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The degree of un wnp loyment, how- |
ever, must be considered in the light |
of the long cyclical crisis through |
which world capitalism is passing, |
coupled with the fundamental crisis |
which haking capitalism to its
core. Ti at is, the productive capuuy,
of world capitalist industry has reach- |
ed a point of development far out-
ptripping the markets. Capitalism in
one country ean secure markets only
at the expense of another country. |
Capitalism as a whole cannot expand,
but must stand still and decline.

Mass Unemployment

Since the introduction of the codes
#nd the adoption of “rules against
unfair competition,” the manufactur-
eérs have been doing everything in
their power to introduce new methods
of production, which will lower the
eost of labor power. This means the
steady elimination of labor power,
fncreasing speed-up, and the substi-
tution of more refined, complicated
mechanical processes.

Marx, and particularly Lenin,
pointed out these facts. In “lmpen-
alism, the Last Stage of Capitalism,”
Ienin pointed out the rapid tendency
to monopoly, the rationalization pro-
cesses, and the resultant unemploy-
ment.

This faces the whole working class
with a critical question: how to se-
eure a livelihood. Not only the 17,-

4000,000 unemployed in the United
States are concerned. Every worker
in the shops; the older workers who
are being discharged at a time when
they have acquired their highest skill;
the young workers who have not been
able to find jobs—all face the same
problem. This cannot be solved by
relief, with its uncertainty, irregular-
ity, discrimination, favoritism, etc. It
can be obtained only through a sys-
tem of unemployment and social in-
surance, covering all workers and pro-
viding for ail contingencies.

Bighty per cent of the building
trades workers have been unemployed
for more than two years. With the
coming of the crisis, they were Tre-
duced to a low level, and have been
eager to work far below the union
scale. Millions of workers work only
part-time—in the steel, auto, mining
gand needle industries. Owing to the
gpeed-up in the factories and because
of improper protective devices, they
suffer every kind of industrial and
occupational disease, in addition to
fllnesses contracted because their vi-
tality is lowered by the severe speed-
up. The older men are being fired.
What is to be the fate of these
workers?

|
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A Central Issue
As 2 central issue, therefore, rises
the demand of the whole working
class, for unemployment and social
fnsurance as an immediate measure
of security that the workers must
struggle to procure under capitalism.
The adoption of the national recov-
ery act was not merely to bring about
recovery. As an economic measure
to help the masses, it has completely
failed. It has not put the millions
of unemployed back to work; only
a fraction of the alleged 4,000,000 un-
employed have secured work on the
C.W.A. jobs. In face of the prolonged
world economic crisis and the rapidly
developing hasic crisis of capitalism;
and in face of the intense struggle
of the masses of the toiling popula-
tion to protect themselves from the
ravages of the crisis, the real aim was
to introduce measures that would
protect capitalism from collapse.
¥Capitalism or Communism” is ad-
mittedly the issue. Capitalism in its
“democratic” form cannot proteect it-
self so readily. Therefore “demo-
eracy” is being thrown to the winds,
and steps toward fascism are taking’
" its place.
Militarizing the Unemployed
In Europe, fascism has already been
established in several countries. In
 4he United States this is one of the
real purposes of the NR.A.
.; How urgent this is, may be seen
from the steps that government is
adopting in connection with the mil-
lions of unemployed youth and single
men. Three hundred thousand boys
have been put into the civilian con-
“gervation camps. by the government,
¥ y to “raise their morale.”
fccotding to Assistant Secretary of
“Syar Woodring, “the organization of
_oyer 300,000 men in inore than 1.500
i dvmnn conservation camps, was the
real test of the army’s plans for
" mobilization under the National
: Mmse Act.” (Emphasis mine—I. A.)
Woodring declares that “by next sum-
mer a mill'on young men will be en-
in the camps.” He proposes
‘% .that “the army organize the veter-
’,‘%‘of the World War, the C.C.C. men
.. tion of the emergency relief, into a
. gystem of economic storm troops that
 eould support the government's ef-
“forts to smash the depression.” (How
A this smacks, even in language,
‘of Hitler!) The C.C.C. camps are the
ers of the great civilian
w armies,” embracing all single
%gzssib]y married) unempioyed.

“storm troops” are to be used
 only for war. Woodring contin-
“BEeonomic breakdown, unless
mptly corrected, inducss social
pakdown. In such a crisis the army
1 the above—I1. A.), is the only or-
ation in the country, which is
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Thus the struggle against the real
{aims of the N.R.A. is the struggle
for the right of the working class to
live to get its rights.. The outcome
will be either Communism or fascism.

The Tasks of the Communists

What is the task of the Commu-
nists in this situation? The Thesis
of the 13th Plenum of the Executive
Committee of the Comintern makes

it clear. It is to educate, organize,
mobilize, and lead tae workers in a
struggle against the N.R.A. This task
the Party is performing, in exposing
the N.R.A. and its agents in the work-
ing class, the leadership of the A. F.
of L., the S. P., the Musteites, and
renegades. in omnlz:lng and leading
the employed and unemployed m‘
struggle against it; in educating the
workers as to the real significance
of the NR.A, and in mobilizing them
to struggle against the NR.A.,

Our task consists of most rapidly
getting the closest personal contact
with the masses (14th C.C. Plenum
Resolution), in the shops and neigh-
borhoods, on the C.W.A. jobs, in the
unions and mass organizations, in
the C.C.C. and Civilian Lahor Camps;
explaining to them the tiuth about
the N.R.A.,, organizing ani leading
them in struggle. Our task cousists
in building fighting Inuustrial unions
and the opposition n the reformist
unions, ¢+ < vhe refs>-aist and inde-
wendent unemployed organizations,
mobilizing the rank and filz to strug-
gle against the N.R.A. and against
their leaders, who obstruct the strug-
gle. It consists in . bringing about
united action against the NR.A. on
a common program of demands aris-
ing out of each particular situation.

Our main task however, consists in
revolutionizing the workers, by in-
terpreting the struggles in the light
of the class conflict, by politicizing
the struggles, raising political de-
mands, such as the Workers’ Unem-
ployment and Social Insurance Bill,
organizing demonstrations and strikes
of a political nature, raising the class-
consciousness of the workers and re-
cruiting them into the Party.

Hence the struggle for unemploy-
ment and social insurance as a cen-
tral and immediate demand of the
whole working class and all working
class organizations is 3 struggle also
to build up the forces in action that
will prevent the establishment of a
fascist dictatorship in the United
States and strengthen the ranks for
turning imperialist war into civil war.
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Stalin defines Leninism as “Marx-
ism in the epoch of im and
of the proletarian revolution.” He
states further, “Leninism is the the-
ory and tactics of the proletarian
revolution in general and the theory
and tactics of the dictatorship of the
proletariat in particular” On this
Stalin bases his statement that “Len-
inism is the further development of
Marxism.”

‘This is true about every phase of
the theory and tactics of the prole-
tarian revolution. It is true on the
question of the trade unions. Marx,
on the basis of the analysis of the
laws of the development and decline
of capitalism, showed to the prole-
tariat that it was not sufficient to
fight for “ a fair day's wage for a
fair day’s work,” but called upon the
proletariat to inscribe on its banner
“the fight for the abolition of capital-
ism.” Marx and Engels, even in the
pre-imperialist epoch, carried on a
merciless struggle against all vari-
eities of opportunism. They pointed
out the bourgeols ideology of the
British labor movement, which had
resulted from the bribery by the Brit-
ish ruling class of large sections of
the working class through super-
profits. Marx and Engels fully rec-
ognized the necessity of the workers
organize themselves into trade

The letter of Marx and Engels deal-
ing with the early development of
the revolutionary labor momttn
this country were a great force
wards pushing
tionists of that day

but at the same time, fought against
pure-and-simple trade unionism, and
called upon the revolutionists to work
in the trade unions for the purpose
of mobjlizing the masses for the
struggle for the abolition of capital-
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