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PREFACE

On March 6, the letter printed in this pamphlet was
presented to President Roosevelt, through his secretary,
Mr. Howe, by a delegation of the National Conference of
the Unemployved Councils. Since that time, the attacks
against the workers and toiling farmers by the United States
povernment, based upen legislation dntroduced direetly by
Roosevelt, have clearly shown the meaning of the "new deal”

The elosing of the banks, the economy bills at the expense
of the povernment employes: and veterans, the so-called farm
relief bill, the inflation measures, the military foreed labor
camps for the young workers, the wage cuts, the industrial
recovery bill which will establish conditions, hours and wages
in the shops apainst which the workers will have no appeal,
the coming salez taxes, show the real position of Roosevelt.

The United States Congress passed the $5600,000,000 relief
bill, which proves that the government does not intend fo
provide for the unemployed. The $3,300,000,000 public works
program has as its first provision the building of waor vessels,
while the government talks "peace™ and disarmament.

On the other hand, the government continues to give sub-
gidies to the banks and corporation. It has allowed Morgan
and other billionaires to ezcape paying taxes.

The situation of the workers has become worse since the
inauguration of Roosevelt. Having given him a “chance,” we
find, in spite of the ballyhoo, that few workerz have returned
to work. The number of unemployved has increazed and their
gituation has become more desperate. The cities refuse o
grant sufficient relief. Millions of workers have to go without.
The attacks on the workers multiply. What is our answer?
We must struggle—or we will be cruzhed.

Unemployment insurance at the expense of the employers
and the government iz the immediaote need of the working
clazs. The Unemployed Council, building up the wnited front
of all workers, is inaugurating a eampaign to win gocial and
unemployment tnsurance—through mass pressure to force the
enactment of the, Workers Social and Unemployment In-
surance Bill.
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!
E' MAKE THE DEMOCRATS KEEP THEIR
PROMISES

(Statement Presemted to Previdemt Franklinm D. Roosevelt,
March 6, 1933)

Franklin D. Roosevelt, !
President of the United States,

White House,

Washington, D, C.

We herewith submit:

The demande of the unemployed of the United States, as
adopted in Conference on the Washington-Baltimore highway
ot December b, 1082, by the three thousand delegates fo the
National Hunger March, elected by unemployed councils, trade
unions of the Amnterican Federation of Labor., Railroad
Brotherhoods, Trade Union Unity Lecgue and Independent
Uniong, and other workers' organizations, representing the
neads and wntereste of the masses of this country.

The demands of the unemployed were placed before the gov-

i ernment of the United States in December, 1931 and again
on December 6, 1932, The answer of the povernment in both
cases was police ferror.

WHO IS THE "FORGOTTEN MAN"

Mr. Roosevelt, as candidate of the Democratic Party,
during the election campaign you made liberal pledges to
the “forgotten man.” Who iz the “forgotten man?” He is
among:

The 17,000,000 unemployed sulfering misery and star-
valion in a land of plenty;

The millions of part-time workers, whose situation, ac-
cording to the Illinois Department of Labor “constitutes
a prohlem quite as serious as complete unemployment,”
becanse of the small number of hours that these workers
are allowed to work and their miserable wages;

The more than 3,000,000 working women, who are un-
able to find work;
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The millions of Negroes, Jim-Crowed and discrimi-
nated agaimst whose lot is the most miserable at all
times, and now has become desperate:

The nearly 2,000,000 unemployed exservicemen, who
have been denied the adjusted compensation and whose
disability allowances are heing cut:

The nearly 2,000,000 homeless men, women, and vouth,
who are abandoned by society, driven out of their homes
by hunger, and whom the government now intends to
impress into the army to prepare them for use against
the unemployed and employed workers who struggle
against hunger, and for use in war; /

The 14,000,000 children of the unemploved in the United
Btates:

The millions of impoverished Negro and white farmers
swho are losing their last belongings.

The hundreds of thousands of “white collar™ workers,
office workers, engineers, techniciuns, teachers, profes-
sors, artists, musicians, who are penniless and starving—
These are the “forgotten man,” who was told during the

clection campaign that “no one shall suffer from hunger or
cold,” and who was promised “unemployment insurance.” ©On
the baszis of these rosy promiises, the masses of workers and
farmers of the United States voted for the Demoeratic Party,
in the hope that the Democratic Party would srive them a
“new deal.”

Since November, the Demoeratice Party has been in control
of the eountry. Not only did it eontrol the United States
Congress, but also at least 88 States, Although the situa-
tion has become progressively worse, the Democratic Party
has done virtwally nothing to alter it and to help the millions
of unemployed. This is a cleéar indication of what tHe alection
promises meant—a bait for votes, but nothing more.

Since the elections, one more million have been added to
the army of unemployed.

NO END OF CRISIS IN SIGHT
The decline in employment has gone forward at breakneck
speed, Althongh “optimistic” predictions were made by those
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whose business it iz to spread “optimizm,” employment de-
clined 3.9 per cent in Januarv, while wages dropped § per
cent, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The steel
industry, the basic industry of the country, is working at
only 17 per eent of capacity; the building construetion in-
dustry is almost at a stadstill. The auto industry is operat-
ing at about 15 per cent of capacity, while there iz pract-
ieally no railroad and shipbuilding construction. Mining i=s
continually on the decline. The best index of the situntion i
the power industry, which today is at almost the lowest leval
since the beginning of the erisig, the end of which on one
—not even the astute “optimists” or their agents—dare pre-
dict: The. crisiz is not at an end: there is o upward turn.
Capitalism is in the midst of its basic crisis, and the captal-
ists are seeking methods to escape the burdens by thrusting
them onto the shoulders of the laboring masses.

In the period since the elections, the situation of the un-
employed and part-time workers has been seriously aggra-
vated.  Having no reserves to fall back upon, with their last
savings swallowed up in the bank. failures throughout the
goontry—from 1929 to 1932, 5738 banks with deposits of over
815 bitlion dollars closed .their doors—thess workers are in
a desperate plight.  Accordini to testimony befors the U, 8.
Senate Committee on Manufacturers, many of these men

and women have been out of work for one year or more.

Their physical condition has broken down. These are the
large body of “forpotten man,” who are demanding a “new
deal”—not a promise but deeds.

The situation of the part-time workers in mAany cases is
no better. Some big corporations, as, for instance, the
United States Steel Corporation, grant a worker one day's
work in two weeks, from which he must feed his family, pay
rent, ete. This is shameless and means starvation for these
workers, for they obtain no relief whatever from the looal
or' State relief organizations.

The mass unemployment has slso reacted with disastrous
results upon the conditions, wages and hours of the employed
workers. Mr. Tone, Industrial Commissioner of Connecticut,
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reports that in New Haven, women are forced to work in the
dress factories B0 hours a week for 65 cents. In Pennsyl-
vania women and girls labor for two weeks for $1.65. Wages
of 8 and 10 cents an hour are common at the present time,
as for instance, at the Briggs Manufacturing Co. plants in
Detroit. The situation among the miners iz such that men toil
8 to 10 howrs for $1.25.

Deaths from starvation, insanity, disease from malnutri-
tion (a polite term for hunger), erime and prostitution are
seriously on the increase. In city after eity, despite inztrue-
tions that such “peszimistic” matters should not be reported
(American Advertizing Assoeiation Convention), workers are
dropping from hunger. In New York, Chicago, Cleveland,
San Francisco—in every city the workers are starving. In
New Jersey, not alone the children but the school teachers
are fainting in the schools. (New York Evening Post, Feb.
18, 1933.)

The lodging and flophouses eannot house the homeless,
large numbers of whom sleep in doorways, lobbies, subways
—yes, even submit to being locked up in jail to keep from
freezing,

The ‘homeless youth, men, and women whose number is
living in flophouses, jungles, Hoovervilles, Rooseveltburgs,
ete., outeasts from society, persecuted, threatened with jail
and chain gang. The number of boys and girls denied the
right to work, increases from vear to wvear by praduation
from schools and colleges. The city, State, and United States
governments refuse to provide for the single men and
women. The only use to which the United States govern-
ment turn them is to make soldiers of the boys. While the
past practice of the employers was to fire the older workers
and hire younger workers, they have reversed their posi-
tion and now employ the older men—but ot wages of boys
and girls.

As a result of the appalling conditions in the country more
than 3,000,000 women and girls are out of work. Many of the
women were the family breadwinmers., Today the homes
are foodless and the whole family suffers, The girls are
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forced to leave home and find shelter wherever they can.
Many of them are forced into prostitution.

Among the most despicable conditions foreed on the work-
erz is the compelling of whole families to live in the Rooze-
veltburgs and jungles, driven back into primitive methods
of existence, as a result of the eriziz and the refusal of the
employers and the government to provide adequate relief and
insurance. Hundreds of thonsands of familie= have been
evicted from their homes. In New York City alone, during
the year 1932, 312,000 dispogsess notices were served, Many
families throughout the country have been evicted three, four
and even six times a year. (Report of Committer on Mann-
factures.)

During the election campaign, Mr. Roosevelt was quoted as
stating that “six to ten million children are suffering from
undernourishment and are fainting at their desks.” Sinee
that time, government agencies show that the number has in-
creased. Dr. Appel, State Secretary of Health of the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, states, “there iz one under
nourished child for every unemployed worker in Pennsylva-
fig.” According to Governor Pinchot, there are 2,000,000
unemployed in that State, (New York Times—Feb, 15,
1933). These children are suffering from pellagra and flux,
and are now the victims of ricketz and tuberculoziz. This
means condemnation of the rising generation of the
working class to anmmia and physieal debility. According to
Health Commissioner Wynne of New York, one-fourth
of all the children in New York today are undernourished.
In West Virginia and Kentucky, according to the New York
T#ines, Jan, B, 1933, “91 percent of the children in the most
destitute areas were seriously undernourished.” At the same
time, driven by poverty, 3,000,000 children toil in factories,
mines fields, ete,

NEGROES MOST EXPLOITED :

The worst sufferers from the crisis are the Negroes in the
North and particularly in the South. Seventy-two percent of
all wage-earning Negroes in Harlem, New York, are unem-
ployed. Although the Negroes of Baltimore reprezent only
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17 per cent of the population, they are 41 percent of the
unemployed. Of the 45,000 unemploved in Washington, D.
Ci, 80,000 arc Negrocs. The Negroes in lmost all cities and
- towne are denied work; they receive little relief, and where
it is granted, (together with the Latin-American and Italian
Wworkers) they receive far lesa than the other sections: of
the working class, on the grounds that “they are used to a
lower standard of living.” (New York Home Relief Bureau).

In the South, the Negroes are allowed to dis of starvation,
being considered of lower value than chattelz. The Negro
wamen are losing their jobs, being replaced by white girls,
Pellagra and fiux, prevalent throughout the South, and
rickets, especially attack the” Negro children. There is such
abject poverty that the children of the working class go
without shoes and in rags. If the Negroes put up a fight
against these conditions, they are joiled and sment to the
chain gang, if they are not brutally shot down by the author-
ities and the Ku Klux gangs.

Today fully 42 per cent of the warking popilation ie totally
wnawmiployed, millions more are working only part dtme, The
payrolls of the country are down to 37.7 per eent of 1027,
According to the Cleveland Trust Company, the fndustrial
production index haa fallen to about 40 points below the 19290
leval,

In Chicago, the situation is even more alarming.. In De-
cember 1832, the employment index for manufacturing indu-
stries declined 45.56 points from December, 1827, and payroils
declined 63.8 points for the same period, according to the
Hinois Department of Labor. The statement further reports
that “the figures for the last wmonths of 1932 furnish no fi
dication that the bottem has yet been reached.” No serions
economist dares predict that the bottom has been reached,
despite the “optimistic” predictions of Ford, Rockefeller and
Sehwab, .

Living costs have not declined in measure equal to the
lowered income of those =till working or receiving relief.
According to Mary Anderson of the Women's Bureau of the
United States Department of Labor, in the last two YEArs,
wages dropped 54 per ecent, while the cost of living declined
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only 18 per cent. Ronts for the working class have hardly
decréased, except in those cases where the workers organized
and earried out rent strikes.

The ez-soidievs, for whom the povernment professed warm-

admiration in 1917, are “forgotten.” These herces of wyes-
terday, who doring days of progperity were held up before
the youth as examples, are now apurned and denied even the
back wages which are due them. They demand, and correctly,
the immediate payment of these back wages, They demand
that there be ne cuts in disability allowanees. Az the Vears
pass by, more and more of them feel the effects of warfare—
gassing, shell shock, ete. The red tape connected with efforts
to obtain medical treatment and proper relief is so fearful
that many of them give up in despair, The discrimination
against the Negro veterans is outrageous,

FARMERS ARE DESPERATE

The situation of the toiling farmers is similar to that of
the workers. In three years the gross farm income has fallen
more than 565 per cent. The result is that the farmers cannot
meet their debts and mortgages, pay their interest and taxes.
By the hundreds of thousands they have been forced off the
farms through actial kungoer, They cannot send their chil-
dren to school for lack of clothes and shoes. The Negro and
white sharecroppers of the South are practically serfs on the
land, subject to the whim and will of the landlord and mer-
chant who hold the threat of jail, prison camp, chain gang
and lynching as a whip over their heads. The Demoeratic
propogal of the allotment plan would not aid the toiling
fnrmers, but would be a direct attack on the cost of living
of the workers in the city.

One of the most shameless forms of explottation of the
hunger and misery of the unemmloved iz forced [abor.
While pretending to afford the unemployed a means of
work, the state and ecity are foreing the unemployed to do
work at miserably low wWages. They even compel union men,
who are entitled to union wages, to aceept a much reduced
scale, and then, as in Atlantie City, with the approval of
the union bureaucrats, pay them in food baskebs This
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slashes the standard of living that the workers of this
country have fought for through generations of struggle.

The employers, the government, and their apologists tell
us that the erisis haz “hit all classes alike.” This is un-
trite. While the workers' wages are down to 37.7 per cent
of 1927, the dividends and interest payments to the capital-
ist class in 1932 were 60 por cont above those of 1926, In
1832, the banks and ecorporations pocketed £7,000,000,000
in dividends and interest payments. That hundreds of
millions more are “earned” by capitalists and not reported,
is shown in the unreported taxable income of Charles Mit-
chell, of the National City Bank of New York, which is
only one example of the fraudulent manner in which the
big capitalista conceal their swollen profits,

The system iz shaking. The capitalists are determined
to get out of the crisis at the expense of the workers.
While pleading the need of economy, they do not hesitate
to spend hundreds of millions of dollars for war purposes.
At the same time that they deny relief to the millions of
unemployed, they have appropriated $800,000,000 for direct
war purposes (last session of Congress). War is the final
hoped-for method of escape for the capitalists—but it is
no escape for the workers. The workers want no bogzes’ war.
Capitalist war does not benefit the working elass, but only
increases its misery ond buwrdens.

Four months have passed since the elections. Mr. Roose-
velt and the Democratic Party carried on the election cam-
paign exposing the bankruptey of the Republican Party.
Since November, the Democratic Party has been in control
of the United States Congress and the Statez. Where have
they changed the situation? Has the condition of the
workers and toiling farmers of this country improved? Our
answer is a categorical No—and the Demoeratic Party is
responsible, It cannot talk abouty lack of authority, It
eannot speak about interference. The Democratic Party
bears the full responsibility for the present situation, which
will be changed only through the pressure of the working
MARKEE,
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What has the govermment dome in this situation, which
has brought more suffering to the workers than ever befors
tn the history of this country?

The employera and the government continue to resist and
oppose every measure for relieving the suffering of the
masses. Instead of relief for the masses, more than $1,-
700,000,000 has been loaned to the banks and corporations
through the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. These
gifts to the rich were to serve as a means of “restoring
confidence and prosperity.” Actually these funds were used
to meet the corporations’ obligations to the banks, which
thus reimbursed themselves at the expense of the govern-
ment. More than §$337,000,000 has been loaned by the
Reconstruetion Finance Corporation to the railroadsz, on the
pretext that these loans would provide a means of putting
more men to work. Similarly, the railroad magnates, with
the aid of the chiefs of the Railroad Brotherhoods put
through a wage cut of 10 per cent, in February, 1932, on
the promise that this would enable them to hire more men.
Instead they fired more than 120,000 svorkers.

At the beginning of the erisis, the federal government
proposed a vast building construction program as a means
of solving unemployment.. But construction and all kinds
of public improvements have declined year by year. Where-
as $9,344,000,000 was spent for public works in 1930, the
expenditure was only $3,247,000,000 in 1932, (Testimony
before the Committee on Manufactures.) It iz clear that
there is no serious intention of carrying out this program,
nor would thiz program provide jobs for the 17 million
unemployed.

FAKE RELIEF PLANS

Up to October 15, 1932, the Reconstruction Finance Cor-
poration authorized loans totaling $£124,500,000 for wark
relief. This would give work to at most 54,333 persons
for one year according to the Reconstruction Finance Cor-
poration. Actually only 26c out of every $1000 appropri-
ated by the Reconstruction Finance Corporation has thus
far been used by the States.
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Msaking a gesture in keeping with the shameless dema-
gogy ueed by the Democratic Party during the election cam-
paign, the Democrats introduced the Wagner bill in the
recent session of Congress. This bill which would have pro-
vided the barest pittance for the unemployed, has been
thrown into the wastebasket on the grounds that “it wonld
cauze a drain on federal finances.” (Statement of Mr. Rai-
ney, Democratic leader—New York Evening Telegram, March
1, 1983.)

This again reveals the kind of “new deal” that the “for-
gotten man" may expect from the Democratic Congresa,

The farm loan banks, which are supposed to assist the
farmers, make loans not to the impoverished farmer, who
is mortgaged to the limit and cannot therefore provide the
security demanded, but to the wealthy farmer. The Red
Crose, which distributes government owned supplies of cot-
ton and flour, refuses to use these as relief to the unem-
ployed, but instead pays out these suppliezs az part of the
wages to the workers employed in private enterprizes in the
South (Arkansas, Tennessee, Kentucky miners).

The billion dollar subsidies to the bankers and corporations
and the millions returned as tax refunds to the rich are econ-
vincing proof that the government of the United States is
not acting in the interests of the working class, but in the
interests of the capitalists,

This iz not all. On the specious argument of economy, the
federal, state and municipal governments are discharging
hundreds of thowsands of workers, cancelling proctically all
building projects, and cutting wages. Thousands of schools
have cloged wp; the school rooms are crowded: the attend-
ance is declining; the health of the children, as a result of
the conditions in the homes and schools, is seriously affected;
lunches are not being provided for them in adequate meas-

ure; the teacherz are overworked; their salaries have been ﬁ;
cut., The whole educationnl system of the country is n
darig e,

The appropriations of the States and municipalitiezs have
dropped on the score that there were no funds. Under the
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threat of the bankers, a program of economy was and is
peing put through. These bankers, particularly in New
York, threatened to make no further loans unless there were
wage slashes, ete., which would enable the eity to cut the tax
rates, Under the leadership of the same Charles Mitehell
who has filched tens of thousands of dollars in income taxes
from the government, the Wall Street bankers dictated to
the Tammany government of New York (which accepted their
“recommendations”) to eut wages, fire thousands of workers
and reduee relief.

FAKE CONSTRIBUTIONS TO CHARITY RACKETS

Drives for emergency relief, community chest, and block
aid campaigns, the latter supported by J. P, Morgan and
Norman Thomas alike, have been condueted in the shops,
factories, offices and stores, the workers being' compelled to
contribute on pain of losing their jobs. In many instances
the “contributions” have simply been extracted from the
pay envelopes. City employes were intimidated into making
donations. This was the process of having the “poor take
care of the poor,” of “sharing the suffering with the jobless,™
and of helping to maintain the income of the rich intact.
Relief agencies admit that increasing unemployment and the
lowered living standards of the workers are reducing the
revenues from such campaigns and that they are powerless
to meet the relief demands made upon them.

The hundreds of millions of relief that have been raised
have not reached the wnemployed. Not only are there mil-
lions of unemployed throughout the eountry who are receiv-
ing no relief—according to Senator Wagner “4, 750,000 fam-
ilieg are living in destitution”—but those receiving relief do
not obtain sufficient to maintain themselves and their fam-
ilies, dn mozt places single men get no relief whatever.
Negro and foreign-born workers are diseriminated against,
The amount of velief i totally 'insufficient. According to
Grace Abbott of the United States Childrens Bureaun, from
B7.60 to $10 iz vequired per week for a family of five for
faod alone. Nowhere in the country is there such a relief
budget.

E
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On the contrary, not only is there no place in the country
where even this bare subsistence level iz granted, but only a
fraction of the unemployed are receiving any relief. Thus,
according to report of Relief Direetor Ballinger of Detroit,
only 10 per cent of the 350,000 unemployed there are receiv-
ing relief. (Detroit News, February , 1933),

It is well known that in the large cities, New York, Chi-
cago, Philadelphia, St. Louis, ete. politicians put their el
atives and political friends on the relief list, just as they
put them into relicf jobs. Employved office holders have Leen
found on the relief lists. Relief funds were used for election
purpozes in New York City in the last presidential elections.

In connection with the Community chests, Mr. Hurlin of
the Russell Sage Foundation states: “I estimate that abowt
25 per cent of the total budgets of these chests would repre-
gent aoctua! relief dishursements.” We ask: where does the
rest of the money go? Does graft account for the balance?

Refuging to meet the needs of the situation, the employers
and the government have recognized no limits in their ruth-
less treatment of the unemployed. In an effort to avoid even
the hungry doles, they have deliberately broken up homes,
They take children from their parents and put them into
institutions. They refuse relief to the small homeowner who
cannot meet hi= taxes, on the ground that he is an “owner.”
They deny relief to a family that owns a piece of furniture,
demanding that the family be first reduced to pauperism.
“Good” Christian gentlemen, who reil at the radieals, are
demolizshing the American home.

The share-the-work plan approved by the government, the
leaders of the American Federation of Labor and of the
Socialist Party, was inaugurated under the leadership of
Walter Teagle, President of the Standard Oil Company of
New Jersey. He claims he has “put 5,000,000 men back to
work.” This recalls the drive of the American Federation of
Labor and American Legion to secure 1,000,000 jobs, get
the number of unemployed has increased steadily.

While 5,000,000 have “gone back to work” on the share-
the-work plan. the number of unemployed has grown. This
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shows either the falsity of the elaims of Teagle, or that the
number of those fired at the same time has outetripped the
5,000,000, At the same time, the ghare-the-work plan means
the sharing of the wages of thoze still working, The bill of

Mr. Black, Democratic Senator of Alabama, for a 30-hour -

week, has the approval of the leaders of the American Fed-
eration of Labor, the so-called “progressives” in the A, F. of
L., the Musteites, and the Socialist Party. This bill and the
share-the-work plan are rightfully called “share-the-hunger"
plang, the system otherwize known as Hoover's stagger plan.

The State and municipal governments and the employera
have also promoted the “back to the land" movement, in the
hope of thus ridding themselves of the problem of caring
for the unemployed in the cities. While =till Governor of
New York, Mr. Roogevelt fostered a plan of this kind in
the neighborhood of Albany. This movement is being sup-
ported throughont the United States at a time when the
toiling farmers are bankrupt, and their markets declining
because of the poverty of the workers in the city. At the
same tims barter is taking the place of the ordinary methods
of exchange; the scrip system is being introduced because
of the bankruptecy of municipal and State governments.
These are all conceived of az shrewd methods of the capital-
ists for evading their obligations and the demands of the
toiling masses for—avork or relief. The workers are learning
that these systems have only one effect; to lower the stand-
ard of relief to the barest animal existence — to cut the
standard of wages of those still at work,

The whole relief system i breaking down. In New York,
the workers on work relief have been notified that it will be
discontinued on April 1. The real estate owners who are
demanding a lower tax rate, insist upon redoced expendi-
tares. The first attack iz on the wages of the workers and
on relief. In Pennsylvania, Governor FPinchot, who iz re-
garded as a progressive, is now introducing the so-called
“eommissary” plan, as iz Governor MeNutt of Indiana, This
means reduction of the hunger standard of the unemployed,
and a slashing of conditions of the entire working class.

Since March 6, 1930, the workers have conducted a fight
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against the crisls and its destructive effects and against the
system of which the erisis is a part. On that day, under the
leadership of the Communist Party, more than one million
workers demonstrated against the growing pauperization of
the masses. The workers have built up the Unemploged

- Couneils, as their fighting organs. In all parts of the country

the struggle has gone on for relief, against discrimination,

against evictions, for relief of the ringle men, against high

rents, against forced labor, against foreclosures; for food,
clothing and lunches for the children, through local, State
and national hunger marches, through struggles and demon-
strations at the local relief bureaus. Uniting with the farm-
ers, they have prevented the seizure of farmers' property.
The growing resentment of the workers throughout the eoun-
try, who forgot their political differonces, whether they follow
the Democratic, Republican, Communist or Socialist Parties,
regardless of their religious affiliation, irrespective of mna-
tionality, age or sex; the growing unity of the white and
Negro workers; the developing zolidarity between the work-
era ond teiling farmers; the rapidly increasing unity with-
in the toiling masses against their common foe—hunger—
and against thoze who foree the hunger regime upon them—
thiz has been achieved by the Mnemployed Councils,

Every concession won from the ruling class and the gov-
ernment is the result of struggle led by the Uneniployed

Councils—in Chicago, 5t. Louis, Richmond, Cleveland, Bir-

mingham, New York, Baltimore,, Philadelphia, Indianapolis,
Detroit—throughout the country.

Can the working class remain indifferent—

When in Lackawanna, N. Y. “the jobless were found
living on less than £2 a week in dark cellars under stores,
their beds beside piles of coal.” Officials said they found
that often the needy went hungry for several days at a
time. One group, a young mother, her eight months ald
gon, her mother and two boarders were trying to live
on one man's $2-a-week grocery order. Frequent mpeels
for aid had been denied. (New York Evening Post.)

When the young son of a war veteran drops dead from
hunger in an Albany school?

16

S E e e,
. -.

oo —




When a father is shiot dead by a policeman in Phila-
delphia for stealing a bottle of milk for his child?
| When in Birmingham iwo Negro workers are shot
L, down for demanding food, and the babies of two white
working women die for lack of food and attention to the
mothers?

Can the working class remain silent in face of these
facts? |

Can the working class remain indifferent and expee-
tant of a “new deal,” when Negro share croppers who
organize in Alabama are shot down by the represent-
atives of the government of the South, which is regarded
a5 the staunchest supporters of the Democratic Party and
of President Roosevell, while wages are the lowest and
starvation more widespread than in any other part of the
eountry 7
e Can the workers of Massachusetts remain indiferent
when the “progressive” Democratic Governor Ely at-
tempts to wipe out all protective legislation fought for
by the workers, and puts Massachusetts on a plane with
the backward South?

It is mot matural that white sharecroppers in Ala-
. bame line up with and protect their Negro fellow work-
! ers, since they are driven by the same chain gang prison
conditions, and white deputy sheriffs and Ku Klux thugs
hunt them down. with bloodhounds?

Can one wonder that the whole countiry is arousitd by
the vicious sentence imposed on the young Negro Com-
munist Angelo Herndon, by a white capitalist court for
the “crime” of organizing the starving Negro and white
workers of Atlanta, Ga.?

Can we remain mute and indifferent when workers are
abuged, maltreated, jailed and shot down, while men who
mercilessly rob the workers, exploit the farmers, and
defrand the government are honored citizens of the
couniry 7 r
g %, One eannot wonder that the workera are fighting and that ]
Negroes are in the forefront. The Unemployed Coun-
| ells declaye that the struggle must go on more intensively -
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than ever to foree the Democratic government of the
IInited Statez to keep it pledges. The workers 7re-
fise to starve. The dteiling farmers refuse to ae-
cept hunger. The corisis i driving the workers and farm-
grs to fight. Factories are closed down—while workers
clamor for work. Food is in plenty—while workers and their
families starve. Buildings remain empiy—while millions of
aorkers and their families are shelterless, Clothing abounds
—aphile workers and farmers go in tatters. The workers
categorically demand adequate relief and unemployment in-
guranse at the expense of the bosses and the government.

There is no reason for thiz situation except that the capi-
talists demand profit from every minute of work. They have
no marketz for the tremendous output of industry that the
workers produce., The factories shut down; the workers are
thrown inte the streets to starve. The farmers produce
food, but supplies are so extensive and their consumption =0
low, because of the mass unemployment and starvation, that
the stocks of raw materials diminished in one year only
8.7 per cent. (Associated Press.)

Only a few weeks ago, Mr. Roosevelt was quoted as stating
that if the country would return to the peak of production
of 1929, “five to ten million workers will not return fo
work” With this army of unemployed ever eager to find
work, the conditions of the employed workers will be reduced
to a hunger level, The introduetion of more highly efficient
machinery, higher speed, new methods, will throw more
millions of men out of work. The army of unemployed i8
permanent, Stognation and decay are written on the wall
of capitalism, which is trying to save itself through HIerens-
ing tervor and war. The workers demand relief today.
They demand protection todey when out of work no matter
for what cause.

The Unemployed Councils have received tremendous sup-
port from the workers throughout the eountry and have
conducted gigantic struggles for relief and unemployment in-
surance. The Democratic Party, to offset this fizhting spirit,
put into its election platform a clause for “unemployment
and old age insurance under State laws.” Mr. Roosevelt
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during the election campaign brought this forward as a need
and right of the working class. This swung millions of work-
ers in favor of the Democratic Party—thongh it did not
frighten the capitalist masters behind the scenes.

While still Governor of New York, Mr. Roozevelt con-
voked a conference of Governors of zix States to discuss the
question of unemployment insurance. Mr. Roosevelt then
appointed a commission to “study™ the question. This com-
mission had the assistance of “experts.” After two Vears
of study, in January 1933, the commission reported its find-
ings in the form of legislative proposals. These proposals,
formulated in the Byrne bill for “Unemployment Reserves,”
are outrageoug in character. This bill affords no insurance
te the 108,000 farm workers in New York., It excludes all
city and State employees. It denies protection to the nearly
2,000,000 non-manual (white collar) workers in New York.
As the most vicious aspect of the bill it, grants no fnsurance
whatever to the 2,300,000 at present unemployed in the State
of New York. If adopted, in this shameful form, it would
not go into operation so far as the workers are concerned,
until October, 1935!

Even thiz mockery of unemployment insurance did not
pleage the capitalists. Through their representatives in the
State legislature and on the commission, including the rep-
resentative of the American Federation of Labor, the bill
has been shelved. Governor Lehman, who is also considered
a “progressive” Democrat, declares that he is inclined to
“demand contributions by the employers until conditions im-
prove.” In the meantime the workers shall starve. The bill
i3 off the order of business!

Similar bills are before other State lepislatures—New
Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Ohio, Wisconsin, Thesa
bills have the support of the leaders of the Ameriean Fad-
eration of Labor and the Sccialist Party.

The rank and file of the American Federation of Labor,
the Railroad Brotherhoods and the Socialist Party, are in
rebellion against the position of their leaders. More than
1,000 locals of the A, F. of L. are on record for the only
genuine Unemployment Insurance Bill—the Workers' Bill
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Tor Unemployment and Social Insurance at the expense of the
emplogers and the government. The rank and file of the
A. F. of L. are suffering from unemployment as sare
the other workers. They ars unable to pay their dues and
assessments and are being expelled from their unionz. The
leaders, on the other hand, continue to take high salaries,
at the same time eooperating with the emplovers in redue-
ing the wages and conditions of the workers in the shops
and mines.

To thiz situation facing the toiling masses of this country,
capitalist terror is no answer, The contemptible, infamous
attack of the Hoover administration on the veterans in Wash-
ington on July 28, 1932, which evoked no eriticism from the
then Democratic presidential canditate, Mr. Roosevelt, did not
seitle the guestion of the bonus. The police attacks on the
workers in the cities, fiphting for relief and against evictions
do not settle the question of hunger. The police terror apainst
the National Hunger March in Washington on Decembor 4,
B, 6, did not stop the struggle for relief and insurance. The
terror against the farmers fighting against foreclosures and
for relief, and the Ku Klux Klan and government tertor
against the Negro maszes do not settle the farming and Ne-

gro questions. Terror is a weapon in the hands of the ruling

class, but if will not keep the workers from etrugole,
WORKERS MAKE IMMEDIATE DEMANDS

We reiterate, therefore; the demands of the workers of this
country placed before the Demoeratic Congress on December
8, 1932, These demands are so much more imperative in view
of the rapidly worsening situation; the breakdown of the loeal
and State rveliof agencies, ag admitted by the Mayors and
Governors; and the fact that the federal government is the
only body able to provida relief and insirance for all work-
ors throughout the cowntry. In the name of the Ameriean
working class we, the “forgotten man.” demand the “new
deal,”

Empowered as we were on December 6, 1932, we are em-
pPowered again today to place before you, as Chief Executive
of the United States government, the demand then presented,
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of millions of men, women, and children:

1. Immediate direct federal emergency cash reliel
appropriation of $50 for each unemployed and part time
worker, man or woman, without discrimination, plus £10
for each dependent, in addition to local relief.

2. Immediate enactment of a sy=tem of federal Unem-
plovment and Social Insurance by the government
through taxes upon wealth and income and the diversion
of all present appropriations for war purposes to relief
and insurance, The Unemployment and Social Insurance
Bill shall embody the following provisions: .

) Unemployment and social insurance for each
worker, irrespective of natiomality, color, age, sex or
political opinion, when incapacitated for work for reas- ,
ons beyond his or her control, whether for unemploy- |
ment, part time work, sickness, accident, maternity, |
or old age. '

h) The insurance shall be equal to the average full
wage of the worker in the particular industry and ter-
ritory, but in no case shall be less than $10 per week
and #3 for each dependent.

¢) The insurance shall require no waiting period and
shall continue for the full period of unemployment.

d) No worker shall be disqualified for refusal to work
below the prevailing trade union rates in the vicimity,
or because of strike or unsafe or unhealthful condi-
tions.

2) The workers shall make no contributions to the
insurance fund, nor shall the government colleet such
funds through taxes on articles of mass consumption,
through sales, manufacturers’ taxes, or “economy"™
measures involving dismiszals or cuts in wages, ete.

f) The relief and the Unemployment and Social In-
surance fund shall be administered and controlled hy
the workers, through commissions composed of rank
and file members elected by the workers® orgpaniza-
fions.

as the necessary immediate steps to preserve the lives of tens %
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3. Full and immediate payment of the war veterans'
adjusted compensation certificates; no cot in the disability
allowances; mo discrimination in hospitalization.

4. Immediate cash relief to the impoverished farm-
ers in the sum of $500,000,000 and legislation prohibiting
the seizure of farms or other property for the collection
of debts, rents, interest or taxes. Administration of the
relief fund through the farmers' own organizations.

3. Federal legislation prohibiting seizure of homes of
unemployed or part-time employed workers and small
home-owners for non-payment of taxes and mortgages,
and the eviction of unemploved workers from their
?nmes. Provision of adequate housing for the home-
ES8,

6. Federal legislation guaranteeing the workers the
right of free speech, press and assemblage; the right to
organize and strike; abolishing completely the use of the
imjunction.

7. Federal legislation insuring the Negroes their rights;
abolishing discrimination, segregation and Jim-Crowism;
penalizing lynching, and granting the Negroes the right,
together with whites, io form sell-defense corps against
attacks.

These are the demands that the working masses place be-
fore the United States government. In order that these pro-
posals may be put through without delay, we demand the
calling of Congress info session within ten days of this pre-
gentation with the firet order of business: Immediate, Di-
rect Federal Emergency Cash Relief and Unemployment and
Soeial Insurance at the ecxpense of the employers and the
goveyrmment,

The workers, toiling farmers and Negro masses will watch
most closely every step of the Democratic government.
Pledges have been made. The situation demands action. The
“forgotlen man” demands that the pledges be redesmed in
deeds without delay.

NATIONAL COMMITTEE, UNEMPLOYED COUNCILS,
I. AMTER, National Secretary




Adopred ar the Conference Colled by vhe A. F. of E; Committee for Ulnemplovment
Trsursnce, af Cincinael fm November, [9%2

WORKERS' UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE BILL
That 8 syatein of federal government woemployment insurance be [mmediamly
established by an nee of Comgress and made immedistely effective, guarantesing
the average wapes in the respective indursiries ancd territocles fn the Ulnfted Seates,
The simemplojment dnsurance shall not be fess than FL0.00 weekly for adult
workers, S3.00 for each dependent, to all workers wholly  aoemploied throagh no
faule of theic own, foc the entie period of unemployment,

Far all workers, mo disoimination—That oeemployment insurasce B¢ pald o
every wmemplayed worker, adule, and youth, whether industrial or agricuftocal,
office employees, and all other categories of wage labor, native er foreigndars,
citizen or nonscitizem, white and Megea, men gnd women, and without discriminas
ticn agaitnst cage, solor, age or political opinicn. No worker shall be depeived of
unemployment insuramce because of refusal to take the place of strikers o o
work for lesa than wnion raves of pay.

Insuramce at the expense of the employers and the govermmemo—=That the full
fands for unemployment insuramce shkall be raised by the govermment froen fmmds
now st aside for wae (fepatations and by famation opon incomes owee 55,0080 a
year, In no instance shall there ke any comtribotions levied upon the workers in
say form whatscever for this insurance,

Administration by the workers—That the onemployenent insoranes fupd shall be
sdmbinistered and controlled by the workess through unemployment insorance come
mittions composed of rank and fle members of workers' crganizations, That fin-
emplopment  indurance commissions be empowersd o establish free employment
exchanges for the registration of the wackers, the payment of unemployment
insurance, the hearing of contested claims for weemployment fosurance and
appesls [raim awards made,

For ather forms of sccial insurance—That social insorance be paid  to workers
to the mmount mot less than F10.00 weekly for adule workers, §3.00 for each
dependont to compensate for loss of wages through sickness, accidemt, ofd age,
matehity, eic,

Pare cime workers shall ceceive the difference between  their wages and
the wnemployment insurance benofic. No wocker shall be disgualified from recefving
poemployment insursnee beciise he refosen vo work ar wages Below whatr he was
farmerly recoiving or below the prevailing trade uniom rates in that wenity, oac
shall he or she be disgualified For refusing to work becsuse of sirike or omsafe ‘or
unhealthful condiclons, nor whers hours are lopger than the usual trade molon
standards in the particolar wade or locality.

An employes shall not be required to accept employment if the establishment
where employment i offered i3 st sn unteasonable distance from his or her home.
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UNEMPLOYED COUNCILS IN

PRINCIPAL STATE CEMTERS

Communirate with the meavest city ov directly with
Mational Office, Room 438, B0 East 11th

ALABRAMA
™ i Box &L
Eirminglham, Ala.

ARIZONA
A8 E, Washington
Plhosnlx, Ariz,

ARKANSAS
215 Melrose Circle
N, Little Bock, Ark.

CALIFORNTA

A Vinlenicis
Ban Franslsee, Calif.

COLAEA T
Box 2523
F. 20, Denver, Cal.

CONNECTIOUT

Floana 223,

4% Center Bt

New Maven, Conn,
ILLINDIRS

4l Hoosevelt Rd.

Chilengs, 1L

i27% E. Wash, Bt

Bpringflsll, 111
INDIANA

487 Transporiation

Houlevard

Indiiunnpalls, Ind,
MW A

I*, 0. Box, 108

s Moines, In.
HANSAS

321 North 6th Bf.

Hunsus Clty, Kan,
LOUISTANA

1320 Constmnoe Bi,

Mew Orlenns, L.
MAINE

L. Hox 444

Hocklnnd, e,

MARYLANTY
20 8, Lloyd S
Bultimvoes, M,

MABSATNUEETTS

1905 Washingion St

Hoston, Muss,
MIDHIGAN

H1T Watson St

Ivetrodit, Micl.
MINNESOTA

212 Hemnapdn St

Minneapolis, Minn.
MISSOURI

13 W. Zlst B,

#3t. Louls, AMa,

B0 W. 21st St

Kansas City, Mo.
MONTANA

F. 0. Bax 33

Butie, Mont.

MNERHARKA
1410 W, 204l S,
Omaha, Neb.
HNEW JERSEY
T Chaltom Si.
Neownrk, N, J.
NEW MEXICO
P, v. Box 143
Hosswell, N. M.

NEW YORK
1 East 17th Si.
New York Cliy
468 Willinm Et,
Buffnle, N. X.

NOBRTH CAROLINA

P. 0. Box 854
Uharlatte, N, C.

LN R
1237 Payme Ave.
Clevelmmd, 0.

Stroet, New York Ciry

OHLAIDMA
7 Broadway
Oklnhomn Oty
Oilcls,
OREGDN
FA6L:  Alder Si.
Fortland, Ore.
FENNBYLYANTA
i Looust Bi
FPhiledelphin, Pa.
1634 - Bih Awve
Plttsborgh, Pa.
RHODE ISLAND
16 Snow Sl

FProvidenes, H. 1.

BOUTH DARKOTA
. 0. Box 13
Frederick, 5. 1,

TENNESSHE
F. 0, Bax 218
Cha

trannogn. Tenn,

TEXASR
1310 Walker St
Houston, Tex.

UTAM
26 Neasn Bildz.
Balt Lalos Olts,
Uinh,

VIRGINTIA
20 E. Maln Bt
Bichmonid, V.

WASHINGTON
617  Undversity
Heattle, Wash.

WISCONEIN
1347 N. B 'wiay
Milwnukes, Wis.

WYDMING
P, 0, Box 35
Torringion, Wyo.

M 0
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Imaved by Natlonnl Commitise Upnsmployed Counclls, Boom 486, B East
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