work on his
plantation. Ominous tales are told about this plan-

tation. which is really a slave camp. Deering takes
them in his car to the farm, where they are greeted
by the sight of three Negro guards carrying shot-
guns. Chariie, a gigantic Negro, tells them to go to
the mess hall for dinner. Now read on: .

center of the truck. The Negro
from the cabin beside the gravel
road, the cook’s husband, sat at
David’s left and Limpy Rivers at
his right, on one of the boards
that served for seats. David was
startled to see Limpy. He had been
on the chain gang in Snake Fork,
a surly, grumbling Negro, but some
weeks before had been counted out

the boy explained.
“Come on ovah after suppah an*

Ah’ll write hit fo’ you. Co’se Ah
will.”

COOKY’S STORY

Thereafter David often visited
Cooky. They would sit on the
porch, smoke and talk in low Senes.
Sometimes Mary Lou, his wife,

CAPITOL OF TORTURE AND PEONAGE SYSTEM-The capitol at
Atlanta, Ga„ where Governor Riehard B. Russell, the State legislature and
the Attorney General direct the system of torture, peonage (slavery) andlynching wlych the capitalists and planters have built up on the backs ofthe Negro masses and which they use against the white toilers, too. In
this building, hidden away from the workers, are the secret records ofpeonage cases which the Attorney General has refused to proseente de-

. spite the fact that peonage is forbidden by the Georgia State Constitu-
tion. Jim Deering’s slave farm in “Georgia, Nigger” is typical not only of
Georgia, but of the entire Black Beit.

J

in the morning line. Outside of a
casual nod Limpy did not notice
him.

*'• • «

THE guards and overseer followed
the truck on horseback.

One of the newcomers glanced at
the fields and said:

“That’s sho a lot o’ cotton.”

“Dey’s mo’n dat,” the cook’s hus-
band volunteered. “Dey’s mo’ Doe-
rin’ niggahs ’bout three miles east.”

Pavid looked at the armed guard
following them.

“Mighty lak a chain gang.” he
said guardedly.

“You mek yo' time dcy an’ goes
free,” Limpy growled.

“We cain’ go after wo wuks put
de advance?" David asked, star-
tled.

“Ask Cooky,” Limpy returned.
“Mist’ Decrin’ gimme ten. dol-

lahs two years ago. I ain’ wukked
hit out yet,” the cook’s husband
said. •

WORK STARTS

Two miles from the stockade the
trucks entered a clearing in a full-
flowering field. Cane brakes in the
distance marked the end of the
cotton rows .The cans of water
wore placed beside a weighing ma-
chine near which 'wicker baskets
were piled. Each Negro took a bag
and a basket and left for the area
assigned him. Two guards rodfe to
the cane brakes where a path sep-
arated them from the cotton field.
The other patrolled the road from
the clearing to the highway. The
overseer rode the furrows, watch-
ing the Negroes and returning to
the clearing to weigh the full bas-
kets when they were brought in.

* * *

LIMPY walked with David.
“Some niggers try to run away

by gittin’ in dem brakes,” Limpy
said.

“Yeah?” said David.
“De brakes cn’ un in a big

swamn—miles an’ miles long.”
“Yeah.”

“Mos’ly new niggers. Doan know
no better. Ain’ no sense goin’ dey.”

“No, no sense in dat.”

One hundred pounds before sup-
per meant fast work and David
picked swiftly and steadily. The

sweat under his arms irritated
him. Sweat formed, on his upper
lio and trickled to the corners of
his mouth, leaving a salty taste.

A DAY’S WORK

An hour before sundown the
overseer blew his whistle. The
clearing was banked high with cot-
ton. In the morning the trucks
would take it to the Deering gin.

It was almost dark when the
Negroes returned to the inclosure
lighted by four lanterns on high
poles, and washed the sweat from
tb»ir faces at the common trough.

After supper thev gathered about
the worn steos of the me-s hall and
barracks. Few of them talked nnd
those who did, the burden of their
conversation was women, women
they hr.d known and women they
hoped to meet when they got out.

"If yo’re a good nigger an' do yo’
_

weight Mist’ Deerin’ ginrally car-
ries you to town some Sat’dee ev’ -

nin’ or lets you go wid Mist’ Tay-
lor,” David learned.

* * *

THE public school for Negroes in
Live Oak had been too far away

for David to attend, so he had
never learned to read or write. One
evening, on the return from the
fields, he asked Cooky if he could
write.

"Sho." be said with a touch ol
pride. 'Ah wen’ to de fo’tli grade.”

”1 want to write tuh my folks,”

would sit with them and watch her
three-year-old son at play.

Once David asked them:
"Why doan you git yo’se’f a pas-

sel o' Jan’ f’um Mist’ Deerin’ an’
maybe you kin mek a li’l money
sometimes?”

”I\T:st’ Dce’in’ doan wan’ crop-
pahs,” Cooky explained. “He got
'bout thuty now, but dey’s mos’ly
niggahs wbut’s bin dey long be-
fo’ he got de lan’. He’d rathahgit fam’ly niggahs by de month
if he kin, co’se hit’s hahd fo’m
to run away. But even single
men’s cheapah by de month
co’se in svintah he lets ’em run
away an’ he doan have to ad-
vance ’em ten dollahs a month
while de crop's growin'.”
David learned his story.

* ? •

COOKY, whose uatne was Walter (
Freedman, had worked in an I

Alabama mill until he got con- I
sumption. A Negro doctor told him I
to- get out in the sun if he wanted
to see his boy grow up, and the
coughing, emaciated Negro went
to work for a farmer. At the end
of the month he discovered that
he was being cheated. That same
night, Mary r,ou and he bundled
their few personal belongings in •

blanket, took their seven-months-
old baby, and crossed the Chatta-
hoochee River into Georgia to
avoid trouble with the planter who
claimed a debt of eight dollars and
thirty-seven cents for goods ad-
vanced. An independent Negro
farmer was giving them a lift
through Ocblockonee county when
Deering passed and asked if they
were looking for work.

THE SKIN GAME

Fortv dollars a month for him
and his wife were the wages agreed
unon and a ten dollar advance
.sealed the cohtract. At the end
of the first month Theedman's
itemized account showed that de-
ducting the value of purchases*
fre-n the commissary, he had twef
dollars and eighty-one cents du>|
him. but the clerk's ledger showed#
a debit balance of over six dol-
lars for him. Deering was in the
store looking over the ‘stock and
Freedman called his attention to
the discrepancies in the two ac-
counts, tendering his own care-
fully listed figures. The planter si-
lently took the* large, red ledger
and glanced at the Freedman page.

“That's what the ledger shows.”
he said frowning.

"Ah didn't buy dat much stuff,
suh," Freedman insisted.

“That's what the ledger shows.”
the planter snapped. "I guess your
figures don’t, include rent and in-
terest on the value advanced to
you.”

“Ifiggered rent, but T didn’t buy
dat much stuff. An’ dey cain’ be
eight dollahs int’res’,” he protested.

Deering’s far • flushed. With an
angrv excbins'ion he struck him
in the meuth; knoek’ng hinw
age lust a flour barrel. N

“You impudent sou of a bitehlV >

be raged. “Da you mean I’njP
stealing from you!”

(Continued Tomorrow)

WITH ARMED GUARDS
READY TO SHOOT HIM
DOWN, WHAT DOES COOKY
DO WH E N ATTACKED IN
THIS BRUTAL FASHION BY
THE WHITE PLANTER MHO
IS CHEATING HIM SO BRA-
ZENLY? DON’T MISS TOMOR-
ROW S INSTALMENT EXPOS-
ING MORE OF THF. HORRORS
OF THIS SYSTEM THAT IS
ENSLAVING THOUSANDS OT 1
NEGROES IN THE SOOTH TO.J
DAYI
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